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MARKET  REVIEW. 

^  - 

^  There  is  little  of  an  encouraging  character  to  report  in  the 
,  situation  as  regards  anthracite  or  bituminous  coal,  as  both  are 
particularly  quiet  and  the  less  said  about  prices  the  better.  It  is 
^  evident  that  these  latter  on  both  coals  are  dragging  along  the 

j  ^  bottom,  and  it  will  require  something  more  than  an  active  de- 

;  I  mand  to  place  them  on  a  higher  plane.  The  production  of  soft 

j  7  coal  must  be  so  regulated  as  to  prevent  any  glut  in  the  markets 

!  such  as  that  now  seen  at  many  cities  and  junction  points  in  the 
P  west,  and  until  some  radical  measures  are  taken  to  modify  the 
output  it  will  be  impossible  for  prices  to  appreciate. 

I  Anthracite  coal  is  not  only  very  quiet,  except  in  the  matter  of 

;  H  contracts  which  are  being  placed  at  absurdly  low  figures,  but  there 
I  ^-is  a  good  deal  of  irregularity  in  regard  to  prices  named  to  the 
j,  ^  trade  in  lots  of  fifty  to  a  hundred  cars.  This  irregularity  is  shown 
,o  in  quotations  which  are  made  by  different  sales  agents  in  the  same 
H  town,  the  variation  being  anywhere  from  fifteen  to  thirty-five  cents. 
In  some  cases  those  figures  showing  the  greatest  variation  evi- 
dently  indicate  some  manipulation  of  the  freight  rate  by  certain 
j  railroads,  so  that  apparently  the  concession  is  not  being  made  on 

I  the  coal.  In  a  general  way  there  is  a  little  better  inquiry  for  an¬ 

thracite,  but  it  is  neither  as  active  nor  as  widespread  as  it  should 
J  be  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Buyers  as  a  rule  are  not  manifesting 
much  inclination  to  place  orders,  and  especially  so  those  at  Mis¬ 
souri  river  points,  though  between  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  river 
I  orders  are  more  numerous  and  some  of  them  for  very  fair  amounts. 

There  is  but  a  moderate  tonnage  moving  and  mostly  to  those  who 
;  are  forehanded  and  willing  and  financially  able  to  take  advantage 
j  of  what  the  market  has  to  offer. 

I  Bituminous  coal,  unrestricted  by  any  organized  attempt  at 

I  curtailment  of  production,  is  suffering  the  usual  penalty  and 

f  prices  are  upon  what  appear  to  be  the  lowest  level.  Upon  some 


of  the  roads  supplying  the  markets  of  the  west,  supply  of  cars  is 
withheld  from  mines  whose  coal  remains  on  the  tracks  or  if  there 
is  a  superabundance  of  any  particular  coal.  In  this  manner  the 
carrying  roads  do  the  restriction,  and  as  the  mines  have  no  empty 
cars  to  fill  the  miners  are  subjected  to  enforced  idleness.  It 
would  be  well  if  this  practice  came  into  more  general  use,  as  it  is 
1  clearly  to  the  best  interests  of  the  carrying  roads  for  their  cars  to 
be  loaded  and  emptied  with  some  degree  of  regularity.  There  is 
still  quite  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness  among  the  miners  in  certain 
districts  of  the  competitive  states,  and  in  one  county  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  bordering  on  Ohio,  all  the  miners  are  on  a  strike  and  have 
established  camps.  In  certain  districts  in  Ohio  the  men  are  rest¬ 
ive  and  the  same  is  observable  in  Illinois.  It  is  quite  within  the 
range  of  probability  that  there  may  be  more  trouble  before  fall. 
Beyond  the  placing  of  the  usual  annual  contracts  by  large  con¬ 
sumers,  there  is  comparatively  little  demand  for  commercial 
coal.  P'or  steam  purposes  there  is  only  a  moderate  tonnage 
going  into  consumption,  while  the  demand  for  domestic  coal  is 
extremely  light.  Inquiry  and  orders  for  fuel  suitable  for  har¬ 
vesting  purposes  are  more  active,  and  the  outlook  in  this  regard 
is  quite  as  encouraging  as  the  prospect  is  for  good  crops  of  small 
grain. 

Coke  for  foundry  use  and  general  metallurgical  operations  is 
less  active,  while  irregularity  of  prices  continues  to  be  a  notable 
feature. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  the  situation  in  the 
anthracite  market  as  very  discouraging,  as  little  new  business  is 
being  done  and  some  difificulty  is  found  in  disposing  of  the 
tonnage  coming  forward.  It  was  expected  that  the  restriction  in 
output  would,  ere  this,  have  infused  some  degree  of  confidence 
into  the  market,  but  apparently  it  has  not  had  that  effect, and  busi¬ 
ness  continues  to  drag.  Dealers  at  present  are  not  willing  to  buy 
beyond  immediate  needs,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  that 
there  will  be  no  activity  in  the  trade  for  two  months.  The  most 
unsatisfactory  feature  is  the  low  figures  that  have  been  made  on 
some  of  the  contracts  on  the  line  trade,  where  it  enters  into  com¬ 
petition  with  the  tidewater  business,  and  it  is  believed  these  low 
prices  will  have  a  bad  effect  later  in  the  season.  It  is  understood 
that  the  circular  will  be  advanced  some  15  cents  to  25  cents  a 
ton  early  in  July.  The  soft  coal  trade  on  the  seaboard  is  very 
quiet,  and  new  business  is  much  sought  after,  which,  when  found, 
is  taken  at  a  surprisingly  low  price.  That  the  future  is  being  dis¬ 
counted  is  shown  in  the  reports  of  contracts  for  1899,  which  are 
being  sought  for  and  figured  upon.  Transient  business  is  of  very 
light  proportions,  and  dealers  generally  are  taking  less  soft  coal 
than  usual  this  season.  The  trade  east  of  Cape  Cod  is  supplying 
most  of  the  orders  on  season  contracts,  and  stocks  are  said  to  be 
in  very  fair  condition.  Long  Island  Sound  business  is  very 
quiet,  but  shoal  water  ports  are  taking  coal  regularly.  New 
York  harbor  business  is  also  very  dull,  and  shippers  are  surprised 
at  the  length  of  time  orders  are  withheld.  The  outlook  is  far 
from  cheerful  for  the  near  future. 

Philadelphia  advices  are  that  dullness  is  the  prevailing  feature 
in  the  anthracite  coal  market,  and  that  there  will  be  no  large 
volume  of  business  before  the  end  of  August.  The  companies 
apparently  realize  this,  and  are  shaping  their  plans  accordingly. 
The  far  East  is  well  supplied  with  coal,  which  went  forward  some 
time  ago  during  the  early  war  scare.  Considering  the  status  of 
the  market,  prices  are  fairly  well  maintained.  Soft  coal  is  un¬ 
usually  quiet  and  the  depression  and  steady  decline  in  prices  is 
causing  operators  a  good  deal  of  restiveness. 

Our  Buffalo  correspondent  reports  the  coal  business  as  “in¬ 
active  and  featureless,  although  shipments  of  anthracite  by  lake 
during  the  past  week  have  been  larger  than  for  some  time,”  and 
for  the  week  ending  June  25  aggregated  64,204  tons,  distributed 
as  follows:  Chicago,  23,450  tons;  Milwaukee,  21,200  tons;  Du¬ 
luth,  4,100  tons;  Superior,  4,100  tons;  Saginaw,  1,050  tons;  Mani¬ 
towoc,  1,700  tons;  Marinette,  1,604  tons;  P'ort  William,  1,000  tons, 
and  the  remainder  in  lesser  quantities  to  other  ports.  P'reight 
remains  unchanged  at  20  cents,  except  to  Marinette,  Racine  and 
Kenosha,  which  is  25  cents,  and  to  Bay  City  and  Saginaw,  35 
cents. 

Market  Review  continued  on  page  7/.?. 
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PRICES  K.  O.  15.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 

June  29,  1898. 

Broken.  Clgg.  Stove.  Nut. 

Companies  Free  Burning 


White  Ash .  $3.65  $3.90  ^4.15  $3.90 

STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . $2.35-$2.8o 

Buckwheat .  >-75-  2.25 

Rice .  1.40-1.65 

AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 

White  ash . $5.00 

I’lnk  ash .  5.50 

Red  ash .  5.75 


The  anthracite  coal  trade  is  practically  in  the  same  condition  that  it  has 
been  in  for  the  past  few  weeks.  Little  new  business  is  reported  and  some  dif¬ 
ficulty  is  experienced  in  disposing  of  what  tonnage  is  coming  forward.  Most 
of  the  companies  who  are  not  already  stocked  with  coal  in  the  far  East  are 
m  jving  their  surplus  tonnage  to  these  points  to  facilitate  shipments  later  on. 
The  present  status  of  the  trade  is  far  from  encouraging.  It  was  thought  that 
through  the  restrictive  policy  adopted  early  in  the  year  that  at  least  some  evidence 
would  be  apparent  of  returned  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  buyer,  but  up  to 
now  business  simply  drags  and  dealers  are  in  no  mood  to  buy  coal  beyond  im¬ 
mediate  needs,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  thinkers  in  the  trade  there  will  be 
little  change  for  the  next  two  months,  as  they  do  not  believe  there  will  be  any 
active  buying  until  the  middle  of  August.  Shipments  at  the  present  time  cover 
a  wide  area;  even  the  smallest  business  seems  to  receive  the  same  attention 
and  is  as  much  sought  after  in  these  times  as  does  that  of  the  largest  dealer, 
t'r.ces  are  little  changed  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  small  amount  of  business  doing, 
as  it  is  doubtful  if  any  of  the  companies  would  refuse  $3.75  f.  o.  b.  for  stove 
coal.  One  of  the  sales  agents  remarked  that  they  would  be  glad  to  make  this 
price  if  it  would  insure  them  any  business;  as  it  is  the  companies  are  practi¬ 
cally  holding  to  schedule  figures,  and  we  understand  are  contemplating  issu¬ 
ing  a  new  circular  about  July  i  advancing  prices  some  I5@25  cents  a  ton.  The 
most  unsatisfactory  feature  in  the  trade  is  the  low  figures  that  have  been  made 
on  some  of  the  contracts  in  the  line  trade  where  it  enters  into  competition  with 
the  tidewater  shipments,  and  it  is  believed  that  these  low  figures  will  augur  ill 
for  some  of  the  tidewater  business  later  in  the  year. 

The  production  at  the  mines  is  being  rigorously  curtailed;  the  mines  are 
being  operated  about  three  or  four  days  a  week. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  very  cjuiet.  There  is  a  good  deal 
of  looking  around  fornew  business  which  does  not  seem  to  turn  up.  Some  one 
or  two  contracts  that  are  pretty  well  filled  and  whose  time  of  existence  is 
about  up,  are  being  sought  after  and  are  being  taken  at  very  low  figures. 
There  are  some  reports  of  contracts  for  1899  being  figured  on  and  sought  for 
at  this  early  date,  which  does  not  predict  any  great  improvement  for  next  year. 
The  principal  business  doing  is  upon  season  contracts,  transient  trade  amount¬ 
ing  U)  little  and  dealers  not  taking  apparently  as  much  as  usual  at  this  season 
of  the  year.  We  note  the  reorganization  of  the  B.  &  O.,  but  whether  this  will 
change  the  coal  policy  of  that  road  it  is  impossible  to  say.  The  production  of 
the  various  mines  supplying  the  Atlantic  seaboard  is  cut  down,  which  is  only 
natural  to  the  dull  trade. 

Trade  east  of  Cape  Cod  is  supplying  most  of  the  season  contract  orders 
at  this  time,  though  trade  there  is  very  dull  and  coal  men  in  that  territory  are 
anything  but  satisfied  with  the  condition,  and  except  where  the  trade  is  based 
on  delivered  or  alongside  prices  are  striving  to  cut  down  ocean  freight  to  the 
lowest  notch.  It  is  believed  that  pretty  fair  stocks  of  coal  are  on  hand,  con¬ 
sumers  being  disinclined  to  put  in  the  hands  of  shippers  many  orders  even 
upon  season  contracts  which  they  have  made.  Long  Island  Sound  business  is 
good  and  but  an  occasional  cargo  is  shipped  to  the  deep  water  ports,  the  shoal 
water  taking  more  coal  than  the  deep  water  comparatively,  this  being  con¬ 
trolled  by  a  certain  class  of  vessels  being  the  only  ones  that  can  go  there, 
and  their  capacity  being  limited,  they  have  to  keep  up  steady  shipments  even 
during  the  dull  times  like  the  present.  New  Yoik  harbor  trade  is  quiet, 
and  it  is  surprising  to  the  shippers  how  long  the  different 
consumers  are  holding  off  in  giving  their  regular  orders.  Without 
looking  the  subject  up  it  is  believed  that  many  orders  are  delayed  almost 
double  the  usual  time.  Consumers  seem  to  be  working  the  same,  but  it  is 
unaccountable  how  the  orders  are  delayed.  All-rail  trade  is  slowing  off  a 
little.  The  competition  in  this  class  of  trade  is  great  and  the  prices  are  get¬ 
ting  down  to  a  figure  where  they  are  almost  going  one  better  than  the  tide 
trade.  This  to  such  an  extent  that  some  of  the  companies  in  the  different  re¬ 
gions  heretofore  not  using  machinery  for  mining  are  now  discussing  the  ad¬ 
visability  of  pulling  some  into  their  mines. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  slow.  Car  supply  is  up  to  all  de- 
mantis .  I  n  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  in  poor  supply  and  freights 
inclined  to  be  weak .  We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  as  follows:  From 
I’hilatlelphia  to  Boston,  ■''alem,  Portland  and  Portsmouth,  6o@65c;  Sound 
ports,  50c;  Wareham  nindLynn,  70c;  Newburyport,  70(f?75c;  Dover,  90c,  and 
tow.ige;  Saco,  80c,  and  towage;  Bath,  Bangor  and  Gardiner,  65c,  with  towage 
to  latter;  the  further  lower  ports,  5  to  loc  above  these  rates. 

Prices  ^  re  (juoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  S1.60  to 
1.70;  f.  o.  b-  Philadelphia,  $1.25  to  81.50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  65  to 
1.75  on  the  better  gr.ides  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  82. 10 
to  82.20  on  the  higher  grades,  and  $1.60  to  $1.75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


A  steel  company  in  Pittsburg  is  about  to  introduce  a  novelty  in  railroad 
equipment  in  the  shape  of  a  coke-carrying  car  made  of  pressed  steel,  which  is 
shown  in  the  above  cut.  None  of  these  cars  have  been  made  yet,  except  ex- 
pei  imentally,  but  work  is  now  being  carried  along  on  a  number  of  them,  and 
they  will  be  placed  on  the  tracks  at  an  early  date. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

June  27,  1898. 

There  is  no  change  worthy  of  note  in  the  anthracite  coal  trade,  the  dull¬ 
ness  pervading  it  for  some  weeks  past  continues  with  little  encouragement 
for  any  improvement  in  the  near  future.  The  tonnages  going  forward  are  not 
large  and  are  principally  on  old  contracts  and  to  the  various  stocking  grounds 
of  the  companies  to  be  used  later  in  the  season.  Some  few  shipments  are 
also  being  made  to  the  shoal  water  ports,  but  buyers  are  not  anxious  for  much 
coal  as  yet.  White  there  is  little  effort  being  made  to  sell  coal  at  this  time 
for  fear  of  weakening  the  prices,  yet  it  is  thought  that  there  is  an  understand¬ 
ing  between  the  large  dealers  and  the  companies  whereby  the  former  will  be 
protected  on  a  certain  price  for  some  time  to  come.  However  it  is  not  likely 
there  will  be  any  volume  of  business  doing  much  before  September  i,  and  the 
various  interests  seem  to  appreciate  this  and  are  shaping  their  business  ac¬ 
cordingly.  The  reports  are  that  the  far  East  is  pretty  well  supplied  with  coal. 
Some  of  the  companies  made  very  heavy  shipments  to  this  territory  some  time 
ago  when  rumors  of  war  disturbed  the  freight  market  and  are  now  pretty  well 
filled  up,  giving  even  little  business  to  their  eastern  boats.  Some  coal  is  be¬ 
ing  shipped  westward,  but  the  tonnage  is  not  large;  buyers  in  that  territory  ap¬ 
parently  have  all  the  coal  they  want  for  the  present. 

Prices  are  fairly  well  maintained  considering  the  status  of  the  .market. 
The  companies  are  making  an  honest  effort  to  uphold  the  market  except 
probably  to  some  special  trade  which  they  are  forced  to  protect.  What  ru- 
rnors  are  current  of  cutting  are  chiefly  due  to  the  reductions  made  by  the  indi¬ 
vidual  operators,  who  are  taking  what  little  business  there  is  at  practically  the 
buyer’s  own  figures. 

The  operations  at  the  mines  are  somewhat  increased  from  what  they 
were,  but  are  still  being  held  within  the  requirements  of  the  trade.  Most  of 
the  mines  are  now  working  three  or  four  days  a  week. 

The  soft  coal  trade  continues  unusually  quiet  for  this  time  of  the  year, 
and  there  is  some  restiveness  on  the  part  of  operators  as  to  the  outcome  of 
this  depression  and  the  decline  in  prices.  The  dullness  prevailing  can  be 
accounted  for  as  a  natural  reaction  from  the  extensive  buying  during  the  war 
scare,  but  the  reason  for  the  continued  reduction  in  values  is  hard  to  get  a’. 
We  understand  that  contracts  for  1899  are  already  being  sought  after  at 
figures  that  would  be  considered  low  for  present  shipment.  The  few  con¬ 
tracts  which  are  about  expired  are  being  watched  very  closely,  and  it  is 
thought  will  be  keenly  competed  for  when  they  come  into  the  market. 

The  principal  business  doing  is  open  season  contracts,  transient  trade 
being  practically  nil.  The  far  East  is  taking  comparatively  the  greater  ship¬ 
ments,  though  the  market  there  is  far  from  active  and  shippers  in  many  in¬ 
stances  are  requested  not  to  ship  any  more  coal  until  August  i.  The  produc¬ 
tion  at  the  mines  has  been  cut  down  to  a  point  to  meet  the  dilatory  demand. 

Transportation  from  rivers  to  tide  is  slow,  but  does  not  interfere  much  at 
present,  owing  to  the  little  trade  doing.  Car  supply  is  up  to  all  requirements. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  in  fair  supply,  but  owing  to 
the  weak  demand  freights  are  weak  with  a  downward  tendency.  We  quote 
current  rates  of  freight  as  follows;  From  Philadelphia  to  Boston,  Salem, 
Portland  and  Portsmouth,  6o@65c;  Sountl  ports,  50c;  War>ham  and  Lynn, 
70c;  Newburyport,  70@75c;  Dover,  90c  and  towage;  Saco,  80c  and  towage; 
Bangor,  Bath  and  Gardiner,  65c  with  towage  to  latter  port. 


BOSTON,  MASS. 

June  29,  1898. 

The  same  old  lassitude  exists  in  the  anthracite  coal  market.  The  yard 
men  have  no  fear  of  an  immediate  advance  and  are  universally  indifferent. 
Prices  under  the  conditions  are  less  firm,  but  no  lower. 

The  companies’  prices  on  free  burning  white  ash  coals,  net  New  York,  are 
as  follows:  Stove,  $3.00®—.  egg,  83.75 @3.80;  free  broken,  83.50©—;  chest¬ 
nut,  83.6o@3.65.  Individual  operators  sell  20  cents  under  these  prices. 

Bituminous. — Deliveries  are  mainly  on  old  contracts;  new  business  is 
light.  Prices  are  unchanged. 

George’s  Creek  Cumberland,  8i.75@ — per  ton;  Clearfield,  8i.45@  1.55  at 
Philadelphia;  and  Baltimore,  81.70©  1.75;  New  River  and  Pocahontas  coals, 
— @81.75  at  Newport  News  and  Norfolk. 

Freight  Rates. — The  war  does  not  seem  to  cut  any  figure  at  present  so  far 
as  rates  are  concerned.  Everything  is  running  along  as  under  normal  condi¬ 
tions,  and  vessels  are  plentiful. 

Rates  are  as  follows;  F'rom  New  York,  45@5oc;  from  Philadelphia,  6o@ 
70c;  from  Baltimore,  7o@75c;  from  Newport  News,  70@75c,  and  from  Norfolk, 
7o@75c. 

Retail  Trade. — The  additional  cut  of  25c  a  ton  noted  last  week  caused  a 
temporary  spurt  in  buying  for  a  few  days,  but  has  since  died  out.  But  little 
coal  is  now  being  moved  from  the  yards.  Values  are  as  last  quoted. 


CONNELLSVTLLE.  PA. 

June  28,  1898. 

The  feature  of  the  coke  trade  in  the  Conneflsville  region  last  week  was 
the  continued  decline  both  in  shipments  and  production.  For  the  past  few 
weeks  the  depression  of  the  war  times  has  been  gradually  undermining  the 
demand  for  coke  in  proportion  as  the  furnace  in  the  iron  district  slacken  up 
on  production.  A  number  of  the  contracts  for  coke  which  will  expire  June 
30th  in  the  Pittsburg  district  have  been  renewed  for  the  last  half  of  the  year, 
while  others  have  not  been  closed  up.  Some  grades  of  coke  are  quoted  as  low 
as  81.40a  ton,  but  these  prices  do  not  apply  to  the  higher  grades  of  strictly 
Connellsville  coke.  Collinsville  furnace  coke  is  reported  to  be  selling  in  the 
new  contracts  for  81.60  a  ton.  The  trade  in  foundry  coke  has  fallen  off  con¬ 
siderably,  owing  to  a  dullness  in  many  mills.  Connellsville  coke  for  foundry 
purposes  is  quoted  as  selling  at  81.90  to  82.30  a  ton. 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which 
includes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption  are  as  follows; 


To  Pittsburgh . 80.55 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley . 1.10 

To  Cleveland,  O . 1.40 

To  Buffalo,  N.  Y . 1.75 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 2.10 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 1.75 

To  Toledo,  O . 2.05 

To  Columbus.  O . 1.45 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . 2.25 

To  Louisville.  Ky . 2.75 

To  Chicago,  Ill . 2.25 


To  St.  Louis,  Mo . $2.90 

To  East  St.  Louis . 2.25 

To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

To  Joliet,  III . 2.25 

To  Peoria,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Baltimore . 1,95 

To  Boston . 3,50 

To  Montreal,  Can . 3,91 

To  New  York . 2.94 

To  Philadelphia . 2.15 
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There  is  a  little  more  doing  in  anthracite  coal,  but  it  is  so  slight  as  to  be 
hardly  worth  mentioning,  except  that  it  is  at  least  an  improvement  on  the  con¬ 
ditions  oT  the  past  few  weeks,  and  though  the  increase  in  business  is  very 
largely  in  “futures”  it  is  better  than  stagnation.  This  tardiness  in  placing 
orders  for  coal  is  by  no  means  confined  to  the  Western  market,  as  similar  com¬ 
plaint  is  made  at  the  larger  cities  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  Buying  is  much 
more  frequent  in  the  states  immediately  east  of  Illinois  than  it  is  west  of  here, 
though  whether  it  is  because  the  dealers  in  Ohio  and  Michigan  have  more 
faith  and  confidence  is  not  apparent,  but  the  fact  remains  nevertheless.  There 
is  still  talk  of  an  advance  in  the  circular  in  July  over  the  regular  selling  figures, 
which  are  quoted  at  $5.00  for  all-rail  and  $4.75  for  coal  loaded  at  the  docks  for 
the  domestic  sizes.  The  low  figures  at  which  the  county  and  municipal  yearly 
contracts  for  anthracite  have  been  closed  afford  considerable  food  for  gossip 
and  adverse  comment,  but  these  prices  are  never  accepted  as  a  standard,  or 
that  the  market  should  be  judged  by  them,  yet  they  are  not  without  their  in¬ 
fluence  as  they  frequently  retard  business.  With  the  bright  crop  prospects 
which  now  confront  the  agriculturist  and  farmer,  the  outlook  for  the  anthracite 
coal  trade  is  about  as  good  as  it  has  been.  In  this  connection  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  the  country  is  only  beginning  to  experience  a  revival  of  business 
after  years  of  general  depression. 

Bituminous  coal  does  not  begin  to  show  that  reaction  it  should  do,  and  it 
can  be  accounted  for  in  one  way  only— over-production.  As  so  frequently 
stated  in  these  columns,  there  are  too  many  mines  and  too  many  miners  for 
any  safe  or  profitable  conduct  of  the  business.  The  plethora  of  coal  which  is 
so  unmistakably  prevalent,  not  only  in  this  market  but  in  others,  has  so  re¬ 
duced  selling  prices  that  there  is  practically  no  margin  for  profit  to  operator 
or  middleman,  with  the  result  that  demoralization  is  becoming  more  and  more 
apparent  everywhere.  Naturally  this  is  productive  of  discontent  among  the 
coal  diggers,  and  it  will  be  rather  surprising  if  there  is  not  trouble  before  the 
fall  season  sets  in.  Screenings  continue  in  very  fair  demand  and  supply  now 
about  equals  it,  so  that  there  is  no  scarcity.  Domestic  coal  is  at  a  standstill, 
gas,  gasoline  and  oil  having  superseded  it  almost  entirely.  Despite  the  boy¬ 
cott,  West  Virginia  coal  holds  its  own  and  is  fighting  its  way  westward.  This 
product  of  the  “mountain”  state  is  making  an  enviable  record  for  tonnage, 
and  IS  penetrating  territory  which  was  believed  to  be  safe  from  its  aggres¬ 
siveness.  Most  of  the  coal  for  threshing  purposes  has  been  placed,  and  by 
all  accounts  the  amount  taken  is  quite  large,  indicating  that  the  small  grain 
crops  will  be  heavy.  As  soon  as  the  heated  term  is  past  there  will  be  a  dis¬ 
tinct  reaction  in  the  soft  coal  business. 

Coke  continues  in  moderate  to  fair  demand,  but  without  activity,  and 
prices,  though  weak,  are  not  as  badly  demoralized  as  those  on  coal. 


BUFFALO,  N.  V. 

June  30,  i8g8. 

The  coal  business  in  this  vicitity  remains  inactive  and  featureless,  although 
shipments  of  anthracite  by  lake  during  the  past  week  have  been  much  larger 
than  for  some  time.  Quotations  are  as  follows; 

For  anthracite  coal,  wholesale  prices  in  cars  at  Buffalo  or  Suspension 
Bridge,  2,240  pounds,  $4.00  for  grate;  $4.25  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut.  These 
quotations  are  50  cents  lower  than  prices  on  January  i. 

For  anthracite  coal  2,240  pounds  delivered  free  on  board  of  vesse's  at 
Buffalo,  prices  on  May  i  were:  $4.30  for  grate;  $4.55  for  egg,  stove  and  chest¬ 
nut;  retail,  within  the  city  limits,  2,000  pounds  delivered.  May  i,  $4.50  on  grate; 
S4.75  for  egg,  stove  and  nut,  and  $4.00  for  pea.  Blossburg  sells  at  S4.00. 

For  bituminous  coal,  2,000  pounds  car  lots  on  track,  Buffalo,  Allegheny 
region,  screened  lump  $1.^;  lump  and  nut  mixed  $1.50;  run  of  mine  Si. 40; 
nut  and  slack  mixed  Si. 25;  slack  S1.15.  Reynoldsville  region:  screened  lump 
$1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed  $1.60;  run  of  mine  St. 50;  nut  and  slack  mixed  $1.30; 
slack  Si.20.  Pittsburg  region:  screened  lump  .f  1.70;  lump  and  nut  mixed  Si.&; 
run  of  mine  Si-So;  nut  Si-5o;  slack  Si-20.  Fairmont  region:  screened  lump 
Si. 70;  lump  and  nut  mixedSi.60;  run  of  mineSi.50;  slackSi.20.  Mercer  County 
region:  screened  lump  Si-6o;  lump  and  nut  mixed  Si-5o;  run  of  mine  Si.4o; 
slack  Si.15,  Brier  Hill  region;  screened  lump  S3-35-  Cannel  coal  No.  i,  $4.00. 

Coke  is  quoted  at  S3.I5  for  Reynoldsville  and  S4.05  for  Connellsville  per 
net  ton  in  car  lots  on  tracks. 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  June  25  aggre¬ 
gated  64,204  tons,  as  against  a  weekly  average  for  the  three  preceding  weeks 
slightly  over  30,000  tons.  The  shipments  during  the  past  week  were  distrib¬ 
uted  as  follows;  Chicago,  23,450  tons;  Milwaukee,  21,200;  Duluth,  4,100;  Su¬ 
perior,  4,100;  Gladstone,  700;  Saginaw,  1,050;  Lake  Linden,  850;  Parry  Sound, 
400;  Green  Bay,  150;  Bay  City,  400;  Marinette,  1,604;  Manitowoc,  1,700;  Fort 
William,  1,000. 

Freight  rates  to  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Duluth,  Gladstone,  Manitowoc,  Ash¬ 
land,  Fort  William,  Lake  Linden  and  Green  Bay  remain  at  20c.  The  rate  to 
Marinette,  Racine  and  Kenosha  remains  at  25c;  Bay  City  and  Saginaw,  35c. 

The  vessel  situation  remains  very  much  as  outlined  in  last  week’s  letter. 
The  comparatively  small  amount  of  grain  arriving  at  Buffalo  prevents  the 
accumulation  of  a  large  number  of  vessels  seeking  return  cargoes.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  vessels  which  would  be  willing  to  take  20c  coal  provided  they  had  a  re¬ 
turn  cargo  of  ore,  are  tying  up  at  the  docks  here  until  they  can  find  east-bound 
business. 

A  vessel  broker  states  the  situation  as  follows:  There  is  (piite  an  amount 
of  coal  offered,  but  vessel  men  are  not  anxious  for  it.  I  have  calls  for  tonnage 
for  several  cargoes,  but  cannot  find  the  vessels.  Several  of  the  boats  are  car¬ 
rying  out  their  intention  of  tying  up  and  20c  coal  has  no  attraction  for  them 
with  no  prospect  of  cargo  back.  The  situation  turns  largely  on  the  return 
cargoes,  and  it  is  not  believed  that  there  is  any  immediate  prospect  of  an  ad¬ 
vance  in  coal  freights.  Some  bids  for  large  amounts  of  coal  for  city  and 
county  institutions  have  been  opened  during  the  past  week.  The  commis¬ 
sioners  of  public  works  opened  bids  for  furnishing  36,000  tons  of  bituminous 
coal  for  the  pumping  station  to  cover  the  year  from  July  i,  i8q8,  to  July  i,  1899. 
The  lowest  bidder  was  the  Shawmut  Coal  Co.,  which  bid  $1.17  per  net  ton. 
The  bids  for  supplying  coal  for  county  institutions  for  the  year  beginning 
July  1st  have  also  been  opened.  This  is  the  second  set  of  bills  for  this  pur¬ 
pose,  as  on  the  previous  occasion  all  bids  were  rejected,  and  the  commission¬ 
ers  readvertised  for  new  proposals.  The  lowest  bids  were  as  follows;  Select 
lump  for  almshouse  and  penitentiary,  $1.49;  lump  and  nut.  Si. 43;  mine  run, 
$1.38;  slack,  S1.20;  anthracite,  S3.47  for  grate,  $3.69  for  chestnut. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

June  30,  1898. 

There  is  nothing  essentially  new  in  the  market.  The  river  has  been  co¬ 
quetting  with  the  coal  men  for  two  weeks  or  more,  and  they  are  not  sure  even 
now  that  there  will  be  a  rise  sufficient  to  allow  coal  crafts  to  be  shipped  from 
Pittsburg.  There  have  been  good  rains  and  the  coal  men  have  been  hoping 
for  water.  The  stock  of  coal  here,  while  ample  for  all  demands  in  sight,  is 
small  for  the  beginning  of  the  low  water  season,  and  shippers  and  dealers  alike 
are  more  or  less  concerned  about  water  in  the  river.  A  comparatively  close 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  coal  afloat  here  places  the  stock  at  9,000,000  bushels; 
but  this  includes  the  stock  of  the  gas  company  and  the  stocks  of  all  the  eleva¬ 
tors,  and  might  be  misleading  if  taken  literally  for  the  amount  of  coal  on  the 
market.  Some  of  this  amount  could  not  be  bought  at  any  price,  and  is  not  for 
sale;  so  the  real  amount  of  coal  ou  the  market  for  sale  is  considerably  smaller 
than  usual. 

Prices  are  (]uite  firm  now,  both  for  coal  afloat  in  barges  and  on  tracks. 
The  former  is  worth  5  to  5  !4  cents  a  bushel,  and  the  latter  S2.00  to  $2.15  a  ton 
f.  o.  b.  Cincinnati. 

Retail  rates  are  gradually  getting  back  to  the  nominal  market  price  of  $2.25 
a  ton  delivered.  Anthracite  is  selling  at  all  prices  from  ;55.75  to  $6  25  a  ton  de¬ 
livered.  Trade  generally  is  ijuite  dull. 

DULUTH  AND  SUPERIOR. 

June  29,  1898. 

Soft  coal  continues  to  sell  better  and  the  season's  business  is  well  under 
way.  It  is  moving  westward  mostly.  The  demand  for  soft  coal  for  threshing 
is  expected  to  be  very  good  in  the  west  this  fall.  Soft  coal  gives  evidence  of 
stiffening  in  price,  although  it  is  selling  pretty  low, $2.25  for  Hocking  and  $2.35 
for  Youghiogheny.  There  is  an  evidence  of  firmness  now  where  before  this 
the  price  has  been  weak  even  at  $2.25.  Hard  coal  is  quoted  at  $5.25,  but 
no  sales. 

Coal  is  moving  this  way  not  very  rapidly  but  steadily.  The  20-cent  lake 
rate  is  keeping  up  the  shipments. 

A  contract  for  3,000  tons  of  coal  was  let  at  Faribault,  Minn  ,  last  week  and 
there  was  close  competition,  but  the  figures  were  not  made  public.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  coal  representatives  were  there  as  follows:  W.  P.  Hallowell,  of  the 
Youghiogheny  &  Lehigh;  G.  M.  Spence,  of  the  Ohio;  J.  F.  Clark,  of  the  Mar¬ 
quette  &  Third  Vein;  H.  Hyland  and  G.  M.  Prince,  of  the  General  Wilming¬ 
ton;  E.  R.  Lightcap,  of  the  Chicago,  Wilmington  &  Vermilion;  N.  S.  Coffin, 
of  the  Pioneer;  J.  W.  Stillwell,  of  the  E.  Uhrig  Co.,  and  W.  B.  Barry,  of  the 
LaSalle  County  Carbon  Coal  Co.,  and  Mr.  Gadhays,  of  the  Pennsylvania  & 
Ohio.  The  Ohio  Coal  Co.  was  awarded  the  contract  for  the  Youghiogheny 
coal  and  the  LaSalle  Carbon  Coal  Co.  for  the  Illinois  coal. 


riTTSBURd,  PA. 

June  30,  1898. 

The  coal  trade  is  extremely  quiet  this  week.  In  the  fourth  pool  of  the 
Monongahela  river  the  miners  are  kept  busy  supplying  the  local  trade,  but 
the  other  pools  are  about  idle  as  the  boats  are  all  rilled.  It  is  estimated  that 
about  5,000,000 bushels  of  coal  are  now  awaiting  the  next  rise  in  the  river.  The 
third  pool  miners,  now  that  they  have  nothing  to  do,  are  holding  conventions, 
camping  and  passing  strike  resoultions.  Some  of  the  Pittsburg  mills  are  now 
taking  more  fuel  than  they  have  for  some  time  past .  Rail  shipments  to  the 
lakes  have  been  very  light  during  the  past  week,  as  the  demand  from  the 
Northwest  is  still  reported  slow,  and  the  lake  docks  well  filled.  Local  coal 
prices  remain  unchanged.  River  coal  is  still  quoted  at  4C  for  lump,  3j<c  for 
run-of-mine  and  2>^  for  slack.  Railroad  coal  is  quoted  at  70^1800  per  ton  at 
mine,  95(fif}i.io  f.  o.  b.  Pittsburg. 

On  Tuesday  last  the  third  pool  miners  met  in  Monongahela  City  and 
adopted  a  resolution  demanding  the  full  scale  rates  and  refusing  to  load  coal 
for  any  operator  who  failed  to  pay  the  same.  Other  meetings  will  be  held,  but 
as  there  is  little  craft  to  load,  the  movement  does  not  attract  much  attention. 

Things  are  looking  bad  in  the  Connellsville  coke  trade,  as  coke  shipments 
are  lower  now  than  they  have  been  for  a  long  time.  During  the  week  ending 
May  25  the  production  amounted  to  139,496  tons  a  drop  of  3,575  tons  com¬ 
pared  with  the  output  the  previous  week.  Shipments  were  123,726  tons,  a  de¬ 
crease  of  7,140  tons.  There  are  now  13.926  ovens  in  blast,  and  4,834  idle  in  the 
entire  region.  Prices  remain  without  change. 


The  Speers  Run  branch  of  the  P.  &  L.  E.  Railroad  at  Belle  V’ernon  ha 
been  completed  for  about  a  mile,  and  is  being  used  in  shipping  coal.  It  wil 
be  extended  another  mile  for  the  opening  up  of  coal  territory. 

Several  large  cargoes  of  coal  for  Admiral  Dewey’s  fleet  at  the  Philippines 
cleared  from  Philadelphia  this  week.  The  vessels  carry  George’s  Creek  Cum¬ 
berland  coal. 

Attorney  Fred.  S.  Hatch,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  in  Denver,  Colo.,  last 
week,  to  examine  the  title  of  an  anthracite  coal  mine  valued  at  $250,000,  and 
which  is  about  to  be  purchased  by  an  English  syndicate. 

Oscar  James,  manager  of  the  Livingston  Coke  &  Coal  Co.,  report  the 
mines  at  Cokedale,  near  Helena,  Mont.,  as  continuing  their  large  output,  the 
monthly  shipments  being  10,000  tons.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
in  addition  to  the  large  shipments  of  coal  the  production  of  coke  will  be  re¬ 
sumed  before  the  close  of  the  present  year. 
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WIIEELIXd,  >V.  VA. 

Junk  30,  1898. 

The  past  week  has  developed  absolutely  nothing  new,  except  a  further 
accentuation  of  the  midsummer  dullness,  which  was  beginning  to  be  felt  last 
week,  and  even  the  week  before.  One  blast  furnace  has  been  closed  here  this 
week,  reducing  by  that  much  the  demand  for  coke.  The  retail  coal  trade  is 
dead,  and  is  naturally  expected  to  remain  so  for  two  months  or  more  at  least. 
There  are  prospects  that  the  manufacturing  trade  in  the  Wheeling  district 
will  be  stronger  after  the  middle  of  July,  when  the  annual  repair  season  is 
over,  and  things  start  up  again  for  good.  The  war  is  having  some  effect  on 
all  lines  of  trade,  and  the  heavier  industries,  such  as  coal,  coke,  iron,  steel, 
china  and  glass,  are  feeling  it  worse  than  any  other  lines.  There  is  a  feeling  of 
hesitancy  on  the  part  of  all  buyers,  and  they  are  taking  nothing  except  what 
they  can  consume  or  dispose  of  at  once. 

Over  the  river  the  eastern  Ohio  district  is  working  only  a  small  force 
comparatively,  and  the  outlook  is  not  what  the  operators  would  like. 

At  Fairmont  things  are  unchanged,  unless  there  is  a  slight  improvement 
the  past  week.  The  efforts  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  to  get  up  a  strike  con¬ 
tinue  in  vain,  and  the  operators  assert  that  the  boycott  circular  gotten  out  by 
the  United  Mine  Workers  has  still  further  helped  trade,  especially  in  the  west. 

On  the  West  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg  and  Norfolk  &  Western  rail¬ 
roads,  and  in  the  Kanawha  and  New  River  valleys,  there  is  absolutely  no 
change  this  week. 

There  is  not  any  information  here  about  the  story  printed  in  Cleveland 
that  the  Ohio  Coal  Trust  was  about  to  burst  on  account  of  the  dallying  of  the 
Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie,  Cleveland,  Lorain  &  Wheeling  and  Baltimore  & 
(^liio  railroads  with  the  coal  output  of  West  Virginia. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

June  30,  1898.  ^ 

There  is  little  that  is  new  to  report  in  the  bituminous  market.  Quota¬ 
tions  of  prices  can  be  little  more  than  nominal  under  the  circumstances. 
Some  of  the  factories  close  down  or  greatly  reduce  operations  early  in  July, 
and  this  serves  to  make  the  dullness  all  the  more  pronounced.  Contracts  are 
being  taken  at  remarkably  low  prices,  as  a  rule,  and  every  one  is  wondering 
how  the  other  fellow  can  figure  out  a  profit.  The  contract  for  furnishing  the 
three  waterworks  stations  for  the  ensuing  year  was  let  to  the  Madison  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  at  the  following  prices  delivered  at  station  mentioned:  Chain  of  Rocks,  $i  20; 
Bissells’  Point  $1.15^:  Baden,  $i.t5.  There  were  but  three  other  bidders,  the 
Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  Uonk  Brothers,  and  Glendale  Coal  Company,  the  latter 
bidding  only  on  Bessells  Point. 

The  anthracite  situation  presents  the  demoralization  and  struggle  expect¬ 
ed  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  only  it  is  more  severe  than  usual.  Current 
wholesale  prices  for  car  lots  f.  o.  b.  East  St.  Louis,  are  $5.10  for  grate  coal 
and  $5.35  for  stove,  egg  and  chestnut.  The  retail  price,  delivered  to  the  con¬ 
sumer  in  St.  Louis,  agreed  upon  by  the  anthracite  dealers  here,  is  $6.25  for  grate 
and  $6.50  for  stove,  egg  and  chestnut.  Day  before  yesterday  the  American 
Biscuit  syndicate  closed  a  contract  for  about  1800  tons  of  coal  at  S5.45.  The 
"clubs”  are  getting  in  their  fine  work  as  usual,  and  yesterday  the  officers  and 
employes  of  the  Cupples  Woodenware  Co.  gave  an  order  for  600  tons  of  an¬ 
thracite  at  S5.50  for  grate  and  $5.75  for  small  coal,  delivered  at  the  residences 
of  the  members.  The  house,  be  it  understood,  does  not  guarantee  the  ac¬ 
count  and  the  settlement  must  be  made  with  each  meniber  separately.  The 
trade  is  all  torn  up  over  these  figures,  needless  to  say.  A  meeting  was  held 
yesterday  of  dealers  and  they  determined  to  maintain  their  fixed  prices  as  best 
they  can  under  the  circumstances. 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

June  25,  1898. 

There  have  been  the  following  deliveries  of  coal  this  week,  viz.:  Four 
from  Washington,  9,525  tons;  four  from  British  Columbia,  12,414  tons;  two 
from  Oregon,  805  tons;  five  from  Australia,  12,497  tons;  total,  35,241  tons.  The 
liberal  arrivals  this  week  are  more  than  amply  sufficient  to  meet  all  current  re- 
<|uirements,  also  the  demands  made  upon  us  to  coal  the  transports  for  the 
Government.  The  outlook  at  present  wou'd  indicate  that  there  will  be  no  pro¬ 
nounced  shortage  of  fuel  locally  for  the  next  three  months,  as  the  principal 
supplies  for  the  navy  at  Honolulu  and  Manila  are  being  drawn  from  British 
Columbia  and  Australia  direct,  and  several  carges  are  being  shipped  from 
the  Eastern  States.  So  many  vessels  are  at  present  being  loaded  in  British 
Columbia  for  Honolulu,  that  our  coasters  are  materially  delayed  in  securing 
their  cargoes  of  coal  there.  Prices  remain  steady,  and  there  is  no  evidence  of 
any  combined  effort  to  take  any  advantage  of  the  navy’s  requirements,  by 
marking  up  prices.  It  is  very  ((uestionable  if  there  is  another  city  in  the 
United  States,  where  the  entire  stock  of  fuel,  being  as  it  is  in  San  Francisco, 
absolutely  in  the  hands  and  under  the  control  of  two  or  three  firms  only,  that 
some  manipulation  would  not  have  been  arranged  to  make  the  department 
pay  fancy  figures  for  their  coal. 

Freight  rates  on  coal  from  Australia  still  remain  high;  20s  per  ton  is 
freely  offered  for  early  loading  at  Newcastle,  without  obtaining  tonnage.  As 
long  as  these  rates  prevail,  we  cannot  look  for  any  decline  of  values,  as  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  foreign  coal  now  engaged  for  shipment  here  is  coming  from 
Australian  ports. 

Coaling  stations  the  United  States  needs  and  must  have.  This  is  beyond 
any  question,  and  as  such  it  must  be  treated.  Commerce,  our  merchant 
marine,  and  the  defense  of  our  coasts  render  coaling  and  naval  repair  ports  a 
national  necessity  under  the  conditions  which  govern  a  modern  navy. 
Whether  the  territory  to  be  conquered  in  our  war  with  Spain  is  to  be  held  as  a 
colony  cuts  little  figure  in  the  present  matter.  Our  Asiatic  commerce  now  and 
in  the  future — the  latter  more  particularly — cannot  be  protected  without  coal¬ 
ing  stations  in  the  Philijipines,  Carolines  and  Ladrones.  Our  immense 
stretch  of  Pacific  coast  cannot  be  defended  without  Honolulu  as  abase  of  sup¬ 
plies.  Our  control  and  protection  of  the  Nicaragua  canal  renders  necessary 
a  coaling  station  in  Porto  Rico.  Without  coal  the  modern  war  vessel  is  a 
mere  floating  fortress.  It  is  powerless  without  it.  All  experts  knew  this  be¬ 
fore  war  was  jiroclaimed,  but  the  public,  having  been  educated  by  experience, 
knows  it,  and  coaling  stations  will  be  had. 


HOW  WAR  AFFECTS  COAL. 


It  is  learned  that  12,000  tons  of  coal  are  being  loaded  on  shipboard  at 

Valparaiso,  Chile.  As  coal  is  worth  $18  a  ton  there,  it  is  suspected  that  the 

purchase  is  being  made  on  Spanish  account. 

*  * 

* 

Admiral  Camara’s  squadron,  which  has  arrived  at  Port  Said,  has  traveled 
less  than  one-fourth  of  the  distance  from  Cadiz  to  Manila,  and  it  is  a  noteworthy 
fact  that  it  is  already  compelled  to  take  on  a  new  supply  of  coal.  If  coal 
must  be  taken  at  Port  Said  the  fleet  will  need  recoaling  twice  before  it  can 
reach  the  Philippines,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  where  the  coal  is  to  come  from. 

* 

The  Colonial  bank  at  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies,  has  been  formally  notified 
of  the  non-payment  of  the  drafts  issued  by  the  American  consul  here  for  the 
payment  of  a  large  quantity  of  coal  purchased  by  him  in  order  to  keep  it  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards.  The  bank  is  now  preparing  legal 
proceedings  to  recover  the  money.  It  is  expected  that  an  attachment  will  be 
placed  on  all  the  American  coal  here  tomorrow.  It  is  understood  that  all  the 
consular  property  is  also  likely  to  be  attached. 

•  *  * 

Acting  under  orders  from  the  Treasury  Department  at  Washington,  the 
Customs  officials  at  Baltimore  will  refuse  clearances  to  vessels  loading  coal 
for  points  in  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.  The  orders  are  in  language  so  explicit 
and  mandatory  that  there  can  be  no  mistaking  their  character  and  intent.  The 
orders  are  said  to  have  been  issued  because  coal-laden  ships  which  have  been 
allowed  to  leave  some  of  the  Atlantic  ports  are  known  by  the  government  offi¬ 
cials  to  have  taken  their  cargoes  to  Spanish  vessels  at  the  islands  named.  Al¬ 
though  it  has  not  been  charged  that  any  of  these  vessels  have  gone  from  this 
port,  this  is  such  an  important  coal-shipping  point  that  is  has  been  included 

in  the  orders.  _ 

Market  Review  continued  from  page  /yp. 

West  Virginia  advices  are  that  the  midsummer  dullness  is  be¬ 
ginning  to  be  felt  more  sharply.  The  war,  too,  is  having  some 
effect,  and  the  heavier  industries,  such  as  coal,  coke,  iron,  steel, 
china  and  glass  are  feeling  it  worse  than  other  lines.  At  Fair¬ 
mont  there  is  a  slight  improvement.  On  the  West  Virginia  Cen¬ 
tral  and  Norfolk  &  Western  and  in  the  Kanawha  and  New  Rivet- 
valleys  there  is  no  change. 

Pittsburg  correspondence  is  that  rail  shipments  to  the  lakes 
have  been  very  light  during  the  past  week,  as  the  docks  are  well 
filled.  The  Fourth  pool  mines  are  busy  supplying  local  trade 
but  the  other  pools  are  idle. 

Duluth  and  Superior  advices  are  that  soft  coal  continues  to 
sell  better  and  the  season’s  business  is  now  well  under  way,  the 
movement  being  mostly  westward.  Threshing  coal  is  expected 
to  be  in  very  great  demand  this  fall.  Prices  begin  to  show  evi¬ 
dence  of  firmness.  Hard  coal  is  quoted  at  S5.25,  but  there  are 
no  sales. 

Our  Cincinnati  correspondent  reports  a  good  deal  of  uncer¬ 
tainty  as  to  whether  there  will  be  a  rise  of  water  sufficient  to 
allow  coal  to  come  from  Pittsburg.  Stocks  are  ample  for  cur¬ 
rent  demands,  but  small  for  the  beginning  of  the  low  water 
season. 

All  the  demands  of  dock  companies  and  consumers  of  soft  coal  at  the 
head  of  the  lakes  are  being  supplied.  Thus  far  1,000,000  tons  of  soft  coal  have 
been  contracted  at  20  cents.  It  was  taken  largely  by  boats  that  had  contracted 
for  ore  down  for  the  season  and  wanted  return  cargoes  of  coal  to  help  out  their 
earnings.  From  the  present  outlook  there  is  little  chance  this  season  of 
the  coal  rate  advancing  above  20  cents  from  Lake  Erie  ports  to  Duluth  or  Su¬ 
perior. 

The  Emporia  (Kans.)  City  Council  has  decided  to  accept  the  coal  rate 
offered  by  the  Santa  Fe  of  $1.10  a  ton.  The  reason  for  the  council’s  action 
was  that  Salina,  Wichita,  Osage  City  and  Emporia  all  asked  for  an  adjustment 
and  Emporia  was  the  only  town  which  had  a  just  complaint.  It  was  believed 
that  the  other  towns  were  using  Emporia  for  a  lever.  It  was  known  that  the 
railroad  would  fight  the  towns  if  they  stayed  together.  They  offered  Emporia 
the  rate  of  $1.10,  which  was  formerly  $1.50,  if  she  would  get  out  of  the  fight. 
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I  ON  THE  WING.  I 

^  'M 

Mr.  G.  W.  Benjamin,  of  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R.,  Cincinnati,  was  in  Chicago  this 
week. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  C.  F.  Cooley,  Madison,  Wis.,was  in  Chicago  this  week  looking  up  ac¬ 
quaintances  in  the  coal  trade. 

*  * 

Mr.  Donald  MacDonald,  president  of  the  C  &  O  Fuel  Co.,  paid  Chicago 
a  flying  visit  on  Thursday,  June  3cth. 

* 

*  * 

We  understand  that  the  Brooklyn  Heights  Railroad  has  contracted  for 
its  buckwheat  coal  at  the  same  figures  that  took  this  business  last  year, 
which  was  $1.69  alongside. 

*  * 

Mr.  Robert  Mitchell,  manager  of  the  Columbia  Coal  Mining  Co.,  New 
York,  who  has  been  absent  from  his  office  for  over  a  week  on  account  of  ill¬ 
ness,  is  again  able  to  be  around  and  attend  to  his  duties. 

* 

Mr.  A.  J.  Moorshead,  general  manager  of  the  Madison  Coal  Company,  St. 
Louis,  left  on  Thursday  of  this  week  with  his  family  for  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  for 
a  short  rest  from  business  cares.  He  will  return  in  about  ten  days. 

*  * 

The  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River  R.  R.  Co.  has  decided  to  cease 
using  soft  coal  in  the  railroad  yards  along  the  river  front  in  New  York  City. 
This,  no  doubt,  will  be  gratifying  news  to  the  citizens  of  the  vicinity. 

*  * 

We  regret  to  learn  that  Mr.  D.  de  L.  Hendrickson,  of  the  firm  of  Greer  & 
Hendrickson,  is  confined  to  his  home  on  account  of  a  severe  attack  of  appen¬ 
dicitis.  His  physicians,  however,  have  hopes  of  his  speedy  recovery. 

*  * 

The  Cook  County  Board,  Illinois,  at  its  meeting  on  Monday,  June  27, 
threw  out  all  bids  received  for  supplying  the  county  institutions  with  coal  and 
has  advertised  again  for  proposals.  The  new  bids  will  be  opened  on 
July  5. 

*** 

The  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  school  contract  has  been  awarded  to  the  C 
&  O  Fuel  Co.  on  their  celebrated  C  &  O  New  River  Smokeless  Coal. 
President  MacDonald  says;  “The  superiority  of  ‘C  &  O  New  River’  is 
giving  this  coal  the  lead  everywhere.” 

*  * 

* 

Mr.  Charles  T.  Hesser  has  severed  his  connection  with  David  E.  Wil¬ 
liams  &  Co.,  with  whom  he  held  the  position  of  sales  agent  at  their  New  York 
office  for  some  years.  He  is  succeeded  by  W.  H.  Hesser,  who  has  for  some 
time  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co. 

* 

* 

The  Rich  Hill  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Rich  Hill,  Mo.,  has  sent  two  samples  of 
Its  product  to  the  Exposition  at  Omaha.  One  block  of  coal  weighs  3,700 
pounds  and  the  other  4,000  pounds.  The  samples  were  taken  out  of  the  mines 
under  the  personal  direction  of  Superintendent  Williams. 

!t!  * 

* 

The  coal  recently  discovered  on  the  shore  of  the  Sea  of  Ochotsk,  Siberia, 
is  said  to  be  the  equal  of  any  coal  in  the  world.  The  development  of  these 
coal  deposits  by  Russia  will  enable  that  nation  to  coal  its  Pacific  fleet,  which 
at  present  is  dependent  upon  British  coaling  stations  for  its  supply. 

* 

.Mr.  Sam  Peters,  who  has  just  returned  from  a  trip  to  the  West,  reports 
that  market  in  much  the  same  condition  as  the  East.  Buyers'  stocks  are  not 
heavy  and  they  are  not  inclined  to  make  any  new  purchases.  He  thinks, 
however,  that  the  market  has  reached  bottom  and  that  a  heavy  business  can 
be  looked  for  later  in  the  season. 

* 

*  * 

The  State  Board  of  Control,  Madison,  Wis,,  asks  for  proposals  for  supply¬ 
ing  the  state  institutions  with  fuel  for  the  year  and  are  open  until  10  A.  m. 
July  5,  1898.  Illinois  lump,  Indiana  block,  washed  screenings,  Youghiogheny, 
Pittsburg,  Pocahontas  and  New  River  coal  are  specified,  and  between  16,000 
and  17,000  tons  of  bituminous  coal  are  recjuired. 

*  * 

The  Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  recently  gave  to  its  em¬ 
ployees  and  friends  a  picnic,  which  was  held  at  Buckeye  Park.  The  entire 
management  and  force  of  this  mammoth  firm  -some  1,400  all  told — including 
friends,  spent  a  most  enjoyable  outing  at  the  expense  of  this  whole-souled 
company,  which  was  fully  appreciated  by  those  hundreds  of  happy  mechan¬ 
ics,  their  wives,  families  and  best  girls.  Mr.  J.  A.  Jeffrey,  the  president,  and 
all  the  officers  of  the  company  were  present  at  this  the  thirteenth  annual  pic¬ 
nic  given  by  the  firm. 


Mr.  M.  Fleming,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  traveling  men  going 
out  of  Chicago  selling  anthracite  coal,  was  stricken  with  partial  paralysis 
while  on  Quincy  St.,  near  Dearborn,  affecting  the  lower  limbs  from  the  knee 
downward.  Mr.  Fleming  was  for  many  years  with  the  Crescent  Coal  and  Min¬ 
ing  Co.,  and  more  recently  with  the  late  Robert  Law. 

* 

*  * 

The  retail  market  in  Brooklyn  during  the  week  has  shown  a  tendency  to¬ 
ward  demoralization,  and  it  is  thought  that  it  reflects  the  situation  in  whole¬ 
sale  trade.  Several  dealers  have  made  a  price  of  $3.60  net  for  chestnut  coal 
in  the  yard.  This  is  on  a  basis  of  $4.05  gross  ton,  and  would  indicate  that  this 
coal  must  have  been  bought  considerably  below  schedule  figures. 

A  Columbus,  Ohio,  correspondent  writes,  “  That  operators  who  have  for 
years  done  business  in  that  state  have  been  ([uietly  securing  leases  on  coal 
lands  in  West  Virginia  in  order  to  compete  with  a  competition  which  has  been 
the  sharpest  ever  experienced.  Some  of  the  largest  coal  concerns  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  Columbus  are  forming  companies  in  West  Virginia,  where  the 
mining  rate  is  so  much  lower  than  in  Ohio.” 

^  * 

The  C  &  O  Fuel  Co.,  Cincinnati  and  Chicago,  calls  attention  to  their 
full-page  advertisement  in  this  issue  and  says  that,  “The  other  fellow  over¬ 
looked  his  hand  when  he  said  his  coal  had  shown  the  best  results  of  any  coals 
which  have  been  used  at  the  Cincinnati  water  works.  This  important  con¬ 
tract  was  awarded  to  the  C  &  O  Fuel  Co.  strictly  on  the  superior  merits  of 
their  coal  over  all  the  fifty-two  different  coals  tested.” 

*  * 

An  official  canvass  of  all  the  coal  docks  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  last  week 
shows  there  were  a  total  of  285,000  tons  of  soft  and  165,000  tons  of  hard  coal 
on  hand  at  the  fifteen  docks  in  the  Superiors  and  Duluth.  The  total  is  very 
small  and  is  not  being  increased  by  current  receipts  as  fast  as  coal  men  would 
like.  There  are  in  all  only  46,000  tons  of  nut  coal  on  hand,  and  as  these  docks 
supply  the  entire  northwest,  there  will  have  to  be  tremendous  receipts  later 
in  the  season  to  fill  requirements. 

♦  * 

Mr.  Thos.  N.  Mordue,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  agent  for  Castner, 
Curran  &  Bullitt,  Philadelphia,  sales  agents  for  Pocahontas  coal,  is  issuing  a 
neat  little  eight  page  pamphlet  entitled,“Directions  for  Firing  Pocahontas  Semi- 
Bituminous  Smokeless  Coal.”  The  booklet  gives  clear  and  concise  directions 
how  to  “fire”  with  this  now  well-known  coal,  and  the  instructions  are  so  simple 
that  any  fireman  can  comprehend  them.  Mr.  Mordue  will  take  pleasure  in 
mailing  copies  to  interestecl  parties. 

* 

*  * 

It  IS  strongly  rumored  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  that  the  Detroit  and  Lima 
Northern  Railroad  intends  to  establish  a  big  coal  dock  there  and  compete 
with  the  Michigan  Central  and  Lake  Shore  roads  by  vessel  as  well  as  by  rail. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  several  months  ago  the  Detroit  and  Lima  North¬ 
ern  cut  the  rate  of  freight  from  Toledo  from  Si. 25  to  90c  per  ton.  The  report 
says  that  the  Lima  Northern  will  carry  coal  from  Ohio  ports  to  Ecorce  by 
water,  which  will  effect  a  great  saving. 

*  * 

t 

Dr.  J.  L.  Perryman,  of  Belleville,  Ill.,  was  at  his  farm,  just  west  of  town, 
on  Monday.  The  doctor  has  a  fine  tract  of  land,  underlaid  with  the  best  coal 
beds  in  this  section,  and  the  question  of  aiding  in  the  opening  of  mines  to  get 
the  coal  to  market  is  just  now  receiving  considerable  attention.  The  probable 
purchase  of  the  coal  beds  leads  to  the  probable  platting  of  the  entire  north 
line  of  the  tract,  and  an  addition  to  the  city  of  Lebanon  to  be  known  as  Perry¬ 
man’s  addition.  The  site  is  a  good  one  and  the  lots  would  find  ready  sale. 

*  * 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Company  of  St. 
Louis,  held  in  New  York  City  on  Tuesday  of  this  week,  Mr.  Edgar  T.  Welles 
was  elected  president  of  the  company  vice  Mr.  Charles  Ridgely  of  Spring- 
field,  Ill.,  who  resigned  two  months  ago.  Mr.  Welles  is  vice-president  of  the 
Wabash  Railway  and  also  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  South  Western  Railway, 
and  one  of  the  best  known  railroad  and  business  men  in  the  country.  He  re¬ 
sides  in  New  York  City  and  will  exercise  the  functions  of  his  office  from  there. 

*  4 

The  South  Wales  coal  strike  is  still  on  with  no  immediate  hope  of  a  set¬ 
tlement  in  sight,  and  as  the  English  government  has  taken  possession  of  all  the 
coal  available,  many  steamship  companies  find  themselves  short  of  fuel  at 
certain  coaling  stations,  consequently  several  of  the  best  lines  have  been 
forced  to  rely  on  American  coal.  Acting  Secretary  Spaulding  has  granted 
permission  to  the  representatives  of  Sir  Donald  Currie,  proprietor  of  the  Cas¬ 
tle  line  of  steamships  running  from  England  to  Cape  Town,  to  clear  cargoes 
of  coal  from  Philadelphia  to  Cape  Town,  in  order  to  enable  the  company  to 
keep  up  its  regular  trips  between  England  and  Africa.  A  large  amount  of 
West  Virginia  coal  has  also  been  engaged  to  be  landed  at  Norfolk  and  other 
Virginia  ports,  and  this  demand  will  be  maintained  during  the  continuance  of 
the  strike  of  the  South  Wales  miners. 


744 


The  Black  Diamond 


[July  2 


The  Ohio  Coal  Co.  captured  the  contract  for  the  Voughiogheny  coal,  and 
the  La  Salle  Carbon  Coal  Co.  got  the  award  for  the  Illinois  coal  at  Faribault, 
Minn.  The  proposals  called  for  3,000  tons  and  the  competition  was  very 
close. 

* 

*  * 

The  Ludlow-Saylor  Wire  Company,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  is  introducing  a 
unicjueand  handsomely  finished  bronze  cannon  to  be  useil  as  a  paper  weight 
on  a  business  man’s  desk.  An  illustrated  description  may  be  seen  on  an¬ 
other  page. 

♦  * 

From  June  27  to  July  2  was  carnival  week  at  Milwaukee,  and  on  Thursday- 
the  day  of  the  Industrial  parade,  between  4,500  and  5,000  Chicagoans  attended. 
The  big  Whaleback  Christopher  Columbus  carried  2,000  passengers  alone. 
The  Virginia  of  the  Goodrich  line,  took  1,317,  and  the  otners  went  by  rail. 

*  * 

♦ 

Governor  Tanner  of  Illinois  last  week  appointed  the  following  delegates 
to  the  International  Mining  congress,  which  will  meet  at  Salt  Lake  City. 
Utah,  July  6  to  9;  John  T.  Peters,  Tingley  S.  Wood,  William  Barret  Ridgely, 
David  Ross  and  Paul  Hull,  of  Springfield;  J.  M.  Browning,  of  Duquoin;  James 
Duncan,  of  Alton;  A.  T.  Bent  of  Oglesby;  Hugh  Murray,  of  East  St.  Louis; 
W.  E.  Means,  of  Peru;  T.  A.  Lemmon,  H.  N.  Taylor,  P.  H.  Donnelly  and  A. 
T.  Skinner,  of  Chicago. 

*  * 

A  German  expert  on  coal  mining,  Herr  Bergrath  Behrens,  in  a  recent 
lecture  on  the  danger  from  coal  dust  in  mines,  said  that  the  simplest  method 
for  rendering  coal  dust  harmless  would  be,  at  first  sight,  its  mechanical  re¬ 
moval;  another  method  which  he  thinks  will  be  used  more  in  the  future,  es¬ 
pecially  v  ith  improvement  in  mine  ventilation,  is  that  of  sprinkling  the  dust 
with  water.  This  method  of  minimizing  the  danger,  however,  is  extremely 
expensive,  although  of  secondary  importance  compared  with  the  necessity  of  re¬ 
ducing  the  danger  in  mining  to  the  lowest  point. 

* 

Mr.  J.  F.  Stone,  general  manager  of  the  Ohio  Central  Fuel  Co.,  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  is  sending  out  two  beautifully  tinted  calenders  for  July.  In  the 
upper  center  is  an  American  eagle  standing  on  the  shield  with  outstretched 
wings,  under  cover  of  which  on  each  side  are  draped  the  “stars  and  stripes” 
and  the  “Union  Jack.”  On  each  side  of  the  shield  stands  a  United  States 
sailor  and  a  United  States  marine  equipped  for  fighting  ashore.  The  other 
calendar  is  similar,  except  that  on  the  reverse  is  a  distich  to  “Tommy  Atkins’ 
and  his  love  of  fighting,  etc.,  which  is  intended  for  the  Canadian  friends  of 
Ohio  Central  Fuel  Company. 

* 

The  Black  Diamond  thanks  Mr.  Geo.  A.  Grant,  Secretary  of  the  Sagi¬ 
naw  Board  of  Trade,  for  courtesies  and  information  received,  and  also  for  two 
copies  of  “The  Coal  Fields  of  Saginaw,  Mich.,”  copyrighted  and  published  by 
Chas.  B.  Schaefer,  Saginaw.  Mr.  Hunt,  in  his  letter,  says:  “For  evaporating 
purposes  it  is  as  good  if  not  better  than  the  best  Hocking  Valley  that  comes 
to  this  market.  Some  tests  have  been  made  and  it  is  claimed  to  be  all  right 
for  £-as  purposes.  We  have  not  as  yet  tried  it  for  coking,  but  tests  will  be 
made  soon.  We  are  thoroughly  satisfied  that  we  have  as  good  bituminous 
coal  as  any  produced  in  the  United  States.”  Analysis  shows:  Volatile  com¬ 
bustible  mattter,  31.39;  fixed  carbon,  63.78;  ash,  3.79;  sulphur,  i  04;  total, 100.00 


BRONZE  RAl'ER-WEKJHT  (iUN. 

The  Ludlow-Saylor  Wire  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  manufacturers  of  wire  coal 
screen  webs,  and  all  kinds  of  iron  and  steel  wire  cloth,  etc.,  have  now  ready  for 

the  market  a  handsomely  fin¬ 
ished  bronze-metal  ship’s 
gun.  As  will  be  seen  from 
the  illustration,  the  gun  is 
mounted  and  on  each  side  of 
the  trunnions  appears  the 
shield  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  now  well-known 
words,  “Remember  the 
Maine.”  As  it  is  well  propor¬ 
tioned  and  finely  finished,  it 
will  prove  an  ornamental  and 
useful  object  for  the  business 
desk.  It  makes  a  handy  and 
convenient  paper-weight,  and 
being  partially  hollow  it  is 
not  too  heavy  for  that  purpose.  As  souvenirs  to  present  to  customers  they 
would  be  prized  and  greatly  appreciated,  as  they  are  not  very  expensive  yet 
sufficiently  attractive  to  cause  comment. 

Further  information  as  to  prices,  etc.,  will  be  cheerfully  furnished  by  the 
Ludlow-Saylor  Wire  Co.,  Fourth  and  Elm  streets,  St.  Louis. 


The  Tennessee  Coal  and  Iron  Railroad  Company  and  the  Slose  Iron  and 
Steel  Company  have  granted  an  advance  of  1%,  cents  a  ton,  aqual  to  7  per 
cent  in  wages,  to  their  8,000  coal  miners,  effective  July  i,  and  a  strike  which 
was  threatened  will  be  diverted.  The  miners  demanded  a  five-cent  raise,  but 
a  compromise  was  reached  on  half  that  sum. 


TO  BOOM  ANTHRACITE  COAL. 

On  Wednesday,  June  28,  there  was  a  meeting  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  boards  of  trade  and  business  men’s  leagues,  from  towns  through¬ 
out  the  anthracite  coal  fields  of  the  state  to  discuss  the  depression,  and  de¬ 
vise  ways  and  means  to  ameliorate  them  by  appeals  to  place  the  coal  trade  on 
a  better  basis.  The  movement  was  started  in  Mt.  Carmel  some  weeks  ago 
and  spread  to  all  towns  in  the  anthracite  regions.  The  meeting  in  point  of 
numbers  and  enthusiasm  was  beyond  all  expectations.  Mr.  Thos.  H.  Dale, 
of  Scranton,  was  elected  permanent  president;  W.  K.  Lord,  of  Mt.  Carmel, 
secretary;  and  E.  G.  Seiler,  of  Shamokin,  treasurer.  Various  committees  were 
named,  executive,  ways  and  means,  and  others. 

The  ways  and  means  committee  suggested  the  formation  of  auxiliary 
boards  in  every  town  in  the  anthracite  fields  to  co-operate  with  the  motives  of 
the  convention,  and  a  membership  fee  of  $5  per  annum  was  fixed.  The  con¬ 
vention  decided  the  name  of  the  organization  should  be  the  Anthracite  Associa¬ 
tion. 

The  resolutions  adopted  deplored  the  conditions  in  the  anthracite  coal 
trade;  decried  the  excessive  discrimination  in  freight  rates;  declared  them 
500  to  600  per  cent  greater  on  anthracite  than  on  bituminous  coal;  declared 
that  lessened  rates  must  be  granted,  and  urged  support  and  encouragement  to 
the  building  of  a  new  railroad  by  the  individual  operators  and  business  men 
of  the  seaboard.  The  resolutions  also  declared  that  the  railroads  using  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal  within  the  anthracite  coal  fields  were  a  detriment  to  the  com- 
mun  ity. 

The  convention  adjourned  to  meet  in  Hazleton  at  the  call  of  the  presi¬ 
dent. 


WYCKOFF  WOOD  WATER  PIPE. 


The  patent  wood  water  pipe  manufactured  by  A.  Wyckoff  &  Son,  Elmira, 
N.  Y.,  in  its  various  styles,  shows  to  splendid  advantage  among  other  water 
pipe  used  in  coal  and  metal  mining  for  irrigating  and  general  water  supply 
purposes.  The  advantages  which  cause  it  to  be  preferred  over  iron  pipe  in 

most  situations  are  many.  It 
is  much  the  cheapest  form  of 
water  pipe  made  and  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  laying  is  hardly  more 
than  one-half  that  of  iron 
pipe.  Having  great  strength 
it  IS  extremely  light  in  weight 
as  well,  running  from  2 
pounds  per  foot  in  pipe  of  i  >^- 
inch  bore  to  18  pounds  per 
foot  in  pipe  of  6-inch  bore. 
The  great  ease  and  low  cost 
of  transportation  are  further 
points  in  its  favor,  and  it  is 
very  durable.  There  are  numerous  cases  on  record  where  the  Wyckoff  pipe 
still  in  service  has  been  laid  more  than  20  years.  This  pipe  is  made  through¬ 
out  the  various  styles  of  carefully  selected  white  pine,  in  lengths  varying  from 
4  to  8  feet  long.  These  are  connected  in  a  manner  which  insures  them  being 
perfectly  water  and  air  tight,  the  number  of  lengths  used  depending  upon  the 
length  of  line  desired.  Any  laborer  can  Connect  them,  as  they  are  simply 
driven  together.  Plain  square  water  pipe  may  be  obtained  of  any  desired 
caliber  up  to  6  inches,  ranging  in  external  dimensions  from  3J^x3>^  inches  to 
loxio  inches,  the  size  being  proportioned  to  the  diameter  of  the  bore  and  the 
pressure  it  will  be  required 
to  sustain.  The  lengths  meas¬ 
uring  from  6  to  8  feet  long 
are  banded  at  chamber  end 
to  prevent  splitting  when 
driven  together,  and  are  con¬ 
nected  by  a  socket  joint 
which  is  water  and  air  tight. 

This  style  of  water  pipe  is  a 
very  cheap  and  reliable  pipe 
for  conveying  water,  and  when 
laid  in  wet  soil  has  proved 
extremely  durable.  What 
is  known  as  Strengthened  Water  Pipe  comes  in  lengths  6  to  8  feet,  bored 
the  desired  size  with  a  patent  auger,  making  a  perfectly  smooth  bore.  It  is 
then  turned  in  a  lathe,  which  removes  all  the  sap  and  leaves  a  shell  of  the 
required  thickness.  This  is  banded  with  hoop-iron  spirally  wound  and 
pressed  on  tightly  by  means  of  a  banding  machine,  the  hoop-iron  having  pre¬ 
viously  been  passed  through  a  preparation  of  cement,  which  gives  it  a  coating 
on  the  under  side  as  well  as  on  the  outside.  The  nearness  of  the  bands  and 
the  weight  of  the  hoop-iron  are  regulated  by  the  pressure  the  pipe  is  to  sus¬ 
tain.  After  being  thoroughly  tested  under  hydraulic  pressure,  as  is  all  pipe 
made  at  the  Wyckoff  works,  the  Strengthened  Water  Pipe  is  finally  coated 
with  asphaltum.  This  pipe  is  especially  recommended  for  use  in  coal  mines 
and  coke  works,  not  being  affected  by  sulphur  or  other  impurities.  For  dry. 
sandy  or  gravel  soil  another  style  of  wood  pipe  called  the  Round  and  Coated 
Water  Pipe  is  recommended  for  the  best  results.  This  is  made  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Strengthened  Water  Pipe,  except  that  it  is  not  wound  with 
hoop-iron.  It  is  obtained  in  sizes  from  i  inch  to  6  inches,  internal  measuie- 
ment.  For  situations  where  pipe  of  extra  large  size  is  required,  the  Wyckoff 
wood  water  pipe  is  furnished  from  7  to  16  inches  bore,  made  of  while  pine 
staves,  which  are  jointed  together  and  wound  with  steel  hoops,  coated  with 
asphaltum  cement.  In  this  style  of  pipe  the  lengths  are  from  4  to  8  feet 
long,  connected  by  a  socket  joint.  The  Wyckoff  wood  water  pipe  is  acid 
proof,  and  can  be  furnished  to  meet  any  service.  Tees,  crosses,  angles, 
elbows,  etc.,  are  provided  and  connections  with  them  are  easily  and  quickly 
made.  Fuller  particulars,  with  some  interesting  testimonials  showing  the 
long  life  of  this  material,  may  be  had  by  addressing  A.  Wyckoff  &  Son,  at 
Elmira,  N.  Y. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Huntsville  Coal  Co.,  Missouri  City,  Mo.,  have 
leased  the  Missouri  City  coal  mine  and  will  open  in  full  blast  July  i. 
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ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 


On  motion  at  the  convention  of  the  W.  &  R.  C.  D.  A.  of  Ohio,  held  June 
14,  1898,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  suitable  resolutions  on  the  death 
of  our  esteemed  member,  Mr.  I.  H.  Quinn,  of  Hillsboro,  Ohio. 

Whereas,  God  in  his  all-wise  providence,  has  removed  by  death  our  es¬ 
teemed  and  beloved  associate,  I.  H.  Quinn;  and 

Whereas,  In  his  death  his  family  has  lost  a  kind,  affectionate  and  indul¬ 
gent  member,  and  the  W.  &  R.  C.  D.  A.  of  Ohio,  an  active,  useful  and  worthy 
associate;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  while  we  members  of  the  W.  &  R.  C.  D.  A.  of  Ohio  do 
mourn  for  our  departed  associate,  we  bow  in  humble  submission  to  the  will  of 
Him  who  has  called  the  spirit  of  our  departed  member  on  the  pilgrimage  to 
that  undiscovered  country  from  whose  bourn  no  traveler  returns,  knowing 
that  our  loss  is  his  eternal  gain. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased,  and 
to  The  Black  Dia.mond.  W.  J.  Ferguson,  } 

Jerry  Morrow,  \  committee. 


The  following  paper  on  “Permanency  of  United  Endeavor,”  by  the  editor 
of  The  Black  Diamond,  was  read  at  the  annual  convention  of  the  Ohio  Coal 
Dealers’ Association  at  Toledo,  June  14th,  and  is  now  published  by  request: 

PER.MANENCY  OF  UNITED  ENDEAVOR. 

In  the  great  consistory  of  events  which  have  caused  the  evolution  of  the 
coal  business  from  narrow  and  slightly  desirable  channels  to  broader,  sounder 
and  more  permanent  spheres  of  activity,  none  present  credentials  more  posi¬ 
tively  efficient  or  that  cannot  be  less  reasonably  questioned  than  the  actions 
of  the  great  body  of  associate  coal  dealers  who  have  focused  and  cemented  to¬ 
gether  m  bonds  of  indissoluble  permanency  the  experiences  of  the  past  and 
present,  and  their  joint  endeavors  to  triumph  over  any  vicissitudes  of  business 
that  may  devolve  upon  their  career;  and  as  we  look  back  upon  the  past  of  the 
coal  trade,  ere  associate  exertion  turned  toward  prosperity,  the  tediousness  of 
inaptitude  in  spasmodic  individual  effort  elicits  deep  consideration  for  unity 
of  purpose  in  constant  endeavor.  The  impotence  of  singlehandedness  has 
been  replaced  by  united  purpose,  the  helpless  have  been  made  strong,  the 
weak  a  mighty  factor  in  trade,  and  all  along  the  retrospect  the  mementoes  of 
our  financial  deliverance,  commercial  prosperity  and  permanency  of  the  way 
are  the  milestones  in  the  walk  of  associate  endeavor. 

The  mighty  and  minute  processes  of  development  in  the  realm  of  nature 
work  unitedly  and  uninterruptedly.  The  suns  of  heaven  in  brightening 
grandeur  swing  on  amid  the  cycles  of  eternity,  bringing  around  wiih  chrono¬ 
logical  exactness  the  periods  of  the  seasons,  mingling  their  sunbeams  with 
the  kindred  elements  of  heat  that  are  frictional  and  dissipated  fiom  the  roll 
of  spheres.  Star  speaks  unto  star  as  the  star  dust  flits  from  the  thousand 
specks  of  light.  Day  calls  unto  day  as  the  beams  of  light  anticipate  the  glory 
ot  its  meridian  blaze;  night  whispers  unto  night  as  shade  by  shade  the  even¬ 
ing  twilight  falls,  and  each  adds  its  effort  to  the  others  in  maintaining  the 
permanency  of  the  centuries.  The  mountain  processes  work  slowly,  unitedly 
and  mightily.  The  “little  drops  of  water,  little  grains  of  sand,  make  a 
mighty  ocean  and  the  beauteous  land,”  and  the  sea  wash  is  constant  with  all 
Its  waters,  its  combined  forces  remodeling  the  earth  for  the  greater  per¬ 
manency  of  blessedness  to  man.  The  coral  insects  play  upon  the  sea  sand 
and  combined  in  effort  the  little  insects  reach  out  their  reefs  and  branches 
until  bars  of  coral  and  promontories,  peaks  and  lands  appear  where  ocean 
once  was  free  to  sweep  in  foam.  The  exercise  of  independent  individual 
powers  is  often  fruitful  of  present  success,  the  day  of  small  things  in  single 
endeavor  is  not  to  be  despised,  but  there  may  be  heroic  dereliction  from 
proper  channels  of  individual  effort  when  one  ever  thinks  himself 
right  and  works  unknowingly  in  the  wrong  direction  and  to  the  wrong  end; 
whereas  a  united  pull  at  the  rope  in  the  right  direction  would  insure  success, 
and  if  the  effort  be  united  in  purpose  and  in  the  direction  made  known 
through  the  proper  organ  of  the  association,  after  due  consideration  of  its 
members,  we  soon  should  perceive  that  its  abiding  effects  are  turned  to  our 
lasting  reward.  But  to  become  a  little  more  practical;  in  an  association  of 
this  kind,  and  which  to  be  in  the  least  degree  successful  must  from  its  incipi- 
ency  be  systematically  conducted  with  due  regard  to  order  and  method  of 
procedure,  otherwise  its  very  existence  will  be  of  short  duration.  But  system 
and  order,  while  excellent  qualities  in  themselves,  are  not  all  that  is  necessary 
for  the  successful  carrying  on  of  the  business  end  of  the  association.  There 
must  be  work  and  plenty  of  it,  as  well  as  united  endeavor  on  the  part  of  its 
membership,  to  carry  out  its  aim  and  objects  to  insure  permanent  success. 
Equal  effort  on  the  part  of  each  officer  and  every  member  of  the  association 
is  absolutely  essential  and  of  paramount  importance  to  secure  for  it  a  prosper¬ 
ous,  successful  and  happy  career.  It  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone;  one 
person  working  by  himself  can  accomplish  little;  but  let  a  number  of  people 
get  together,  having  the  same  end  in  view  and  what  do  we  see,  or  what  is  the 
result?  First  an  interchange  of  ideas  followed  by  discussion  and  finally 
unanimity,  and  the  objective  point  which  brought  them  together  is  obtained. 
We  all  remember  the  fable  of  the  “old  man,  his  sons  and  the  bundle  of 
sticks.”  Taken  separately  were  easily  broken  by  the  sons,  but  when  bound 
together  into  a  bundle  were  unyieldingly  firm.  United  endeavor  on  the  part 
of  members  of  organizations  of  this  character  insures  permanency,  and  this  is 
more  especially  n  jtable  where  the  members  work  harmoniously  together  for 
the  good  of  all  and  with  one  aim  and  one  object  in  view — the  building  up  of 
their  association.  The  very  fact  that  the  membership  is  banded  together 
with  that  aspitatioii  assures  for  it  the  lasting  and  enduring  quality  of  perma¬ 
nence.  I  will  close  with  a  few  words  in  regard  to  voiir  official  paper  which  1 
have  the  honor  to  represent.  Your  officers,  and  more  particularly  your  secre¬ 
tary,  should  make  more  use  of  the  paper.  A  whole  page  is  set  aside  by  the 
management  of  The  Black  Dia.mond  for  the  publication  ot  any  news,  and 
what  you  do  in  the  association  is  or  should  be  of  interest  to  your  membership ; 
so  after  a  meeting  held  by  any  of  your  officers  in  any  town,  a  brief  synopsis  of 
the  attendance  and  what  was  said  and  done  should  be  forwarded  to  the 
paper.  In  this  way  not  onlv  your  own  members,  but  those  of  other  state 
organizations,  would  know  what  you  are  doing.  Don  t  hide  your  light  under  a 
bushel.  Let  the  coal  trade  know  all  that  is  done  in  your  organization,  particu¬ 
larly  as  regards  pushing  your  membership. 


OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interest 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


William  H.  Burns,  of  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  who  was  until  recently  one  of  the 
New  York  Central's  roadmasters,  with  headquarters  at  Batavia,  has  purchased 
a  half  interest  in  the  coal  business  of  William  Gould,  of  Batavia.  The  firm 
name  will  be  Gould  &  Burns. 

* 

%  * 

The  retail  coal  dealers  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  held  a  meeting  June  22  at  the 
Hotel  Boyer  and  completed  arrangements  for  the  proposed  combination.  Ap¬ 
praisers  were  appointed  to  fix  the  values  of  the  different  retail  plants.  The 
chief  object  of  the  syndicate  is  to  reduce  expenses,  as  there  will  be  fewer  flats 
and  barges  used.  Members  say  that  the  combination  does  not  contemplate 
any  increase  in  the  price  of  coal. 

*  ♦ 

Last  week  Mr.  Wm.  N.  Winn  severed  his  connection  with  the  Peirce  & 
Winn  Co.,  coal  merchants  of  Arlington,  Mass.,  after  several  years  of  success¬ 
ful  business  relations  with  the  same.  Mr.  Warren  A.  Peirce,  the  senior  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm,  takes  his  nephew,  Mr.  Walter  H.  Peirce,  into  the  firm,  and  we 
trust  the  new  firm  may  enjoy  the  success  which  his  thus  far  been  a  marked 
feature  of  this  long  established  business  enterprise. 

*  ♦ 

Our  Hartford  correspondent  sends  the  following:  “The  county  commis¬ 
sioners  yesterday  granted  to  Hatch  &  North  the  contract  to  furnish  175  tons 
of  egg  coalat  the  county  building, and  the  contract  to  furnish  600  tons  of  bitum¬ 
inous  coal  for  the  Hartford  county  jail  was  awarded  to  Joel  C.  Taft.  Frayer 
&  Foster,  the  Edward  Balf  Co.,  the  Hartford  Coal  Co.,  \V.  C.  Ma-on  &  Co., 
Joel  C.  Taft  and  Hatch  &  North  bid  on  the  egg  coal  contract.  The  Edward 
Balf  Co.  and  Frayer  &  Foster  did  not  bid  for  the  contract  to  furnish  the 
bituminous  coal.  The  commissioners  do  not  make  public  the  figures  at  which 
the  contracts  were  awarded. 

^  * 

A  correspondent  writing  from  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  says:  Coal  gas  is  rapidly 
gaining  in  favor  here.  The  sales  of  gas  cooking  ranges  and  small  heaters  for 
chambers  and  parlors  are  multiplying  themselves  every  summer.  The  con¬ 
venience  of  kindling  a  fire  by  the  stroke  of  a  friction  match,  drawing  it  by  a 
touch  of  a  key,  and  evading  the  smut  of  coal  and  the  litter  of  ashes  combine  to 
almost  daily  enlarge  the  already  wide  circle  of  converts.  The  cost  is  found 
not  largely  to  exceed  the  continuous  use  of  crude  fuel,  of  which  90  per  cent,  is 
wasted.  Prophets  tell  of  a  near  future  when  gas  is  to  be  the  sole  heating  agent 
for  homes.  Coal  miners,  operators,  dealers  and  carriers  are  not  dismayed  by 
the  prospect,  as  gas  is  coal  in  tractable  and  convenient  form. 


COAL  FOR  LOUISIANA. 

In  an  interesting  article  dealing  with  fuel  for  Louisiana  atj  exchange  re¬ 
fers  as  follows  to  the  effect  of  the  establishment  by  the  Southern  Railroad  of  a 
coal  barge  line  from  Greenville,  Miss.: 

“This  barge  line  is  now  an  accomplished  fact,  and  it  should  have  a  ma¬ 
terial  effect  upon  coal  prices  by  stimulating  the  competition  between  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  Alabama  coals.  The  tipple  erected  at  Greenville  by  the  Southern 
Railway  has  a  present  capacity  of  about  1,200  tons  a  day,  and  the  towing  fa¬ 
cilities  are  practically  unlimited,  one  of  the  most  powerful  towboats  on  the 
river  being  now  engaged  in  the  work,  and  the  services  of  as  many  more  as 
may  be  necessary  can  be  readily  secured. 

“The  consumption  of  coal  on  the  river  and  tributaries  south  of  Greenville 
is  probably  in  the  neighborhood  of  1,000,000  tons  per  annum,  and  the  present 
output  of  the  Corona  mine,  the  American  mine  and  the  Virginia  and  Alabama 
mine — these  three  being  the  only  ones  so  situated  that  they  can  ship  over  the 
Southern  Railway’s  Greenville  feeder  to  advantage — is  about  800,000  tons  a 
year.  This  output,  however,  can  be  enlarged  to  practically  any  quantity  that 
there  is  a  demand  for,  the  mining  properties  being  susceptible  of  enormous 
development,  consisting,  as  they  do,  of  some  26,000  acres  of  coal  lands. 

“One  feature  of  the  system  of  transportation  involved  which  will  com¬ 
mend  itself  particularly  to  the  sugar  planter,  is  that  the  railroad  company 
gives  a  through  bill  of  lading  right  from  the  mine  to  the  plantation,  covering 
the  entire  rail  and  water  haul,  and  it  appears  to  have  the  same  confidence  in 
its  ability  to  handle  the  immense  shipments  promptly  and  safely  as  it  would 
in  its  ability  to  carry  a  barrel  of  sugar  into  Texas.  The  river  south  of  Green¬ 
ville  is  comparatively  devoid  of  danger  for  the  tows,  and  the  excellent  track¬ 
age  between  the  mines  and  the  Greenville  tipple  permits  of  the  operating  of 
immense  trains  of  seventy-five  or  eighty  loaded  cars  with  perfect  safety. 

“There  has  existed  a  strong  dislike  in  many  quarters  to  Alabama  coal, 
and  in  some  instances  it  appears  to  have  been  well  founded.  These  mines 
are  comparative  new,  and  when  first  opened  their  outcroppings  were  put 
upon  the  market,  and  in  many  instances  gave  disastrous  results.  Again,  it 
has  been  unfortunately  the  case  that  dealers  in  this  coal  have  committed  the 
error  of  overselling  themselves,  and  have,  in  their  extremity,  delivered  coal 
of  a  grade  inferior  to  what  they  promised.  These  are  not  irremediable  faults, 
and  a  determined  effort  is  being  made  to  live  them  down.  The  mines  are  now  well 
developed  and  the  absurdity  of  killing  the  goose  which  laid  the  golden  egg  is 
dawning  upon  the  eager  dealers.  So  far  as  our  planters  are  concerned,  they 
are  interested  only  in  getting  good  coal  and  getting  it  cheap.  There  is  no 
sentiment  in  the  matter.  The  coal  companies  of  Alabama  have  now  secured 
reliable  and  cheap  transportation;  they  are  turning  out  first-class  coal,  and 
Louisiana  is  reaping  the  benefit  of  it  in  a  cheap  and  excellent  supply  for  its 
great  sugar  factories,  and  the  city  of  New  Orleans  will  likewise  be  benefited 
by  this  more  certain  and  cheap  coal  supply,  and  will  soon  become  the  great 
manufacturing  city  that  her  location,  climate  and  resources  have  long  fore¬ 
told.” 
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COAL  washing;  IX  VlI{(;iMA. 


The  accompanying  illustration  shows  a  portion  of  the  large  coal  screen¬ 
ing,  washing  and  coking  plant  of  the  Toms  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  at  Toms 
Creek,  West  V^irginia.  While  it  is  in  itself  interesting  as  a  modern  and  com¬ 
plete  plant,  it  also  gives  evidence  of  the  rapid  strides  of  the  coal  and  coke 
industry  in  Wise  County  and  the  fields  adjacent.  This  growth  is  truly  marvel¬ 
ous  when  it  is  recalled  that  the  developments  of  this  section  only  began  in 
1892. 

The  plant  is  complete  in  every  detail  and  as  nearly  automatic  as  it  can 
be.  It  may  be  briefly  described  as  follows:  The  plant  is  located  near  the 
base  of  a  mountain  in  such  a  position  as  to  make  the  delivery  of  the  coal  from 
the  several  mines  inexpensive,  and  at  the  same  time  use  the  natural  slope  of 
the  mountain  advantageously  for  the  foundations  and  erection  of  the  build¬ 
ings. 

Here  the  coal  is  assembled  in  tram  cars  from  the  mines  and  is  tippled 
over  an  automatic  full  open  dump  into  a  receiving  hopper,  whence  it  is  fed 


into  a  double  strand  steel  scraper  conveyor.  This  conveyor  carries  the  coal 
down  an  incline  310  feet,  retarding  the  flow  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent 
breakage.  The  lower  twenty  feet  of  the  conveyor  is  in  the  form  of  a  screen, 
through  the  meshes  of  which  the  greater  portion  of  slack  falls,  leaving  only 
the  lump  coal  to  be  discharged  onto  an  endless  steel  apron  conveyor,  which 
is  about  fifty  feet  long  by  four  feet  wide,  and  forms  the  picking  table.  The 
speed  here  is  slow,  thus  affording  ample  time  for  the  pickers  to  separate  and 
remove  the  impurities. 

From  the  picking  table  the  coal  is  discharged  onto  a  lump  screen  over 
which  the  lump  coal  passes  into  a  center  dump  basket  which  lowers  the  coal 
with  a  minimum  of  breakage  into  railway  cars  beneath.  When  it  is  not  de¬ 
sired  to  load  the  lump  coal  on  cars  it  may  be  delivered  from  the  screen  into  a 
storage  bin,  and  from  this  bin  conveyed  to  a  disintegrator  which  reduces  it  fine 
enough  for  coking. 

The  finer  coal  which  falls  through  the  meshes  of  the  lump  screen  passes 
in  turn  over  a  nut  screen,  over  which  the  nut  coal  passes  into  spiral  convey¬ 


ors  which  carry  it  to  railway  cars.  When  it  is  so  desired  the  nut  may  be 
diverted  from  the  cars  and  delivered  into  an  elevator  which  delivers  into  a 
Jeffrey  Robinson  coal  washer.  All  the  slack  coal,  both  that  which  falls 
through  the  screen  at  the  foot  of  the  long  retarding  conveyor  as  well  as  that 
which  falls  through  the  nut  screen,  is  also  elevated  to  the  washer. 

The  washer  is  constructed  with  a  conical-shaped  tank  in  which  the  coal  is 
agitated  by  revolving  stirring  fingers  attached  to  a  vertical  shaft.  At  the  same 
time  it  is  brought  in  contact  with  water  forced  into  the  tank  from  below.  The 
force  of  the  water  is  nicely  adjusted  so  as  to  be  just  sufficient  to  raise  the 
particles  of  coal,  and  at  the  same  time  allow  the  slate  and  other  impurities  to 
settle  to  the  bottom  into  a  receiving  chamber,  from  whence  they  are  discharged 
at  intervals  by  means  of  valves..  The  coal  passes  from  the  top  of  the  washer 
into  the  overflow,  and  is  .conveyed  over  draining  screens  to  a  spiral  conveyor, 
which  in  turn  distributes  it  into  the  storage  bin.  From  the  storage  bin  a 
spiral  conveyor  also  takes  it  to  the  disintegrator.  After  the  coal  passes 
through  the  disintegrator  it  is  elevated  to  a  scraper  conveyor  which  discharges 
it  into  the  larry  bins  ready  for  the  coke  ovens. 


The  power  house  is  next  to  the  tipple  building  and  is  of  brick.  The  power 
is  supplied  by  two  engines,  one  being  directly  connected  with  disintegrator, 
also  drives  the  elevator  and  conveyor  which  carry  the  disintegrated  coal  to 
the  larry  bins.  The  other  engine  drives  a  line  shaft  from  which  the  remainder 
of  the  machinery  is  driven. 

The  plant  as  described  above  will  handle  2000  tons  of  coal  per  day  in  al¬ 
most  any  manner  desired,  supplying  215  coke  ovens.  It  may  all  be  shipped 
by  car  as  coal  or  may  all  be  disintegrated  for  coking,  or  again  portions  of  it 
may  be  shipped  or  coked  as  desired.  The  washer  makes  it  practicable  to 
market  the  largest  possible  percentage  of  the  mine  product  without  added 
expense  or  labor. 

The  Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Co.  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  furnished  the  plans 
and  machinery  for  the  plant  and  supervised  the  installation,  while  its  success 
has  been  insured  by  the  energetic  and  intelligent  co-operation  of  Mr.  H.  Hard¬ 
away,  the  manager  of  the  company’s  business  at  the  mines. 


WESTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 

The  mines  of  the  Iowa  Block  Coal  Co.,  Ottumwa,  la.,  in  the  Mystic  field, 
are  closed  for  the  season. 

Valuable  finds  of  coal,  the  veins  varying  from  40  inches  to  70  inches,  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  discovered  by  the  drill  around  Saginaw,  Mich. 

Elmer  Gould,  of  Albee  township,  Saginaw,  Mich.,  has  been  sinking  a  test 
coal  well  on  his  farm,  and  reports  that  a  good  vein  has  been  found. 

The  Standard  Mining  Co.,  Saginaw,  Mich.,  is  pushing  the  work  at  the  foot 
of  its  shaft,  and  will  be  taking  out  coal  in  quantities  in  a  few  days. 

Until  12  noon,  Friday,  July  8,  the  Board  of  Education,  Moline,  Ill.,  will  re¬ 
ceive  bids  for  Cable  coal  or  equal.  The  amount  required  is  about  600  tons. 

The  Board  of  Education,  Waukegan,  Ill.,  asks  proposals  for  300  tons  of 
screened  anthracite  coal.  Bids  will  be  received  until  noon  Friday  July  15, 
1898. 

Fire  in  the  Sunny  Side  coal  shaft  at  Trenton,  Mo.,  last  week  totally  de¬ 
stroyed  the  machinery  and  other  valuable  property.  The  buildings  were  new 
and  the  loss  is  estimated  at  ;gio,ooo.  Abe  Harmon,  night  watchman,  was 
severely  burned  on  the  leg. 

At  St.  Charles,  Mich,  two  new  shafts  are  to  be  sunk  on  the  coal  lands 
leased  by  the  Somers  Coal  Co.,  and  the  Will  Creek  Co.  The  coal  in  this  field 
is  claimed  to  be  the  equal  of  any  yet  discovered  in  the  Valley  and  the  supply 
is  practically  inexhaustible. 


A  coal  shaft  is  about  to  be  sunk  on  the  Holland  farm,  south  of  Stoney 
island,  near  Saginaw,  Mich.  The  coal  mine  and  brick  yard  in  that  vicinity 
will  have  a  tendency  to  build  up  quite  a  settlement  on  Stone  island. 

The  North  American  Chemical  Co.,  at  Bay  City,  Mich.,  has  closed  con¬ 
tracts  by  which  it  will  control  about  three-fourths  of  the  interests  in  the  Bay 
coal  mines  at  Monitor.  The  Bay  mines  tap  a  large  vein  of  coal  which  is 
jiractically  inexhaustible  and  will  supply  the  needs  of  the  company  for  many 
years. 

It  is  said  that  the  majority  of  the  organizers  and  some  of  the  officers  of 
the  Western  American  Co.,  Seattle,  Wash.,  are  residents  of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa, 
or  former  residents  of  that  city.  The  corporation  has  a  capital  stock  of  $500,- 
000,  and  is  organized  to  develop  the  coal  and  copper  deposits  in  the  Mt. 
Rapier  district  in  Washington. 

The  Wyoming  men  interested  in  the  coal  which  has  been  shipped  and  is 
now  being  tested  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  say  that  it  is  of  a  very  superior  qual¬ 
ity,  and  is  said  to  exist  in  such  large  quantities  as  to  supply  the  heaviest  de¬ 
mands  for  many  years  to  come.  The  result  of  the  investigation  will  not  be 
made  known  for  several  days  as  the  tests  are  numerous  and  lengthy,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  being  severe. 

Receiver  P.  Y.  Heckman,  of  the  Seattle  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Seattle,  Wash., 

!  has  filed  his  second  quarterly  report,  containing  a  statement  of  the  receipts 
and  disbursements  made  under  his  direction  for  the  three  months  ending 
April  30.  The  report  is  a  flattering  commentary  on  the  condition  of  the  prop¬ 
erty,  in  that  it  shows  a  surplus  of  receipts  above  expenditures  of  $11,632  for 
the  period  covered  by  the  report. 
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A  NEW  BELT  DRESSING. 


There  has  been  a  growing  demand  among  belt  users  for  a  more  conve¬ 
nient  form  of  belt  dressing  than  the  paste.  The  Joseph  Dixon  Crucible  Co., 
Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  are  now  placing  on  the  market  a  solid  belt  dressing  in  round 
bars,  about  8  inches  long  and  2  inches  diameter.  It  makes  a  package  con¬ 
venient  to  the  hand,  and  easy  to  apply  even  to  fast  running  belts.  The  com¬ 


pany  does  not  claim  that  the  solid  dressing  is  as  good  a  preservative  of  the 
life  and  elasticity  of  the  leather  as  the  Dixon  paste,  but  it  is  quick  to  apply  and 
quick  to  act,  and  that  is  what  is  wanted  by  the  general  run  of  belt  users.  It  will 
be  seen  from  the  above  that  these  manufacturers  cater  to  the  demands  of  all 
classes  of  belt  users,  for  this  belt  dressing  is  easy  to  handle  and  easy  to  apply 
and  there  are  many  engineers  who  have  not  the  time  to  spare  to  apply  the 
regular  paste. 


3.  c. 


- AGENT - 

Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad  Company’s 

SCRANTON  COAL. 


{Soft  Ooal  &  Oolsio. 


s.  .V.VXXVXNV',  X'W'WWNN.  WV'.^WWWVWW'W  \  \\  \\  VVVVVN^VV\^VVVVVVVVWVVVVVVV 

C.  L.  DERINC,  Manager. 

Street,  =  Chicaoo. 


The  St.  Louis  and 
Big  Muddy  Coal  Co. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE: 

CARBONDALE,  ILL 


MINES  NEAR 


CARTERVILLE, 
Williamson  County, 

ILL. 


CAPACITY 

2,500 

TONS 

DAILY. 


I  KAUC.  IVIMKIV. 

A  600  ton  daily  capacity  Luhri^  Coal  Wasning  Plant  operated  in  connection  with 


mine. 


Cenerat  Sales  Agents  for  the 


■Erie  R.  R.  Corrpeny’s 


COAL 


SOLE  .A.O-B1TTS  FOE  TKCE  ELOSSETTEGIr  CO-A.L 

BBANOH  OFFICES:  BIAIN  OFFICE:  ]  SHIPPINa  WHABVE8: 

^  Buffalo,  T.  Mew  Haven,  OoxuL.  Washington  Building,  No.  1  Broadway,  I  Weebawken,  N.  J.  Buffale,  N.T. 

9o«too,  Vass.  New  York.  I  ?lenpoDt,  JY-  Y. 

M.  S,  BQBINSON  W^^t^rn  Sales  Agent,  BUFFALQ,  N.  Y* 
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SOUTHEK.N  COAL  AM)  ( OKE  NOTES. 

The  Algoma  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Salem,  \'a.,  which  has  been  the 
property  of  Salem  gentlemen,  has  been  transferred  to  Pennsylvania  capitalists 
for  $60,000. 

The  shipments  of  coal  by  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Canal  are  gradually 
decreasing  from  last  year.  The  shipments  of  the  present  season  so  far  are 
10,829  tons  behind  those  of  last  year. 

The  customs  authorities  at  Baltimore  have  been  notified  by  the  authori¬ 
ties  at  Washington  that  no  coal  for  Cuba  or  Porto  Rico  must  be  allowed  clear¬ 
ance  pajiers.  It  seems  there  has  been  some  relaxation  along  the  Atlantic  sea 
coast  in  the  enforcement  of  a  prior  similar  order. 

The  miners  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  employed  by  the  Knoxville  Iron  Co.,  are 
on  strike  as  the  result  of  machinery  being  put  in.  Ejections  have  been 
ordered,  with  the  prospect  of  trouble.  Indications  show  unrest  among  the 
minets  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  and  the  strike  may  become  general. 

At  a  conference  last  week  of  miners  with  the  Tennessee  Iron  &  R.iilroad 
Company  at  Birmingham,  Ala.,  the  company  declined  to  grant  the  demand 
for  a  5-cents  a  ton  advance,  but  no  further  results  have  been  reported.  Indi¬ 
cations  point  to  a  compromise  on  a  2%  cents  a  ton  advance.  The  Sloss  Iron 
&  Steel  Co  informed  the  committee  waiting  on  them  'hat  they  had  a  two- 
year  contract  with  their  miners,  not  expiring  until  July.  1899. 

Rail  shipments  of  coal  from  the  George's  Creek  (Cumberland)  region  for 
the  week  ended  June  18  aggregate  69,401.83  tons,  canal  shipments  being 
5,321,18  tons.  Total  shipments  for  the  year  aggregate  1,907,242.15  tons,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  205,233.04  tons  over  the  corresponding  period  of  1897.  Shipments  by 
canal  show  a  decrease  of  10,829.07  tons  from  last  year.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
continues  to  carry  the  bulk  of  the  coal,  its  tonnage  for  the  year  aggregating 
1,273.493-26  tons. 

"If  I-' red  Uilcher  of  the  United  Mine  Workers’  Union  will  visit  the  coal 
regions  of  West  Virginia  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted 
wiih  'the  lowest  class  of  immigrants’  he  so  graphically  described  from  his  im¬ 
agination.  He  may  learn  the  difference  between  the  class  of  individuals  he 
imagines  them  to  be  and  the  class  of  intelligent  citizens,  most  of  them  born 
and  reared  in  the  communities  in  which  they  work,  that  they  are.  The  class 
he  describes  is  a  small  percentage  of  the  whole  of  the  district  he  especially  re¬ 
fers  to.” — Fairmont  Index. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Ohio  coal  roads,  through  the  Central  Coal  and  Coke 
Co.,  are  planning  a  desperate  effort  to  drive  the  West  \'irginia  operators  out 
of  the  lake  business  or  make  them  come  to  terms.  It  has  always  been  the 
contention  of  the  Ohio  coal  traffic  interests  that  the  lake  business  properly 
belonged  to  them,  and  that  the  lakes  are  not  the  natural  market  for  coal  from 
West  Virginia.  Accordingly  the  company  has  determined  on  a  more  aggres¬ 
sive  policy  and  will  reduce  the  price  of  coal  5  cents  a  ton  on  board  vessels  at 
Toledo.  The  reduction  will  be  borne  by  the  operators  since  the  railroads 
claim  to  be  hauling  for  as  low  a  rate  now  as  they  can  stand. 

A  correspondent  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  reports  that  Bonanza,  a  new  coal 
mining  town  thirteen  miles  south  of  Fort  Smith  on  the  St.  Louis  &  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  railroad,  holds  the  record  of  this  state  in  hoisting  more  coal  in  one  day 
than  any  other  mine  in  this  state,  although  yet  in  its  infancy,  as  it  i§  only  a 
month  or  so  over  one  year  of  age  This  wontlerful  mine  is  owned  by  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Ground  was  broken  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1896,  and  in  the  spring  of  1897  they  began  hoisting  coal.  The  mine  shaft 
is  185  feet  deep  and  to  the  landing  it  is  thirty  feet  more,  making  a  total  hoist 
of  215  feet  from  the  cage  seat  at  the  shaft  bottom  to  the  chutes  on  lop.  In  a 
day  of  nine  hour',  including  time  lost  in  stoppages,  the  amount  of  coal  hoisted 
was  1 193  tons. 


The  Shawmut  Coal  M-ning  Co.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  was  the  lowest  bidder  at 
1. 17  per  net  ton  for  bituminous  coal  for  the  pumping  stations.  Some  36,000 
tons  of  coal  are  required. 

Sealed  bids  will  be  received  by  the  township  clerk  of  Youngstown,  Ohio, 
township  for  furnishing  about  100  tons  of  coal  for  the  school  houses  of  Youngstown 
tovvnship  until  12  m.  Saturday,  July  16,  1898.  Said  bids  must  specify  the  kind 
of  coal  to  be  furnished  and  at  what  price  per  ton. 

A  vein  of  bituminous  coal  nearly  six  feet  thick  has  been  discovered  on 
the  farm  of  George  Denniston,  near  Okome,  Lycoming  county.  Pa.  It  is  only 
three  miles  from  the  Fall  Brook  Railroad,  and  a  mine  will  be  opened.  This  is 
the  farthest  south  that  coal  has  been  discovered  in  that  section  of  the  state. 

An  extensive  breaker  is  being  erected  near  Rohrsville,  near  Pottsville, 
Pa.,  by  the  Woodside  Coal  Company.  The  new  colliery  which  the  company 
have  opened  will  have  a  1500-ton  capacity,  and  will  give  employment  to  a 
large  number  of  men.  The  principal  veins  of  the  Heckscherville  Valley  will 
be  worked,  among  them  being  Skidmore,  Crosby,  Daniels  and  Buck  Moun¬ 
tain. 
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DEALERS  IN 

ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  GOALS 

ALSO 

BEST  GRADES  OF  COKE 


EARLINCTON,  KY. 


BEST  KENTUCKY  COAL-LUMP  AND  CRUSHED  COKE. 


J.  W.  BRIDGMtN.  General  Agent 


316  WESTERN  UNION  BLDG.,  CHICAGO 


D.  W.  VAN  EMAN,  V.  L.  CEABBE,  JAMES  EVANS, 

President.  Secretary.  Treasurer. 

The  Irwin  Basin  Gas  Coal  Go. 

(LIMITED), 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF 

SUPERIOR  Y0UGHI06HENY  COAL 

BY  RAIL  AND  RIVER. 


Gallatin  Mines  located  in  the  well  known  Irwin  Basin 
at  Gallatin,  Pa.,  on  the  Pittsbureih  &  Lake  Erie 
Railroad.  Rail  shipments  via  Erie  Rail¬ 
road  and  L.  S.  &  M.  S.  Ry.  and 
connections. 


General  Offices,  Park  Building.  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


DAVIS  COAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY. 

ELK  SdEN  BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  TKE 

Davis  Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


High  In  Carbon.  For  Ore  Smelters,  Foundries 

Low  In  Sulphur  and  Ash.  '  *  ^  and  Family  Use. 

Capacity  of  Mines.  5,000  tons  coat  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont,  W,  Va. 

SMITHING  COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 
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EASTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


President  E.  A.  Cole,  of  the  Hocking  Valley  Coal  Co.,  attended  a  mass 
meeting  of  the  miners  at  Nelsonville,  Ohio,  last  week  at  which  all  existing 
differences  were  settled.  Operations  at  the  mine  have  been  resumed. 

Between  4,000  and  5,000  coal  miners  are  now  on  strike  in  Mercer  county. 
Pa.,  and  they  have  assumed  the  aggressive.  Camps  are  now  being  located  at 
all  of  the  mines  which  are  now  being  worked,  and  efforts  made  to  induce  men 
to  join  their  ranks.  Camps  are  now  establishod  at  Hilliards  and  Chestnut 
Ridge,  and  a  number  of  deputies  are  on  duty  to  prevent  trouble,  which  is  im¬ 
minent. 

Secretary-Treasurer  John  W.  Hayes  of  the  Knights  of  Labor,  who  has 
settled  on  delegates  to  the  convention,  believes  that  the  gathering  of  diggers 
will  result  in  the  formation  of  strong,  healthy  locals  in  the  Third  Monongahela 
pool.  The  work  of  organization  is  also  to  be  extended  to  include  all  the  river 
mines.  When  this  is  accomplished  the  Knights  of  Labor  propose  to  become  a 
factor  in  the  annual  wage  agreement. 

Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  adjutant-general,  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio,  until  12  o’clock  noon,  Thursday,  July  7,  for  furnishing  the  state  of 
Ohio  with  fuel  for  one  year,  as  follows:  One  thousand  tons  of  coal,  to  be 
forked  and  free  from  slack  and  dirt,  the  quality  in  other  respects  to  be  taken 
into  account  in  making  the  award.  The  quantity  above  named  to  be  increased 
or  decreased  at  the  option  of  the  adjutant-general.  Delivery  to  be  at  the  state- 
house  and  the  coal  to  be  weighed  on  the  state  scales  under  the  supervision  of 
the  engineer.  Proposals  must  specify  the  kind,  quality  and  price  of  coal  to  be 
furnished. 

W.  P.  De  Armit,  of  Pittsburg,  president  of  the  New  York  &  Cleveland 
Coal  Co.,  is  one  of  the  very  few  men  who  have  defied  the  unions  and  pre¬ 
vented  any  of  his  employes  from  belonging  to  them.  He  has  an  agreement 
with  the  men  in  his  employ,  who  work  for  10  per  cent  less  than  the  union 
miners  are  paid.  In  spite  of  this,  his  employes  make  more  money  during  the 
year,  as  they  are  given  steady  employment,  and  their  condition  is  50  per  cent 
better  than  their  fellow-workmen  employed  by  other  companies.  They  have 
a  friendship  for  W.  P.  De  Armit  such  as  workmen  seldom  have  for  their  em¬ 
ployers.  De  Armit  not  only  fights  the  miners,  but  the  other  operators  as  well. 

The  Beech  Creek  Railroad  makes  the  following  statement  of  coal  and 
coke  shipped  over  the  road  for  the  week  ending  June  21,  1898,  and  for  the 
year  to  that  date: 

Week — Tons.  Year — Tons. 

In  1898 .  89,198  2,322,278 

Same  time  last  year .  68,548  ii733.932 


Increase .  20,650  588,346 

Coke .  4,744  125,164 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  and  coke  originat¬ 
ing  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  June  i8,  1898, 
and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  as  fol¬ 
lows: 


1898. 

1898. 

1897. 

Week  ending 

Year  to 

Year  to 

June  18. 

June  18. 

June  19. 

Anthracite,  tons . 

1,504,964 

1,513.263 

Bituminous,  tons . 

6,539.716 

5,308,865 

Coke,  tons . 

.  10^871 

2,853,611 

2,048,477 

Total. .  .. 

.  424,819 

10,898,291 

8,870,605 

Randall  &  McAllister,  Portland,  Me.,  have  been  awarded  the  contract  to 
furnish  coal  to  the  government  vessels  on  the  coast.  The  first  order  placed  is 
for  5,000  tons  and  it  is  expected  that  this  will  be  all  used  up  by  the  middle  of 
July.  This  indicates  that  a  great  many  vessels  are  booked  to  coal  at  Portland 
this  summer. 

NEILSON 

RED^ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

IDICKSON  EIDDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Office,  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Ast. 

C.  C.  BOWMAN, 


Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

AVOCA  ’’  (Pittston  District) 


U 


FRANKLIN  (Lackawanna  District) 

“LOUISE” 


(Plymouth  District) 


Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


THEXTJRITEY  &  JOITES  CO., 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL 

OF  THE 


CELEBRATED 


CONGO  COAL 

Anthracite  and  Smithing  Goals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  No.  355  Dearborn  St. 

COLUMBUS,  O.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


FRICK 


COKE 


I 


H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO., 

Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Coke  Region,  Penna.  Headquarters  for 

GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnaces  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells¬ 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing  and 
domestic  purposes.  I  3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

11^  Direct  Connections  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

Quotations,  Freight  Rates,  Pamphlets  giving  full  information  promptly  furnished  upon  application. 
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Harrison  Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 

Best  Combination  for  Mining  Operations. 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years’ 
Service. 

1600 
ITIacliines 
ill  use. 

i:il5 
sq.  ft.  in 
O  hours. 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 

RECORD: 

17  years’ 
continu¬ 
ous 

service, 
most  of 
time 
double 
shift. 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY,  -  -  -  Chicago,  Illinois. 


The  “Link-Belt”  Electric  Chain  Breast  Machine. 


COVBREO  BY  FOUR  U.  S.  PATENTS  ISSUED  AND  PEND|N@, 


Special  Points  of  Advantage: 

Cuts  a  perfectly  level  floor;  leaves  no  bottom  coal  for  loaders  to  take  up. 

Works  equally  well  to  right  or  left  across  room  or  entry.  Machine  cuttings  can  be 
shoveled  from  either  s'de. 

System  of  rollers  by  means  of  which  machine  is  easily  moved  across  face  of  room, 
thereby  greatly  increasing  capacity. 

Shortest  machine  for  leagth  of  undercut. 

Most  secure  and  easily-handled  rear  jack,  attached  to  machine. 

Simplest  feeding  mechanism  I.ess  gears  and  fewest  number  of  parts. 

Compa  t  “dust  and  wat  r-proof’’  ir  m-elad  luul  ipolar  motor. 

Strongest  frame  iind  chain,  admitting  of  using  steel  most  economically. 
Chisel-holding  device  cover  d  by  patents  su  tained  by  Judge  Sage. 

PRICES  AND  ESTIMATES  ON  APPLICATION. 


Power  Generators, 
Mine  Pumps, 
Locomotives, 

Drills,  Etc. 

The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 

Engineers-Founilers-l^aGhinists,  Chicago,  u,  s.  a. 


JEFFREY  STRNDBRD  GOAL  CUTTING  lUflOHINE. 


Built  to  be  operated  by  Elec 
tricity  or  Compressed  Air. 
More  in  use  than  all  others 
combined. 


THtJtffftCY  M‘F*C.CO. 


All  MACHINERY 
'  FULLY 

GUARANTEED 


Can  be  operated  at  minimum  expense. 

I  sigfst  manufacturers  coal  mining  machinery  in  the  world. 
Manufacturers  of  Dynamos  and  Motors  for  power  purposes, 
Electrig  gnd  Compressed  Air  Chain  Machines. 


Electric  Locornotives  for  all  classes  of  work. 
Electric  and  Compressed  Air  Shearing  Machines. 
Electric  Lpngwall  Machines. 

Electric  and  Compressed  Air  Power  Drills. 


the  JEFFRE7  Mi^lTVF.fikCTX7RIlTC  CO. 


COLUMBUS,  O. 


Chicaeo  Office,  1325  IMonadnock  Bldaf. 
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MARKET  REVIEW. 


According  to  the  Bureau  of  Coal  Statistics,  which  shows  the  ac¬ 
curate  amount  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  and  coke  re¬ 
ceived  at  and  shipped  from  Chicago,  there  is  good  cause  for  the 
depression  in  the  coal  business  of  this  city  and  its  large  industries 
scattered  throughout  its  suburbs.  There  is  quite  a  decrease  in 
the  receipts  of  Pittsburg  and  Youghiogheny  coal  for  the  half  year 
ending  June  30  and  a  heavier  one  in  Ohio  coal;  but  the  largest 
decrease  is  seen  in  the  northern,  central  and  eastern  of  Illinois 
fields,  and  those  of  Indiana  block  and  other  coal  from  that  state 
are  big.  The  receipts  of  West  Virginia  coal  show  some  increase 
for  the  half  year.  Coke,  owing  to  the  activity  in  the  great  iron  and 
steel  industries,  shows  an  enormous  increase  as  compared  with 
the  corresponding  six  months  of  1897.  There  is  an  increase  in 
the  receipts  of  anthracite  coal  both  by  lake  and  rail,  but  a  de¬ 
crease  in  the  shipments  for  the  half  year  comparing  it  with  that 
of  last  year 

Anthracite  coal  in  some  of  the  larger  Western  cities,  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Chicago  and  Cincinnati,  which  had  been  on  the  verge  of 
disruption  for  some  weeks,  owing  to  the  low  prices  which  had 
been  made  on  annual  contracts,  was  this  week  openly  reduced 
by  the  agents  of  a  large  producing  interest  in  Chicago  to  ^4  for 
broken  and  S4.25  for  the  smaller  sizes  for  coal  loaded  on  dock. 
The  price  for  some  time  has  been  nominally  50  cents  higher. 
The  new  figures  are  for  immediate  delivery  from  day  to  day,  and 
the  sales  agents  will  sell  no  more  coal  than  they  can  load  each 
day.  This  reduction  in  price  is  the  climax  to  the  recent  low 
figures  which  have  been  made  on  municipal  and  county  contracts, 
and  to  the  concessions  and  long  deliveries  extended  to  the  lar¬ 
ger  dealers.  At  this  writing  several  other  interests  represented 
in  Chicago  have  met  the  reduced  [prices,  but  others  still  hold 
aloof.  As  to  be  expected,  the  market  is  much  excited  over  the 


situation,  but  whether  the  reduction  in  price  will  have  the  effect 
anticipated  of  creating  more  harmony  among  the  various  inter¬ 
ests,  and  how  soon  it  will  be  accomplished,  remains  to  be  seen. 
Quite  a  fair  tonnage  of  coal  has  already  been  sold  at  higher 
prices  than  those  now  quoted,  but  as  no  very  large  amount  has 
been  delivered,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  this  will  have  to  be 
re-sold.  The  situation  is  a  peculiar  one,  and  no  one  appears  to 
be  able  to  say  what  the  outcome  will  be.  In  the  meanwhile  it 
would  be  well  for  the  trade  at  large  to  keep  as  close  to  the  mar¬ 
ket  and  as  well  posted  as  possible. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  to  hold  its  own  for  steam  pur¬ 
poses,  but  there  is  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  receipts  in  and 
around  Chicago,  due  almost  entirely  to  the  usual  shorter  hours  of 
work  at  many  industries  during  the  heated  term  at  midsummer. 
But  for  domestic  use,  oil  and  gas  are  increasing  and  have  dis¬ 
placed  a  large  amount  of  coal.  Many  season’s  contracts  which 
have  been  received  this  summer  call  for  a  larger  tonnage  for  the 
ensuing  year,  indicating  increased  business.  In  certain  districts 
in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and  Illinois  there  are  a  number  of  miners 
on  a  strike,  and  while  it  communicates  a  good  deal  of  restlessness 
to  others  near  by,  it  is  not  expected  that  there  will  be  any  gen¬ 
eral  trouble.  The  most  notable  feature  is  the  superabundance  of 
coal  at  all  large  distributing  points  and  while  that  continues  there 
can  be  no  possible  stability  to  prices.  Demand  for  commercial 
coal  is  of  the  usual  summer  weather  character,  but  improvement 
is  looked  for  before  the  end  of  the  month. 

Coke  continues  in  moderate  demand,  and  except  on  the  high¬ 
est  grades  there  is  still  a  good  deal  of  irregularity  in  prices,  even 
on  that  which  is  produced  in  the  same  district. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  continued  dullness  in 
the  anthracite  trade,  and  that  the  extreme  heat  of  the  past  week 
has  intensified  it  to  some  extent,  hence  there  are  few  if  any  new 
features  to  report.  Most  of  the  producing  and  carrying  interests 
generally  report  that  they  have  never  seen  business  so  quiet  as  it 
is  at  the  present  time,  and  there  is  little  that  is  new  coming  into 
the  market,  while  orders  to  apply  on  contracts  drag  and  are 
below  the  usual  tonnage.  This  being  the  height  of  the  holiday 
season  many  of  the  largest  buyers  are  away  on  their  vacation, 
and  those  who  are  not  are  even  more  conservative  than  they 
were  some  weeks  ago,  as  they  are  aware  that  the  crucial  period  for 
the  companies  is  now  at  hand  when  they  maybe  constrained  to 
make  concessions  to  make  coal.  The  market  is  not  absorbing 
all  of  the  newly  mined  coal,  and  the  larger  portion  of  it  is  going 
forward  to  the  various  storage  depots.  The  output  for  July  has 
been  placed  at  3,600,000  tons,  which  is  1,000,000  tons  larger  than 
in  June,  and  will  keep  sales  agents  busy  providing  an  outlet  for 
it,  unless  there  is  a  change  from  the  present  quietude.  It  is  un¬ 
derstood  that  there  will  be  no  advance  in  the  circular  this  month. 
The  soft  coal  trade  is  also  very  quiet,  and  no  new  business  is 
reported  in  any  direction.  The  coal  moving  is  to  apply  on  con¬ 
tracts,  transient  trade  being  very  light.  Prices  are  very  low,  and 
where  close  competition  has  brought  out  the  lowest  figures  some 
shippers  have  withdrawn  all  quotations.  The  50c  cut  rate  from 
Philadelphia  has  somewhat  increased  orders  from  the  Sound,  but 
New  York  harbor  trade  is  light. 

Our  Buffalo  correspondent  reports  a  continuance  of  the 
quietude  in  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal.  Shipments  of  coal 
by  lake  westward  for  the  week  ending  July  2  aggregated  44,900 
tons,  being  about  20,000  tons  less  than  the  week  previous,  and 
distributed  as  follows;  Chicago,  10,000  tons;  Milwaukee,  12,600 
tons;  Duluth,  8,400  tons;  Superior,  8,700  tons;  Toledo,  1,100  tons; 
Gladstone,  1,200  tons;  Green  Bay,  1,700  tons,  and  Benton  Har¬ 
bor,  1,200  tons.  Freight  rates  unchanged  at  20c  to  Chicago, 
Milwaukee,  Duluth  and  Superior,  Toledo,  Gladstone,  Marquette 
and  Portage;  35c  to  Saginaw,  and  40c  to  Benton  Harbor.  Total 
shipments  for  June  169,000  tons,  and  for  the  season  to  July  i, 
522,036  tons,  against  430,243  tons  last  year. 

Pittsburg  advices  are  that  coal  is  decidedly  inactive  along  the 
river,  as  all  the  barges  are  loaded  and  a-waiting  a  rise,  but  the 
fourth  pool  is  running  nearly  full  time.  In  the  railroad  district 
coal  is  going  forward  to  the  lake  more  freely,  as  stocks  on  the 
docks  have  been  cut  down  considerably.  All  prices  are  low. 

Market  Review  continued  on  page  42. 
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PRICES  F.  O.  H.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 

July  6,  1898. 

Broken  Egg.  Stove.  Nut. 

Companies  Free  Burning 


White  Ash .  $3-65  $3-90  $415  $3-90 

STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . $2.35-S2.8o 

Buckwheat .  L75-  2.25 

Rice . 1-40-  1.65 

AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 

White  ash . SS-OO 

Pink  ash .  5.50 

Red  ash .  5  .75 


It  is  not  thought  that  the  anthracite  market  is  any  duller  than  it  was 
through  the  holidays,  though  the  extreme  heat  during  the  week  has  distracted 
the  attention  somewhat,  which  coming  at  this  period  of  midsummer  dullness  is 
more  apparent  than  it  otherwise  would  be.  This  condition  has  not  permitted 
of  any  new  feature  to  arise  that  can  be  reported  encouraging  to  the  trade. 
The  various  interests  very  generally  report  that  they  have  never  seen  the  trade 
so  cjuiet  as  it  is  at  the  present  time.  There  is  no  new  business  worth  speaking 
of  and  orders  on  contracts  are  dragging  and  below  their  usual  volume  of  ton¬ 
nage.  Many  of  the  buyers  are  away  on  their  vacation,  making  inquiry  for  coal 
just  so  much  less,  and  we  hear  of  little  shipping  being  done  as  buyers  are  even 
more  conservative  than  they  were  some  weeks  ago,  as  they  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  crucial  period  with  the  companies  is  near  at  hand  when  they  will  be 
obliged  to  force  sales  in  order  to  move  their  coals  and  make  concessions  ac¬ 
cordingly.  While  the  market  is  not  absorbing  all  the  newly  mined  coal,  the 
companies  are  making  no  effort,  outside  of  protecting  their  special  customers, 
to  sell  coal  at  this  time,  they  preferring  to  move  their  coal  forward  to  the  vari¬ 
ous  storage  depots  for  distribution  late  in  the  season.  The  tonnage  at  the 
mines  is  being  kept  well  in  hand  when  based  on  the  requirements  of  last 
year,  yet  there  is  some  doubt  felt  as  to  whether  the  market  this  year  will  take 
more  than  38,000,000  tons,  which  would  be  a  considerable  reduction  from  that 
of  1897,  ^nd  in  this  event  it  is  believed  that  the  estimated  reciuirements  for  the 
month  of  July,  3,600,000  tons,  will  keep  them  busy  providing  places  for  same, 
unless  there  is  a  change  from  the  present  dull  status  of  the  trade.  Consider¬ 
ing  the  absence  of  any  buying  in  the  trade,  we  understand  there  will  be  no 
advance  made  in  prices  for  this  month.  Trade  in  the  West  and  along  lake 
points  is  very  quiet,  though  it  is  thought  that  the  bottom  has  been  reached  and 
any  further  move  will  be  of  an  upward  and  more  healthy  character.  A  realiz¬ 
ation  of  this  belief  will  be  most  gratifying,  as  a  continuation  of  this  demoraliz¬ 
ation  would  extend  its  influence  to  other  points  on  the  first  evidence  of  in¬ 
creased  business. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  the  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade.  The 
market  is  quiet;  no  new  business  is  reported  in  any  direction;  indeed,  the 
trade  has  paid  more  attention  to  getting  away  out  of  the  hot  weather  than 
anything  else,  if  there  was  any  trade  to  look  after,  which  is  very  doubtful. 
There  is  a  certain  amount  of  tonnage  going  forward  on  old  contracts,  which 
keeps  up  fairly  regular,  though  in  extent  not  enough  to  keep  the  mines 
running  full,  and  when  orders  in  the  hands  of  shippers  are  filled  fresh  orders 
come  that  hold  this  limited  tonnage  up  to  a  regular  amount,  which  is  prac¬ 
tically  entirely  on  old  contracts.  Prices  continue  low  and  some  of  the  ship¬ 
pers  have  withdrawn  where  competition  has  brought  out  the  lowest  figures. 
Trade  in  the  far  East  continues  to  show  more  orders  for  shipment  than  the 
other  consuming  territories.  Sound  business  is  waking  up  slightly;  where  a 
week  or  so  ago  there  was  no  orders  forthcoming,  there  are  now  a  few  coming 
in  and  the  50  cent  rate  from  Philadelphia  is  inducing  this  business.  New 
York  Harbor  trade  is  taking  but  very  little  coal,  comparatively.  All-rail 
business  is  a  little  slow,  and  tonnages  are  not  as  large  as  they  have  been. 
Prices  on  all-rail  trade  are  still  excessively  low  and  are  now  below  tide  ship¬ 
ments,  which  would  seem  from  figures  named  that  there  is  no  money  in  it,  and 
it  would  not  be  surprising  to  see  some  of  the  producers  declining  this  class  of 
trade  on  account  of  these  low  figures.  Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is 
sufficier.t  for  all  purposes,  but  inclined  to  be  slow,  if  anything.  Car  supply  is 
up  to  all  demands,  though  the  railroads  are  a  little  shy  in  giving  cars  to  pro¬ 
ducers  for  foreign  business  off  their  main  lines. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  scarce  and  freights  are  weak. 
The  lack  of  demand  keeps  them  down.  There  is  apparently,  even  with  the 
short  supply  of  vessels,  a  considerable  hunting  for  charters  by  the  captains. 
We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  as  follows:  From  Philadelphia  to  Boston, 
Salem  and  Portland,  6oc;  Providence,  New  Bedford  and  the  Sound,  50c;  Ports¬ 
mouth,  6o@65c;  Wareham  and  Lynn,  70c;  Newburyport,  7o@75c;  Dover,  goc, 
and  towage;  Saco,  80c,  and  towage;  Bath,  Gardiner  and  Bangor,  65c,  with 
additional  towage  to  Gardiner;  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  5@ioc 
above  these  rates. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  Si. 60  to 
1.70;  f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia,  $1.25  to  81.50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  Si  -6s  to 
1.75  on  the  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  p  ort  from  $2.10 
to  S2.20  on  the  higher  grades,  and  Si. 60  to  Si-75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


Jasper  Coovert,  civil  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the  Portland,  Vancouver 
&  Yakima  Railway  Company,  has  left  Portland,  Ore.,  with  a  party  of  sur¬ 
veyors  and  prospectors  for  the  vicinity  of  Klickitat  pass,  on  the  proposed 
line  of  the  road,  for  the  purpose  of  further  investigating  the  coal  deposits 
found  there  several  weeks  ago. 

The  new  freight  rates  have  not  seriously  affected  coal  shipping  out  of 
Saginaw,  Mich.,  as  yet,  except  to  a  few  points.  Generally  the  rates  have  been 
raised  all  over  the 'country,  and  but  for  a  few  instances  they  are  fair  to  all. 
The  rates  to  Grand  Rapids  and  Flint  are  unfavorable  to  Saginaw  coal,  and  it 
is  feared  that  unless  a  readjustment  is  made,  local  operators  will  not  be  able 
to  reach  those  two  places. 


PHIl.AHELPHIA,  PA. 

July  5,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  has  shown  the  effect  of  holiday  influence  during 
the  week,  and  while  it  is  doubtful  if  there  would  have  been  any  business  any¬ 
way,  yet  it  detracted  a  certain  amount  of  interest  that  made  the  market  seem 
moreiiuiet  than  it  had  been.  The  buying  interest  continues  to  pursue  a  con¬ 
servative  policy  which  is  being  felt  to  some  extent  at  this  time  in  the  tide¬ 
water  market,  owing  to  the  larger  shipments  of  coal  from  the  mines.  The 
companies  who  have  a  western  outlet  are  moving  a  considerable  portion  of  it 
in  that  direction  to  stock  for  future  use,  but  these  interests  whose  only  market 
is  tidewater  are  rinding  some  difficulty  in  placing  the  tonnage  coming  forward. 
In  view  of  this  fact  it  is  gratifying  to  see  the  manner  in  which  the  market  has 
been  maintained.  There  is  little  rumor  of  cutting  in  this  trade  and  no  effort 
seems  to  be  made  to  force  sales  by  undue  concessions  in  prices.  The  tonnage 
going  forward  is  principally  to  the  various  storage  yards  and  on  old  orders 
which  are  now  being  pretty  well  cleaned  up.  Theoutputfor  July,itisestimated, 
will  be  3,600,000  tons,  an  increase  over  the  fixed  tonnage  for  June  of  850,000 
tons.  As  the  market  is  not  absorbing  all  the  newly  mined  coal  at  the  present, 
the  increased  figures  has  caused  some  conjecture  as  to  the  influence  this  will 
have  upon  the  trade,  and  buyers  are  interpreting  this  increase  that  lower 
figures  may  favor  them  later  on.  The  retail  trade  is  dead.  Consumers  are 
not  laying  in  any  supplies  as  yet,  the  old  custom  of  putting  in  their  winter’s 
supply  during  the  summer  having  been  pretty  well  abandoned  on  account  of 
their  experiences  of  the  past  few  years. 

The  soft  coal  trade  continues  ctuiet.  No  new  business  af  any  account  is 
being  done  from  any  direction.  The  tonnage  going  forward  is  principally  on 
old  contracts,  and  even  these  orders  are  slow  coming,  consumers  apparently 
having  enough  coal  on  hand  to  keep  them  going,  and  do  not  seem  to  care 
whether  they  get  any  coal  or  not.  The  mines  in  consequence  are  not  run¬ 
ning  full,  though  the  orders  on  contracts  are  sufficient  to  keep  them  going  in 
a  regular  way.  The  bulk  of  the  business  still  comes  from  the  far  East,  though 
the  Sound  ports  have  been  taking  a  little  more  coal  than  they  did,  on  account 
of  the  low  ocean  freight  at  50  cents  a  ton  to  those  points,  which  brought  out  a 
few  additional  orders.  All-rail  business  is  slow  and  the  tonnages  are  some¬ 
what  reduced  from  what  they  were.  Prices  on  this  business  have  been  re¬ 
duced  to  a  point  where  there  can  be  little,  if  anything,  in  it  for  the  producer, 
the  figures  being  below  even  those  at  tide  water. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  slow  andirregular,  but  does  not  ham¬ 
per  the  shippers  much  on  account  of  the  little  demand.  The  reports  from  the 
railroads  are  that  coal  is  accumulating  at  the  shipping  ports  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  greatly  interfere  with  the  shipment  of  same.  Car  sujiply  is  up  to  all  re¬ 
quirements. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  scarce  and  freights  weak.  We 
cjuote  current  rates  of  freight  as  follows:  From  Philadelphia  to  Boston,  Salem 
and  Portland,  60;  Sound  Ports,  50;  Wareham  and  Lynn,  70;  Portsmouth,  60 
@65;  Newburyport,  70@75;  Dover,  90  and  towage;  Saco,  80  and  towage;  Bath, 
Bangor  and  Gardiner,  65,  with  towage  to  latter  port. 


COXNELLSVILLE,  PA. 


July  5,  1898. 


The  Courier  says:  The  coke  business  is  holding  its  own  bravely  in  the  face 
of  the  general  depression,  but  little  by  little  the  dogs  of  war  are  gnawing  away 
the  ropes  and  the  stays  of  the  trade.  Little  by  little  the  production  has 
dropped  off  and  from  week  to  week  the  trains  of  coke  going  out  of  the  district 
become  shorter  and  shorter.  As  always  happens  in  such  turns  in  the  tide  of 
trade  in  the  region  some  coke  is  stocked,  and  the  tonnage  of  the  shipments 
and  the  tonnage  of  production  will  not  follow  one  another  so  closely  for  a 
time.  Blast  furnace  coke  is  quoted  at  8i.5o@i.65  per  ton  and  foundry  at 
8i.90@2.30  according  to  quality. 

The  detailed  report  of  the  operation  and  production  of  the  Connellsville 
region  for  the  week  ending  Saturdav,  June  25,  shows  18,608  ovens,  of  which  13,- 
613  are  active  and  5,095  are  idle.  The  estimated  production  for  the  week  was 
143,644  tons. 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which 
includes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption  are  as  follows: 


To  Pittsburgh . SO. 55 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley . 1.10 

To  Cleveland,  O . 1.40 

To  Buffalo.  N.Y . 1.75 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 2.10 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 1.75 

To  Toledo,  0 . 2.05 

To  Columbus.  O . 1.45 

ToEllwood,  Ind . 2.25 

To  Louisville,  Ky . 2.75 

To  Chicago,  Ill . 2.25 


To  St.  Louis,  Mo . 82.90 

To  East  St.  Louis . 2.25 

To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

To  Joliet,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Peoria,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Baltimore . 1.95 

To  Boston . 3.50 

To  Montreal,  Can . 3.91J^ 

To  New  York . 2.94 

To  Philadelphia . 2.15 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

July  2,  1898. 

During  the  week  there  have  been  the  following  arrivals  of  coal:  From 
Washington,  five  vessels  with  15,300  tons;  six  from  British  Columbia,  16,134 
tons;  one  from  Oregon,  475  tons;  three  from  Australia,  9,364  tons;  total,  46,517 
tons.  The  fuel  deliveries  are  fully  keeping  pace  with  the  demand,  and  stocks 
in  yard  are  not  diminishing,  although  the  coaling  of  the  Transport  steamers 
has  called  freely  upon  our  surplus  during  the  month  of  June.  There  are 
thirteen  vessels  now  en  route  from  Newcastle  and  Sydney  with  about  33,000 
tons  of  coal,  which  should  all  arrive  this  month.  If,  as  is  reported,  there  will 
be  two  more  expeditions  forwarded  to  Manila,  this  will  necessitate  the  engage¬ 
ment  of  about  seven  more  transports;  when  these  shall  be  coaled,  there  will 
have  been  drawn  off  our  coast  nineteen  steamers  in  all,  that  will  remain 
away  two  or  three  months  without  using  any  more  of  our  local  fuel.  This  in 
the  aggregate  means  a  large  amount  of  coal,  so  that  there  are  no  reasons 
why  there  should  be  any  scarcity  for  the  next  few  months;  at  the  same  time 
there  is  no  likelihood  of  any  decline  in  quotations,  as  coal  freights  from  all 
European  ports  and  from  our  Northern  section  are  high,  with  no  prospects  of 
any  material  softening.  With  only  a  one-third  crop  of  wheat  for  shipment, 
we  cannot  reasonably  expect  coal  carriers  to  head  this  way  from  Australia 
and  England,  unless  they  are  well  paid  for  the  service. 


No.  2.] 
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Anthracite  coal  took  a  sudden  drop  in  this  market  on  July  7.  The  price 
for  some  time  has  been  S4.75  for  coal  loaded  at  the  docks — that  is,  for  water 
coal — and  $5.00  for  all-rail.  One  of  the  large  producing  interests  represented 
here  on  the  date  named  reduced  the  price  to  $4.25  for  the  domestic  sizes  and 
$4.00  for  broken  coal  for  immediate  delivery,  that  is,  from  day  by  day.  It  is 
claimed  that  the  open  price  was  made  on  account  of  the  general  demoraliza¬ 
tion  in  prices  and  deliveries  to  the  larger  trade  in  the  Chicago  district,  to 
whom,  it  is  claimed,  unusual  concessions  have  been  made.  These  concessions, 
it  is  said,  include  long  deliveries  at  the  lowest  prices  current  prior  to  the  new 
figures,  and  the  interests  referred  felt  that  the  only  way  to  meet  the  situation 
and  put  a  stop  to  the  general  disruption  in  this  market  was  to  make  a  price 
which  would  soon  have  the  effect  of  creating  order  and  stability  out  of  chaos. 
Whether  it  will  have  this  effect,  and  how  quickly,  remains  to  be  seen.  In  the 
meantime  what  these  new  prices  mean  to  other  interests  represented  in  Chicago 
who  have  honestly  endeavored  to  maintain  some  semblance  of  adherence  to 
the  existing  circular,  is,  that  it  will  disturb  all  orders  which  have  been  placed. 
The  coal  that  has  already  gone  forward  on  these  orders  will,  of  course,  have 
to  be  settled  for  at  the  agreed  price,  but  on  the  unfilled  portion  the  new  figures 
will  have  to  be  met  while  in  effect,  or  the  buyer  will  ask  to  have  the  order  can¬ 
celed.  In  the  retail  trade  out  in  the  suburbs  quite  a  fair  amount  of  business 
has  been  closed,  but  it  is  quite  probable  a  large  proportion  of  this  tonnage  will 
have  to  be  sold  over  again  providing  the  present  prices  remain  in  force  for  any 
length  of  time. 

Bituminous  coal  of  every  kind  continues  quiet  in  this  market,  and  was  it 
not  that  contracts  just  now  expiring  were  being  renewed  there  would 
be  an  almost  stagnant  condition  in  the  trade.  In  nearly  all 
classes  of  industrial  works  there  occurs  a  shut  down  for  a 
longer  or  shorter  period  in  July.  With  some  it  is  a  week  or 
ten  days,  while  others  take  several  weeks,  during  which  time  annual  repairs 
are  made,  when,  of  course,  steam  coal  is  not  required,  or  at  least  a  small  sup¬ 
ply.  In  a  large  manufacturing  city  like  this  it  means  a  greatly  lessened  de¬ 
mand  for  fuel  and  that  is  the  situation  at  the  present  time,  only  that  it  is  inten¬ 
sified  by  the  superabundance  of  coal  offering  on  the  market.  This  together 
with  the  anxiety  for  business  makes  the  present  badly  demoralized  condition 
of  prices  on  all  varieties  of  steam  coal.  There  is  but  a  light  demand  for  com¬ 
mercial  coal,  but  screenings  are  in  good  request  at  fair  prices,  as  the  current 
supply  is  only  on  a  parity  with  the  demand.  Soft  coal  for  domestic  purposes 
is  stagnant  and  very  little  is  being  done  in  that  class  of  fuel,  as  it  is  superseded 
by  gas  and  oil.  The  tonnage  of  coal  which  has  already  been  shipped  for 
threshing  purposes  is  very  large,  and  exceeds  that  of  last  year.  The  out¬ 
look  is  considered  excellent  for  a  good  fall  trade  in  all  varieties  of  coal  and 
coke. 

Coke  for  foundry  and  general  metallurgical  purposes  is  in  fair  demand 
considering,  but  prices  on  nearly  all  grades  continue  low  and  more  or  less  ir¬ 
regular. 


PITTSBURU,  PA. 

July  7,  i8g8. 

The  Pittsburg  coal  trade  is  decidedly  inactive  just  now  so  far  as  mining 
operations  are  concerned.  In  the  river  district  there  is  very  little  doing,  as  all 
the  craft  in  the  second  and  third  pool  is  loaded.  The  fourth  pool 
mines  are  running  nearly  full  time.  The  agitators  are  still  try¬ 
ing  to  get  the  fourth  pool  out  on  a  strike,  but  they  do  not 
seem  to  succeed  very  well.  There  is  a  big  amount  of  coal  loaded  and  a  stop¬ 
page  would  amount  to  little.  In  the  railroad  district  coal  is  going  forward  to 
the  lakes  more  freely,  as  stocks  on  the  docks  have  been  cut  down  considerably. 
Prices  continue  at  the  former  low  figure.  River  coal  per  bushel  on  wharf  is 
4C  for  lump,  314  for  run-of-mine,  and  2j4  for  slack.  Railroad  coal  Si@i.io 
per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  Pittsburg. 

The  Connellsville  coke  trade  has  a  brighter  look  this  week.  The  pro¬ 
duction  for  the  week  was  139,786  tons  as  against  139,496  tons  last  week.  Ship¬ 
ments  aggregated  130,322  cars,  an  increase  of  6,596  compared  with  the  week 
previous.  Circular  prices  show  no  change,  as  furnace  coke  is  still  quoted  at 
$1.75  per  ton. 

The  Pittsburg  Bessemer  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad,  the  new  Carnegie  line, 
which  already  has  the  bulk  of  the  trade  to  this  city,  is  now  pushing  the  other 
roads  on  coke.  This  road  is  now  shipping  coke  to  Conneaut  harbor,  where  it 
is  loaded  on  vessels  for  Chicago.  These  vessels  carry  ore  east  and  would  go 
back  empty  were  it  not  for  this  coke.  It  is  stated  that  in  some  cases  the  boat 
will  carry  a  load  equal  to  eighty  cars  of  coke,  and  the  rate  is  lower  than  by 
the  all-rail  route. 

The  middleman  seems  to  be  getting  pushed  out  of  the  Pittsburg  coal 
trade.  It  is  said  that  West  Virginia  competition  is  being  felt  more  keenly 
than  ever,  and  prices  are  cut  so  close  that  there  is  little  or  no  margin  for  the 
broker.  West  Virginia  coal  has  gained  a  big  foothold  in  this  market  during 
the  past  year. 


On  Tuesday,  July  5,  when  the  non-union  miners  went  to  enter  the  mines 
at  Pana,  Ill.,  they  found  them  surrounded  by  union  men,  and  although  officers 
were  present,  did  not  go  to  work. 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

July  7,  1898. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  condition  of  the  coal  trade  at  this  port.  The 
prices  remain  unchanged  and  quotations  are  as  follows: 

For  anthracite  coal,  wholesale  prices  in  cars  at  Buffalo  or  Suspension 
Bridge,  2,240  pounds,  $4.00  for  grate;  $4.25  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut.  These 
quotations  are  50  cents  lower  than  prices  on  January  i. 

For  anthracite  coal  2,240  pounds  delivered  free  on  board  of  vessels  at 
Buffalo,  prices  on  May  i  were:  $4.30  for  grate;  $4.55  for  egg,  stove  and  chest¬ 
nut;  retail,  within  the  city  limits,  2,000  pounds  delivered.  May  i,  $4.50  on  grate; 
S4.75  for  egg,  stove  and  nut,  and  $4.00  for  pea.  Blossburg  sells  at  $4.00. 

For  bituminous  coal,  2,000  pounds  car  lots  on  track,  Buffalo,  Allegheny 
region,  screened  lump  $1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed  Si. 50;  run  of  mine  S1.40; 
nut  and  slack  mixed  $1.25 ;  slackSi-iS-  Reynoldsville  region:  screened  lump 
$1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed  run  of  mine  Si. 50;  nut  and  slack  mixed  $1.30; 

slack  Sl20.  Pittsburg  region:  screened  lump  .$1.70;  lump  and  nut  mixed  S1.60; 
run  of  mine  Si-5o;  nut  Si-5o;  slack  Si-2o.  Fairmont  region:  screened  lump 
Si. 70;  lump  and  nut  mixedSi.6o;  run  of  mineSi-So;  slackSi.2o.  MercerCounty 
region:  screened  lump  Si-6o;  lump  and  nut  mixed  Si-5o;  run  of  mine  Sl4o; 
slack  SliS,  Brier  Hill  region;  screened  lump  S3-35-  Cannel  coal  No.  i,  S4  00. 

Coke  is  quoted  at  S3-I5  for  Reynoldsville  and  S4-o5  for  Connellsville  per 
net  ton  in  car  lots  on  tracks. 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  July  2  aggregated 
44,900  tons,  distributed  as  follows:  Chicago  10,000  tons,  Milwaukee  12,600 
tons,  Duluth  8,400  tons,  Superior  8,700  tons,  Toledo  1,000  tons,  Gladstone  1,200 
tons.  Green  Bay  1,700  tons,  Benton  Harbor  1,200  tons. 

Freight  rates  to  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Duluth,  Superior,  Toledo,  Gladstone, 
Marquette,  and  Portage  remain  at  20c  per  ton.  Saginaw  rates  35c  per  ton; 
Benton  Harbor  40c  per  ton. 

Shipments  of  coal  from  this  port  for  the  month  of  June  were  169,009  tons, 
and  for  the  season  of  1898  to  July  i,  522,036  tons,  compared  with  430,243  tons 
in  1897. 

An  exchange  gives  the  following  interview  with  a  leading  Chicago  coal 
man,  stating  the  prospects  with  respect  to  coal  freights  and  shipments: 

"Shipments  from  Buffalo  are  a  little  slow,  but  with  the  immense  tonnage 
within  call  at  at  any  time,  any  necessary  amount  of  coal  could  be  moved  up 
the  lakes  without  creating  any  sensation  at  all.  I  hardly  think  that  the  pres¬ 
ent  scarcity  of  boats  at  Buffalo  will  cause  any  material  advance  in  freight 
rates.  If  it  becomes  necessary  to  pay  more  for  transportation,  shippers  will 
stop  business. 

“Most  of  the  contracts  were  on  a  basis  of  20  cents  for  lake  freight  and  to 
pay  more  would  be  to  lose  money.  With  the  exception  of  two  cargoes,  con¬ 
tracted  for  in  January,  we  have  paid  only  20  cents  from  the  opening  of  nav¬ 
igation.  I  think  this  rate  will  rule  for  almost  the  entire  season.” 

The  very  different  policies  pursued  by  the  different  shippers  this  season 
has  been  a  feature  of  the  business  done  at  this  port  so  far. 

The  following  paragraph  taken  from  an  exchange  gives  a  plausible  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  seemingly  capricious  course  followed  by  shippers: 

The  hard  coal  shippers  are  pursuing  quite  different  courses  in  regard  to 
sending  coal  up  the  lakes.  Some  of  them  are  taking  advantage  of  the  low 
rate  and  doing  a  large  business,  while  others  are  doing  next  to  nothing.  Some 
of  the  heaviest  shippers  are  apparently  taking  turns  in  holding  off.  They 
will  spurt  awhile  and  then  take  a  week  or  more  off,  so  that  the  average  with 
them  is  not  at  all  what  it  ought  to  be.  One  or  two  shippers  are  doing  nothing 
at  all. 

At  first  it  would  seem  to  be  just  the  thing  for  all  the  shippers  to  do  a  big 
business  when  the  rates  are  low,  as  one  company  maks  no  secret  it  is  doing 
and  has  been  doing  all  the  season,  but  this  is  not  so  easy  alter  all.  In  the  first 
place  a  general  effort  to  push  the  coal  forward  would  be  sure  to  send  the  rate 
up,  and  it  was  only  kept  from  advancing  last  week  by  some  of  the  leading 
shippers  ordering  their  coal  back,  as  they  did  not  care  to  ship  at  an  advanced 
rate. 

Thus  it  must  always  happen  that  the  company  has  surplus  coal  to  send 
forward  and  that  the  receiving  docks  in  the  West  are  in  shape  to  store  it. 
Both  of  these  conditions  do  not  always  happen  at  the  same  time.  Then  it  is  a 
fact  that  all  the  anthracite  companies  look  on  the  eastern  trade  as  the  princi¬ 
pal  one  and  treat  the  western  business  as  a  sort  of  overflow.  It  is  this  condi¬ 
tion  of  things  that  makes  the  lake  route  popular,  for  the  lake  boats  can  be  de¬ 
pended  upon  to  take  the  coal  in  large  (quantities,  or  they  will  carry  something 
else  and  allow  the  coal  to  go  east. 

Add  to  these  conditions  the  capricious  condition  of  prices  most  of  the  time 
and  it  will  account  for  the  off-and-on  way  coal  has  moved  by  lake  this  season 
and  for  several  seasons  past.  Sometimes  the  shippers  are  able  to  handle  the 
price  and  sometimes  it  gets  away  from  them  and  makes  any  amount  of 
trouble.  _ 

CINCINNATI,  0. 

July  7,  1898. 

After  a  number  of  heavy  rains  that  almost  caused  a  coal  craft  stage  in  the 
upper  end  of  the  Ohio  river,  the  weather  has  seemingly  turned  dry,  and  the 
river  is  falling  to  such  a  low  stage  that  it  is  not  likely  that  there  will  be  any 
more  coal  marketed  by  water  for  some  time  to  come.  There  are  5,ooo,ocx)  to 
6,000,000  bushels  loaded  at  Pittsburg  ready  for  shipment,  but  the  chances  are 
that  it  will  stay  there.  A  more  or  less  careful  estimate  of  the  amouut  of  coal 
afloat  here  places  the  amount  at  8,500,000  bushels.  This  is  much  below  the 
normal  stock  of  coal  for  this  time  of  year,  but  the  market  is  so  full  just  now 
nobocly  seems  to  care  whether  there  is  much  or  little  in  reserve.  The  market 
generally  has  no  more  strength  than  it  had  a  month  ago.  The  retailers  are 
still  selling  coal  for  next  to  nothing  in  many  places.  The  wholesale  price  is 
firm,  but  there  are  no  buyers.  Pittsburg  lump  is  quoted  at  5  to  5%  cents  a 
bushel  afloat  in  barges  and  Kanawha  is  worth  434  to  544.  Rail  <'oal  varies 
greatly  and  ranges  from  $1.75  to  $2.25  a  ton  on  tracks  here.  The  hard  coal 
market  is  still  considerably  stirred  up,  and  there  are  dealers  who_  are  offering 
anthracite  at  $5.25,  though  most  of  them  ask  $5.50  and  $6.(X).  Gas  coke  sells 
for  6 and  7  cents  a  bushel  delivered. 
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BOSTON,  MASS. 

July  6,  1898. 

Coal  continues  unsettled  in  tone,  and  from  Philadelphia  and  other  points 
near  the  mining  section  comes  reports  of  further  cuts  in  prices.  The  disturb¬ 
ance  is  in  the  anthracite  market,  bituminous  coal  being  practically  unchanged. 
Sales  are  said  to  have  been  made  lately  of  anthracite  coal  far  below  the  circular 
prices.  Some  of  the  companies,  however,  say  that  $2.25  is  the  lowest  price  for 
stove  coal,  but  the  dealers  state  that  they  have  been  offered  this  size  as  low  as 
$2.  These  prices,  of  course,  are  mine  prices,  tidewater  prices  including  the 
freight.  Recent  local  cuts  in  retail  prices  stimulated  buying  to  some  extent, 
but  the  movement  is  not  very  heavy  now,  and  normal  midsummer  conditions 
are  again  in  order.  V^ery  little  coal  is  moving  from  the  yards,  and  the  dealers 
are  in  no  rush  to  replenish  stocks,  believing  that  the  price  of  coal  will  not 
advance  for  some  time. 

The  following  table  shows  Philadelphia  and  New  York  circular  prices 
f.  o.  b.  on  which  there  is  a  discount  of  15c.  It  is  stated  that  the  tidewater  rates 
are  fairly  well  maintained,  the  cutting  being  done  by  individual  operators: 

Philadelphia: 

Hard  white  ash .  $3  65 

F ree  white  ash .  3 

Shamokin . 

Schuylkill  red  ash . 

Lykens  Valley .  4 

New  York: 

Hard  white  ash . 

Free  white  ash .  3 

Shamokin . 

Schuylkill  red  ash . 

Lykens  \'alley .  5 

Trade  in  soft  coal  is  very  light,  being  confined  almost  wholly  to  deliveries 
on  old  contracts. 

George’s  Creek  Cumberland,  $1.75® - per  ton;  Clearfield  $1.45©  1.55  at 

Philadelphia;  and  Baltimore,  $i.7o@i. 75;  New  River  and  Pocahontas  coals, 
- @,'$1.75  at  Newport  News  and  Norfolk. 

Vessels  are  plentiful  and  old  rates  are  quite  generally  (juoted. 

Rates  are  as  follows:  From  New  York,  45@5oc;  from  Philadelphia,  60 
(f<7oc;  from  Baltimore,  70@75c;  from  Newport  News,  7o@75C,  and  from  Nor¬ 
folk,  70@75. 


Bkn. 

Egg. 

Stove. 

Cht. 

$3 

65 

S3  90 

S3 

90 

S3 

65 

3 

40 

3  65 

3 

90 

3 

65 

. . 

3  90 

4 

'5 

3 

75 

.  .  . 

4  15 

4 

50 

4 

15 

4 

75 

5  10 

5 

25 

5 

00 

«3 

90 

S4  15 

S4 

15 

S3 

90 

3 

65 

3  90 

4 

15 

3 

90 

4  15 

4 

40 

4 

00 

• 

4  40 

4 

75 

4 

40 

5 

00 

5  35 

5 

50 

5 
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ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

July  7,  1898. 

The  past  week  has  been  exceedingly  quiet  in  coal  circles  here.  The  only 
development  of  especial  interest  in  the  price  situation  is  an  open  break  in 
retail  anthracite  prices,  which  comes  as  a  natural  sequence  to  the  quiet  cut¬ 
ting  which  has  been  in  progress  and  which  was  referred  to  at  some  extent 
last  week.  On  Sunday  last  the  St.  Louis  Fuel  Co.  came  out  with  an  advertise¬ 
ment  in  the  dailies  offering  grate  coal  at  $5.85,  and  chestnut  stove  and  small 
egg  at  $6.10,  delivered  during  July,  to  be  delivered  any  time  between  date  and 
November  I.  This  price  is  being  generally  met  by  the  trade,  and  there  are 
rumors  of  $5.75  and  $6  being  quoted  by  some. 

Wholesale  prices  East  St.  Louis  continue  nominally  at  $5.10  and  $5. 35, 
but  shrewd  buyers  are  enabled  to  shade  this  to  some  extent. 

The  bituminous  market  continues  much  the  same,  the  figures  at  which 
contracts  are  being  taken  showing  a  disposition  to  freely  discount  the  future. 
The  report  of  the  St.  Louis  Coal  Traffic  Bureau  as  to  shijiments  from  Illinois 
mines  to  East  St.  Louis  for  June  show  a  decrease  of  about  five  per  cent  as 
compared  with  May  of  this  year,  but  an  increase  of  about  six  per  cent  over 
June  of  1897.  The  figures  are  as  follows:  Coal  shipped  from  Illinois  mines 
to  East  St.  Louis  June  1898,  226,265  tons;  June  1897,  208,702  tons;  May  1898, 
238,842  tons;  May  1897,  202,229  tons.  Current  car  lot  quotations  on  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal,  f.  o.  b.  cars.  East  St.  Louis  are  as  follows:  Big  Muddy,  $1.85; 
Trenton  $1.50;  Second  Grades,  $1.3234;  Mt.  Olive,  $1.10;  Standard  Grades  .95. 


WHEELING,  W.  VA. 

July  6,  1898. 

This  month  is  normally  one  of  the  dullest  in  the  entire  year,  and  the  pres¬ 
ent  is  no  exception.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  workaday  world  has  been 
“vacationing”  since  the  first  part  of  July,  and  few  will  have  returned  to  vigor¬ 
ous  duty  for  another  week  yet.  Manufacturers  all  along  the  lines  are  taking 
stock  and  preparing  for  the  next  half  year,  so  that  few  customers  of  the  coal 
mines  are  in  shape  to  take  any  large  consignments  this  week.  The  closing 
down  of  two  furnaces  in  the  Wheeling  district  has  had  the  effect  of  reducing 
the  demand  for  coke  very  materially,  and  shipments  in  this  direction  are  cor¬ 
respondingly  smaller. 

Over  the  river  in  the  Eastern  Ohio  district  there  is  little  doing  this  week, 
though  the  difference  between  ordinary  conditions  and  those  prevailing  now 
is  not  as  marked  as  it  is  here. 

In  Fairmont  the  mines  are  working  about  one-half  time  and  the  same  pro¬ 
portion  of  force.  The  demand  is  believed  to  be  improving,  and  it  is  thought 
that  the  middle  of  the  present  month  will  show  things  in  very  good  shape. 
There  has  been  some  improvement  in  the  demand  at  the  west,  but  eastern 
trade  shows  no  change. 

On  the  West  Virginia  &  Pittsburg,  aside  from  the  usual  holiday  and  mid¬ 
summer  dullness,  there  is  no  change  from  the  conditions  which  have  marked 
this  region  for  weeks.  On  the  Norfolk  &  Western  there  is  no  change  except 
the  temporary  and  expected  dullness  of  this  week.  Strong  shipments  of  both 
coal  and  coke  are  being  prepared  for,  and  next  week  is  expected  to  show  up 
better  than  any  of  its  recent  predecessors.  In  the  Kanawha  and  New  River 
valleys  work  is  going  on  with  a  little  more  vigor,  and  with  slightly  better 
prospects. 


The  American  Chemical  Co.  has  purchased  the  Bay  coal  mine  located 
near  Bay  City,  Mich. 


DULUTH  AND  SUPERIOR. 

July  6,  1898. 

The  only  feature  of  any  particular  interest  in  the  coal  business  this  week 
is  the  stiffening  in  soft  coal  prices.  Hocking  has  been  nominally  quoted  at 
$2.25,  but  has  really  been  selling  at  from  10  to  15  cents  below  that  price.  Now 
it  is  announced  that  $2.25  is  the  price  and  that  nothing  lower  will  go.  Yough- 
iogheny  is  held  at  S2.35.  Hard  coal  has  been  quoted  at  $5.25  for  months,  but 
for  several  weeks  the  price  has  been  meaningless  because  nothing  has  been 
selling.  Now  the  price  is  announced  at  $5. 

Soft  coal  is  being  inquired  for  at  a  lively  rate  and  a  good  deal  of  fall  busi¬ 
ness  is  being  placed.  The  movement  out  of  here  continues  to  be  light,  how¬ 
ever.  Hard  coal  is  expected  to  show  some  signs  of  life  before  long.  The 
Pioneer  Fuel  Co.’s  dock,  after  being  shut  down  since  last  fall,  has  been  again 
opened  for  the  reception  of  coal.  It  has  been  enlarged  to  more  than  50  per 
cent  of  its  former  capacity. 

Market  Review  continued  from  page  79. 

The  Carnegie  line  ( Bessemer),  which  already  has  the  bulk  of  the 
ore-carrying  business  to  Pittsburg,  is  now  pushing  the  other  roads 
on  coke.  It  carries  the  coke  to  Conneaut,  whence-  it  is  shipped 
by  vessel  to  Chicago.  A  boat  will  carry  a  load  equal  to  about 
eighty  cars  of  coke,  and  the  rate  is  lower  than  by  the  all-rail 
route.  Middlemen  in  the  trade  feel  the  competition  of  West 
Virginia  coal  more  keenly  than  ever,  as  it  has  gained  a  strong 
foothold  in  that  market. 

Our  Cincinnati  correspondent  reports  the  stock  of  coal  afloat 
there  at  about  8,500,000  bushels  or  300,000  tons,  which  is  below 
the  normal  for  this  time  of  the  year,  with  no  early  prospect  of 
more  coming  down.  The  wholesale  market  is  firm,  but  there  is 
not  much  doing.  Anthracite  coal  is  being  offered  at  very  low 
prices  to  consumers,  and  that  fuel  is  badly  demoralized. 

St.  Louis  advices  are  that  coal  is  exceedingly  quiet.  Hard 
coal  is  weaker  and  prices  on  the  downward  grade. 


OBITUARY. 

Michael  J.  Fleming,  who  was  recently  stricken  with  paralysis  while  on 
the  street  in  Chicago,  died  July  3,  1898,  in  this  city,  aged  51  years.  The 
funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  Washington  ave¬ 
nue  and  Fifty-sixth  street,  the  rector,  the  Reverend  Percival  Mclntire,  offici¬ 
ating.  The  music  was  furnished  by  the  Imperial  Quartette.  The  interment 
was  at  Oakwoods.  The  pallbearers  were  Messrs.  Birkland,  DeLand,  Bracke- 
bush.  Van  Inwegan,  Hostler  and  Elliott.  The  designs  in  flowers  were  in  ele¬ 
gant  taste,  crosses,  wreaths,  etc.  The  late  Mr.  Fleming  was  one  of  the  oldest 
and  best-known  traveling  men  making  Chicago  his  headquarters.  In  the  year 
1875  he  entered  the  employ  of  A.  C.  Brackebush,  Chicago,  as  traveling  sales¬ 
man,  covering  the  territory  embraced  by  Northern  Illinois,  Wisconsin, 
Iowa  and  Nebraska,  which  position  he  retained  for  several  years, 
during  which  time  he  cultivated  a  large  acquaintance  among 
the  country  trade.  Subsequently  he  took  a  similar  position  with 
L.  A.  Barnard  &  Co.,  from  whom  he  went  into  the  employ  of  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  and  latterly,  for  the  past  four  years  prior  to  his  death,  he 
acted  as  salesman  with  the  late  firm  of  Robert  Law  up  to  the  death  of  that 
pioneer  of  the  coal  trade.  His  genial  good  fellowship  won  him  a  host  of 
friends  in  the  trade,  which  has  been  manifested  both  in  word  and  deed  by  all 
to  whom  his  sudden  decease  became  known.  Surviving  him  are  a  wife  and 
daughter.  He  was  a  Mason  of  high  degree, being  a  Knight  Templar  and  a 
Shriner.  Among  the  friends  and  others  who  attended  the  funeral  were  the 
following  from  Chicago  and  the  outside  coal  trade: — Alexander  Robertson, 
Highland  Park,  Ill.;  Wm.  G.  Weigle,  J.  h'rank  Harral,  Aurora,  Ill.;  A.  D.  Leon- 
hardt,  Evanston;  and  Mes-rs.  Clark,  DeLand,  Barnard,  Hostler,  Birkland,  R. 
B.  Hammond,  Howes,  Ellicott,  Van  Inwegen  and  Capt.  Lucas,  editor  of  The 
Black  Diamond. 


COAL  IN  THE  BLACK  HILLS. 


After  years  of  incessant  labor  and  the  expenditure  of  thousands  of  dollars, 
George  M.  Nix,  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  has  succeeded  in  getting  Eastern  capital 
interested  in  the  Hay  Creek  coal  fields.  The  coal  beds  extend  for  miles  along 
the  border  of  South  Dakota  and  Wyoming,  and  the  veins  are  from  three  to 
thirteen  feet  thick.  All  that  has  been  needed  to  bring  the  coal  into  the  Hills 
towns  was  a  cheap  way  of  transportation.  The  nearest  coal  beds  of  any  worth 
to  Cheyenne  are  about  eighteen  miles  distant.  Mr.  Nix  now  has  a  railroad  com¬ 
pany  organized,  to  be  known  as  the  Wyoming  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  Co., 
and  a  contract  has  already  been  let  to  W.  S.  Heckert,  the  well-known  railroad 
contractor  of  Omaha,  and  George  S.  Harris,  for  the  construction  of  this  eigh¬ 
teen  miles  of  road,  which  will  connect  with  the  Elkhorn  at  Cheyenne  and  will 
be  extended  West  into  the  coal  district.  A  test  of  this  coal  was  made  last  month 
on  the  Elkhorn  engines  running  between  Cheyenne  and  Deadwood,  and  the 
result  was  very  satisfactory.  The  road  is  to  be  completed  by  October  i.  The 
opening  up  of  this  district  will  bring  coal  into  the  Black  Hills  towns  at  a  much 
reduced  rate.  It  will  be  the  means,  it  is  thought,  of  reducing  the  charges  of 
ore  treatment  to  a  certain  extent  which  will  help  to  open  up  mines  of  lower 
grade  of  ore.  This  coal  can  be  easily  converted  into  coke,  and  by  a  new  pro¬ 
cess,  discovered  by  Professor  Hemmingway,  of  Chicago,  who  has  spent  con¬ 
siderable  time  experimenting  on  this  coal,  a  remarkably  good  quality  can  be 
made.  Coke  is  used  in  large  quantities  in  the  smelters  in  the  Black  Hills,  and 
with  the  manufacturing  plant  so  near, the  cost  will  be  much  lessened. 

Col.  S.  T.  Pearson,  manager  of  the  Sterling  Coal  Mining  Co.’s  property, 
who  resides  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  has  returned  from  Morrison,  where  the 
measures  are  located,  and  says  preparations  have  already  begun  for  the  ex¬ 
traction  of  coal  insufficient  quantity  at  least  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
Sanpete  Valley  Railway,  which  has  for  a  long  time  been  purchasing  from  the 
the  Sterling  company’s  neighbors. 
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HOW  WAR  AFFECTS  COAL. 


Several  German  and  British  steam  colliers  left  Hong  Kong,  China,  last 
week  for  the  Philippines. 


*  * 


The  Egyptian  Government  has  definiteiy  refused  permission  to  Admiral 
Camara  to  coal  his  fleet  at  Port  Said,  believing  the  Spanish  ships  have  suffi¬ 
cient  coal  to  steam  to  the  nearest  port  of  their  own  country. 


* 

*  * 


The  “coal  endurance”  of  a  part  of  the  new  eastern  squadron  will  be  nota¬ 
ble.  The  flagship  Newark  has  a  steaming  radius  of  six  or  seven  thousand  miles 
at  moderate  speed,  and  the  merchant  cruisers  Yankee,  Dixie  and  Yosemite, 
by  filling  their  holds  with  fuel,  can  go  thirty  days  without  recoaling. 


*  * 


The  coal  industry  of  the  Pacific  Coast  is  beginning  to  show  the  effects  of 
the  increased  demand  for  naval  purposes.  Both  the  Fairhaven  and  Blue  Can¬ 
yon  mines  are  doing  extensive  development  work  to  increase  their  output. 
At  the  former  a  large  new  double  drum  hoist  is  now  being  placed  and  pre¬ 
paration  made  to  open  a  second  level  below  the  present  tunnel  level.  At 
Blue  Canyon  work  is  being  pushed  on  double  shift,  and  the  company  is  pre¬ 
paring  fora  large  demand,  not  alone  from  government  sources,  but  from  com¬ 
mercial  enterprises  also. 


Coaling  stations  the  United  States  needs  and  must  have.  The  modern 
war  vessel  needs  bases  for  coal,  otherwise  she  is  powerless.  All  experts  knew 
this  before  the  American-Spanish  war  commenced,  but  it  is  now  made  plain 
to  the  public,  which  sees  that  coaling  stations  are  an  absolute  necessity. 
Whether  the  territory  conquered  or  to  be  conquered  is  to  be  held  in  the  shape 
of  colonies  is  another  and  very  different  proposition.  Commerce  and  the  de¬ 
fense  of  our  own  coast  render  coaling  stations  a  national  necessity  under 
modern  naval  conditions. 

* 

*  * 

On  the  Pacific  Coast  it  is  looked  upon  as  doubtful  whether  Great  Britain 
will  be  able  to  observe  her  neutrality  regarding  coal  as  a  contraband  of 
war.  The  greater  her  vigilance,  however,  the  greater  will  be  the  increase  of 
the  Puget  Sound  coal  product.  For  example,  California  bought  1,600,000  tons 
of  coal  in  1897.  Of  this  558,000  tons  come  from  British  Columbia,  630,000  tons 
from  the  United  States,  and  412,000  from  Australia  and  Great  Britain.  Should 
the  foreign  supply  of  coal  for  California  be  shut  off,  San  Francisco  would  be 
forced  to  fall  back  on  Puget  Sound  and  Rocky  Mountain  coal  mines,  greatly 
increasing  their  market  and  bringing  prosperity  to  their  owners  and  employes. 

* 

*  * 

At  Port  Said,  Egypt,  United  States  Consular  Agent  Broadbent  has  just 
made  a  master  stroke,  which  he  reports  to  the  department.  While  the  Span¬ 
ish  ships  were  seeking  permission  of  the  Egyptian  Government  to  take  coal 
at  Port  Said,  the  Consular  officer  succeeded  cjuietly  in  buying  up  all  of  the 
coal  available  at  that  port.  This  amounted  to  20,000  tons,  and  it  is  in  a  good 
place  to  be  shipped  to  Dewey,  to  serve  as  a  base  of  supplies  for  Commodore 
Watson’s  Eastern  Squadron  when  it  enters  the  Mediterranean,  or  to  coal  any 
American  vessels  that  may  pass  through  the  Suez  Canal,  bound  to  the  Asiatic 
station,  if  it  should  be  decided  that  it  is  permissible  for  war  ships  to  take  on 
coal  at  Port  Said. 

*** 

The  war  tax  on  shipping  manifests  which  went  into  effect  July  2  is  being 
considering  in  a  good  natured  sort  of  way  by  the  coal  operators  of  Pittsburg. 
According  to  the  provisions  of  the  law,  one  cent  will  have  to  be  paid  to  the 
government  for  every  car  load  of  coal  billed  and  one  cent  for  all  coal  mani¬ 
fested  on  barges  on  the  river.  The  river  operators  will  have  little  to  pay,  as 
they  can  ship  many  thousand  bushels  on  one  manifest.  This  will  not  apply  to 
shippers  who  own  their  boats.  As  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  there  are  about 
175,000  carloads  of  bituminous  coal  shipped  from  the  Pittsburg  district  every 
year,  which  with  a  tax  of  one  cent  on  every  car  there  would  be  $1,750  annually 
towards  the  payment  of  the  war  debt. 


ON  THE  WING.  | 

Cleveland  shippers  are  now  offering  25  cents  on  coal  to  Milwaukee,  but 
vessel  owners  are  exhibiting  no  eagerness  to  accept. 

*  Jjc 

The  $4,700,000  new  common  stock  of  the  Columbus  and  Hocking  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.  has  been  admitted  to  the  Stock  Exchange  list. 

:k  * 

The  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  the  Rookery,  Chicago,  has  closed  a  con¬ 
tract  for  200,000  tons  of  bituminous  coal  with  P  .  D.  Armour  &  Co.,  the  Stock 
Yards,  this  city. 

*  * 

According  to  a  Buffalo  correspondent,  vessel  owners  now  refuse  coal  car¬ 
goes  at  current  prices  offered,  and  a  number  of  boats  have  already  tied  up 
until  better  figures  are  made. 

The  Arbuckle  Sugar  Refinery  is  reported  to  be  in  the  market  for  25,000 
tons  of  soft  coal.  This  concern  will  also  use  some  small  sizes  of  anthracite 
coal,  but  is  not  ready  to  contract  for  them  yet. 

*** 

We  understand  the  Metropolitan  Traction  Co.  has  closed  a  contract  for 
soft  coal  to  be  taken  at  the  Harlem  river  power  house.  This  is  a  new  venture 
for  this  concern,  as  heretofore  it  has  always  used  anthracite  coal. 

o.*  ' 

*  -x- 

The  sudden  death  of  Mr.  M.  J.  Fleming  last  Sunday,  July  3,  was  a  painful 
surprise  to  the  coal  trade  of  Chicago,  with  which  he  had  been  connected  for 
upwards  of  twenty-three  years.  The  obituary  notice  will  be  found  in  another 
column. 

W.  H.  Vance  &  Co.,  Toledo,  Ohio,  have  opened  a  branch  office  at  Flint, 
Mich.,  for  the  convenience  of  their  coal  trade  in  upper  portion  of  the  peninsula. 
Mr.  F.  J.  Blair  has  been  appointed  manager  and  will  represent  the  firm  at  the 
new  branch. 

*** 

The  Mogg  Coal  Co.,  4230  State  street,  Chicago,  has  issued  a  handsome 
blotter,  on  one  side  of  which  are  the  flags  of  the  United  States  and  Cuba,  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  American  eagle  and  shield.  The  flags,  etc.,  are  beautifully  em¬ 
bossed  in  colors. 

* 

*  * 

The  British  steamship  Sand  Hill  cleared  from  Norfolk  on  the  5th  instant 
with  2,400  tons  of  Pocahontas  coal  for  London.  It  is  said  that  this  shipment 
was  made  on  account  of  the  strike  of  the  Weleh  miners,  and  it  is  believed  will 
be  followed  by  others. 

*  ♦ 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  announce  that  their  prices 
for  shipments  during  July  on  line  and  city  trade  will  be  the  same  f.  o.  b.  cars 
at  breaker  as  were  in  effect  on  June  shipments  per  circular  No.  22  of  1898. 
All  unfilled  June  requisitions  will  be  canceled. 

Mr.  Hugh  Murray,  who  has  large  coal  interests  in  the  vicinity  of  Nash¬ 
ville  and  Sparta,  Ill.,  made  a  pleasant  call  at  the  office  of  TheBlackDia- 
.MOND  on  Friday,  July  8.  Mr.  Murray  is  returning  to  his  home  at  Nashville 
after  a  most  pleasant  wedding  tour  of  several  weeks. 

*** 

The  Board  of  Education  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  has  awarded  the  public 
school  contract  of  that  city  for  6,000  tons  of  coal  to  Osborn,  Williams  &  Horn. 
The  coal  specified  is  from  the  celebrated  “Congo”  mines  owned  and  operated 
by  the  Turney  &  Jones  Co.,  of  Columbus  and  Chicago. 

* 

*  * 

The  Catlin  Coal  Co.,  operating  a  large  mine  at  Danville,  Ill.,  reports  bright 
prospects  for  business  and  will  employ  a  large  force  of  miners  steadily. 
Preparations  are  being  made  by  Superintendent  Dickerson  to  greatly  increase 
the  output  and  substantial  improvements  are  now  being  made. 

*  ^ 

The  International  Magazine  for  July  is  full  of  good  reading  and  should  be 
found  in  the  grip  of  every  reader  going  on  a  vacation,  or  as  a  companion  to  a 
trip  on  the  lakes,  or  a  visit  to  the  parks.  In  short,  it  is  replete  with  up-to-date 

reading  of  a  general  miscellaneous  character  which  is  sure  to  be  pleasing. 

.  * 

♦  * 

For  those  of  our  readers  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  market  sizes  of 
anthracite  coal,  lump  and  steamboat  are  large  or  unbroken  chunks,  while 
broken  will  pass  over  a  2j^-inch  screen.  The  two  first  named  are  but  little 
used  now.  The  other  sizes  are  graded  as  follows  by  the  breaker  screens; 
Egg  will  passthrough  a  2j^-inch  screen  and  over  ij^';  stove  through  iji(-inch 
and  over  chestnut  through  I'X  and  over  j^-inch;  pea  through  ^  and  over 
j4-inch;  buckwheat  through  '/z  and  over  j^-inch;  rice  through  'X-inch  and 
over  a  culm  screen.  There  is  some  variation  in  the  screens,  but  these  are  the 
general  sizes. 


44 


The  Beack  Diamond. 


[July  9 


Mr.  John  T.  Connery,  manager  of  the  Voiighiogheny  and  Lehigh  Coal  Co. 
Chicago,  informs  the  writer  that  6,500  tons  of  bituminous  coal  was  sold  from 
their  fueling  dock  on  the  North  Pier  during  the  month  of  June.  It  is  expected 
that  sales  to  the  lake  trade  for  Juiy  will  show  a  gratifying  increase  over  those 
of  June. 


* 

*  * 


(i)n  July  2  and  continuing  until  July  5  the  great  metropolitan  city  of  Chi¬ 
cago  was  without  the  regular  daily  newspapers  on  account  of  the  strike  of 
stereotypers.  This  unique  spectacle  of  a  large  city  being  four  days  with¬ 
out  its  big  daily  papers  is  probably  unprecedented.  Outside  cities  contributed 
papers  liberally . 


* 

*  * 

In  order  to  introduce  the  Hyatt  Telegraphic  Code  to  every  operator  and 
mine  owner  who  sends  telegrams,  the  compiler,  Mr.  W.  P.  Hyatt,  of  Detroit, 
Mich.,  has  decided  to  cut  the  price  in  two  for  a  short  time  only.  The  regular 
price  of  this  code  is  S2.50,  but  for  a  few  days  Mr.  Hyatt  will  fdl  all  orders  at 
half  price — $1.25. 

•  ^ 

*  * 

The  “Anthracite  Association”  is  the  name  of  the  new  organization  which 
was  effected  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  last  week  to  boom  hard  coal.  Some  94.  dele¬ 
gates  were  present  from  26  different  towns  in  the  anthracite  coal  regions,  who 
promise  to  use  every  available  means  to  revive  the  languishing  interests  of 
the  trade  and  to  restore  it  to  its  pristine  vitality. 

* 

*  * 

The  Sabine  Land  and  Improvement  Co.  have  a  large  booth  in  the  Liberal 
Arts  building  at  the  Omaha  Exposition,  where  a  vast  amount  of  literature  de¬ 
scribing  the  location  and  advantages  of  Sabine  Pass  is  given  away  daily. 
Sabine  Pass  is  in  the  southeast  corner  of  Texas  and  someday  will  probably 
be  one  of  the  largest  cities  on  the  gulf  coast  in  the  Lone  Star  state. 

* 

*  * 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  soft  coal  combination  in  the  Central  West  it  is 
now  proposed  to  form  a  combination  of  West  Virginia  operators,  including 
the  Norfolk  &  Western, Chesapeake  &  Ohio, Chicago  &  Louisville,  Chicago  & 
I'lastern  Illinois.  This  arrangement  would  be  supported  by  the  Pennsylvania, 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  Erie  roads.  President  Ingalls,  of  the  Big  Four,  is  un¬ 
derstood  to  be  urging  the  alliance. 

* 

*  * 


Work  in  Jackson  county,  Ohio,  never  was  so  dull.  The  numerous  and 
protracted  miners’  strikes  of  the  past  two  or  three  years  have  driven  trade  to 
other  fields.  Miners  are  moving  to  other  coal  fields.  Until  the  strikes  were 
inaugurated  two  or  three  years  ago  work  was  abundant,  and  miners  made 
good  money,  building  themselves  neat  homes,  which  they  adorned,  but  the 
property  thus  accumulated  would  not  now  bring  half  its  value. 

* 

*  * 

We  are  requested  to  announce  the  dissolution  of  partnership  between  A. 
S.  Van  Wickle  and  J.  W.  Morrell,  doing  business  under  the  name  of  A.  S. 
Van  Wickle  &  Co.,  which  took  effect  June  8,  1898,  in  consequence  of  the  death 
of  Mr.  A.  S.  Van  Wickle.  The  business  will  be  conducted  by  the  undersigned 
under  the  name  of  Van  Wickle  &  Co.  Jas.  Wallace  Morrell. 

George  S.  Van  Wickle. 

* 

*  * 

Geo.  G.  Pope  &  Co.,  90  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  celebrate  the  twentieth 
yearof  their  entrance  into  the  coal  trade  of  this  city  by  the  issuance  of  a  hand¬ 
some  two-fold  circular,  on  the  front  of  which  are  the  Stars  and  Stripes  and  the 
Cuban  flag;  between  them  is  the  American  eagle  with  outstretched  wings,  with 
the  United  States  shield  on  his  breast,  done  in  colors  and  embossed  work. 
The  firm  says:  “Present  prices  are  low,  send  us  your  orders,  write  or  wire  us 
for  prices,  we  will  do  the  rest.’’ 

*** 

Mr.  H.  C.  Adams,  manager  of  the  Turney  &  Jones  Co.,  Chicago,  in  his 
fine  colored  patriotic  monthly  calendar  circular  for  July,  says  of  anthracite: 
“A  circular  price  at  this  time  would  certainly  be  sufficiently  farcical  to  provoke 
a  smile,  and  we  therefore  refrain.  We  will  only  say  regarding  prices  that  we 
are  prepared  to  meet  competition  and  ship  strictly  A  No.  i  coal.  In  bitu¬ 
minous,  our  Sunday  Creek  No.  12  is  a  hummer  and  there  are  ‘no  flies’  on  our 

Indiana  block,  Wilmington,  LaSalle  or  Mystic  coal.” 

* ,  * 

* 

Our  West  Virginia  correspondent  writes:  “An  important  railroad  enter¬ 
prise  was  chartered  last  week,  and  it  is  promised  that  it  shall  be  prosecuted 
steadily  till  completed,  though  experience  has  taught  that  in  the  matter  of 
building  new  railroads  in  West  Virginia  there  are  many  slips.  This  road, 
however,  has  the  backing  of  such  good  people  as  George  C.  Sturgiss,  John  W. 
Mason,  George  M.  Whitescarver,  Thomas  E.  Davis,  and  others  ecpially  promi¬ 
nent  in  West  Virginia  financial  and  business  circles.  The  new  road  is  to  be 
known  as  the  Central  Railroad,  and  is  to  cover  territory  from  over  near  Fair¬ 
mont  clear  through  by  way  of  the  Elk  river  to  Charleston.  It  is  to  be  devoted 
to  the  development  of  the  coal  industry,  which  announcement  will  cause  more 
than  one  man  in  West  Virginia  to  ask  what  further  development  the  coal  in¬ 
dustry  needs  in  West  Virginia,  for  the  present  at  least.” 


A  letter  from  Cleveland  to  a  firm  in  Chicago  says:  “Coal  men  are  losing 
money  on  every  shipment  made,  and  if  the  conditions  do  not  change  soon  for 
the  better  the  general  feeling  here  is  that  wages  will  have  to  be  lowered. 
Prices  at  which  West  Virginia  coal  is  selling  is  demoralizing  those  of  opera¬ 
tors  in  Ohio  coal,  who  cannot  withstand  the  strain  much  longer.  The  diffi¬ 
culty  may  culminate  in  a  repudiation  of  the  Chicago  agreement  because  West 
Virginia  miners  have  not  been  brought  into  line  by  the  union  officials. 

*  * 

Mr.  Elmer  H.  Lawall,  general  superintendent  of  the  Lehigh  and  Wilkes- 
barre  Coal  Co.’s  properties  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  has  been  granted  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence  by  President  J.  Rogers  Maxwell,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Richards  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  acting  general  superintendent  in  charge  of  the  operations  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  taking  effect  July  I.  Mr.  Richards  was  the  general  mining  engineer  of 
the  company  and  has  held  that  position  since  1888,  and  is  regarded  as  an 
able  man.  Previous  to  this  he  was  division  engineer  for  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Railroad  Co. 

* 

*  * 

The  awful  loss  of  life  by  the  sinking  of  the  French  liner.  La  Bourgogne, 
off  Sable  Island,  when  leaving  America  for  France,  was  little  less  than  a 
calamity,  nearly  600  passengers  and  all  of  the  officers  but  one  being,  drowned. 
Among  the  passengers  was  the  entire  family  of  John  Perry,  of  the  large  coal 
and  lumber  concern  of  Keith  &  Perry,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  included  Mrs. 
Perry,  Misses  Florence  and  Sadie,  twins,  aged  20  years,  A.  Perry,  ii  years  and 
Katherine,  6  years.  Mrs.  Joseph  H.  Durkee,  who  was  an  aunt  of  Jed  H.Durkee, 
manager  of  the  J.  H.  Durkee  Coal  Co.’s  interests  in  Kansas  City,  was  also  lost. 

* 

A  special  from  Honolulu  says  the  United  States  possesses  an  island 
suitable  for  a  coaling  and  even  for  a  naval  station  in  the  Pacific  in  the  very 
doorway  of  Manila.  It  is  known  as  Marcus  of  Weeks,  and  is  2,700  miles  from 
Hawaii,  more  than  half-way  to  the  Philippines.  The  island  belongs  to  Capt. 
Foster,  commander  of  a  sailing  vessel  plying  between  the  orient  and  San 
Francisco.  Foster  found  it  while  out  cruising  and  took  possession.  It  was  at 
that  time  unclaimed  and  unoccupied.  By  consent  of  James  G.  Blaine,  then 
secretary  of  state,  the  American  flag  was  hoisted  over  the  island  and  still 
remains  there,  the  same  being  sanctioned  by  Great  Britain,  France  and  all 
the  powers.  The  island  is  24.4  north  and  154.2  east.  It  is  about  five  miles 
long  and  is  densely  covered  with  trees  and  shrubbery.  It  has  a  white,  sandy 
beach  and  the  center  is  a  knoll  rising  about  200  feet  above  the  sea.  It  is  near 
the  track  of  vessels  from  Honolulu  to  Yokohama,  and  has  been  offered  to  the 
United  States  for  a  coaling  station. 
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In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manifested  in  the  several 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  is  the 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 
Interest  them. 


Attention!  Executive  Committee 

- OF - 

ILLINOIS  and  WISCONSIN! 

There  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  at  the  Great  Northern  hotel  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  July  20,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  a  secretary  and  treasurer  and  to 
investigate  certain  matters  and  claims,  as  well  as  to  take  action  on  any  other 
business  which  may  be  properly  brought  before  it.  The  new  executive  officers 
of  the  association  are  as  follows:  W.  H.  Simpson,  Milwaukee,  Wis.;  C.  M. 
Cutting,  Lake  Forest,  Ill.;  W.  N.  Sanford,  Freeport,  Ill.;  Frank  Durkee,  Lake 
Geneva,  Wis.;  R.  C.  Brown,  Oshkosh,  Wis. 

* 

^  He 

The  latest  names  added  to  the  membership  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  are  as  follows:  Heddles  Lumber  Co.,  Lake  Beu¬ 
lah,  Wis.,  and  Walter  &  Franzen,  Shermanville,  Ill. 


No.  2.] 
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OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interest 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


At  Saginaw,  Mich.,  anthracite  is  quoted  at  $5.75.  Last  year  the  price  was 
$6.50. 

* 

*  * 

The  coal  dealers  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  have  reduced  the  price  of  coal  fifty  cents 
a  ton. 

*  * 

♦ 

Watts  &  Fairley  have  recently  embarked  in  the  retail  coal  business  at 
Hillsboro,  Ohio. 

* 

*  ^ 

Anthracite  is  $5.25  per  ton  in  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  This  is  a  cut  from  the 
dealers’  agreement  to  sell  at  $6.00  per  ton. 

*  * 

Evans  &  Schenck,  of  Franklin,  O.,  are  erecting  shed  and  remodeling  an 
office  preparatory  to  engaging  in  the  coal  business. 

*  * 

Harrington  Bros,  have  secured  the  contract  of  furnishing  the  coal  for  the 

National  Home,  Gardiner,  Me.,  for  the  coming  year. 

*  * 

* 

The  coal  business,  formerly  conducted  by  W.  A.  Lewis,  Springfield,  Vt., 
has  been  purchased  by  Lawrence,  Tinker  &  Co.,  of  that  city. 

* 

* 

The  Garden  City  Coal  Co.,  Upper  Falls,  Mass.,  has  the  contract  for 
supplying  the  school  buildings  on  the  south  side  of  that  city  with  coal. 

* 

*  ^ 

“Anthracite  coal  took  a  drop  of  50c  a  ton  today,  and  now  retails  at  $5.00 
a  ton,”  says  a  special  dispatch  from  our  Milwaukee  (Wis.)  correspondent, 
dated  July  7. 

.  * 

*  * 

P.  P.  Maxwell,  of  Franklin,  Ohio,  has  recently  engaged  in  the  ice  busi¬ 
ness,  and  is  prepared  to  furnish  ice  to  keep  cool  and  coal  to  keep  warm. 
What  a  happy  combination! 

*  ^ 

Hatch  &  North  have  secured  the  contract  to  supply  175  tons  of  egg  an¬ 
thracite  to  the  courthouse  and  jail  at  Hartford,  Conn.  Joel  C.  Taft  will  supply 
600  tons  of  bituminous  to  the  Hartford  county  jail. 

* 

*  * 

The  contract  to  supply  anthracite  coal  to  the  state  buildings  at  Harris¬ 
burg,  Pa.,  was  awarded  to  H.  M.  Kelly,  who  bid  $3.84  per  ton.  J.  B.  Mont¬ 
gomery  will  supply  soft  coal  at  $i.Sg,  buckwheat  at  $2.14  and  stove  $3.84  per 
ton.  Kelly  will  supply  pea  coal  at  $2.49. 

** 

* 

We  venture  to  assert  that  no  coal  dealer  in  Ohio  or  any  other  state  can 
boast  of  doing  a  retail  coal  business  in  a  church  building  except  A.  B.  Shetter, 
of  Middletown,  Ohio.  The  entire  front,  including  the  tower,  is  covered  with 
large  letters  announcing  to  the  public  his  business. 

■X- 

*  * 

The  supply  committee  of  the  Board  of  Control,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  met 
June  28th,  and  after  being  in  session  for  three  hours  awarded  the  coal  contract 
for  the  term  of  1898,  to  the  following  successful  bidders:  H.  M.  Kelley,  egg, 
$3.84;  stove,  $4.1 5 ;  bituminous,  $1.59  a  ton;  J.  B.  Montgomery  bidding  the  same 
amount  for  egg  coal  will  receive  one-half  the  contract,  and  furnish  all  the  pea 
coal  at  $2.75  per  ton;  D.  L.  Jauss  &  Co.,  buckwheat,  $2.50  per  ton. 

X-  * 

* 

War  has  been  declared  among  the  retail  coal  dealers  of  Cleveland,  O. 
Prices  are  being  slashed  right  and  left,  and  the  Retail  Coal  Association  is 
threatened  with  disruption.  The  retail  coal  prices  of  the  city  have  been 
controlled  by  the  Cleveland  Coal  Association  for  several  years.  The  asso¬ 
ciation  has  succeeded  to  a  great  extent  in  keeping  uniform  prices.  Prices  on 
all  grades  of  retail  coal  have  been  ordered  advanced  from  18  to  25  cents  per 
ton  since  the  Chicago  scale  went  into  effect.  During  the  past  few  weeks  a 
number  of  special  meetings  of  the  association  have  been  called  and  members 
of  the  association  have  been  charged  with  cutting  prices.  Several  members 
have  set  the  association  at  defiance. 

difi.  ila 

A  Buffalo  dispatch  says:  The  lowest  bids  for  supplying  the  county  in¬ 
stitutions  with  coal  for  the  year  beginning  July  ist  were  figured  out  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  committee  on  supplies  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  These  bids 
were  opened  on  Friday  last,  but  the  work  of  figuring  out  the  lowest  bidders 
was  not  completed  until  today.  Donnelly,  Dunham  &  Co.  were  the  lowest 
bidders  for  furnishing  6,000  tons  of  soft  coal  to  the  almshouse  and  penitentiary 
for  $8,580;  for  forty  tons  of  chestnut  coal  at  the  almshouse  for  $147.60  and  sixty 
tons  of  stove  coal  at  $221.40  for  the  penitentiary.  W.  J.  Knickenberg  was 
lowest  at  $1,204  for  350  tons  of  grate  coal  and  thirty-five  tons  of  stove  coal  at 
$128.10  for  the  jail.  Joseph  E.  Gavin  &  Co.  bid  lowest  at  $517.50  for  fifty  tons 
of  grate  coal  for  the  65th  regiment  arsenal. 

*  * 

Ten  firms  submitted  bids  on  pea  coal  for  the  county  hospital  for  the  in¬ 
sane  and  the  branch  hospital  at  Overbrook  at  the  meeting  of  the  freeholders’ 
committee  on  hospitals,  Newark,  N.  J.,  June  28.  Baldwin  &  Co.,  of  Newark, 
got  the  contract  for  delivering  3,000  tons  to  the  local  institution  at  $2.49  a  ton, 
and  Slayback  Brothers,  of  Verona,  that  to  furnish  1,500  tons  to  the  branch 
hospital  at  $2.50.  Baldwin  &  Mills  and  A.  H.  Ross  &  Co.  were  the  only  firms 
that  submitted  bids  on  both  proposals.  When  the  result  was  announced  A.  H. 
Ross  &  Co.  claimed  that  their  bid  was  the  best  because  it  adhered  to  the 
terms  of  the  advertisement,  which  called  for  bids  on  both  supplies.  County 
Counsel  Munn  settled  the  matter  by  stating  that  the  advertisement  plainly 
gave  the  dealers  the  right  to  bid  on  either  or  both  proposals. 


COAL  TRAFFIC  OF  THE  GREAT  LAKES. 


The  following  extracts  are  from  a  report  to  the  Treasury  Department, 
compiled  by  Mr.  Geo.  G.  Tunell,  Chicago:  In  the  coal  business  the  ports  of 
destination  are  much  more  numerous  than  the  ports  of  origin.  The  small 
ports  about  the  lakes  receive  not  only  their  own  supplies  of  coal,  but  to  some 
extent  those  of  the  surrounding  country  as  well.  The  aggregate  receipts  of  the 
small  ports  are  not  very  large,  however,  and  so  the  growth  of  the  receipts  of  the 
large  ports  shows  pretty  accurately  the  increase  of  the  business  and  the  shift¬ 
ing  of  the  great  distributing  centers.  Fortunately  we  have  statistics  of  the  re¬ 
ceipts  at  the  great  distributing  ports  for  a  long  period  of  years.  Chicago  and 

Milwaukee  at  the  head  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  Duluth  and  Superior  at  the 
head  of  Lake  Superior,  are  the  centers  from  which  the  West  and  Northwest 
receive  their  coal.  The  following  table  exhibits  the  present  importance  of  the 
traffic: 

Ports.  Total  Receipts. 

1896 — Tons. 

Chicago . 6,812,319 

Milwaukee . 1.587,795 

Duluth  and  Superior . 1,775,712 

It  appears  that  Chicago  has  no  more  than  held  its  own  as  a  distributing 
point  during  the  period  from  1880  to  1897,  that  shipments  from  Milwau¬ 
kee  grew  from  65,390  tons  in  1880  to  600,888  tons  in  1891  and  fell  to  432,768 
tons  in  1894,  but  rose  to  640,470  tons  in  1895,  but  decreased  again  in  1896  to 
446,683  tons,  almost  reaching  the  low  figure  of  1894.  The  Duluth-Superior 
business  grew  almost  without  setbacks  from  60,000  tons  in  1880  to  the  large 
volume  of  2,126,781  tons  in  1893.  In  1894  the  traffic  of  these  ports  fell  a  trifle 
short  of  that  of  1893  and  in  1895  there  was  a  more  decided  loss,  but  in  1896 
there  was  a  partial  recovery.  The  movement  of  coal  through  the  St.  Mary’s  Falls 
Canal  in  recent  years  has  grown  at  a  much  more  rapid  rate  than  the  receipts 
of  Duluth  and  Superior.  The  distribution  of  coal  from  Lake  Superior  points 
has  therefore  increased  even  more  rapidly  than  is  indicated  by  the  statistics 
of  the  business  of  Duluth  and  Superior.  Every  effort  has  been  made  by  the 
coal  dealers  of  Chicago  and  Milwaukee  on  the  one  hand  and  of  Duluth  and 
Superior  on  the  other  to  secure  the  trade  of  the  West  and  Northwest. 

As  Chicago,  of  all  ports  in  the  West,  is  the  point  to  which  the  railroads 
can  most  successfully  meet  the  competition  of  the  lake  carriers,  the  business  of 
this  city  will  be  first  discussed.  In  the  contest  for  Chicago  business  the  lake 
carriers  are  at  a  decided  disadvantage  in  the  point  of  distance.  From  Buffalo 
to  Chicago  by  lake  is  889  miles,  while  it  is  but  523  miles  by  rail.  Thus  every 
mile  covered  by  lake  results  in  the  effective  western  movement  toward  Chi¬ 
cago  of  but  0.588  of  a  mile.  At  points  south  of  Lake  Erie  the  railroads 
would  be  still  more  advantageously  situated.  Nothing  more  will  be  said  at 
present,  as  this  matter  will  be  discussed  later  on. 

The  issue  of  the  struggle  for  the  coal  traffic  between  the  lake  carriers  and 
the  railroads  is  determined  very  largely  by  the  kind  of  coal  to  be  carried.  Al¬ 
most  all  of  the  soft  coal  destined  for  Chicago  is  carried  by  the  railroads  and 
the  bulk  of  the  hard  coal  by  vessels.  The  facts  explanatory  of  this  strange 
condition  of  things  are  not  far  to  seek.  The  solution  of  the  difficulty  is  found 
in  the  location  of  the  coal  fields  and  in  the  character  of  the  coal.  Hard  coal 
is  mined  in  a  very  limited  district  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  is  therefore 
favorably  situated  in  respect  to  the  lake  route.  It  can  be  carried  to  Buffalo 
and  Erie  and  yet  not  be  made  to  deviate  very  much,  so  far  as  the  short  rail 
haul  to  the  lake  is  concerned,  from  the  direct  line  to  Chicago.  But  this  is  not 
all:  After  the  coal  has  reached  Buffalo,  it  is  so  situated  that  the  greatest  pos¬ 
sible  effective  westward  movement  is  linked  with  its  westward  journey.  In 
other  words,  the  ineffectual  expenditure  of  energy  that  takes  place  in  round¬ 
ing  the  lower  peninsula  of  Michigan  is  reduced  to  a  minimum  by  the  almost 
direct  westward  movement  the  whole  length  of  Lake  Erie. 

The  bituminous  coal  mines  in  the  East  that  in  part  supply  Chicago  with 
coal  are  situated  well  south  of  Lake  Erie.  Hocking  Valley,  the  Pittsburg  dis¬ 
trict,  and  West  Virginia  are  the  chief  sources  in  the  East  from  which  Chicago 
obtains  soft  coal.  From  these  localities  the  rail-and-lake  route  cannot  com¬ 
pete  with  the  all-rail  lines  because  of  the  long  rail  haul  to  the  lakes  and  the 
circuitous  journey  around  the  lower  peninsula  of  Michigan.  From  Pittsburg 
to  Ashtabula  is  127  miles,  to  Erie  148  miles,  and  to  Cleveland  150  miles,  while 
the  total  distance  from  Pittsburg  to  Chicago  over  the  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  is 
about  468  miles.  From  Athens,  in  the  Hocking  Valley  district,  to  Toledo  over 
the  Columbus,  Hocking  Valley  &  Toledo  R.  R.  is  200  miles,  while  the  dis¬ 
tance  to  Chicago  is  but  390  miles.  After  the  coal  has  arrived  at  Toledo  it  is 
still  691  miles  from  Chicago,  if  it  go  by  lake.  At  all  points  south  of  Athens 
and  Pittsburg  the  rail-and-lake  lines  would  be  at  even  greater  disadvantage, 
for  the  combined  rail-and-lake  distance  to  Chicago  •  would  increase  more 
rapidly  than  the  all-rail  distance. 

If  coal  goes  by  the  lake  and  rail  routes  it  must  of  course  be  transshipped 
at  the  lake  ports.  In  transhipment  soft  coal  breaks  very  much  more  than 
hard.  In  the  case  of  hard  coal  the  breakage  varies  from  6  to  8  per  cent.  No 
figures  can  be  given  for  soft  coal,  as  the  variations  are  too  great;  the  breakage 
does,  however,  considerably  exceed  8  per  cent.  It  needs  scarcely  to  be  said 
that  the  value  of  the  coal  is  very  much  affected  by  the  breakage.  As  hard 
coal  is  damaged  less  than  soft  it  might  be  advantageous  to  ship  the  former  by 
lake  when  it  would  not  the  latter.  It  also  costs  more  to  unload  soft  coal  than 
hard  at  Chicago,  the  shoveling  rate  for  the  former  having  been  14  cents  for 
several  years  while  the  rate  for  the  latter  has  been  but  12  cents.  It  will  be 
seen  later  that  improved  devices  are  now  largely  substituted  for  manual  labor 
in  unloading  hard  coal.  It  has  now,  perhaps,  been  made  clear  why  the  bulk 
of  the  anthracite  coal  received  at  Chicago  comes  by  lake  and  almost  the  whole 
of  the  bituminous  coal  comes  by  rail. 

Passing  eighty-five  miles  north  from  Chicago  to  Milwaukee  the  position 
of  the  rail  and  lake  lines  is  wholly  changed.  All  eastern  coal,  both  hard  and 
soft,  received  at  Milwaukee  comes  by  the  lake  lines.  In  1896  Milwaukee  re¬ 
ceived  100,312  tons  of  coal  by  rail,  but  it  was  Illinois  coal.  From  the  fact  that 
Chicago  receives  a  large  portion  of  her  supply  of  coal  from  the  East  by  rail 
and  Milwaukee  receives  no  eastern  coal  by  rail,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the 
rail  haul  from  Chicago  to  Milwaukee  tips  the  balance  in  favor  of  the  lake 
lines.  There  is,  however,  another  factor  that  must  be  taken  account  of — the 
distance  by  lake  to  Milwaukee  from  Lake  Erie  ports  is  about  eighty-five  miles 
less  than  to  Chicago,  and  the  rate  is  usually  a  few  cents  less  per  ton. 
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A  (JUEAT  EXPOSITION. 

The  Trans-Mississippi  and  International  Exposition  is  now  beginning  to 
attract  the  attention  which  should  have  been  given  it  over  a  month  ago,  and 
all  those  who  have  visited  that  reproduction  of  the  famous  White  City  of 
1893,  for  that's  what  it  seems  to  be  to  the  casual  observer,  or  from  the  archi¬ 
tect’s  point  of  view,  claim  that  it  is  a  wonderful  exhibition  of  the  products  of 
the  great  Trans-Mississippi  territory  from  which  it  derives  its  name. 

The  vety  magnitude  of  the  exposition  makes  it  difficult  to  impress  its 
worth  upon  the  people  of  the  Lmited  States.  That  a  city  west  of  the  Missouri 
river  could  manage  to  create  such  an  exposition,  or  that  the  resources  of  the 
West  are  great  enough  to  make  such  an  exposition  possible,  seemed  far  from 
feasible  to  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  western  men  and  conditions. 
Before  the  real  merit  of  the  exposition  can  be  impressed  upon  the  minds  of 
all  the  people  it  will  be  necessary  to  convince  them  that  push  and  energy  are 
capable  of  surmounting  the  greatest  of  difficulties.  The  work  ahead  of  the 
managers  of  the  exposition  is  to  convince  the  people  of  the  East  that  the 
Trans-Mississippi  and  International  Exposition  is  the  greatest  ever  planned 
and  realized,  the  scope  considered.  In  artistic  beauty  it  rivals  the  World's 
Fair  and  in  display  is  second  only  to  that  marvelous  exhibition.  Although 
the  attendance  at  the  present  time  is  not  all  that  might  be  hoped  for,  that 
should  not  discourage  the  guiding  heads  of  this  great  enterprise.  In  August, 
September  and 
October,  when  the 
farmer  has  har¬ 
vested  his  golden 
grain  and  reaped 
a  rich  reward, 
when  the  eastern 
business  world  has 
been  made  to  real¬ 
ize  the  magnifi¬ 
cence  of  the  exhi¬ 
bition  of  the  pro- 
ductsof  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  coun¬ 
try,  then  and  not 
till  then  will  the 
exposition  officials 
st  e  the  money  flow¬ 
ing  into  their  cof¬ 
fers,  and  the  size 
of  the  stream  will, 
we  think,  be  large 
enough  to  amply 
reward  them  for 
their  nervy  and  en¬ 
ergetic  undertaking.  As  large  users  of  machinery,  naturally  one  of  the  most 
interesting  buildings  to  our  readers  would  be  that  edifice  set  aside  to  dis¬ 
play  machinery  in  every  form.  . 

The  Machinery  and  Electricity  building  is  304  feet  front  by  144  feet  m 
depth.  There  are  triple  entrances  on  the  main  floor  level  in  the  center  of 
the  main  front  and  similar  groups  in  the  centers  of  the  east  and  west  fronts, 
with  four  emergency  exits  in  the  north  wall.  In  front  of  the  building  flanking 
both  sides  of  the  main  entrance  is  an  open  portico  sixteen  feet  wide,  running 
the  entire  front  of  the  building.  Tbe  center  entrance  feature  projects  beyond 
the  portico,  thus  forming  the  grand  entrance  vestibule.  The  gallery  is  reaiffied 
by  spacious  staircases  located  in  the  front  corners  of  the  building, 
leaves  a  high  central  court  248  feet  long  by  80  feet  wide,  lighted 
skylights  and  clere-story  windows  above  the  roof. 

The  character  of  the  exhibits  sheltered  by  this  building  is  shown  by  the 
decoration.  The  ornamental  panels  receive  all  their  suggestions  from  ma¬ 
chinery.  The  cresting  at  the  top  is  composed  of  cog-wheels,  this  principle  be¬ 
ing  carried  out  in  all  the  decorations.  The  underlying  principle  and  function 
of  machinery  is  symbolized  by  the  groups  of  statuary  on  the  top  of  the  build¬ 
ing.  At  each  of  the  four  corners  are  groups  representing  the  early  supremacy 
of  man  over  the  untamed  forces  of  nature.  These  forces  are  represented  by 
wild  animals.  Men  in  their  youth  are  seen  subduing  them  for  the  simple  pur¬ 
pose  of  escaping  injury  and  preservation  of  their  own  lives  at  the  sacrifice  of 
the  natural  forces.  A  higher  supremacy  is  shown  by  the  center  group,  which 
is  the  dominating  feature  of  the  entire  design.  In  this  man,  developed  be¬ 
yond  the  youthful  stage,  having  wisdom,  takes  the  same  untamed,  unharnessed 
forces  of  nature  and  harnesses  them  to  his  chariot,  making  them  do  his  bid¬ 
ding,  symbolizing  in  a  direct  way  the  service  which  inachinery  does  for  man 
in  using  the  powers  of  steam,  fire,  electricity  and  gravity. 

Machinery  and  Electricity  Building  Exhibitors. 

Root’s  Spiral  Riveted  Pipe,  manufactured  by  the  Abendroth  &  Root 


Manufacturing  Company,  28  Cliff  St.,  New  York,  is  exhibited  both  in  the 
Mines  and  Mining  and  ttie  Machinery  and  Electricity  buildings.  This  firm  is 
giving  away  a  fine  souvenir  catalogue  to  all  who  are  interested  in  the  Expo¬ 
sition  and  Root’s  Spiral  Riveted  Pipe. 

Crane,  Churchill  &  Co.,  Omaha,  Neb.,  are  the  local  agents  for  a  large 
number  of  the  exhibitors  of  this  building,  and  they  report  that  the  outlook  for 
a  prosperous  year’s  business  has  never  been  more  promising  than  now. 

Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co.  have  one  of  the  largest  assortments  of  gasoline 
and  steam  engines  in  the  building.  Their  exhibit  takes  up  considerable  space 
and  shows  gasoline  engines,  hoists  and  air  compressors  and  steam  engines, 
hoist  pumps  and  boilers.  This  company  has  offices  in  all  the  large  cities  and 
they  are  doing  an  enormous  business  throughout  the  west. 

The  Cleveland  Twist  Drill  Co.,  Cleveland,  O.,  have  quite  an  extensive  ex¬ 
hibit  and  show  the  many  different  kinds  of  drills  manufactured  by  this  com¬ 
pany. 

James  A.  Goodner,  James  M.  Chritton  and  George  H.  Adams  have  a  very 
interesting  exhibit  in  the  shape  of  a  Rotary  Engine.  While  speaking  with  a 
representative  cf  the  company  we  learned  many  things  about  the  manufacture 
of  engines  which  will  probably  come  in  handy  some  day.  Growing  enthusiastic 
this  gentleman  said;  “After  years  of  study  and  labor,  and  thousands  of  dollars 
spent  in  experimenting,  we  now  have  a  Rotary  Engine,  using  steam  expan¬ 
sively,  that  we  do  not  hesitate  to  place  before  the  public.  "We  save  twenty- 

five  per  cent  of 
steam  over  the 
common  piston 
engine.  We  use 
steam  at  boiler 
pressure  direct 
against  the  piston 
during  one-sixth 
of  its  revolution. 
Expansively  four- 
sixths  of  its  revolu¬ 
tion.  One-sixth  is 
without  pressure 
while  piston  passes 
through  pocket.” 
Being  interrupted 
by  a  prospective 
buyer  the  writer 
failed  to  obtain 
any  more  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Good- 
ner-Chritton  Ro¬ 
tary  Engine. 

The  Buffalo 
Scale  Co.,  Buffalo, 
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N.  V.,  manufacturers  of  Buffalo  standard  scales,  have  a  very  attractive  exhibit 
in  this  building,  and  coal  men  visiting  the  exposition  will  undoubtedly  be  inter¬ 
ested  in  their  coal  scales,  which  have  had  quite  an  extended  sale  throughout 
the  country. 

All  visitors  who  call  at  this  exhibit  will  be  presented  with  a  very  neat 
card  on  which  is  written  their  exact  weight  and  a  very  neat  ad.  of  the  Buffalo 
standard  scales. 

The  Ashtabula  Tool  Co.,  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  have  a  very  fine  line  of  coal 
and  coke  forks  in  their  section.  The  coke  fork  varies  in  size  from  ten  to  six¬ 
teen  tine,  length  of  tines  17  inches,  width  from  143^  to  20 inches.  The  coal 
forks  are  practically  the  same  thing,  only  not  quite  so  large. 

The  Nutting  Truck  Co.,  Faribault,  Minn.,  manufacturers  of  the  celebrated 
nutting  trucks  for  all  purposes,  will  be  bappy  to  have  all  their  friends  call  on 
them  at  any  time. 

The  “Otto”  Gas  Engine  Works,  Philadelphia,  have  secured  a  splendid  lo¬ 
cation  for  their  exhibit,  it  being  located  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  ma¬ 
chinery  and  electricity  building.  Five  fine  engines  are  running  every  hour  of 
the  day,  and  as  they  are  practically  noiseless,  the  average  visitor  will  miss  this 
exhibit  if  he  is  waiting  to  hear  the  burr,  burr,  burr  which  is  generally  found 
around  all  engines. 

The  exhibit  of  the  Standard  Tool  Co.,  is  one  of  the  most  varied  in  this 
building  from  a  mechanics  point  of  view.  They  show  twist  drills,  reamers, 
chucks,  taps,  spring  cotters,  riveted  and  flat  spring  keys  and  a  lot  of  other  ar¬ 
ticles  of  interest  to  the  ordinary  machinery  man. 

The  Springfield  Gasoline  Engine  Co.,  Springfield,  Ohio,  are  exhibiting 
several  of  their  gasoline  engines,  and  the  writer  noticed  that  a  crowd  could  al¬ 
ways  be  found  around  their  genial  representative,  as  he  explains  the  work¬ 
ings  of  the  engines  he  is  showing  to  Fair  visitors. 
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The  Ohio  Coal  Co.,  Saginaw,  Mich.,  which  has  men  at  work  drilling  around 
Unionville,  has  leased  1000  acres  of  land  in  that  vicinity. 

The  Des  Moines  Coal  and  Mining  Co.,  Des  Moines,  la.,  is  sinking  a  new 
225  foot  shaft  west  of  the  present  hoisting  shaft.  It  will  be  completed  in  two 
months. 

The  Pere  Marquette  Coal  Company,  Saginaw,  Mich.,  is  working  night 
and  day  on  the  shaft  which  is  being  sunk  on  the  Colclough  farm  near  Genesee 
avenue. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  coal  for  the  Capitol  building  at  Jefferson  City, 
Mo.,  for  the  year  was  awarded  to  the  Fulton  Coal  Company.  Phis  company 
was  the  lowest  bidder  out  of  four,  and  delivers  the  coal  at  $2.19  per  ton. 

Lee  Randall  and  Dick  Barber  have  found  a  vein  of  hard  coal  at  Hardin, 
at  the  base  of  Mount  Baker,  Wash.,  which  gives  most  promising  indications  of 
being  a  valuable  find.  The  vein  is  six  feet  through  and  grows  wider  as  it  is 
being  developed. 


The  Des  Moines  coal  dealers  are  doing  very  little  at  present.  At  this  sea¬ 
son  buying  is  confined  principally  to  local  fields.  The  coal  subject,  while 
mercury  is  flirting  with  the  top  bulb  of  the  thermometer,  is  not  an  interesting 
one  and  coal  dealers  are  reluctant  to  give  audience  to  queries.  About  August 
the  season  will  open  again,  though  a  small  trade  maybe  done  through  the 
harvest  season,  supplying  steam  threshers.  August  will  bring  demands  from 
school  districts,  for  a  large  number  of  which  Des  Moines  is  a  center  of  sup¬ 
plies.  The  coal  market  is  weak  with  no  indications  of  its  growing  stronger. 
Prices  range  from  $2.50  per  ton  to  higher  prices  in  car  lots,  according  to 
quality. 

One  of  the  biggest  electric  power  plants  in  the  country,  and  which  em¬ 
braces  possibilities  that  may  eventually  make  it  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the 
world,  is  soon  to  be  built  in  the  town  of  Lafayette,  Colo.,  for  the  purpose  of 
furnishing  light  and  power  to  all  the  adjoining  mining  camps.  The  promoters 
of  the  enterprise  have  already  filed  articles  of  incorporation  with  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  state  under  the  name  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Power  Co.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  company  is  S5po,ooo,  nearly  all  of  which,  it  is  understood,  has 
already  been  subscribed.  ‘From  the  fact  that  the  articles  were  prepared  in 
the  office  of  Charles  T.  Brown,  attorney  for  the  Northern  Coal  Co.,  it  is 
rumored  that  the  Northern  company  is  back  of  the  new  power  deal. 
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PENNSYLVANIA’S  OUTPUT  OF  COAL  IN  1897. 


^  - 

A  very  valuable  document  has  been  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  Phila¬ 
delphia.  showing  the  production  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  in  Pennsyl- 
♦  vania  last  year.  It  appears  that  there  was  a  decrease  of  over  i,ooo,ooo  tons  of 
!  anthracite  in  1897  as  compared  with  1896,  while  the  production  of  bituminous 
j  within  the  same  period  increased  nearly  four  and  one-half  million  tons.  The 
V  number  of  persons  employed  in  mining  anthracite  was  larger  than  that  of 


those  employed  in  mining  the  bituminous — that  is,  the  amount  of  coal  mined 
for  each  person  working  was  far  less  in  the  case  of  anthracite  than  of  bitumi¬ 
nous.  Again  the  number  of  accidents,  fatal  or  otherwise,  was  very  much 
larger  in  mining  anthracite  than  bituminous.  There  are  various  reasons  why 
anthracite  mining  is  more  hazardous — the  mines  are  deeper  and  blasting  with 
high  explosives  is  more  necessary,  more  machinery  is  employed  in  preparing 
the  coal  for  market,  this,  of  course,  increasing  the  liability  of  accident;  on  the 
other  hand,  however,  anthracite  mines  are  free  from  the  formation  of  fire-damp 
or  explosive  gases,  except  under  very  unusual  conditions. 


S.  C.  SCHE]3:^TCI^ 


AGENT 


Delaware,  Lackawanna  tc  Western  Railroad  Company’s 

SCRANTON  COAL 


N  \  ^  \  ^  VWWWWWN  wwwwvwww 


C.  L.  DERINC,  M  anager. 


Chioaoo' 


The  St.  Louis  and 
Big  Muddy  Coai  Go. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE: 

CARBONDALE,  ILL 

CAPACITY 

2,500  nr 

TONS  Ln_ 

DAILY. 


MINES  NEAR 


CARTERVILLE, 
Williamson  County, 

ILL. 


SOLE 

PROPRIETORS 


E 


COAL. 


TRADE  MARK. 

A  600  ton  daily  capacity  Luhrig  Coal  Washing  Plant  operated  in  connection  with  mine. 


WILLIAMS  A  PETERS 


Ceneral  Sales  Agents  for  the 


Erie  R.  R.  Corrpeny's 


COAL 


SOLE  .A-GrEiTTS  EOE  TITE  EXjO S  S E TT EG-  OO-^LXj 

BBANCH  OFFICES:  MAIN  OFFICE:  j  SHIPPINO  WHABVES; 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  New  Haven,  Oonn.  Washingrton  Building,  No.  1  Broadway,  I  Weehawken,  N.  J.  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Boston.  Mass.  New  York.  I  Plennont,  N.  Y. 

M.  E.  ROBINSON  Western  Sales  Agent,  BUFFALO.  N.  Y. 
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EASTERN  COAL  AM)  (  OKE  NOTES. 


The  Philadelphia  and  Reading  C.  &  I.  Co.  is  sinking  a  new  slope  at  the 
Locust  Gap  colliery,  Mt.  Carmel,  Pa. 

The  West  Chester,  Pa.,  Board  of  Education  asks  proposals  for  coal  for  the 
public  schools,  the  bids  to  be  in  by  noon  July  i6,  1898. 

The  mines  of  the  Cumberland  &  Elk  Lick  Coal  Company,  Meyersdale, 
i'a.,  are  being  equipped  with  the  electric  haulage  system. 

The  miners  along  the  Bessemer  R.  R.  at  Mercer,  Pa.,  are  assuming  the 
aggressive  and  have  already  established  camps  to  intimidate  those  willing  to 
work. 

Ohio  coal  roads  have  demanded  a  combination  of  Western  lines  to  main¬ 
tain  rates.  Now  it  is  proposed  to  form  a  West  Virginia  combination,  and  in 
this  the  Big  Four  Company  is  especially  active. 

The  Mahanoy  City,  (Pa.)  Record  is  authority  for  the  statement  that  the 
West  Bear  Ridge  colliery,  leased  by  the  P.  &  R.  C.  &  1.  Co.,  is  almost  worked 
out  and  may  be  abandoned  by  them  at  the  expiration  of  its  present  lease. 

The  Miners’  Union  officials  and  those  of  the  Knights  of  Labor  in  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district  are  indulging  in  a  serious  tiff  over  their  convention  last  week, 
which  gives  promise  of  disrupting  the  situation  and  may  lead  to  serious 
trouble. 

There  is  fully  5,000,000  bushels  of  coal  loaded  in  barges  awaiting  a  rise  of 
the  river  at  Pittsburg.  The  rise  which  usually  comes  at  the  latter  end  of 
June  failed  to  materialize,  hence  the  large  amount  of  coal  awaiting  shipment 
to  the  south. 

What  is  claimed  to  be  the  first  strike  inaugurated  by  the  new  Knights  of 
Labor  miners’  organization  at  Pittsburg,  has  broken  out  at  the  Leasdale  mine 
of  Jesse  Sanford.  The  men  demand  a  half  holiday  each  week,  it  is  stated,  and 
an  increase  in  the  price  paid  for  taking  out  slate. 

The  mining  situation  in  the  Pittsburg  district  is  becoming  rather  a  com¬ 
plicated  one.  There  are  now  three  active  organizations  at  work  in  the  district 
each  clamoring  for  the  majority  of  the  miners,  viz.;  The  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers,  the  Knights  of  Labor  and  the  Socialist  Trade  and  Labor  Alliance. 

Quite  a  majority  of  the  river  coal  operators  at  Pittsburg  are  wondering 
why  the  government  does  not  buy  coal  for  its  war  vessels  at  New  Orleans, 
where  there  is  a  large  stock  and  at  a  low  price.  If  it  is  only  a  matter  of  get¬ 
ting  the  best  coal  at  the  lowest  price  the  Crescent  City  could  meet  all  such  re¬ 
quirements. 

Work  on  the  extensive  improvements  at  No.  6  colliery,  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Co.,  near  Pittston,  Pa.,  is  being  pushed.  The  sinkers  in  the  shaft  have  reached 
the  Ross  vein  and  will  continue  until  the  Red  Ash  vein  is  reached.  Every 
foot  of  railroad  track  in  the  mine  is  being  changed  from  twenty-two  inch 
gauge  to  twenty-eight  inch. 

Coal  tonnage  is  in  good  demand  along  the  lakes,  and  owners  are  confident 
of  getting  an  advance  at  Buffalo.  Owing  to  the  light  movement  of  grain  very 
few  boats  are  going  to  Buffalo  outside  the  regular  liners  and  offerings  of  ton¬ 
nage  are  light.  Ore  carriers  are  getting  all  the  coal  they  want  at  Ohio  ports, 
and  of  course  they  will  not  go  to  Buffalo  unless  better  rates  are  paid. 

The  miners  employed  in  the  Third  pools  by  the  firm  of  James  Jones  & 
Sons,  Pittsburg,  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  taken  last  week  decided  to  re¬ 
turn  to  work  at  the  price  per  ton  agreed  to  be  paid  them  by  the  firm,  which  is 
the  price  established  by  the  board  of  arbitration  with  the  sum  of  7  cents  added 
by  the  operators  to  equalize  extra  work  in  rooms  and  entries. 

The  shipments  of  coal  from  Philadelphia  to  Cape  Town,  South  Africa, 
which  are  to  begin  shortly,  will  be  a  consequence  of  the  strike  in  Cardiff  and 
the  impossibility  of  English  shippers  getting  the  desired  supply  elsewhere. 
Even  industrial  wars  sometimes  develop  new  coaling  stations;  and  the  de¬ 
velopment  in  this  instance  may  largely  swell  the  commerce  of  this  port,  for 
the  present  year  at  least. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  reports  thetjuantity  of  coal  and  coke  originat¬ 
ing  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  June  25,  1898, 
and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  as 
follows: 

1898.  1898.  1897. 

Week  ending  Year  to  Year  to 


June  25.  June  25.  June  26. 

Anthracite,  tons .  60,217  1,565,181  1,565,586 

Bituminous,  tons . 232,557  6,772,273  5,544,913 

Coke,  tons . 105,756  2,959,367  2,131,115 


Total . 398,530  11,296,821  9,241,614 


SAVE  75  per  cent. 

^it^telegraph  bill 

BY  USING  D.  P.  HYATT’S  CODE. 

Tlie  only  General  Code  ever  published  covering  Coal  atd  Coke 

from  all  districts. 

Printed  on  bond  paper  and  substantially  bound  in  leather. 

PRICE,  $1.25. 

The  price  will  be  covered  in  a  very  few  telegrams. 

O-  F*.  HYATTOr, 

DETROIT, . IVIICHICAN. 

J.  B.  CABLE,  Pres.  GEO.  BI.  SPACE,  Vice-Pres 

E.  L.  CHAPBIAN,  Sec.  H.  W.  C.  BOWDOIN,  Treas. 

OHIO  GOAL  CO. 

General  Offices:  Pioneer  Press  Building,  ST.PAUL,  MINN. 

...Agencies  at... 

Asliland,  West  Siiperijr,  Green  Bay,  Milwaukee,  W  is.; 

St.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  Duluth,  Blinn.;  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 
...Distributing'  Docks... 

Duluth,  Asliland,  West  Superior,  Blilwaukee. 

DEALERS  IN 

ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  GOALS 


ALSO 


BEST  GRADES  OF  COKE 


EARLINCTON,  KY. 

BEST  KENTUCKY  COAl-lUMP  AND  CRUSHED  COKE. 


J.  W.  BRIDGMAN,  General  Agent. 


SieiWESTERN  UNION  BLOC.,  CHICAGO 


D.  W.  VAN  EMAN,  V.  L.  CBABBE,  JAMES  EVANS, 

President,  Secretary.  Treasurer. 

The  Irwin  Basin  Gas  Coal  Co. 

(LIMITED), 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF 

SUPERIOR  YOUGHIOGHENY  CGAL 

BY  RAIL  AND  RIVER. 


Gallatin  Mines  located  in  the  well  known  Irwin  Basin 
at  Gallatin,  Pa.,  on  the  Pittsbure^h  &  Lake  Erie 
Railroad.  Rail  shipments  via  Erie  Rail¬ 
road  and  L.  S.  &  M.  S.  Ry.  and 
connections. 


General  Offices,  Park  Building.  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


THE  CELEBRATED 


SMITHING  COAL 


SOLE  AGENTS  FOR 

E,LK  GftRDEN 


GAVIS  CGAL  ANG  GGKE  GGMPANY. 

BIC  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  Or  TKE 


High  in  Carbon. 

Low  in  Sulphur  and  Ash. 


Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


\7 


For  Ore  Smelters,  Foundries 
and  Family  Use. 


Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

.mt 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont,  W,  Va. 

SMITHING  COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


All  the  mines  at  Middlesboro  are  running  to  full  capacity  and  the  orders 
now  on  hand  will  keep  up  this  condition  for  at  least  two  months. 

The  Coal  Creek  and  Oliver  Springs  districts  have  also  increased  and  ad¬ 
ditional  trains  are  needed  to  carry  the  coal  out  of  these  sections. 

The  Middlesboro  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  at  Middlesboro,  Ky.,  uses  the  Camp¬ 
bell  washer,  the  same  used  by  the  St.  Bernard  Coal  Co.  at  Earlington. 

Major  John  I.  Callaway,  Jeffersonville,  Ky.,  has  been  appointed  receiver 
for  the  Kentucky  and  Alabama  Iron  &  Coal  Co.,  on  the  application  of  W.  P. 
Ijams. 

Coal  mining  around  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  has  been  excellent,  and  without 
any  perceptible  cause  except  the  increase  in  time  of  all  manufacturing  es¬ 
tablishments  where  government  goods  are  being  made. 

The  coal  business  has  been  exceptionally  good  on  the  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
division  of  the  Southern  Railroad  during  June,  the  increase  being  over  i,ooo 
cars  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  month  in  i8g8. 

So  far  as  known  no  cargo  of  coal  has  ever  gone  from  a  foreign  country  to 
London,  Eng.,  but  a  Philadelphia  firm  is  now  shipping  coal  from  Norfolk,  Va. 
This  is  due  to  the  continued  strike  of  the  Welch  miners. 

Mr.  S.  Love,  the  head  manager  of  Kelly’s  coal  mines  at  Portland,  near 
Martin’s  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  has  taken  charge.  The  electric  mining  machinery  is 
all  in  good  shape,  but  for  the  next  week  the  machines  will  be  used  in  cutting 
entries  in  order  to  get  a  good  start. 

Rail  shipments  of  coal  from  the  George’s  Creek-Cumberlsnd  region  for 
'  the  week  ended  June  25  were  61,142.01  tons;  canal  shipments,  5,798.06  tons; 
total  increase  for  the  year,  193,073.14  tons.  During  the  week  21,639.06  tons  of 
coal  and  5,634.03  tons  of  coke  were  shipped  from  the  Elk  Garden  and  L^pper 
Potomac  regions. 

The  School  Board  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  received  the  following  bids,  which 
were  referred;  George  W.  Bush  &  Co.,  Bush  &  Sons  Company,  550  tons 
broken,$3.95  per  ton;  250  tons  egg,  S4.10;  50  tons  of  stove,  $4.20;  405  tons  pea, 
$3.20;  15  tons  bituminous,  $3.20.  George  H.  McCall  Company,  550  tons  bro¬ 
ken,  $4.15;  250  tons  egg,  $4.55;  50  tons  stove,  $4.65;  405  tons  of  pea,  $330;  15. 
tons  of  bituminous,  $2.35. 

Ground  has  been  broken  by  the  United  Miners’  Inter-State  Coal  and  Coke 
Co.  on  the  coal  land  leased  from  Anderson  and  Lundy  and  lying  in  Pike 
county,  Ky.,  across  the  river  from  Thacker.  The  lease  consists  of  several 
hundred  acres  of  what  is  thought  to  be  as  good  coal  land  as  any  in  this  sec¬ 
tion,  and  the  promoters  of  the  company  are  confident  of  handsome  returns  to 
the  stockholders,  who  are  composed  mainly  of  miners  and  other  laboring  men, 
and  the  plan  of  the  company  is  such  as  will  insure  every  investor  an  equal 
share  in  the  dividends. 


The  committee  of  the  Schuylkill  Coal  Exchange  today  fixed  the  rate  of 
wages  to  be  paid  the  miners  in  that  region  for  the  last  half  of  June  and  the  first 
half  of  July.  The  rate  is  ^2.36,  which  is  5  per  cent,  below  the  $2. 50  basis.  This 
is  the  lowest  rate  of  wages  fixed  for  some  years  past. 

The  officials  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  at  Pittsburg  conterpplate  issu¬ 
ing  a  call  for  a  strike  of  all  the  river  men  to  enforce  the  Chicago  agreement  in 
the  third  pool.  From  present  indications  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  there  will  be 
a  general  strike  along  the  river,  as  the  men  are  determined  to  enforce  what 
they  consider  to  be  their  rights. 


WANTED  —EXPERIENCED  SALESMANjfamiliar 
with  dealer  trade  in  Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin, 
on  salary  or  commission.  Address 

_ P,  care  of  Black  Diamond. 

NEILSON 

RED^ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL, 

DICKSON  Sc  EDDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Office,  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Ast. 


C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

AVOCA  (Pittston  District) 

FRANKLIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 


LOUISE  ”  (Plymouth  District) 


Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


XhexuruEY  &  JONES  CO., 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL 

OF  THE 


CONGO  COAL 

Anthracite  and  Smithing;  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  No.  355  Dearborn  St. 

COLUMBUS.  O.  CHICACO,  ILL. 


FRICK 

COKE. 


H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO. 


Headquarters  for 


Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna. 

GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells¬ 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing  and 
domestic  purposes.  I  3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

Direct  Connections  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

Quotations,  Freight  Rates,  Pamphlets  giving  full  information  promptly  furnished  upon  application, 
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Harrison  Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 

Best  Combination  for  Mining:  Operations. 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years’ 
Service. 

1600 

Iflachines 
in  nse. 

ISIS 
sq  .  ft.  in 
9  honrs. 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 

RECORD: 

XU  years’ 

continU' 

ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
double 
shift. 


GEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY,  -  -  -  Chicago,  Illinois. 

LIHK  BELT  MACHINERY  CO. 

Engineers,  Founders,  Machinists, 

CHICAGO,  U.  S.  A. 

Designers  and  Builders  of  Complete 

TIPPLE  HOUSE  EQUIPMENT 

Consisting  of 

Elevators,  Conveyors,  Breaker  Rolls,  Shaking 
Screens,  Revolving  Screens,  Self- 
Dumping  Cages>  Etc. 

ELECTRIC  COAL-MININC  MACHINERY. 
COAL  HUTTING  MACHINERY. 


THE  JEFFREY  CHAIN 


All  Claims  Based  on  Actual  Results. 


■ 

Electric  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 


Machinery  fully  covered  by  Guarantees. 

The  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter  will  produce  from 
100  percent  to  150  per  cent  more  coal  than  the 
^  puncher  machines  under  the  same  conditions. 

'  COMPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


Klectric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  Drills. 

Electric  Shearing  Machines. 
Air  Shearing  Machines. 


Electric  Long  wall  Machines. 
Air  Lougwall  Machines. 
Electric  Locomotives. 

Electric  Pumps. 


Manufacturers  Dynamos  and  Motors.  Compressed  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 

THE  JEFFREY  MFG.  CO.,  -  Columbus,  Ohio. 


The  Black  Diamond. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 

PUBLISHED  WBBSLT 

IN  THE  INTEREST  OP  THE  COAL  INDHSTBY 

BT  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  COMPAHt 

Cencobpokatbd.) 

OFFICIAL  PAPER  OF  THE  COAL  DEALERS'  ASSOCIATION  OF 
ILLINOIS  AND  WISCONSIN-Secretary,  T.  A.  Bedwell,  Rockford, 
III.;  THE  MICHIGAN  RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCI ATION-Secretary, 
James  T.  Eaman,  Detroit,  Mich.;  THE  WHOLESALE  AND 
RETAIL  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF  OHIO-Secretary, 
W.J. Ferguson, Dayton,  Ohio;  and  THE  INDIANA  RETAIL  COAL 
ASSOCIATION— Secretary,  A.  C.  Hill,  Kendallville,  Ind. 

JOHN  B.  LUCAS,  -  -  _  Editor 

Mrs.  H.  a.  BISCHOPF,  Business  Man4ger 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE, 

Yearly  (in  advance), . $3.00 

Single  Copies, . .10 

ADVERTISING  RATES— FURNISHED  ON  APPLICATION. 

Address  all  communications  to 

The  Black  Diamond 

Temple  Court  Building . Chicago,  III. 

New  York,  29  Liberty  St.,  -  .  -  -  -  S.  O.  Graeb,  Mgr. 

entered  at  the  CHICAGO  POST  OFFICE  AS  SECOND-CLASS  MATTER. 


VoL.  21. 

July  16,  1898. 

No.  3. 

.Ifmi  rnirm  SimMSMSMSMSfWSfSSiMSfWMWMMSSil 

We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  mine  owners,  workers, 

I  shippers  and  agents,  if  they  will  kindly,  from  time  to  time, 

I  furnish  such  intelligence  as  may  be  of  public  interest  to  the 
coal  trade,  when  it  comes  under  their  notice. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 


The  only  favorable  feature  in  the  situation,  and  the  one  which 
will  most  affect  the  coal  trade,  is  the  splendid  prospect  for  large 
crops.  A  large  proportion  of  the  small  grain  has  been  or  is  being 
harvested,  and  the  outlook  for  a  good  average  yield  is  excellent. 
Corn  is  nearly  everywhere  reported  to  be  in  fine  growing  condi¬ 
tion  and  a  heavy  crop  anticipated  throughout  the  “corn  belt.” 
Under  these  flattering  conditions  coal  dealers  in  the  West  feel 
assured  of  a  good  fall  business,  as  with  fair  prices  for  grain  and 
other  products  the  farmer  will  not  feel  constrained  to  burn  other 
fuel  than  coal,  with  which  to  warm  his  house  during  the  coming 
winter. 

Anthracite  coal  is  moving  quite  freely  in  small  amounts  at  all 
western  points  affected  by  the  reduction  in  prices,  which  went 
into  effect  last  week:  $4  for  broken  and  S4.25  for  the  smaller 
sizes.  Dealers  generally  throughout  the  country  are  disposed 
to  buy  what  they  can  pay  for  at  once,  as  these  prices  are  made 
for  prompt  delivery  only  on  a  cash  basis  of  settlement.  Some 
shippers  are  not  inclined  to  sell  on  any  other  terms  than  cash  on 
receipt  of  coal  by  the  purchaser,  while  others  are  giving  thirty 
days,  but  that  is  the  limit.  Another  feature  is,  the  shippers  will 
not  sell  all  the  coal  a  purchaser  may  want  to  buy,  and  large 
orders  by  wire  and  mail  are  scaled  down  25  per  cent  to  50  per 
cent,  and  in  some  instances  75  per  cent,  while  the  percentage  of 
chestnut  coal  is  limited  to  60  per  cent  of  the  total  tonnage  of 
the  orders.  With  possibly  one  or  two  exceptions  all  the  com¬ 
panies’  agents  are  meeting  the  reduced  figures  at  all  the  western 
distributing  points  for  coal  loaded  on  dock.  At  this  writing  it  is 
not  known  how  long  these  prices  will  remain  in  effect,  but  it  is 
expected  that  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  executive  officers  of  the 
controlling,  producing  and  carrying  interests  some  definite  under¬ 
standing  will  be  arrived  at  which  will  again  result  in  harmonious 


action  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned.  It  should,  however,  be 
borne  in  mind  that  lower  prices  will  not  materially  increase  the 
consumption  and  sale  of  anthracite  coal  in  either  the  eastern  or 
western  markets. 

Bituminous  coal  of  all  grades  and  for  every  purpose,  except 
one,  is  exceedingly  quiet  and  prices  rule  low  for  all  kinds.  The 
primary  cause  for  this  lies  in  the  fact  that  many  large  factories 
are  closed  down  for  the  usual  annual  repairs,  etc.,  and  others  are 
running  with  diminished  forces,  so  that  there  is  only  a  limited  de¬ 
mand  for  fuel  all  over  the  country.  The  exception  referred  to  is 
threshing  coal,  the  demand  for  which  is  now  active  and  the  ag¬ 
gregate  amount  already  booked  amounts  to  a  large  tonnage.  In 
many  of  the  coal  fields  contiguous  to  those  in  Illinois  and  in  that 
state  the  miners  are  working  about  one-third  to  one-half  time, 
but  in  some  of  them,  mining  operations  are  practically  at  a  stand¬ 
still  on  account  of  the  greatly  reduced  demand  for  fuel.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  greatly  decreased  output  of  coal  there  is  still 
more  than  the  market  can  absorb,  and  consequently  prices  are  as 
low  and  as  badly  demoralized  as  they  have  been  of  late,  and  in 
some  instances  even  lower  figures  have  been  made  than  those 
which  were  prevalent  last  year.  Some  slight  improvement  is  to 
be  noted  in  commercial  coal,  but  it  is  too  small  to  affect  the  sit¬ 
uation  at  large.  On  all  business  offering  whether  for  500  tons  or 
5,000  tons  the  competition  is  just  as  sharp  and  keen  as  ever,  leav¬ 
ing  an  observer  to  conjecture  as  to  the  possible  profit  and  how 
it  is  figured  out.  The  low  price  at  which  anthracite  is  now 
quoted  may  possibly  affect  the  sales  of  West  Virginia  coal  if  it 
continues  for  any  length  of  time. 

Coke  is  in  moderately  fair  demand,  but  there  continues  the 
same  discouraging  feature  of  irregularity  in  prices  on  nearly  all 
grades. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  a  very  dull  market. 
There  is  practically  no  business,  but  prices  are  no  weaker  than 
they  have  been  of  late.  Considerable  uneasiness  is  manifested  at 
the  low  prices  made  at  western  points  on  the  lakes  and  some 
anxiety  is  shown  as  to  the  probable  outcome  and  the  effect  they 
may  produce  on  the  eastern  markets.  It  would  not  be  surprising 
if  some  of  the  companies  which  have  honestly  endeavored  to 
maintain  prices  should  adopt  a  retaliatory  policy  and  make  fur¬ 
ther  reductions,  not  only  in  the  east  but  in  the  west  also.  The 
situation  is  grave  as  the  break  occurred  when  it  was  least  ex¬ 
pected,  and  when  it  was  believed  that  the  closest  harmony  pre¬ 
vailed  among  the  producing  interests.  The  company  which  is 
responsible  for  the  cut  in  prices  in  the  west  also  reduced  the 
selling  figures  at  Utica.  Business  in  the  far  east  is  very  quiet, 
but  dealers  in  that  territory  are  more  conservative  in  their 
purchases  than  ever,  as  they  feel  that  lower  prices  will  be  made 
to  them  very  shortly.  In  NewYork  quotations  are  maintained  at 
the  schedule.  Eastern  seaboard  soft  coal  business  remains  very 
quiet,  and  orders  on  contracts  are  slow,  just  about  sufficient  to 
keep  some  coal  moving.  Large  consumers  and  dealers  are  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  good  stocks  on  hand.  Some  orders  are  coming  in 
from  the  far  east,  but  they  are  not  for  large  amounts.  Limited 
quantities  are  going  to  Sound  ports,  as  consumers  claim  there  is 
little  inducement  offered  to  stock  up.  New  York  harbor  trade 
is  also  light. 

Our  Philadelphia  correspondent  reports  a  very  unsettled  con- 
diton  of  business  in  anthracite  coal,  due  to  the  recent  radical  cut 
in  prices  made  by  one  of  the  largest  carrying  interests.  It  is 
hinted  that  retaliatory  measures  may  be  adopted  by  some  of  the 
other  companies,  but  it  is  not  generally  credited,  as  any  further  re¬ 
ductions  would  only  add  to  the  demoralization.  The  increased  out¬ 
put  from  mines  for  this  month  is  regarded  as  excessive,  as  under 
the  present  conditions  the  market  will  not  be  able  to  absorb  it  all. 
Coal  is  in  very  light  demand  by  all  classes  of  customers.  Soft 
coal  is  also  very  quiet  as  regards  new  business,  but  on  regular 
contracts  a  fair  amount  of  coal  is  moving.  Leading  shippers 
have  formed  an  organization  which  will  benefit  the  seaboard  trade 
in  1899,  and  better  prices  will  be  obtained  for  coal. 

Buffalo  advices  are  that  the  coal  situation  is  unchanged  and 
business  dull.  The  demoralization  in  the  Chicago  market  on 
Market  Review  continued  on  page  7/. 
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PRICES  F.  O.  B.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 

July  13,  1898. 

Broken  Egg.  Stove.  Nut 

Companies  Free  Burning 

White  Ash .  5:3.65  S3-90  S4-I5  §3-90 

STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . 52.35-52.80 

Buckwheat .  1-75-  2.25 

Rice . 140-  1.65 

AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 

White  ash . $5  °° 

Pink  ash .  S-S® 

Red  ash .  575 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  continues  dull  and  considerable  uneasiness  has 
developed  in  the  past  week  at  the  low  prices  that  have  been  made  at  some  of 
the  distant  distributing  points.  The  situation  at  this  center,  however,  is  little 
changed  from  what  it  has  been  for  some  weeks  past,  there  being  practically  no 
business, and  prices  are  maintained  on  about  the  same  basis  that  has  been  pre¬ 
vailing.  Nevertheless  coal  men  generally  do  not  deny  that  the  situation  is  far 
from  gratifying,  and  while  they  themselves  are  at  sea  as  regards  the  outcome 
of  this  status  and  the  probable  effect  upon  this  market;  the  situation  would  in¬ 
dicate  the  usual  calm  preceding  the  storm,  and  it  would  not  be  surprising  to  hear 
of  those  companies  who  through  honest  efforts  have  upheld  the  market  would 
adopt  a  retaliative  policy  before  many  days  to  protect  their  trade  and  possibly 
reclaim  some  that  have  already  been  lost  by  the  lower  figures  named.  The  situ¬ 
ation  is  a  very  grave  one  considering  that  it  has  come  at  a  time  when  it  was 
thought  that  the  companies  were  working  in  the  closest  harmony  and  were 
about  anticipating  an  increased  business  at  better  figures.  The  trouble,  it 
appears,  is  ascribed  to  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  railroad,  who 
for  some  reason  or  other  reduced  their  prices  at  various  points  along  the  lake, 
and  at  Utica,  where  they  not  only  made  a  reduction  of  25  cents  a  ton,  but 
checks  were  sent  rebating  25  cents  per  ton  on  all  business  done  by  the  road 
during  the  month  of  May.  On  contracts,  we  understand,  where  they  took  the 
initiative,  their  figures  were  in  some  instances  from  30  to  50  cents  below  that 
of  their  competitors.  On  all  rail  business  in  the  territory  of  the  Delaware 
and  Hudson,  a  fight  is  on  and  pricesare  being  cut.  Trade  in  the  far  East  is  very 
quiet,  dealers  in  that  territory  are  more  conservative  than  ever,  they  feel 
tnat  it  is  just  a  question  of  time  before  that  market  will  be  invaded  with 
lower  jigures,  when  they  will  be  able  to  make  their  purchases  below  the  pres¬ 
ent  figures.  Quotations  at  New  York  are  practically  up  to  schedule,  except  on 
business  which  individual  operators  are  competing  for  when  lower  figures  are 
made. 

The  Eastern  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  continues  quiet.  Orders  on  season 
contracts  that  are  coming  into  the  hands  of  shippers  are  enough  to  keep  some 
coal  moving,  but  in  a  negative  sort  of  a  manner.  The  low  ocean  freights,  per¬ 
mit  contractors  to  clean  up  as  far  as  possible  their  delivered  contracts,  and 
consumers  who  have  this  kind  of  a  contract  are  being  pushed  to  take  in  coal 
while  the  freights  are  at  the  present  figures,  and  it  is  believed  that  most  of 
them  have  on  hand  quite  large  stocks  of  coal  comparative  to  their  regular 
consumption.  Prices  continue  at  about  what  they  have  prevailed  at  during 
the  past  month,  they  apparently  having  reached  about  the  lowest  limit.  We 
hear  nothing  further  as  regards  contracts  being  negotiated  for  1899,  though 
there  was  some  talk  a  week  or  two  ago  regarding  some  which  were  in  the  mar¬ 
ket.  The  principal  amount  of  orders  coming  forward  for  coal  is  from  the  far  East, 
though  the  volume  is  not  as  large  as  one  could  wish,  nor  do  they  come  in  as 
briskly  as  desired.  The  Sound  ports  are  taking  coal  in  very  limited  quanti¬ 
ties,  even  the  50  cent  ocean  freight  from  Philadelphia  and  comparative  freight 
from  the  lower  ports  does  not  seem  to  be  much  of  an  inducement  to  consum¬ 
ers  in  this  territory.  The  only  coal  going  into  this  territory  from  New  York 
Harbor  shipping  ports  are  odd  lots  that  are  shipped  to  fill  in.  New  York 
Harbor  trade  is  taking  a  minimum  amount  of  coal  which  does  not  make  much 

showing.  •  r  j  u- 

All  rail  business  is  without  interest;  the  tonnage  going  forward  on  this 
trade  is  smaller  than  it  has  been  and  prices  are  low.  Trade  local  to  the  ship¬ 
ping  ports  is  slow.  What  is  being  done  is  going  through  the  usual  channels 
without  much  change.  Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  a  little  slow, 
though  the  conditions  do  not  call  for  fast  haulage,  and  therefore  it  is  not 
noticed.  Car  supply  is  up  to  all  demands. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  in  a  little  better  supply  than 
they  were,  the  vessels  that  were  on  their  way  back  to  shipping  ports  in  some 
numbers  having  arrived.  This  has  not  affected  the  market  at  all,  rates  being 
pretty  low,  but  it  permits  of  a  choice  of  vessels  with  the  shippers,  and  allows 
them  to  fill  their  orders  more  closely  than  they  did. 

We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  as  follows:  From  Philadelphia  to  Bos¬ 
ton,  Salem  and  Portland,  6oc;  Providence,  New  Bedford  and  the  Sound,  50-55C; 
Wareham,  Lynn  and  Newburyport,  70c;  Dover,  goc  and  towage;  Saco,  80c 
and  towage;  Bath,  60-65:  Gardiner  and  Bangor,  65-70,  with  additional  towage 
to  the  former  port;  Port  Tucket,  60  and  towage;  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  New¬ 
port  News,  5@  1 5c  above  these  rates.  .  ^  . 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  $i.6o  to 
1.70;  f.  0.  b.  Philadelphia,  $1.25  to  51.50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  51.65  to 
1.75  on  the  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  $2.10 
to  $2,20  on  the  higher  grades,  and  $1.60  to  $1.75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 

The  Wyoming  Land  &  Iron  Company  is  making  extensive  developments 
on  its  coal  and  iron  property  at  Seminole,  near  Rawlins,  Idaho.  A  tunnel  2TO 
feet  in  length  has  been  driven  on  a  vein  of  semi-anthracite  coal  ana  will  be 
continued  for  3,000  feet.  Two  veins  of  coal  have  been  cut,  one  being  rune 
and  the  other  eleven  feet  thick,  and  it  is  expected  that  three  more  veins  will 
be  opened  up.  Machinery  costing  540,000  has  been  purchased  for  the  enter¬ 
prise. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

July  ii,  1898. 

The  past  week  in  the  anthracite  market  has  developed  some  unpleasant 
features,  which  are  now  confronting  trade,  due  to  the  open  cuts  in  prices 
made  by  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  vVestern  Railroad.  This  demDraliza- 
tion  in  prices  so  far  applies  only  to  the  western  market  and  points  along  the 
lakes,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  have  been  made  and  this  being  pretty 
generally  known  to  the  buyers,  has  in  a  great  measure  unsettled  the  trade  at 
this  center  and  put  oS  buying  indefinitely,  as  dealers  are  now  holding  off  to 
the  last  moment  in  anticipation  of  the  cuts  being  extended  to  this  market  and 
the  Atlantic  seaboard.  The  figures  in  the  west  represent  a  reduction  of  75^ 
a  ton  from  that  of  a  few  weeks  ago.  The  present  quotations  are  54-25  fur  stove 
egg  and  chestnut  and  54-00  for  broken  coal.  This  cutting  has  greatly  stirred 
up  the  coal  trade,  and  there  is  some  conjecture  as  to  the  outcome  of  this 
policy,  as  it  is  believed  that  retaliative  measures  will  be  adopted  by 
some  of  the  interests  which  suffered  most  by  these  cuts,  in 
which  event  the  end  is  not  yet,  though  the  more  conservative  members  of  the 
trade  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  lowest  figures  have  been  reached,  as  any  fur¬ 
ther  reductions  would  not  increase  business  ,  there  being  absolutely  nothing  to 
fight  for,  as  buyers  are  more  than  ever  determined  to  pursue  a  hand  to  mouth 
policy  until  they  feel  absolutely  certain  that  bottom  prices  have  been  reached. 

In  the  face  of  this  condition  it  is  believed  that  the  increase  in  the  output  for 
the  month  to  3,600,000  tons  will  prove  to  be  an  excessive  tonage  belore  the 
month  is  out.  Trade  Eastward  is  quiet,  dealers  apparently  holding  off  in  the 
hope  that  one  or  the  other  of  the  comp  mies  will  start  the  oall  rolling  in  that 
market  with  the  view  of  getting  even  with  their  competitors,  as  was  the  case 
last  year.  Quotations,  however,  up  to  n  iw  remain  unchanged  at  the  figures 
which  have  prevailed  for  some  time  past.  The  local  demand  is  light  and 
prices  in  some  instances  are  showing  a  downward  tendency.  Stove  coal  is 
being  offered  at  from  52.00  to  52.25  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  mines.  The  retail 
trade  is  slow  and  not  nearly  up  to  what  it  was  expected  to  be.  The  Atlantic 
seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  quiet  and  unchanged  from  what  it  has  been  for  some 
weeks  past.  The  orders,  however,  coming  forward  on  season  contracts  are 
sufficient  to  keep  the  mines  running  in  a  regular  sort  of  way,  though  hardly  as 
full  as  the  operators  would  like.  As  the  total  tonnages  up  to  this  time  are 
ahead  of  those  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1897  it  is  the  opinion  that  con¬ 
sumers  must  have  laid  in  a  large  amount  of  coal  during  the  first  scare  of  the 
war  or  they  would  not  be  able  to  hold  back  their  orders  as  they  are  doing. 
With  the  view  of  putting  the  trade  on  a  bettter  basis  for  1899,  which  has 
been  under  way  for  some  time,  the  leading  shippers  of  the  Atlantic  seaports 
have  agreed  to  raise  the  price  of  coal  for  the  stearnship  trade  for  next  year  s 
delivery  to  52.25  alongside  New  York  harbor.  It  is  thought  that  this  move¬ 
ment  will  also  be  extended  to  other  lines  of  the  trade  later  on.  -  c 

The  principal  shipmentsat  this  timeare  being  made  to  thefar  East,  bound 
ports  calling  for  very  little  coal,  and  all  rail  trade  showing  reduced  tonnages 
and  low  prices.  Transportation  is  slow,  but  little  complaint  is  made  about  it 
on  account  of  the  small  demand.  Car  supply  is  up  to  all  requireinents. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  in  better  supply,  though  ^tes 
remain  unchanged.  We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  as  follows:  From  Phil¬ 
adelphia  to  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  6oc;  Sound  ports,  5o@55c;  Lynn, 
Wareham  and  Newburyport,  70c;  Dover  90c  and  towage;  Saco  8oc  and  tow¬ 
age,  Bath  and  Bangor,  65c;  Gardiner,  65c  and  towage;  Portsmouth,  65c. 

BOSTOX,  MASS. 

July  13,  1898. 

Little  doing  in  any  department  of  the  anthracite  market,  trade  being 
slow  and  prices  rather  weak.  There  has  been  some  cutting  reported  at  first 
hands  at  producing  points,  but  prices  in  the  East  are  about  the  same  Great 
surprise  is  manifested  in  eastern  coal  trade  circles  at  the  cut  of  fifty  cents 
made  by  the  D.  L.  &  W.  R  R.  in  the  Western  market  at  Chicago,  Duluth  and 
Milwaukee.  It  is  stated  that  unless  harmony  is  restored  between  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  and  other  coal  caarying  roads,  general  dernoralization  will  be  un^oid- 
able.  Freights  are  quiet,  the  rate  from  Philadelphia  being  quoted  at  6o@65c, 
with  Baltimore  at  65@70C,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  at  60c  and  New  York 
at  40@5oc.  Quotations  for  stove  sizes  f.  o.  b.  are  yet  $4.10  at  New  York,  with 
stove  and  chestnut  at  53-85.  and  broken  at  53-6o-  Lykens  \  alley  stove  is 

'^'^°^The  remil  market  continues  quiet,  with  prices  unchanged  for  all  grades. 
Stove  and  nut,  delivered,  are  selling  at  55-25>  ^gg>  ^5!  furnace,  54-751  P^a,  ,4, 
Franklin,  56.50;  Cumberland,  53.25.  .  .  ,  .  i 

Bituminous  coal  continues  quiet,  with  prices  about  steady.  Pricesare 
quoted:  George’s  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Philadelphia,  51-85;  Clearfeld 
51.40@51.50:  Pocahontas  and  New,  River,  f.  o.  b.  Norfolk  and  Newport  News, 
51.75:  George’s  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Baltimore,  5i-75'.  , 

The  receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  in  this  port  the  past  week 
and  since  January  i,  compared  with  last  ^ear,  have  been. 

- 1898 -  to97 

Week.  Year.  Week.  Year. 

Anthracite.  35.9i8  889,406  43,254  935.822 

Bituminous.  33,78i  936,102  f  to  7’oai 

Receipts  of  Provincial  coal  at  this  port  since  January  i  foot  up  to  7,934 

tons.  _ _ _ _ — 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

July  13,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  situation  in  Milwaukee  remains  unchanged 
with  the  exception  that  several  large  dealers  are  not  ^^5.  fo 

the  reason,  as  they  state,  that  their  orders  now  on  hand  f  ^  gj 

thev  will  not  take  any  more  until  the  present  ones  are  cleaned  up  and  all  55 
coal  purchased  is  delivered.  They  are  all,  apparently, 

declaration  that  the  55  '’ate  means  immediate  delivery  nower  of^Ss  to 
rate  of  55  per  ton  will  prevail  is  something  beyond  the  pow^  ot  dealers  to 
tell.  It  may  cease  any  day  and  may  continue  indefinitely.  The  wholesale 
price  is  54  for  broken  and  $4-25  for  egg,  stove  or  range 

b  cars  on  docks  of  nearly  all  the  companies  represented  here.  The  cut  was 
fi^st  maX  by  the  D.  K.  &  W.  Co.  in  the  West,  and  is  being  generally  met  by 
all  the  other  producing  companies. 
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CHICAGO  MARKET. 

At  the  reduced  prices  of  anthracite  coal  in  effect  July  7th,  there  has  been 
a  moderate  buying  movement  in  small  amounts,  and  dealers  in  the  suburbs 
and  nearby  towns  have  placed  orders  for  what  coal  they  wanted  for  imme¬ 
diate  delivery.  The  sales  agents  of  the  producing  companies,  with  possibly 
one  or  two  exceptions,  are  accepting  orders  for  a  limited  amount  of  coal  for 
prompt  shipment  only  from  dock;  terms  cash,  or  its  equivalent.  No  all-rail 
anthracite  is  being  sold  at  the  current  prices,  it  being  understood  that  the 
new  figures  are  for  dock  coal  and  any  offer  made  must  be  promptly  accepted. 
It  is  given  out  that  no  business  will  be  considered  which  is  intended  for  future 
delivery.  Considerable  tension  is  noted,  the  market  is  in  a  strained  con¬ 
dition,  and  it  is  rather  more  than  suspected  that  the  present  status  will  be  of 
short  duration,  but  nothing  is  positively  known  when  there  will  be  or  whether 
there  will  be  any  change.  Many  consumers  are  taking  advantage  of  the  low 
prices  at  retail,  $5@5.25  delivered,  and  are  putting  in  their  supplies  of  winter 
coal.  At  many  of  the  docks  and  yards  there  has  been  a  steady  run  of  busi¬ 
ness  for  the  past  week,  and  quite  a  large  tonnage  of  coal  has  been  moved 
into  consumer’s  hands.  These  transactions  are  strictly  on  a  cash  basis. 

In  bituminous  coal  there  continues  a  marked  dullness  more  or  less  char¬ 
acteristic  of  midsummer,  but  it  is  probably  intensified  this  season  on  account 
of  the  greatly  decreased  demand  for  fuel  for  steam  purposes,  as  so  many  large 
manufacturing  concerns  are  wholly  or  in  part  closed  down.  This  is  partly 
due  to  the  season  and  partly  on  account  of  the  depression  in  many  industrial 
Mnes  which  have  been  affected  by  the  war  and  which  has  occasioned  a  de¬ 
creased  demand  for  the  manufactured  goods.  But  whatever  may  be  the 
causes  there  is  a  notable  falling  off  in  the  receipts,  and  consequent  demand 
for  coal  locally  and  from  nearby  points.  This,  however,  will  soon  disappear 
as  the  outlook  generally  improves  each  week,  and  with  abundant  crops  there 
undoubtedly  will  be  a  briskly  active  demand  for  coal  in  every  direction.  Or¬ 
ders  for  threshing  coal  continue  a  feature,  and  already  there  has  been  a  large  ton¬ 
nage  shipped  to  the  country  trade,  and  a  great  deal  more  is  to  folio  w.  Screen¬ 
ings  continue  in  fair  demand  at  reasonable  prices. 

Coke  continues  in  moderate  demand  and  most  of  the  shippers  report  a 
fair  volume  of  business,  though  at  prices  which  cannot  leave  much  margin  for 
profit. 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

July  14,  1898. 

The  local  retail  business  continues  very  dull,  and  there  is  little  or  no  life 
in  any  department  of  the  coal  trade  of  the  city  at  present.  Prices  are  well 
sustained  in  the  wholesale  trade,  both  in  the  river  and  on  cars,  but  they  are 
quite  low  in  the  retail  trade.  Pittsburg  lump  coal  is  worth  5  to  cents  a 
bushel  wholesale  afloat  in  the  river,  and  Kanawha  ranges  from  44^  to 
cents  a  bushel  afloat,  according  to  the  quality  and  popularity  of  the  particular 
brand.  Nut  and  slack  are  nominally  worth  cents  a  bushel,  but  there  is 
none  to  be  had  at  that  price,  and  very  little  at  any  price.  That  is  one  com¬ 
modity  that  is  actually  scarce  in  this  market.  One  large  concern  is  offering  a 
few  barges  at  4  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  the  river.  Very  little  coal  is  changing 
hands  wholesale. 

At  retail  the  nominal  price  for  coal  delivered  is  $2.25  a  ton,  but  the  real 
price  is  about  anything  that  can  be  obtained  above  $1.85.  Rail  coal  whole¬ 
sale  is  quoted  at  $2.00  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  Cincinnati,  but  there  is  something  wrong 
with  quotations  when  coal  can  be  bought  retail  at  less  than  $2.00. 

Anthracite  is  fairly  active,  and  there  is  no  fixed  price  for  it.  A  close  buyer 
can  get  the  best  kinds  for  as  low  as  $5.50,  although  the  dealers  make  a  bluff 
of  asking  $6.00 and  more.  The  real  price  of  hard  coal  delivered  ranges  from 
$5.00  to  $6.00  a  ton.  Gas  coke  is  in  fair  demand  at  6  and  7  cents  a  bushel 
delivered. 


ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

July  14,  1898. 

The  history  of  the  coal  trade  the  past  week  has  not  been  materially  differ¬ 
ent  from  that  of  several  weeks  past.  The  news  of  the  conference  of  Ohio  coal 
operators  at  Chicago  yesterday  looking  towards  a  reduction  of  wages  in  that  state 
is  viewed  with  apprehension  here  and  it  is  generally  believed  that  if  a  strike  is 
precipitated  in  Ohio,  there  is  little  reason  to  think  it  will  not  finally  involve  the 
Illinois  mines  and  that  during  the  active  producing  season.  Beyond  a  season¬ 
able  movement  of  coal  for  threshing  purposes,  there  is  little  active  trade  in  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal,  marry  of  the  local  factories  either  curtailing  operations  or  clos¬ 
ing  down  for  repairs  usually  made  at  this  season.  The  price  situation  is  no 
better  than  for  several  weeks,  nor  is  it  any  worse. 

A  promirient  coal  man  said  to-day;  “The  price  of  coal  at  the  Illinois 
mines  today  is  less  than  prior  to  the  strike  of  1897,  when  the  increased  cost 
of  labor  is  taken  into  consideration.  The  futility  of  an  effective  agreement  or 
pool  among  the  producers  has  been  pretty  thoroughly  demonstrated  in  the 
past,  the  fact  that  at  least  a  large  minority  of  the  mines  are  co-operative  in¬ 
stitutions,  furnishing  a  great  obstacle  to  the  maintenance  of  prices.  The  ex¬ 
tremely  low  prices  at  which  contracts  for  coal  are  being  made  would  in  itself 
appear  to  be  sufficient  evidence  that  the  advance  of  freight  rates  August  i  is 
doubtful,  as  it  would  be  impossible  for  a  concern  to  make  such  figures  on  fu¬ 
ture  business  without  a  prospective  loss,  unless  they  had  assurance  that  they 
would  be  protected  on  their  contracts  at  the  present  freight  rate. 

The  anthracite  situation  is  decidedly  uncertain  and  unsettled.  Prices 
have  experienced  a  heavy  slump  the  past  week;  coal  is  being  freely  offered  at 
$4-75  lOf'  broken  and  $5.00  for  the  smaller  coal,  f.  o.  b.  cars  East  St.  Louis; 
but  the  larger  wholesale  houses  here  are  slow  to  buy,  even  at  these  figures,  in 
anticipation  of  lower  freight  rates  being  made  by  the  eastern  roads. 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

July  14,  1898. 

The  coal  situation  in  Buffalo  remains  dull,  and  prices  show  no  changfe. 

Quotations  are  as  follows; 

For  anthracite  coal,  wholesale  prices  in  cars  at  Buffalo  or  Suspension 
Bridge,  2,240  pounds,  $4.00  for  grate;  $4.25  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut.  These 
quotations  are  50  cents  lower  than  prices  on  January  i. 

For  anthracite  coal  2,240  pounds  delivered  free  on  board  of  vessels  at 
Buffalo,  prices  on  May  i  were;  $4.30  for  grate;  $4.55  for  egg,  stove  and  chest¬ 
nut;  retail,  within  the  city  limits,  2,000  pounds  delivered.  May  i,  $4.50  on  grate; 
$4.75  for  egg,  stove  and  nut,  and  $4.00  for  pea.  Blossburg  sells  at  $4.00. 

For  bituminous  coal,  2,000  pounds  car  lots  on  track,  Buffalo,  Allegheny 
region,  screened  lump  $1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed  $1.50;  run  of  mine  $1.40; 
nut  andslack  mixed  $1.25;  slack  $1.15.  Reynoldsville  region;  screened  lump 
$1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed $1.60;  run  of  mine  $1.50;  nut  and  slack  mixed  $1.30; 
slack  $1.20.  Pittsburg  region;  screened  lump  $1.70;  lump  and  nut  mixed  $i.6b; 
run  of  mine  $1.50;  nut  $1.50;  slack  $1.20.  Fairmont  region;  screened  lump 
$1.70;  lump  and  nut  mixed  $1.60;  run  of  mine  $1.50;  slack  $1.20.  Mercer  County 
region;  screened  lump  $1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed  $1.50;  run  of  mine  $1.40; 
slack  $1.15,  Brier  Hill  region;  screened  lump  $3.35.  Cannel  coal  No.  i,  $4.00. 

Coker  is  quoted  at  $3.15  for  Reynoldsville  and  $4.05  for  Connellsville  per 
net  ton  in  car  lots  on  tracks. 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  July  9,  aggre¬ 
gated  39,700  tons,  distributed  as  follows;  Chicago,  9,400  tons;  Milwaukee,  7,- 
650;  Duluth,  9,800;  Fort  William,  3,600;  Gladstone,  i  000;  Superior,  3,000; 
Saginaw,  940;  Marquette,  3,960;  Pequaming,  too;  Grand  Marais,  250. 

Freight  rates  to  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Duluth,  Fort  William,  Marquette 
and  Superior  remain  at  20  cents  per  ton.  The  freight  rate  to  Saginaw  is  35 
cents  per  ton. 

The  demoralization  in  the  anthracite  coal  market  at  Chicago  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  had  any  effect  here.  Leading  shippers  agree  that  the  Buffalo 
market  remains  in  exactly  the  same  situation  as  for  a  number  of  weeks  past, 
with  no  change  in  quotations  or  prices. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  bids  for  anthracite  coal  for  public  institutions  here 
are  at  cut  prices,  but  this  is  said  to  be  always  the  case,  and  it  is  asserted  that 
the  supply  of  coal  to  public  institutions  is  regarded  as  an  advertisement,  and 
is  not  expected  to  show  profit. 

The  fifty  cent  cut  by  the  Lackawanna  railroad  to  tide  water,  of  which  so 
much  has  been  said  in  the  newspapers,  and  which  had  its  effect  upon  the 
stocks  of  the  coal  carrying  roads  in  Wall  street,  is  also  said  to  have  been  largely 
imaginary.  Practically  it  amounted  to  nothing  more  than  the  open  making  of 
a  price  which  has  prevailed  for  a  long  time. 

Neither  the  Lackawanna,  Pennsylvania,  Lehigh  Valley,  Reading,  or  any 
of  the  other  large  dealers  in  anthracite  coal,  have  reduced  the  price  to  their 
customers  in  the  city  and  this  vicinity. 

The  distribution  of  coal  from  Buffalo  to  upper  lake  ports  is  undergoing  a 
gradual  change.  The  cause  of  this  seems  to  be  the  increase  in  the  distribution 
of  coal  to  Western  points  by  rail;  some  points  which  used  to  be  large  receivers 
of  anthracite  from  Buffalo  by  the  lake  route  are  now  receiving  their  supplies 
entirely  by  an  all  rail  route.  The  most  prominent  example  of  this  is  Detroit, 
which  has  taken  no  co£il  by  lake  from  Buffalo  this  season.  On  the  other  hand, 
Milwaukee  is  decidedly  gaining  as  a  port  receiving  coal  by  water.  It  used  to 
take  less  than  half  as  much  as  Chicago,  but  out  of  sixty  cargoes  shipped  to 
Milwaukee  and  Chicago  since  June  ist,  Milwaukee  has  taken  27  and  Chicago 
33.  This  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  all  rail  carrying  of  anthracite 
coal  is  a  more  important  factor  at  Chicago  than  at  Milwaukee  and  other  ports 
further  north. 

The  Rochester  &  Pittsburg  dock  for  the  handling  of  soft  coal  h.rs  been 
slow  in  getting  into  operation.  There  has  been  trouble  with  the  machinery, 
and  the  last  difficulty  has  been  a  lack  of  power  sufficient  to  bring  the  car 
back  into  position  alter  dumping.  A  new  cylinder  has  had  to  be  made  for  the 
engine,  and  the  plant  is  now  ready  to  begin  operations. 

There  is  little  prospect  of  an  increase  in  coal  freights  at  this  port.  Any 
attempt  to  increase  the  freight  will  immediately  check  shipments,  as  several 
of  the  large  shippers  refuse  to  consider  a  higher  rate  at  the  present  time.  - 

An  important  factor  in  the  general  prospect  of  the  anthracite  business 
is  the  formation  of  the  "Anthracite  Association,"  an  organization  of  local  busi¬ 
ness  men  representing  boards  of  trade  of  the  towns  and  cities  in  the  anthra¬ 
cite  region.  The  object  of  the  organization  is  to  arrest  the  threatened  decline 
in  the  anthracite  industry.  The  first  object  of  the  association  is  to  secure  a 
reduction  in  the  cost  of  hauling  coal  from  the  mines  to  tidewater.  It  is 
asserted  that  the  anthracite  roads  charge  more  for  the  haul  of  about  too  miles 
to  tidewater  than  bituminous  coal  pays  for  a  haul  of  400  miles;  that  the 
excessive  freight  carrying  charges  on  anthracite  coal  and  the  low  freight  on 
bituminous  coal  is  causing  a  steady  widening  of  the  price  between  the  two 
fuels  in  eastern  markets,  always  in  favor  of  bituminous  coal,  and  that  this  dif¬ 
ference  in  price  is  causing  a  heavy  decline  in  the  consumption  of  anthracite, 
largely  increasing  the  consumption  of  bituminous.  It  is  well  known  that 
there  is  only  too  much  foundation  for  the  charge  of  extortionate  freight  rates 
on  anthracite  coal  from  the  mines  to  tidewater.  The  Anthracite  Association 
in  its  resolutions  has  even  gone  so  far  as  to  favor  the  building  of  a  competing 
railroad  from  the  anthracite  region  to  tidewater.  It  would  be  most  unfor¬ 
tunate  if  no  better  remedy  for  existing  difficulties  could  be  found  than  this,  as 
it  wouid  add  to  the  capital  upon  which  interest  must  be  earned  to  support 
the  anthracite  industry. 

There  is  nothing  very  new  in  the  complaint  of  the  Anthracite  Associa¬ 
tion,  but  it  is  clear  that  the  conditions  of  trade  must  result  in  one  or  two 
hings,  namely,  a  large  reduction  in  the  cost  of  getting  anthracite  coal  from 
the  mines  to  the  market,  or  a  continued  decline  in  the  anthracite  industry. 


The  Big  Vein  Coal  Co.,  Piedmont,  W.  Va.,  have  been  obliged  to  close 
their  mines  on  account  of  lack  of  vessels  at  Baltimore.  Loaded  cars  on  track 
and  on  wharves  make  empties  scarce  at  mines. 

The  strike  at  Belle  Ellen,  Bibb  county,  Alu..  has  been  settled  and  the  mines 
are  in  full  operation  once  more.  The  men  went  out  on  a  strike  on  account  of 
the  prices  of  powder  and  oil.  The  settlement  was  effected  by  the  company 
making  the  prices  of  those  necessities  the  same  as  it  is  in  Blocton. 


70 


"Thk  Black:  Diamond. 


[July  1G 


(ONXELLSVILLE,  I’A. 

July  12,  i8q8. 

The  Courier  says:  The  victory  of  the  American  arms  over  Admiral  Cer- 
vera  at  Santiago  seems  to  have  been  anticipated  by  the  coke  trade  ot  last 
week,  which  showed  a  decided  improvement  in  demand  over  the  v^eek  pre¬ 
vious  This  increase  in  the  demand  for  coke  is  not  easily  accounted  tor,  be¬ 
cause  just  preceding  the  annual  shut-down  of  the  furnaces  in  July  there  is 
usually  a  decline  in  the  coke  business,  whether  the  trade  is  brisk  or  dull.  1  he 
present  improvement  is  probably  caused  by  the  renewal  of  contracts  tor  the 
last  half  of  1898,  many  of  which  had  been  held  back  for  several  weeks  m  an¬ 
ticipation  of  lower  concessions.  As  the  war  jirogresses,  however,  there  is 
daily  shown  less  cause  for  apprehension  in  the  Union,  and  it  becornes  more 
and  more  evident  that  a  brush  with  Spain  need  not  drive  any  coker  from  his 
oven,  or  any  business  man  from  his  purposes  of  investment  or  operation  ot 
built-up  industries.  It  takes  more  than  a  Spanish  puff  of  pride  to  blowout  coke 
ovens  and  furnaces  in  Uncle  Sam’s  domain,  and  if  the  people  of  the  nation 
will  keep  the  aim  of  business  and  enterprise  as  true  and  steady  as  the  gun¬ 
ners  of  the  Dewey-Sampson-Schley-Shafter  combination  keep  their  aim,  the 

American  people  will  surely  drive  their  shafts  home  into  the  bull  s-eye  in  both 

the  triumphs  of  war  and  the  arts  of  peace. 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption  are  as  ioWov/s: 

To  Pittsbureh  . Sh.55  To  St.  Louis,  Mo . 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley . 1.10  To  East  St  .  Louis . 

Tn  TnlpHo  O  . 2.05  loBoSton . . 

To  cSbus;  O.;:;'.:::.: . to  Momreal.  can . 3.91H 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . 2.25  To  New  \ork^.^ . 

To  Louisville,  Ky . Philadelphia . 

To  Chicago.  Ill . 2.25 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

July  9,  1898. 

During  the  week  there  have  been  three  coal  delivenes  from  Oregon  with 
1065  tons,  2  from  Washington,  2370  tons,  i  from  British  Columbias  2600  tons,  i 
from  Australia,  3123  tons.  Total,  9158  tons.  _ j 

Business  in  this  line  has  settled  back  into  its  normal  condition,  and  the 
only  liberal  buyers  now  are  our  local  consumers,  as  the  Government  trans¬ 
ports  which  are  to  be  coaled  now  only  number  four,  and  the  cargo  of  one  of 
our  colliers  from  British  Columbia  will  furnish  fuel  enough  for  the  four.  There 
are  no  changes  in  prices.  The  market  is  firm  at  last  week  s  quotations,  and 
there  is  no  probability  of  any  decline  for  several  months  ahead,  as  qur  coal 
importers  are  engaging  tonnage  into  next  year  at  full  figures  which  evidences 
Ih^iir  fahh  in  future  values.  The  labor  troubles  in  Wales  are  causing  serious 
disturbances  to  the  large  Cardiff  and  Swansea  consumers,  in  fact  they  are  be¬ 
coming  so  serious  that  the  Government  is  about  to  regulate  the  differences. 
Colliery  strikes  are  notably  contagious,  and  the  last  mails  from  Australia  in¬ 
timate  that  a  slight  friction  is  apparent  there  among  the  coal  producers, 
which  may  later  on  develop  into  a  general  lockout.  Our  large  fuel  consumers 
here  would  suffer  seriously  if  any  labor  troubles  should  mature  there,  as  nat- 
-  urally  our  Coast  colliery  proprietors  would  avail  themselves  of  the  situation 
and  mark  up  values.  They  always  regulate  their  prices  by  the  importation 
cost  here  of  Colonial  coals,  hence  with  no  competition  they  would  increase 
their  prices  immediately.  _ 

DETROIT,  MICH. 

July  14,  1898. 

The  anthracite  situatian  in  our  local  market  is  in  very  good  shape  for  this 
time  of  the  year.  There  is  very  little  coal  moving,  but  all  sales  are  made  on 
a  uniform  basis,  and  one  which  is  fairly  satisfactory  to  the  producers  and  ship¬ 
pers.  One  hears  rumors  of  occasional  variations  from  prices,  but  mve^iga- 
tion  discloses  that  such  cuts  are  usually  made  by  the  buyer  instead  of  the 
seller  and  is  done  of  course  for  the  buyer’s  benefit.  These  cases  are  too  often 
given’credence  by  the  seller.  During  the  past  few  days  there  has  been  con¬ 
siderable  newspaper  notoriety  with  reference  to  prices  made  in  the  Northwest, 
but  it  is  generally^ understood  in  this  vicinity  that  whatever  truth  there  is  in 
these  reports  is  kpplied  only  to  dock  coal,  and  does  not  atfec  in  any  way  the 
all-rail  trade  It  will  be  but  a  short  time  when  dealers  will  want  to  com¬ 
mence  Slivering  coal,  and  then  will  be  the  time  to  test  the  prices  made 
Many  of  the  dealers  will  be  disappointed  m  getting  their  coal,  and  will  be 

“'"''^Bhumimmrcoafrs  h^^d^emo^^^  state  at  present,  owing  to  the  conflict 
’between  the  different  producing  interests.  The  Public  Lighting  Plant  con¬ 
tract  was  awarded  today  at  $1.97  on  cars  Detroit,  after  having  made  tests  at 
prices  ranging  from  $1.94  to  $2.20.  The  School  contrac^t  was  also  awarded 
fast^night  to  Jackson  Hill  coal  at  $2.16  delivered  to  the  different  schools  and 
trimmfd  in  the  bins.  Some  sharp  figuring  must  have  been  done  to  deliver 
thiTcoal  at  these  prices,  in  view  of  the  advance  of  20c.  per  ton  in  freight  tak- 
inc  effect  Tune  loth,  which  rate,  it  is  said,  applies  on  this  coal. 

^  The  Michigan  &  Ohio  Car  Ferry  recently  filed  a  complaint  with  the  Inter¬ 
state  Commerce  Commission  against  the  Michigan  Central  R-  for  discrim¬ 
ination  against  this  line  in  the  matter  of  switching  charges.  Mr.  Moreton  of 
the  Car  Ferry  Co.  was  in  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the  answer  of  the  Michigan  Central 
stating  the  Company  did  not  deny  that  it  is  making  a  greater  charge  against 
hirime  than  it  does  with  other  lines,  but  holds  that  it  has  a  perfect  right  to  do 
this-  that  it  must  make  its  charges  according  to  the  am^nt  of  reciprocal  busi 
ness  given  it  by  other  lines.  It  now  remains  for  the  Commission  to  decide 
whether  the  Vanderbilt  road  is  right  or  wrong.  If  the  decision  is  against  it 
and  fixes  a  smaller  compensation  for  switching  charge,  a  precedent  will 
£n  established,  of  which  the  D.  &  L.  N.  and  other  roads  will  be  quick  to 

take  advantage.  _ _ 

The  coke  operations  in  Wise  county,  Virginia,  are  increasing.  The 
Toms  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co,  has  about  completed  the  installation  of  a  com¬ 
plete  washing  plant  at  Toms  Creek.  The  company  has  215  ovens  to  be  sup- 
Ched  brcoal!  which  is  crushed  before  charging,  the  lump  coal  being  shipped 
fn  the  rlw  stkte  after  washing.  The  plant  will  handle  2,000  tons  of  coal  a  day. 


ANTHRACITE  COAL  IN  THE  WEST. 

Anthracite  coal  has  now  been  sold  in  the  Chicago  market  for  ten  days  at 
less  than  cost,  resulting  in  a  heavy  loss  to  the  producing  companies  with  no 
corresponding  benefit,  and  apparently  none  in  sight.  If  the  cut  was  inau¬ 
gurated.  as  stated  by  some,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  existing  evils,  it  has 
been  and  is  a  lamentable  failure.  Bids  on  public  business  opened  during 
the  week  show  a  heavy  reduction  from  prices  on  similar  business  previously 
complained  of.  Delivery  on  these  contracts  extend  throughout  the  year,  and 
the  coal  will  net  less  in  yard  than  the  prices  which  were  inaugurated  to  cure  the 
evil.  For  the  past  few  years  the  Western  agents  have  been  freely  criticised 
for  the  demoralization  in  prices,  which  has  at  times  prevailed,  but 
this  year  from  the  very  opening  of  the  season  the  Eastern  managers  have 
assumed  direct  control  of  prices  and  conditions. 

The  question  now  is,  will  the  Eastern  managers  provide  a  successful 
remedy,  or  will  they  allow  the  present  useless  war  to  continue,  with  conse- 
(juent  loss  and  depreciation  in  value  of  the  properties  they  represent.  They 
are  apparently  impressed  with  the  ide  i  that  demoralization  is  indigenous  to  the 
Western  climate.  Let  their  minds  be  disabused  of  that  idea.  The  present 
movement  is  condemned  by  the  trade  in  general;  they  realize  that  it  is  ojiposed 
to  their  best  interests,  that  their  margins  have  disappeared  through  the  com¬ 
panies  selling  to  consumers  direct  at  wholesale  prices,  cartage  added,  and  fur¬ 
thermore  extending  terms  and  conditions  which  they,  the  trade,  cannot  meet. 
It  is  up  to  you  “Men  of  the  East;’’  what  the  trade  want  is  a  steady,  stable  price, 
on  which  the  dealer  and  consumer  alike  can  figure  with  confidence.  There  is 
no  reason  on  earth  why  such  a  figure  should  not  pay  you  a  fair  margin  of 
profit.  Can  you  furnish  it? 

HOW  WAR  AFFECTS  COAL. 


Admiral  Camara’s  squadron  after  passing  through  the  Suez  Canal  to 
Aden  steamed  back  and  was  allowed  to  re-cqal  at  Port  Said,  taking  on  suffi¬ 
cient  to  carry  it  to  Spain.  Truly  Camera  is  Hispanola  s  naval  tramp. 


,  * 

*  * 


C.  J.  Wittenberg,  Broadway,  New  York,  has  a  contract  with  the  navy  de¬ 
partment  for  nearly  40,000  tons  of  bituminous  coal  for  Admiral  Dewey’s  fleet 
at  Manila.  The  first  consignment  by  fuel  steamer  was  necessarily  kept  very 
quiet  for  fear  the  coal  might  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Spanish. 


* 

*  * 


A  second  case  of  an  attempt  to  transfer  coal  from  an  American  vessel  to 
a  Spanish  merchantman  in  Mexico  has  brought  out  the  old-time  pluck  of  an 
American  sea  captain.  The  Poo  ton  American  schooner  Clara  A.  Phinney,  of 
New  Bedford,  some  days  ago  was  authorized  to  clear  with  700  tons  of  coal 
from  Mobile  to  Vera  Cruz  on  affidivits  of  reliable  citizens  of  Mobile  that  the 
coal  was  destined  for  railroad  purposes.  On  reaching  Vera  Cruz,  Capt.  Phinney 
was  directed  by  L.  Joublanc,  his  consignee,  to  place  his  vessel  alongside  the 
Spanish  steamer  Maria  Herrara.  In  the  presence  of  a  group  of  excited  Span¬ 
ish  sympathizers  Capt.  Phinney  bluntly  refused,  declaring  with  emphasis  that 
no  vessel  in  his  charge  sfiould  ever  he  alongside  a  ship  bearing  the  flag  of  his 
country’s  enemy,  much  less  supply  her  with  even  a  pound  of  coal. 

PITTSHURH,  PA. 

July  14,  1898. 

Mining  operations  on  the  Monongahela  are  confined  mainly  to  supplying 
local  wants.  In  the  fourth  pool  the  mines  are  running  full,  the  third  pool  is 
about  one-half  occupied,  and  in  the  second  pool,  practically  nothing  is  doing. 
The  local  demand  for  industrial  purposes  is  keeping  up  fairly,  but  the  domestic 
trade  is  next  to  none.  The  scheme  among  the  retailers  to  form  a  syndicate 
seems  to  have  fallen  through.  It  is  stated  that  some  of  the  parties  interested 
were  not  satisfied  with  the  valuation  placed  on  their  plants,  and  a  number  re¬ 
fused  to  join,  thus  leaving  a  strong  factor  on  the  outside.  Under  such  circum¬ 
stances  the  proposed  syndicate  could  not  go  through.  In  the  river  coal  trade 
prices  remain  just  where  they  were,  lump  coal  quoted  at  4  cents,  run-of-mme 
yk  cents  and  slack  2  cents  per  bushel.  .  .  ■ 

Although  the  railroad  mines  are  making  not  more  than  halt  time,  ship¬ 
ments  to  the  lakes  are  quite  large.  Prices  continue  (juite  low,  the  operators 
say  on  account  of  West  Virginia  competition,  and  railroad  coal  is  still  quoted 

at  $i@i.io  per  ton,  Pittsburg.  •  .  ,  a  t  n  ,1  n 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  big  drop  in  the  demand  for  Connellsville 
coke  during  the  past  week.  The  shipments  from  the  region  amounted  to 
118,783  tons,  a  decrease  of  11.539  tons  compared  with  the  record  of  the  week 
previous.  On  the  other  hand,  production  increased,  as  the  gain  is  about  1,064 
tons  over  the  total  of  last  week.  There  are  now  13,996  ovens  in  blast  in  the 
entire  region,  with  4,764  idle.  While  circular  prices  remain  unchanged 
furnace  coke  has  sold  at  ^1.50,  and  some  off  grades  25  cents  below  that  figure.- 
The  men  employed  by  the  Blythe  Coal  Company  have  gone  on  a  strike 
for  an  advance  of  8-ioc  per  ton.  This  would  make  at  the  farthest  4  cents  per 
day  difference  in  wages,  which  is  getting  it  down  pretty  fine .  ^ 

The  strike  of  the  Mercer  county  miners  is  about  over.  This  has  been  a 

long  struggle,  but  it  is  about  wound  up.  r  t  ^  , 

On  Monday  last  David  W.  Van  Eman,  president  of  the  Irvin  Basin  Coal 
Company,  died  at  his  home  in  this  city.  Mr.  Eman  was  35  y^^-rs  of  age,  and 
had  been  prominently  identified  with  the  coal  interests  of  this  section  for  a 
long  time. 
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ON  THE  WING.  I 


The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railroad  has  placed  an  order  for  200  King- 
Hopper  gondola  coal  cars  of  60,000  pounds  capacity. 


* 

*  * 


The  Park  Board  of  the  borough  of  Manhattan,  New  York  City,  is  asking 
for  bids  on  1,200  tons  of  anthracite  coal.  Tenders  for  same  to  be  opened 
July  2ist. 


* 

*  * 


The  South  Park  Commissioners,  Chicago,  ask  for  proposals  for  200  tons 
of  coal.  Bids  will  be  received  at  the  offices,  57th  street  and  Cottage  Grove 
avenue,  until  2  p.  m.,  July  18, 


* 

*  * 


The  Delaware  &  Hudson  Canal  Company  has  given  a  contract  to  the 
Buffalo  Car  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  for  the  construction 
of  250  hopper-bottom  coal  cars. 


,  * 
* 


The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railway  Co.  has  placed  an  order  for  200 
King-hopper  gondola  coal  cars,  60,000  pounds  capacity,  with  the  Lebanon 
Manufacturing  V/orks,  Lebanon,  Pa. 


*  * 


The  Cook  County  Board  of  Supervisors  at  its  meeting  in  Chicago  this 
week  threw  out  all  bids  for  anthracite  coal  on  account  of  the  recent  reduction 
in  price  and  will  readvertise  for  proposals. 


* 


Minnesota  State  officials  invite  proposals  for  supplying  nearly  30,000 
tons  of  coal  to  the  various  state  institutions.  The  bids  will  be  received  up  to 
August  1st,  at  the  State  Auditor’s  office,  Minneapolis. 


* 


The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  has  placed  an  order  for  500  forty-ton 
coal  cars  with  the  Ensign  Manufacturing  Co.,  Huntington,  W.  Va.  The  C.  & 
O.  road  evidently  believes  that  West  Virginia  coal  has  a  future. 


* 

*  * 


The  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.  has  made  an  excellent  showing  for 
the  month  of  June  considering  the  uncertain  condition  of  the  trade,  their 
average  on  the  various  sizes  being  practically  the  same  as  for  the  preceding 
month. 


* 

*  * 


Messrs.  Williams  &  Peters,  No.  i  Broadway,  New  York,  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed  general  sales  agents  for  the  New  York,  Susquehanna  &  Western  Coal 
Co.,  in  effect  July  ii,  1898,  and  which  appears  on  the  front  page  of  this  issue, 
to  which  the  attention  of  our  readers  is  requested. 


*  * 


Mr.  R.  H.  Wainwright,  Massillon,  Ohio,  who  has  large  coal  mining  inter¬ 
ests  there,  is  at  Saginaw,  Mich.,  and  is  leasing  a  good  deal  of  land  in  that  new 
coal  field.  Mr.  Wainwright,  who  is  an  expert,  has  examined  the  coal  pro¬ 
duced  in  Saginaw  county,  and  declares  it  of  excellent  quality. 

*  * 

Mr.  David  Lloyd,  general  manager  of  the  Shelburn  Coal  Mining  Company, 
Shelburn,  Ind.,  made  a  pleasant  call  at  the  office  of  The  Black  Diamond 
this  week.  Mr.  Lloyd  has  already  commenced  improvements  at  the  Shel¬ 
burn  mine  which  will  again  place  it  in  the  front  rank  for  domestic  purposes. 

** 

There  could  be  nothing  more  timely  than  the  course  of  lessons  in  Spanish 
which  “The  International  Magazine”  has  begun  in  its  July  number.  These 
lessons  will  be  strictly  a  common  sense  business  course,  the  aim  being  to 
qualify  Americans  to  travel  and  transact  business  anywhere  in  Spanish- 
America. 

* 

*  * 

O’Gara,  King  &  Co.,  Western  Union  building,  Chicago,  were  awarded  be¬ 
tween  50,000  and  60,000  tons  of  coal  on  the  recent  letting  of  the  Cook  county 
and  municipal  contracts  for  fuel.  '1  he  firm  will  supply  Youghiogheny  coal  to 
the  hospital  at  Dunning,  Hocking  coal  for  the  county  poor  and  Indiana  block 
to  the  city  institutions. 

o.* 

♦ 

Many  large  Ohio  coal  operators  are  much  concerned  at  the  low  coal 
freight  rates  made  by  roads  tapping  Maryland  and  the  Virginias,  and  re¬ 
port  the  situation  as  serious,  as  it  mav  oblige  some  of  them  to  close  their 
mines.  This  and  the  lower  mining  scale  paid  in  Southern  territory  is  the 
cause  of  the  trouble. 

* 

Mr.  W.  G.  Haskell,  wholesale  coal  and  coke.  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  was  in 
Chicago  this  week,  visiting  friends  in  the  coal  trade.  Mr.  Haskell  has  just 
returned  from  a  three  weeks’  trip  through  the  northwe.st,  and  remarked  to  the 
writer — “Not  for  fifteen  years  have  1  seen  such  splendid  crops  as  have  greeted 
my  eyes  everywhere.  No  fear  of  the  farmer  burning  corn  cobs,  Buffalo 
chips  or  oxaline  this  year;  they’ll  sell  their  grain  at  fair  prices  and  buy  coal  to 
warm  their  homes  this  winter.” 


On  account  of  the  command  the  shipbuilders  of  the  great  fresh  water 
lakes  at  Chicago,  Detroit  and  Cleveland  have  on  cheap  coal  and  cheap  iron 
and  steel,  it  enables  them  to  carry  on  contractive  work  under  better  conditions 
than  those  which  surround  that  industry  at  the  eastern  seaboard  or  on  the 
Pacific  coast. 


* 

*  * 


The  New  Kentucky  Coal  Co.’s  dock  at  the  Illinois  Central  railroad  slip, 
Chicago,  has  been  remodeled  and  is  supplied  with  their  lump  coal  which  is 
practically  free  from  sulphur.  The  firm  is  doing  a  good  business  in  fueling 
the  big  steamers  tugs  and  dredges  which  require  the  strongest  kind  of  coal  for 
lake  steaming  purposes. 


* 

*  * 


The  directors  of  the  Huntington  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  yesterday  de¬ 
clared  a  semi-annual  dividend  of  2^  per  cent  payable  two  weeks  hence. 
The  dividend  is  said  to  have  been  more  than  earned  in  the  first  six  months, 
but  it  was  not  deemed  wise  to  attempt  to  pay  more.  The  company  is  hauling 
more  coal  than  a  year  ago,  but  the  rates  of  transportation  are  very  low. 


* 

*  * 


Pynchon  &  Woodward,  Marquette  Building,  Chicago,sole agents  for  River¬ 
side  “Ashless”  and  “Mammoth”  splint,  both  high  grade  West  Virginia  coals, 
report  an  improved  demand  for  these  fuels,  and  some  important  contracts  are 
about  to  be  closed.  The  firm  also  states  that  orders  this  month  for  miscel¬ 
laneous  coal,  Brazil  block,  Williamsville,  etc.,  are  more  numerous  than  in 
June. 


^  . 
*  * 


July  fourth,  1898,  will  be  memorable  forever  in  the  hearts,  memories  and 
annals  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Look  at  the  array  of  causes  for 
that  grand  day:  the  naval  victory  at  Santiago  and  capture  of  Admiral  Cervera; 
the  advance  of  General  Shafter  to  the  heights  commanding  Santiago;  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  American  troops  at  Manila,  and  the  capture  en  route  thence  of  the 
Ladrone  islands.  Truly  a  memorable  day! 


* 

*  ^ 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  N.  Mordue  rejoice  in  the  arrival  of  a  little  son,  July 
8,  1898.  Mr.  Mordue  is  the  Chicago  representative  of  Castner,  Curran  & 
Bullitt,  sole  agents  for  the  new  celebrated  Pocahontas  coal.  Master  Ralph 
Mordue’s  dainty  little  card  is  attached  with  white  satin  ribbon  to  that  of  his 
parents’.  A  friend  writes  Mr.  Mordue:  “Hope  the  little  fellow  will  soon  be 
big  enough  to  join  the  tribe  of  Pocahontas  Indians.” 

* 

The  July  number  of  the  published  by  M.  V.  Richards, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  writing  of  the  resources  of  the  South,  says  of  coal:  The 
vast  coal  beds  of  Alabama  and  Tennessee  and  other  Southern  states  are  an 
ever-increasing  source  of  revenue  to  both  the  owners  and  the  commonwealths. 
The  proximity  to  many  of  these  mines  of  workable  iron  ore-beds  enhances 
the  value  of  the  output  and  insures  an  uninterrupted  home  market.  The  cost 
of  production  is  low,  labor  plentiful  and  strikes  infrequent. 

* 

*  * 

Capt.  T.  A.  Lemmon,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Chicago,  Wilmington 
&  Vermillion  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  who  was  one  of  the 
delegates  appointed  by  Governor  Tanner  to  attend  the  International  Mining 
Congress  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  July  6  to  9,  returned  this  week.  Capt. 
Lemmon  was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Lemmon  and  his  son,  and  he  reports  the 
trip  going  and  returning  as  most  interesting.  He  says:  “The  crops  of  small 
grain  are  immense  and  corn  most  promising.  There  should  be  a  heavy  fall 
trade  in  coal  throughout  the  region  between  here  and  Colorado.  " 

* 

*  ^ 

Mr.  H.  M.  Senseny,  Bloomington,  III.,  was  m  Chicago  this  week  and  in 
conversation  with  the  writer  said:  “The  McLean  County  Coal  Co.,  whose 
mines  are  near  the  town,  are  working  their  first  vein  at  50  cents  and  the  sec¬ 
ond  vein  at  60  cents,  which  is  8  cents  less  than  the  scale.  The  new  shaft  a 
little  farther  away  is,  however,  paying  the  regular  scale.  Yes,  I  consider  the 
outlook  very  flattering  for  a  good  fall  business  in  both  anthracite  and  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal.”  As  Mr.  Senseny  has  been  connected  with  the  coal  trade  for 
many  years,  his  judgment  and  experience  carries  some  weight  with  it  and  his 
prediction  will  probably  be  verified. 

* 

*  * 

The  United  States  Navy  Department  is  calling  for  the  following  propos¬ 
als;  bids  to  be  opened  Ju'y  19.  For  .New  York  Naval  Station,  anthracite 
coal  domestic  sizes  5,475  tons,  pea  coal  3,500  and  7,200  tons  bituminous  coal.  Also 
210  tons  of  coke.  The  Navy  Hospital  call  for  900  tons  broken  and  too  to  is  of 
egg  coal.  League  Island  3,015  tons  anthracite  coal,  1,540  tons  bitumin  ins  coal . 
Philadelphia,  475  tons  anthracite.  Washington  D.  C.,  567  tons  anthracite  coal 
7,300  tons  bituminous  and  150  tons  of  coke.  Hospital,  675  anthracite;  Norfolk, 
590  tons  anthracite,  6,100  tons  bituminous  and  130  tons  of  coke;  Port  Royal  Na¬ 
val  Station,  700  tons  bituminous  coal;  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  1,785  tons  anthrac  te 
and  505  tons  bituminous;  Hospital,  140  tons  anthracite;  Boston,  2.661  tons  an¬ 
thracite  and  7,450  tons  bituminous;  Newport,  R.  I.,  5,210  tons  anthracite  and 
900tons  bituminous  coal;  Naval  Hospital,  115  tons  anthracite;  Annapolis,  Md. 
Naval  Academy,  200  tons  anthracite,  4,500  tons  bituminous  and  1,500  tons  pea 
coal. 
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Mr.  J.  F.  Stone,  general  manager  of  the  Ohio  Central  Fuel  Co.,  Columbus, 
O.,  was  a  visitor  in  Chicago  this  week. 


♦ 

*  ^ 


The  school  board  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  asks  for  bids  on  coal  and  wood, 
LaSalle  third  vein  or  equal  being  mentioned.  Proposals  will  be  received  up 
to  August  I,  1898. 


♦  ♦ 


Mr.  George  O.  Morrison,  one  of  the  most  popular  coal  salesmen  on  the 
road,  now  with  the  C  &  O  Fuel  Co.,  Cincinnati,  was  at  home  a  few  days  this 
week  after  along  and  hard  trip.  He  reports  business  good. 


* 

*  * 


The  Chicago  friends  of  Mr.  David  W.  Van  Eman,  late  president  of  the 
Irvin  Basin  Gas  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  will  greatly  regret  to  hear  that  he 
died  at  his  home  there  July  to,  after  a  brief  illness.  His  obituary  will  be 
found  on  another  page. 


♦ 

*  * 


Mr.  C.  J.  Stewart,  formerly  with  the  Winifrede  Coal  Company,  at  Coicin  - 
nali,  and  a  son  of  Mr.  E.  A.  Stewart,  the  former  manager  of  the  Winifrede 
Company,  is  now  on  the  road  for  the  Marmet-Smith  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  and  is 
sust  lining  his  reputation  as  a  hustler  for  business. 


* 

ik 


Mr.  John  H.  Jones,  of  James  Jones  &  Sons,  extensive  Pittsburg  miners 
and  shippers,  and  presidentof  the  Excelsior  Coal  Co.,  Cincinnati,  was  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati  this  weekon  business.  Mr.  ^ones  says  he  never  saw  the  local  Pitts¬ 
burg  trade  as  brisk  as  it  is  just  now.  All  the  big  mills  are  running  and  burn¬ 
ing  lots  of  coal. 


*  * 


The  miners  in  the  Pana  coal  district,  Illinois,  have  petitioned  the  state 
board  of  arbitration  to  again  attempt  an  adjustment  of  the  difficulties  existing 
between  them  and  the  operators.  So  far  the  operators  have  not  joined  in  the 
application,  nor  is  it  likely  that  they  will  do  so,  as  they  cannot  pay  the  scale  de¬ 
manded  and  continue  in  business. 


*  * 


An  important  meeting  was  held  on  Friday  the  8th  inst.  in  Philadelphia 
of  all  the  prominent  soft  coat  shippers  on  the  anthracite  seaboard.  The  or¬ 
ganization  is  formed  under  the  name  of  the  Steamship  Bunkering  Association 
of  the  North  Atlantic  Ports  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  prices  in  the  steam¬ 
ship  business  for  the  year  1899.  Mr.  W.  D.  Kelly  was  appointed  chairman  of 
the  committee  and  J.  S.  Houlton,  secretary.  Mr.  F.  S.  Landstreet  is  the  New 
York  representative  on  the  committee.  It  was  decided  at  this  meeting  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  prices  on  steamship  tr.ide  from  the  various  ports  as  follows,  no 
prices  to  be  named  until  after  the  i8th  inst.;  New  York,  $2.25  a  ton  alongside ; 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimor  ■,  $2.50  a  ton  in  bunker;  Boston,  $3  40  a  ton  over 
ship’s  rail.  The  meeting  w  is  adjou  ned  u  itil  the  14th  of  July. 


*  * 
* 


The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Railroad  have  just  published  an 
“Offici.il  Directory  and  Shippers’  Guide.”  It  is  a  directory  of  all  the  business 
houses  in  every  town  on  its  main  line  and  various  branches,  coal  dealers,  im¬ 
plement  men,  hardware  and  stoves,  grocers,  etc.,  in  short,  every  kind  of  trade 
or  calling  on  the  system.  It  is  twelve  by  fourteen  indies  and  is  handsomely 
illustrated  throughout  its  200  pages,  is  bound  in  Russia  with  gold  lettering 
and  gold-edged  leaves.  It  is  one  of  the  most  complete  and  handsomest 
shipping  guides  ever  issued  by  any  western  or  eastern  railroad,  and  is  a  fine 
specimen  of  typographical  art.  The  arrangement  of  the  advertising  cards 
and  matter  is  also  worthy  of  more  than  passing  mention,  many  of  them  being 
printed  in  several  colors.  Its  compilers  have  evinced  great  taste,  and  the 
book  shows  the  care  and  attention  which  has  been  bestowed  upon  it. 


*  * 
* 


Mr.  W.  B.  McElevey,  until  recently  manager  of  the  Chicago  branch  of 
Macfarlane  &  Co.,  Louisville,  Ky.,  has  accepted  a  position  with  Mr.  Thos. 
N.  Mordue,  agent  for  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago^ 
sales  agents  of  Pocahontas  coal.  Mr.  McElevey  is  well  and  favorably  known 
to  the  manufacturing  consumptive  trade  and  to  the  jobbers  of  this  city. 

o,* 

*  ♦ 

Advance  proofs  of  the  Lidgerwood  safety  derrick  engine  have  been 
received  by  The  Black  Diamond.  This  is  an  approved  engine  for  the  safe 
and  rapid  handling  of  both  load  and  boom  by  steam.  The  proof  sheets  are 
finely  illustrated,  showing  the  safety  attachments  and  the  difficult  method  ol 
operating  without  them.  The  Lidgerwood  Manufacturing  Co.,  96  Liberty 
street,  New  York,  will  mail  these  to  interested  parties. 

*** 

The  Societe  d’Encouragement  pour  I’lndustrie  Nationale  of  France  has 
awarded  to  Richard  P.  Rothwell,  editor  of  “The  Mineral  Industry:  Its  Statis¬ 
tics,  Technology  and  Trade,”  New  York,  a  gold  medal  in  consideration  of  the 
services  rendered  to  industry  through  the  publication  of  that  work.  This  society 
awards  annually  one  gold  medal  totheauthor,  French  or  foreign,  of  works  which 
have  exercised  the  greatest  influence  on  the  progress  of  French  industry  dur¬ 
ing  the  six  preceding  years.  This  is  an  honor  which  is  richly  deserved  and  is 
very  high  testimony.to  the  great  ability  of  Mr.  Rothwell,  and  is  the  proper  re¬ 
cognition  of  the  eminent  services  of  the  contributors  to  that  valable  statistical 
and  literary  work. 

iK  ^ 

♦ 

Mr.  T.  J.  Hudson,  Jr.,  secretary  and  manager  of  the  New  Kentucky  Coal 
Co.,  Marquette  building,  Chicago,  has  issued  a  new  circular  in  pamphlet  form 
in  which  he  says  to  coal  consumers;  "We,  as  miners  and  shippers  of  New 
Kentucky,  Buckhorn  washed  coal  and  Spaulding,wish  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  superior  ([uality  and  preparation  of  our  coals,  etc.  Don’t  forget  us  when 
laying  in  your  stock  for  the  season.  We  have  no  fear  of  holding  your  business, 
only  give  us  a  trial.  Your  business  will  increase  and  your  customers  will  be 
your  friends  if  you  buy  good  coal,  and  you  can  always  get  the  best  from  us. 
We  can  also  make  you  prices  which  can’t  be  beaten  on  Pocahontas,  smokeless 
or  Spaulding  coal.” 

ik 

*  * 

The  Kirk-Woods  Coal  Co.,  New  England  Building,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
local  contractors  for  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  sole  agents  for  the  celebrated 
Pocahontas  Smokeless  coal,  advise  they  have  again  secured  the  contract  from 
the  Board  of  Education  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  for  the  fuel  supply  of  their  insti¬ 
tutions  at  that  point  for  the  coming  season,  amounting  to  about  9,000  tons. 
Pocahontas  coal  was  first  used  by  the  Cleveland  Board  of  Education  in  1896, 
and  showed  a  saving  of  $1,400  per  annum  in  its  displacement  of  the  hard  coal 
previously  used.  That  the  value  of  Pocahontas  coal  is  appreciated  by  the 
Board  is  evidenced  by  their  having  used  no  other  coal  than  Pocahontas  since 
ts  adoption  by  them  in  1896. 


President  Ratchford  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  in  a  recent  interview 
at  Columbus,  is  reported  as  saying;  “The  Wheeling  and  Lake  Erie  road  has 
continually  made  a  practice  of  hauling  West  Virginia  at  cut  rates,  even  when 
it  knew  that  such  action  was  cutting  its  own  mines  out  of  the  field  of  possible 
competition.  This  road  h  is  been  known  to  haul  coal  from  Massillon  to  the 
lake  ports  for  less  than  loc  per  ton.  The  object  was  to  give  a  good  showing 
to  the  freight  traffic  figures  of  the  road  when  it  was  in  a  very  close  place  finan¬ 
cially.  Now  it  claims  it  can  sell  more  West  V^irginia  coal  than  it  can  of  its 
own  and  realize  a  better  profit  upon  the  haulage  of  the  West  Virginia  article 
than  upon  the  operation  of  its  own  mines.  Yet  in  any  event  as  a  result  of 
these  conditions  it  cannot  affect  our  situation  nor  the  scale.  The  Chicago 
agreement  was  made  independent  of  any  connection  with  the  traffic  associa¬ 
tion.” 


*  * 


The  Press  Clippings  Bureau  established  in  1888  by  Robert  and  Linn 
Luce,  Boston,  Ma  s  ,  in  ten  years  has  groyrn  to  mammoth  proportions.  At  the 
beginning  a  s  ng  e  reading  shelf,  one  table  and  one  chair  in  a  corner  of  an 
office  m  the  Hub  were  ample  for  the  needs  of  the  infant  industry,  where  less 
than  a  hundred  papers  were  handled,  all  from  New  England  States.  Today 
such  are  the  endless  possibilities  for  the  use  of  clippings  in  commerce  and  in 
journalism  that  the  Luces  have  large  and  efficiently  conducted  branches  in 
New  York,  C  nc.nnati  and  Denver,  from  which  they  supply  items  on  almost 
every  conceivable  subject— art,  s  ience,  literature,  economics,  etc.,  etc.  Nearly 
15,000  clippings  a  day  are  cut,  credited,  sorted  and  delivered.  Both  Robert 
and  Linn  Luce  have  been  able  newspaper  men  as  also  the  managers  at  their 
branch  offices.  What  will  not  tact,  ability,  confidence  and  application  ac¬ 
complish?  _ 

ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Bedwell,  of  Rockford,  the  present  secretary  of  the  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  has  resigned,  and  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  that  organization  July  20th  at  the  Great  Northern 
Hotel,  Chicago,  his  successor  will  be  appointed. 

Just  at  this  time  Mr.  Bedwell  is  away  from  home  so  much  that  he  finds  it 
impossible  to  give  proper  attention  to  association  matters,  and  consequently  is 
anxious  that  members  should  understand  the  situation  and  not  become  dis¬ 
satisfied  at  any  seeming  neglect  of  complaints  which  have  been  sent  to  him 
for  adjustment. 

Secretary  Bedwell  deserves  much  credit  for  the  great  tact  used  and  for 
the  efficiency  of  his  work  in  the  handling  and  adjustment  of  claims  and  com¬ 
plaints  during  the  two  years  of  his  incumbency.  On  account  of  his  long  con¬ 
nection  with  the  old  organization  he  was  eminently  fitted  for  the  secretaryship 
of  its  successor,  and  the  association  has  lost  a  good  and  faithful  officer. 

The  Coal  miners  at  Nashville,  Ill.,  are  doing  a  fair  business  for  this  tirne  of 
the  year  and  are  making  preparations  by  overhauling  machinery,  etc.,  for  a 
good  fall  business. 

The  City  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  asks  proposals  on  1,600  tons  anthracite 
coal  and  1,400  tons  Georges  Creek,  Cumberland  or  Pocahontas  coal.  Bids 
are  open  until  July  25,  1898,  City  Clerk  s  office. 
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Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interest 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


George  Banta  of  Menasha,  Wis.,  has  leased  the  coal  yards  of  Fenton  & 
Chalfant  in  that  city  and  will  open  up  a  branch  yard. 

* 

.  * 

The  Mount  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  Board  of  Education  last  evening  awarded  a  con¬ 
tract  for  575  tons  of  coal  to  Van  Orson  &  Bertineat  S4.70  a  ton  for  eg-Er  coal  and 
$3.30  for  pea  coal, 

*** 

TheJ.  H.  Loughman  Transfer  line  and  the  Hubbard  &  Loughman  coal  and 
wood  business  have  been  consolidated  under  one  management,  with  a  general 
office  at  the  corner  of  Tuttand  Main  streets.  South  Bend,  Ind. 

* 

The  Atkinson  Coal  Co.,  Newburyport,  Mass.,  is  building  a  coal  shed,  75 

by  20  feet,  one  story  high,  on  the  land  back  of  the  custom  house.  The  building 

IS  situated  about  six  feet  from  the  railroad  tracks,  and  it  will  be  possible  to 

transfer  coal  from  cars  into  the  shed  with  less  shoveling. 

* 

:k 

Proposals  for  coal  for  the  public  schools  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  N.  Y., 
for  the  ensuing  year  will  be  received  by  the  undersigned  up  to  September  8. 
All  coal  to  be  properly  screened,  weighed  and  delivered  in  the  bins  of  the 
several  buildings  under  the  direction  of  the  janitors.  The  right  to  reject 
any  or  all  bids  is  reserved.  Geo.  B.  Stover,  Chairman  Supplv  .Committee, 
Board  of  Education. 


The  following  bids  for  the  supply  of  3>ooo  tons  of  coal  for  the  city  gas 
works  of  Hamilton,  Ohio,  were  received:  Queen  City  Coal  Co.— 3,000  tons, 
second  pool  Youghiogheny,  §1.96  per  ton;  barge  run,  $1.87;  mine  run,  $1.74. 
F.  J.  Straub  &  Co. — Second  pool  Youghiogheny,  doubled  screened,  $1.95  per 
ton;  run  of  barge,  S1.85;  run  of  mine,  $1.75.  Steffe  Wirtz  Coal  Co.-Uouble 
screen  lump  $2.05;  barge  run,  $1.95;  mine  run,$i.8o.  Excelsior  Coal  Co.- 
Double  screen  lump,  $2.08;  run  of  barge,  $1.90;  run  of  mine,  $1.88.  The 
award  will  be  awarded  later. 

*  * 

When  the  proposed  improvements  which  T.  A.  Harty  of  Torrington,  Conn., 
IS  now  having  prepared  by  architect  C.  D.  Janssen,  are  completed,  his  coal  and 
wood  yard  with  its  improved  facilities  for  the  storing  and  carting  of  fuel,  will 
be  one  of  the  finest  in  that  section  of  Connecticut.  Mr.  Harty  is  to  erect  in 
his  new  yards  a  big  coal  shed  of  the  most  approved  type,  with  a  capacity  for 
2,500  tons, and  in  addition  he  will  build  two  elevators,  one  for  hoisting  and  car- 
rying  the  coal  from  the  cars  on  his  siding  to  the  big  shed,  and  the  other  to  carry 
sawed  wood  from  the  saw  to  the  wood  shed. 


DULUTH  AND  SUPERIOR. 

July  13,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  war  has  struck  the  herd  of  the  lakes.  The  wholesale 
price  has  been  dropped  from  $5.00  to  $4.25  a  ton.  This  makes  the  retail  price 
h  ere  S5.00.  This  has  not  stimulated  trade  much,  for  people  now  that  they  have 
a  big  cut  think  there  will  be  a  still  further  one  and  are  holding  off.  The  coal 
men  are  not  particularly  anxious  that  purchases  shall  be  heavy,  for  they  look 
for  an  adjustment  of  the  difficulty  and  the  restoration  of  the  price. 

Hocking  co  il  holds  firm  at  $2.25,  to  which  price  it  was  advanced  last  week 
and  there  is  no  reason  to  look  for  anythin  j  except  possib  y  a  further  advance. 
Youghiogheny  coal  sells  at  S2.35. 

Next  Saturday  the  school  board  of  Duluth  will  open  bids  for  supplying 
coal  for  the  school  buildings  in  the  city. 


MINNESOTA  WANTS  PROPOSALS  FOR  COAL. 

The  state  purchasing  committee  of  Minnesota  at  St.  Paul  has  sent  out  its 
call  for  bids  on  coal  for  the  state  institutions  during  the  year  ensuing  from 
Aug.  I.  The  bids  call  for  the  first  grade  of  Illinois,  Youghiogheny  and  Mans- 
held,  delivered  f.  o.  b.  on  the  grounds  at  the  various  institutions. 

Following  are  the  amounts  called  for  to  supply  the  several  institutions: 

Hospital  at  St.  Peter  5,000  tons  Youghiogheny;  30  tons  anthracite,  grate; 
250  tons  anthracite,  stove;  30  tons  anthracite,  egg. 

Hospital  at  Rochester — 5,500  tons  Youghiogheny;  300  tons  anthracite, 
stove;  50  tons  anthracite,  nut. 

Hospital  at  Fergus  Falls— 6,000  tons  Hocking  Valley;  200  tons  anthracite, 
stove. 

Capitol,  St.  Paul — 400  tons  Pocahontas  or  New  River. 

Faribault  D.  D.  and  B.  Institute — 6,000  tons  Youghiogheny;  40  tons  an¬ 
thracite,  egg;  20  tons  anthracite,  nut. 

State  Training  School,  Red  Wing — 2,000  tons  Youghiogheny;  50  tons  an¬ 
thracite,  egg. 

Soldiers  Home,  Minnehaha — 2,100  tons  Youghiogheny;  120  tons  anthra¬ 
cite. 

Reformatory,  St.  Cloud — 200  tons  Youghiogheny;  60  tons  anthracite,  egg; 
30  tons  Cumberland. 

University  at  Minneapolis — 25  tons  coke,  Connellsville;  25  tons  anthracite, 
egg;  10  tons  Cumberland. 

Experiment  Station,  St.  Anthony  Park — 100  tons  Hocking  Valley;  700 
tons  pea;  100  tons  anthracite,  stove;  lo  tons  anthracite,  nut. 

State  Public  School,  Owatonna — 1,100  tons  Illinois  (Wilmington,  La  Salle 
or  Spring  Valley);  125  tons  anthracite,  stove. 


In  a  fire  this  week  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  the  offices  of  the  Collier-Budd 
Coal  Co.  were  burned  and  contents  badly  damaged. 


The  Anthracite  Coal  Operators’  Association  of  New  York  in  its  Julv  letter 
has  the  following  to  say  in  regard  to  discrimination:  In  regard  to  freight 
rates  it  means  a  charge  of  unequal  rates  or  the  granting  of  unequal  facilities 
to  one  shipper  as  compared  with  others  for  the  transportation  of  goods  of  the 
same  class  an  equal  distance  under  like  circumstances. 

One  contract,  taken  in  Detroit,  allowed  $3.44  net  at  Buffalo.  In  Chicago 

the  best  price  is  ^4-50  or  $S*04  por  gross  ton.  The  all  rail  rate  to  this 
point  is  quoted  at  $3.50.  The  rate  by  lake  is  as  follows: 

Dock  charges  at  Buffalo . $  30 

Vessel  freights .  22 

Yardage  and  commissions,  Chicago .  i  12 

Insurance .  or 


Deducting  this  from  the  selling  price,  S5.04,  leaves  $3.37  at  Buffalo  The 
average  selling  price  at  the  mines  m  the  Wyoming  region,  for  chestnut,  stove 
and  egg,  in  the  proportion  of  the  output  of  each,  under  the  present  tidewater 
contracts,  is  $2.23.  Deducting  this  leaves  gi. 14  for  freight  from  the  mines  to 
Buffalo,  as  against  $2.2S,  the  regular  rate,  or  $2,  which  may  be  charged  for 
shipments  going  forward  by  lake. 

In  the  Buffalo  contracts  the  bid  of  S3.66  per  ton  net,  or  $4.09  per  gross 
ton,  for  stove  coal,  less  48  cents  for  cartage  and  commission,  equals  $3.61 
delivered.  This  coal  sells  at  the  breaker,  under  the  tidewater  contracts  for 
$2.32,  thus  leaving  $1.29  for  freight.  There  is  another  point  here  which  is 
interesting.  If  a  railroad  is  hauling  anthracite  from  mines  to  Buffalo,  265 
miffis,  at  $1.04  per  ton,  or  four  mills  per  ton  per  mile,  is  it  not  showing  further 
and  unjust  discrimination  when  it  demands  §1.60  for  a  haul  of  145  miles  to 
tidewater,  or  eleven  mills  per  ton  per  mile? 

These  questions  of  discrimination  are  of  steadily  growing  importance  and 
unquestionably  worthy  of  careful  ani  exhaustive  study.  They  involve  vari¬ 
ous  methods  of  bookkeeping,  but  fortunately,  in  the  eves  of  the  law,  a  book- 
keeping  fiction  does  not  always  offer  a  reliable  shelter  from  wrong-doing. 


DISSECTING  A  PIECE  OF  COAL. 


In  a  note  recently  communicated  to  the  Paris  Academie  des  Sciences,  M. 
H.  Couriot  suggests  a  novel  use  for  the  X-rays.  Professor  Roentgen’s  dis¬ 
covery  has  already  proved  of  great  service  in  surgery,  but  M.  Couriot  suggests 
that  the  rays  mayproveas  efficient  in  showing  the  intimate  structure  or  silice¬ 
ous  skeleton  of  our  coals  as  they  are  in  defining  the  calcareous  skeletons  of 
animals.  He  states  that  by  means  of  a  powerful  Crookes  tube  and  a  fluores¬ 
cent  screen  it  is  easy  to  determine  the  purity  of  a  fuel.  Carbon  in  all  its 
forms  is  exceedingly  transparent  to  the  rays,  while  silicia  and  silicates  are 
opaque;  and  on  placing  a  lump  of  coal  between  the  tube  and  the  screen,  all 
the  intimate  details  of  the  slag  and  clinker-forming  portions  of  the  fuel  at 
once  appear.  M.  Couriot  has  tested  in  this  way  anthracite  coal,  lignite,  peat, 
coke  and  block  fuel.  The  finest  particles  of  silicate,  though  quite  invisible  to 
the  eye,  show  up  at  once  on  the  screen  as  dark  spots  or  bands  upon  a  bright 
ground.  The  differences  in  the  quality  of  a  series  of  coals  can  be  traced  step 
by  step,  showing  at  once  the  variations  in  the  purity  of  the  fuel.  The  conglo¬ 
merate  structure  of  block  fuel  is  clearly  exhibited,  while  with  coke  the  parti- 
cles  of  iron  sulphide  are  indicated  by  black  spots  on  the  fluorescent  imao'e. 
C  irbon  is  so  transparent  that  it  is  unnecessary  that  the  samples  should  l^e 
regular  blocks,  as  rough  lumps,  the  sides  of  which  usually  follow  the  natural 
planes  of  cleavage  of  the  coal,  serve  perfectly  well.  M.  Couriot  has  taken 
radiayraphs  with  specimens  inches  to  2  inches  thick,  the  coil  used  having 
a  spark  10  inches  long,  and  the  exposure  being  five  minutes. 


CONGRESSIONAL  LEGISLATION  FOR  LABOR  DISPUTES. 

Both  houses  of  congress  have  passed  the  bill  providing  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  board  of  commissioners,  which  primarly  is  intended  for  the  peace¬ 
able  adjustment  of  all  labor  disputes. 

The  bill  provides  for  a  permant  commission  of  nineteen  members 
which  shall  investigate  industrial  conditions  in  all  countries,  and  of 
course,  particularly  in  this  country,  recommending  legislation  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  labor  conditions  and  to  use  all  legitimate  influences  for  the  adjustment 
of  labor  disputes. 

Ex-Congressman  Phillips,  of  New  Castle,  Pa.,  has  been  indefatigable  in 
his  efforts  to  have  legislation  of  this  character  passed,  and  they  have  at  last 
Leen  crowned  with  success.  He  is  very  actively  engaged  in  large  business 
enterprises  which  fully  take  up  his  time;  it  is  not  known  therefore  how  he 
stands  as  to  taking  an  active  part  as  one  of  the  commissioners,  but  it  is  to  be 
hoped  he  will  become  the  chairman  of  it.  His  hard  work  for  the  furtherance 
of  this  legislation,  and  his  extended  knowledge  of  labor  and  labor  legislation 
eminently  fits  him  for  the  position. 

If  the  commission  is  composed  of  competent  men,  its  labors  should  result 
m  great  go  id  both  to  employers  and  employees.  The  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  district 
will  feel  the  effects  of  its  workings  more  than  any  other  section  of  the  country, 
being  the  largest  manufacturing  center.  If  the  coal  operators  can  have  their 
burdens  lightened  in  the  frequent  disagreements  with  the  miners,  it  will  be 
something  to  be  devoutly  thankful  for;  not  to  mention  the  ironand  steel 
workers,  glass  employes  and  others.— Coal  and  Coke. 


The  Huntingdon  and  Broad  Top  Mountain  Railroad  Coal  Co.  makes  the 
following  statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported  over  the  road  for  the 

week  ending  July  9,  1898,  and  previously  during  the  year: 


Broad  Top,  tons .  6,004 

Cumberland,  tons . 28,358 


,  'Total . 34,363 

Increase . 


vV  eek 

Total  for 

Total  for 

1898. 

year  1898. 

year  1897. 

234,665 

219,468 

.28,358 

79S,267 

800,000 

•34.363 

1,029,932 

1,019,478 

10,454 
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DEATH  OF  DAVID  AV.  VAN  EMAN,  PITTSHURO. 


It  is  with  much  regret  that  we  chronicle  the  unexpected  death  of  Mr. 
David  W.  Van  Eman,  at  his  h  )in  i  719  College  avenue,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  July  'o, 
i8q8  at  the  age  of  ^5.  Mr.  Van  Eman  had  been  ailing  for  several  weeks,  but 
itS’s  not  until  a  wek  before  his  decease  that  his  condition  became  serious. 

His  death  came  as  a  severe  shock,  as  his  friends  had  hope  o  his  re¬ 

covery.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  his  late  residence  July  12,  and  the  re¬ 
mains  were  interred  in  the  Homewood  cemetery. 

David  W.  Van  Eman  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1863,  and  was  a  son  oj  jbs 

Thos  B  Van  Eman,  a  Presbyterian  minister  of  Canonsburg,  Pa.  Until  last 

year  he  was  general  manager  of  the  Pittsburg  &  Chicago  Gas  Coal  Co..  «  hich 
position  he  resigned  to  assume  the  presidency  of  the  Irvin  Basin  Gas  Coal  Co. 

^  In  1888  Mr.  \^an  Eman  was  married  to  Miss  Minnie  Laverty,  Findley, 
Ohio,  who  with  two  children,  a  boy  and  girl,  survive  him. 

Market  Review  continued  from  f>age  6j. 
dock  coal  has  had  no  effect  there,  except  to  cause  a  good  deal 
of  comment.  Shipments  of  coal  westward  by  lake  for  the  week 
ending  July  9,  aggregated  39,700  tons,  against  44.900  tons  for  the 
previous  week,  distributed  as  follows:  Chicago,  9,400  tons,  Mil¬ 
waukee,  7,650  tons;  Duluth,  9,800  tons;  Fort  William,  3,600  tons; 
Gladstone,  1,000  tons:  Superior,  3,oootons;  Marquette,  3,96010ns; 
Saginaw,  940  tons;  Grand  Marais,  250;  and  Pequanmng  100  tons. 
Freight  is  unchanged  at  20  cents,  the  rate  to  Saginaw  is  35  cents. 

Our  Detroit  correspondent  reports  that  market  is  in  very  good 
shape  for  this  time  of  the  year.  There  is  not  much  coal  moving, 
but  all  sales  are  made  on  a  uniform  basis,  which  is  fairly  satis¬ 
factory  to  producers  and  shippers.  As  the  recent  drop  in  prices 
at  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Duluth  are  on  water  coal,  they  do  not 
in  any  way  affect  all-rail  business.  Bituminous  coal  is  in  bad 
shape  owing  to  the  conflict  between  different  producing  interests. 

Cincinnati  advices  are  that  there  is  little  life  in  any  department 
of  the  coal  trade  just  now.  Wholesale  prices  are  well  maintained 
on  soft  coal,  but  at  retail  they  are  badly  demoralized.  Nut  and 
slack  are  scarce  and  very  little  to  be  had  at  any  price. 

Pittsburg  advices  are  that  the  local  demand  for  coal  is  fair  tor 
industrial  purposes.  The  fourth  pool  mines  on  the  river  are  run- 
nin<T  full,  the  third  pool  is  almost  half  occupied  and  the  second 
is  doing  very  little.  Shipments  to  the  lakes  are  large,  but  the 
railroad  mines  are  not  running  steadily.  West  Virginia  competi¬ 
tion  is  being  severely  felt. 

AN  UNLOADER  FOR  COAL. 

A  commercial  invention  of  decided  practical  convenience  m  its  PU^Pose 
and  operation  has  been  brought  forward  by  Clark  Chase,  of  Fall  River,  Mass, 
—an  apparatus  of  simple  construction,  designed  to  unload  coal  or  gram  from 
vessels^and  convey  it  into  bins  in  yard  or  shed  or  into  other  vessels 
The  bucket  or  scoop  of  the  machine  is  worked  upon  a  wire  cable 
and  can  be  moved  at  any  angle,  and  among  the  advantages  claimed  for 
the  arrangement  prominence  is  given  to  the  fact  that  it  will  raise  coal  50 
feet  in  the  air,  carry  it  500  feet  distant,  then  lower  it  to  the  surface  and  dump 
It  without  any  breakage,  this  being,  of  course,  a  very  important  gam  over  the 

^^^^t  will  also  take  up  the  same  coal  and  carry  it  back  into  the  vessel  when 
desired  or  load  it  into  cars  or  teams,  carrying  it  in  any  direction.  It  will 
likewise  take  coal  from  any  bin  in  the  shed  and  convey  to  a  hopper,  where  it 
can  be  screened,  thus  saving  all  hand  screening  m  the  yard;  and,  in  addition 
is  adapted  for  coaling  ships  from  cargoes  at  sea  or  m  harbor,  and  will  take 
coal  from  piles  at  coal  stations  for  deposit  wherever  desired. 

AVESTERN  FOAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 

The  best  Scranton  anthracite  coal  is  selling  at  $5  retail  in  Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

The  Oskaloosa  Coal  Go.,  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  is  preparing  to  sink  ^  new  coal 
shaft  on  Coal  Creek. 

The  Alpine  shaft,  Baldwin,  Colo.,  is  hoisting  250  tons  of  cosl  daily,  and 
when  orders  come  in  can  almost  double  that. 

Proposals  are  asked  by  the  Southern  Illinois  Penitentiary  at  Menard  for 
coal  for  one  year.  Bids  are  open  until  August  5,  1898. 

Charles  Roddis  has  leased  the  coal  bank  at  Ipava,  Ill.,  from  his  brother, 
Robert  Roddis,  and  will  run  it  this  summer  and  fall. 

Some  of  the  miners  in  the  block  coal  district,  Brazil,  Ind.,  have  struck 
against  the  contract  system,  notably  the  McIntosh  Coal  Co. 

The  Co-operative  Coal  Co.,  Bartonville,  Ill.,  celebrated  the  glorious  fourth 
of  July  in  grand  style  at  Straesser’s  Grove  adjoining  their  mines. 

The  Somers  Coal  Co.,  of  Chesaning,  Mich.,  have  asked  the  board  of  public 
works  to  test  their  coal  with  a  view  of  bidding  to  supply  the  city  with  coal. 

The  Gonzales  Canon  Coal  Company,  Aquilar,  Colo.,  resumed  operations 
last  week  with  a  good  force  of  men,  after  having  been  closed  down  over  two 
months. 

The  Pana  mines,  Pana,  Ill.,  remain  closed  and  the  lockout  is  just  as  tight 
as  it  has  been  for  several  months.  Four  of  the  largest  mines  m  the  state  are 
in  this  district. 


The  material  is  arriving  for  the  coal  shaft  to  be  sunk  on  the  Cheney  farm, 
Bridgeport  township,  Saginaw  County,  Mich.;  alsothat  for  another  shaft  on  the 
Benjamin  farm. 

The  Crow  Island  Coal  Company,  Saginaw,  Mich.,  has  resunaed  opera¬ 
tions  at  the  shaft  which  has  been  started  at  Crow  Island.  The  work  of  sink¬ 
ing  the  shaft  will  proceed  with  the  utmost  dispatch. 

Evansville,  Ind.,  asks  proposals  for  coal  for  the  public  schools,  bids  on 
which  will  be  received  until  3  p  m.  July  18,  1898.  Bituminous  coal  only  is 
called  for  in  the  proposals. 

Mr.  Hugh  Murray.  Nashville.  Ill.,  has  surrendered  his  lease  of  the  Valley 
lV  Gulf  coal  mines  at  Spana.  The  mines  have  been  leased  to  parties  in  Du 
Quoin,  who  will  soon  put  in  a  large  force  of  miners,  they  h.iving  secured  a 
l.irge  contrart  for  furnishing  coal  to  the  Iron  Mountain  R.  R. 

The  citizens  of  Troy,  near  Edwardsville.  III.  are  active  in  an  endeavor  to 
secure  a  new  coal  mine.  The  purpose  is  to  organize  a  local  company  to  oper¬ 
ate  the  shaft.  A  committee  is  now  at  work  seeking  a  suitable  location. 

The  Kolb  Coal  Co  ,  Mascoutah.  Ill.,  is  considering  the  advisability  of  put- 
tine  in  mining  machines.  This  company  has  a  very  fine  vein  of  coal, 
and  it  is  their  intention  to  go  out  after  trade  stronger  than  they  have  ever 
done. 

W  H.  Simpson,  Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  has  been  awarded  a  contract  by 
the  supply  committee  of  the  school  board  at  Milwaukee  Wis.,  to  furnish  the 
scLols  with  6,000  tons  of  Pocahontas  coal  at  $2.64  a  ton.  Mr.  Simpson  was  the 
lowest  bidder. 

The  Assumption  coal  mines  at  Hillsboro,  Ill.,  resumed  work  last  week 
after  lying  idle  for  three  months.  The  union  men  refused  to  go  down  unless 
none  but  union  men  were  employed  and  their  places  are  to  be  filled  with  non¬ 
union  men  if  they  stay  out. 

On  Saturday,  July  2.  the  big  coal  yards  of  William  Pugh,  Racine.Wis  con¬ 
taining  20  000  tons  of  anthracite  coal,  caught  fire,  and  the  immense  sheds, 
hoisting  machinery,  etc.,  were  destroyed.  The  coal  was  valued  at  $75,000, 
insured,  as  was  also  the  sheds,  etc. 

The  striking  miners  at  the  Owosso  Coal  &  Mining  Co  s.  pl^t  Owosso, 
Mich  ,  have  returned  to  work.  The  manager  of  the  mines,  R- E.  Travis,  con- 
Sded  some  points  to  the  men,  but  for  the  benefit  of  all  allowed  them  to  return 
to  work,  they  accepting  his  scale  of  wages. 

The  Commercial  Union  of  New  Ulm,  Minn.,  has  decided  to  apply  at  once 
to  the  state  railroad  commission  for  relief  on  overcharges  of  25  cents  on  coal 
from  Duluth  to  this  point.  They  have  twice  previously  warned  the  railroad 
companies,  to  which  they  have  paid  practically  no  attention. 

The  action  of  the  Dutch  Hill  Coal  Co.,  New  Athens,  Ill.,  in  allowing  its 
employes  to  become  stockholders  and  share  the  profits,  does  not  necessarily 

the  earnings  of  the  company  are  either  large  or  small,  but  it  is  only  one  of 
the  many  small  business  enterprises  of  our  land  that  find  it  impossible  to  cope 
with  the  large  monopolies  without  haying  the  co-operation  of  their  employees. 
In  this  way  they  obtain  it. 

The  Union  Coal  Company  of  Du  Quoin,  Ill.,  have  leased  the  Valley  and 
Gulf  mire-,  at  Sparta  and  taken  possession.  They  have  a  contract  to  furnish 
the  Bonne  Terr  ■  Co.,  of  Missouri,  (too  car  loads  of  coal  a  month.  J.  M.  Brown- 

Dres'dent  C.  A.  Wall  and  C.  Maloney,  of  DuQuoin,  met  with  the  miners 
uMon  at  Spar’a  on  the  4th,  and  made  satisfactory  terms  with  them  for  a  year  s 
Lady  work.  Employment  will  be  giyen  to  150  miners. 

Mr  Morgan  Thomas  has  made  an  extended  inspection  of  the  Christy  coal 
mine  mproviments  in  the  Des  Moines.  la.,  district  and  has  endorsed  them. 
T^eVconsist  of  an  extended  tail  rope  of  500  feet,  which  in  plain  English  means 
the  construction  of  apparatus  to  conyey  coal  from  the  mine  corridors  to  the 
shaft  and  the  construction  of  improyed  ventilation  apparatus,  etc.  The  im¬ 
provements  will  cost  perhaps  $1,000.  The  mine  runs  four  and  a  half  days  a 
week  and  is  in  good  condition. 

A  meeting  of  the  coal  operators  of  Iowa  was  held  at  DesMoines  this  week 
to  eLL^or  to  raise  the  price  of  coal  produced  in  the  state,  but  as  the  mine 
nwLrs  of  Webster  County  refused  to  sign  the  agreement,  the  attempt  was 
failure  About  fifty  of  the  operators,  however  organized  a  state  associatmn. 
W  W  Oliver  of  Centerville  was  elected  president  and  John  Gibson.  Des 
Moines  secretary.  The  object  of  the  organization  is  to  secure  favorable  legisla- 
ion,  better  rates  M  transportation  and  higher  prices  for  coal. 

State  Coal  Mine  Inspector  Noah  Young,  of  Wyoming  with  offices  at 
CheveLe  has  paid  an  official  visit  to  the  miners  of  Red  Canon  and  Rock 
SnFngs  He  reports  the  mines  in  excellent  condition  and  that  the  coal  trade 
wlTnlvcr  better  in  Wyoming  at  this  season  of  the  year  than  at  present.  All 
X^mines  of  Red  Canon  and  the  No.  i  rnine  at  Rock  Springs  are  working 
full  tiiL  an  almost  unprecedented  state  of  facts  for  this  season.  The  Rock 
Springs  No.  i  mine  is  shipping  over  2,000  tons  of  coal  daily. 

“Coal  has  been  for  many  years  one  of  the  principal  products  and  sources 
of  wealth  of  Washington,  and  its  importance  grows  yearly  with  the  general 
LSpment  of  the  state  and  the  extension  of  its  trade  relations  with  other 
Lates  aL  with  foreign  countries.  Every  additional  steamer  plying  from 
Washington  and  every  additional  train  run  on  the  transcontinental  anff  local 
raiSf  is  a  new  customer  for  Washington’s  coal.  The  production  has  in- 
Lased  and  will  continue  to  increase  as  the  market  grows  and  widens,  says 
the  Post-Intelligencer  of  Seattle. 

The  Salt  Lake  City  Herald  says:  Hon.  Theodore  Bruback,  president  of 

the  Sterling  Coal  Company,  operating  at  Morrison,  in  the  Sanpete  country, 
Utah  r  eeling  highly  pleased  over  the  fact  that  within  the  pa^t  few  days  a 
ffi  e  body  of  excellent  coal  has  been  disclosed  in  the  workings  of  the  property, 
hLLtes  that  in  the  face  of  the  long  working  tunnel  a  vein  of  20  feet  has 
been  cut  ffito  14  feet  of  which  is  a  solid  body  of  black  diamonds  while  the  in- 
SioL  are’thlt  as  the  workings  are  pushed  further  into  the  hill  the  whole  of 
the  20-foot  vein  will  be  one  mass  of  good  shipping  coal. 
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COAL  FREIGHT  RATES. 

The  July  letter  of  the  Anthracite  Coal  Operators’  Association  of  New 
York  says;  Those  who  are  thoroughly  informed  in  matters  pertaining  to  the 
production  and  marketing  of  bituminous  coal  have  stated  that  the  tendency 
for  years  past  has  been  toward  lower  prices,  and  that  the  railroads  handling 
it  cannot  pay  the  actual  cost  from  the  freight  they  receive.  The  lowest  price 
at  which  bituminous  coal  will  be  sold,  or  for  which  it  will  transported,  has  ev¬ 
idently  not  yet  been  named,  nor  will  any  change  in  the  ownership  or  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  soft  coal  carrying  railroads  have  a  permanent  effect  in  advancing 
prices. 


This  then  is  the  condition  which  confronts  the  anthracite  industry.  The 
production  of,  and  market  for,  chestnuhand  the  larger  sizes  was  no  greater  in 
1897  than  in  1887,  an  interval  of  ten  years,  though  in  this  period  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  country  increased  12,000,000,  or  20%.  There  is  necessity  for  a  ma¬ 
terial  reduction  in  the  excessive  freight  rates  which  the  railroads  are  charging, 
and  which  are  not  only  contracting  the  market  for  the  fuel,  but  also,  in  so  do¬ 
ing,  depreciating  the  future  value  of  the  coal  remaining  in  the  ground.  A 
continuation  of  the  present  policy  can  have  but  one  end,  and  that  is  to  place  an¬ 
thracite  in  the  category  of  expensive  luxuries  which  will  be  purchased  by  the 
comparatively  wealthy  and  only  when  times  are  prosperous. 
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EASTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


The  official  estimate  of  total  shipments  of  anthracite  coal  during  June  is 
Uooo.ooo  tons.  The  production  for  the  first  half  of  1898  is  16,160.000  tons, 
against  16,111,000  tons  for  1897. 

The  gross  earnings  of  the  Pleasant  V'alley  Coal  Co.  for  May  were  $48,777. 
an  increase  of  $19,909;  operating  expenses,  $40,250;  increase,  $13,232;  and  net 
earnings,  $8,527;  increase,  $6,677. 

The  output  of  coal  at  the  Boston  &  Maine  railroad  wharf  at  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.,  during  the  month  of  June  was  only  20,000  tons,  a  slight  decrease  as 
compared  with  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year. 

The  property  of  the  Crooksville  Coal  &  Sand  Co..  Crooksville,  Ohio,  was 
sold  last  week  by  Sheriff  Stallsmith  under  an  execution  from  the  Muskingum 
county  courts.  Attorney  Crew,  of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  was  the  purchaser. 

The  Reading  Company  discovered  an  outcropping  vein  of  coal  just  south 
of  Barney’s  at  Pottsville,  Pa.,  about  ten  feet  in  thickness.  The  coal  will  be 
mined  by  means  of  a  stripping  operation,  work  upon  which  will  begin  m  a  few 
weeks. 

River  operators  on  the  Monongahela  do  not  seem  to  be  apprehensive  over 
the  procosed  general  strike  of  river  miners.  One  of  them  said  yesterday  that 
th  re  was  enough  coal  on  hand  to  last  90  days,  and  a  strike  at  this  time  would 
nut  retard  what  little  business  there  is  to  be  done. 

A  miners’  strike  is  threatened  at  Scott  Haven  &  Shaners  in  the  Pittsburg 
district.  At  the  former  place  the  men  in  No.  i  are  out,  and  at  No.6at  Shaners 
the  men  struck  for  42  cents,  but  50  are  at  work  at  the  old  rate.  It  is  claimed 
the  men  are  getting  10  cents  less  a  ton  than  m  the  Irwin  district. 

Francis  L.  Parker,  Lieutenant  of  the  5th  Massachusetts  regiment  who  had 
received  orders  to  report  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  for  appointment  as  aid  on  the 
staff  ol  llrig.-Gen.  William  A.  Bancroft,  left  for  his  new  duties  last  week. 
Lieut.  Parker  is  treasurer  of  the  Hanson  &  Parker  Coal  Co.,  limited,  Boston, 
Mass. 

The  Pittsburg  and  Western  Railroad  has  tested  the  new  steel  cars,  built 
for  hauling  coal  and  iron  ore.  A  number  of  the  cars  were  sent  to  the  Eureka 
mines,  near  Pittsburg,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  loaded  with 
coal.  ’  It  was  found  that  the  cars  could  easily  carry  57,000  to  58,000  pounds 
of  coal. 

The  strike  of  employees  of  the  Semet-Solvay  Coke  Co.  at  Dunbar,  Pa., 
was  amicably  settled  today.  The  company  agreed  to  give  the  men  an  advance 
of  10  per  cent,  to  take  effect  immediately,  and  agreed  to  give  another  increase 
of  10  per  cent  as  soon  as  the  furnace  is  put  in  blast.  The  plant  is  again  in 
operation. 

The  Johnson  Coal  Company,  near  Fayette  City,  Pa.,  has  purchased  the 
coal  underlying  the  farm  of  George  W.  Martin  in  Washington  township  for 
$20  000,  and  will  put  down  at  once  two  shafts  at  the  head  of  the  hollow  just  be¬ 
low’  Fayette  City.  From  H.  N.  Liston,  of  Uniontown,  for  $4,883.20,  62.82  acres 
have  been  bought. 

The  anthracite  stocks  at  Philadelphia  were  unfavorably  affected  by  the 
development  of  an  open  cut  by  the  Lackawanna  Company  of  50  cents  per  ton 
on  stove  coal  at  New  York  for  domestic  uses  and  $i  per  ton  from  the  circular 
for  western  shipment,  the  company  quoting  $4  for  grate  and  $4.25  for  egg  and 
stove  on  cars  and  in  the  yard. 

The  strike  of  the  coal  miners  in  Mercer  and  Butler  county.  Pa.,  was 
broken  last  week.  A  large  number  of  the  old  miners  at  Grove  City  mines,  re- 
inlorced  by  new  men,  have  resu  ned  work.  The  operators  say  the  majority  of 
the  mines  will  be  in  operation  in  a  short  time.  About  4,000  miners  have  been 
out  in  the  district  about  three  months. 

The  coal  traffic  at  Pittsburg  is  getting  into  a  normal  condition.  It  has 
been  backward  during  the  summer,  but  now  orders  for  the  lake  trade  are  be- 
i.  inning  to  be  filled,  and  the  railroads  are  feeling  the  pressure  m  a  demand  for 
cars.  The  railroads  are  not  quite  in  shape  to  deliver  all  the  cars  called  for  at 
coal  tipples.  The  lake  coal  trade  will  begin  to  boom  by  the  end  of  July. 

First  Vice-President  John  P.  Green,  first  assistant  to  President  Samuel 
Rea  Engineer  of  Branch  Lines  J.  U.  Crawford  and  Director  George  Wood, 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.,  with  Vice-President  General  Isaac  J.  Wis- 
tar  and  Secretary  George  H.  Ross,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  &  Coa.1  Co.’s 
are  making  a  tour  of  inspection  of  the  Co.’s  coal  property  at  Shamokin,  Ly- 
kens  and  Sunbury. 

A  strike  among  the  miners  in  the  Patton  district,  Altoona,  Pa.,  is  an  early 
probability,  as  the  general  use  of  machines  has  cut  down  the  wages  of  the  men 
so  low  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  make  a  living.  The  men  have  asked  for 
a  raise  of  eight  cents  a  ton  for  mining  after  the  machines,  but  the  operators 
replied  that  the  price  they  received  for  their  coal  would  not  allow  any  higher 
wages  than  are  being  paid. 


At  Hazleton,  Pa.,  the  Mine  Foreman’s  Examining  Board  completed  the 
examination  of  the  papers  of  the  thirteen  applicants  for  foreman’s  certificates 
this  afiernoon.  The  following  passed :  Evan  Williams.  Hazleton;  Thomas 
Miller,  Nesquehoning;  William  T.  Morgan,  Audenreid;  William  Renshaw, 
Jeddo;  Hugh  McGarry,  Nesquehoning;  Conrad  Greising,  Jeddo;  Michael 
Smith,  Nesquehoning;  Henry  Fox,  Jeddo. 

Something  like  200  miners  at  the  Dunlevy  mine  of  Blyth  Coal  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burg,  have  gone  on  strike  for  an  advance  of  eight-tenths  of  a  cent  a  ton. 
They  were  getting  52  cents  per  ton  over  i  X-inch  scrien,  and  now  claim 
thev  should  get  52.8  cents  according  to  the  Chicago  agreement.  The  strike  is 
a  senseless  one.  The  idea,  striking  for  eight-tenths  of  a  cent  per  ton.  A  man 
will  dig  about  five  tons  of  coal  a  day,  and  his  increase  in  wages  according  to 
that  would  be  about  4  cents. 

The  official  estimate  of  the  total  shipments  of  anthracite  coal  during  the 
month  of  June  is  3,000,000  tons.  This  amount,  while  exceeding  the  “recom¬ 
mended”  output  by  250,000  tons,  compares  with  2,920,024  tons  m  June,  1897; 
3,314,190,  June,  1896;  3,777,644,  June,  1895;  and  5,112,358  tons  June.  1894. 
I  hough  the  trade  has  been  duller  this  year  than  last,  and  a  policy  of  restriction 
carried  on,  the  production  for  the  first  half  of  189815  16,160.000  tons,  against 
16,1 1 1,000  for  the  same  period  of  1897.  Comparisons  with  previous  years  serve 
to  show  strikingly  how  the  trade  has  lost  ground  from  competition  with  bitu¬ 
minous  and  gas.  Thus  in  the  first  half  of  1896  there  were  produced  18,900,000 
tons,  and  in  1895,  20,900,000  tons.  This  year  to  date  is  nearly  30  per  cent  be¬ 
hind  1895,  and  yet  it  has  not  been  possible  to  maintain  prices  at  the  figures 
named  by  the  companies. 

The  public  schools  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  are  again  receiving  coal  this  sum¬ 
mer  by  measure  instead  of  by  weight,  as  formerly.  It  was  estimated  by  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  Supplies,  J.  F.  Morgan,  that  at  least  $8,000  was  saved  last 
year.  The  measuring  is  done  with  graduated  bins.  If  the  coal  company 
dumps  in  fifty  tons  by  weight  and  the  coal  does  not  fill  the  fifty-ton  bii»,  the 
coal,  Morgan  said,  is  taken  out  and  reweighed  in  his  presence.  Last  year  there 
were  no  disputes.  _ 
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DAVIS  GOAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY. 

BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  TKC 


SMITHING  COAL 


W  -w/^^Davis  Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


High  in  Carbon. 

Low  in  Sulphur  and  Ash. 


For  Ore  Smelters,  Foundries 
and  Family  Use. 

Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont,-W,  Va. 

SMITHING  COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


The  coal  business  around  Piedmont  shows  that  the  usual  midsummer 
dullness  has  commenced  to  be  felt  in  real  earnest. 


The  Calloway  Coal  Co.,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  has  been  awarded  the  contract  to 
supply  the  city  hall  with  coal  at  $1.69  for  mine  run  and  $2.62  for  lump  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Bids  will  be  received  at  the  Central  Hospital  for  the  insane,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  until  July  23,  1898,  for  one  year’s  supply  of  steam  and  gas  coal,  deliv¬ 
ered  on  cars  at  Asylum  Station. 

Some  twenty  steam  colliers  and  vessels  have  left  Baltimore  within  the  last 
ten  dap  for  Honolulu,  San  Francisco  and  other  Pacific  ports,  carrying 
George’s  Creek  Cumberland  coal. 


The  number  of  miners  employed  in  the  United  States  is  400,000.  The 
invested  capital  in  coal  mines  is  $400,000,000,  producing  199,000,000  tons  of 
coal  annually,  with  a  value  of  $200,000,000. 

The  businps  done  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Canal  at  Baltimore  during 
June  shows  an  increase  in  coal  tonnage  over  the  corresponding  month  last  year 
of  4,458  tons.  The  tonnage  of  coal  for  June  was  8,232  tons. 

A  strike  is  reported  among  the  coal  miners  at  Gurnee,  Ala.,  where  loomen 
are  said  to  be  idle  because  of  the  company  refusing  to  grant  an  advance  of  5 
cents  per  ton  for  mining.  The  miners  claim  that  the  advance  asked  is  the  dis¬ 
trict  price. 

Coal  shipments  from  the  Cumberland  region  for  the  week  ended  July  2, 
aggregate  66,579.01  tons,  of  which  5,551.02  went  by  canal.  Total  for  year  to 
date,  2,040,762.03  tons.  West  Virginia  Central  region  supplied  for  the  week 
21,829.05  tons  of  coal  and  5,988.01  tons  of  coke. 

The  Louisville  Post,qnoimg  from  a  foreign  exchange,  says;  “A  large 
bed  of  coal,  said  to  be  4>^  feet  thick,  covering  an  area  of  about  500  acres,  has 
been  discovered  riear  B  illycastle.  County  Antrim.  According  to  the  report  of 
G.  J.  Kell,  a  mining  engineer,  the  field  contains  over  2,500,000  tons  of  coal  of 
average  quality.” 

The  West  Virginia  Coal  Exchange  met  last  week  in  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
and  congratulated  themselves  on  the  inroads  their  coal  has  been  making 
during  the  past  year  on  the  trade  formerly  controlled  by  Pittsburg  operators. 
The  state  has  gone  from  tenth  in  the  list  of  coal-producing  states  to  third 
place.  Last  year  12,000,000  tons.  Nearly  three-fourths  of  this  output  found 
its  market  in  territory  formerly  tributary  to  Pittsburg. 

Mr.  Mulhall,  the  celebrated  English  statistician,  furnishes  figures  to  show 
that  in  all  the  elements  which  make  up  the  aggregate  wealth  of  the  countries 
of  the  world  the  United  States  surpasses  any  other  nation  on  earth.  His  fig¬ 
ures; 


United  States 

F  ranee . 

Russia . 

Italy . 


.$8 1 ,750,000,000 
47,950,000,000 
32,125,000,000 
15,800,000,000 


Great  Britain 
Germany .... 

Austria . 

Spain . 


$59,030,000,000 
40,260,000,000 
22,560,000,000 
1 1,300,000,000 


A  general  strike  prev.iils  among  the  miners  at  Bear  Creek  coal  mines, 
Pineville,  Ky.,  which  are  operated  six  miles  from  this  place.  The  miners  are 
preparing  to  leave  the  county,  and  Sheriff  Broughton  served  attachments  this 
morning  on  a  large  number  of  them  for  county  and  state  taxes.  The  mines 
are  operated  by  Michigan  capitalists  and  are  run  on  an  extensive  scale.  The 
cannel  coal  from  these  mines  is  pronounced  to  be  the  finest  in  Southeastern 
Kentucky. 


"The  Semet-Solvay  bi-product  coke  oven  plant  at  Ensley  City,  Ala.,  is 
nearly  ready  to  go  into  blast.  The  plant  when  completed  will  represent  an 
expenditure  of  something  like  $‘^oOtOOO  to  $^00^000,  It  is  the  property  o  the 
Semet-Solvay  Co.,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  Its  only  object  is  to  save  the  amm^onia, 
tar  and  pitch  in  the  gas  from  the  coke  ovens  and  manufacture  them  into  staple 
articles  of  trade.  The  coke  is  to  be  used  in  the  furnaces  at  Ensley. 


NEILSON 

RED^ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 


DICKSOIST  &  EDDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 


_  Boston  Offlee.  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Agt. 

^  C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

AVOCA  (Pittston  District) 

FRANKLIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 


kk 


LOUISE  ’’  (Plymouth  District) 


Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


XhetXJRNEY  JOITES  CO., 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL  ' 

■  ■  ■  ■  OF  THE  •  ■  •  ■ 

CONGO  COAL 


CELEBRATED 


Anthracite  and  Smithing  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  No.  355  Dearborn  St. 

COLUMBUS.  O.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


HICK 

COKE. 


H.  C.  FRtCK  COKE  CO. 


Headquarters  for 


Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna. 

GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells¬ 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing  and 
domestic  purposes.  13,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

I®"  Direct  Connections  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

Quotations,  Freight  Rates,  Pamphlets  giving  full  Information  promptly  furnished  upon  application. 
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The  Beack  Diamond. 


Harrison 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

IH  Yearw’ 
Service. 

1<>00 

llacliineM 
in  u^e. 


i:il5 
M<|.  ft.  in 
9  hours. 


Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 


Best  Combination  for  Mining  Operations. 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 

RECORD: 

17  years’ 

contina- 

ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
double 
shift. 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY,  -  -  '  Chicago, 


The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 


ENGINEERS,  FOUNDERS,  MACHINISTS, 

CHICAGO,  U.  S.  A. 

Sole  Manufacturers  (by  permission  of  Cunninghame  &  Co.)  of  the 

Luhrig  Patent  Machinery 
for  Washing 
and  Classifying  Coal. 


Tests  Made  and  Full 
Guarantees  Given  on 
The  Ash  and  Sulphur  in 
The  Washed  Coal. 


CATALOGUE 

Mailed  on  Application. 


THE  .lEFFREY  RHAIN  CQAL  RUTTING  MACHINERY. 


All  Claims  Based  on  Actual  Results. 


Machinery  fully  covered  by  Guarantees. 

The  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter  will  produce  from 
100  percent  to  150  per  cent  more  coal  than  the 
puncher  machines  under  the  same  conditions. 

COMPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


Electric  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 


lectric  Power  Drills, 
ir  Power  Drills, 
llectric  Shearing  Macliiues. 
ir  Sliearing  Machines. 


Electric  Long  wall  Machines. 
Air  Loiigwall  Machines. 
Electric  Locomotives. 
Electric  Pumps. 


Manufacturers  Dynamos  and  Motors.  Compressed  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 

THE  JEFFREY  MFG.  CO.,  -  Columbus,  Ohio. 
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I  We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  mine  owners,  workers,  0 
I  shippers  and  agents,  if  they  will  kindly,  from  time  to  time, 

I  furnish  such  intelligence  as  may  be  of  public  interest  to  the 
I  coal  trade,  when  it  comes  under  their  notice. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 


The  anthracite  coal  market  in  the  West  is  steady  at  the  recent 
reduction,  and  there  is  a  large  amount  of  coal  selling  in  the 
aggregate  at  $4  for  broken  and  S4.25  for  the  domestic  sizes.  In 
all  of  the  larger  cities  the  sales  of  coal  to  dealers  have  been  pro¬ 
portionately  of  greater  tonnage  than  they  have  been  to  the  coun¬ 
try  trade.  The  cash  basis  policy  continues  in  vogue,  and  orders  are 
accepted  conditionally  on  ability  to  fill  and  ship  at  once.  No  pro¬ 
tection  is  given,  and  the  coal  business  today  is  conducted  on  much 
the  same  basis  as  that  of  grain.  If  protection  was  granted,  orders 
would  be  thrust  upon  the  shippers  which  they  could  not  possibly 
fill  should  the  price  advance.  All  rail  coal  from  Buffalo  is  main¬ 
tained  at  §3-75  f-o.b.  there  for  the  domestic  sizes,  and  in  some 
instances  rail  coal  is  offered  at  $4@4.2^  at  Chicago  and  at  cer¬ 
tain  points  west  of  there.  But  the  bulk  of  the  business  now  being 
done  is  on  water  coal,  and  there  is  a  large  tonnage  moving.  But 
there  is  no  great  amount  of  stocking  up  being  done;  it  is  not  as 
general  as  should  be,  considering  the  low  price,  yet  it  is  under¬ 
stood  there  is  more  of  it  than  is  commonly  supposed,  and  that  it 
may  seriously  affect  buying  in  September  and  October  scarcely 
admits  of  a  doubt.  Some  of  the  docks  and  large  yards  at  ports 
on  lake  Michigan  are  being  run  to  about  capacity  to  fill  orders. 
There  is  a  growing  complaint  of  shortage  of  box  cars,  owing  to 
the  demand  from  grain  buyers  in  the  west.  This,  together  with 
the  upward  tendency  of  freight  rates  westward,  may  have  the 
effect  of  curtailing  shipments  of  water  coal  into  the  interior. 
There  is  a  growing  shortage  on  some  of  the  docks  of  the  smaller 
sizes  of  anthracite,  and  in  many  cases  the  percentage  of  chest 
nut  has  been  cut  down  from  60  per  cent  to  40,  and  even  to  30 
per  cent.  At  this  writing  there  are  rumors  current  of  an  advance 
to  take  effect  August  i.  This  comes  direct  from  New  York;  but 


so  much  depends  upon  the  ability  of  the  producing  companies  to 
market  and  provide  a  place  for  the  large  output  agreed  upon  for 
July  3i6oo,ooo  tons  that  it  is  difficult  to  outline  the  course  of 
things. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  dull  and  the  movement  exceedingly 
light  except  on  regular  contracts,  but  even  on  these  there  is  not 
as  much  tonnage  as  there  ordinary  is  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
During  the  past  few  weeks  there  has  been  a  notable  decrease  gen¬ 
erally  for  steam  coal,  indicating  that  some  industries  have  felt 
the  effect  of  the  war  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  others,  while 
at  the  same  time  certain  manufactures  have  been  stimulated,  but 
the  increase  from  these  is  more  than  offset  by  the  decrease  in 
others,  because  of  the  lessened  demand  for  fuel  for  steam  raising 
purposes.  Threshing  coal  continues  in  steady  demand,  and  if  the 
amount  being  sold  is  any  criterion  of  the  crops,  and  it  should  be, 
they  will  greatly  exceed  those  of  last  year,  which  were  above  the 
average.  The  general  mining;  situation  in  the  competitive  states 
shows  no  improvement.  A  big  strike  is  threatened  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  in  the  Altoona  district,  where  some  35,000  miners  will  pro¬ 
bably  go  out  next  week.  In  Ohio  there  is  is  not  much  coal  being 
shipped,  while  in  Indiana  few  mines  are  working  more  than  one- 
third  to  one-half  time,  and  in  Illinois  the  situation  is  much  the 
same,  with  further  trouble  brewing  in  the  Pana  district,  where 
there  may  be  a  clash  any  moment.  Despite  the  present  discour¬ 
aging  features,  the  general  outlook  is  considered  favorable  for  a 
good  business  in  bituminous  coal  during  the  late  summer  and  the 
fall. 

Coke  for  metallurgical  and  general  smelting  use  is  in  moder¬ 
ate  demand,  but  there  is  no  improvement  in  prices.  Gas-house  is 
in  short  supply  nearly  everywhere  in  the  West,  and  the  demand 
is  more  active  than  it  has  been  for  some  time. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  that  the  dullness  in  the 
anthracite  coal  market  is  almost  without  precedent.  Buyers  are 
indisposed  to  lay  in  stocks  and  sellers  are  making  no  effort  to 
force  sales,  as  they  realize  that  little  or  no  business  could  be  se¬ 
cured  at  any  figures  at  present.  There  is  perhaps  a  little 
more  inquiry  for  coal  and  prices,  but  it  is  done  with  a  view  to 
sound  the  market  as  few  sales  have  resulted.  It  is  conceded  that 
the  stability  of  the  market  depends  entirely  upon  the  ability  of 
the  companies  to  place  the  coal  coming  forward,  as  the  increased 
output  is  rapidly  filling  up  the  various  storage  yards  and  some 
uneasiness  is  manifested  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the 
excess  during  the  present  quietude.  A  little  later  there  will  be 
plenty  of  business  and  it  is  believed  that  better  figures  will  be 
realized  than  those  now  current.  Prices  remain  unchanged  and 
are  fairly  steady,  though  there  is  some  shading  done  to  protect 
special  customers  and  some  Individual  operators  are  offering  con¬ 
cessions.  The  demand  appears  to  be  restricted  to  the  special 
grades  of  anthracite,  on  which  full  prices  are  obtained;  this  helps 
to  move  the  cheaper  coal,  as  no  orders  are  accepted  which  do  not 
include  a  certain  proportion  or  percentage  of  the  latter.  The 
Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  as  quiet  as  it  has  been  for  sev¬ 
eral  weeks.  All  consumers  and  big  buyers  appear  to  have  large 
stocks  of  coal.  The  principal  movement  is  on  contract  coal  and 
producers  are  insisting  upon  shipments  being  small  on  account 
of  the  present  low  rates  of  ocean  freight.  The  far  East  is  tak¬ 
ing  a  fair  amount  of  coal  and  vessels  of  larger  carrying  capacity 
are  more  commonly  used  than  formerly.  New  York  harbor  busi¬ 
ness  and  that  of  the  Sound  is  very  light.  Transportation  from 
mines  to  tide  is  slow  and  in  some  instances  vessel  charters 
have  been  abrogated  on  this  account. 

Omaha  advices  are  that  anthracite  is  receiving  a  good  deal  of 
attention  just  now.-  The  low  price  was  a  surprise,  but  dealers  are 
placing  only  a  portion  of  their  requirements  as  rumors  prevail 
that  better  terms  than  immediate  acceptance  and  shipment  will 
be  forthcoming,  though  there  is  a  good  deal  of  uncertainty  as 
yet.  The  soft  coal  market  is  very  quiet,  not  much  doing  in  any 
line,  though  a  few  contracts  have  been  taken  at  better  prices 
than  last  season.  Threshing  coal  is  in  demand.  Coke  is  scarce 
and  hard  to  get;  gas  house  would  find  a  ready  market  just  now. 

Market  Review  continued  on  page  g8. 
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Broken  ErS-  Stove. 

Companies  I'ree  Burning 

White  Ash .  !?3-65  ?3-90  ^MS 

STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . . 

Buckwheat .  1.65-  2.00 

Rice . '-25-  i-So 

AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 

White  ash . . 

I’ink  ash .  5-50 

Red  ash . .  . . . . . . ;  •  575 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  reniains  unchanged  from  that  ot  a  week  ago. 
There  is  practically  no  new  business  doing,  and  the  dullness  prevailing  is 
almost  without  precedent.  The  disposition  to  lay  in  stocks  on  the  part  of 
dealers  seems  to  be  as  far  distant  as  ever,  and  sellers  on  the  other  hand  are 
making  no  effort  to  force  sales  or  cut  the  prices,  as  they  realize  no  business 
could  be  induced  at  this  time  at  any  figures.  There  has  been  in  the  past  few 
days  a  little  more  inquiry  for  coal,  though  so  far  it  has  amounted  to  nothing, 
and  it  is  thought  buyers  are  doing  this  to  sound  ttie  market  and  possibly  to 

reduce  figures  to  nearer  those  they  have  in  mind  to  purchase  at.  The  stabil¬ 
ity  of  the  market  at  present  depends  entirely  upon  the  ability  of  the  corn- 
panies  to  take  care  of  the  tonnage  coming  forward,  as  the  increased  output  is 
rapidly  filling  up  the  various  storage  yards,  and  some  uneasiness  is  shown  as 
to  the  disposition  of  this  excess  of  coal  with  a  continuation  of  the  present  dull¬ 
ness.  Some  of  the  initial  companies,  however,  believe  that  there  is  plenty  of 
good  business  in  store  for  them,  as  dealers  have  not  nearly  laid  in  their  season 
supplies,  and  think  that  more  money  will  be  realized  later  on,  as  some  talk  is 
already  going  around  to  advance  the  price  on  August  i.  The  official  figures 
place  the  production  in  June  at  3,026,971  tons  as  compared  with  an  output  of 
2,920,42.4  tons  in  June  last  year.  This  put  the  aggregate  anthracite  production 
for  the  year  upto  daieat  16,191,000  tons  ascompared  with  16,1 10,000  tons  forihe 
corresponding  period  of  1897.  Prices  are  about  the  same  as  they  have  been. 
No  company  has  actually  started  to  cut  prices,  though,  of  course,  there  is  some 
shading  done  to  protect  special  business,  and  individual  operators  are  offering 
concessions  to  move  their  tonnage.  The  only  aciual  demand  is  for  the  special 
coals,  and  these  are  obtaining  full  figures;  this  also  helps  to  rnovethe  cheaper 
grades,  as  no  orders  for  them  will  be  taken  unless  the  buyer  will  take  a  certain 
proportion  of  other  coals. 

The  soft  coal  trade  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  remains  (luiet  as  it  has  been 
for  several  weeks  past.  All  consumers  seem  to  be  filled  up  with  large  stocks 
of  coal  and  are  disinclined  to  order  more.  In  the  case  of  delivered  and  along¬ 
side  contracts  the  producers  are  to  a  certain  extent  insisting  upon  shipments, 
to  permit  them  to  take  advantage  of  the  prevailing  low  ocean  freights  and  ot 
shipments  on  these  contracts  does  the  principal  tonnage  going  forward  con¬ 
sist.  There  is  some  effort  being  made  to  get  the  trade  into  line  on  the  steam¬ 
ship  trade  and  some  progress  has  been  reported  at  this  writing.  We  are  un¬ 
able  to  say  whether  a  few  of  the  small  shippers  have  been  brought  into  line 
vet  as  was  anticipated.  It  would  seem  that  this  was  a  very  worthy  effort  and 
should  receive  the  full  co-operation  of  all,  if  there  was  any  chance  of  results, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  efforts  are  merely  a  forerunner  of  better  things 
for  the  entire  trade  on  next  season’s  business,  showing  an  early  start  and  an 
extremely  low  set  of  prices  to  work  up  from.  There  has  been  some  notice  of 
an  association  of  the  labor  interests  to  govern  labor  prices  in  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland  and  West  Virginia.  The  wages  named  as  being  required  is  what  is 
being  paid  by  many  of  the  operators,  and  it  would  seem  to  be  an  effort  towards 
bringing  those  operators  who  have  cut  the  wages  from  the  prevailing  rates  up 
to  those  figures. 

The  far  East  is  receiving  the  principal  Amount  of  coal  going  forward  at 
this  time,  and  it  is  noticed  that  on  these  shipments  vessels  of  large  tonnage  are 
being  employed,  rather  indicating  shipments  on  delivered  contracts  which  are 
generally  of  the  larger  class.  Sound  business  is  very  quiet;  an  occasional  cargo 
to  the  larger  consignees  is  sent,  but  these  are  infrequent.  New  York  harbor 
trade  is  quiet  and  it  is  remarkable  how  little  coal  these  consumers  are  taking. 
All  rail  trade  is  reduced,  each  individual  consumer  apparently  in  this  class  ot 

trade  taking  less  than  usual.  ■  i.  .u  r  n* 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  very  slow  and  even  with  the  lignt 
shipments  is  felt  by  the  shippers.  In  some  cases  charters  have  had  to  be  post¬ 
poned  where  vessels  could  have  been  secured;  on  this  account  car  supply  is 
up  to  all  demands.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  rnarket,  vessels  are  in  better  sup¬ 
ply,  and  whereas  the  market  last  week  was  inclined  to  be  stringent  without  any 
idvances  in  rates,  it  is  now  again  showing  weakness  and  vessels  are  seeking 
charters.  We  ijuote  current  rates  of  freight  as  follows:  from  Philadelphia  to 
Boston,  Salem,  Portland  and  Gardiner  60  with  towage  to  latter  port.  Sound 
ports  50,  Wareham,  Lynn  and  Newburyport  yo.  Portsmouth  and  Bath  60-65, 
')over  90  and  towage,  Saco  75-80  and  towage,  Bangor  65-70,  Baltimore,  Nor- 
)lk  and  Newport  News  5  to  15  cents  above  these  rates. 

Our  Detroit  correspondent  writes:  “The  amount  of  Ohio  coal  now  being 
shipped  into  Michigan  and  the  northwest  is  smaller  than  it  has  been  in  a  great 
many  years,  and  a  large  amount  of  West  Virginia  and  Pittsburg  coal  is  being 
shipped  direct  to  the  points  heretofore  supplied  by  the  Ohio  operators. 

The  UuQuoin  Union  Mining  Co.  has  leased  the  Valley  &  Gulf  rnines  at 
Sparta,  Ill.,  and  began  work  last  week  with  about  fifty  miners.  The  plant  will 
be  under  the  superintendency  of  Mr.  Malony,  of  DuQuoin,  with  Mr.  Winter- 
bottom  as  mine  manager.  The  company  has  large  contracts  and  will  increase 
the  present  output  of  400  tons  daily  to  the  fail  capacity  of  mine  using  100 
miners. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

July  18,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  has  shown  no  improvement  in  any  particular 
during  the  past  week,  in  fact  if  anything  there  is  a  tendency  towards  lower 
prices  due  to  the  excessive  cutting  in  the  Western  market,  and  dealers,  though 
they  are  shopping  the  market  a  little  more  than  they  have,  show  even  less  in¬ 
clination  to  buy  than  they  did  a  few  weeks  ago,  with  the  hope  that  a  conserva¬ 
tive  policy  will  favor  them  with  lower  figures.  Buyers  generally  are  very 
bearish  on  the  market,  as  most  of  them  believe  it  is  only  a  question  of  time 
when  one  or  the  other  of  the  companies  will  take  the  initiative  in  cutting  prices 
in  the  tidewater  markets  by  way  of  redeeming  tonnage  lost  by  reason  of  the 
cutting  in  prices  in  other  consuming  territories,  and  from  present  indications  it 
would  seem  that  the  market  for  some  time  yet  will  be  a  dull  and  backward  one. 
The  situation  is  certainly  not  an  encouraging  one,  as  the  season  for  increased 
tonnages  and  better  prices  is  now  at  hand,  while  the  condition  to  realize  same 
are  less  propitious  than  they  have  been  at  any  time  this  year.  August  is  usu¬ 
ally  the  month  when  fall  buying  sets  in  and  dealers  look  to  the  replenishing  of 
their  stocks,  but  judging  from  the  present  status  it  is  believed  that  this  trade 
will  be  considerably  late  this  year,  and  the  tonnages  will  have  to  be  kept  down 
for  some  time  yet.  The  official  figures  place  the  production  for  June  at 
3,026,971  tons.  This  is  about  100000  tons  ahead  of  June  1897,  and  puts  the  ton¬ 
nage  for  the  year  so  far  in  excess  of  the  corresponding  period  for  last  year 
81,000  tons. 

The  companies  are  holding  pretty  firm  to  the  schedule,  though  there  is 
some  shading  being  done  by  the  individual  operators  which  amount  to  about 
1 5  to  21;  cents  a  ton. 

■  The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  continues  very  quiet  and  almost 
without  feature.  Consumers  at  all  points  seem  to  be  well  filled  up  and  are 
only  ordering  in  a  desultory  sort  of  a  way.  The  principal  business  being  done 
is  on  delivered  and  alongside  contracts,  on  which  producers  are  urging  ship¬ 
ments  so  as  to  avail  themselves  of  the  low  ocean  freights  prevailing. 

The  recent  meetings  that  have  been  held  here  in  regard  to  putting 
the  steamship  trade  in  better  shape  are  meeting  with  some  success,  and  it 
is  believed  that  at  the  next  session  all  the  shippers  who  have  been  ap¬ 
proached  on  this  mitter  will  hrve  bean  brought  in,  in  which  event  it  looks 
as  if  better  figures  inav  be  looked  for  in  ihis  line  of  the  trade  for  the 
year  1899.  Labor  troubles  have  had  some  attention  during  the  week,  and 
an  effort  is  being  made  to  bring  the  wages  back  to  their  figures  before 
they  were  cut.  An  association  is  now  being  organized  in  the  various  regions 
to  bring  this  about.  The  far  East  is  taking  the  bulk  of  the  coal 
now  mined,  the  other  territories  taking  little  or  no  coal. 

Transportation  from  mine  to  tide  is  slow,  and  some  inconvenience  is  felt 
on  this  account.  Car  supply  is  up  to  all  demands. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  in  better  supply  and  rates  a 
little  easier  with  vessels  seeking  charters.  We  quote  current  rates  of  freight 
as  fo'lows:  From  Philadelphia  to  Boston.  Salem  and  Portland.  60c;  Sound 
ports,  50c;  Wareham.  Lynn  and  Newburyport,  70c;  Portsmouth  and  Bath, 
6oc@65c;  Gardiner,  60c  and  towage;  Dover,  90c  and  towage;  Saco,  75C@8oc 

and  towage;  Bangor,  65C(fii7oc.  .  v,  xt  »  ^  . 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  $1.60  to 
$1.75  f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia,  S1.25  to  $1.50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  S1.65  to 
gi  75  on  the  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  $2.10 
to'$2.2o  on  the  higher  grades,  and  gi.6o  to  $1.75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


CINCINNATI,  0. 

July  21,  1898. 

There  is  no  change  of  any  consequence  in  the  general  state  of  this  market 
from  what  has  existed  for  several  weeks.  The  wholesale  price,  both  for  rail 
and  river  coal,  seems  to  be  well  sustained,  but  retail  prices  are  still  m  a  bad 
way.  Pittsburg  lump  coal  wholesale  is  quoted  at  from  5  to  5  >4  cents  a  bushel 
afloat  in  barges,  and  Kanawha  is  worth  from  to  5/^  cents  a  bushel.  Nut 
and  slack  is  nominally  worth  3  54  cents  a  bushel,  but  none  can  be  bought  at 
that  price.  Rail  dealers  still  give  out  00  a  ton  as  the  price  of  coal  on  tracks 
here,  but  nobody  has  been  getting  S2.00  a  ton  for  some  time,  and  nobody  is 
asking  $2.00  a  ton  in  expectation  of  making  a  sale.  The  real  price  of  rail 
coal  is  $1.75  to  $1.85  for  the  best  qualities— those  which  compare  with  Pitts¬ 
burg  coal.  At  retail  here,  all  kinds  of  prices  are  current.  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  one  price  in  the  retail  market  here  now.  A  close  buyer  can  get  his 
winter  coal  put  into  his  cellar  for  gi  85  a  ton,  although  the  dealersare  making  a 
feeble  bluff  by  asking  $2.25.  The  market  is,  therefore,  in  bad  shape.  No  sym¬ 
pathy  need  be  wasted,  however,  for  the  fault  is  entirely  with  the  dealers  them- 
SClvGS. 

A  new  feature  entered  this  market  this  week.  Representatives  of  the 
labor  unions  appeared  before  various  boards  having  contracts  to  let  for  coal, 
and  protested  so  vigorously  against  giving  the  contract  for  coal  to  concerns 
having  non-union  miners,  that  certain  West  Virginia  companies  were  refused 
the  business.  The  end  has  not  been  reached  in  the  matter,  however. 

DULUTH  AND  SUPERIOR. 

July  20,  1898. 

The  cut  in  the  price  of  hard  coal  to  $4.25  a  ton  has  not  stimulated  the  mar¬ 
ket  to  any  appreciable  extent.  The  number  of  people  who  will  buy  coal  now 
for  immediate  shipment  is  few,  and  that  condition  is  made  with  the  low  price. 
There  is  a  sentiment,  too,  that  a  further  cut  may  come,  but  there  does  not  seem 

to  be  any  sign  of  it.  i-  1  a 

The  movement  of  coal  into  the  head  of  the  lakes  is  quite  lively  now.  A 
considerable  amount  of  soft  coal  was  contracted  for  at  low  prices,  and  it  is  be¬ 
ing  brought  up  the  lakes  so  as  to  cover  the  contracts.  Hocking  is  holding  firm 

at  $2.25  and  Youghiogheny  at  $2.35.  .  j  r  x  .  ,  t 

The  school  board  of  Duluth  has  received  bids  for  the  years  supply  of 
coal  but  the  contract  has  not  been  awarded  and  the  figures  have  not  been 
made  public.  There  seems  to  be  a  desire  on  the  part  of  most  of  the  com¬ 
panies  this  year  to  keep  figures  made  in  bids  secret.  The  school  board  uses 

from  4,000  to  5,000  tons  a  year.  ,  r  •  u- 

The  fire  commissioners  of  Duluth  will  open  bids  this  week  for  furnishing 
about  750  tons  of  coal. 
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Anthracite  coal  is  moving  steadily  into  consumers’  hands  as  well  as  into 
dealers’  yards.  Throughout  the  district  immediately  supplied  from  here,  there 
has  been  a  strong  demand  for  coal  all  week,  and  in  many  cases  the  amount  of 
coal  ordered  has  been  cut  down  one-half  to  two-thirds  and  orders  are  accepted 
subject  to  the  condition  to  fill  on  the  day  following  receipt.  Not  for  many 
years  has  there  been  so  much  business  done  on  a  cash  basis  as  during  the  past 
two  weeks.  Orders  for  future  delivery  will  not  be  considered  and  offers  of 
coal  must  be  accepted  at  once.  The  situation  is  regarded  as  very  uncertain  be¬ 
cause  of  rumors  of  an  advance  August  i,  though  whether  there  will  be  any  is  an 
unknown  quantity  at  this  writing.  The  retail  price  is  $5  @  $5,215  in  Chicago, 
according  to  the  distance  hauled,  and  teams  are  kept  busy  well  into  the  even¬ 
ing  delivering  coal.  A  large  proportion  of  the  better  class  of  desirable  custom¬ 
ers  have  had  their  winter’s  supply  of  coal  delivered,  but  there  is  yet  cjuite  a 
big  tonnage  to  be  placed.  Forehanded  consumers  should  be  urged  not  to 
neglect  the  present  opportunity  of  securing  their  coal  at  the  present  low 
prices,  as  it  is  not  very  generally  believed  that  the  market  will  remain  as  it  is 
for  any  length  of  time,  because  the  current  wholesale  selling  price  is  below 
cost  of  production  with  the  carying  charges  added,  to  say  nothing  of  losses  by 
breakage,  screening,  etc. 

In  the  bituminous  coal  market  there  is  continued  dullness  in  every  branch, 
the  only  notable  exception  being  the  inquiry  and  good  demand  which  con¬ 
tinues  for  coal  adapted  for  threshing  purposes.  As  compared  with  last  year 
there  is  a  notable  falling  off  in  receipts  of  all  grades  of  soft  coal  at  Chicago, 
the  only  exceptions  being  the  products  of  West  Virginia  and  southern  Illinois, 
which  are  more  than  holding  their  own  in  this  market.  On  account  of  the  de¬ 
creased  output  and  preparation  of  lump  coal  there  continues  a  fair  demand 
for  screenings  and  prices  remain  steady. 

Foundry  coke  is  in  some  demand  and  the  movement  is  steady,  which  is 
more  than  can  be  said  of  prices,  as  the  same  irregularity  continues.  Gas 
house  coke  is  in  short  supply,  and  one  large  shipper  says:  "there  is  a  general 
scarcity  at  all  large  shipping  points  in  the  West.’’ 


BOSTON,  MASS. 

July  20,  1898. 

The  opinion  generally  exists  that  the  anthracite  market  is  on  the  break  of 
a  crash.  "The  trade  has  been  very  poor  for  months  and  the  companies  are  over 
producing. 

The  allotment  of  a  million  more  tons  for  this  month  than  last  is  also  con¬ 
sidered  a  weak  point.  Bituminous  and  other  fuels  are  playing  their  part  in 
the  demoralization,  and  a  drop  m  prices  is  expected  at  almost  any  moment. 

Boston’s  purchase  of  anthracite  this  year  so  far  are  said  to  be  from  60,000 
to  70,000  tons  less  than  last. 

The  companies’  prices  on  free  burning  white  ash  coal,  net  New  York,  are 
as  follows:  Stove,  $4.00©—;  egg,  $3.75@3.8o;  free  broken,  $3.50© — ;  chest¬ 
nut,  $3.6o@3.65.  Individual  operators  sell  20c  under  these  prices. 

Bituminous — Trade  has  been  very  dull  all  the  week  and  prices  are  about  as 
last  quoted. 

George’s  Creek  Cumberland,  $1.75© - per  ton;  Clearfield  $1.45©!. 55  at 

Philadelphia:  and  Baltimore,  $1.70©  1.75;  New  River  and  Pocahontas  coals, 
- @$1.75  at  Newport  News  and  Norfolk. 

Freight  rates — There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  freight  rate  situ¬ 
ation  this  week.  Vessels  are  plentiful  and  are  not  wanted. 

Rates  are  as  follows:  From  New  York,  45@5oc;  from  Philadelphia, 
@650;  from  Baltimore,  70© — c;  from  Newport  News,  70© — c,  and  from  Nor¬ 
folk,  70©—. 

Retail  Trade — Little  is  doing  just  now  and  prices  are  unchanged. 

We  quote:  Stove,  $5.5o@5.75 ;  nut,$S.5o©5.75;  egg,  $5.25@5.5o;  furnace, 
S5-5o@5-75:  Franklin  stove,  $6.5o@6.75:  Lehigh,  egg,  $5.5o@5.75:  Lehigh,  fur¬ 
nace,  $5.25© soft  coal,  $3.75@4.oo:  Shamokin,  $4.75 @5.00. 


CONNELLSVILLE,  PA. 

July  19,  1898. 

The  Courier  says: — The  coke  trade  suffered  more  in  shipments  from  the 
fourth  of  July  than  in  production.  The  demand  is  hesitating,  and  throughout 
July  no  change  for  the  better  is  expected,  although  the  prospects  for  a  fall 
trade  are  much  better.  The  annual  blowing  out  of  furnaces  has  made  its  im¬ 
pression  on  the  coke  industry,  but  the  shutdowns  so  far  are  not  as  numerous 
as  would  have  been  prophesied  several  weeks  ago.  Even  should  the  coke 
trade  drop  as  low  as  135,000  tons  a  week  in  the  Connellsville  region,  that  is  a 
good  average  for  the  summer  months,  and  every  indication  points  to  the  larg¬ 
est  production  in  the  history  of  coke-making  in  this  region  in  1898. 

The  shipments  last  week  aggregated  6,663  cars,  distributed  as  follows: 
To  Pittsburg  and  river  tipples,  2,358  cars;  to  points  west  of  Pittsburg,  3,207 
cars,  to  points  east  of  Connellsville,  1,098  cars.  This  is  a  decrease  of  1,307 
cars,  as  compared  with  the  week  previous,  the  largest  decrease  in  any  one 
week  this  year. 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption  are  as  follows: 

To  Pittsburgh . $0.55 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley . 1.10 

To  Cleveland,  O . 1 ,40 

To  Buffalo,  N.  Y . 1.75 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 2.10 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 1.75 

To  Toledo,  O . 2.05 

To  Columbus,  O . 1.45 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . 2.25 

To  Louisville,  Ky . 2.75 

To  Ckicago,  111 . 2.26 


To  St.  Louis,  Mo . $2.90 

To  East  St.  Louis . 2.25 

To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

To  Joliet,  III . 2.25 

To  Peoria,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Baltimore . 1.95 

To  Boston . 3.50 

To  Montreal,  Can . 3.91 

To  New  York . 2.94 

To  Philadelphia . 2.15 


WHEELING,  W.  VA. 

July  21,  1898. 

It  would  hardly  be  the  truth  to  say  that  the  results  of  the  semi-annual  ac¬ 
countings  which  have  been  going  on  among  the  coal  men  as  well  as  others  in 
the  business  community  the  past  two  weeks,  show  things  to  have  been  entirely 
satisfactory  in  the  trade  during  the  past  six  months.  There  have  been  better 
seasons  and  there  have  been  worse  seasons.  On  the  whole,  the  past  six 
months  have  been  good,  and  better  than  would  naturally  be  expected  when  it 
is  remembered  that  three  or  more  months  of  the  six  have  been  passed  in  war 
time,  and  war  time  wherein  coal  is  a  contraband  commodity.  There  has  also 
been  a  decided  change  in  the  relative  demand  from  various  sections  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  in  these  six  months.  The  regions  which  had  the  best  trade  when  the 
Maine  was  blown  up,  now  are  doing  the  least  business  owing  to  the  inability  to 
ship  coal  out  of  the  country. 

The  war  has  now  reached  a  stage  where  not  only  the  patriots,  but  the  busi¬ 
ness  men  are  beginning  to  think  of  peace.  There  has  been  a  decided  disin¬ 
clination  among  business  men  to  enter  into  any  sort  of  enterprise  outside  of 
the  regular  channels  of  business  since  the  war  broke  out,  and  they  have  as  a 
rule,  held  as  close  to  safe  channels  even  in  conservative  business  enterprises 
as  was  possible.  Just  now  they  are  getting  to  think  of  other  things  than  hold¬ 
ing  back.  The  war  has  progressed  so  far  that  no  one  fears  that  anything  Spain 
can  do  will  hurt  Uncle  Sam  and  his  business  interests.  Anything  but  capital 
would  be  ready  under  present  conditions  to  drop  the  war  out  of  calculations, 
but  capital  is  timid  and  hesitates  till  the  last.  How  much  longer  it  will  hesi 
tate  in  this  instance  is  hard  to  determine.  There  is  still  the  fear  that  Germany 
or  some  other  European  power  may  stick  a  finger  into  the  pie  at  the  last  mo¬ 
ment,  and  thus  put  us  into  more  serious  complications  than  Spain  has  been 
able  to  create.  Probably  capital  will  wait  till  the  last  signature  is  affixed  to 
the  peace  treaty  before  it  comes  out  of  its  hole.  All  experts  on  such  subjects 
agree  that  there  was  never  so  large  an  amount  of  money  idle  in  the  United 
States  as  there  is  today.  There  are  several  reasons  for  this.  The  sales  of 
American  products  from  farm  and  factory  abroad  was  never  larger  than  in  the 
three  years  past.  The  recovery  from  the  panic  of  1893  was  slow,  and  as  a  re¬ 
sult,  there  was  not  much  financial  demand  from  home  enterprises,  and  foreign 
borrowers  had  little  need  for  American  money.  The  past  six  months  has  seen 
comparatively  very  few  American  dollars  sent  abroad.  Americans  have 
learned  something  of  patriotism  which  has  created  some  new  ideals  much 
cheaper  than  old  ones  that  had  their  abiding  places  abroad,  and  much  more 
profitable  in  their  attainment  to  the  American  nation.  But  the  reasons  for  the 
plentitude  of  cash  in  America  are  a  story  far  less  interesting  than  the  fact  that 
it  exists 

It  is  but  natural  to  suppose  that  as  soon  as  the  war  is  over,  and  everything 
is  absolutely  sate,  capital  will  be  seeking  investment.  Much  of  it  will  go  to 
Cuba,  Porto  Rico  and  the  Philippines,  provided,  of  course,  there  is  no  miscar¬ 
riage  of  the  plans  set  on  foot  by  the  United  States  Government.  But  there 
will  be  much  more  that  will  prefer  to  stay  immediately  under  the  Stars  and 
Stripes.  It  is  estimated  that  enterprises  already  in  existence  in  this  country, 
and  the  extension  of  these  enterprises  within  the  last  reasonable  limit,  will  not 
find  a  place  for  nearly  all  the  money  that  will  be  seeking  investment.  One 
expected  result  will  be  the  creation  of  new  enterprises,  the  employment  of 
more  people,  and  the  demand  for  products,  particularly  those  which  are  con¬ 
sidered  raw  materials,  such  as  coal,  lumber,  iron  ore,  etc. 

So  far  as  West  Virginia  is  concerned,  there  is  no  State  in  the  Union  and  no 
country  on  the  globe  that  is  better  supplied  with  natural  resources  which  await 
the  touch  of  labor  and  capital.  Her  coal  resources  are  pretty  well  developed, 
and  she  is  now  able  to  produce  a  good  deal  more  coal  than  there  is  demand 
for.  But  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  coal  property  in  West  Virginia  will  be 
a  good  thing  after  a  short  while,  and  that  perhaps  the  present  development  will 
be  inadequate  to  the  demands  of  West  Virginia’s  natural  markets  ayear after 
the  war  is  over.  There  are  more  than  a  few  people  with  capital  who  evi¬ 
dently  agree  with  this  idea.  Already  several  real  estate  brokers  have  been 
commissioned  to  get  together  tracts  of  coal  land  in  West  Virginia,  and  to  hold 
them  under  options  for  future  purchase.  For  the  most  part,  what  is  wanted  is 
land  that  is  underlaid  with  heavy  seams  and  so  located  that  it  will  be  accessi¬ 
ble  to  one  or  two  established  railroads  by  building  not  more  than  ten  miles  of 
independent  line.  There  are  thousands  of  acres  of  coal  land  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  which  answer  that  description,  and  such  commissions  are  not  hard  to 
execute,  although  prices  demanded  by  the  local  land  owners  are  a  great  deal 
higher  than  they  were  a  very  few  years  ago. 

I  have  talked  with  a  number  of  persons  in  position  to  judge  of  the  general 
feeling  in  West  Virginia,  and  they  all  agree  that  it  will  be  a  surprise  if  there 
is  not  a  big  boom  very  shortly  after  the  war  is  over. 

As  to  the  condition  of  the  coal  trade  this  week,  it  is  almost  identical  with 
with  what  has  been  reported  in  this  correspondence  for  weeks  past. 


PITTSBURG,  PA. 

July  21,  1898. 

The  Monongahela  coal  trade  is  decidedly  dull  just  at  present,  as  the 
water  is  too  low  to  permit  river  shipments.  It  is  estimated  that  at  least 
8,000,000  bushels  of  coal  are  now  loaded  waiting  for  the  next  rise.  The  fourth 
pool  shows  the  most  activity,  as  it  supplies  the  local  mill  demand,  which  this 
year  is  larger  than  it  has  ever  been  before,  as  there  were  never  so  many  mills 
running  at  this  the  dullest  season  of  the  year.  Prices  on  the  wharf  are  largely 
nominal,  but  I  inch  coal  is  still  quoted  at  4c,  run  of  mine  3J^c,  and  slack 
2j4c  per  bushel. 

Three  or  four  days  per  week  is  about  the  best  that  the  railroad  mines  can 
do  at  present.  However,  the  output  is  (piite  large,  although  contracts  are  be¬ 
ing  taken  at  extremely  low  figures.  There  is  a  very  fair  demand  for  slack. 
Local  quotations  continue  at  $i  @1.10  for  lump  coal  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  at  Pitts¬ 
burg. 

The  one  feature  of  the  Connellsville  coke  trade  last  week  was  the  big  in¬ 
crease  in  shipments.  Production  was  only  491  tons  over  the  figures  of  the 
week  previous,  but  shipments  were  12,457  tons,  again  of  almost  1,000  tons. 
This,  however,  is  partly  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  past  week’s  shipments 
included  the  amount  short  in  the  holiday  week.  Prices  show  no  change. 
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BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

July  21,  i8q8. 

There  is  some  increase  of  activity  in  the  coal  market  in  Iluffalo,  and 
wholesale  dealers  tributary  to  this  market  are  at  last  making  imiuiries  for  a 
season’s  supply. 

Prices  of  coal  here  remain  unchanged,  as  follows; 

F'or  anthracite  coal,  wholesale  prices  in  cars  at  Buffalo  or  Suspeiision 
Bridge,  2,240  pounds,  54.00  for  grate;  $4.25  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut.  These 
ciuotations  are  50  cents  lower  than  prices  on  January  i. 

For  anthracite  coal,  2,240  pounds  delivered  free  on  board  of  vessels  at 
Buffalo,  prices  on  May  i  were:  $4.30  for  grate;  54-55  fo'"  egg,  stove  and  chest¬ 
nut;  retail,  within  the  city  limits,  2,000  pounds  delivered.  May  i,  54-50  on  grate; 
54.75  for  egg,  stove  and  nut,  and  54.00  for  pea.  Blossburg  sells  at  54-oo. 

For  bituminous  coal,  2,000  pounds  car  lots  on  track,  Buffalo,  Allegheny 
region,  screened  lump  51.60;  lum[)  and  nut  mixed  51-50;  run  of  mine  51-40; 
nut  and  slack  mixed  51.25;  slack  51.15.  Reynoldsville  region;  screened  lump 
51.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed  51-60;  run  of  mine  51.50;  nut  and  slack  mixed  $1.30; 
s  ack  51.20.  Pittsburg  region;  screened  lump  $1.70;  lump  and  nut  mixed  51-60; 
run  of  mine  51.50;  nut  51.50;  slack  51.20.  Fairmont  region;  screened  lump 
51.70;  lump  and  nut  mixed5i.6o;  run  of  mine5i-5o;  slack  51.20.  Mercer  County 
region;  screened  lump  51.60;  lum[)  and  nut  mixed  5i-5o;  run  of  mine  51.40; 
slack  51.15,  Brier  Hill  region;  screened  lump  53-35-  Cannel  coal  No.  i,  54.00. 

Coke  is  quoted  at  53- 1 5  for  Reynoldsville  and  54-05  for  Connellsville  per 
net  ton  m  car  lots  on  tracks. 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  July  16  aggre¬ 
gated  61,744  tons,  distributed  as  iollows:  Chicago  18,300,  Milwaukee  15,600, 
Duluth  7,200,  Superior  10,200,  Lake  Linden  1,350,  Gladstone  1,500,  fort  William 
5,900,  Port  Stanley  767,  Benton  Harbor  900,  Alpena  25.  This  shows  an  increase 
of  shipments  of  about  50  per  cent  over  the  previous  week. 

The  freight  rate  to  .Chicago  and  Milwaukee  has  finally  advanced  5c  per 
ton.  The  rate  .now  prevailing  to  those  ports  is  25c  per  ton.  The  rate  to 
Duluth,  Toledo,  Superior,  Lake  Linden,  Gladstone  and  Fort  William  remains 
at  20c  per  ton. 

I'he  Ohio  coal  roads,  through  the  Cential  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  are  making 
a  desperate  effort  to  drive  the  West  Virginia  operators  out  of  the  lake  busi¬ 
ness  on  bituminous  coal.  It  has  always  been  the  contention  of  the  Ohio  bitu¬ 
minous  interests  that  the  lake  business  properly  belonged  to  them,  and  that 
the  lakes  are  not  the  natural  market  for  coal  from  West  Virginia.  The  lake 
company  is  now  determined  on  a  more  aggressive  policy  than  has  prevailed  in 
the  past  and  will  reduce  the  price  of  coal  5c  per  ton  on  board  of  vessels  at 
Toledo.  This  reduction  is  to  be  borne  by  the  coal  operators,  as  the  railroads 
claim  to  be  hauling  bituminous  coal  to  Lake  Erie  at  as  low  a  rate  as  they  can 

stand.  ,  r  , 

An  exchange  states  the  condition  of  the  Connellville  coke  market  as  tol- 

lows:  j  1 

“The  trade  last  week  showed  a  slight  increase  in  production  and  a  liberal 
increase  in  the  demand.  The  increase  in  the  demand  in  place  of  increasing 
the  dullness  in  the  iron  trade  indicates  a  light  stock  in  the  consumers’  hands 
and  confidence  in  improvement  in  trade.  The  increasing  dullness  in  the  iron 
trade  which  is  here  spoken  of  is  not  prevalent  in  this  vicinity.  Local  furnaces 
are  very  busy,  and  but  for  recent  breaks  in  the  Erie  Canal,  interfering  with 
water  shipments,  all  shipment  records  would  undoubtedly  have  been  broken, 
as  the  furnaces  have  orders  for  deliveries  ahead  of  their  capacity  to  manufac¬ 
ture.” 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

July  21, 1898. 

The  bituminous  coal  situation  has  not  materially  changed  except  perhaps 
in  a  somewhat  augmented  shipment  of  coal  to  East  St.  Louis  the  last  few  days, 
attributed  to  the  strong  assurances  given  by  all  the  thirteen  roads  hauling  coal 
from  the  Illinois  mines  that  the  freight  rates  will  certainly  be  advanced  from 
the  25  cent  to  a  30  cent  basis  on  August  i.  The  St.  Louis  coal  traffic  bureau 
holds  a  meeting  tomorrow,  but*  it  is  stated  by  the  traffic  men  that  it  will 
positively  result  in  the  authorization  of  the  publication  of  the  tariff  on  the 
above  basis.  How  long  the  new  rate  will  be  adhered  to  is  a  matter  on  which 
the  trade  holds  various  opinions.  Prices  on  bituminous  are  referred  to  as  be¬ 
ing  just  a  shade  firmer  than  heretofore. 

The  anthracite  market  is  still  unsettled.  Agents  maintain  that  S5@S5-25 
f.  o.  b.  St.  Louis  is  their  best  figure  for  purchases  of  say  20  cars  and  under,  but 
there  are  rumors  of  lower  prices  even  on  small  quantities  and  54.75@i55-00  is 
a  figure  frequently  heard. 

Nominally  56.25@6.5o  are  the  retail  prices  delivered,  but  these  figures  are 
being  shaded.  A  meeting  of  the  dealers  was  held  after  the  open  advertised 
break  to  55.85@6.io  by  one  company.  The  latter  agreed  to  restore  prices  to 
56.25@6.5o  but  only  on  the  stipulation  that  they  would  not  stultify  themselves 
by  refusing  to  grant  the  first  advertised  price  to  consumers  who  asked  for  it  on 
the  strength  of  that  advertisement.  This  left  a  pretty  wide  breach  open  all 
along  the  line. 

A  very  good  yard  business  is  being  done  in  anthracite,  and  this  serves  to 
stimulate  the  soft  coal  business  to  some  extent  and  rather  earlier  than  usual, 
as  the  consumer  will  often  order  his  soft  coal  at  the  same  time  as  anthracite. 

At  the  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  St.  Louis  Retail  Coal  Dealers  Pro¬ 
tective  Association,  next  Monday,  the  Illinois  officers  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  Association  will  be  present  and  urge  the  adoption  by  the  coal  dealers 
of  the  “Union  Label,”  so  to  speak.  That  is  every  car  from  a  mine  employing 
union  labor  will  have  a  large  placard  to  that  effect,  and  the  dealers  handling 
the  union  coal  will  be  furnished  with  small  union  stickers  to  be  affixed  to  the 
scale  tickets  signed  bv  the  consumer.  It  is  probable  that  the  plan  will  be 
adopted  by  the  dealers.  _ _ 

A  correspondent  writes  from  Corning,  Iowa:  “Southwestern  Iowa  has 
the  coal  prospecting  fever  for  the  first  time  in  a  number  of  years.  At  Leon, 
Decatur  county,  borings  have  just  been  made  which  developed  a  vein  of  from 
five  to  six  feet  in  thickness,  and  efforts  are  now  making  to  form  a  strong  com¬ 
pany  to  develop  what  is  considered  an  extensive  field.  In  Adair  county  an¬ 
other  find  has  been  made,  and  more  borings  are  proposed,  to  determine 
whethere  there  is  enough  coal  to  pay  for  development.  It  is  reported  that 
the  Adair  find  is  a  vein  about  four  and  a-half  feet  thick. 


OMAHA,  NEB. 

July  20,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  question  is  receiving  considerable  attention  at  present; 
the  low  price  came  as  a  surprise,  but  did  not  meet  with  much  success;  the  idea 
that  something  better  is  still  in  store  kept  dealers  from  placing  their  orders. 
A  number  have  placed  orders  for  a  portion  of  their  reiiuirements,  but  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  none  have  purchased  extensively — 54-25  is  the  general  price  offered 
and  this  for  immediate  acceptance  and  shipment.  An  element  of  uncertainty 
pervades  the  air,  and  this  is  kept  up  by  continual  rumors  of  lower  prices  and 
better  delivery  terras — somego  so  far  as  to  say  that  an  all  winter  delivery  can  be 
obtained  at  better  than  the  above  figure. 

The  soft  coal  market  is  very  quiet,  not  much  doing  in  any  line;  some  few 
contracts  have  been  taken  care  of  at  better  prices  than  last  season.  The  pack¬ 
ing  house  interests  have  combined  and  placed  the  entire  tonnage  in  the  hands 
of  one  buyer,  evidently  expecting  that  the  large  amount  of  business  will  call 
out  some  very  low  prices;  but  this  may  not  materialize,  as  the  tonnage  is  too 
great  for  any  one  mine  to  take  care  of  with  safety  either  to  the  mine  or  the 
packers,  and  it  will  reciuire  the  consolidation  of  several  interests  and  a  com¬ 
bination  of  the  stronger  mines  to  insure  a  regular  delivery  during  the  season, 
taking  into  consideration  the  danger  of  strikes  at  the  mines  and  the  difficulties 
of  winter  transportation.  The  mines  able  to  take  care  of  the  business  will  no 
doubt  insist  on  paying  prices  at  least.  It  is  generally  understood  that  this 
particular  business  has  been  done  at  a  loss  10  the  mine^  for  the  past  two  years, 
and  no  doubt  miners  in  naming  prices  this  season  will  insist  on  better  prices 
than  have  ruled  during  the  past  two  years. 

Steam  coals  are  plenty  and  the  market  not  very  strong  at  present,  but  as 
the  demand  from  the  farmers  for  threshing  coal  grows,  this  commodity  will 
grow  scarcer  and  higher. 

Coke  is  scarce  and  hard  to  find — gas  house  would  find  a  ready  market  just 
now.  Dealers  are  prepared  to  stock  up  on  this  fuel  providing  prices  will  war¬ 
rant  it. 


Market  Review  continued  from  page  pj. 

Philadelphiaadvices  are  that  the  anthracite  coal  market  shows 
a  tendency  towards  lower  prices  owing  to  the  reduction  in  the 
West.  Buyers  are  very  bearish  and  not  inclined  to  place  orders 
while  the  situation  remains  so  unstable.  Dealers  usually  replen¬ 
ish  stocks  in  August,  but  it  is  believed  this  trade  will  be  back¬ 
ward  this  year.  Soft  coal  is  also  very  quiet  and  new  business 
exceeding  light. 

Our  Buffalo  correspondent  reports  increased  activity  and 
inquiries  from  which  sales  are  more  frequent.  Shipments  of  coal 
westward  by  lake  for  the  week  ending  July  16  aggregated  61,744 
tons,  distributed  as  follows:  Chicago,  18,300  tons;  Milwaukee, 
15,600  tons;  Duluth,  7,200;  Superior,  10,202  tons;  Fort  William, 
5,goo  tons;  Gladstone,  1,500  tons;  Lake  Linden,  1,350  tons;  Port 
Stanley,  767  tons;  Benton  Harbor,  goo  tons,  and  Alpena,  25  tons. 
The  freight  to  Chicago  and  Milwaukee  is  25  cents  per  ton,  and  to 
Duluth,  Toledo,  Superior,  Lake  Linden,  Gladstone  and  Fort 
William,  20  cents  per  ton. 

St.  Louis  advices  are  that  shipments  of  coal  from  Illinois 
mines  to  East  St.  Louis  have  been  augmented  on  account  of  rail¬ 
roads’  intention  to  advance  freight  rates  from  25c  to  30c  per  ton 
August  I.  Prices  on  soft  coal  are  somewhat  firmer.  Anthracite 
coal  is  unsettled,  but  sales  agents  maintain  that  S5.00@5.25  are 
their  best  figures  in  lots  of  twenty  cars  and  less,  but  rumors  of 
lower  prices  are  frequent. 

Our  Pittsburg  correspondent  reports  Monongahela  river  coal 
trade  dull,  as  the  water  is  too  low  to  permit  of  shipments.  Some 
8,000,000  bushels  of  coal  are  in  barges  and  now  await  a  rise.  The 
fourth  pool  is  the  most  active,  as  it  supplies  the  local  mills  and 
never  before  have  so  many  steel  and  iron  works  been  in  opera¬ 
tion  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The  railroad  mines  are  working 
half  or  two-thirds  time,  but  the  output  is  large  and  contracts  are 
taken  at  extremely  low  figures.  Slack  is  in  good  demand. 

Cincinnati  advices  are  that  wholesale  prices  are  maintained 
for  rail  and  river  coal.  The  retail  market  is  in  very  bad  shape 
and  prices  much  demoralized. 

Our  Duluth  and  Superior  correspondent  says  anthracite  coal 
has  not  been  stimulated  to  any  extent  by  the  low  price,  as  few 
dealers  are  in  position  to  buy  for  immediate  shipment.  Soft 
coal  is  quite  lively  and  prices  on  Hocking  and  Youghiogheny 
hold  firm.  _ 


It  is  said  that  the  coal  being  mined  at  St.  Charles,  near  Saginaw,  Mich., 
by  the  Somers  Coal  Co.,  is  the  best  in  the  valley,  and  also  that  a  light  vein 
of  cannel  adds  materially  to  the  (luality  of  the  slack  for  steam  purposes. 

Sealed  proposals  for  supplying  coal  to  the  various  state  institutions  of  Min¬ 
nesota,  for  the  year  ending  July3i,  1899,  will  be  received  at  the  state  auditor’s 
office,  St.  Paul,  until  2  o’clock  on  the  ist  day  of  August,  1898.  For  full  partic¬ 
ulars  address  state  auditor. 

Officials  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad  are  much  interested  in  the  coal 
prospecting  going  on  around  Bay  City,  Mich.  It  is  (luite  probable  if  the 
drilling  tests  now  being  carried  on  at  Wenona  Beach  are  satisfactory,  that 
the  railroad  will  sink  a  shaft. 
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SITUATION  IN  ANTHRACITE  COAL  IN  THE  WTEST. 

We  commented  somewhat  freely  in  our  last  issue  on  the  existing  condi¬ 
tions  of  this  market.  The  past  week  has  shown  no  improvement  and  as  far  as 
we  can  learn  no  apparent  effort  has  been  made  to  change  the  status.  On  the 
contrary,  matters  have  gone  from  bad  to  worse;  it  is  perfectly  evident  that 
other  coal  companies  and  carrying  railroads  are  more  than  meeting  the  situa¬ 
tion.  While  at  first  the  cheap  prices  on  anthracite  coal  were  confined  to  coal 
loaded  from  docks,  this  week  a  disposition  has  been  shown  by  others  to  carry 
the  war  into  Africa  and  to  make  equally  low  prices  on  strictly  all-rail  ship¬ 
ments,  showing  conclusively  that  railroads  having  their  own  lines  direct  from 
mines  to  Chicago,  do  not  fear  the  reduced  prices,  and  do  not  intend  to  have  their 
own  shippers  shut  out  of  their  trade  by  water  or  dock  coal.  To  us  it  looks  like 
ruin  for  western  markets  for  the  entire  season,  and  we  do  not  believe  any 
measures  can  now  be  enforced  by  the  eastern  magnates  looking  to 
a  rehabilitation  of  prices.  No  matter  what  the  supposed  reasons  for  the  re¬ 
duction  were  they  have  failed,  and  only  an  absolute  shut-off  of  all  supply 
creating  a  positive  scarcity  of  coal  will  bring  the  market  to  anything  like  for¬ 
mer  prices.  That,  however,  can  only  be  partially  successful,  as  so  many 
dealers  and  consumers  have  already  obtained  their  supplies  or  contracted 
for  them.  Whether  the  “Men  in  the  East”  have  the  courage  to  apply  the 
remedy  remains  to  be  seen.  We  believe  the  reduction  in  price  of  anthracite 
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ON  THE  WING.  | 


S.  A.  Forbush,  of  the  Whitebreast  Coal  Co.,  is  in  Omaha. 

*** 

Joe  Christy  is  reported  in  Omaha,  but  if  so  his  friends  have  seen  him  in 
the  abstract  only.  It’s  dollars  to  peanuts  that  he  is  entranced  with  the  Expo. 

*** 

Mr.  Henry  Hafer,  of  Harder  &  Hafer,  wholesale  coal  and  coke,  Chicago, 
has  gone  to  Manistique,  Mich.,  on  the  steamer  Manitou,  for  a  week  s  recrea¬ 
tion. 


Mr.  Charles  B.  Niblock,  President  of  the  Brazil  Block  Coal  Co.,  Chicago, 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  went  last  week  to  Tacoma,  Wash.,  for  a  few  weeks’ 
vacation. 


The  new  electric  haulage  plant  which  the  Bloomington  Coal  Mining  Co. 
are  erecting  at  Winburne  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  finest  plants  of  its  kind  in 
that  region. 

* 

*  * 

Vice  President  J.  C. Simpson,  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  and  General 
Manager  Moorshead,  of  the  Madison  Coal  Co.,  St.  Louis,  were  in  Chicago  on 
Friday  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association. 


was  made  in  good  faith,  and  with  the  honest  intention  to  correct  some  practices 
which  unfortunately  have  obtained  a  strong  foothold  in  the  West,  and  which 
we  hope  will  be  eliminated  from  the  trade  when  the  inevitable  settlement  of 
the  present  situation  is  effected. 


HOW  WAR  AFFECTS  COAL. 


Mr.  H.  C.  Frick  took  a  party  of  Carnegie  and  Frick  Coke  Co.  officials  on 
a  special  train  from  Pittsburg  last  week  for  a  trip  through  the  Connellsville 
coke  regions.  A  number  of  railroad  officials  went  along  with  the  party. 

* 

*  * 

The  State  Board  of  Arbitration  of  Illinois  has  made  a  report  fixing  the 
rate  of  mining  at  Pana  at  33c  per  ton,  run  of  mine.  Each  mining  company 
to  furnish  all  supplies  except  powder. 

* 

*  * 

The  International  Mining  Congress  at  its  recent  meeting  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  decided  to  establish  permanent  headquarters  in  that  city  under  charge 
of  Mr.  W.  D.  Johnson,  the  secretary.  This  for  the  purpose  of  publicity  and 
promotion. 

*** 

Mr.  Frederick  R.  Wheeler  has  severed  his  connection  with  Boyd,  Stick- 
ney  &  Co.,  Chicago,  shippers  of  “Old  Lee”  anthracite  cdal,  Chicago,  and  has 
returned  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Wheeler  intends  to  spend  the  summer  in 
Nova  Scotia. 

* 

*  * 

At  the  award  of  the  bids  on  coal  for  the  public  schools  of  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  the  Ohio  Fuel  Co.  will  furnish  i,ooo  tons  of  New  River  coal  and  1,200 
tons  of  anthracite.  The  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Fuel  Co.  secured  5,000  tons  of 
Youghiogheny  coal. 


It  is  understood  that  Eastport,  Maine,  is  to  be  made  a  coaling  station  by 
the  government,  and  the  visit  of  Rear  Admiral  George  E.  Belknap  to  the 
Island  City  is  mentioned  as  pertaining  to  the  establishment  of  this  station.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  find  a  better  harbor  on  the  entire  Atlantic  coast  than 
that  of  Passamaquoddy  bay,  where  the  largest  ships  can  float  in  safety  at  all 

times,  and  where  ice  is  rarely  seen  in  the  harbor,  even  in  the  coldest  weather. 

* 

*  * 

The  Danish  authorities  have  informed  United  States  Consul  Van  Horne 
that  coal,  of  which  the  United  States  has  8,000  tons  in  the  harbor  of  St. 
Thomas,  is  contraband  of  war,  and  that  its  removal  by  the  LTnited  States,  so 
long  as  this  government  is  at  war  with  Spain,  will  not  be  permitted.  Gov. 
Ledermann  informed  the  Consul,  according  to  this  dispatch,  that  any  attempt 
to  remove  the  coal  in  question  would  be  resisted  by  the  German,  French  and 
Italian  warships  in  the  harbor  and  waters  near  by.  Consul  Van  Horne  is  said 
to  have  referred  the  subject  to  the  authorities  at  Washington. 

*  ♦ 

A  second  case  of  an  attempt  to  transfer  coal  from  an  American  vessel  to 
a  Spanish  merchantman  in  Mexico  has  been  brought  out  by  the  old  time  pluck 
of  an  American  sea  captain.  The  600  ton  American  schooner  Clara  A.  Phin- 
ney,  of  New  Bedford,  some  days  ago  was  authorized  to  clear  with  700  tons  of 
coal  from  Mobile  to  Vera  Cruz,  on  affidavit  of  reliable  citizens  of  Mobile  that 
the  coal  was  destined  for  railroad  purposes.  On  reaching  Vera  Cruz,  Cap¬ 
tain  Phinney  was  directed  by  L.  Jonblanc,  his  consignee,  to  place  his  vessel 
alongside  the  Spanish  steamer  Maria  Herrara.  In  the  presence  of  a  group  of 
excited  Spanish  sympathizers  Captain  Phinney  bluntly  refused,  declaring 
with  emphasis  that  no  vessel  in  his  charge  should  ever  lie  alongside  a  vessel 
bearing  the  flag  of  his  country’s  enemy,  much  less  supply  her  with  even  a 
pound  of  coal.  The  captain,  with  a  crowd  at  his  heels,  marched  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Consulate,  and  notified  the  consul  and  wrote  at  once  to  General 
Spaulding,  acting  Secretary,  that  he  had  placed  himself  under  American  pro¬ 
tection. 


The  St.  Louis  and  Big  Muddy  Coal  Co.  shipped  422  cars  of  coal  to  East 
St.  Louis  from  its  Dawes  mine  near  Carterville,  from  July  i  to  18,  this  being 
nearly  half  the  shipments  from  the  entire  Big  Muddy  and  Duquoin  groups  for 
the  same  period,  which  were  864  cars. 

*** 

F.  H.  Ketcham,  President  and  B.  H.  Johnston,  Superintendent  of  the  Men 
dota  Coal  and  Mining  Co.,  Mendota,  Mo.,  spent  several  days  in  Omaha  last 
week  combining  pleasure  and  business.  They  took  in  the  Exposition  on  the 
one  errand  and  put  in  the  extra  time  on  the  other. 

j.* 

*  * 

The  fire  which  occurred  in  the  New  York  Steam  Co.’s  plant  on  Greenwich 
street  on  Saturday  last,  doing  damage  to  the  amount  of  about  ;5io,ooo,  was  not 
due  10  spontaneous  combustion  of  the  soft  coal  in  the  chutes,  but  was  caused 
by  the  friction  of  the  belts  operating  the  elevators. 

*** 

The  proposals  for  the  United  States  navy  contracts  were  opened  at  noon 
the  19th  instant.  We  have  up  to  the  time  of  writing  been  unable  to  get  all  the 
figures  put  in,  but  we  understand  that  the  Belseni  Coal  Company,  New  York, 

were  lowest  on  the  largest  lots  of  soft  coal.  There  were  87  bidders  in  all. 

« 

*  * 

A  strike  of  some  35,000  miners  is  threatened  in  the  Altoona  district,  Cam¬ 
bria  County,  Pa  ,  and  it  may  be  precipitated  on  July  28.  The  miners  have 
demanded  an  advance  in  wages  equivalent  to  10  per  cent.  The  operators  do 
not  appear  willing  to  accede  to  the  demands  made  upon  them. 

The  North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  in  its  circular  July  15,  received  this  week 
says:  “When  you  are  ready  to  place  your  orders  for  anthracite  coal  and  are 
ready  to  have  the  coal  shipped,  it  will  always  pay  you  to  send  the  busi¬ 
ness  to  us.  Prices  right,  whether  you  ask  about  it  before  you  place  the  order 
or  not. 
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Mr.  James  Conklin,  of  Conklin  &  Low,  coal  dealers,  Madison,  VVis.,  is  in 
Chicago  on  a  visit  to  friends. 

Mr.  N.  C.  Blodgett,  sales  agent  for  the  “Ontario  &  Western”  at  Buffalo, 
was  in  Chicago  early  this  week. 


*  * 
* 


The  Riter-Conley  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  is  at  work  on  three  orders  from 
Johannesburg,  South  Africa,  for  steel  plates  and  structural  shapes  for  tanks, 
buildings  and  vats  for  cyanide  process  works. 


* 


The  plant  of  the  Dayton  (O.)  Gas  Engine  &  Manufacturing  Co.  has  been 
sold  to  R.  R.  Dickey,  Jr.,  and  will  be  run  in  connection  with  the  Dayton  Globe 
Iron  Works.  The  Dayton  Gas  l-bigine  &  Manufactu  i  ing  Co.  was  incorporated 
in  i8g4,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $40,000. 


*  * 


Williams,  White  &  Co.,  Moline,  Ill.,  have  now  in  process  of  manufacture 
for  the  St.  Louis  Car  Co.  the  largest  Build  izer  bending,  forming  and  shaping 
machine  ever  turned  off  their  works.  It  will  weigh  twenty-live  tons,  the  bed¬ 
plate  alone  having  a  weight  of  thirteen  tons. 


* 

*  * 


The  Marquette  Third  Vein  Coal  Co.,  Davenport,  Iowa,  issues  a  mammoth 
postal  card  circular  to  the  trade,  advertising  their  threshing  coal.  The  com¬ 
pany  says:  “It  is  the  nearest  ‘s.nokeless’  and  ‘spirkless’  of  any  Western  coal, 
and  being  the  highest  in  carbon,  makes  steam  the  quickest.”  These  are  three 
important  points  for  coal  for  steam  threshing  machines. 


* 

*  * 


Mr.  J.  G.  Case  has  accepted  the  general  agency  of  the  Grafton  Coal  & 
Coke  Company's  West  Virginia  coal,  with  head  offices  at  143  Liberty  street. 
New  York.  Mr.  Case  is  a  gentleman  of  integrity  and  much  business  ability, 
and  with  his  large  circle  of  influential  friends  in  the  railroad  world  and  other 
consuming  territories  should  do  well  in  his  new  position. 


*  * 


-r*  IT 

The  coal  operators  in  the  river  district  at  Pittsburg  have  protested 
against  the  Secretary  of  War  granting  permission  to  the  Pennsylvania  Com¬ 
pany  to  fill  in  the  Ohio  river  at  Bellevue.  The  permit  was  granted  some  time 
ago,  and  the  operators  threaten  to  present  a  bill  to  Congress  making  it  com¬ 
pulsory  on  the  part  of  persons  who  wish  to  fill  in  streams  to  obtain  permission 
from  them. 


The  Youghiogheny  &  Lehigh  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  have  delivered  by  their 
tugs,  lighters  and  scows,  from  their  fueling  docks  at  the  North  Pier,  upwards 
of  6,500  tons  of  Youghiogheny  coal  from  July  i  to  July  20  inclusive.  The  dock 
will  be  lighted  by  fifty  electric  lights  the  coming  week.  This  firm  was  awarded 
the  electric  light  fuel  contract  for  the  city,  which  calls  for  20,000  tons  of 
Youghiogheny  screenings. 


*  * 


Our  Pittsburg  correspondent  writes:  “The  Pittsburg  coal  operators,  who 
formerly  controlled  the  lake  trade,  are  again  complaining  that  the  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  product  is  fast  cutting  into  their  business.  It  is  the  general  opinion 
among  the  operators  that  the  Chicago  agreement  will  have  to  go  by  the  board. 
Some  of  them,  so  it  is  asserted,  have  made  agreements  to  place  their  con¬ 
tracts  with  West  Virginia  mines  (in  case  there  is  trouble  in  this  district)  so 
that  their  obligations  in  the  northwest  lake  ports  will  be  carried  out.  At  sev¬ 
eral  mines  on  the  B.  &  O.  road  the  men  are  now  striking  for  the  Chicago 
agreement.  It  is  feared  that  this  trouble  will  spread,  and  that  before  long  the 
Pittsburg  district  will  see  a  general  strike.” 


*  * 


An  electric  railroad  is  projected  and  will  be  built  from  Elwood  to  Ander¬ 
son,  Ind.  The  road  primarily  is  to  be  built  for  freight,  principally  coal,  and 
is  a  precautionary  measure  in  case  gas  should  fail.  It  will  be  of  standard 
gauge  to  Anderson  and  connect  with  the  Chicago  and  South  Eastern  for  the 
coal  district  of  Western  Indiana.  With  the  road  to  Anderson  and  ultimately 
to  the  coal  fields  the  fuel  question  will  be  settled.  The  line  may  also  be  used 
for  passenger  traffic  as  well  as  freight. 

Charles  J.  Ferrin,  a  prominent  coal  dealer  of  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  takes  some 
credit  to  himself  for  Admiral  Sampson  and  his  brilliant  record  apparently 
justly  so  too.  Mr.  Ferrin  was  formerly  a  resident  of  Palmyra,  and  had  quite  a 
political  pull  in  those  days.  There  were  three  candidates  for  a  cadetship  at 
Annapolis,  and  three  republican  politicians  were  called  upon  to  decide  the 
contest.  Mr.  Ferrin  had  the  deciding  vote  and  he  voted  for  young  Sampson, 
as  he  was  impressed  by  the  manly  bearing  of  the  young  man  and  his  decisive 
manner  in  answering  questions. 

* 

*  * 

General  Superintendent  Mudge, of  the  Santa  Fe,  has  issued  a  circular  ask¬ 
ing  for  bids  for  the  handling  of  coal  on  the  Santa  Fe  R.  R.  during  the  ensuing 
two  years.  The  contract  is  now  held  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Clausen,  of  Topeka,  who 
has  had  the  contract  for  several  years.  The  bids  will  have  to  be  in  by  August 
20,  and  the  lowest  bidder  will  receive  the  contract.  The  handling  of  coal  con¬ 
templates  its  transfers  from  the  cars  to  the  coal  chutes  and  from  the  chutes  to 
the  engines.  All  the  coal  is  furnished  by  the  company  and  the  amount  used 
per  month  amounts  to  about  7.5°°  tons. 

.le** 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Indiana  Mining  Institute  will  be  held  at  the 
Court  House,  Terre  Haute,  July  30,  1898,  at  9  a.  m.  The  new  papers  to  be 
read  are:  “The  Coal  Survey  of  Indiana;  Its  Objects  and  Methods,  by  Geo. 
H.  Ashley,  Assistant  State  Geologist;  “Safety  Lamps,”  by  Wm.  Devonald.  To 
be  followed  by  an  address  from  President  M.  McMorrow,  after  which  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year  will  be  elected  and  installed.  In  the  evening  a  banquet 
will  be  served  by  the  institute  to  all  members,  including  those  admitted  at 
this  meeting.  Further  particulars  may  be  obtained  by  addressing  Secretary 
G.  S.  Patterson,  400  Opera  House  building,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 


The  bids  received  by  the  State  Board  of  Control  of  Wisconsin,  at  Madi¬ 
son  last  week  for  fuel,  reveal  a  strange  condition  of  things  in  the  coal  trade. 
On  Youghiogheny  screened  lump  coal  for  the  Northern  Hospital  for  Insane, 
at  Winnebago,  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  t  uel  Co.,  bid  $2.57.  while  the  bid 
on  Northern  Illinois  coal,  with  the  lowest  obtainable  freight  rates  and  lowest 
price  on  the  coal  was  $2.69  or  12  cents  less.  This  is  a  remarkable  state  of  af¬ 
fairs  when  Pittsburg  coal  can  be  carried  about  1,200  miles  as  against  180 
miles  for  the  Illinois  product  and  is  then  sold  for  less  money.  Illinois  opera¬ 
tors  pay  the  scale,  while  Pittsburg  is  paying  less  than  the  scale  in  some  sec¬ 
tions,  and  in  some  instances  there  has  been  no  change  made  in  the  screens. 

*  ♦ 

The  new  line  to  tidewater  projected  by  the  independent  anthracite  coal 
operators  in  the  Scranton,  Wilkes-Barre  and  Lackawanna  districts  is  receiving 
some  attention  from  the  eastern  financial  papers.  The  New  York,  Wyoming 
and  Western  R.  R.  is  the  name  of  the  new  company  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  Pennsylvania,  and  it  is  announced  that  it  has  arranged  for  its  right  of 
way  from  Scranton  to  tide  water  points.  It  is  also  stated  that  the  road  will 
cost  about  $10,000,000,  and  that  this  capital  has  been  secured.  Among  those 
interested  are  E.  B.  Sturges,  President  of  the  Scranton  Bank, who  is  also  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  railway  company;  L.  A.  Watres,  Thomas  E.  Jones,  T.  H.  Wat¬ 
kins,  John  Jermyn,  Congressman  William  Cornell,  O.  S.  Johnson,  C.  D.  Simp¬ 
son,  John  L.  Kemmerer,  J.  N.  Rice  and  W.  G.  Payne. 

* 

In  connection  with  extending  our  trade  in  the  foreign  markets  and  with 
what  favor  American  coals  are  received,  the  following  from  “Fairplay,  a  Lon¬ 
don  shipping  journal  under  date  of  June  7th,  1898,  is  congratulating  and  of  con¬ 
siderable  interest:  “Those  who  regard  the  South  Wales  strike  as  a  mere  local 
struggle  between  the  Welsh  colliers  and  their  employers,  and  as  having  no 
material  bearing  on  British  trade  interest'^,  will  probably  be  surprised  to  find 
that  the  s.  s.  Sandhill  has  been  chartered  to  bring  a  cargo  of  Pocahontas  coal 
from  Norfolk  (Virginia)  to  London  to  meet  the  bunkering  requirements  of 
some  of  the  steamers  of  the  Castle  Mail  Line.  I  understand  that  the  price  of 
the  coal  delivered  here  will  compare  favorably  with  that  of  the  other  supplies 
at  present  obtainable  in  this  country.  The  coal  is  semi-bituminous  and  in 
every  respect  similar  to  the  coal  obtainable  from  the  Rhondda  Valley,  and 
possesses  the  same  characteristic  as  Welsh  coal  in  respect  of  smokelessness. 
I  also  hear  that  the  s.  s.  George  Fleming  has  been  fixed  from  Norfolk  (Va.) 
for  Cape  Town,  and  the  s.  s.  Penelope  for  La  Plata,  also  that  other  fixtures  are 
likely  to  be  very  shortly  reported.  At  the  time  of  the  last  coal  strike  in  South 
Wales  I  pointed  out  that  the  Welsh  colliers  would  assuredly  drive  away  much 
trade  from  the  Bristol  Channel  to  other  sources  of  supply  if  they  continued  to 
adopt  strike  tactics.  The  above  fixtures  for  Pocahontas  coal  from  the  West, 
and  the  increased  demand  for  Eastern  coal  in  Asiatic  ports,  show  how  the 
present  great  strike  in  Wales  is  sending  business  into  other  hands,  where  it  is 
likely  to  remain.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  certain  markets  may 
now  be  regarded  as  lost  to  the  Welsh  coal  trade  in  consequence  of  the  present 
deadlock.”  _ _ 


DEVELOPMENT  OF  SOUTHERN  COAL  FIELDS. 

The  development  of  Southern  coal  fields  is  an  industry  exciting  some 
comment  in  the  East  and  abroad.  The  large  deal  lately  consummated  by 
which  English  capitalists  acquired  control  of  extensive  coal  properties  in  East 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky  is  an  evidence  of  the  confidence  which  foreign  capi¬ 
tal  has  in  the  paying  qualities  of  such  an  investment.  Southern  ports,  too,  are 
becoming  each  year  more  important.  Their  wharfs  are  busy  with  the  loading 
and  unloading  of  ships;  it  takes  coal  to  move  these  ships  and  they,  going  to 
various  ports  of  the  world,  tell  of  the  value  of  certain  kinds  of  Southern  °°3-I 
as  “bunker”  coal.  Referring  to  this  industry,  a  correspondent  of  the  jRichmond 
Dispatch  says:  “When  some  five  or  six  years  ago  there  was  a  serious  strike 
in  the  mines  of  England  and  Wales,  this  coal  found  its  way  to  the  Cape  de 
Verde  and  other  Eastern  Islands,  and  some  of  it  was  actually  imported  into 
London,  and,  attracting  the  attention  of  the  British  .Admiralty,  it  is  said,  was 
tested  by  them.  Another  strike  has  come  in  England  and  Wales,  atm  the 
coaling  stations  in  the  Eastern  islands  of  Cape  de  Verde,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
etc.,  are  having  to  look  to  the  Atlantic  coast  of  America  for  a  supply  of 

“The  trade  has  largely  increased  with  the  West  India  Islands,  especially 
St.  Lucia,  and  within  the  last  sixty  days  the  British  Admiralty  have  purchased 
two  cargoes  for  consignment  to  the  naval  agent  at  Bermuda.  Several  foreign 
governments  are  in  treaty  for  supplies  of  this  coal,  and  our  own  government 
has  bought  largely  of  it  to  send  to  Key  West  and  Honolulu,  and  has  just  pur¬ 
chased  a  cargo  to  send  to  Manila.’  1  •  .u 

Tennessee  is  rich  in  coal  fields,  and  we  know  of  scarcely  anything  that 
would  more  largely  contribute  to  the  aggregate  business  of  the  State  than  that 
they  be  worked  on  a  large  scale. 
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ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 


COMMUNICATION. 


Membership  of  the  Coal  Dealers*  Association  of  Illinois  and 

Wisconsin . 363 

Membership  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio  551 

Additions: 


J.  N.  Crotts.  Ashtabula,  O. 

Peabody  Coal  Co.,  Shrewsbury, W.Va. 
Kramer  &  Haverbeck,  Minster,  O. 
Ward  &  Teegardin,  Ashville,  O. 

J.  B.  Dunkel  &  Son,  Springfield,  O. 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,Chicago,Ill. 
Ray.mond  &  Baker,  Gallon,  O. 

W.  J.  Jenkins,  St.  Paris,  O. 

Clink  Coal  Co.,  Fremont,  O. 

No.  of  Additions 


C.  G.  Blake,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Montana  Coal  &  Co  ECo.Chicago 
J.  B.  Van  Doren,  Fremont,  O. 

S.  E.  Tilton,  Prairie  Depot,  O. 

Wm.  S.moyer,  Sycamore,  O. 

The  Troy  Tile  &  Brick  Co., 

Troy,  O. 

E.  J.  Eby,  Troy,  O. 

Davis  Coal  Co.,  Troy,  O. 

.  I  7 


Total  Membership . 568 

Membership  ofi;the  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Association . 177 

Membership  of  the  Indiana  Coal  Association  .  83 


In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manitested  in  tne  severa 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  is  lhe 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 
Interest  them. 


A  prominent  member  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  sends  us  the  following  letter  for  publication,  which  shows  that 
the  organization  has  been  the  means  of  harmonizing  the  interests  of  the  whole¬ 
saler  and  retailer. 

“We  often  hear  the  remark  from  the  wholesaler,  that  a  consumer  will  do 
more  lying  and  scheming,  put  himself  to  an  endless  amount  of  trouble  to 
enable  him  to  buy  his  coal  direct  from  some  shipper,  so  as  to  save,  perhaps, 
25  cents  per  ton  on  his  winter’s  supply,  than  he  will  to  save  25  cents  for  any 
other  purpose.  Allowing  ^1  this,  yet  there  are  wholesalers  who  will  not  again 
very  soon  mention  such  actions  as  extraordinary,  after  taking  into  considera¬ 
tion  all  the  schemes  that  some  of  Chicago’s  largest  jobbers  have  resorted  to, 
lately,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  fill  orders  out  of  town  direct  to  the  consu¬ 
mers. 

People  will  always  prefer  to  buy  their  coal  direct  so  long  as  a  certain  class 
of  jobbers  in  Chicago  continue  to  solicit  their  trade.  And  that  class  of  jobbers 
will  always  solicit  that  trade  provided  they  can  find  some  shipper  to  fill  the 
order,  but  thanks  to  the  C.  D.  A.  of  I.  &  W.  and  the  fairmindedness  of  the 
average  wholesaler,  the  time  has  come  when  most  of  the  Chicago  wholesalers 
refuse  to  fill  such  orders,  or  allow  their  coal  to  be  used  for  that  purpose. 

The  C.  D.  A.  of  I.  &  W.  has  been  educational  in  many  ways,  and  one  es¬ 
pecially,  that  the  wholesaler  is  the  retailer’s  friend,  and  that  most  of  the 
scalping  in  the  past  has  been  done  by  the  jobbers.  Not  but  what  there  are  a 
goodmany  jobbers  in  Chicago  who  confine  themselves  to  the  legitimate  trade. 
And  it  is  only  justice  to  all  parties  that  every  member  of  the  association  be 
notified  of  the  exception.  A  retailers  life  and  business  is  one  of  competition; 
he  does  not  try  to  avoid  it  nor  does  he  fear  it,  every  thing  being  equal.  But 
there  is  no  equality  in  his  competing  with  a  jobber  and  there  never  will  be  until 
the  dealer  can  buy  at  the  same  market  and  at  the  same  prices  a  jobber  does. 
The  wholesaler  thoroughly  protects  the  jobber,  why  should  not  the  jobber  be 
equally  as  just  and  protect  the  dealer.  Right  never  wronged  any  man  and  it 
won’t  wrong  you.”  Observer. 


Secretary  Fergusoi  of  the  W.  &  R.  C.  D.  assiciation  of  Ohio,  sends  the 
following  notes  for  publication,  showing  how  the  work  progresses  m  the 
“Buckeye”  state;  The  officers  and  executive  committe  of  the  Wholesale  and 
Retail  Coal  Dealers  Association  of  Ohio  held  a  meeting  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  Mon¬ 
day,  July  13,  at  which  was  present  J.  H.  Ulrick,  president;  W.  A.  Gipson, 
treasurer;  VV.  J.  Ferguson,  secretary;  John  A.  Murphy,  G.  Herman  and  S.  E. 
DeWolfe  of  the  executive  committee. 

The  board  make  the  following  change  in  Art.  3,  Sec.  3,  of  the  By-Laws  so 
as  to  read: 

“Operators,  shippers  and  traveling  salesmen  may  become  regular  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  association  by  complying  with  the  requirements  of  retail  dealers.” 

Other  routine  business  was  transacted. 

After  the  meeting  adjourned  an  invitation  was  accepted  to  attend  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Toledo  dealers  which  was  called  for  reorganization.  President  J. 
H.  Ulrick  addressed  the  meeting,  and  spoke  principally  of  the  benefits  de¬ 
rived  from  local  exchanges.  They  elected  temporary  officers  and  appointed 
a  committee  of  five  to  draft  new  constitution  and  by-laws,  and  are  to  hold  an¬ 
other  meeting  just  as  soon  as  the  committee  is  ready  to  make  its  report. 

Secretary  W.  J.  Ferguson  organized  a  local  exchange  of  the  dealers  at 
Troy,  Ohio,  July  18,  who  also  became  members  of  the  State  Association. 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois 
and  Wisconsin,  met  at  the  Great  Northern  Hotel,  July  20,  at  2  o’clock  P.  M., 
President  Hull  in  the  chair  and  all  the  members  of  the  committee  present. 
The  President  on  calling  the  meeting  to  order,  made  a  few  remarks  in  which 
he  stated  that  after  assuming  the  duties  of  the  President  he  had  become  some¬ 
what  discouraged,  but  now  he  was  pleased  to  state  that  he  had  received  the 
highest  encouragement  from  every  shipper,  not  only  in  Chicago,  but  in  Mil¬ 
waukee.  That  all  had  expressed  themselves  as  anxious  for  the  success  of 
the  Association,  and  had  very  promptly  responded  to  all  requests  made  of 
them  in  regard  to  the  shipment  of  coal  to  dealers  only.  He  was  firmly  of  the 
belief  that  if  every  retailer  in  the  states  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  knew  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  membership  in  the  Association,  not  one  coal 
dealer  would  be  outside  of  the  fo  d.  He  had  numerous  letters  from  retail 
dealers  showing  the  benefits  they  had  personally  received  from  their  mem¬ 
bership.  He  had  to  report  that  four  new  members  had  joined  in  the  past 
month. 

The  resignation  of  Secretary  Bedwell  was  received  and  accepted  with  a 
unanimous  vote  of  thanks  for  his  past  services.  A  letter  was  also  read  from 
Mr.  W.  H.  Simpson,  declining  to  accept  the  election  as  member  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee.  The  Committee  by  unanimous  vote  declined  the  acceptance 
of  the  letter,  and  after  some  persuasion,  Mr.  Simpson  consented  to  remain  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  matter  of  the  election  of  a  secretary  for  the  ensuing  year  was  can¬ 
vassed.  The  Committee  decided  that  if  there  was  sufficient  funds  it  would  be 
for  the  interest  of  the  Association  to  elect  some  person  fully  qualified  for  the 
position,  and  pay  him  a  salary  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  devote  his  entire  time 
and  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  Association;  that  his  office  should  be  lo¬ 
cated  in  Chicago,  where  he  could  be  in  close  touch  with  the  President,  and 
where  he  would  be  able  to  adjust  complaints  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
After  formal  discussion  it  was  decided  that  the  matter  should  be  postponed 
until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board,  to  be  called  by  the  President  at  his  dis¬ 
cretion.  In  the  meantime,  the  President  was  authorized  to  employ  assistance 
to  enable  him  to  look  after  the  necessary  correspondence,  etc. 

The  President  reported  several  complaints  which  had  been  made  in  re¬ 
gard  to  shipment  of  coal  to  consumers,  all  of  which  had  been  promptly  and 
satisfactorily  adjusted. 


Semi-Anthracite  in  Ala,ska. — An  immense  deposit  of  coal  has  been 
discovered  400  miles  up  the  Koyukuk,  and  a  competent  English  authority  pro¬ 
nounces  it  equal  to  the  best  anthracite  of  Pennsylvania.  The  Koyukuk,  be¬ 
tween  this  deposit  and  the  junction  with  the  Yukon,  is  navigable  by  steamers 
such  as  ply  the  latter  stream,  so  that  the  bearing  of  the  discovery  on  the  cost 
of  mining  in  the  Klondike  may  prove  exceedingly  important. 


MONUMENT  TO  THE  DIAMOND  MINE  VICTIMS  IN  18S3. 


Those  who  were  in  the  coal  trade  fifteen  years  ago  will  recall  the  terrible 
disaster  at  the  Diamond  Mind  in  the  Wilmington  field  in  Northern  Illinois. 
During  the  spring  freshet  in  1883,  water  broke  through  into  one  of  the  work¬ 
ings  and  so  rapid  was  the  rise  that  eighty-five  miners  and  others  in  the  mine 
were  drowned.  After  weeks  of  pumping  the  bodies  of  twentv-nine  were  re¬ 
covered  and  some  of  these  were  found  with  their  eyes  bandaged  so  that  they 
might  not  witness  the  dying  agonies  of  the  others  as  the  water  crept  up  inch 
by  inch,  slowly  but  surely,  without  the  least  hope  of  a  rescue  or  assistance 
from  the  outer  world.  These,  after  being  taken  from  the  mine,  were  interred. 
The  56  bodies  which  remained  in  the  mine  were  in  an  isolated  working,  and 
after  the  water  was  finally  drawn  off  that  part  was  so  badly  wrecked  that  it  was 
decided  to  wall  it  off  and  consecrate  it  as  a  burial  ground.  This  was  done  and 
it  is  now  proposed  by  the  miners,  that  directly  over  the  spot  where  they  lie, 
a  monument  shall  be  erected  to  their  memory.  With  this  end  in  view  the 
miners  of  the  Wilmington  field  make  the  following  appeal; 

To  Whom  it  may  Concern: 

We, the  miners  of  the  Wilmington  coal  field,  after  reviewing  the  sad  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Diamond  Disaster,  which  occurred  in  the  year  1883,  at  a  delegate 
meeting  held  at  Coal  City  on  the  14th  day  of  June,  1898,  it  was  agreed  to  make 
the  following  appeal  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  monument  on  the  ground  at 
the  “Diamond,”  where  the  remains  of  our  brothers  still  he.  Therefore  we,  the 
committee  appointed,  do  ask  of  all  kind  and  liberal  cititizens  of  the  state  of 
Illinois  t‘)  contribute  to  the  g:eneral  memorial  fund  of  the  deceased  brothers. 
Committee:  Pres,  of  Sub.  Dist.  No.  i,  Percival  Clark,  secy.;  J.  W.  Anderson, 
Wm.  E.  Smith. 

The  Black  Diamond  wilf  receive  any  subscriptions  which  may  be  sent 
and  will  acknowledge  receipt  through  its  columns. 


FOR  A  DEPARTMENT  OF  MINES  AND  MINING. 

The  International  Mining  Congress  in  its  recent  session  at  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  adopted  the  following  resolutions  in  favor  of  the  establishment  by  the 
government  of  a  Department  of  Mines  and  Mining; 

“Whereas,  The  mining  interest  produces  the  raw  material  which  makes 
manufacture  and  commerce  possible,  and  is  the  foundation  of  national  pros¬ 
perity;  and 

“Whereas,  The  miner  makes  a  hand-to-hand  fight  with  danger  in  the  depths 
of  the  earth,  by  which  the  whole  country  profits;  and 

"Whereas,  The  difficulties  and  dangers  which  surround  him  and  the  scien¬ 
tific  and  executive  aid  which  he  needs  can  be  only  understood  and  appre¬ 
ciated  by  one  who  has  lived  his  life  and  shared  his  difficulties,  privations  and 
danger;  and 

“Whereas,  The  creation  of  the  department  of  agriculture  has  already 
been  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  agricultural  industry,  while  th  e  mining  in¬ 
dustry  still  languishes,  a  dependency  of  a  department  devoted  to  other  inter¬ 
ests,  and  necessarily  unable  to  understand  and  appreciate  its  needs;  therefore, 
be  it 

“Resolved,  By  the  International  Mining  Congress,  at  Salt  Lake  City 
assembled,  that  we  do  unanimously  petition  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
to  create  a  new  department  of  mines  and  mining,  whose  purpose  shall  be  to  aid, 
develop  and  foster  the  mining  industry  of  the  United  States  by  every  influence 
within  its  reach;  and  further  be  it 

“Resolved,  That  the  president  of  this  association  is  hereby  directed  to  ap¬ 
point  such  committees  and  take  such  action  as  shall  bring  this  measure  to  the 
attention  of  every  member  of  Congress,  and  to  stand  firm  in  its  support,  with¬ 
out  compromise  of  any  nature,  until  favorable  action  has  been  secured.” 


The  miners’  strike  in  the  northern  coal  field  of  Colorado  is  being  inves¬ 
tigated  by  the  State  Board  of  Arbitration,  and  a  settlement  may  be  reached 
this  week. 


102 


[July  23 


Xhk  Black  Diamond. 


OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interes 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


The  dealers  of  Marshalltown,  la.,  have  decided  to  sell  coal  only  for  cash 

with  order.  , 

* 

♦  * 

Anthracite  is  S5.00  per  ton  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.  This  is  due  to  the  cut  on 
Scranton  coal. 

* 

At  Detroit,  Mich.,  anthracite  on  a  contract  went  at  S4-56  per  ton,  with  soft 
coal  at  $1.92. 

4= 

♦  * 

At  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  the  best  Ohio  lump  coal  went  at  $2.50  per  ton,  with 
hard  coal  at  $4-86,  on  a  city  contract. 

* 

*  * 

W.  H.  Adams,  Richmond,  Ky.,  has  sold  out  his  coal  business  to  the  Pine 
Knot  Coal  Co.,  who  will  continue  the  business. 

* 

*  * 

July  nth  a  deal  was  closed  whereby  Fred  Mason  takes  possession  imme¬ 
diately  of  the  retail  coal  business  formerly  conducted  by  E.  Mead. 

**4= 

The  contract  for  supplying  the  Galena,  (Ill.)  city  schools  with  coal  for  the 
coming  winter  was  let  last  Tuesday  to  J.  G.  Schmohl,  he  being  the  lowest 
bidder. 

* 

*  ♦ 

The  Sullivan  Coal  Co.,  Sullivan,  Ind.,  has  rented  the  new  Goodman  build- 
ine  opposite  the  Times  office.  Robert  Calvert  will  move  into  it  at  once  and 
conduct  the  coal  business  at  that  place  as  well  as  the  business  of  trustees. 

*** 

The  water  and  electric  light  commission  of  Lansing,  Mich.,  has  awarded 
the  contract  for  their  coal  supply  to  W.  H.  Vance  &  Co  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  who 
will  supply  Kelly’s  Creek  coal  from  Mammoth,  Kanawha  County,  W.  Va.,  at 
$2.08  per  ton,  delivered.  About  4.000  tons  are  used. 

^  *  * 

* 

T  Coakley,  Utica,  N.  Y.,  has  sold  his  coal  business  to  L.  R.  &  C.  J.  Clark. 
The  Messrs.  Clark  were  formerly  of  Bainbridge,  and  in  addition  to  the  yard 
at  Eagle  street  and  the  West  Shore  railroad  have  opened  an  office  at  201 
Bleecker  street,  corner  of  Charlotte.  They  will  deal  in  Scranton  coal  and  also 
sell  coke  and  wood. 

a.* 

« 

Bids  will  be  received  by  the  secretary  of  the  school  board  Muscatine, 
Iowa  up  to  noon  of  the  first  day  of  August,  1898,  for  the  following  fuel,  namely: 
400  tons  of  LaSalle  third  vein  soft  coal  or  other  coal  equally  as  good;  70  cords 
second-growth  hard  wood,  15  cords  pine  slabs,  20  cords  of  rattlings,  20 
cords  of  short  pine  wood. 

*  * 

The  hard  coal  fight  which  has  been  prevailing  in  several  Wisconsin  cities 
has  reached  Appleton  and  the  dealers  are  busy  underbidding  each  other, 
lulv  15  the  price  was  reduced  from  S6.50,  which  had  been  the  ruling  price 
ever  since  last  spring,  to  $6,  and  today  another  reduction  of  25  cents  a  ton  was 
made.  That  Scranton  fight  is  getting  interesting. 

^  * 

D  Roderick  &  Co.,  Brodhead,  Wis.,  are  responsible  for  the  following: 
Having  purchased  Mr.  F.  A.  Cooley’s  buildings  and  business,  I  expect  to  carry 
on  the  coal  business  and  may  be  found  in  the  office  on  Clinton  street  after  the 
season  opens.  Thanking  my  patrons  for  their  liberal  patronap  in  the  past,  I 
hone  bv  fair  dealing  and  good  coal  to  merit  your  trade  in  the  future. 

^  D.  Roderick  &  Co. 

*** 

The  Committee  on  Public  Property  of  Linn,  Mass.,  met  last  Tuesday  even¬ 
ing  and  opened  bids  for  a  year’s  supply  of  coal  for  the  city.  The  proposals 
were  for  1500  tons,  more  or  less,  of  white  ash  broken,  white  ash  egg,  white  ash 
stove  and  500  tons  more  or  less,  Cumberland  or  Pocahontas.  Bids  were  re¬ 
ceived  from  J.  S.  Newhall,  Sprague  &  Breed.  W.  C.  Holder,  J.  B.  and  W.  A. 
Lamper  and  Breed  &  Stevens,  the  contract  being  finally  awarded  to  Sprague 
&  Breed. 

4!*4< 

Addison  S.  Bement,  for  many  years  a  prominent  retail  coal  dealer  of 
Toledo  Ohio,  died  at  the  residence  of  A.  A.  Milmine,  814  Walnut  street,  )uly 
n  Mr  Bement  was  born  at  Bryan.  Ohio,  and  after  compleiing  his  common 
school  education  came  to  Toledo,  where  he  identified  himself  with  the  retail 
coal  interests.  Within  the  past  year  he  suffered  financial  reverses,  which 
seem  to  have  brought  on  failing  health.  He  is  survived  by  a  young  wile. 
Mr,  Bement  was  a  member  and  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  First  Baptist  church 
of  this  city,  and  also  a  member  of  Harrison  Lodge,  K.  P. 

* 

*  4= 

An  esteemed  contemporary  contributes  the  following  to  our  collection  of 
literary  gems:  Some  men  won’t  advertise  when  they  are  busy— ihink  it  wi  1 
last  forever.  Some  men  won’t  advertise  when  times  are  dull  think  the  crack 
of  doom  is  just  about  the  city  line.  There  are  others  who  advertise  all  the 
time.  The  latter  attract  inquiries  and  orders,  and  in  good  times  can  pick 
what  they  want.  In  dull  times  they  get  all  there  is  going— the  other  fellow  is 
out  of  business.  One  is  an  optimist  in  prosperity,  a  pessimist  in  adversity 
and  a  narrow-gauge  weakling  all  the  time.  The  other  is  just  a  plain,  common 
sense  business  man.  What  kind  are  you? 


COAL  SUPPLY  FOR  2000  YEARS. 


In  these  days  when  coal  is  certainly  king  so  far  as  the  utilization  of  sea 
power  is  concerned,  a  good  many  anxious  questions  have  been  asked  as  to  the 
length  of  time  for  which  the  supply  of  “black  diamond”  could  be  relied  upon 
by  civilized  nations.  Indeed,  certain  alarmists  have  declared  that  some  other 
fuel  must  before  long  be  hit  upon,  unless  the  world’s  progress  is  to  come  to  a 
halt  for  the  lack  of  motive  power. 

There  seems  to  be  little  fear,  however,  of  a  coal  famine.  That  exceed¬ 
ingly  up-to-date  institution,  the  syndicate,  has  seen  to  that.  Through  various 
arts  a  body  of  British  capitalists  have  secured,  through  the  viceroy  of  China,  a 
60-year  lease  of  a  great  tract  of  country  in  the  celestial  empire  literally 
abounding  in  coal  and  iron.  This  regal  concession  of  despotism  to  capital  is 
in  the  northeast  corner  of  China,  and  as  described  by  the  London  Telegraph, 
it  extends  up  to  Mongolia  on  the  north,  is  bounded  on  the  west  and  south  by 
the  river  Hoang-Ho,  and  on  the  east  by  the  province  of  Chi-Li.  It  includes 
an  enormous  coal  field,  containing  the  best  anthracite  coal,  250  miles  long 
and  40  miles  wide.  The  coal  field  is  described  by  Baron  von  Richthofen,  in 
his  notable  work  on  China,  as  occupying  a  plateau  between  2,000  and  3,000 
feet  above  sea  level,  and  he  says  that  since  no  interruption  of  the  continuity 
of  coal  strata  occurs,  and  at  every  place  where  the  formation  crops  out  on  the 
surface  there  may  be  assumed  to  be  at  least  40  feet  of  workable  coal,  and  a 
probable  minimum  amount  of  30,000,000,000  tons  of  coal  can  easily  be  calcu¬ 
lated  for  the  whole  area.  The  anthracite,  he  continues,  would  suffice  to  meet 
the  coal  consumption  of  the  world  at  the  rate  of  300,000,000  tons  annually  for 
2,100  years. 

A  writer  in  one  of  the  magazines  says: 

“Of  course,  before  the  coal  mines  can  be  efficiently  worked  there  must  be 
railways.  These,  I  take  it,  must  shortly  be  constructed.  Yet  it  is  significant 
of  Chinese  \  olicy  that  in  negotiating  for  railway  concessions  of  any  sort  Sheng 
and  Li  will  never  entertain  any  proposals  with  regard  to  the  opening  of  coal 
mines.  1  heir  object  is  doubtless  to  keep  these  good  things  for  China  and  for 
the  future;  but  experience  teaches  us  that  the  richest  mines  in  the  world  will 
be  of  little  benefit  in  the  hands  of  native  officials.  My  object  is  to  show  what 
vast  opportunities  China  is  allowing  to  sleep  while  her  needs  are  growing 
daily  more  urgent.  By  opening  one  or  two  of  her  best  mines  on  a  system  of 
royalties  or  of  half  profits  she  would  do  more  toward  restoring  her  credit  than 
by  attempting  to  raise  the  tariff  duties.” 

WESTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


The  Pere  Marquette  Coal  Co.,  Saginaw,  Mich.,  purposes  putting  down 
two  shafts  on  the  west  side  this  fall. 

The  state  coal  operators,  of  Iowa,  have  agreed  on  a  shipping  scale  based 
on  a  local  rate  of  about  S2.50  per  ton. 

Robert  Marsh,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  has  been  appointed  general  sales- 
agent  for  the  Diamond  Coal  and  Coke  Company. 

The  Owosso  Coal  Co.,  at  Flint,  Mich.,  is  putting  new  miners  at  work 
daily,  and  largely  increasing  the  output  of  coal. 

Electric  mining  machines  have  been  introduced  into  the  plant  of  the  Som¬ 
ers  Coal  Co.  at  St.  Charles,  near  Saginaw,  Mich. 

The  Midland  Coal  and  Smelting  Co.,  Cherokee,  Kans.,  is  sinking  a  large 
shaft  and  expects  to  be  hoisting  coal  by  October  i. 

It  is  now  stated  that  some  of  the  coal  companies  at  Saginaw,  Mich.,  are 
about  to  build  docks  there  so  as  to  ship  their  products  by  wat  er. 

The  coal  miners  of  Kansas  are  registering  a  series  of  vigorous  kicks 
against  the  penitentiary  for  selling  convict  mined  coal  in  the  open  market. 

The  Hanie  Fork  Coal  Company,  Evanston,  Wyo.,  have  placed  a  contract 
with  the  Phillips  Mine  Supply  Company,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  for  its  full  equipment. 

The  Carlinville  Coal  Company  has  installed  a  new  set  of  boilers  at  its 
plant  at  Carlinville,  Ill.,  and  expects  to  resume  with  a  full  force  of  miners  very 
soon 

The  attempts  to  start  up  and  run  the  Penwell  mine  at  Pana,  Ill.,  with  non¬ 
union  men  has  not  been  successful  so  far  owing  to  the  violent  opposition  of  the 
union  miners. 

Contracts  have  been  made  with  the  State  institutions  of  Minnesota  at  $3-i9 
for  New  Kean,  \V.  Va.  coal;  »6.o8  for  anthracite  all  sizes,  and $2 .83  for  Yough- 
iogheny  gas  coal.  i 

The  coal  mining  industry  of  Indiana  is  much  depressed  at  present,  the  only 
exception  being  the  mines  in  Sullivan  county,  the  operators  of  which  have 
large  railroad  contracts. 

One  of  the  largest  coal  docks  in  the  world  is  almost  completed  at  Lake 
Linden.  It  is  being  built  by  the  Calumet  &  Hecla  Co.  wholly  of  steel,  and  has 
a  storage  capacity  of  200,000  tons. 

Noah  Young,  state  coal  mine  inspector  for  Wyoming,  reports  an  unusual 
condition  prevailing  in  the  coal  mining  business  of  the  state.  The  usual  con¬ 
dition  prevailing  is  an  over  supply  of  workmen  for  the  work  to  be  performed. 
At  the  present  time  there  is  more  work  than  the  present  force  of  miners  can 
accomplish  and  the  mine  owners  are  compelled  to  advertise  for  help. 

C  E.  Shaff,  general  manager  of  the  Big  Four  lines,  receritly  with  Wil¬ 
liam  Garstang,  superintendent  of  motive  power,  began  investigating  the  fuel 
Question  and  suggested  that  he  fit  up  the  switching  engines  at  Indianapolis 
with  grates  to  burn  slack.  The  cost  of  converting  an  engine  which  burned 
coal  into  one  to  burn  slack  does  not  exceed  §10.  As  a  result  of  this  confer¬ 
ence  the  switching  engines  at  Indianapolis  were  converted  into  slack-burners. 
The  result  is  a  saving  to  the  company  of  $i  ,200  per  month  with  the  switching 
engines  used  in  Indianapolis,  and  the  management  has  decided  to  fit  up  all 
its  switching  engines  to  burn  slack  coal  where  it  can  be  had.  This  will  ef¬ 
fect  a  saving  in  cost  of  fuel  to  the  road  for  its  switching  engines  of  several 
thousand  dollars  a  month,  and  the  service  will  be  just  as  satisfactory  as  when 
the  much  more  expensive  coal  was  used. 
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CATALOGUES. 


The  Jos.  Dixon  Crucible  Co.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J..  have  issued  a  revised  edi¬ 
tion  of  their  pamphlet  “Graphite  as  a  Lubricant.”  It  may  be  taken  for 
granted  that  there  is  no  substance  so  smooth  as  pure  graphite,for  which  reason 
it  is  the  best  solid  lubricant  known  in  science  or  practice,  as  it  is  entirely  un¬ 
affected  by  heat  or  cold,  acid  or  alkalies.  A  prominent  engineer  says,  “The 
more  solid  the  lubricant  that  can  be  used  in  any  place  the  better  the  lubrication;” 
and  Dixon’s  Ticonderago  graphite,  which  is  a  solid  flake  graphite  of  marvelous 


srnoothness,  toughness  and  endurance,  its  use  greatly  increases  the  life  and  lu¬ 
bricating  value  of  any  oil,  tallow  or  grease  to  which  it  is  added.  For  all  classes 
of  machinery  it  is  now  being  used  with  eminently  satisfactory  results.  Only  two 
conditions  are  required  to  ensure  perfect  success  in  lubrication:  the  graphite 
must  be  absolutely  pure  and  free  from  grit  and  the  flakes  of  uniform  size. 
During  the  past  few  years  it  is  stated  that  the  sales  of  this  particular  graphite 
has  been  “more  than  doubled.”  It  has  been  thoroughly  tested  on  locomotives, 
stationery,  marine  and  pumping  engines,  with  surprising  and  most  satisfactory 
results  to  even  the  strongest  advocates  of  graphite  lubrication.  This  32-page 
book  will  be  mailed  on  application. 


.  c. 
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EASTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 

Extensions  to  the  plant  of  the  Connellsville  Coal  and  Coke  Co.  at  Union- 
town  are  being  made. 

The  Royal  Oak  Coal  Co.,  with  offices  at  Shamokin,  Pa.,  has  been  incor¬ 
porated,  with  $60,000  capital. 

The  coal  dealers  of  Brockton,  Mass.,  are  said  to  be  warmly  interested  in 
the  movement  for  a  reduction  in  freight  rates. 

The  amount  of  coal  so  far  handled  on  the  local  docks  of  the  Ohio  Central 
at  Toledo,  Ohio,  exceeds  200,000  tons,  which  is  greatly  in  excess  of  that  of  last 
season  up  to  July  9. 

The  Stalter  Coal  Company  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  has  increased  its  capital 
stock  from  $20,000  to  $30,000.  G.  Herman  is  president  and  David  Shertzer 
secretary  of  this  company. 

The  Zaleski  Coal  Washery  at  McArthur,  Ohio,  is  working  full  time  and 
has  orders  ahead  for  their  entire  output.  The  production  of  this  plant  is  pop¬ 
ular  wherever  their  coal  has  been  introduced,  and  a  bright  future  for  the  com¬ 
pany  seems  assured. 

Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners 
of  the  city  of  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  on  or  before  July  28,  1898,  to  furnish  tor  one  year 
from  date  of  contract,  run  of  mine  and  slack  coal  ot  good  rjuality,  for  use  at 
the  city  water  works,  3,000  tons,  more  or  less. 

An  old  fire  which  has  been  smouldering  and  breaking  out  at  intervals  for 
the  past  26  years  in  the  Penny  Royal  mine  of  the  Marietta  and  Stillwagon 
Coal  Co.  at  ConnellsvUle,  Pa.,  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad,  broke  out  at 
a  brattice  wall  early  this  morning  and  is  now  raging  fiercely. 

Some  35,000  miners  in  the  Altoona,  Pa.,  district  have  adopted  a  scale 
which  is  equivalent  to  an  advance  of  10  per  cent  over  their  present  wages. 
This  has  been  presented  to  the  operators  who  have  until  July  20th  to  make  re¬ 
ply.  In  the  event  of  it  being  refused  the  miners  will  go  out  on  strike. 

The  Columbia  Gas  Coal  Company  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  has  in  the  last  few 
weeks  made  large  acqu  sitions  to  the  territory  owned  and  controlled  by  it  in 
South  Huntingdon  township.  It  has  purchased  large  tracts  of  coal  land  from 
Samuel  and  Henry  Gressley  and  Daniel  B.  Greenawalt,  aggregating  $28,125. 

There  appears  to  be  some  reason  for  the  oft  repeated  rumors  that  there  is 
danger  in  the  present  situation  of  mining  affairs  in  Ohio.  To  meet  the  compe¬ 
tition  from  West  V'irginia  is  impossible  under  the  present  wage  scale  paid  in 
Ohio,  and  the  outcome  is  being  seriously  considered  by  the  miners  themselves. 

It  is  reported  that  a  receiver  has  been  appointed  for  the  Raybould  Coal 
Co.,  Nelsonville,  Ohio.  The  corporation  was  composed  of  three  Raybould 
brothers,  residents  of  this  city  and  Columbus,  capitalists.  The  entire  com¬ 
munity,  especially  coal  men,  hope  and  express  the  belief  of  speedy  adjust¬ 
ment. 

The  Johnson  Coal  Co.,  of  Fayette  City,  Pa.,  has,  it  is  stated,  purchased  the 
coal  underlying  the  land  of  George  W.  Martin,  in  Rostraver  township,  near 
Fayette  City.  The  price  paid  was  $20,000.  The  company  will  put  down  two 
shafts  on  the  property.  The  same  company  has  also  purchased  a  tract  of  land 
from  H.  M.  Liston,  of  Uniontown. 

A  general  order  has  been  issued  by  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  West¬ 
ern  Company,  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  to  have  all  its  collieries  in  the  Lackawanna  val¬ 
ley  work  nine  hours  per  day  until  further  notice.  The  cause  of  this  activity 
in  the  place  of  comparative  idleness  is  attributed  by  company  officials  to  a  de¬ 
sire  to  ship  3,000,000  tons  across  the  great  lakes  before  navigation  closes. 

James  Bateman,  who  is  superintending  the  work  of  shafting  the  Keffer’s 
tract,  nearTremont,  Pa.,  for  M.  P.  Quinn,  of  Pottsville,  found  the  No.  5  vein 
last  month  and  the  No.  4  last  week.  The  No.  5  has  10  feet  of  fine  coal.  The 
No.  4  is  not  so  thick,  but  the  coal  is  of  very  good  quality.  Other  veins  are  be¬ 
ing  looked  for  and  if  they  are  found  in  good  condition  extensive  openings  will 
be  made.  • 


The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  and  coke  originat¬ 
ing  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  July  9,  1898, 
and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  as  fol¬ 
lows; 

1898.  1898.  >897. 

Week  ending  Year  to  Year  to 


July  9.  July  9.  July  10. 

Anthracite,  tons .  65,586  1,691,272  1,662,707 

Bituminous,  tons .  209,237  7,246,325  5,989,760 

Coke,  tons .  88,047  3,161,613  2,301,003 


Total .  362,870  12.099,210  9,953,470 


The  Washington  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Pittsburg,  hasordered  from  the  Phillips 
Mine  Supply  Co.,  of  that  city,  a  complete  triple  outfit  for  the  new  mine  of 
that  company  in  Washington  run.  The  Washington  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has 
been  making  large  improvements  on  its  property  for  the  past  few  months,  and 
with  the  installation  of  the  new  tipple  will  have  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
coal  mining  properties  in  this  or  any  other  district.  The  capacity  of  the  com¬ 
pany  will  be  increased  to,  approximately,  8,000  tons  of  coal  per  day,  the 
greater  part  of  which  will  be  turned  into  coke.  The  company  has  recently 
erected  200  new  bee-hive  coke  ovens,  giving  a  capacity  of  500  ovens,  the  en¬ 
tire  improvement  involving  the  expenditure  of  something  like  $200,000. 


There  is  a  war  on  in  prices  on  hard  coal  among  the  dealers  of  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.,  and  the  best  stove  coal  is  now  being  s-old  and  contracted  for  $5.25  per 
ton.  There  was  an  agre  ment  on  ainon2  the  dealers  to  maintain  a  uniform 
price  of  $6.00  on  coal.  Some  of  the  dealers  thought  they  got  wind  that  the 
agreement  was  being  violated  and  a  cut  of  25c  being  made  by  some  dealers, 
and  so  the  war  was  the  result,  the  price  going  down  to  $5.25,  and  may  go  lower 
if  the  fight  should  continue. 


SAVE  75  per  cent. 

^tr^TELEGRAPH  BILL 

BY  USING  D.  P.  HYATT’S  CODE. 

Tbe  only  Geueral  Code  ever  published  covering  Coal  ai  d  Coke 

from  all  districts. 

Prtuted  on  bond  paper  and  substantially  bound  in  leather. 

PRICE,  $1.25. 

The  price  will  be  covered  in  a  very  few  telegrams. 

O-  F». 

DETROIT, . MICHIGAN. 


J.  K.  CABLE,  Pres.  GEO.  Itl.  SPACE,  Vice-Pres 

F.  L.  CHAPIUAN,  Sec.  H.  W.  C.  BOWDOIN,  Treas. 


OHIO  COAL  GO. 


The  coal  dealers  of  Haverhill,  Mass.,  held  a  meeting  last  evening  and  re¬ 
duced  the  price  of  coal.  The  reduction  made  consists  of  the  50  cents  advance 
which  was  made  two  months  ago  just  before  the  war  began.  At  that  time  the 
dealers  feared  that  with  the  war,  there  would  be  an  increase  in  freight  rates, 
but  since  then  they  have  learned  that  their  fears  were  groundless  and  have 
been  able  to  get  coal  at  the  old  rates. 

The  Phillips  Mine  Supply  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  is  rushed  with  contracts  and 
orders  and  is  obliged  to  work  overtime.  The  company  manufactures  coal 
tipples,  screens,  mine  cars  and  mine  equipment,  and  is  at'present  completing 
contracts  for  the  building  of  tipples  for  mining  companies  inTennessee,  Ala¬ 
bama  and  Wyoming.  The  Western  shipment  to  be  made  this  week  is  an  es¬ 
pecially  large  one,  and  amounts  to  many  thousand  dollars. 


General  Office.st  Pioneer  Press  Building,  ST. PAUL,  MINN. 

...Agencies  at... 

A.IilaiiU,  We«t  Siiperiur,  Green  Bay,  niilwaukee,  B  ia,; 

St.  Paul,  raiuueapolia,  Duliilb,  miBn.;  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 
...Distributing;  Docka... 
f'nliitli,  Ashland,  West  Superior,  tUilwaukee. 

DEALERS  IN 

ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  COALS 

ALSO 

BEST  GRADES  OF  COKE 


THE  CELEBRATED 


SMITHING  COAL 


DAVIS  COAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY. 

ELK  GftRDEN  BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  TKE 

Davis  Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


High  in  Carbon. 

Low  in  Sulphur  and  Ash. 


For  Ore  Smelters,  Foundries 
and  Family  Use. 


Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont,  "w,  Va. 


SMITHING  COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


The  Pine  Knot  Coal  Co.  has  bought  the  coal  business  of  N.  H.  Adams  at 
Richmond,  Ky. 

The  Texas  &  Pacific  Coal  Co.,  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  are  engaged  in  sinking 
a  coal  shaft  at  Wellborn,  under  the  supervision  of  assistant  general  man¬ 
ager  R.  H.  Ward. 

An  occasional  correspondent  in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  writes;  "All  the  mines 
in  Walker  county  along  the  Southern  R.  R.  are  working  six  days  a  week  and 
new  men  are  being  put  to  work  each  day.” 

The  shipments  of  coat  from  the  Cumberland-Georges  Creek  Coal  region 
show  enormous  increases  over  those  of  last  year,  being  nearly  250,000  tons 
greater  up  to  July  23d  as  compared  with  1897. 

Col.  J.  Willoughby  McCardell,  collector  for  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Ca.nat  Co.,  Williamsport,  Md.,  in  his  report  for  the  month  of  June  says  his 
shipments  were  8,648  tons,  being  an  increase  of  nearly  5,000  tons  over  the  cor¬ 
responding  month  in  1897. 

The  Carbon  Coal  &  Co.,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  was  chartered  last  week,  with 
a  capital  of  $100,000.  The  principal  offices  will  be  in  Charleston.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  J.  R.  Thomas  and  C.  Scholz  of  Monmouth;  John  L.  Dickinson,  M. 
Jackson  and  E.  W.  Knight  of  Charleston. 

A  big  deal  in  Walker  County,  Ala.,  coal  land  has  recently  been  closed  by 
Col.  B.  .\i.  Long  of  Jasper.  The  price  paid  was  about  $160,000  and  Canadian 
and  Eastern  capitalists  are  the  purchasers  of  12,000  acres.  The  property  will 
be  extensively  developed  by  the  Jay  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Birmingham. 

A  new  railroad  up  Boomer’s  branch  about  twenty  miles  above  Charleston, 
W.  Va.,  is  now  being  surveyed.  The  work  will  be  begun  on  iis  construction  as 
soon  as  the  survey  is  completed.  It  is  to  be  a  construction  of  the  Boomer 
Coal  and  Coke  Company’s  road,  and  is  to  reach  new  mines  now  being 
opened. 

The  West  Virginia  Fuel  Co.  was  chartered  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  last  week 
for  the  purpose  of  mining  coal,  manufacturing  coke,  principal  office.  Charleston; 
authorized  capital,  $100,000;  incorporators:  Donald  McDonald,  of  Cincinnati; 
J.  E.  Chilton,  J.  E.  Scaggs,  W.  A.  MacCorkle,  and  W.  E.  Chilton,  of 
Charleston. 

The  Little  River  Coal,  Railroad  6c  Mining  Co.,  of  West  Virginia.  The 
Little  River  Coal,  Railroad  &  Mining  Co.,  has  been  incorporated  at  $1,500,000 
capital  stock  to  build  a  railroad  from  St.  Albans,  Kanawha  county,  to  Madison, 
in  Boone  county.  H.  J.  Loudy, of  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  and  several  New  York 
parties  are  the  incorporators. 

A  tow  of  twelve  barges,  carrying  6,000  tons  of  Walker  county  coil,  was 
loaded  at  Greenville,  Ala.,  last  week  to  go  down  the  Mississippi  river  this  week 
for  sugar  plantations  in  lower  Mississippi  and  in  Louisiana.  It  is  expected 
that  over  100,000  tons  of  Alabama  coal  will  be  sent  down  the  river  by  the  barge 
line  this  season  and  almost  41,000  tons  have  been  shipped. 


The  Oskaloosa  syndicate  that  has  purchased  a  large  body  of  coal  land 
three  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Albia,  Iowa,  broke  ground  Monday  for  a  shaft 
leading  to  the  six-foot  vein  that  has  developed  in  prospecting.  The  force  of 
workmen  have  already  removed  the  earth  down  to  the  rock,  and  blasting  for 
the  shaft  will  commence  at  once.  This  is  to  be  one  of  the  largest  mining 
plants  in  Monroe  county. 


The  Bingamon  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Fairmont,  Va.,  is  a  new  concern  es¬ 
tablished  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  and  leasing  coal  lands  and  mining  and 
shipping  coal  and  its  products.  The  capital  subscribed  is  $500.  The  shares 
are  $100  each  and  are  held  by  F.  W.  Mclntire,  Seymour  Mclntire  and  Elias 
Mclntire,  of  Worthington,  W,  Va.,  James  Lawlis  of  Enterprise,  and  John  A. 
Clark  of  Fairmont. 

NEILSON 

RED-ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

IDICKSON  Sc  EIDIDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Office,  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Aot. 

^^rciiiowi^N, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

“AVOCA  ’’  (Pittston  District) 

FRANKLIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 
“LOUISE  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE; 

PITTSTON,  PA,  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


XhexurneY  &  JOITCS  CO., 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL  ' 

■  •  ■  ■  OF  THE  •  ■  •  • 

CONGO  COAL 

Anthracite  and  Smithing  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  No.  355  Dearborn  St. 

COLUMBUS,  O.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


FRICK 

~  GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells- 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing  and 
I  /  domestic  purposes.  I  3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 
_  \  Direct  Connections  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

I  Quotations,  Freight  Rates,  Pamphlets  giving  full  information  promptly  furnished  upon  application. 


H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO., 

Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna.  Headquarters  for 


lOfi 


Xhe  Black  Diamond, 


[July  23 


Harrison  Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years’ 
Service. 

1600 
machines 
in  use. 


1315 
sq.  ft.  in 
9  honrs. 


Best  Combination  for  Mining  Operations. 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 

RECORD: 

17  years* 

continn- 

ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
donble 
shift. 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY,  -  -  -  Chicago,  Illinois. 


The  ‘link-Belt”  Electric  Chain  Breast  Machine. 


COVERED  BY  FOUR  U.  S.  PATENTS  ISSUED  AND  PENDING. 


Special  Points  of  Advantage: 

Cuts  a  perfectly  level  floor;  leaves  no  bottom  coal  for  loaders  to  take  up. 

Works  equally  well  to  right  or  left  across  room  or  entry.  Machine  cuttings  can  be 
shoveled  from  either  s'de. 

System  of  rollers  by  means  of  which  machine  is  easily  moved  across  fgce  of  room, 
thereby  greatly  incieasing  capacity. 

Shortest  machine  for  le  gth  of  undercut. 

Most  secure  and  easily-h  indled  rear  jack,  attached  to  machine. 

Simplest  feed  ng  me  fiainsm  l.e>s  g,'ais  and  fewest  number  of  parts. 

Compa  t  “(bist  and  wat  r  pro,,f”  ir  •  -idad  multipolar  motor. 

Strongest  frame  and  ,  h.ini.  ailmittin  r  of  using  steel  most  economically. 
Chisel-holding  device  cover  d  by  patents  su  tained  by  Judge  Sage. 

PRICES  AND  ESTIMATES  ON  APPLICATION. 


Power  Generators, 
Mine  Pumps, 
Locomotives, 

Drills,  Etc. 

The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 

Engineers-Founders-Machinists,  Chicago,  u.  s.  a. 


THE  .lEFFREY  RHAIN  CflAl  RUTTING  MACHINERY. 


All  Claims  Based  on  Actual  Results. 


Machinery  fully  covered  by  Guarantees. 

The  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter  will  produce  from 
100  percent  to  150  per  cent  more  coal  than  the 
puncher  machines  under  the  same  conditions. 

COMPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


Electric  Chain  Coal  Cutter 


Electric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  Drills. 

Electric  Sliearlog  Machines. 
Air  Slieariug  Machines. 


Electric  Lougwall  Machines 
Air  Longwall  Machines. 
Electric  Locomotives. 
Electric  Pumps. 


Manufacturers  Dynamos  and  Motors. 


Compressed  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 


THE  JEFFREY  MFG.  CO.,  -  Columbus,  Ohio. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 

FUBLISHBD  WBBKLT 

IN  THE  INTEREST  OP  THE  COAL  INDU8TBY 
BT  THE  BLACK  DIAMCND  COttPMf 

CiNCOEPORATBD.) 

OFFICIAL  PAPER  OF  THE  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF 
ILLINOIS  AND  WISCONSIN— Secretary,  T.  A.  Bedwell,  Rockford, 
!ll.;  THE  MICHICAN  RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCI ATION-Secretary, 
James  T.  Eaman,  Detroit,  Mich.;  THE  WHOLESALE  AND 
RETAIL  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF  OHIO-Secretary, 
W.J. Ferguson,  Dayton,  Ohio;  and  THE  INDIANA  RETAIL  COAL 
ASSOCIATION— Secretary,  A.  C.  Hill,  Kendallville,  Ind. 

JOHN  B.  LUCAS,  •  -  -  —  -  —  _  Editor 

Mrs.  H.  a.  BISCHOPP,  Business  Manager 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE, 

Yearly  (in  advance), . $3.00 

Single  Copies, . ,10 

ADVERTISING  RATES — FURNISHEIX  ON  APPLICATION. 

Address  all  communications  to 

The  Black  Diamond 

Temple  Court  Building . Chicago,  111. 

New  York,  29  Liberty  St.,  -  .  -  -  -  S.  O.  Graer,  Mgr. 

ENTERED  AT  THE  CHICAGO  POST  OFFICE  AS  SECOND-CLASS  MATTER. 
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We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  mine  owners,  workers, 
shippers  and  agents,  if  they  will  kindly,  from  time  to  time, 
furnish  such  intelligence  as  may  be  of  public  interest  to  the 
coal  trade,  when  it  comes  under  their  notice. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 


According  to  the  Bureau  of  Coal  Statistics  compiled  in  the 
offices  of  the  Black  Diamond,  receipts  of  anthracite  coal  by  lake 
at  Chicago  show  a  very  large  increase  during  the  first  ten  days  of 
July  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  last  year.  Re¬ 
ceipts  of  bituminious  coal  from  Pennsylvania  at  Chicago  shows  a 
slight  increase,  but  those  from  Ohio  and  West  Virginia  have  de¬ 
creased.  Illinois  coal  receipts  from  the  southern,  central  and 
eastern  fields  have  fallen  off  heavily,  but  from  the  northern  dis¬ 
trict  there  is  quite  a  little  increase  from  July  i  to  July  lO.  Indi¬ 
ana  block  has  increased  for  the  same  period,  while  bituminous 
coal  has  decreased.  Receipts  of  coke  show  a  large  increase.  In 
'  shipments  there  is  a  decrease  in  anthracite,  a  slight  increase  in 
bituminous  coal  and  a  large  increase  in  coke  for  the  first  ten 
days  in  July. 

On  this  page  in  the  last  issue,  July  23,  appeared  the  following: 
“All  rail  coal  from  Buffalo  is  maintained  at  583.75  f.  o.  b.  there  for 
the  domestic  sizes;”  the  figures  should  have  read  ^41^4.75,  as  a 
glance  at  the  Buffalo  market  report  would  have  shown. 

The  anthracite  coal  market  in  the  West  has  been  in  an  excited 
condition  since  the  first  inkling  of  the  news  of  the  restoration  of 
prices  at  noon  July  23,  and  there  has  been  the  usual  rush  by  the 
trade  to  buy.  Since  the  reduction  in  prices  July  7  a  very  large 
tonnage  of  coal  has  been  disposed  of  to  dealers  and  consumers. 

I  The  advance  to  the  old  rate  of  $5@5.25  was  a  complete  surprise 
to  the  trade  at  large,  sales  agents,  shippers,  jobbers  and  all  con¬ 
cerned.  It  looks  as  though  all  the  anthracite  shippers  and  opera¬ 
tors  had  sold  more,  a  great  deal  more,  coal  at  the  low  prices  that 
have  prevailed  the  past  two  weeks  than  they  anticipated  or  rather 
cared  or  wanted  to  sell,  but  they  were  constrained  to  take  orders 


from  their  regular  customers  or  lose  their  business.  There  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  no  end  to  the  desire  to  take  coal  at  the  low  prices, 
and  in  order  to  check  the  demand  it  was  necessary  to  put,  nomi¬ 
nally,  so  high  a  price  for  future  sales  as  to  cause  the  dealer  and 
consumer  to  stop  and  think  whether  there  would  be  any  object  in 
buying  any  more  coal  at  present.  The  market  is  stagnant  so  far 
as  regards  new  business,  and  will  be  until  after  this  cheap  coal  is 
shipped  and  absorbed  by  the  dealers  and  consumers,  when  it  will 
probably  settle  down  to  a  more  reasonable  figure. 

Bituminous  coal  begins  to  show  some  improvement,  and  while 
the  enlargement  of  tonnage  and  trade  is  not  very  heavy,  yet  it 
covers  more  territory  generally  throughout  the  West.  This  is 
unmistakably  indicative  that  the  betterment  may  be  expected  to 
increase  steadily  during  August.  This  slight  reaction  is  largely 
in  commercial  coal,  and  coal  for  threshing  purposes,  which  con¬ 
tinues  in  steady  and  good  demand.  Western  railroads  are  already 
receiving  heavy  requisitions  for  box  cars  for  grain,  and  not  a  few 
of  them  are  more  or  less  handicapped  by  a  large  number  of  their 
cars  being  held  on  side  tracks  loaded  with  anthracite  coal  bought 
at  the  recent  low  prices.  Increased  orders  for  fuel  from  railroads 
to  apply  on  contracts  are  already  being  received  by  some  opera¬ 
tors,  and  general  freight  agents  expect  a  heavy  traffic  in  grain, 
which  will  mean  a  greater  consumption  of  and  demand  for  coal. 
As  will  be  noticed  in  the  leading  paragraph,  decreases  are  re¬ 
ported  in  the  receipts  of  coal  at  Chicago  from  many  districts, 
and  also  from  West  Virginia.  This  indicates  that  there  has  been 
a  very  considerable  falling  off  in  the  demand  for  fuel  for  indus¬ 
trial  purposes  and  for  domestic  use,  showing  conclusively  that 
the  war  has  had  its  effect  on  the  former,  while  gas  and  oil  will 
account  for  the  latter.  Indiana  is  practically  free  from  strike 
trouble,  but  the  other  competitive  states,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and 
Illinois,  are  more  or  less  afflicted.  Notwithstanding  which,  the 
prospects  for  a  good  business  during  the  remaining  months  of  the 
year  are  considered  favorable,  and  will  be  especially  good,  pro¬ 
viding  there  is  a  fair  average  corn  crop.  So  far  the  small  grain 
yield  is  regarded  as  being  excellent. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  the  anthracite  coal  mar¬ 
ket  “quiet  though  steady  at  present  quotations,”  but  owing  to  the 
irregularity  of  prices  in  the  West  sales  are  small.  This  is  due 
to  surmise  as  to  the  possible  effect  of  the  want  of  uniformity  in 
quotations  in  that  section,  but  there  is  a  feeling  of  some  strength 
imparted  from  the  fact  that  the  carrying  interests  appear  to  be 
determined  to  obtain  better  prices  for  their  product.  The  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  price  in  the  West  by  a  leading  producing  railroad  was 
a  surprise  to  the  trade,  but  it  is  understood  that  some  of  the  other 
interests  were  cognizant  of  it,  and  that  it  was  done  to  bring  about 
a  closer  and  more  harmonious  concert.  A  meeting  of  the  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  producing  companies  was  held  this  week  to  discuss 
the  situation  and  to  outline  a  policy  for  the  coming  season’s  busi¬ 
ness.  The  outcome  is  anxiously  looked  for,  but  a  better  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  market  is  expected,  judging  from  the  bullish  movement 
of  coal  stocks  on  Wall  street.  That  the  output  for  August  will 
be  curtailed  and  prices  advanced  August  i  is  a  foregone  conclu¬ 
sion.  So  far  prices  are  nominally  unchanged,  yet  coal  can  be  had 
through  individual  operators  and  middlemen  at  low  figures. 
The  eastern  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  has  somewhat  improved 
and  shipments  from  the  lower  ports  are  increasing  as  freights 
have  been  equalized  with  those  at  Philadelphia.  In  other  respects 
business  continues  dull.  New  York  harbor  trade  and  business  to 
Long  Island  Sound  are  both  equally  quiet.  The  tonnage  of  all-rail 
shipments  is  smaller,  so  that  the  low  prices  of  coal  have  not 
increased  shipments  to  any  extent. 

Omaha  advices  are  that  the  advance  in  price  of  hard  coal  was 
a  complete  surprise  to  the  trade,  and  there  has  been  a  good  deal 
of  activity  among  buyers  in  their  efforts  to  get  their  wants  cov¬ 
ered  at  the  reduced  figures.  Our  correspondent  says,  “anthracite 
men  ought  to  be  well  satisfied  with  the  Missouri  river  trade.”  They 
probably  are  as  regards  tonnage.  Prices  at  retail  are  quoted  at 
$7.50  per  ton  for  immediate  delivery,  as  low  a  quotation  as  known 
for  years.  The  soft  coal  business  is  stagnant  and  no  revival  is  ex¬ 
pected  for  some  weeks. 

Market  Review  continued  on  page  126. 
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I  EASTERN  OEERE  OF  THE  HLACK  J)IAMOM). 

^  29  LIBERTY  STREET,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 
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PRICES  F.  O.  B.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 

July  27,  i8g8. 

Broken  Egg.  Stove.  Nut 

Companies  Free  Burning 


White  Ash .  53-65  $3.90  $4- 15  53-90 

STEA.M  SIZES. 

Pea . $2.oo-$2.6o 

Buckwheat . . .  1.65-  1.90 

Rice . 1.30-  1.45 


AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 


White  ash . 55-oo 

Pink  ash .  5.50 

Red  ash .  5.75 


The  anthracite  coal  trade  at  this  center  continues  quiet  though  steady  at 
present  cpiotations.  Sales  are  even  smaller  than  they  were  owing  to  the  de¬ 
moralization  in  the  western  market,  and  considerable  speculation  is  being  in¬ 
dulged  in  as  to  the  outcome  of  the  possible  effect  upon  prices  here;  so  far, 
however,  prices  have  suffered  little  a-tid  an  undercurrent  of  opinion  has  been 
perceptible  during  the  week  which  would  look  as  though  the  carrying  interests 
had  made  up  their  minds  to  get  more  money  for  their  product.  The  announce¬ 
ment  that  the  Lackawanna  Railroad  had  advanced  their  prices  at  Chicago  one 
dollar  a  ton  on  the  various  sizes,  making  the  prices  S5.25  for  egg,  stove  and 
nut,  was  somewhat  of  a  surprise  to  the  trade,  though  it  is  thought  that  other 
powers  are  at  the  back  of  it  which  will  be  felt  to  the  extent  of  bringing  about  a 
more  harmonious  condition  in  the  trade,  as  already  those  companies  who  met 
the  cuts  of  the  Lackawanna  Company  are  restoring  their  prices  in  that  market. 
It  is  understood  that  a  meeting  of  the  officials  of  the  various  carrying  com¬ 
panies  will  be  held  this  week  to  discuss  the  situation  and  to  outline  a  policy 
for  the  coming  season’s  trade.  Much  importance  is  attached  to  this  meeting,  as 
the  situation  is  a  critical  one  and  it  devolves  upon  the  presidents 
of  the  roads  to  restore  harmony  or  to  adopt  a  go  as-you-please  policy.  While 
at  the  moment  everybody  seems  to  be  in  the  dark  as  to  what  action  will  be 
taken,  even  to  the  sales  agents,  yet  judging  from  the  bullish  movement  of  coal 
stocks  in  the  past  few  days,  it  would  indicate  that  J.  Pierpont  Morgan’s  “fine 
Italian  hand’’  is  apparent,  and  better  things  may  be  looked  for.  The  belief  is 
further  that  the  output  will  be  curtailed  and  prices  advanced  August  ist  to 
take  advantage  of  the  delayed  trade.  Dealers  at  all  points  are  doing  little 
business,  and  are  withholding  their  orders  to  wait  and  see  what  the  outcome 
will  be.  Prices  are  nominally  unchanged,  yet  coal  can  be  had  through  indi¬ 
vidual  operators  and  middlemen  at  considerably  lower  figures.  The  question 
of  establishing  a  joint  selling  agency  for  coal  has  again  cropped  up  owing  to 
the  disorganized  condition  of  the  trade.  Not  much  thought,  however,  is  given 
this,  as  It  is  not  believed  to  be  feasible  at  the  present  time. 

The  eastern  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  shows  a  slight  improvement  in  that 
the  further  lower  ports  are  able  to  ship  their  coal  at  a  rate  of  ocean  freight 
the  same  as  from  Philadelphia,  and  are  taking  advantage  of  this  fact  to  move 
all  the  coal  possible,  and  consumers,  where  they  have  bought  on  an  f.  o.  b. 
basis,  are  also  taking  advantage  of  this  fact,  making  the  shipments  from  the  fur¬ 
ther  lower  ports  larger,  otherwise  the  trade  is  inclined  to  be  dull  without 
change.  A  50  cent  rate  to  the  Sound  from  Philadelphia  is  about  as  low  as 
ocean  vessels  can  take  and  pay  costs,  and  generally  at  the  dull  season  of  the 
year  rates  touch  these  figures  from  the  further  lower  ports  as  m  this  instance. 
Most  of  the  shipments  are  being  made  to  points  east  of  Cape  Cod,  Sound 
business  being  practically  nothing — say  an  occasional  cargo.  54ew  York  har¬ 
bor  trade  remains  very  quiet,  with  nothing  doing  in  it.  All  rail 
trade  is  reduced  in  tonnage  somewhat,  and  the  low  figures  in 
the  wav  of  prices  that  were  named  for  this  trade  do  not  seem  to  have 
increased  it  to  any  amount,  judging  from  present  shipments.  We  do  not  hear 
of  anything  new  in  the  way  of  labor  propositions.  Men  having  made  their 
representations  are  undoubtedly  laving  quiet,  and  whether  they  will  move  fur¬ 
ther  in  the  matter  only  the  future  can  tell.  Transportation  from  mines  to  tide 
is  slow';  though  the  demand  from  shippers  being  small,  it  makes  but  little 
difference.  Of  course  the  lower  ports  which  have  call  for  more  coal  than  Phila¬ 
delphia  feel  any  delay  in  shipments  in  an  increased  way.  Car  supply  is  up  to 
all  demands. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  in  fair  supply,  though  where 
consumers  are  particular  in  regard  to  getting  within  25  or  50  tons  of  the  exact 
amount  it  has  been  found  difficult  to  secure  vessels,  though  in  most  cases  of 
odds  and  ends  of  orders  in  the  hands  of  shippers  calling  for  particular  reejuire- 
ments  have  been  pretty  well  cleaned  up.  We  quote  current  rates  of  freight 
as  follows;  from  Philadelphia  to  Boston,  Salem,  Portland  and  Portsmouth,6oc; 
Providence,  New  Bedford  and  the  Sound,  50c;  Wareham,  Lynn  and  Newbury- 
port,  70c;  Dover,  90C  and  towage;  Saco,  80c  and  towage;  Bath,  Bangor  and 
Gardiner,  65c  to  70c  with  towage  to  latter  port.  The  further  lower  ports  are 
quoted  at  about  the  same  figures. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  $1.60  to 
S1.75  f.  o.  b.  Phil.adelphia,  $1.25  toSi.50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  Sr.65  to  $1.75 
on  the  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  h  irbor  shipping  port  from  $2.10  to 
$2.20  on  the  higher  grades,  and  $1.60  to  $1.75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

July  27,  1898. 

On  Monday,  July  25,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  New  York,  the 
coal  companies  in  this  city  advanced  the  price  of  anthracite  one  dollar  per 
ton,  that  is,  from  S4-25  to  $5.25  on  dock  for  the  smaller  or  domestic  sizes.  This 
will  make  the  retail  price  S5.75@$6.oo  according  to  the  haul.  Wholesalers 
and  dealers  report  a  large  amount  of  coal  sold  at  the  recent  low  prices. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

July  25,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  remains  unchanged  and  is  at  the  present  in  a  wraiting 
condition.  All  concerns  are  watching  with  interest  the  outcome  of  the  presi¬ 
dents’  meeting,  which  is  to  be  held  in  New  York  on  Tuesday  the  26th,  at 
2  p.  m.  It  is  impossible  to  say  what  will  be  done  at  this  meeting,  and  even  | 
the  best  informed  are  at  a  loss  to  know  just  what  will  be  done.  The  meeting’ 
was  called  by  President  J.  Rogers  Maxwell  of  the  Jersey  Central  and  Presi-  I 
dent  Olyphant  of  the  Delaware  &  Hudson,  evidently  for  the  purpose  of  dis-  j 
cussing  the  situation  and  passing  resolutions  to  govern  the  output  and  bring 
the  interests  into  closer  harmony.  Just  what  results  this  will  have  on  the  trade 
is  a  matter  of  some  speculation,  as  it  is  doubtful  if  all  the  companies 
will  agree  to  such  arrangements  unless  the  Lackawanna  company  is 
securely  tied  up,  as  the  feelings  against  this  company  have  always 
been  strong  as  regards  the  maintainance  of  prices,  but  since  their  cut¬ 
ting  of  prices  in  the  West  there  will  be  some  difficulty  in  bringing  about  an 
entente  cordiale  among  the  entire  interest.  The  restoration  of  prices  at 
Chicago  to  $5.25  by  the  Lackawanna  Company,  has  been  followed  by  the  other 
interests  there.  It  is  hard  to  say  just  to  what  extent  the  cutting  stimulated 
trade,  but  it  is  certain  that  there  is  no  buying  since  the  prices  have  been  I 
jumped  up  and  trade  seems  duller  than  ever.  Dealers  are  making  no  de-  ^ 
mands  for  coal  outside  of  a  tew  small  orders,  or  for  special  coals  which  seem  j 
sufficient  to  keep  their  trade  going.  Their  motive  in  pursuing  this  \ 
conservative  policy  seems  to  be  due  to  the  demoralization  in  some  of  the  j 
consuming  territories,  which  they  believe  will  tend  to  bring  them  lower  j 
figures.  In  this,  however,  they  are  likely  to  be  mistaken,  as  there 
seems  to  be  an  understanding  of  an  advance  to  go  into 
effect  on  city  trade  on  August  ist  which  may  be  followed 
by  an  advance  at  tide-water  points  later  on.  Prices  at  the  present  are  on 
about  the  same  basis  as  they  have  been  for  some  weeks  past,  individual  cut¬ 
ting  from  15  to  25  cents  a  ton  to  secure  what  little  business  is  offering. 

The  bituminous  market  has  shown  aslighf  improvement  along  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  seaboard,  which  is  more  noticeable  at  the  further  lower  ports,  owing  to  the 
reduced  ocean  freights,  shippers  from  those  ports  having  been  enabled  to 
secure  the  same  figures  that  are  made  for  this  port.  This  has  brought  in  ad¬ 
ditional  orders  from  consumers  who  have  contracts  on  a  f.  o.  b.  basis,  and 
shippers  on  the  other  hand  are  pushing  coal  to  fill  up  their  delivered  and 
alongside  season  contracts  as  much  as  possible,  while  this  condition  lasts. 
This  is  about  all  the  business  doing,  as  it  is  thought  consumers  generally  have 
all  the  coal  they  want  fo-  immediate  needs.  The  bulk  of  this  tonnage  is 
being  shipped  to  the  far  East,  Sound  ports  taking  but  little  coal,  and  from 
present  indications  their  requirements  will  likely  be  small  for  some  time  to 
come. 

The  Government  contract  for  the  navy  yards  has  brought  out  some  pretty 
low  figures,  but  it  is  not  thought  that  this  will  hurt  the  market  to  any  extent. 

Transportation  to  tide  is  slow,  and  but  for  the  small  demand  would  cause 
considerable  inconvenience  to  shippers. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  in  good  supply,  and  charters 
are  being  made  without  much  delay.  Rates  are  weak.  We  quote  current 
rates  of  freight  from  Philadelphians  follows;  Boston,  Salem,  Portland  and 
Portsmouth,6oc;  Sound  ports,  5o@55c;  Wareham,  Lynn  and  Newbury  port,  70c; 
Dover,  goc  and  towage;  Saco.  8oc  and  towage;  Bath,  65c;  Bangorand  Gardiner, 
65@70c,  with  towage  to  latter. 


CONNELLSVILLE,  PA, 

July  26,  1898. 

The  Courier  says;  “Coke  production  and  shipments  for  the  second  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  year  show  a  falling  off  of  about  10  per  cent.  Prices  continue  firm. 
The  daily  average  shipments  have  fallen  to  1,292  cars,  which  is  i5oor  200  cars 
less  per  day  than  were  being  sent  out  during  the  first  three  months  of  the 
year.  Our  detailed  report  for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  July  16,  shows  18,- 
643  ovens,  of  which  13,243  are  active  and  5,400  idle,  the  estimated  production 
being  137,067  tons,  as  compared  with  141,1 19  tons  the  week  previous.  Ship¬ 
ments  last  week  aggregated  8,020  cars,  an  increase  of  1,357  cars  as  compared 
with  the  week  previous.” 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption  are  as  follows; 

To  Pittsburgh . 80.55  To  St.  Louis.  Mo . 82.90 


To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley . 1.10 

To  Cleveland,  Q . 1.40 

To  Buffalo.N.  Y . 1.75 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 2.10 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 1.75 

To  Toledo,  O . 2.05 

To  Columbus,  O . 1.45 

To  EHwood,  Ind . 2.25 

To  Louisville.  Ky . 2.75 

To  Chicago.  Ill . 2.25 


To  East  St.  Louis . 2.25 

To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

To  Joliet,  111 . 2.26 

To  Peoria,  111 . 2.25 

To  Baltimore . 1.96 

To  Boston . 8.50 

To  Montreal,  Can . 3.91J^ 

To  New  York . 2.94 

To  Philadelphia . 2.15 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

July  23,  1898. 

During  the  week  there  have  been  the  following  deliveries  of  coal;  from 
Washington  five  cargoes  with  13.390  tons,  two  from  British  Columbia  5,45p 
tons,  one  from  Oregon  160  tons,  two  from  Australia  5.984  tons,  one  from  Balti¬ 
more  2,464  tons:  total,  27,448  tors.  There  are  yet  several  transport  steamers 
to  be  coaled,  which  will  leave  here  before  August  ist;  these  will  serve  to  re¬ 
duce  our  stocks  somewhat,  but  after  that  time  our  calls  for  the  Government 
will  be  comparatively  light.  Contracts  for  over  60,000  tons  for  delivery  at 
Honolulu  for  the  Navy  Department  are  now  being  filled;  none  of  this  coal  is 
being  shipped  from  here,  the  principal  portion  goes  from  Australia  and  British 
Columbia.  A  few  cargoes  from  Australia  have  been  ordered  to  Manila  direct  for 
the  Government.  There  is  no  change  of  values;  the  market  is  steady,  as  the 
amount  of  fuel  being  delivered  is  fully  equal  to  the  amount  consumed.  Coast 
freights  are  firm,  caused  by  the  retiring  of  most  of  our  steamer  colliers  for 
transports;  the  latest  quoted  coal  freights  from  Australia  show  a  decline.  The 
strike  at  the  Welsh  collieries  is  becoming  very  serious,  the  more  so  as  a  com¬ 
promise  appears  unlikely  for  the  moment.  The  employers  and  employees 
met  a  few  days  ago,  from  which  no  settlement  emanated.  There  are  still  in¬ 
timations  of  friction  in  Australia,  which  may  deveiop  into  a  general  strike. 
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I  CHICAGO  MARKET.  | 

The  advance  or  rather  restoration  of  the  prices  of  anthracite  coal  from 
!54@4.25  to$5@5.25  a  week  ago  took  the  trade  completely  by  surprise,  and 
the  actual  rush  to  cover  was  something  astonishing,  not  only  on  the  part  of 
dealers  and  distributors,  but  also  by  consumers.  It  is  generally  credited  that 
the  reactionary  movement  in  prices  was  due  to  the  fact  that  sales  agents  gen¬ 
erally  throughout  the  West,  had,  during  the  short  period  reduced  prices  were 
current,  sold  a  great  deal  more  coal  than  they  expected,  and  to  check  the  de¬ 
mand,  which  seemed  almost  insatiable,  the  dollar  advance  was  ordered.  The 
present  prices  S5@S.25,  which  are  as  they  were  during  the  first  week  in  July 
will  probably  have  the  effect  of  curtailing  the  demand  and  create  a  stagnant 
market  for  some  weeks,  at  all  events  until  the  coal  already  sold  to  dealers 
has  passed  into  consumers’  hands.  It  is  estimated  that  fully  one-half,  per¬ 
haps  more,  of  the  most  desirable  consumers’  trade  has  been  filled 
at  the  recent  low  prices.  One  peculiar  feature  of  the  situation  was 
that  there  was  much  less  solicitation  for  orders  by  retailers  than  usual  during 
the  late  flurry  of  prices,  which  was  too  exciting  and  the  figures  too  low  to  con¬ 
tinue  very  long.  As  prac  tically  all  the  sales  agents  are  now  in  line  and  mak¬ 
ing  the  same  price  for  coal,  the  market  presents  the  appearance  of  quietude  it 
did  some  three  weeks  ago. 

Bituminous  coal,  though  still  very  quiet,  begins  to  show  a  little  quicken¬ 
ing  in  spots  all  over  the  country,  which  is  reflected  in  the  orders  now  being 
received  by  operators  and  jobbers  in  this  city.  This  is  indicative  of  some 
little  revival  in  certain  lines  of  industries  which  ordinarily  close  down  their 
plants  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period  during  the  heated  term;  and  as  these  are 
now  beginning  to  start  up,  their  resumption  means  an  increased  demand  for 
fuel,  which  is  now  being  felt  to  some  slight  extent  in  this  market.  Threshing 
soal  continues  to  be  called  for  steadily  and  the  volume  of  business  in  this 
particular  line  has  been  of  greater  volume  than  last  year,  which  augurs  well 
for  the  small  grain  crops.  With  regard  to  prices,  these  are  just  as  low  as  ever, 
and  for  certain  grades  of  both  Indiana  and  Illinois  coal  the  less  said  about  the 
current  figures  the  better.  Screenings  of  all  kinds  are  in  fair  to  good  de¬ 
mand,  and  while  prices  are  remunerative  it  is  conjectured  that  they  are  so 
at  the  expense  of  the  preferred  sizes.  The  mines  which  supply  the  Chicago 
market  with  soft  coal  are  all  working  lightly,  few  of  them  running  more  than 
one-third  to  one-half  time,  though  some  are  doing  a  little  better  than  that 
For  the  first  time  for  a  number  of  months  West  Virginia  coal  begins  to  show’ 
a  slight  falling  off  in  receipts  as  compared  with  July  last  year. 

Coke  continues  in  moderate  to  fair  demand,  though  without  improvement 
in  prices,  which  continue  somewhat  irregular.  Gas-house  coke  is  still  in  short 
supply  here. 


WHEELLSG,  W.  VA. 

July  28,  1898. 

There  can  no  longer  be  any  doubt  that  the  mines  of  West  Virginia  are 
supplying  coal  in  large  quantities  to  those  markets  which  the  mines  of  Ohio 
and  Western  Pennsylvania  looked  upon  as  their  own,  and  which  they  supplied 
before  the  Chicago  agreement  made  the  rate  of  wages  in  Ohio  and  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  very  much  higher  than  they  had  been  in  West  Virginia.  The  Eastern 
Ohio  mines  are  doing  nothing  like  the  business  they  expected  to  do,  and  hun¬ 
dreds  of  cars  of  coal  are  shipped  across  the  river  at  this  point  tobe  delivered  in 
the  west.  The  Pennsylvania  operators,  especially  those  about  Pittsburg,  are 
in  a  desperate  way  over  the  Northwestern  trade  which  the  West  Virginians 
are  said  to  be  taking  from  them.  In  some  instances  the  Pittsburg  operators 
are  buying  West  Virginia  coal  and  delivering  to  their  customers,and  in  others 
are  letting  their  customers  go  to  West  Virginia  to  have  their  wants  supplied. 
In  either  event.  West  Virginia  is  getting  the  business,  and  the  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio  mines  are  losing  their  profit.  If  it  were  only  the  profit  that  was  be¬ 
ing  lost,  it  would  not  be  so  bad  for  the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  mine  operators, 
but  they  deplore  the  introduction  of  cheap  West  Virginia  coal  into  these  mar¬ 
kets  fully  as  much  as  they  do  the  loss  of  trade. 

In  the  meantime  the  mines  about  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  are  all  working  well 
up  to  capacity,  and  are  shipping  their  product  quite  regularly,  and  nearly  all 
of  it  to  the  west.  The  Fairmont  operators  are  paying  what  is  called  thirty 
cents  a  ton,  but  the  coal  is  not  weighed,  and  the  tons  are  computed  tons,  the 
bulk  of  the  cars  filled  determining  the  pay  the  miners  receive.  At  this  rate, 
it  is  easily  understood  that  they  are  able  to  sell  coal  wherever  they  please  to 
come  into  competition  with  the  mines  paying  the  Chicago  scale .  But  the 
miners  seem  to  be  content  with  what  they  can  do.  The  men  earn  from  $50  to 
S75  a  month  working  in  the  Fairmont  mines,  their  capacity  for  earning  being 
limited  only  by  the  number  of  hours  per  day  they  care  to  work,  and  the 
amount  of  muscle  they  desire  to  put  into  play. 

There  is  a  better  coke  business  doing  in  the  Fairmont  field,  and  further  im¬ 
provement  is  looked  for. 

On  the  West  Virginia  Central  Railroad  the  falling  off  in  the  demand  for 
coal  which  followed  the  declaration  of  war,  has  begun  to  pick  up  a  little  and 
the  mines  are  doing  a  pretty  fair  business.  Coke  trade  is  also  growing  and 
the  outlook  is  bright. 

On  the  Norfolk  &  Western  Railroad  there  is  little  change.  Things  are 
busy,  and  while  the  operators  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  are  condemning  the 
Fairmont  people  for  taking  their  markets,  they  should  look  to  the  Norfolk 
&  Western  region,  for  lots  of  coal  mined  in  this  region  is  finding  its  way  to 
the  west,  and  the  markets  there  are  taking  very  kindly  to  it.  The  ship¬ 
ments  to  the  east  are  good  too,  and  coke  making  progresses  very  satisfac¬ 
torily. 

In  the  Kanawha  and  New  River  regions  there  is  no  change.  The  mines 
that  depend  upon  the  river  for  transportation  are  not  finding  much  to  do,  but 
the  rail  mines  are  doing  nicely.  There  has  been  a  steady  growth  of  ship¬ 
ments  to  the  west  lately,  and  satisfactory  trade  relations  are  being  built  up. 

The  situation  in  Wheeling  is  about  the  same  as  it  has  been  for  some 
weeks,  except  that  the  dullness  caused  by  the  closing  of  nearly  all  the  manu¬ 
facturing  plants  for  the  July  holidays  is  passing  away,  and  normal  conditions 
are  taking  the  place.  Retail  trade  is  very  light.  Coke  demand  is  steady,  but 
lighter  than  usual,  several  furnaces  being  closed  temporarily. 


PITTSBURG,  PA. 


BOSTON,  MASS. 

July  27,  1898. 

There  is  yet  no  life  to  the  whosesale  market  for  anthracite  coal,  the  demand 
being  very  limited  and  the  business  doing  of  a  hand  to  mouth  character. 
Freights  continue  quiet,  the  rate  from  Philadelphia  being  quoted  at  6o@6sc, 
with  Baltimore  at  65@70c,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  at  6oc  and  New  York 
at  40@50C.  Quotations  for  stove  sizes  f.  o.  b.  are  yet  $4.10  at  New  York,  with 
stove  and  chestnut  at  S3.85,  and  broken  at  $3.60.  Lyken’s  Valley  stove  is 
quoted  at  $5.10. 

The  reiail  market  continues  quiet,  with  prices  unchanged  for  all  grades. 
Stove  and  nut,  delivered,  are  selling  at  $5.25;  egg,  $5;  furnace,  $4.75:  pea,  $4; 
Frankling,  $6.SO',  Cumberland,  $3.25. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  quiet,  with  prices  about  steady.  Prices  are 
quoted:  George’s  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Philadelphia,  $1.85;  Clearfield,  $1.40 
@1.50;  Pocahontas  and  New  River,  f.  o.  b.  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  ^i. 75 ; 
George’s  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Baltimore,  $1.75. 

Pocket  prices  at  Mystic  wharf,  Salem  and  Newburyport  for  anthracite 
coal  are  nominally  as  follows: 

Hard  white  ash . 

F  ree  white  ash . 

Shamokin . 

Lyken’s  Valley . 

The  receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  in  this  port  the  past  week 
and  since  Jan.  i,  compared  with  last  year,  have  been: 

- 1898 - 

Week.  Year. 

Anthracite . . .  26,824  949.770 

Bituminous .  49.9io  1,044,435 


Bkn. 

Egg- 

Stove. 

Cht. 

$4  60 

$4  85 

$5  00 

$4  75 

4  50 

4  75 

5  00 

4  75 

.... 

5  00 

5  25 

4  85 

.... 

6  10 

4  85 

6  25 

Week. 
29,999 
22,1 10 


-1897- 


Year. 

1, 008, 124 
785,811 


Receipts  of  Provincial  coal  at  this  port  since  Jan.  i  foot  up  7,934  tons. 


July  28,  i8g8. 

There  is  very  little  new  to  be  said  of  the  local  coal  trade.  The  fourth 
pool  is  about  the  only  one  on  the  Monongahela  now  in  operation,  as  the  low 
stage  of  water  will  neither  let  the  empties  up  or  the  coal  down.  Prices  on 
wharf  are  largely  nominal,  the  quotations  being4  cents  for  lump,  33^  cents  for 
run-of-mine,  and  cents  for  slack. 

Little  change  is  seen  in  the  railroad  district.  There  is  considerable  talk 
about  dull  trade  and  low  prices  and  the  way  in  which  the  West  Virginia  pro¬ 
duct  is  playing  hob  with  the  coal  interests  of  this  section.  It  is  stated  that  a 
contract  for  more  than  500,000  tons  of  coal  for  use  of  the  Great  Northern  rail¬ 
way  has  just  been  closed  with  West  Virginia  operators.  Pittsburg  formerly 
supplied  this  coal,  but  during  the  last  strike  the  road  mentioned  placed  a 
small  contract  in  West  Virginia,  with  the  result  noted.  Pittsburg  operators 
hold  that  they  pay  a  price  double  that  paid  in  West  Virginia,  and  that  the  fig¬ 
ure  on  the  contract  mentioned  was  40  per  cent  below  that  formerly  paid  by 
the  company.  A  number  of  the  rail  mines  that  supply  local  trade  are  quite 
busy,  but  at  those  mines  in  the  lake  trade  alone,  hardly  half  time  is  being 
made.  The  local  quotation  for  railroad  coal  is$i@i.io  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  Pitts¬ 
burg. 

H.  W.  Lawrence,  of  the  Johnston  Coal  Mining  Co.,  has  purchased  a  tract 
of  coal  land  near  Fayette  City  for  $20,000.  The  property  joins  the  present 
location  of  the  company.  Extensive  improvements  will  be  made,  as  two  new 
shafts  will  be  sunk,  and  two  tipples  equipped  with  modern  machinery  at  a 
cost  of  nearly  $10,000.  A  complete  village  for  the  miners  will  be  built. 

The  Connellsville  coke  trade  was  not  quite  so  satisfactory  last  week  in 
point  of  shipments  as  it  was  the  week  before.  The  production  of  the  region 
during  the  week  was  141,979  tons,  an  increase  of  638  tons  over  the  record  of 
the  week  previous.  The  shipments,  however,  fell  off  7.225  tons,  the  greater 
part  of  this  decrease  being  seen  in  western  shipments.  Prices  continu* 
unchanged. 


The  coal  rate  cases  before  the  State  Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners  of 
Kansas  at  Topeka  have  been  discussed,  an  agreement  having  been  reached 
between  the  railroad  attorneys  and  the  attorneys  representing  the  people  in¬ 
terested.  According  to  the  agreement,  the  Santa  Fe  and  Missouri  Pacific  re¬ 
duce  the  rate  from  Pittsburg  to  Salina  from  $2  to  $1.80  per  ton.  The  Santa 
Fe,  Missouri  Pacific  and ’Frisco  reduce  the  rate  from  Pittsburg  to  Fredonia 
from  $1.10  to  90  cents.  The  Santa  Fe,  Missouri  Pacific  and  ’Frisco  reduce 
the  rate  from  Pittsburg  to  Wichita  from  $1.60  to  $1.40.  A  compromise  some 
time  ago  was  made  with  Emporia  giving  that  point  a  rate  of  $1.10  from  Pitts¬ 
burg.  This  makes  a  uniform  rate  from  Pittsburg  to  the  points  named  of  about 
eight  mills  per  ton  per  mile. 


The  Willis  Creek  Coal  Co.  has  commenced  sinking  a  shaft  near  St.  Charles, 
Saginaw  county,  Mich.,  not  far  from  the  rich  vein  of  the  Somers  Coal  Co. 

A  dispatch  from  Shanghai  states  that  the  German  warship  Deutschland 
has  expsrimented  with  coal  mined  at  Kiao  Chou  and  obtained  excellent 
results.  Admiral  Diederich,  the  German  commander  in  Chinese  waters, 
recently  reported  that,  owing  to  the  large  purchases  of  coal  made  by  the  Brit¬ 
ish  and  Russians,  fuel  was  very  costly.  The  satisfaction  at  the  Deutschland’s 
experiments  is  accordingly  all  the  greater.  The  newspapers  of  Berlin  urge 
the  Government  to  store  large  quantities  of  coal  at  Kiao  Chou,  as  in  certain 
eventualities  the  English  and  Americans  would  be  certain  to  purchase  the 
entire  available  supply  in  east  Asia. 
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BUFFALO,  X.  V. 

July  28,  1898. 

The  coal  market  in  Buffalo  continues  a  little  more  active  in  anthracite, 
with  no  change  in  the  condition  of  the  bituminous  trade. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  prices  of  coal,  which  remain  as  follows; 

For  anthracite  coal,  wholesale  prices  in  cars  at  Buffalo  or  Suspension 
Bridge,  2,240  pounds,  $4. 00  for  grate;  54.25  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut.  These 
quotations  are  50  cents  lower  than  prices  on  January  i. 

For  anthracite  coal,  2,240  pounds  delivered  free  on  board  of  vessels  at 
Buffalo,  prices  on  May  i  were:  $4.30  for  grate;  $4.55  for  egg,  stove  and  chest¬ 
nut;  retail,  within  the  city  limits,  2,000  pounds  delivered.  May  i,  $4.50  on  grate; 
54.75  for  OK&>  stove  and  nut,  and  S4.00  for  pea.  Blossburg  sells  at  S4.00. 

For  bituminous  coal,  2,000  pounds  car  lots  on  track,  Buffalo,  Allegheny 
region,  screened  lump  51.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed  51.50;  run  of  mine  51.40; 
nut  and  slack  mixed  51.25 ;  slack  5L15.  Reynoldsville  region;  screened  lump 
51.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed  5* -60;  run  of  mine  5i  .50;  nut  and  slack  mixed  5i  .30; 
slack  51.20.  I’ittsburg  region:  screened  lump  51.70;  lump  and  nut  mixed  51.60; 
run  of  mine  51.50;  nut  51.50;  slack  51.20.  Fairmont  region:  screened  lump 
51.70;  lump  and  nut  mixed  51.60;  run  of  mine  51.50;  slack  51.20.  Mercer 
County  region:  screened  lump  51.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed  51.50;  run  of  mine 
51.40;  slack  51.15.  Briar  Hill  region:  screened  lump  53.35 ;  Cannel  coal  No.  1 
54.00. 

Coke  is  quoted  at  53.15  for  Reynoldsville  ani  54.05  for  Connellsville  per 
net  ion  in  car  lots  on  tracks. 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  July  23rd  again 
exceed  60,000  tons.  This  is  a  good  movement  of  coal  for  mid-summer,  and  in 
connection  with  the  free  movement  of  soft  coal  from  Ohio  ports  by  lake,  has 
simewhat  improved  the  condition  of  the  lake  vessel  business.  The  exact 
amount  shipped  from  Buffalo  for  the  week  was  62,945  tons,  distributed  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Chicago  23,400,  Milwaukee  5,200,  Duluth  10,550,  Superior  5,160,  Toledo 
£,895,  Bay  City  1,450,  Washburn  1,250,  Green  Bay  3,040,  Fort  William  2,500, 
Kenosha  1,200,  Port  Huron  1,250,  Marquette  2,000,  Gladstone  500,  Lake  Linden 
500,  Grand  Haven  700. 

The  increase  in  the  movement  of  coal  has  resulted  in  another  advance  of 
the  freight  rate  to  Chicago.  I'he  rate  now  prevailing  is  30c,  as  against  25c 
reported  last  week,  and  20c  during  May  and  June.  The  rate  to  the  head  of 
Lake  Superior  has  also  just  advanced  from  20c  to  25c.  Rates  now  prevailing 
are  as  follows:  Chicago  30c,  Milwaukee  30c,  Dulutn  25c,  Superior  25c,  Bay 
City  25c.  Port  Huron  25c,  Gladstone  25c,  Marquette  25c,  Fort  William  25c, 
Washburn  25c.  Lake  Linden  25c,  Grand  Haven  40c,  Kenosha  40c.  The  lake 
rate  on  grain  from  Chicago  to  Buffalo  has  also  advanced  from  J<c  on  corn  to 
YiC,  and  again  to  ic  per  bushel.  These  advances  are  very  welcome  to  vessel 
owners  after  many  weeks  waiting.  It  is  the  general  opinion  of  marine  men 
that  the  fleet  is  quite  well  employed,  and  that  the  advance  vfill  be  m  lintained 
unless  the  demand  for  wild  vessels  in  the  ore  trade  shall  fall  off  during  August. 
Should  this  be  the  case,  the  coal  and  grain  trades  will  hardly  be  able  to  keep 
vessels  busy. 

It  is  stated  that  General  Manager  Schoonmaker  of  the  Pittsburg  and  Lake 
Erie  Railroad  has  closed  a  contract  for  supplying  the  New  York  Central  with 
Connellsville  coal.  No  particulars  are  given. 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

July  28,  1898. 

In  justice  to  existing  conditions,  it  must  be  said  again  this  week  that  there 
are  no  changes  of  any  consequence  to  report  in  this  market.  Trade  generally 
IS  (juite  dull,  and  what  coal  is  being  sold  is  at  very  low  prices.  The  whole- 
s  lie  market,  however,  is  very  strong,  but  no  sales  are  reported.  Nut  and 
slack,  of  which  there  has  been  a  great  scarcity  all  season,  took  a  little  jump 
this  week,  and  the  sale  of  a  few  barges  was  reported  at  4  cents  a  bushel  in  the 
river.  This  is  an  advance  of  half  a  cent  a  bushel.  Anthracite  is  in  fair  de¬ 
mand,  but  prices  are  more  or  less  demoralized.  Prices  range  from  55.00  to 
56.00  a  ton  for  hard  coal  delivered.  Soft  coal  is  supposed  to  be  worth  52.25  a 
ton  delivered,  but  the  average  price  is  probably  a  little  less  than  52.00.  Rail 
coil  wholesale  is  quoted  at  52.00  a  ton  on  tracks  here,  but  is  being  sold  for 
5i  .75  and  a  shade  less  for  the  best  qualities.  River  coal  is  held  at  53^  cents 
a  bushel  afloat  in  barges  in  the  river,  but  there  are  no  buyers  at  that  price. 
There  was  a  slight  rise  in  the  Kanawha  river  this  week,  and  a  few  lightly 
laden  barges  were  got  out,  but  the  shipment  will  have  no  effect  whatever  on 
the  wholesale  market.  There  is  said  to  be  considerable  coal  loaded  up  the 
Kanawha  river,  and  seemingly  relia ble  reports  say  that  there  are  10,000,000 
bushels  loaded  at  Pittsburg  ready  to  ship  south  as  soon  as  there  is  enough 
water  in  the  Ohio  river. 


OMAHA,  NEB. 

lULY  27,  1898. 

The  anthracite  men  are,  or  at  least  ought  to  be,  pretty  well  satisfied  with 
the  river  trade.  On  Saturday  last  they  sprang  a  surprise  in  the  way  of  an  im¬ 
mediate  advance  in  the  price  at  Chicago, of  one  dollar  per  ton.  This  startling 
news  acijuired  sufficient  publicity  about  5  o’clock  to  cause  the  unprotected 
ones  to  hustle  for  cover,  and  for  a  little  while  there  were  several  coal  dealers 
who  forgot  the  war,  the  Exposition,  and  several  other  items  of  general  inter¬ 
est.  The  telephone  bells  began  to  ring  and  the  telegraph  wires  to  burn.  All 
the  procrastinators  were  bound  to  get  their  lamps  in  shape  ere  the  darkness 
came.  Night  came  and  found  many  without  enough  coal  to  get  breakfast 
with.  Theti  followed  the  long  hours  of  waiting  for  Monday  morning.  Strange 
to  say,  when  the  expected  hour  arrived  there  were  still  a  number  of  dealers 
ready  to  part  with  a  portion  of  their  holdings  at  the  old  price,  and  the  idea 
that  a  grand  bluff  had  been  worked  began  to  dawn  on  the  boys,  but  they  had 
had  their  scare  and  proceeded  straightway  to  get  fixed  so  that  next  Sunday 
they  will  be  better  able  to  tell  the  folks  “what  the  preacher  said.”  It  is  safe 
to  say  that  last  Sunday  they  couldn’t  have  told  whether  they  were  at  church 
or  on  the  midway. 

Retail  prices  have  opened  up  at  57.50  per  ton  for  immediate  delivery  coal, 
this  being  as  low  a  price  as  this  market  has  known  for  years. 

Soft  coal  trade  continues  dead  and  will  not  revive  for  some  weeks  yet. 


ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

July  28,  1898. 

The  coal  tariff  naming  rates  of  freight  on  bituminous  coal  from  mines  in 
me  state  of  Illinois  to  East  St.  Louis,  Venice,  Madison,  Granite  City  and  East 
Carondolet,  Ill.,  has  just  been  issued  from  the  office  of  the  St.  Louis  Coal  Traffic 
Bureau,  which  embraces  the  thirteen  railroads  hauling  coal  from  the  Illinois 
rnines  to  the  points  named  just  across  the  river  from  St.  Louis.  The  rate  is 
advanced  froni  25c  to  35c  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds,  from  the  mines  in  the  inner 
group,  and  a  similar  advance  from  the  other  mines,  the  advance  amounting 
to  IOC  per  ton  all  along  the  line.  The  new  tariff  goes  into  effect  on  Aueust  i 
next  Monday.  ’ 

This  means,  of  course,  a  corresjionding  advance  in  the  price  of  coal. 
Common  coal  will  undoubtedly  be  advanced  ten  cents  per  ton  next  week, 
making  the  average  car  lot  price,  f.  o.  b.  East  St.  Louis,  $1.05  instead  of  95 
cents  as  at  present.  In  some  instances  and  on  some  grades  of  coal  the  pro¬ 
ducers  may  share  the  advance  with  the  dealers. 

There  has  been  a  somewhat  increased  movement  of  bituminous  coal  the 
past  week,  owing  to  the  impending  advance  in  freight  rates. 

The  announcement  of  the  advance  in  the  price  of  anthracite  at 
Chicago  by  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  $i  a  ton,  has 
already  given  a  somewhat  firmer  tone  to  the  market  here,  and  it  is 
understood  that  the  more  extreme  prices  reported  to  have  been  made 
recently  are  no  longer  obtainable.  Still  it  is  maintained  that  buyers  of  fif¬ 
teen  or  twenty  cars  can  yet  obtain  a  $^.7S&S■0°  quotition,  f.  o.  b.  cars  East  St. 
Louis.  Large  dealers  who  have  been  intervieweJ,  say  that  it  is  not  likely  that 
the  D.  L.  &  W.  would  not  have  restored  prices  except  under  an  agreement 
with  the  other  companies,  and  that  they  will  speedily  fall  into  line.  Whether 
It  will  affect  the  price  materially  to  the  small  dealer  is  a  question,  as  the  whole¬ 
salers  are,  many  of  them,  contracted  ahead  until  November  and  are  protected 
on  their  orders. 

It  is  expected  that  the  retail  price  delivered  of  $6.25@6.5o  on  anthracite 
will  be  less  of  a  misnomer  next  month,  as  the  openly  advertised  lower  prices 
were  only  quoted  on  orders  placed  during  July. 


Market  Review  continued  from  page  J2j. 

Buffalo  advices  are  that  there  is  a  little  more  activity  in  an¬ 
thracite,  but  bituminous  coal  continues  quiet.  Shipments  of  an¬ 
thracite  westward  by  lake  for  the  week  ending  July  23  were  62,- 
945  tons,  distributed  as  follows:  Chicago,  23,400  tons;  Milwau¬ 
kee,  5.200  tons;  Duluth,  10,550  tens;  Superior,  5,160  tons;  To¬ 
ledo,  3,895  tons;  Green  Bay,  3,040  tons;  Fort  William,  2,500  tons; 
Marquette,  2,000  tons;  Bay  City,  1,450  tons;  Washburn,  i;250 
tons;  Kenosha,  1,200  tons;  Port  Huron,  1,250  tons,  and  minor 
quantities  to  other  ports.  The  increased  movement  of  coal  has 
resulted  in  another  advance  in  the  water  rate,  which  is  now  30 
cents  to  Chicago,  to  the  head  of  the  lakes  25  cents  and  a  general 
stiffening  all  around. 

Our  West  Virginia  correspondent  reports  that  there  is  a  steady 
increase  in  the  demand  and  shipments  of  coal  to  the  West  and 
Northwest,  and  that  some  Pittsburg  operators  are  supplying  West 
Virginia  coal  to  customers.  The  mines  in  the  Fairmont  district 
are  all  working  to  about  capacity  and  nearly  all  the  product  goes 
to  the  West.  The  coke  ovens  are  doing  better  and  further  improve¬ 
ment  is  expected.  On  the  Norfolk  and  Western  road  nearly  all' 
the  mines  are  busy.  In  the  Kanawha  and  New  River  Valley  the 
river  mines  are  quiet,  but  those  on  the  railroads  are  doing  fairly 
well  and  shipments  West  show  a  steady  growth. 

Pittsburg  advices  are  that  the  Fourth  pool  is  the  only  one  in 
operation  on  account  of  the  low  stage  of  water.  Business  is  dull 
in  the  railroad  district,  which,  with  the  low  prices  and  the  aggres¬ 
siveness  of  West  Virginia  coal,  is  causing  considerable  anxiety 
among  operators. 

Our  St.  Louis  correspondent  reports  a  somewhat  better  move¬ 
ment  of  coal  this  week,  due  to  the  loc.  advance  in  freight  r?tes 
from  the  Illinois  mines  supplying  the  market. 


The  Omaha  city  school  contracts  occupied  attention  last  week.  While  the 
bids  for  hard  coal  were  ridiculously  low,  56.75  being  the  lowest,  the  soft  coal 
prices  were  in  better  shape  than  last  year,  showing  that  the  mine  people  are 
disposed  to  have  some  portion  of  the  general  prosperity  for  themselves,  and 
it  is  a  mighty  mean  man  who  would  stand  in  the  way  of  this.  If  there  is  a 
mine  west  of  the  Mississippi  that  does  not  need  a  little  prosperity  at  the  pres  - 
ent  time,  please  stand  up. 

The  commercial  analysis  of  Saginaw,  Mich.,  coal,  as  made  by  A.  W.  H. 
Lenders,  Analytical  Chemist,  Rockford,  Ill.,  gives  the  following: 

Volatile  combustible  matter .  3t.39 

Fixed  carbon .  63.78 

Ash .  -inn 

Sulphur .  1.04 


100.00 

The  coal  miners  in  the  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  district  have  demanded  a  uni¬ 
form  scale,  as  the  irregularity  in  the  present  scale  debars  some  mines  from 
competing  for  business.  They  say  that  a  mine  paying  75  or  80  cents  a  ton 
has  the  advantage  in  open  competition  with  the  mine  paying  85  and  90  cents, 
and  that  the  result  invariably  is  that  the  scale  is  brought  down  to  the  lower 
price.  It  is  charged  that  lack  of  uniformity  in  prices  is  responsible  for  more 
trouble  in  the  mines  and  has  more  to  do  with  demoralization  of  wages  and 
prices  than  anything  else. 
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WESTERN  SITUATION  IN  ANTHRACITE. 


The  anthracite  coal  situation  and  the  recent  reduction  and  restoration  of 
prices  in  the  western  markets,  coupled  with  the  pressing  necessity  for  restrict¬ 
ing  the  output  for  August,  together  with  advisability  of  effecting  a  better 
understanding  among  the  carrying  and  producing  companies,  were  the  rea¬ 
sons  assigned  for  the  meeting  of  the  presidents  on  Tuesday,  July  26.  The 
result  of  the  meeting  is  shown  by  the  uniform  prices  now  asked  by  all  of  the 
sales  agents  in  the  west.  The  restoration  of  prices  has  not  been  beneficial  so 
far  as  regards  business;  on  the  contrary,  it  has  caused  an  almost  complete 
stagnation  and  at  present  there  are  few  new  orders  coming  forward.  How 
long  this  will  last  depends  entirely  upon  the  amount  of  coal  sold  while  the  re¬ 
duction  was  in  force,  and  which  it  is  safe  to  say  rounded  up  a  large  tonnage. 
There  will  probably  be  a  period  of  quietude  for  several  weeks,  perhaps  more. 
At  all  events,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  there  will  be  much  if  any  re¬ 
action  before  September.  The  question  is,  will  there  be  enough  business 
offering  at  that  time  to  maintain  stable  and  uniform  prices? 


HOW  WAR  AFFECTS  COAL. 


During  the  recent  voyage  of  the  U.  S.  battle  ship  Oregon  from  Puget 
Sound  on  the  Pacific  to  Jupiter  inlet  she  consumed  3,908.08  tons  of  coal.  It  is 
15,000  miles  between  the  two  points. 

* 

*  * 

The  Pocahontas  Coal  Co.  is  loading  vessels  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  with  coal, 

and  it  is  understood  that  the  fuel  is  intended  for  Commodore  Watson’s  fleet, 

which  is  to  make  a  demonstration  against  the  coast  of  Spain.  These  steam 

colliers  will,  it  is  stated,  rendezvous  with  the  fleet  off  the  Azores. 

* 

*  * 

Two  steamships,  the  Norwegian  Marie  and  the  British  Burton,  each  carry¬ 
ing  coal  for  the  Spaniards,  have  been  lying  at  Pointe-a-Petre,  Gaudeloupe,  for 
the  last  twelve  days.  When  these  vessels  entered  port  it  was  announced  they 
would  stop  here  for  repairs.  The  announcement  was  coincidental  with  the 
appearance  of  their  captains  at  the  Spanish  Consulate.  Searchlights  can  be 
seen  every  night  outside  the  harbor,  and  American  vessels  are  believed  to  be 
waiting  to  seize  these  two  colliers  if  they  attempt  to  leave  port. 

jK  * 

The  gunboat  Iroquois,  formerly  the  tug  Fearless  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  is 
about  to  make  the  longest  tow  ever  undertaken.  She  is  to  haul  the  ship 
Tacoma  from  S  in  Francisco  to  Manila,  by  the  way  of  Honolulu,  a  distance  of 
about  6,000  miles.  The  Tacoma  is  to  carry  izu  mules  and  a  c i il  supply.  The 
Iroquois  will  sieim  to  Honolulu,  a  distance  of  2  too  miles,  on  her  own 
coal.  At  Honolulu  she  will  recoal  and  then  proceed  to  the  Ladrones,  and 
there,  getting  into  smooth  waters,  she  will  take  on  sufficient  coal  from  the 

Tacoma  to  carry  her  through  to  Manila. 

* 

^  * 

Assistant  Secretary  Spaulding  has  issued  the  f  illowing  modification  of  his 
previous  circular  containing  the  exportation  of  coal:  “Previous  special  regu¬ 
lations  concerning  the  export  of  coal  during  the  war  with  Spain  are  hereby 
suspended,  and  the  following  regulation  is  substituted  therefor:  Collectors 
of  customs  may  clear  vessels  with  cargoes  of  coal  on  compliance  with  the  law 
and  the  usual  department  regulations  concerning  such  clearance.  The  export 
of  coal  to  ports  in  Spain  or  the  Spanish  possessions  is  prohibited,  but  coal  may 
be  cleared  as  above  to  ports  or  places  in  possession  of  the  military  or  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States.  If,  however,  in  any  special  instance,  you  have 
reason  to  apprehend  that  the  coal  may  be  destined,  directly  or  indirectly,  for 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  you  will  withhold  clearance  and  communi¬ 
cate  promptly  with  the  department. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’ 
Association,  held  in  Chicago  the  23rd  inst.,  attention  was  directed  to  the  fact 
that  Congress  recently  created  a  National  Industrial  Commission  to  investi¬ 
gate  Into  the  causes  of  strikes  and  other  industrial  disturbances.  The  com¬ 
mission  is  to  be  composed  of  five  senators,  five  congressmen  and  nine  ap¬ 
pointees  of  the  president;  the  latter  will  no  doubt  be  chosen  as  representative 
of  employers  and  employees  in  the  more  important  industries.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  that  coal  mining  being  one  of  the  most  important 
industries  and  subject  to  frequent  labor  troubles,  it  would  seem  only  right  and 
proper  that  the  operators  should  designate  and  endorse  some  one  for  appoint¬ 
ment  on  the  commission  who  would  fairly  represent  their  interests,  and  whose 
acquaintance  with  the  trade  and  labor  conditions  could  be  relied  upon  to 
elicit  the  proper  facts  regarding  any  contention  which  might  be  investigated. 
The  committee  therefore  decided  to  recommend  and  endorse  Mr.  J.  B.  Zerbe 
of  Ohio,  for  appointment  as  a  member  of  this  commission,  andaskthat  the  op¬ 
erators  in  the  other  states  in  the  competitive  field  concur  in  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  and  second  their  efforts  to  secure  such  appointment.  It  was  also  decided 
to  ask  all  members  of  the  association  to  concur  individually  in  the  endorse¬ 
ment  and  exert  whatever  influence  they  can  to  chat  end,  and  especially  re- 
(juest  that  all  members  send  to  the  secretary  a  letter  addressed  to  the  con¬ 
gressional  representative  from  their  respective  districts  recommending  and  en¬ 
dorsing  Mr.  Zerbe’s  appointment.  These  letters  will  be  filed  by  the  officers 
of  the  association  as  may  seem  most  expedient  for  the  purpose  in  hand.  The 
committee  believes  that  Mr.  Zerbe’s  appointment  will  be  highly  satisfactory 
to  the  operators  throughout  the  entire  competitive  field,  and  feels  quite  cer¬ 
tain  that  their  wishes  will  be  given  due  consideration. 


ON  THE  WING. 


Captain  I.  W.  Grubbs,  the  Cincinnati  coal  gauger,  is  spending  his  vaca¬ 
tion  at  various  places  on  the  great  lakes. 


* 

!|C  * 


The  entire  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Law  is  valued  at  $1,200,000,  the 
personal  property  being  estimated  at  $900,000. 


* 

*  * 


M,  E.  Lynn,  General  Manager  of  the  Queen  City  Coal  Company,  Cincinnati, 
is  at  Mackinac  with  his  family  for  a  month’s  vacation. 


*  * 


Colliers  have  been  loaded  during  the  past  week  at  Norfolk  with  Pocahontas 
coal  to  accompany  Watson’s  expedition  to  the  Spanish  coast. 


* 

^  * 


W.  H.  Loomis,  of  Bevier,  Mo.,  was  an  Omaha  caller  this  week.  He  re¬ 
ports  that  his  mines  have  all  the  business  they  can  take  care  of  at  present. 


5}S 

* 


S.  F.  Dana,  superintendent  of  the  Campbell’s  Creek  Coal  Company,  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  is  back  from  a  week’s  visit  to  his  mines  above  Charleston,  W.  Va. 


* 

*  « 


Sol  P.  Kineon,  the  Cincinnati  coal  king,  is  up  among  the  cool  lakes  of  the 
north  this  weather,  and  will  stay  until  the  thermometer  lowers  considerably. 


*  * 


The  Peabody  Coal  Cn.,  115  Dearborn  street,  was  awarded  the  contract  to 
supply  the  fire  department  of  Chicago  with  anthracite  coal  during  the  coming 
year. 


* 

*  * 


Captain  Harry  Rigdon,  the  Cincinnati  coal  gauger,  returned  this  week 
from  Virginia  Beach  and  other  coast  resorts  after  a  pleasant  vocation  of  two 
weeks. 


*  * 


The  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Piedmont,  W.  Va.,  has  been  awarded  a  gov¬ 
ernment  contract  for  one  year  to  furnish  over  10,000  tons  of  coal  and  coke  to 
the  Washington  Navy  Yard. 


*  * 


Mr.  George  Warren  Furbeck,92q4  LaSalle  street,  Chicago,  wholesale 
and  retail  coal,  is  the  successor  to  the  Merchants’  Coal  Company,  composed  of 
F.  Lyon  Roach  and  G.  W.  Furbeck. 


* 

*  * 


The  Omaha  hotel  men  are  sorry  that  th;  hard  coal  season  closed  so  quickly. 
They  will  miss  the  Chicago  boys  and  the  boys  from  up  the  lakes.  Nothing 
remains  now  but  fond  remembrances. 


*■ 

* 


South  Africa  is  a  long  distance  to  go  with  coal,  yet  the  British  steamer, 
Stadacona,  has  loaded  at  Philadelphia  with  a  cargo  of  2,000  tons  for  Cape 
Town, and  it  is  stated  there  is  more  to  follow. 


* 

*  ^ 


The  moonlight  excursions  on  Lake  Michigan  on  the  “State  of  Ohio"  of  the 
O’Connor  Transportation  Co.,  every  night  at  8:30  except  Saturday,  are  most 
enjoyable.  The  fare  for  the  round  trip  is  25  cents. 


* 

*  * 


The  department  of  water  supply  of  the  city  of  New  York  is  asking  for 
bids  on  40,000  tons  bituminous  coal  and  21,000  tons  anthracite  for  the  various 
stations  in  the  borough  of  Brooklyn,  bids  to  be  opened  July  28. 


♦ 

*  * 


Mr.  C.  M.  Moderwell,  Fisher  Building,  Chicago,  sales  agent  for  the  Mon¬ 
tana  Coal  and  Coke  Company,  West  Virginia,  reports  tjjat  trade  for  July  is  up 
to  the  record  of  June,  which  was  very  satisfactory  and  he  looks  for  its  con¬ 
tinuance. 


* 

*  * 


The  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Eastern  Kentucky  Asylum  for  the 
Insane,  Lexington,  ask  for  proposals  for  2,600  tons  of  coal  run-of-mine  with 
the  slack  screened,  size  of  screens  to  be  specified.  The  bids  are  open  until 
August  6,  1898. 


* 

*  * 


The  amount  of  coal  received  at  the  docks  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  up  to 
July  23.  is  1,100,003  tons,  of  which  350,000  tons  is  anthracite  and  750,000  tons  is 
bituminous  coal,  all  of  which  has  been  carried  on  a  20-cent  water  rate  from 
Lake  Erie  ports. 


* 

*  * 


The  complaint  now  raised  by  the  Pittsburg  coal  operators,  that  they 
are  being  made  a  mark  of  by  West  Virginia  operators,  has  considerable 
truth.  It  is  evident  that  the  coal  produced  in  the  “mountain”  state  has 
the  call  this  season  because  it  can  be  sold  at  a  much  lower  price  than  the 
Pittsburg  article.  Unless  the  railroads  carrying  Pittsburg  coal  to  the  lake 
ports  can  and  will  make  a  lower  rate  of  freight,  the  tonnage  from  thence  will 
suffer,  and  already  West  Virginia  is  being  introduced  into  territory  where 
heretofore  it  was  unknown. 
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The  Hooker  Steam  Pump  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  has  incorporated  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  830,000,  by  H.  E.  Gorman,  W.  D.  Hooker  and  W.  C.  Farrar. 


*  * 


Mr.  John  J.  Rhodes,  Northwestern  sales  agent  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co., 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  on  business  connected  with  his 
company. 


*  * 


The  Exeter  Machine  Works  at  West  Pittston,  Pa.,  has  been  improved  by 
the  erection  of  a  brick  moulding  department  85x75  feet,  also  by  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  a  new  steam  crane. 


o.* 

*  * 


The  Lebanon  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  has  recently  secured 
a  number  of  contracts  for  coal  cars  and  car  forgings.  The  plant  will  be  oper¬ 
ated  to  its  utmost  capacity. 


* 

*  * 


A  new  corporation  in  Chicago  is  the  W.  C.  Luhnow  Coal  Co.,  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  830,000.  The  incorporators  are  William  C.  Luhnow,  John  A. 
Walther  and  Gideon  F.  Lanaghen. 


*  * 


The  Alpena  (Mich.)  City  Water  Company  has  placed  an  order  with  the 
Stillwell-Hierce  &  Smith-\'aile  Company,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  two  electrically 
driven  pumps  with  a  combined  daily  capacity  of  3,000,000  gallons. 


* 

*  * 


It  is  reported  that  the  Tennessee  Co.il.  Iron  and  Railroad  Company  has 
probably  been  selected  to  join  in  with  the  Illinois  Steel  Company  and  with 
the  Minnesota  Iron  Company  in  the  big  consolidation  plans  now  pending. 


* 


The  Philadelphia  Graphite  Company,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  with  a  capital  of  $50,000  to  manufacture  and  sell  graphite.  Incor¬ 
porators,  William  Faux,  Ellwood  N.  James,  Edward  Inskeep,  Francis  C.  Hus¬ 
bands  and  George  H.  B.  Martin. 


*  .. 

*  * 

The  Gillette-Herzog  Manufacturing  Company  of  Minn«apolis  has  secured 
the  contract  for  the  new  stamp  mill  of  the  F ranklin  Mining  Company  at  Grosse 
Point,  Mich.  The  building  will  be  of  steel  with  a  daily  capacity  of  $2,000  tons, 
and  is  to  be  completed  by  October  ist. 

* 

*  * 

It  is  reported  that  the  Davis  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  Piedmont,  W.  Va.,  will 
develop  their  tract  of  coal  land  at  Hambleton,  on  the  West  Virginia  Central 
railroad.  A  440-foot  shaft  will  be  sunk,  houses  built,  tracks  laid,  etc.  A  rail¬ 
road  is  also  projected  in  this  connection. 

* 

^  :k 

On  the  commission  to  investigate  into  the  condition  of  the  industrial 
masses  and  suggest  legislation.  President  McKinley  has  already  appointed 
W.  D.  Bynum,  and  the  friends  of  M.  D.  Ratchford,  president  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers’  Union,  are  urging  his  candidacy  with  flattering  prospects  of 
success. 

♦ 

*  * 

The  coal  dealers  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  Hamilton  Bros.,  E.  E.  Pinney, 
W.  G.  Haskell,  William  King  &  Co.,  F.  H.  Juckett,  D.  H.  Kurtz,  W.  T.  Mc- 
Grew  and  Scott  Fuel  Co.,  have  entered  into  an  agreement  to  sell  for  cash  only. 
This  is  the  most  sensible  mutual  contract  they  ever  made  in  regard  to  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  selling  coal. 

* 

:k  * 

A  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Taylor  &  McCoy  Coal  and  Coke  Co., 
of  Gallitzin,  Pa.,  will  be  held  at  the  general  office  of  the  company  in  Gallitzin, 
on  September  14,  1898*  to  take  action  on  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  the 
proposed  increase  of  the  indebtedness  of  said  company  to  an  amount  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  $250,000. 

* 

*  * 

The  contract  of  the  Long  Island  State  Hospital  for  12,000  tons  of  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  was  closed  on  Tuesday  last.  This  business  was  awarded  to  W.  T. 
Rainey  of  Philadelphia  at  $2.30  a  ton.  The  next  lowest  bid  was  $2.34  by  the 
Morrisdale  Coal  Co.  This  coal  will  be  shipped  all-rail  instead  of  water,  as  has 
been  the  case  in  past  years. 

* 

*  * 

The  water-works  board  of  Norwalk,  Ohio,  is  said  to  have  awarded  con¬ 
tracts  to  the  Standard  Boiler  and  Bridge  Co.,  Bellaire,  Ohio,  for  the  metal 
work  in  stand  pipe,  $6,588;  the  Snyder-Hughes  Co.,  Cleveland,  pumping  en¬ 
gine,  $7,830;  S.  Jolliat,  Alliance,  pumping  station  building  and  chimney,  $6,- 
471;  Erie  City  Iron  Works,  Erie,  Pa.,  boiler,  $1,085. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  S.  C.  Schenck,  225  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  agent  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  &  Western  R.  R.  Co.’s  Scranton  coal,  under  date  July  25,  1898, 
has  issued  the  following  circular  of  prices  for  present  shipment:  Grate  $5, 
egg  $5.25,  stove  $5.25  and  nut  $5.25.  These  prices  are  per  net  ton  on  board 
cars  at  Chicago,  and  are  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


Coal  operators  at  Saginaw,  Mich.,  are  much  dissatisfied  at  the  alleged  dis¬ 
crimination  in  coal  freights.  They  Claim  that  they  are  shut  out  of  Detroit, 
Flint  and  other  Southern  Michigan  markets,  and  unless  the  matter  can  be 
remedied  it  will  seriously  impede  the  development  of  the  coal  industry  there. 


* 

*  ifi 


John  Brashears,  secretary  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  and  Mining  Company, 
Cincinnati,  returned  Monday  from  Tampa,  Fla.,  where  he  had  a  number  of 
contracts  to  supply  the  Government  with  coal  and  grain.  He  says  the  two 
railroads  into  Tampa  have  more  than  ten  times  as  much  business  as  they  can 
handle,  and_  shipments  that  ought  to  go  through  in  three  or  four  days  take 
seven  to  nine  weeks. 


*  * 


The  manager  of  one  of  the  largest  coal  docks  at  the  head  of  the  lakes 
informs  our  regular  correspondent  that  there  is  now  on  the  docks  more 
than  twice  the  amount  of  coal  than  there  was  a  year  ago.  The  coal  com¬ 
panies  are  not  anxious  to  repeat  their  experience  of  a  year  ago,  when  they 
held  back  receipts  until  the  coal  strike,  when  the  price  advanced  and  lake 
freights  went  up.  This  year  they  are  taking  advantage  of  the  dull  shipping 
season  and  getting  supplies  at  a  20-cent  net  per  ton  rate. 

*  * 

At  a  called  meeting  of  the  coal  dealers  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  last  week,  the 
Toledo  Coal  Exchange  was  reorganized  and  the  following  officers  elected; 
President,  W.  E.  C.  Coxe;  vice-presidents,  Daniel  D.  Schenck,  Wm.  A.  Gos- 
line,  Jr.,  and  J.  M.  Vollmayer;  treasurer,  G.  Herman;  secretary,  J.  J.  Mc- 
Ilhenny.  The  directory  consists  of  the  foregoing  officers  except  the  secre¬ 
tary.  This  organization  went  out  of  existence  about  a  year  ago,  but  believing 
that  it  could  be  made  useful  during  the  coming  year,  local  dealers  concluded 
to  reorganize  on  a  stronger  basis  than  heretofore. 

* 

♦  + 

Mr.  T.  J.  O’Gara,  of  O’Gara,  King  &  Co.,  Chicago,  has  gone  to  West 
Baden,  Ind.,  for  a  much  needed  rest  and  recuperation.  He  is  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  family,  and  evidently  intends  to  cast  “dull  care”  aside  during 
the  continuance  of  his  trip.  Mr.  O’Gara’s  firm  has  been  a  live  factor  in  the 
coal  business  during  the  past  year  and  has  secured  many  very  important  com¬ 
mercial,  railroad  and  public  contracts.  This  pleases  and  does  not  surprise 
his  numerous  friends  who  are  well  acquainted  with  his  telling  habits  of  well 
directed  and  intelligent  industry  and  perseverance. 

*  * 

Coal  has  been  found  on  many  of  the  Philippines,  but  the  only  deposits 
which  have  been  in  any  way  developed  are  on  the  island  of  Cebu.  In  1895 
two  mines  in  operation  there  were  estimated  to  yield  2,500  tons  each  a  day,  but 
this  amount  was  not  being  taken  out.  The  coal  is  a  lignite,  and  some  of  it 
used  on  the  steamers  of  the  coast  trade  has  been  preferred  to  the  New  South 
Wales  product.  The  Spanish  fleet  drew  supplies  from  these  mines.  In  the 
mines  of  LHung,  five  beds  have  been  located  measuring,  three  of  them,  three 
feet  eight  inches,  one  five  feet  eight  inches  and  one  five  feet  thick.  The  car¬ 
boniferous  formation  extends  over  the  greater  portion  of  Cebu.  From  Bal- 
amban  and  Sogod  to  Malabuyuc  and  Bojoon,  comprising  an  area  of  fifty  miles, 
there  is  not  a  village  that  does  not  show  an  outcrop  of  coal,  and  at  Compos¬ 
tela,  near  Cebu  City,  the  coal  being  mined  is  of  a  superior  quality.  On  the 
island  of  Masbate  a  local  steamship  owner  supplied  his  ship  from  the  hillside 
as  long  as  the  laborers  could  probe  out  coal  with  crowbars.  This  locality  is 
estimated  to  contain  600,000  tons  of  fuel.  On  the  island  of  Batan,  southeast  of 
Luzon,  deposits  have  been  successfully  worked.  Cebu  coal  exported  to  Hong 
Kong  has  given  a  very  good  quality  of  illuminating  gas. 

*  ♦ 

The  West  Virginia  Fuel  Co.,  resident  agents  at  Cincinnati  of  the  C&O 
Fuel  Co.,  have  entered  into  a  campaign  for  securing  business  that  bids  fair  to 
very  largely  increase  their  trade  in  the  Cincinnati  market.  This  concern  rep¬ 
resents  about  go  per  cent  of  the  coal  operations  along  the  C.  &  O.  road.  All 
the  buyers  of  these  operations  were  in  Cincinnati  this  week  holding  a  meeting, 
their  object  being  to  determine  to  what  extent  they  can  buy  their  supplies  in 
Cincinnati.  Heretofore  the  coal  region  along  the  line  of  the  C.  &  O.  has  been 
buying  largely  in  other  cities.  Cincinnati,  however,  offers  large  possibilities 
in  the  way  of  trade  on  C  &  O  coals,  and  the  mine  operators  have  determined 
to  buy  their  merchandise  more  largely  in  Cincinnati,  and  thus  establish  re¬ 
ciprocal  trade  relations  with  the  merchants.  The  following  mines  were  rep¬ 
resented:  Charlmore  Coal  Co.,  Hernshaw;  Star  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Red  Star; 
Mount  Carbon  Co.,  Ltd.,  Powellton;  Gauley  Mountain  Coal  Co.,  Ansted;  Big 
Black  Band  Coal  Co.,  Hernshaw;  Polsue  Coal  Co.,  Crown  Hill;  W.  R.  Johnson, 
Crescent;  New  River  Coke  Co.,  Caperton;  Belmont  Coal  Co.,  Crown  Hill; 
Kanawha  Splint  Coal  Co.,  East  Bank;  Sun  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Sun;  Carver 
Bros.,  Edgewater;  Mecca  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Montgomery;  Lens  Creek  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  Hernshaw;  M.  T.  Davis  &  Co.,  Montgomery;  St.  Clair  Co.,  Eagle; 
Coalburg  Colliery  Co.,  Ronda;  J.  F.  Burdett,  Mt.  Carbon;  Collins  Colliery  Co., 
Glenjean;  Gt.  Kanawha  Colliery  Co.,  Mt.  Carbon;  Chesapeake  Mining  Co., 
Handley;  Montgomery  Coal  Co.,  Montgomery;  Brooklyn  Coal  Co.,  Rush  Run; 
Rush  Run  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Rush  Run;  T.  P.  Davies,  receiver.  Eagle;  Royal 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Prince;  Red  Ash  Coal  Co.,  Rush  Run;  Robinson  Coal  Co., 
Coalburg;  all  of  West  Virginia. 
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ASSOCIATION  NOTES 


OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


Membership  of  the  Coal  Dealers’ 

Wisconsin . 

Additions; 

J.  E.  Hollister,  Pecatonica,  Ill. 
Heddles  Lumber  Co.,  Lake  Beu¬ 
lah,  Wis. 

Walter  (&  Franzen,  Shermerville, 
Ill. 

No.  of  Additions . 


Association  of  Illinois  and 
. 363 

Churchill  &  Newton,  Glen  El¬ 
lyn,  Ill. 

Alexander  Robertson,  High¬ 
land  Park,  Ill. 

Heimerdinger  Bros..  Cary,  Ill. 

.  6 


Total  Membership . 369 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ Association  of  Ohio. . 568 

Membership  of  the  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Association . 177 

Membership  of  thelindiana  Coal  Association  .  83 


In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manitested  mtnesevu  'a 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  is  1  he 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  arid  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 
interest  them. 


The  following  notes  from  Mr.  J.  H.  Ulrick,  Springfield,  Ohio,  president  of 
the  Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio,  will  be  of  in¬ 
terest  alike  to  members  and  non-members  in  that  organization,  and  it  shows 
the  confidence  that  President  Ulrick  has  in  the  “permanency  of  United 
Endeavor,"  as  well  as  the  results  to  be  obtained  from  the  harmonious  work  of 
the  membership: 

The  affairs  of  the  W.  &  R  C.  D.  A.  of  Ohio  are  assuming  a  very  satisfac¬ 
tory  condition.  There  is  a  manifest  increased  interest.  This  is  due,  we  think, 
largely  to  two  causes,  first  the  very  enjoyable  outing  in  connection  with  the 
annual  convention  last  June,  which  was  certainly  up  to  date  in  every  particu¬ 
lar  and  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all  present. 

* 

*  * 

We  have  every  reason  to  expect  that  during  this  year  our  membership 
will  be  increased  to  i,ooo  or  more.  Special  attention  will  be  given  to  encour¬ 
aging  local  organizations — coal  exchanges — with  the  view  of  doing  local  good 
as  well  as  promoting  the  interests  of  the  state  organization. 

* 

*  * 

Our  second  reason  for  believing  we  are  on  the  up-grade,  is  the  manifest 
increased  activity  in  all  lines  of  trade.  Better  times  are  coming  in  which  the 
“coal  man”  hopes  to  share. 

* 

*  * 

Another  very  potent  reason  for  the  present  revival  of  interest  in  the  W.  & 
R.  C.  D.  A.  of  Ohio  lies  in  the  fact  that  coal  operators,  shippers,  jobbers  and 
especially  the  traveling  men  are  taking  a  hand  in  the  business,  all  of  whom 
are  not  only  invited,  but  are  urged  to  become  full  members. 


SUSmER  OUTING  OHIO  INSTITUTE  MINING  ENGINEERS. 


The  summer  meeting  and  outing  of  the  Ohio  Institute  of  Mining  Engi¬ 
neers  will  occur  August  2,  3  and  4,  1898.  The  following  program  has  been  ar¬ 
ranged  and  is  according  to  standard  time:  on  Tuesday,  August  2.  “By  the 
courtesy  of  the  officials  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad,  an  extra 
coach  will  be  attached  to  the  regular  train  leaving  this  city  at  7:20  A.  m.  The 
party  will  arrive  at  Sandusky  at  12:15  (noon)  where  arrangements  have  been 
made  at  the  Sloane  House  (which  will  be  our  headquarters),  fora  fish  and  frog 
dinner.  In  the  afternoon  the  excursionists  will  take  the  steamer  “R.  B. 
Hayes,”  and  visit  the  docks  and  other  points  of  interest  about  the  bay. 
In  the  evening,  they  will  visit  Cedar  Point,  returning  to  the  Sloane  House  at 
night. 

On  Wednesday,  August  3,  at  g  A.  m.  we  take  the  palatial  steamer  “Arrow,” 
for  Put-in-Bay,  where  we  will  examine  the  glacial  markings  and  enjoy  a  treat, 
consisting  of  a  lecture  upon  the  “Ice  Age”  by  Dr.  Edward  Orton.  In  the 
afternoon  we  will  have  a  basket  picnic  in  a  grove  selected  for  that  purpose, 
and  at  4:30  we  take  the  steamer  for  Toledo,  where  we  will  arrive  at  7:30  that 
evening.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  our  accommodation  at  the  Bur¬ 
nett  House. 

Thursday,  August  4,  will  be  devoted  to  visiting  the  docks  and  such  points 
of  interest  in  the  city  of  Toledo  as  our  friends  will  select.  In  the  evening  we 
will  take  the  Hocking  Valley  train  (to  which  President  Monsarratt  will  attacha 
car  for  our  special  accommodation),  arriving  in  Columbus  at  8:40.  The  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  trip,  as  near  as  can  be  estimated,  will  be  from  five  to  six  dollars. 
Do  not  fail  to  embrace  this  opportunity  for  a  grand  outing  at  little  or  no  ex¬ 
pense.”  The  officers  of  the  Institute  are:  president.  Prof.  F.  A.  Ray,  Colum¬ 
bus;  vice-president,  Henry  Price,  Jackson;  secretary  and  treasurer,  R.  M. 
Haseltine,  Columbus;  executive  committee.  Prof.  N.  W.  Lord  and  W.  H.  Jen¬ 
nings,  Columbus;  and  Capt.  J.  L.  Morris,  Carrollton. 


D.  L.  Braucher  did  some  underground  surveying  at  the  east  shaft  at  Lin¬ 
coln,  Ill.,  last  week  to  reach  coal  1  inds  belonging  to  the  company  in  Chester 
ownship,  a  half  mile  from  the  present  shaft.  A  double  entry,  paralleling  the 
railway,  will  be  necessitated  to  give  proper  ventilation.  At  present  only  about 
500  or  600  feet  is  completed,  and  the  tunnel  will  not  be  completed  for  several 
months.  This  will  open  the  shaft  to  320  acres  now  owned  by  this  company, 
with  options  on  other  coal  lands  lying  contiguous. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interes 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


C.  W.  Johnson  is  now  engaged  in  the  pleasant  occupation  of  selling 
anthracite  coal  to  domestic  consumers  at  Centralia,  Ill. 


O.* 

*  » 


The  Hamilton  countv  commissioners  last  week  at  Cincinnati  awarded  the 
coal  contract  for  the  county  to  West  Virginia  coal,  thus  disregarding  the  pro¬ 
test  of  the  United  Mine  Workers’  Union. 


* 

*  * 


The  consumers  of  hard  coal  in  the  vicinity  of  Winona,  Minn.,  are  getting 
the  benefit  of  a  reduction  of  75  cents  in  the  price  of  that  product.  It  is  now 
selling  at  $7.00,  the  former  price  was  S7.75. 


* 

*  * 


Donald  Macdonald,  president  of  the  C  &  O  Fuel  Co.,  spent  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  m  this  city  looking  after  matters  connected  with  their  Chicago 
branch.  He  says  “business  is  good  and  improving  right  along.” 


*  * 


Mr.  Jeff  P.  Read,  Paducah,  the  hustling  local  manager  for  the  Central 
Coal  and  Iron  Company,  has  issued  a  handsome  announcement  calling  atten. 
tion  to  his  celebrated  Render  coal  on  an  embossed  and  gilded  patriotic  foldejr 


* 

*  * 


Ellsworth  E.  Crawley,  Pittsfield.  Mass.,  who  for  the  past  twenty  years  had 
been  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Pontoosiic  Woolen  company  mills,  has 
formed  a  partnership  with  John  Garvin  in  the  coal  busines.  The  firm  name 
will  be  Garvin  &  Crawley. 


* 

* 


The  school  committee  of  Framingham,  Mass.,  has  awarded  to  the  Fram¬ 
ingham  Coal  Co.  the  contract  for  furnishing  239  tons  of  egg,  115  tons  of  Cum¬ 
berland,  twenty-five  tons  of  stove  and  five  tons  of  nut,  or  384  tons  of  coal  in  all, 
for  the  Framingham  schools  for  i898-’g9. 


*  * 


The  school  committee  of  Wakefield,  Mass.,  has  awarded  the  fuel  con¬ 
tract  as  follows:  To  Mansfield  and  Cheney,  for  furnishing  coal,  and  to  J. 
Toomey  tor  furnishing  wood.  The  different  bidders  were  J.  M.  Parley,  Austin 
L.  Mansfield,  J.  Toomey  and  Mansfield  and  Cheney,  in  the  order  named. 

* 

*  * 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Department  of  Education,  of  Oswego, 
N.  Y.,  has  parceled  out  the  coal  contract,  and  each  of  the  following  dealers 
will  furnish  between  ninety  and  one  hundred  tons:  Holden  &  Sons,  Mollison 
&  Dowdle,  J.  B.  McMurrich,  Robert  Downey,  W.  K.  Niver  &  Company,  and 
George  W.  Simpson. 

^  * 

The  Utica,  N.  Y.,  coal  dealers’  exchange  has  ordered  a  reduction  of  30 
cents  on  all  kinds  of  coal,  the  reduction  to  take  effect  at  once.  The  prices  of 
coal  now  will  be:  Egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  $4.75;  pea,  $4.00;  stove  or  chest¬ 
nut  and  pea  mixed,  §4.40.  The  former  prices  were:  Grate,  S5.00;  egg,  stove 
and  chestnut,  $5.25;  pea,  $4.25;  pea  and  stove  or  chestnut,  S4.75. 

* 

*  * 

The  School  Board  of  Moline,  Ill.,  has  awarded  the  coal  contract  as  fol¬ 
lows:  F.  L.  Natt,  the  Erickson,  Grant,  Garfield,  Sixteenth  street  and  Seventh 
street  schools  at  81.85  per  ton.  Walker  &  Son  will  supply  the  Irving  and 
Lincoln  with  100  and  150  tons  of  Cable  lump  at  81.94  per  ton.  Shallberg- 
Bros,  the  high  school  and  Washington  Building  at  81.75  per  ton. 


The  prices  submitted  for  the  municipal  coal  contract  this  week  has  caused 
trouble  among  the  local  coal  dealers,  says  a  Haverhill,  Mass.,  correspondent. 
The  utmost  harmony  does  not  now  exist  among  the  dealers,  and  a  repetition 
of  the  price  war  which  occurred  a  few  years  ago  is  predicted.  One  firm,  it  is 
stated,  is  ready  to  break  away  from  the  combine  among  the  dealers  and  cut 
prices  within  a  short  time.  It  is  also  expected  that  one  of  the  largest  firms  in 
the  city  will  inaugurate  this  step  and  a  lively  cutting  of  prices  is  probable. 


* 

The  Output  Coal  Company,  Biddeford,  Me.,  gets  the  contract  to  furnish 
the  city  with  coal  according  to  the  proposals  published  by  the  city  council 
joint  standing  committee  on  public  property.  Bids  were  received  from  the 
Output  Coal  Company,  the  Lffiion  Coal  Company,  C.  E.  Atwood  and  Ervin  F'. 
Goldthwaite,  and  it  was  found  that  the  bid  of  the  Output  Company  on  each 
kind  of  coal  called  for  was  the  lowest,  therefore  the  contract  was  awarded  to 
this  company.  The  Output  Company’s  bids  were  as  follows:  Soft  coal  for  the 
city  building,  $8.35  a  ton;  stove  coal,  85. 45  a  ton;  egg  coal,  85.25  a  ton.  The 
bid  of  this  company  was  considerably  lower  than  that  of  any  of  the  others. 

* 

* 

The  West  Virginia  Fuel  Co.,  organized  last  week  at  Charleston.  W.  \'a., 
elected  officers  as  follows:  Donald  Macdonald,  president;  John  A.  Renahan, 
vice-president;  A.  J.  Macdonald,  secretary,  and  Henry  Immenhort,  general 
manager.  This  company  succeeds  to  the  large  retail  business  of  the  C&O 
Fuel  Co.  at  Cincinnati,  O.,  and  will  hereafter  be  the  retail  agent  of  the  C  & 
O  Fuel  Co.  in  that  city.  It  is  owned  and  controlled  by  the  same  interests 
which  own  and  control  the  C&O  Fuel  Co.  They  are  operating  the  C&O 
coal  terminals,  possessing  the  largest  retail  facilities  in  the  country.  The  bin 
capacity  of  this  magnificent  steel  plant  is  6,000  tons — considerably  in  excess 
of  the  combined  capacity  of  all  the  other  thirteen  coal  elevators  in  Cincinnati. 
The  bins  lead  off  from  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R.  bridge  on  the  river  bank.  Dump 
cars  are  usewl,  and  the  coal  is  unloaded  with  practically  no  expense.  The 
plant  is  also  fully  equipped  for  handling  coal  from  the  river,  so  that  m  case 
of  a  strike  or  any  interruption  on  the  railroad,  they  have  the  river  as  a  reserve. 
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rEACHES  FROM  COAL  LANDS. 


A  correspondent  at  Marion,  Ill.,  writes  as  follows:  “In  the  progress  of 
developing  Southern  Illinois,  the  Ohio  &  Mississippi  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  at 
this  place  has  planned  a  double  use  of  the  land  owned  in  this  county.  The 
project  is  a  fruit  and  coal  combination  in  which  the  land  will  be  made  to  pro¬ 
duce  from  fruit  farms  above  and  from  mines  beneath.  In  Williamson  county 
the  company  owns  400  acres  which  is  underlaid  with  a  nine  foot  vein  of  fine 
coal.  The  project  of  setting  out  the  entire  acreage  in  fruit  trees  is  being  seri¬ 
ously  considered.  The  land  is  admirably  adapted  to  apples,  peaches  and 
pears,  and  it  is  figured  that  a  better  investment  cannot  be  "made.  The  prop¬ 
erty  is  owned  and  run  by  Chicago  capital. 

Manager  F.  F.  Read  has  another  scheme,  the  prospectus  of  which  has  been 
printed.  It  is  to  connect  all  the  mines  in  the  vicinity  with  an  electric  belt 
railway,  running  the  line  through  the  main  streets  of  Marion.  Within  a  ra¬ 
dius  of  twenty-five  miles  there  are  eight  mines.  This  road  will  be  utilized  in 
hauling  the  men  to  and  from  work,  in  switching  coal  and  in  making  the  fruit 
growers  of  the  adjacent  county  accessible  to  shipping  facilities.  The  product 
of  all  the  orchards  and  berry  fields  can  be  gathered  up  and  quickly  run  to  a 
common  loading  point.  A  profit  of  $65,000  a  year  is  figuied  on  for  this 
line  and  it  can  be  built  and  equipped  for  $6,200  a  mile.  The  road  will  be 
twenty-five  miles  long. 

The  Peabody  Coal  Co.  has  two  mines  near  Marion.  One  is  a  slope  from 
which  the  coal  is  pulled  up  from  a  nine-foot  vein,  eighteen  feet  below  the  sur¬ 
face.  The  other  is  a  shaft  completely  equipped  with  electric  mining  machin¬ 
ery.  The  slope  is  now  run  by  the  hand-and-pick  process,  but  electric  ma¬ 
chines  will  soon  be  placed  and  a  connecting  wire  run  from  the  shaft,  when 
both  plants  will  be  run  by  electric  power. 

*  These  two  mines  will  produce  2,000  tons  of  coal  a  day  and  will  employ  400 
men.  When  it  is  understood  that  there  are  eight  of  these  mines  within  a 
radius  of  twenty-five  miles,  the  reader  may  have  some  idea  of  the  field.  A 
crew  of  four  men  with  an  electric  "digger”  will  cut  out  200  tons  of  coal  in  a 
ten-hour  day.  The  coal  is  screened  by  machinery,  by  the  shaking  process, 
four  cars  being  loaded  at  the  same  time. 

The  steam  power  at  the  Peabody  shaft  mine  is  sufficient  to  generate  a 
current  not  only  for  that  mine  and  the  slope,  but  will  furnish  the  power  to 
operate  the  proposed  belt  line  connecting  the  mines  and  the  fruit  farms  with 
the  town  of  Marion.  This  road  is  almost  sure  to  be  built  within  the  next  year. 

The  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  Railroad  Co.  has  bought  land  near  Spiller- 
town.  Here  the  coal  lies  under  ten  to  twelve  feet  of  earth.  A  steam  shovel 
was  put  to  work  to  strip  off  the  thin  covering,  after  which  the  rich  strip  of  coal 
is  cut  out  in  blocks  and  hoisted  on  cars  by  the  steam  shovel.  At  present  this 
plant  is  not  in  operation,  but  it  is  held  in  readiness  in  case  of  an  emergency. 

In  making  excavations  an  abundant  supply  of  water  was  struck.  There 
is  a  plan  to  pipe  it  to  Marion  and  make  it  the  supply  of  a  water  works  system. 

Thousands  of  acres  of  apples,  peaches,  pears  and  small  fruits  have  been 
set  out  in  this  section.  The  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  railroad  has  developed 
this  business  by  purchasing  the  old  Chicago,  Paducah  &  Memphis  line.  The 
company  had  previously  laid  its  own  rails  to  S'^elbyville.  The  lower  end  is 
now  being  regraded  in  places  and  ballasted  with  gravel. 

Fruit  men  along  the  line  are  experienced  horticulturists.  They  ship  a 
class  of  fruit  which  is  sure  to  bring  good  returns.  For  instance,  C.  M.  Dixon, 
living  near  Benton,  produced  strawberries  from  a  half  acre  which  netted  him 
$500.  The  average  was  twenty-seven  berries  to  the  cjuart.  He  would  not  ship 
smaller.  Some  of  them  ran  only  eleven  to  fourteen  to  the  quart  box. 

In  this  field  the  railroad  people  have  representatives  among  the  farmers 
all  the  time.  At  Mount  Vernon  are  E.  J.  Knickerbocker,  division  passenger 
and  freight  agent,  and  A.  L.  Klank,  industrial  agent.  The  road  favors  consoli¬ 
dation  of  shipments,  by  which  growers  ship  in  carload  lots  to  one  association  in 
Chicago,  which  unloads  and  delivers  train  loads  of  fruit. 

This  section  of  the  state  has  been  tapped  for  the  benefit  of  Chicago. 
Truck  and  fruit  of  the  producer  is  not  only  bought  in  Chicago,  but  Chicago 
merchants  are  selling  goods  to  people  who  formerly  traded  in  St.  Louis.  To 
cultivate  these  relations  the  road  at  frequent  intervals  sells  cheap  excursion 
tickets  to  Chicago. 


A  NATIONAL  MINTNCJ  DEPARTNIENT. 


For  some  reason  difficult  to  understand  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners 
has  placed  itself  in  opposition  to  the  establishment  of  a  national  department 
of  mining.  It  would  appear  that  this  opposition  is  based  on  the  belief  that 
such  a  department  would  be  conducted  to  the  injury  of  small  claim  owners. 

It  is  difficult  to  see  how  that  conclusion  was  reached,  for  the  proposed 
department,  having  a  clearer  understanding  of  mining  matters  than  the  In¬ 
terior  Department,  would  be  better  able  to  protect  the  interests  of  all  persons 
engaged  in  the  mining  industry.  One  great  trouble  at  present  is  that  mining 
matters  do  not  receive  the  attention  from  the  authorities  at  Washington  that 
they  deserve.  This  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  Interior  De¬ 
partment  is  overburdened  with  work  and  cannot  give  the  time  to  the  mineral  in¬ 
dustry.  A  very  different  state  of  affairs  would  be  established  if  there  were  a 
special  department  of  the  government  devoted  to  mining. 

In  1897  the  mineral  product  of  the  United  States  amounted  in  value  to 
746  million  dollars, and  it  is  expected  that  this  year  it  will  fall  but  little,  if  any, 
short  of  850  million  dollars.  This  includes  the  precious  metals  and  also  coal, 
iron,  lead  and  building  stone.  So  valuable  an  industry  should  receive  at  the 
hands  of  the  fetleral  government  greater  consideration  than  it  does  at  pres¬ 
ent,  or  than  it  is  likely  to  receive  as  long  as  mining  shall  not  be  entrusted  to  a 
department  of  its  own. 

It  took  a  long  time  to  induce  Congress  to  provide  for  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  but  no  one  today  would  wish  to  see  that  department  abolished. 
It  is  doing  so  much  for  the  promotion  of  agricultural  interests  that  no  one  can 
be  blind  to  the  fact  that  a  wise  step  was  taken  when  it  was  organized.  It 
would  be  so  in  case  a  department  of  mines  and  mining  were  established.  A 
stimulus  would  bi  given  to  the  development  of  the  mineral  resources  of  the 
country,  which,  in  turn,  would  result  in  a  much  larger  annual  production,  and, 
consequently,  a  vast  addition  to  the  wealth  of  the  nation. 

The  improvements  on  the  coal  plant  of  J.  F.  Ray,  Franklin,  Mass.,  are 
rapidly  nearing  completion,  thanks  to  the  rapid  work  of  contractor  Grant. 


WESTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


The  School  Board  of  Joliet,  Ill.,  will  receive  bids  for  coal  up  to  August 
5,  i8q8. 

Marcus  Daly,  of  Butte,  Montana,  has  bought  the  Diamondville,  Wyo., 
coal  mines  for  $300,000^ 

At  Ashley,  Mich.,  a  vein  of  coal  four  and  a  half  feet  thick,  at  a  depth  of 
206  feet,  has  been  struck. 

The  O.  W.  Shipman  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich.,  will  furnish  the  schools  their 
supply  of  soft  coal  this  winter  at  $2.16  per  ton. 

The  Coal  mines  at  Pana  are  still  idle,  despite  repeated  efforts  made  by 
the  operators  to  open  them  with  non-union  labor. 

The  Hill  Top  coal  mine  at  Petersburg,  Ill.,  has  closed  down  because  of  dull 
business,  throwing  about  too  men  out  of  employment. 

The  Reiss  Coal  Co.,  Sheboygan.  Wis.,  is  very  enterprising,  and  the  citi¬ 
zens  are  proud  of  the  commercial  spirit  which  animates  it. 

The  Crawford  Coal  Co.,  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  has  struck  a  good  vein  of  coal 
near  Hoosierville,  and  will,  it  is  reported,  soon  sink  another  shaft  near  Center 
Point. 

The  opening  of  the  new  coal  shafts  by  C.  J.  Devlin  will  bring  200  new 
families  to  Frontenac,  Kans.,  that  number  of  men  being  necessary  to  work  the 
mines. 

The  St.  Joseph  and  Grand  Island  Railroad,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  has  placed 
an  order  for  rolling  stock,  including  twenty-five  coal  cars  to  be  delivered  Sep¬ 
tember  I. 

Mr.  L.  W.  Thompson,  manager  of  the  Beloit  Lumber  and  Coal  Co.,  has 
received  an  order  for  4,000  tons  of  coal  for  Waupun  and  the  State  Industrial 
School  at  Waukesha,  Wis. 

Work  at  the  Gorham  Coal  Company’s  mines  at  Louisville,  Colo.,  will  soon 
be  resumed.  This  was  decided  at  the  mass  meeting  of  several  hundred 
miners  at  Louisville  last  week. 

Coal  from  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  is  now  carried  from  thence  to  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  by  the  river  steamer  George  W.  Parker,  which  is  of  1,000  tons 
capacity  and  belongs  to  the  Leavenworth  Coal  Co. 

The  Rocky  Fork  Coal  Co.,  Red  Lodge,  Mont.,  is  mining  and  i-hipping 
coal  at  the  rate  of  1,000  tons  a  day.  During  the  past  week  an  extra  train  has 
been  required  nearly  every  day  to  handle  the  output  of  the  mines. 

The  Northern  Coal  and  Transportation  Co.,  Saginaw,  Mich.,  has  just 
started  the  work  of  sinking  a  shaft  near  St.  Charles.  The  work  is  to  be 
pushed  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  it  is  expected  that  coal  will  be  hoisted  at 
this  shaft  before  winter. 

The  rates  recently  fixed  by  the  traffic  association  by  which  Saginaw  coal 
is  shut  out  of  many  markets  in  Michigan  to  the  benefit  of  the  Ohio  industry,  is 
causing  a  great  deal  of  indignation  among  coal  operators.  Facts  and  figures 
are  being  collected  to  right  this  palpable  injury  to  the  development  of  the 
Saginaw  coal  industry  in  the  near  future. — Courier-Herald,  Saginaw. 

At  Brazil,  Ind.,  July  24,  a  carriage  party  consisting  of  Mr.  Patrick  Mooney, 
civil  engineer  for  the  Brazil  Block  Coal  Company,  his  wife  and  five  children, 
and  Miss  Teena  McDonald,  were  struck  by  a  wrecking  train  on  the  Chicago 
and  Eastern  Illinois  Railroad  north  of  there.  Miss  McDonald  and  Miss  Hes¬ 
ter  Mooney  were  fatally  injured,  while  Mr.  Mooney,  his  wife  and  two  other 
children  received  serious  wounds. 

The  estimated  receipts  of  coal  at  Duluth-Superior  docks  thus  far  are  1,050,000 
tons,  which  is  over  300,000  tons  more  than  had  been  received  last  season  at  a 
date  ten  days  later  than  now.  The  receipts  of  bituminous  coal  to  August  i 
last  year  amounted  to  530,770  tons.  This  year  they  are  already  700,000  tons. 
The  estimated  receipts  of  anthracite  coal  to  date  are  300,000  tons,  which  is 
about  100,000  tons. greater  than  they  were  a  year  ago  on  August  i. 


Anthracite  is  now  selling  at  $7.25  at  La  Crosse,  Wis. 

At  Toledo,  Ohio,  the  Coal  Exchange  has  completed  its  organization  with 
W.  E.  C.  Coxe  as  president.  The  price  of  anthracite  is  fixed  at  $5.25  per  ton 
delivered. 

The  retailers  at  Philadelphia  have  light  stocks  on  hand,  owing  to  the  agi¬ 
tation  regarding  freight  rates  and  their  experience  in  previous  years  of  load¬ 
ing  up  and  finding  the  prices  lower  later  in  the  season,  and  for  that  reason 
also  some  of  the  domestic  consumers  have  not  laid  in  their  supplies  as  early 
as  in  times  past. 

The  persistent  circulation  of  stories  of  troubles  among  the  members  of  the 
Ohio  Coal  Association  are  not  understood  by  members  of  that  organization. 
There  is  no  truth  in  the  stories  of  a  threatened  disruption  of  the  Association. 
The  Association  has  a  provision  that  in  the  event  of  any  dispute  between  mem¬ 
bers  of  it,  such  dispute  must  be  left  to  arbitration.  This  clause  prevents  any 
possibility  of  a  break  up. 

At  the  Miners’  Convention  held  at  Altoona,  Pa.,  the  following  scale  of 
wages  was  adopted:  Pick  mining  35  cents;  machine  mining,  undercutting  in 
rooms,  24  cents;  in  headings,  26  cents.  These  prices  are  for  net  ton,  run  of 
mines.  Drivers  and  most  all  outside  workers,  $1.80  per  day.  This  is  an 
average  advance  of  about  10  per  cent.  It  is  not  expected  that  the  operators 
will  grant  it.  Some  35,000  miners  will  be  affected. 
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A  new  Texas  incorporation  is  the  Indianola  Coal  and  Railway  Company 
of  Dallas;  capital  stock  $50,000.  Purpose:  The  transaction  of  a  coal  mining 
business  and  the  purchase  and  sale  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  used  for 
that  business;  rail  business  is  to  be  conducted  in  Texas  and  Indian  Territory. 
Incorporators,  C.  H.  Alexander,  E.  A.  Ellis,  C.  H.  Beauchamp,  Jr.,  of  Dallas; 
R.  C.  Hawley,  Sulphur  Springs,  and  William  Thompson  of  Dallas. 

The  shipments  from  the  mines  of  the  Cumberland-George's  Creek  coal 
region  for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  July  16,  were  77,561  tons,  and  the  total 
shipments  for  the  year  to  that  date  were  2,183,840  tons,  an  increase  of  178,744 
tons,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  1897.  The  shipments  to  the  Balti¬ 


more  &  Ohio  Railroad  for  the  week  were  48,477  tons,  and  for  the  year  to  that 
date  1,507,780  tons,  being  an  increase  of  190,777  tons,  as  compared  with  last 
year. 

Assistant  State  Mine  Inspector  Culverhouse,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  states: 
“The  output  of  coal  for  1898  will  exceed  6,000,000  tons.  Mr.  Culverhouse  has 
been  making  a  visit  to  the  various  mines  in  the  state  recently,  and  he  bases 
his  estimate  on  what  has  been  done  so  far  this  year  and  what  work  is  in  pros¬ 
pect  at  the  different  mines.  Never  before  was  there  so  much  work  at  the  coal 
mines  during  the  summer  as  is  going  on  now,  and  conditions  will  keep  up 
now  all  through  the  heated  season.” 
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EASTERN  (OAL  AM)  COKE  NOTES. 


The  General  Hocking  Coal  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  has  absorbed  the  Stalter 
Coal  Co.,  of  Nelsonville. 

C.  Jutte  &^Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  were  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing 
coal  to  the  city  pumping  stations. 

Work  on  the  new  colliery  Midvalley  No.  2  at  Mahanoy  City,  Pa.,  is  pro¬ 
gressing  rapidly.  It  will  be  a  model  breaker  in  all  respects. 

Up  to  August  15  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  city  of  Middleton,  Ohio, 
will  receive  proposals  for  its  supply  of  bituminous  and  anthracite  coal. 

The  tipple,  several  cars  and  some  coal  were  destroyed  by  fire  last  week 
at  the  Lynn  coal  mine.  L^niontown,  belonging  to  Hanna  Bros.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
The  total  loss  will  reach  55,000. 

Lake  Michigan  coal  tonnage  continues  in  good  demand  at  Toledo.  The 
supply  of  tonnage  for  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  is  about  eq  ual  to  the  demand. 
There  is  also  a  fair  demand  for  grain  carriers. 

The  Massillon  (Ohio)  coal  operators'  have  decided  to  advance  their 
wholesale  prices  fifteen  cents  per  ton  on  the  first  of  August.  The  cause 
given  is  the  new  rate  of  wages  paid  the  miners  as  the  result  of  the  recent 
strike. 

The  L.  &  W.  B.  collieries  are  working  five  days  a  week;  the  U.  L.  &  W.  em‘ 
ployesare  working  nearly  full  time  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.  There  is  an  improve" 
ment  noticed  in  the  time  work  at  the  L.  V.  Collieries  and  the  U.  &  H.  Co.  is  pick¬ 
ing  up  nicely. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Pottsville,  Pa.,  will  shortly  award  a  contract 
for  the  extension  of  the  western  end  of  the  Jeanesville  strippings.  A  fine 
seam  of  coal  has  been  discovered  there  recently  and  it  is  said  that  several 
years  will  be  required  to  complete  the  job. 


The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain  Railroad  &  Coal  Co.  makes  the 
following  statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported  over  the  road  for  the 
week  ending  July  16,  1898,  and  previously  during  the  year: 


Week,  Total  for  Total  for 

1898.  year  1898.  year  1897 

Broad  Top,  tons .  7,928  242,593  230,553 

Cumberland,  tons . 31.259  826,526  842,520 


Total . 39. '87  1,069,120  1,073,073 

Decrease . 14,407  3,953 


The  Huntingdon  and  Broad  Top  Mountain  Railroad  &  Coal  Co.  makes  the 
following  statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported  over  the  road  for  the 
week  ending  July  23,  1898,  and  previously  during  the  year: 


1 

Broad  Top,  tons .  8,722 

Cumberland,  tons .  3L5I7 


Total . . , 
Decrease. 


Week, 

I'otal  for 

Total  for 

1898. 

year  1898. 

year  1897. 

8,722 

257.316 

243.664 

31.517 

861,054 

876,152 

43.240 

1, 1 12,360 

1, 1 19,216 

2,902 

6,855 

The  Pennsylvania  railroad  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  and  coke  originating 
on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  July,  16,  1898,  and 
the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  as  follows: 


1898. 

1898. 

1897. 

Week  ending 

Year  to 

Year  to 

July  16. 

July  16. 

July  17. 

Anthracite. 

90,198 

1.781,470 

1,732,472 

Bituminous,  tons 

272,989 

7,519.314 

6,290,925 

Coke,  tons 

108,597 

3,270,210 

2.385.583 

Total 

471.784 

12,570,994 

10,408,980 

Most  all  of  the  engines  on  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railway  are  again 
using  hard  coal.  An  order  was  issued  some  time  ago  that  by  July  15  all  the 
engines  should  be  using  anthracite  fuel,  and  as  closely  as  possible  the  order 
has  been  carried  out. 

The  Philadelphia  Times  says,  “There  is  considerable  anthracite  coal  now 
going  West  over  the  Reading  Co.’s  lines  via  the  Lebanon  Valley  and  Ship- 
pensburg.  The  coal  is  billed  to  St.  Louis  and  Chicago.  The  Eastern  coal 
trade  to  tidewater  is  dull.  The  company  is  now  filling  its  big  bin  at  Reading 
with  45,000  tons  of  buckwheat  coal. 


SAVE  75  per  cent. 
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BY  USING  D.  P.  HYATT’S  CODE. 


The  Clear  Spring  Colliery,  Pittston,  Pa.,  is  making  exceptionally  good 
time  this  month,  working  nine  hours  nearly  every  day.  This  is  owing  chiefly 
to  the  tact  that  the  colliery  was  idle  all  of  last  month  while  repairs  were  be¬ 
ing  made,  and  extra  cars  are  being  added  to  the  colliery’s  quota  in  order  to 
make  up  last  month’s  loss.  The  coal  from  the  Clear  Spring  colliery  is  shipped 
over  the  D.  L.  &  W.  Road. 

At  Shamokin,  Pa.,  thirty-six  empty  coal  cars  were  wrecked  and  subse- 
(juently  burned  on  a  siding  of  the  Swatara  branch  of  the  Philadelphia  and 
Reading  R.  R.  last  week.  It  is  alleged  that  boys  in  that  locality  loosened  the 
brakes  and  started  the  cars  down  the  grade.  They  collided  with  a  passing 
coal  train,  wrecking  the  36  cars.  After  the  wreck  the  boys  set  fire  to  the  cars 
and  nothing  remained  but  the  iron  work. 
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The  price  will  be  covered  in  a  very  few  telegrams. 
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A  mass  meeting  of  friends  of  the  Ohio  coal  miners  was  held  in  Cincinnati 
July  24,  to  get  the  labor  unions  of  that  city  to  throw  their  influence  for  their 
cause  and  in  favor  of  Ohio  coal,  which  is  produced  by  union  men.  President 
M.  D.  Ratchford  and  other  union  officials  addressed  the  meeting  and  explained 
why  the  Ohio  miners  should  be  aided  in  their  fight  against  the  non-union 
mined  coal  in  the  Virginias  and  Maryland. 

The  two  labor  organizations,  Knights  of  Labor  and  Mine  Workers,  in  the 
Pittsburg  district  are  making  preparations  for  a  vigorous  struggle  for  the 
upper  hand.  The  United  Mine  Workers  are  apparently  in  the  lead  at  pres¬ 
ent  and  are  making  strenuous  efforts  to  maintain  their  advantage.  They 
have  commenced  an  active  campaign  for  organization  throughout  the  district, 
and  will  hold  a  number  of  meetings  this  week.  The  Knights  of  Labor  also 
claim  to  be  making  good  progress  with  the  work  of  organization. 

At  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  E.  Stotler  has  sold  all  his  coal  mining  interests  in 
the  Salisbury  end  of  the  region  to  the  Merchants  Coal  Company  of  Baltimore, 
for  the  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  dollars  cash.  He  has  purchased  500  acres 
of  coal  land  one-half  mile  east  of  Rockwood,  containing  veins  of  various  de¬ 
grees,  ranging  from  thirty  inches  to  five  feet  in  thickness.  He  will  in  a  week 
or  so  begin  prospecting  for  the  ten  foot  vein.  All  told  he  has  seven  veins  on 
his  new  purchase.  He  means  to  push  the  business  and  will  give  Rockwood 
a  new  and  first-class  industry. 
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DAVIS  COAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY. 

BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  TKC 

Davis  Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


SOLE  AGENTS  FOR 

E.LK  GARDEN 


High  in  Carbon. 

Low  in  Sulphur  and  Ash. 


^  For  Ore  Smelters,  Foundne** 
^  and  Family  Use. 


Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont,"^,  Va. 

SMITHING  COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 


No.  5.] 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


The  Robinson  Coal  Co.,  Coalburg,  W.  Va.,  is  in  a  receiver’s  h  ands.  Neil 
Robinson,  receiver,  will  continue  the  business. 

At  Coal  Creek,  Tenn.,  several  of  the  coal  mines  have  resumed  operations 
^notably  the  Fraterville  and  the  Cross  Mountain  plants. 

Anthracite  coal  discovered  at  historic  King’s  Mountain,  North  Carolina, 
shows,  it  is  said,  an  analysis  of  ninety-five  per  cent  of  carbon. 

The  Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Keystone,  W.  Va.,  will  place  a  large 
boiler  and  pump  at  their  deep  well  near  the  tipple  to  supply  its  plant  with 
water. 

The  steamer  Penelope  cleared  from  Norfolk,  Va.,  with  3,000  tons  of  Poca¬ 
hontas  coal  for  Buenos  Ayres.  This  is  the  first  cargo  of  coal  shipped  from  a 
Virginian  port. 

The  Western  Maryland  Railroad  has  contracted  with  the  J.  R.  Wheeler 
Company,  of  the  Fairmont  region,  for  its  supply  of  gas  coal  to  be  shipped  on 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  through  Victor  Cushwa  &  Sons  and  Steffey 
&  Findlay,  shippers  of  Williamsport,  Ind. 

The  coal  interests  of  Baltimore  are  still  booming.  The  big  four-masted 
clipper-ship  Shenandoah  left  this  morning  for  San  Francisco  with  a  cargo  of 
4,700  tons  of  Maryland  coal.  Many  cargoes  of  coal  are  being  made  up  for 
South  America,  Key  West,  Honolulu  and  Manila. 

In  1873  West  Virginia  was  one  of  the  ten  states  producing  above  500,000 
tons  of  coal;  in  1892  it  produced  9,750,000  tons,  the  state  in  the  meantime  ad¬ 
vancing  from  eighth  to  fourth  place.  The  production  in  1897  was  nearly  12,- 
000,030  tons,  and  West  Virginia’s  place  in  the  rank  is  third.  Three-fourths  of 
the  coal  is  marketed  outside  of  the  state. 

At  a  depth  of  100  feet  a  vein  of  coal  thirty  feet  thick  has  been  struck  in  a 
well  of  Mr.  Grey  White’s,  ten  miles  west  of  Carrizo  Springs,  Dimmit  county, 
southwestern  Kansas.  The  quality  is  said  to  be  excellent.  The  owner  says 
he  will  sink  a  shaft  and  have  the  coal  thoroughly  tested,  and  if  it  proves  to  be 
a  success  he  will  commence  to  put  in  machinery  at  once. 

Prof.  John  L.  Johnson  and  J.  W.  Paul,  State  Mine  Inspectors,  are  engaged 
in  a  very  important  work  concerning  the  mines  of  West  Virginia.  Prof.  John¬ 
son  has  the  northern  end  of  the  state,  and  Paul  takes  the  other  end.  They  are 
now  hard  at  work  and  will  be  at  it  all  summer.  They  will  visit  all  the  princi¬ 
pal  mines  and  coal  fields  of  the  state  and  will  prepare  a  text  book  on  mines 
and  mining. 

A  party  of  business  men  of  Richmond,  Ky.,  among  them  Mr.  John  F. 
White,  County  Clerk,  and  Colonel  Charles  E.  Smith,  went  to  meet  a  party  of 
Louisville  capitalists  in  Jackson  County,  who  are  interested  m  the  coal  and 
timber  land  m  that  section.  Options  have  been  taken  on  some  40,000  acres  of 
fine  coal  land,  and  the  visit  is  with  the  object  of  taking  definite  steps  to  develop 
the  hidden  mineral  wealth. 

The  Southern  Jellico  Coal  Co.  is  the  name  of  the  new  Tennessee  corpo¬ 
ration  into  which  the  coal  properties  from  the  Middlesborough  district'in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  to  and  through  the  Jellico,  Coal  Creek,  Poplar  Creek  and  Oliver  Springs 
district  in  Tennessee,  will  be  merged.  With  probably  one  or  two  exceptions 
all  have  signed  an  agreement  to  transfer  their  holdings,  mines,  etc.,  to  the 
new  company  about  October  i,  1898.  While  these  negotiations  have  been  in 
progress  one  of  the  principal  promoters  of  the  plan  has  succeeded  in  obtain¬ 
ing  in  England  a  loan  of  $4,000,000  for  twenty-five  years,  and  this  money  will 
go  to  pay  off  the  balance  of  the  purchase  price  and  for  the  improvements  con¬ 
templated.  It  is  expected  that  the  consolidation  will  go  a  long  way  toward 
checking  cutting  in  prices  and  preventing  almost  continual  strife  among  the 
miners. 


NEILSON 

RED^ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

IDICKSON  &  EDIDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Office,  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Agt. 

C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

“AVOCA  ”  (Pittston  District)  j 

“FRANKLIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 
“LOUISE  ’’  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

Mosbannon  and  Cnmberland  Vein  Bitnminons  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Title  Building.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


I  &  JOHES  CO., 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL 

OF  THE 


CELEBRATED 


CONGO  COAL 

Anthracite  and  Smithing  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  No.  355  Dearborn  St. 

COLUMBUS,  O.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


FRICK 

COKE. 


H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO. 


Headquarters  for 


Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsviile  Region,  Penna. 

GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells- 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing  and 
domestic  purposes.  I  3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

Direct  Connections  with  ail  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

Quotations,  Freight  Rates,  Pamphlets  giving  full  information  promptly  furnished  upon  application. 
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Harrison  Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 

Best  Combination  for  Mining  Operations. 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years’ 
Service. 

1600 
Iff  achi  lies 
ill  use. 

1315 
M<i .  ft.  in 
9  lionrs. 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 

RECORD: 

17  years* 

coiitina- 

ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
double 
shift. 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY,  -  -  -  Chicago,  Illinois. 

LIHK  BELT  MACHINERY  CO. 

Engineers,  Founders,  Machinists, 

CHICAGO,  U.  S.  A. 

Designers  and  Builders  of  Complete 

TIPPLE  HOUSE  EQUIPMENT 

Consisting  of 

Elevators,  Conveyors,  Breaker  Rolls,  Shaking 
Screens,  Revolving  Screens,  Self- 
Dumping  Cages.  Etc. 


ELECTRIC  COAL-MININC  MACHINERY 
THE  .lEFFREY  RHAIN  COAL  RUTTING  MACHINERY. 

All  Claims  Based  on  Actual  Results. 

Machinery  fully  covered  by  Guarantees. 

The  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter  will  produce  from 
100  percent  to  150  per  cent  more  coal  than  the 
puncher  machines  under  the  same  conditions. 

COMPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


Electric  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 


Electric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  Drills. 

Electric  Shearing  Machines. 
Air  Shearing  Machines. 


Electric  Long  wall  Machines. 

Air  Longwall  Machines. 

Electric  Locomotives.  ^ 

Electric  Pumps. 


Manufacturers  Dynamos  and  Motors. 

THE  JEFFREY  MFG.  CO. 


Compressed  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 

-  Golmubus,  Ohio. 
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I  We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  mine  owners,  workers, 
j  shippers  and  agents,  if  they  will  kindly,  from  time  to  time, 
C  furnish  such  Intelligence  as  may  be  of  public  Interest  to  the 
j  coal  trade,  when  it  comes  under  their  notice. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 


Receipts  of  anthracite  coal  by  lake  at  Chicago  from  July  i  to 
July  20  show  a  decrease,  while  by  rail  there  is  a  large  increase  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  last  year;  shipments  also  show 
an  increase  nearly  equal  to  the  increase  in  the  rail  receipts. 

In  bituminous  coal  there  are  decreases,  for  the  same  period  and 
comparison,  in  the  receipts  from  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Virginia, 
;he  latter  being  heavy,  as  the  strike  was  in  force  in  all  the  competi¬ 
tive  states  last  year,  and  receipts  of  coal  from  West  Virginia  were 
tieavy.  Southern  and  Central  Illinois  show  decreases,  but  in¬ 
creased  tonnage  is  shown  from  the  Northern  and  Eastern  fields. 
Both  Indiana  bloek  and  bituminous  coal  receipts  show  increases 
rom  July  i  to  July  20.  Shipments  of  bituminous  coal  generally 
show  a  large  increase  as  compared  with  last  year. 

Receipts  and  shipments  of  coke  show  a  large  increase. 

In  anthracite  coal  in  the  west  there  is  little  doing  in  the 
vay  of  new  business,  but  shipments  on  orders  placed  during  the 
ecent  reduction  are  keeping  nearly  all  the  sales  agent-s  busy. 
Certain  of  the  interests  represented,  during  the  recent  reduction 
n  prices  declined  to  accept  business,  except  of  the  gilt-edged  va- 
'iety,  consequently  the  tonnage  sold  by  them  is  light  compared 
vith  that  of  others.  The  recent  advance  or  rather  restoration  of 
Jrices  now  in  effect  with  all  the  salesagents,  is  regarded  by  some  of 
hem  as  too  radical,  and  that  five  dollars  for  the  smaller  sizes 
vould  have  had  a  better  effect,  as  at  present  there  is  not  much 
nquiry  for  coal  and  no  orders  of  any  moment.  The  conditions 
re  such  that,  though  there  is  an  apparent  acquiescence  to  main¬ 


tain  current  circular,  the  future  is  regarded  as  very  uncertain 
and  about  as  unsatisfactory  as  ever,  because  the  effect  of  the 
reduction  cannot  be  neutralized  as  quickly  as  the  companies  had 
hoped  for.  The  market  is  very,  very  dull,  and  there  is  reason  to 
suppose  that  a  good  buyer  would  be  able  to  secure  some  conces¬ 
sion  from  the  present  circular. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  to  show  some  little  improvement, 
not  only  in  tonnage  but  also  in  prices,  which  have  been  and  are 
now  being  obtained  on  contracts.  While  these  advances  in  prices 
are  but  slight,  it  proves  that  there  is  a  betterment  in  large  trade 
operations  which  it  is  only  reasonable  to  suppose  will  extend  to 
smaller  business  when  manufacturing  improves, as  it  undoubtedly 
will  somewhat  later.  Railroads  at  present  are  taking  little  more  • 
than  the  minimum  amounts  of  coal  called  for  on  their  contracts, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  full  tonnage  will  be  called  for  as 
soon  as  fall  trade  becomes  active  and  grain  shipments  commence. 
From  all  Lake  Michigan  ports  the  demand  for  Ohio  coal  is  fair, 
but  it  has  not  yet  opened  up  to  any  extent  at  Chicago.  Thresh¬ 
ing  coal  continues  in  good  demand  throughout  the  central  west¬ 
ern  states.  There  is  also  a  quiet  but  steadily  increasing  inquiry 
and  demand  for  steam  coal,  but  so  far  without  an}'-  distinct  im¬ 
provement  in  prices.  Commercial  coal  already  begins  to  move 
more  freely,  but  it  is  not  as  active  as  it  will  be  several  weeks 
hence.  Mining  troubles  have  broken  out  afresh  in  the  Pittsburg 
district,  and  the  outlook  is  regarded  as  very  uncertain  not  only  in 
Pennsylvania  but  in  Ohio  also.  The  mines  at  Pana,  Ill.,  are  still 
idle,  with  little  prospect  of  an  early  resumption. 

Coke  is  fairly  active  and  shipments  so  good  that  there  are  no 
stocks  of  any  moment  at  any  of  the  distributing  points,  and  prices 
are  not  quite  as  irregular  as  they  have  been. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  a  quiet  situation  in  an¬ 
thracite  coal.  This  in  a  measure  is  due  to  the  unfavorable  press 
comment  of  the  presidents’  meeting  last  week.  It  is,  however, 
understood  that  an  entente  cordiale  is  to  be  preserved,  and  while  no 
concerted  action  has  been  taken  it  is  apparent  that  a  better  feel¬ 
ing  exists  and  that  present  price  will  be  maintained  and  that  the 
output  will  be  kept  within  the  requirements  of  the  market.  Deal¬ 
ers  are  ordering  no  coal,  as  they  believe  that  prices  will  not  be  ad¬ 
vanced,  at  least  for  some  time.  The  companies  are  making  little 
effort  to  sell  coal,  as  they  know  that  the  demand  will  soon  bring 
about  increased  activity.  This  indifference  on  the  part  of  the 
producer  has  already  imparted  a  somewhat  better  tone  to  the 
market  and  its  influence  will  soon  be  felt  among  buyers.  The 
output  for  August  is  estimated  at  3,500,000  tons,  which  is  500,000 
tons  less  than  in  August  last  year,  and  as  the  heaviest  shipments 
are  usually  made  in  this  month,  it  is  expected  the  situation  will 
be  strengthened  if  the  tonnage  is  not  exceeded.  Upon  this  de¬ 
pends  the  stability  of  the  market.  In  the  eastern  seaboard  soft 
coal  trade  a  few  more  orders  are  noted  from  the  far  East,  but 
they  are  not  large,  as  consumers  and  dealers  in  that  territory  are 
not  disposed  to  increase  their  stocks.  New  York  harbor  business 
is  quiet  as  also  that  from  Sound  ports,  and  it  does  not  yet  mani¬ 
fest  any  signs  of  an  early  revival.  The  all-rail  soft  coal  trade  is 
light.  Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  slow  and  some  in¬ 
convenience  is  caused  by  the  delay. 

West  Virginia  advices  are  that  an  immense  amount  of  coal  is 
going  to  the  West.  All  the  railroads  are  shipping  a  large  ton¬ 
nage  lakewards,  from  which  it  is  evident  that  the  complaint  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  operators  that  West  Virginia  mines  are 
taking  their  trade  is  well  founded.  Eastern  Ohio  miners  charge 
their  employers  with  buying  West  Virginia  coal  to  fill  contracts 
instead  of  supplying  their  own  product.  How  much  truth,  if  any, 
there  is  in  this  is  not  known.  The  Fairmont  region  is  steadily 
increasing  in  activity  both  in  coal  and  coke.  On  the  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Central  demand  is  groWing,  and  on  the  Norfolk  &  Western 
it  is  as  strong  as  it  has  been  for  some  time.  In  the  Kanawha  and 
New  River  regions  there  is  more  activity  and  shipments  of  coal 
eastward  from  the  latter  are  increasing. 

Market  Review  continued  on  Page  134. 
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PRICES  F.  O.  B.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 

August  3,  1898. 

Broken  Egg-  Stove.  Nut 

Companies  Free  BurniiiK 


White  Ash .  S3.65  S3.90  $4.15  S3.90 

STEAM  sizes. 

Pea . $2.oo-$2.6o 

Buckwheat .  1.65-  1.90 

Rice . 1.30-  1.45 


AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 


White  ash . $5.00 

Pink  ash .  5.50 

Red  ash .  5.75 


The  anthracite  coal  trade  has  been  in  a  somewhat  uncertain  condition 
during  the  past  week  owing  to  the  outcome  and  unfavorable  comment  of  the 
press  on  the  presidents’  meet  ng  of  a  week  ago,  and  as  a  result  it  is  thought 
that  trade  is  even  quieter  today  than  it  was  a  week  or  two  ago.  There  has 
been  no  official  announcement  of  what  was  done  at  this  conference,  but  we 
learn  through  the  informal  discussions  that  have  been  indulged  in  since  the 
meeting  that  an  entente  cordiale  is  to  be  maintained  in  the  trade;  and 
while  there  has  been  no  concerted  action  taken  in  regard  to  prices,  it 
is  evident  from  the  better  feeling  which  is  now  clearly  manifest  that  the 
present  schedule  is  to  be  upheld,  and  that  the  output  will  be  kept  well  within 
the  requirements.  Dealers  are  ordering  practically  no  coal  at  present,  as 
they  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  prices  will  not  be  advanced  and  the 
present  features  will  preva  1  for  some  time  to  come.  On  the  other  hand  the 
companies  are  viewing  the  situation  more  cheerfully  th  in  they  have  done  for 
some  time  past,  saying  that  trade  is  bound  to  come  sooner  or  later,  and  when  it 
does  come  they  will  be  the  gainers  by  having  held  their  product,  and  appar¬ 
ently  they  are  making  little  effort  to  sell  coal.  This  has  imparted  a  better 
tone  to  the  trade  which  is  becoming  noticeable,  and  it  is  thought  will  result  in 
bringing  about  a  better  demand  in  the  near  future.  The  tonnage  for  the 
month  is  estimated  at  3,500,000  tons,  which  is  about  500,000  tons  less  than  the 
actual  production  in  August  1897,  and  100,000  tons  less  than  the  tonnage 
recommended  for  July.  This  is  by  no  means  a  large  tonnage  for  this  month, 
considering  that  some  of  the  heaviest  shipments  are  usually  made  in  August, 
and  should  help  to  strengthen  the  market  to  some  extent.  Prices  it  is  thought 
are  somewhat  firmer  than  they  were,  and  are  generally  better  maintained  by 
the  individuals  than  was  the  case  up  to  now.  No  change  in  prices  was  sug¬ 
gested  for  this  market  at  the  conferences  of  the  officials  of  the  companies. 

There  is  not  much  change  in  the  Eastern  seaboard  soft  coal 
tiade;  there  are  a  tew  more  orders  coming  forward  if  anything  than 
last  week,  this  entirely  from  the  far  East,  where  the  stocks,  however, 
are  fairly  large  and  the  consumers  are  showing  a  disinclination  to 
add  to  their  holdings,  even  at  the  low  ocean  freight  rates  prevailing.  There 
seems  to  be  some  slight  indications  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  producers  to 
come  together  to  better  the  trade,  but  it  is  not  believed  that  much  good  can  re¬ 
sult  until  the  railroads  controlling  the  transportation  get  tired  of  the  fierce 
fight  that  is  going  on  between  them,  but  as  yet  we  cannot  see  much  disposition 
showing  in  this  direction.  This  competition  among  the  railroads  is  brought 
about  to  a  great  extent,  it  is  believed,  by  efforts  of  one  or  two  of  the  roads  to  in¬ 
crease  their  tonnage  at  the  expense  of  the  other  fellow,  and  when  the  other 
fellow  has  proof  placed  before  him  of  cutting  into  their  customers’  trade  by  re¬ 
duction  in  rail  rates  they  reduce  their  rates  accordingly  to  protect  their  cus¬ 
tomers.  The  far  East  is  ordering  coal  in  fair  quantities,  but  reports  a  disincli¬ 
nation  on  the  part  of  consumers  to  take  coal.  Sound  ports  are  taking  but  an 
occasional  cargo  and  advise  principals  that  at  times  it  is  difficult  to  dispose  of 
parts  of  these  single  cargoes.  New  York  harbor  trade  is  quiet,  though  con¬ 
sumers  are  ordering  possibly  a  little  better  than  they  were,  though  not  up  to 
what  is  expected.  All-rail  trade  is  slow.  An  instance  of  railroad  rate  cutting  is 
known  where  a  small  consumer  who  takes  a  car  of  coal  every  two  weeks  has  but 
to  pay  a  bill  for  coal  to  producers  of  between  four  or  five  dollars  a  car  of  over 
twenty-five  tons  after  selling  the  railroad  freights. 

Transportation  from  rivers  to  tide  is  slow,  and  where  coal  is  wanted  in  a 
hurry  has  caused  some  inconvenience  Car  supply  is  fairly  up  to  all  demands, 
though  the  railroads  object  and  in  cases  prohibit  shipments  off  main  line 
roads  to  foreign  points. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  not  in  a  plentiful  supply, 
though  ocean  rates  are  about  as  low  as  low  as  they  have  been  this  season,  and 
shippers  are  having  difficulty  in  supplying  vessels  for  particular  sized  car¬ 
goes,  especially  when  draft  and  other  requirements  are  limited.  We  quote 
current  rates  of  freight  as  follows:  From  Philadelphia  to  Boiton,  Salem  and 
Portland,  60c;  Providence.  New  Bedford  and  the  Sound,  5cc;  Wareham,  New- 
buryport,  Newport,  Wickard  and  Warren,  70c;  Portsmouth,  60-650;  Dover, 
90c  and  towage;  Saco,  90c  and  towage;  Gardiner,  65 @700  and  towage;  Bath  to 
Bangor,  6a@65c.  The  further  lower  ports  are  from  nothing  to  5c  above  these 
rates. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  $1.60  to 
$1.75  f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia,  $1.25  to  Si. 50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  Si. 65  to 
Si. 75  on  the  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  S2  10 
to  S2.20  on  the  higher  grades,  and  S1.60  to  Si. 75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

August  i,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  is  without  noteworthy  change,  business  contin¬ 
ues  exceedingly  ejuiet,  and  dealers  are  holding  off  to  see  if  its  faith  is  to  be  kept 
by  the  carrying  interests.  The  restoration  of  prices  in  the  West  by  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad  has  been  followed  by  all  the  other 
companies  to  the  figures  nominally  in  force  before  the  cut  was  made.  This, 
with  the  moderate  output  for  August,  3,500,000  tons,  gives  the  market  a  more 
propitious  outlook  than  it  has  had  for  some  time.  The  large  tonnages  which 
are  now  being,  shipped  to  the  West,  and  which  will  likely  continue 
for  some  time  for  the  reason  of  the  large  tonnage  now  in  that  mar¬ 
ket  at  the  low  figures,  should  greatly  relieve  the  congestion  here 
and  very  materially  strengthen  the  market  for  the  fall  trade.  Buy¬ 
ers,  while  skeptical  as  to  the  situation,  are  nevertheless  making 
fre<iuent  inquiries  for  coal,  which  would  indicate  that  they  are  ready 
to  purchase  their  supplies  as  soon  as  they  have  the  assurance  that  the  prices 
are  bottom  for  the  season,  as  their  past  experience  makes  them  more  cautious 
than  ordinarily  not  to  be  caught  with  a  lot  of  high  priced  coal  on  their  hands 
later  in  the  season.  The  selling  interests  fully  appreciate  the  situation  and  are 
making  little  effort  to  dispose  of  their  product  at  this  time,  realizing  that  the 
bulk  of  the  business  is  still  open,  and  are  not  inclined  to  lose  the  opportunity  of 
reimbursing  themselves  for  the  losses  in  the  past  six  months. 

There  has  been  no  action  taken  in  regard  to  advancing  prices,  yet  it  is. 
thought  that  on  the  first  indications  of  buying  the  prices,  will  likely  be  ad. 
vanced  15  to  25  cents  a  ton.  Figures  are  being  better  upheld  than  they  were’ 
even  the  individual  operators  are  endeavoring  to  get  a  little  more  money. 
The  small  sizes  are  considerably  weaker  than  they  were  and  prices  are  being 
reduced  accordingly. 

The  bituminous  market  is  quiet,  though  there  are  a  few  more  orders  com¬ 
ing  into  the  hands  of  shippers  which  it  is  thought  is  entirely  due  to  the  low 
ocean  freights,  and  not  that  consumers  are  in  need  of  co  il.  The  increased 
shipments  are  entirely  from  the  further  lower  ports,  where  rates  have  reached 
the  same  figures  as  at  Philadelphia.  Consumers  at  all  points  are  showing  a 
disinclination  to  increase  their  stocks  of  coal,  and  considerabD  effort  is  nec¬ 
essary  on  the  part  of  producers  where  thev  hold  delivered  or  alongside  con¬ 
tracts,  to  move  cargoes  at  this  time.  The  far  East  is  still  producing  the  larg¬ 
est  number  of  orders;  coal  t )  this  locality  is  being  put  into  the  shoal  water 
ports,  where  they  prefer  to  h  ive  go  )d  S'zed  stocks  o  1  hand  and  guard  against 
any  advances  in  freights  later  in  the  season  The  Sound  ports  are  ejuiet,  and 
only  occasional  cargoes  are  calle  i  for.  All  rail  trad:  is  quiet  and  prices  are, 
if  anything,  lower  than  they  were.  The  combination  among  the  steamship 
trade  reports  progress.  The  only  iii'erference  so  far  is  that  a  number  of 
small  concerns  are  holding  off  to  see  how  ne  ir  an  iron -clad  agreement  can  be 
made. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  slow.  Car  supply  is  up  to  all  de¬ 
mands.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  rather  scarce,  though 
freights  continue  low.  We  q  lote  rates  of  freight  from  Philadelphitaas  follows: 
Boston,  Salem  anl  Portland,  6d;  Sound  ports,  50;  Wareham  and  Newbury- 
port,  70;  Portsmouth,  Bath,  and  B  ing  ir,  60-65 ;  Dover,  90  and  towage;  Saco, 
80  and  towage;  Gardiner,  65-70  and  towage. 


CONXELLSVILLE,  PA. 

August  2,  1898. 


The  Courier  says:  “The  coke  trade  is  playing  a  game  of  seesaw.  Last 
week  the  production  was  slightly  larger  than  for  the  week  before,  and  the 
week  previous  the  order  was  just  reversed,  shipments  leading  production. 
The  iron  manufacturers  are  miking  a  great  effort  to  put  up  the  price  of  their 
product,  and  it  is  said  that  such  a  move  will  tend  to  break  up  the  amalgama¬ 
tion  of  the  iron  interests  and  create  a  scram’ole  market.  In  the  consumma¬ 
tion  of  such  a  disruption  the  prices  of  coke  will  probably  figure,  but  most  of 
the  contracts  for  the  balance  of  the  year  have  been  made,  and  the  rates  on 
which  they  were  based  will  scarcely  be  changed.  Nevertheless,  new  business 
may  be  done  on  a  new  basis.” 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2.000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption  are  as  follows: 


To  Pittsburg . 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley 

To  Cleveland,  O . 

To  Buffalo,  N.  Y . 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 

To  Toledo,  O . 

To  Columbus,  O . 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . 

To  Louisville.  Ky . 

To  Chicago.  Ill . 


$0,55  To  St.  Louis,  Mo . $2.90 

.1.10  To  East  St.  Louis . 2.25 

.I.-IO  To  Cairo,  111 . ; . 3.80 

.1.75  To  Joliet,  III . 2.25 

..2.10  To  Peoria,  Ill . 2.25 

..1.75  To  Baltimore . 1.95 

.2.05  To  Boston . 3.50 

..1.45  To  Montreal,  Can . 3.91J^ 

..2.25  To  New  York . 2.94 

..2.75  To  Philadelphia . . 2.15 

..2.25 


DULUTH  AM)  SUPERIOR. 

August  3,  1898. 

The  price  of  hard  coal  was  advanced  this  week  to  $5.25  a  ton  whole¬ 
sale.  One  of  the  companies,  the  Northwestern,  was  notified  last  week  to  make 
the  advance.  All  of  the  companies  expected  to  receive  the  same  notice 
within  a  day  or  two  later,  but  it  was  nearly  a  week  later  before  it  came.  This 
is  an  advance  of  $i  a  ton.  The  price  had  been  cut  to  S4.25.  Considerable 
coal  was  sold  while  the  cut  was  in  effect,  but  not  so  much  as  might  be  sup¬ 
posed. 

Hocking  coal  is  held  at  $2.25  and  Youghiogheny  at  $2.35  and  both  are 


firm. 


State  Geologist  Gallaher  declares  his  belief  that  abundant  deposits  of  coal 
underlie  Buchanan  County,  Mo.  In  Washington  township,  at  the  junction  of 
the  two  rivers,  will  be  found  the  third  covert  of  coal.  The  state  geologist, 
after  a  careful  investigation,  expresses  the  opinion  that  under  the  soil  in  that 
part  of  the  county  will  be  found  a  vein  of  coal  three  feet  in  thickness.  At  a 
depth  of  from  500  to  600  feet  he  believes  the  well  known  Tom  Creek  vein  will 
be  found.  At  a  depth  of  from  700  to  900  feet  the  celebrated  Leavenworth  vein 
will  be  discovered  as  soon  as  a  drill  strikes  that  depth. 


It  is  neirly  three  weeks  since  the  school  board  of  Duluth  opened  bids  for 
coal  and  the  contract  is  not  yet  awarded.  The  bids  were  rather  confus,ng  and 
the  board  has  had  a  hard  time  figuring  out  which  is  lowest.  The  b  ids, are 
peculiar  in  one  way.  If  the  weather  should  be  a  mild  and  open  one  lik  e  last 
winter  one  company  would  be  lowest,  whereas  if  it  is  rather  severe  ano  her  is 
lowest.  The  fire  commissioners  of  Duluth  have  awarded  their  contract  to 
the  Northwestern  Fuel  Co.  at  $3.35  for  cargo,  pea  and  Cumberland  and  $4.55 
for  nut  and  stove. 
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CHICAGO  MARKET. 


Anthracite  coal  is  dull,  very  dull,  and  the  general  quietude  which  per¬ 
vades  this  market  does  not  contribute  any  strength;  in  fact,  the  situation  is 
weak  and  the  circular  largely  nominal  at  S5  for  broken  and  $5.25  for  the 
smaller  sizes  wholesale  on  cars  or  from  dock.  Sales  agents  without  exception 
report  an  almost  stagnant  condition  as  regards  new  business,  which  they  say 
is  not  at  all  astonishing  considering  the  recent  restoration  of  prices,  nor  will 
there  be  any  reaction  until  the  coal  sold  at  the  low  figures  of  July  is  disposed 
of  or  distributed  among  consumers.  Nearly  every  dealer  bought  coal  in  larger 
or  smaller  amounts  according  to  his  ability,  and  for  the  present,  at  least,  none 
are  disposed  to  make  further  purchases.  The  market  may  be  called  a  waiting 
one,  for  although  there  is  more  or  less  inquiry  to  test  the  feeling,  the  needs  of 
dealers  will  have  to  be  more  urgent  than  they  are  now  before  they  will  lay  in 
fresh  supplies.  There  is  quite  a  good  deal  of  coal  being  delivered  which  was 
sold  at  the  reduction  last  month,  both  wholesale  and  at  retail.  Retail  trade, 
so  far  as  regards  new  orders,  at  $6@6.2^  is  very  quiet,  and  apparently  will 
continue  so  for  some  weeks,  as  a  very  large  tonnage  was  sold  and  delivered 
locally  during  the  last  three  weeks. 

Business  in  bituminous  coal  is  still  largely  confined  to  steam  and  manu¬ 
facturing  purposes  and  this  is  now  beginning  to  show  some  reaction.  The 
improvement  in  the  demand  for  all  varieties  of  steam  coal,  though  slight,  is 
more  general  throughout  the  city  and  suburbs,  and  the  fact  that  its  increase 
is  steady  gives  assurance  of  further  gains  each  succeeding  week.  Demand 
for  domestic  coal  in  this  market  is  still  at  its  minimum  and  no  improvement 
is  to  be  expected  for  some  weeks.  Business  in  threshing  coal  continues 
active  and  the  demand  covers  a  wide  range  of  territory.  The  trade  generally 
reports  a  little  better  inquiry  for  commercial  coal,  but  it  is  still  far  from  being 
active,  but  there  is  a  distinct  improvement  over  the  conditions  which  pre¬ 
vailed  last  month.  Screenings  are  in  moderate  to  fair  demand  and  prices 
remain  about  steady.  Cannel  coal  is  beginning  to  move  and  shippers  report  a 
good  inquiry. 

Coke  is  moving  rather  more  freely  and  now  begins  to  feel  the  impetus 
imparted  by  the  revival  commencing  in  the  foundry  trade.  Stocks  are  light, 
but  prices  are  still  somewhat  irregular.  Gas-house  coke  is  in  fair  demand. 


BOSTON,  MASS. 

August  3,  i8g3. 

The  general  features  of  the  anthracite  coal  market  at  first  hands  are  un¬ 
changed,  trade  ruling  very  dull,  with  prices  about  the  same.  There  is  no 
strengthening  in  the  market,  all  things  considered,  the  position  of  coal  is  a 
weak  one.  The  mines  much  overproduced  for  July,  although  it  is  claimed 
they  do  not  quite  produce  3,600,000  tons,  their  allotment. 

The  August  allotment  has  been  put  at  three  million  tons,  but  this,  even  if 
lived  up  to,  will  not  have  the  desired  effect  upon  the  market  immediately. 

Freights  continue  quiet,  the  rate  from  Philadelphia  being  quoted  at  6o@65c, 
with  Baltimore  at  65@7oc,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  at  60c  and  New  York 
at  40@5oc.  Quotations  for  stove  sizes  f.  o.  b.  are  yet  $4.10  at  New  York,  with 
stove  and  chestnut  at  $3.85,  and  broken  at  $3.60.  Lyken’s  Valley  stove  is 
quoted  at  $5.10. 

There  is  yet  a  quiet  tone  at  retail  and  prices  have  generally  been  reduced 
25c  to  attract  trade.  Stove  delivered  is  selling  at  $5;  egg  and  nut  at  $4.75; 
furnace,  $4.50;  pea,  $3.50;  Franklin,  $6.50;  Cumberland,  $3. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  quiet  with  prices  about  steady.  Prices  are 
quoted:  George’s  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Philadelphia,  $1.85:  Clearfield 
$i.4o@i.5o;  Pocahontas  and  New  River,  f.o.b.  Norfolk  and  Newport  News, 
$1.75;  George’s  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Baltimore,  Si. 75. 

Pocket  prices  at  Mystic  wharf,  Salem  and  Newburyport  for  anthracite 
coal  are  nominally  as  follows: 


Bkn.  Egg.  Stove.  Cht. 

Hard  white  ash .  S4  60  S4  85  $5  00  S4  75 

F ree  white  ash .  4  50  475  5  00  475 

Shamokin .  5  00  5  25  4  85 

Lyken’s  Valley .  6  10  4  85  6  25 


The  receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  in  this  port  the  past  week 
and  since  Jan.  i,  compared  with  last  year,  have  been: 

- 1898 -  - -1897 - 

Week.  Year.  Week.  Year. 


Anthracite .  17,226  966,976  57.297  1,065,421 

Bituminous .  10,049  1.054.484  11,289  797,100 


Receipts  of  Provincial  coal  at  this  port  since  Jan.  i  foot  up  8,856  tons. 


ANNOUNCEMENT. 


New  York,  29  Broadway,  July  25,  1898. 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  Mr.  Geo.  F.  Getz,  1575  Old  Colony 
Building,  has  this  day  been  appointed  our  sales  agent  at  Chicago,  and  will  in 
the  future  have  charge  of  our  Chicago  business. 

By  this  appointment  we  hope  to  take  care  of  the  trade  promptly,  carrying 
a  stock  of  coal  on  track  there  so  as  to  meet  the  demand. 

The  standard  of  our  high  grade  Cannel  and  Splint  coals,  mined  in  West 
Virginia,  shall,  at  all  times,  be  kept  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  trade  and 
we  shall,  at  all  times,  protect  the  interests  of  the  jobbers,  selling  our  coal  to 
them  only. 

Thanking  you  for  past  favors  and  soliciting  your  future  business,  we 
are,  very  respectfully  yours. 

Falling  Rock  Cannel  Coal  Co. 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

Aug.  4,  1898. 

i  The  condition  of  the  coal  market  at  Buffalo  remains  unchanged,  with 
moderate  activity  in  anthracite  and  bituminous. 

The  prices  of  coal  remain  as  follows: 

For  anthracite  coal,  wholesale  prices  in  cars  at  Buffalo  or  Suspension 
Bridge,  2,240  pounds,  S?4  for  grate;  $4.25  for  egg,  stove  and^chestnut.  These 
quotations  are  50  cents  lower  than  prices  on  January  i. 

For  anthracite  coal,  2,240  pounds  delivered  tree  on  board  of  vessels  at 
Buffalo,  prices  on  May  i  were:  $4  30  for  grate;  $4  55  for  egg,  stove  and  chest¬ 
nut;  retail,within  the  city  limits,  2,000  pounds  delivered.  May  i,  $4.50  on  grate; 
$4.75  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  and  $4  for  pea.  Blossburg  sells  at  $4. 

For  bituminous  coal,  2,000  pounds  car  lots  on  track,  Buffalo,  Allegheny 
region,  screened  lump,  $i.6o\  lump  and  nut  mixed,  $1.50;  run  of  mine,  $1.40; 
nut  and  slack  mixed,  ^1.25;  slack.  Si. 15.  Reynoldsville  region,  screened  lump, 
S1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  $1.60;  run  of  mine,  Si-5o;  nut  and  slack  mixed, 
S1.30;  slack,  $1.20.  Pittsburg  region,  screened  lump,  $1.70;  lump  and  nut 
mixed,  $1.60;  run  of  mine,  $1.50;  nut,  $1.50;  slack,  $1.20.  Fairmont  region, 
screened  lump,  $1.70;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  $1.60;  run  of  mine,  $1.50;  slack, 
$1.20.  Mercer  County  region,  screened  lump,  $1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed, 
$1.50;  run  of  mine,  $1.40;  slack,  $1.15.  Briar  Hill  region,  screened  lump,  $3.35; 
Cannel  coal  No.  i,  $4. 

Coke  is  quoted  at  $3.15  for  Reynoldsville  and  $4.05  for  Connellsville  per 
net  ton  in  car  lots  on  tracks. 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  July  30th  were 
93,300  tons.  This  shows  a  rate  of  shipment  about  three  times  as  great  as  pre¬ 
vailed  in  May  and  June,  and  50  per  cent  in  excess  of  any  week  in  July.  The 
movement  is  unusually  large  for  August,  and  is  thought  to  indicate  a  large 
shipment  for  the  season.  The  principal  demand  for  coal  comes  from  Lake 
Michigan,  Chicago  and  Milwaukee  together  taking  about  70,000  tons,  while 
the  head  of  Lake  Superior  only  about  10,000  tons.  The  distribution  of  the  move¬ 
ment  for  the  past  week  was  as  follows:  Chicago  27,7,00  Milwaukee  41,600, 
Duluth  6,800,  Superior  3,700,  Toledo  1,750,  Lake  Linden  3,150,  Racine  500, 
Alpena  100,  Depot  Harbor  1,700,  Green  Bay  2,350,  Portage  1,000,  Port  Arthur 
2,300,  Marine  City  650.  The  total  shipments  for  the  month  of  July  were 
276,139  tons,  and  for  the  season  to  date  795,675  tons,  compared  with  669,588 
tons  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1897.  Shipments  to  date  in  1898  exceed 
those  in  1897  by  126,087  tons. 

Freight  rates  have  been  well  maintained  at  the  recent  advance,  and  are  as 
follows:  Chicago,  30c;  Milwaukee,  30c;  Duluth,  25c;  Toledo,  20c;  Superior, 
25c;  Gladstone,  25c;  Racine,  35c;  Alpena,  30c;  Depot  Harbor,  30c;  Lake  Lin¬ 
den,  25c;  Port  Arthur,  25c;  Green  Bay,  30c;  Portage,  20c;  Marine  City,  25c. 

An  active  movement  in  soft  coal  is  also  going  forward  by  lake  from  Ohio 
ports,  and  there  is  prospect  of  an  advance  of  5c  in  freight  rates  from  Ohio 
ports  to  some  ports  on  Lake  Superior.  At  present  there  is  a  demand  for  ves¬ 
sels  to  take  soft  coal  to  Portage.  Vessel  men  are  asking  an  advance;  ship¬ 
pers  have  not  conceded  it,  but  they  are  getting  no  vessels,  and  it  is  thought 
that  the  advance  is  likely  to  come  soon.  There  is  little  doing  in  soft  coal 
shipments  front  this  port. 

The  car-dumping  machine  at  the  Rochester  &  Pittsburg  dock  is  working 
but  its  operation  is  slow,  and  they  are  just  beginning  to  take  tonnage. 
Vessels  will  not  take  soft  coal  at  the  present  rate  if  it  is  necessary  to  wheel  it 
on  board. 

A  noteworthy  feature  of  the  coal  shipments  from  this  port  in  the  last  half 
of  July  has  been  the  unusual  proportion  of  coal  shipped  to  smaller  ports. 
This  is  very  encouraging  to  the  shippers  as  they  have  beeh  able  to  send  out 
quite  an  amount  of  coal  and  yet  to  keep  to  the  principal  ports,  where  the 
prices  were  demoralized,  at  a  low  figure. 

The  firm  of  Pickands,  Mather  &  Co.  of  Cleveland,  have  entered  the  list 
of  hard  coal  shippers  from  Buffalo  for  the  first  time  lately,  shipping  to  the 
portage  section. 

The  Natural  Gas  Company  has  advanced  its  prices  for  natural  gas  at 
Buffalo  10  per  cent  to  take  effect  September  i.  From  that  date  the  price  will 
be  per  thousand.  Gas  has  been  a  luxury  even  at  25c  per  thousand,  in  no 

way  competing  with  hard  coal  for  cheapness.  It  is  expected  that  the  advance 
will  cause  hundreds  of  consumers  to  return  to  the  use  of  hard  coal  in  house  fur¬ 
naces,  using  gas  only  for  kitchen  ranges  and  grates.  There  is  likely  to  be  a 
considerable  increase  in  activity  in  the  local  demand  for  anthracite  from  this 
cause. 

It  is  reported  that  President  Hill,  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  has 
contracted  with  the  Kanawha  Coal  Trust  for  about  a  half  million  tons  of  coal, 
to  be  used  for  the  annual  supply  of  his  road. 

The  first  of  the  three  Rockefeller  boats,  which  have  been  building  at 
Wheeler’s  yards,  in  West  Bay  City,  is  now  out,  and  has  broken  the  record  for 
cargo  carrying  by  taking  on  close  to  8,000  net  tons  of  iron  ore  on  a  draft  of  17 
feet  I  inch.  The  steamer  which  will  be  out  shortly  is  expected  to  exceed 
8,000  tons,  and  with  the  other  consort,  the  three  vessels  will  carry  close  to 
25,000  tons. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Mesabi  ore  beds,  there  has  been,  as  is  well 
known,  a  heavy  decrease  in  the  price  of  iron  ore,  and  for  two  or  three  years 
past  many  of  the  older  mines  have  been  unprofitable,  and  each  season  has 
seen  efforts  on  the  part  of  mine  owners  to  curtail  production  in  the  interest  of 
a  price  for  ore  which  would  enable  a  fair  profit  to  be  earned.  In  view  of 
these  facts  it  is  rather  remarkable  to  read  in  the  Iron  Trade  Review  of  this 
week  a  review  of  the  production  of  pig  iron  for  the  first  half  of  1898,  and  to 
note  the  conclusion  of  this  well-posted  paper  that  the  demand  for  ore  suitable 
for  making  Bessemer  pig  iron  in  the  first  half  of  1898  has  been  so  great  that 
it  is  not  too  soon  to  be  looking  up  new  mines,  if  the  well-known  properties 
now  mining  Bessemer  ore  are  to  be  exhausted  at  the  rate  which  has  prevailed 
since  January  i.  The  Review  says  that  the  presumption  is  that  the  reserve 
supplies  are  ample,  but  that  it  is  a  question  whether  they  will  be  developed 
in  time. 

At  Vandegrift,  Pa.,  about  40  miles  east  of  Pittsburg,  some  extensive  coal 
tracts  have  been  purchased  and  will  be  opened  by  the  Dallah  brothers. 

The  Connellsville  coke  trade  shows  no  change.  The  latest  figures  give 
the  weekly  production  at  141,634  tons,  a  decrease  of  345  tons  from  the  week 
previous.  The  shipments  were  124,338  tons,  an  increase  of  323  tons  over  the 
figures  of  the  previous  week.  Prices  show  no  change. 


154 


The  Black  Diamond. 


WilEELIXi!,  W.  YA. 

August  4,  1898. 

There  is  an  immense  amount  of  coal  from  West  Virginia  going  to  the 
West.  The  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad  is  carrying  thousands  of  cars,  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  and  Kanawha  and  Michigan  are  doing  their  full  share, 
and  for  two  weeks,  the  roads  centering  at  Wheeling  have  been  increasing  the 
mnnage  of  coal  quite  rapidly.  The  Wheeling  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railroad 
Co.,  which  transfers  West  Virginia  coal  from  the  Fairmont  region,  over  the 
Ohio  river  to  the  Ohio  roads  that  lead  to  the  lakes,  has  been  compelled  wiihin 
the  past  week  to  put  on  full  night  crews  for  the  first  time  in  years,  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  coal  traffic  offered.  This  coal  goes  for  the  most  part  over  the 
Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  to  Toledo.  And  this  seems  a  little  (jueer,  for  the 
Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  fas  on  its  own  line  mines  of  the  best  quality,  and 
capable  of  supplying  the  trade  if  they  were  in  operation.  The  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  is  hauling  a  good  deal  of  coal  over  its  own  Ohio  lines  from  West  Virginia, 
and  is  at  the  same  time  delivering  by  way  of  Bellaire,  many  cars  to  the 
Cleveland,  Lorain  &  Wheeling  railroad  for  lake  delivery.  These  facts  all  go 
to  prove  that  the  complaint  that  the  West  \'irginia  mines  are  taking  the 
trade  of  the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  operators  is  well  grounded.  The  fact 
that  the  Eastern  Ohio  mines  are  doing  but  little  good  is  further  evidence  in 
this  direction.  The  Ohio  coal  miners  continue  to  charge  that  their  employers 
have  taken  contracts  at  figures  which  permit  the  payment  of  the  rates  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  Chicago  agreement,  but  that  instead  of  so  doing,  they  have 
farmed  these  contracts  out  to  the  West  Virginia  operators  who  are  paying 
lower  wages,  and  who  are  able  to  allow  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  operators  a 
good  profit  and  still  make  money.  Of  course  this  is  only  one  side  of  the 
story,  and  the  other  is  not  likely  to  be  told. 

Certain  it  is  that  the  Fairmont  region  is  putting  lots  of  coal  over  into  Ohio 
for  delivery  beyond,  and  this  trade  is  growing  steadilv  from  week  to  week. 
How  much  there  is  in  the  threat  of  the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  miners  to  strike 
and  close  the  mines  m  those  regions,  compelling  the  consumers  of  coal  to 
either  buy  all  their  coal  in  West  Virginia  or  none  of  it,  cannot  be  determined 
yet,  but  no  matter,  the  West  \  irginia  miners  and  operators  are  entirely  satis¬ 
fied,  and  will  welcome  any  sort  of  a  break  that  will  increase  the  demand  for 
West  Virginia  coal.  In  this  state  the  miners  and  operators  are  working  in 
concert  with  but  one  end  in  view,  and  that  is  to  get  all  the  business  they  can 
for  West  Virginia,  and  to  produce  coal  at  figures  that  will  make  it  salable  al¬ 
most  anywhere. 

Locally,  there  is  really  no  change  in  the  coal  and  coke  situation.  The 
blast  furcaces  are  going  on  again,  after  the  closing  of  several  of  them  for  a 
while.  This  increases  the  demand  for  coke,  while  a  better  call  for  iron,  steel, 
glass  and  china  makes  need  for  a  little  more  coal.  The  retail  trade  is  of 
course  light  and  not  to  be  counted  at  this  season.  In  the  Fairmont  region,  the 
mines  are  doing  better,  and  trade  in  both  coal  and  coke  is  growing  steadily. 
On  the  VVest  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg  Railroad  there  is  no  material  change 
in  conditions.  The  betterment  in  demand  is  continuing  to  grow,  and  shows 
more  strength.  On  the  Norfolk  &  Western,  trade  is  steady  and  strong  as  it 
has  been  for  weeks.  The  call  from  the  west  is  steady,  and  eastern  trade,  since 
the  war  has  been  practically  ended  so  far  as  it  can  effect  business,  is  picking 
up  rapidly.  In  the  Kanawha  and  New  River  regions  there  is  a  little  more 
briskness.  The  New  River  Region  shipments  to  the  east  are  better,  and 
considerable  Kanawha  coal  is  going  to  the  lower  river  markets  as  well  as  to 
the  west. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  the  state  of  Weet  Virginia  is  doing  very  well  in  the 
matter  of  coal  production,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  there  is  a  region  in  the  country 
that  is  doing  as  well. 

PITTSBUIIU,  PA. 

August  4,  1898. 

So  far  as  market  conditions  are  concerned,  the  Pittsburg  coal  trade  re¬ 
mains  about  as  it  was  at  last  report.  The  Monongahela  continues  too  low  to 
allow  coal  shipments.  Rail  shipments  to  the  lakes  are  fair  in  the  aggregate, 
but  being  divided  among  about  90  mines  some  get  a  rather  small  share! 
Prices  show  no  change.  River  lump  coal  is  quoted  at  4c  per  bushel,  run-of- 
mine  3/^c  and  slack  2^c.  The  price  for  lump  coal  at  the  railroad  mine  is  82c 
per  ton,  and  the  local  figure  is  $1.07. 

The  Chicago  agreement  is  still  causing  trouble  in  the  Pittsburg  district. 
On  Tuesday  last  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  this  district  held  a  delegate  con¬ 
vention  at  which  another  demand  was  made  for  an  observance  of  the  Chicago 
agreement.  It  was  stated  on  the  floor  of  this  convention  that  over  5,000  min¬ 
ers  in  the  Pittsburg  district  are  working  below  the  rates  agreed  upon  at  Chi¬ 
cago,  and  a  resolution  was  adopted  ordering  a  strike  at  all  the  mines  where 
the  Chicago  rate  is  not  paid  by  next  Wednesday.  Another  effort  is  to  be  made 
to  get  out  the  men  at  the  mines  run  by  W.  P.  De  Armit.  Some  of  the  opera¬ 
tors  profess  to  welcome  a  strike,  as  the^'  say  it  will  help  them  to  cut  loose  from 
the  organization.  During  the  month  of  June  the  coal  shipments  from  Pittsburg 
to  the  lakes  were  2,000  cars  less  than  the  total  for  June,  1897.  This  amount 
was  supplied  largely  from  West  Virginia. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

August  4,  1808. 

Receipts  of  coal  at  East  St.  Louis  from  Illinois  mines  for  July,  as  reported 
by  the  St.  Louis  Coal  Traffic  Bureau,  made  a  better  showing  relatively  than 
in  June.  Receipts  for  July,  1898,  were  241,664  tons,  as  against  226,265  tons  in 
June,  1898,  and  218,129  tons  in  July  of  last  year. 

Receipts  the  latter  part  of  July  were  considerably  stimulated  by  reason 
of  the  impending  advance  of  ten  cents  per  ton  in  freight  rates,  which  went 
into  effect  August  1. 

Nominally,  the  quotation  on  bituminous  coal  is  10  cents  per  ton  higher  all 

^  bought  speculatively  before 

the  advance  in  freight,  and  consequently  the  higher  prices  are  not  being  in- 
sisted  upon  in  all  quarters  and  the  market  is  somewhat  difficult  to  quote. 
Common  coal  is  openly  quoted  at  $1.05,  car  lots,  f.  o.  b.  East  St.  Louis,  but 
this  figure  is  still  being  shaded. 

Ticie  was  a  meeting  of  miners  and  operators  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth 
Illinois  districts  and  local  retail  dealers  on  last  Saturday,  to  consider  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  union  label  on  coal,  or  rather  on  cars  and  scale  tickets,  and  still  another 
meeting  today,  but  no  decision  has  yet  been  reached.  There  will  be  another 
meeting  next  Tuesday. 


[August  6 


SOME  EVILS  OF  THE  WESTERN  ANTHRACITE  MARKET. 

While  under  ordinary  circumstances  the  efforts  of  a  trade  paper  should  be 
confined  to  publishing  the  actual  condition  of  the  trade  and  the  facts  con¬ 
nected  with  it, yet  it  is  deemed  advisable  occasionally  to  point  out  some  of  the 
crying  evils  which  should  be  eliminated  from  the  anthracite  coal  business,  and 
this  is  done  not  because  they  are  not  known  to  the  Eastern  managers,  but  be¬ 
cause  they  are  becoming  so  patent  to  all  as  to  be  the  subject  of  common  talk 
and  criticism  in  the  trade.  It  has  been  and  still  is  a  custom  of  some  of  the  an¬ 
thracite  carrying  and  producing  interests  to  place  large  quantities  of  coal  in 
the  hands  of  bituminous  coal  companies,  and  in  many  instances  the  price  of  the 
anthracite  has  been  more  or  less  sacrificed  in  order  to  increase  the  sales  of  the 
former.  Another  evil  is  the  talk  that  has  been  freely  indulged  in  by  many  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Eastern  companies  that  the  Western  market  had  been  used  as  a 
safety  valve  to  maintain  prices  in  the  Eastern  and  other  markets.  In  other 
words,  when  one  or  more  companies  have  had  a  surplus  of  coal  on  hand  it  has 
been  shipped  to  the  West  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  best  prices  obtainable,  and 
thereby  relieve  the  tension  on  the  Eastern  and  other  markets.  This  talk  has 
become  so  common  that  it  is  believed  by  many,  and  the  sooner  this  impres¬ 
sion  is  removed  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  market  and  all  concerned.  It  may 
prove  to  be  a  great  task,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  attempt  being  made  by  at 
least  one  company  may  prove  successful .  Again  the  practice  of  making  sales 
at  current  circular  early  in  the  season  and  guaranteing  the  price  against  re¬ 
duction  is  another  glaring  evil  which  has  crept  into  the  anthracite  coal  trade. 
This  is  probably  the  one  which  entails  more  injury  and  is  believed  to  be  the 
worst  evil  which  the  Western  market  has  had  to  contend  with  in  the  past  few 
years.  It  is  generally  conceded  that  the  company’s  officials  can,  by  a  united 
effort  and  hearty  co-operation,  inaugurate  measures  for  the  correction  of  some 
of  the  practices  and  if  accomplished  will  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  trade. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

July  30,  1898. 

During  the  week  there  have  been  the  following  arrivals  of  coal,  viz.;  Two 
from  Washington  with  4,550  tons;  one  from  Oregon,  475  tons;  one  from  British 
Columbia,  5,150  tons;  one  from  Australia,  2,172  tons;  total,  12,347  tons.  This  is 
an  exceptionally  small  list  of  arrivals,  beingless  than  one-half  our  usual  weekly 
deliveries.  The  mail  just  at  hand  from  Australia  shows  an  increase  in  the 
list  of  chartered  vessels  from  Newcastle,  en  route  and  to  be  loaded,  of  over 
19,000  tons,  now  naming  forty-six  vessels  for  the  engaged  list  from  Newcastle 
alone,  and  five  from  Sydney,  aggregating  128,000  tons  coal  capacity:  one-half 
of  this  is  fully  due  here  by  November  1.  Cabled  coal  freig'-ts  from  the  Colo¬ 
nies  show  a  softening;  this  is  inevitable,  as  the  brisk  demand  for  Honolulu 
and  Manila  for  navy  purposes  is  easing  off;  this  has  been  the  mainstay  for 
the  sustenance  of  high  rates. 

Meetings  have  been  held  in  Australia  lately  with  a  view  to  settle  what 
promised  to  be  serious  misunderstandings  between  masters  and  men,  and  it  is 
not  yet  assured  what  will  be  the  final  result.  The  miners  seeing  such  liberal 
shipments  being  made,  have  selected  this  as  the  most  opportune  time  to 
handicap  the  mine  owners  and  force  them  to  accede  to  their  demands;  the 
writer  has  before  him  a  letter  just  received  from  the  manager  of  the  largest 
colliery  there,  in  which  he  positively  assumes  a  non-compromise  position. 

Market  Review  continued  from  page  igi. 

Buffalo  advices  are  that  there  is  a  moderate  activity  in  an¬ 
thracite  and  bituminous  coal.  Shipments  of  coal  westward  by 
lake  for  the  week  ending  July  30  were  93,300  tons,  distributed  as; 
follows:  Chicago  27,700  tons,  Milwaukee  41,600  tons,  Duluthi 
6,800  tons,  Superior  3,700  tons,  Toledo  1,750  tons,  Lake  Lindeni 
3,150  tons,  Depot  Harbor  1,700  tons.  Green  Bay  2,350  tons.  Port¬ 
age  1,000  tons,  Port  Arthur  2,300  tons,  Racine  500  tons.  Marine 
City  650  tons  and  Alpena  100  tons.  Total  shipments  for  July 
were  276,139  tons  and  for  the  season  795,675  tons,  compared  with' 
669,588  tons  last  year.  Shipments  to  date  exceed  those  of  1897- 
by  126,087  tons.  P'reight  rates  are  steady  at  the  recent  advance.. 

Our  Pittsburg  correspondent  reports  an  immense  tonnage  of 
coal  in  the  pools  on  the  river  awaiting  shipment  south.  Rail 
shippers  are  forwarding  a  fair  amount  of  coal  to  the  lakes,  but 
being  divided  among  ninety  mines,  some  get  a  small  share  of  the 
tonnage.  At  the  delegate  convention  of  the  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  held  this  week,  it  was  stated  that  5,000  miners  in  the  Pittsburg 
district  were  working  below  the  Chicago  scale.  Strike  resolu¬ 
tions  were  adopted  for  the  mines  affected  to  go  into  effect  Au¬ 
gust  10.  Some  operators  would  welcome  a  general  strike,  as  it 
would  enable  them  to  break  loose  from  the  Union. 

St.  Louis  advices  are  that  a  good  deal  of  soft  coal  was  bought 
speculatively  before  the  advance  in  freight  rates  August  i,  and 
consequently  there  is  little  activity  in  the  market.  Receipts  of 
coal  for  July  show  a  good  increase  as  compared  with  June  and 
with  July,  1897. 
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HOW  WAK  AFFECTS  COAL. 


It  is  estimated  that  not  less  than  40,000  tons  of  coal  are  afloat  now  going 
to  either  Admiral  Dewey’s  fleet  at  Manila  or  for  storage  purposes  at  Honolulu. 


* 

*  * 

Baltimore  continues  to  supply  the  greater  part  of  the  fuel  to  the  men-of- 
war  in  Cuban  waters,  as  well  as  a  good  share  of  that  going  to  Tampa.  Ship¬ 
ments  this  week  include  cargoes  to  Santiago  and  Guantanamo.  Several  ves¬ 
sels  are  lying  at  Key  West  with  coal  unloaded  and  upon  which  the  government 
is  paying  daily  a  heavy  demurrage. 

* 

*  * 

SONG  OF  THE  BATTLESHIP  STOKERS. 

Heave  on  the  coal,  to  win  the  goal, 

.  Of  a  blasting  ocean  war! 

By  pits  of  hell  stand  sentinel. 

As  the  deadly  cannon  roar. 

The  engines  beat  in  blanching  heat; 

'  Our  battleship  plows  her  course; 

Up  there  they  fight  in  cool  daylight. 

While  we  feed  the  monster’s  force. 

Over  the  sea,  our  battery 
Will  lay  waste  the  upper  world; 

And  far  from  fame  we  feed  the  flame. 

As  the  bursting  bombs  are  hurled. 

We  can  not  know  the  ebb  and  flow 
Of  the  battle’s  rushing  tide; 

But  hear  the  boom  of  unknown  doom 
Where  the  thundering  warships  ride. 

Each  moment  passed  may  be  our  last. 

For  the  crashing  bombshells  fly. 

And  fires  of  fate  reverberate 
In  the  wide  smoke-laden  sky. 

In  lurid  night  we  feed  the  fight. 

As  the  belching  cannon  roar. 

Heave  on  the  coal,  to  win  the  goal 
Of  our  country’s  ocean  war! — Harper’s  Weekly. 


AUGUST  LETTER  OF  THE  ANTHRACITE  COAL  OPERATORS’  ASSOCIA- 

TION. 


The  individual  operators  have  good  ground  for  objecting  to  the  present 
situation  as  it  affects  domestic  fuels.  Contracts  were  made  by  which  this  fuel 
was  sold  to  the  transporters  for  60  per  cent  of  its  selling  price  at  tidewater. 
There  was  an  understanding,  not  in  the  written  contract,  that  the  price  was  to 
be  maintained  so  that  the  operator  would  receive  a  fair  return  at  the  breaker. 
Not  only  has  this  been  broken  repeatedly,  but,  instead  of  the  market  for  the 
fuel  enlarging,  as  was  expected,  and  as  could  have  been  brought  about  under 
judicious  management,  there  has  been  a  contraction,  so  the  mines  have  been 
compelled  to  work  shorter  hours,  with  a  resultant  increase  in  the  cost  of  the 
product,  while  the  coal  has  netted  lower  returns,  so  low  that  during  the  past 
eighteen  months  the  receipts  have  barely  covered  the  cost  at  the  most  advan¬ 
tageously  situated  plants. 

This  is  no  theory  or  idle  argument.  It  is  one  of  the  unfortunate  facts 
which  the  anthracite  carrying  railroads  have  proven  in  the  operations  of  their 
auxiliary  coal  companies.  They  have  shown  annual  deficits  amounting  to 
millions  of  dollars,  all  of  which  have  been  paid  out  of  the  transporting  depart¬ 
ments.  The  individual  operators  have  had  to  pay  their  own  losses.  An 
appeal  to  the  railroads  for  money  to  make  good  such  a  deficit  would  be  ridi¬ 
culed. 

Fortunately  these  contracts  terminate  next  year,  and  there  is  no  possibility 
lof  their  ever  being  renewed  on  the  present  basis. 


By  the  bravery  of  foreman  Hugh  McCutcheon,  forty  men  in  the  Richmond 
No.  3  Shaft,  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  were  saved  from  certain  death  last  week.  Mc¬ 
Cutcheon  was  lowered  in  the  carriage  i;o  feet  to  the  third  and  bottom  vein,  where 
the  men  were  working,  and  gave  them  warning.  He  had  only  left  the  carriage 
at  the  foot  when  the  fan  house  collapsed  and  fell  down  the  shaft.  Within  five 
minutes  gas  filled  the  workings,  but  the  men  had  reached  the  surface.  The 
loss  was  about  $15,000. 


ON  THE  WING. 


Alderman  A.  W.  Maltby’s  wife  presented  him  with  a  little  daughter  on 
Saturday,  July  30,  i8g8.  All  well. 

* 

*  * 

The  contentions  of  various  labor  organizations  in  Western  Pennsylvania 
coal  districts  may  lead  to  serious  trouble  and  possible  strikes. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  Jesse  Eddy,  of  the  firm  of  Dickson  &  Eddy,  returned  on  the  first  of 
the  month  from  the  White  Mountains,  where  he  has  been  spending  a  month’s 
holiday. 

*  * 

On  August  I,  the  freight  rates  on  coal  from  Illinois  to  St.  Louis  were  ad¬ 
vanced  10  cents  per  ton,  and  which  of  course  has  been  added  to  the  cost  of  the 
coal  delivered  to  buyers  and  consumers. 

*** 

Mr.  L.  R.  Barrett,  sales  agent  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  is  back 
again  attending  to  the  wants  of  the  trade,  looking  all  the  better  for  his  stay 
at  Moose  Head  Lake,  Me.,  for  the  past  six  weeks. 

*** 

The  amount  of  coal  sold  by  the  Youghiogheny  and  Lehigh  Coal  Company 
at  the  fueling  dock.  North  Pier,  Chicago,  during  July,  foots  up  10,188.11  tons. 
Manager  Connery  li  to  be  congratulated  on  this  good  showing. 

* 

*  * 

The  Northwestern  Fuel  Company  at  Duluth,  Minn-.was  awarded  the  con¬ 
tract  for  anthracite  and  Cumberland  coal  for  the  various  city  buildings.  The 
Pioneer  Fuel  Company  secured  the  contract  for  Youghiogheny  coal. 

* 

* 

The  Metropolitan  Coal  Company  of  Boston  is  upsetting  things  generally 
there  among  the  retail  trade.  It  is  thought,  however,  that  they  will  get  to¬ 
gether  in  a  few  days  and  fix  things  up  and  re-establish  the  old  figures. 

* 

*  * 

Manager  J.  T.  Connery  of  the  Youghiogheny  and  Lehigh  Coal  Company, 
Chicago,  went  to  Cleveland,  O.,  this  week  to  arrange  for  the  shipment  of 

50,000  tons  of  Youghiogheny  coal  for  their  fueling  dock  at  the  North  Pier. 

* 

*  * 

Messrs  Castner,  Curran  and  Bullitt,  Philadelphia,  write  us  that  the  lowest 
f.  o.  b.  price  of  their  well-known  Pocahontas  coal  at  Norfork,  Va.,  is  $1.75  per 
ton.  All  reports  of  lower  figures  are  incorrect,  no  matter  from  what  source 
they  emanate. 

* 

*  * 

As  will  be  noticed  in  another  column,  Mr.  Geo.  F.  Getz,  Old  Colony 
Building,  has  been  appointed  Chicago  sales  agent  for  the  Falling  Rock  Can- 
nel  Coal  Co.’s  high  grade  Cannel  and  Splint  coals,  which  is  mined  in  Kanawha 
County,  West  Virginia. 

**=1= 

The  Goff-Kirby  Coal  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  has  purchased  a  large  tonnage 
of  the  domestic  crushed  coke  produced  by  the  Pittsburg  Gas  and  Coke  Co.’s 
Otto-Hoffman  coke  ovens,  for  the  Cleveland  market,  where  that  firm  has  the 
exclusive  sale.  This  coke  is  used  as  a  substitute  for  anthracite  coal. 

* 

*  * 

The  waterworks  contract  for  the  borough  of  Bro  )klyn  was  awarded  to  W. 
T.  Rainey.  His  figures  for  the  22,000  tons  at  Ridgewood  were  $2  22  (this  is 
shipped  all  rail),  and  for  the  5.000  tons  at  Milburn,  $2.42.  The  21,400  tons  of 
anthracite  pea  coal  was  awarded  to  G.  W.  Winant  &  Son  at  $1.94  per  ton. 

* 

*  * 

The  contract  for  5,000  tons  pea  coal  for  the  asylum  at  Flatbush  was 
awarded  to  Moquin,  Ofiferman  &  Heissenbuttel  Coal  Company,  New  York,  at 
$2.76.  Parrish  &  Phillips  got  the  200  tons  of  stove  coal  at  $4.60,  and  Robin¬ 
son,  Hayden  &  Company  the  too  bushels  of  charcoal  at  18  cents  a  bushel. 

* 

*  ^ 

We  hear  that  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  of  Canada  closed  their  contract 
for  three  years  the  other  day  with  F.  H.  Leonard,  of  the  International  Coal 
Co.,  New  York,  for  120,000  tons  of  coal  to  be  shipped  to  Portland,  Me.  We 
do  not  know  the  figures,  but  understand  they  are  fully  up  to  what  has  been 
named  on  similar  contracts. 

* 

The  Weehawken  Wharf  Co.,  of  Thirty-eighth  street.  New  York,  have 
leased  their  plant  at  this  address  to  M  Burns  for  a  period  of  years.  The  ma  1- 
agement  of  the  pockets  have  had  this  project  in  view  for  some  time,  as  it  w.is 
evident  that  the  retail  dealers  did  not  fully  appreciate  the  efforts  that  were 
made  in  their  behalf,  and  have  concluded  that  a  much  larger  tonnage  could 
be  handled  through  these  pockets  if  a  system  of  delivery  were  installed 
whereby  the  consumer  could  order  coal  direct.  Mr.  Burns,  we  understand, 
will  make  this  his  chief  yard,  and  with  the  additional  facilities  which  the^e 
pockets  will  give  him  in  the  handling  of  coal  at  a  minimum  cost,  we  expect  to 
see  a  large  tonnage  handled  through  this  plant,  which  may  bring  forth  re¬ 
marks  of  regret  from  some  of  the  smaller  dealers  in  the  borough  of  Manhattan. 
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If  smokeless  powder  is  so  advantageous  to  the  Army,  why  should  not 
smokeless  coal  be  as  advantageous  for  the  Navy? 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  H.  C.  Adams,  manager  of  the  Turney  Jones  Company,  Chicago, 
will  take  a  trip  to  New  York,  next  week,  on  business  connected  with  his  firm 

* 

*  ♦ 

Our  St.  Louis  correspondent  writes:  "Mr.  Glenn  W.  Traer,  president  of 
the  Whitebreast  Fuel  Co.,  Chicago,  and  Col.  Morrison,  the  large  coal  operator 
of  Odin,  Ill.,  were  visitors  on  the  St.  Louis  market  this  week.” 

o,* 

*  * 

Mr.  j.  H.  Garaghty,  general  manager  of  the  Westville  Coal  Company, 
Westville,  Ill.,  informs  the  writer  that  the  engine  and  boiler  house  at  their 
mine  were  destroyed  by  fire  on  Thursday  night,  August  4.  The  loss  is  fully 
covered  by  insurance. 

*  * 

1  he  old  style  coal  car  of  30,000  t040,ooo  pounds  capacity  is  being  relegated 
to  the  scrap  pile  or  being  rebuilt  on  modern  up-to-date  principles  with  a  capa¬ 
city  of  50,000  to  60,000  pounds,  as  the  old-fashioned  lighter  cars  are  found  un¬ 
able  to  withstand  the  pressure  of  the  larger  number  of  cars  which  go  to  make 
up  the  present  freight  trains. 

*  * 

The  R.  P.  Elmore  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  local  contractors  for  Castner, 
Curran  &  Bullitt,  sole  sales  agents  for  Pocahontas  coal,  have  recently  secured 
contract  from  the  Soldiers’  Home  of  that  city,  for  5,500  tons  of  this  celebrated 
coal.  Many  other  coals  were  offered  on  this  contract,  but  the  superior  quality 
of  Pocahontas  coal  carried  the  day.  The  managers  of  this  institution  will  be 
certain  of  securing  the  “genuine”  Pocahontas  coal. 

* 

*  * 

The  special  miners’  convention  held  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  this  week  decided 
to  call  out  the  men  on  strike  at  mines  in  that  district  where  the  rates  as  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  inter-state  agreement  were  not  being  lived  up  to,  and  Aug.  10  is 
the  limit  fixed,  after  which  prompt  action  will  be  taken  by  the  union  officials. 
Anthracite  coal  operators  who  met  at  Pottsville,  Pa.,  have  decided  to  send 
agents  to  Europe  to  work  up  a  market  for  their  coal. 

* 

♦  * 

The  Postal  Scale  Go.,  New  Haven,  Ct ,  represented  in  Chicago  by  Mr.  Wm. 
R.  Taylor,  231  Jackson  street,  are  introducing  a  little  device  for  the  desk  which 
is  a  letter  opener,  paper  knife  and  postal  scale.  It  is  made  of  steel,  nickel- 
plated  and  highly  polished.  It  will  weigh  a  letter  up  to  3  oz.  and  is  sensitive 
to  I- 100  of  an  ounce.  As  they  are  accurate  and  can  be  sold  at  a  low  price  in 
large  quantities,  they  should  command  a  ready  sale  to  firms  sending  out 
souvenirs. 

%  ^ 

On  another  page  is  a  communication,  "Convict  Coal,”  from  a  coal  operator 
in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  It  is  a  vehement  protest  against  the  practice  which  pre¬ 
vails  in  Kansas  of  selling  the  product  of  convict  worked  coal  mines  in  the  open 
market  at  prices  below  that  produced  by  free  labor.  The  competition  is  most 
unfair  and  unworthy  to  be  permitted  in  such  an  advanced  state  and  common¬ 
wealth  as  Kansas,  and  the  miners  should  cast  about  for  some  means  of  abol¬ 
ishing  this  glaring  evil  and  outrageous  menace  to  their  rights  as  citizens- 
Cannot  the  Union  officials  suggest  no  means  of  relief? 

*  * 

One  of  the  best  exponents  of  the  value  of  printers’  ink  is  the  well-known 
firm  of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  sole  sales  agents  for  the  celebrated  Poca¬ 
hontas  coal.  This  firm  probably  expend  more  money  in  advertising  than  any 
other  house  in  the  trade,  and  to  their  judicious  outlay  in  this  direction  is  due,  to 
a  large  extent,  the  popularity  of  this  justly  celebrated  coal.  Their  latest  pub¬ 
lication  is  in  the  form  of  a  cook  book,  all  the  recipes  of  which  are  as  reliable 
as  the  coal  they  advertise.  It  is  needless  to  state  that  in  order  to  obtain  the 
best  results  from  these  recipes,  Pocahontas  coal  is  a  sine  qua  non. 

^  * 

The  August  number  of  the  International  Magazine  shows  it  still  stronger 
than  ever  in  its  advocacy  of  the  claim  that  the  present  is  the  time  for  Ameri¬ 
cans  to  prepare  for  the  commercial  invasion  of  all  Spani^h-America,  and  that 
the  most  important  thing  to  do,  with  this  end  in  view,  is  for  our  people  to  learn 
the  Spanish  language.  So  as  to  popularize  this  study  The  International  is 
running  a  course  of  lessons  in  Spanish,  from  month  to  month,  a  very  novel  fea¬ 
ture  of  which  is  that,  through  the  aid  of  a  graphophone,  any  student  may  have 
the  whole  lesson  spoken  to  him  by  a  native  Spaniard.  This  is  most  unques¬ 
tionably  a  notable  step  in  language  study. 

The  following  brief  abstract  is  from  the  advanced  sheets  of  the  annual  re¬ 
port  of  E.  W.  Parker  to  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  on  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  coke  in  1897.  The  amount  of  coke  produced  in  the  United  States  in 
1897  was  13,288,984  short  tons,  against  1 1,788,777  short  tons  in  1896.  While  the 
output  in  1897  was  1,500,211  short  tons  more  than  that  of  1896  it  was  still  about 
45,000  tons  short  on  the  product  of  1895,  when  the  coke  made  in  the  United 
States  reached  a  total  of  13,333,714  short  tons.  Pennsylvania  leads  with  67.5 
per  cent  of  the  total  output.  West  Virginia  is  second  with  ii.i  per  cent,  Ala¬ 
bama  is  third  with  10.9  per  cent,  Tennessee  fourth  with  2.8  per  cent,  Virginia 
fifth  with  2.7  per  cent  and  Colorado  sixth  with  2.06  per  cent. 


The  late  Mr.  J.  M.  Byers,  who  died  July  24,  1898,  at  his  home  in  Oska- 
loosa,  la.,  at  the  ripe  age  of  85  years,  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  pioneers 
of  Mahasha  county,  in  which  he  opened  the  first  coal  mine.  He  had  two  sons 
in  the  late  civil  war  and  was  a  devoted  patriot.  Mr.  Byers  was  born  in  1813 
in  Pulaski,  Pa.  He  was  married  twice  and  leaves  a  widow  and  large  family 
of  children  in  different  parts  of  the  Union. 

* 

*  * 

The  Anthracite  Coal  Operators’  Association,  whose  headquarters  are  in 
Pottsville,  Pa.,  will  use  its  utmost  endeavor  to  induce  the  government  to  use 
their  coal  in  the  furnaces  of  the  new  war  vessels  about  to  be  constructed.  The 
association  urges  that  "If  the  grates  are  made  to  burn  anthracite,  as  you  un¬ 
doubtedly  know,  they  will  work  equally  well  for  soft  coal,  whereas,  the  form  of 
grate  which  is  being  used  for  soft  coal  does  not  give  so  satisfactory  a  result 
when  anthracite  is  used.  The  matter  is  one  of  considerable  importance,  both 
to  the  anthracite  regions  and  to  the  Navy.  We,  as  anthracite  operators,  wish 
them  to  use  our  fuel  and  know  that  by  so  doing  they  will  avoid  all  dangers  of 
spontaneous  combustion;  will  have  fuel  which  is  easy  and  clean  to  handle; 
can  get  as  satisfactory  service,  and  will  have  no  smoke  resulting  from  its  com¬ 
bustion. 

* 

:k  « 

Mr.  J.  B.  Zerbe,  of  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
who  is  the  strongly  endorsed  appointee  on  the  National  Industrial  Commis¬ 
sion  by  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association,  is  reported  as  saying:  “I 
think  there  will  be  no  trouble  with  the  miners  this  summer,  and  although  the 
coal  situation  is  commanding  considerable  attention,  yet  I  do  not  regard  it  as 
at  all  serious.  At  the  time  of  the  Chicago  Convention  when  the  agreement 
was  signed,  an  implied  provision  was  made,  but  not  put  into  the  ^contract, 
that  the  Union  officials  should  proceed  at  once  to  organize  the  miners  in  West 
Virginia.  This  they  have  failed  to  do,  because  the  miners  refused  to  submit 
to  an  assessment  to  carry  it  out.  Next  January  when  the  operators  and  miners 
meet  in  Pittsburg  to  arrange  new  terms  for  April  i,  1899,  the  former  will  not 
fail  to  tell  them  of  their  shortcomings.” 

*  * 

* 

A  number  of  prominent  railroad  officials  handling  coke  over  their  roads 
and  representatives  of  coke  manufacturers,  held  a  meeting  in  Pittsburg  last 
week  to  discuss  the  general  condition  of  the  coke  industry,  especially  per¬ 
taining  to  traffic  rates  and  car  supply.  The  meeting  was  in  session  only  a 
short  time,  but  was  harmonious,  and  no  material  change  was  made  in  regard  to 
rates  or  carsupply.  Among  those  present  were  President  W.  H.  Newman, of  the 
Lake  Shore  and  Pittsburg  and  Lake  Erie  Railroads;  Traffic  Manager,  G.  J. 
Grammer,  of  the  former  line;  Colonel  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  Vice  President  of 
the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad;  James  A.  McCrea,  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad;  Oscar  G.  Murray,  receiver  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad;  J.  A. 
Murray,  H.  J.  Anderson,  T.  W.  Wiltshire,  L.  R.  Brockerbrough,  of  the  Balti¬ 
more  and  Ohio  Railroad;  H.  M.  Matthews,  W.  L.  Andrews  and  M.  L.  Daniels, 
of  the  New  York  and  Cleveland  Gas  Coal  Company 

*  * 

* 

According  to  the  Wall  Street  Journal  of  New  York,  a  prominent  officer  of 
an  anthracite  coal  company  is  reported  as  saying:  "Attention  cannot  be 
called  too  strongly  to  the  fact  that  anthracite  coal  is  the  only  article  of  mer¬ 
chandise  on  which  freight  rates  are  practically  the  same  to-day  as  they  were 
ten  or  fifteen  years  ago.  This  shows  a  desire  to  make  anthracite  occupy  a 
purely  artificial  position,  and  as  events  have  shown  this  has  been  an  unwise 
policy.  With  anthracite  freight  rates  stationary  and  those  on  bituminous 
coal  decreasing  every  year,  it  was  a  foregone  conclusion  that  soft  coal  should 
supplant  hard  coal.  The  passing  away  of  the  anthracite  blast  furnaces  in  the 
Lehigh  Valley  is  also  responsible  for  the  decrease  in  consumption  of  that 
fuel.  The  chief  point  to  make,  in  my  opinion,  however,  is  the  fact  that  in  the 
past  fifteen  years  the  production  and  consumption  of  the  prepared  sizes  has 
remained  stationary.  The  companies  have  sought  and  found  new  markets, 
and  it  is  therefore  evident  that  the  failure  of  the  production  to  go  up  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  much  ground  has  been  lost  in  the  old  markets.  The  increase  in 
tonnage  has  been  in  the  steam  sizes,  pea,  buckwheat,  rice,  etc.,  but  even  these 
sizes  have  suffered  in  the  last  two  or  three  years  from  the  great  drop  in  bitu¬ 
minous  freight  rates.  It  is  also  useless  to  close  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  bitu¬ 
minous  is  preferable  to  steam  sizes  of  anthracite  for  more  reasons  than  one. 
The  price  and  the  supply  of  soft  coal  are  constant,  whereas  the  quantity  of 
pea  and  buckwheat  is  highly  irregular,  since  it  depends  upon  the  monthly 
tonnage  ‘recommended’  by  the  agents,  and  the  price  is  consequently  very 
changeable.  We  have  lost  customers  simply  because  we  could  not  supply 
them  with  a  fixed  number  of  cars  of  buckwheat,  on  months  when  we  restricted. 
They  could  not  understand  how  with  a  dull  trade  there  could  be  any  scarcity 
of  any  size  of  hard  coal.  Soft  coal  they  can  get  all  the  year  round  in  any 
quantity.  Even  if  the  present  tariff  of  anthracite  freights  is  reduced  radically, 
I  feel  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  we  shall  have  all  we  can  do  to  compete  with 
bituminous.  I  speak  so  frankly  because  I  believe  the  sitnation  demands  rad¬ 
ical  measures.” 


No.  6.J 


157 


L 


The  Black  Diamond. 


ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 


Membership  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and 

Wisconsin . 369 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ Association  of  Ohio . 568 

Membership  of  the  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Association . 177 

Membership  of  thellndiana  Coal  Association .  83 


In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manirested  in  rne  sevura, 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  is  1he 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 
interest  them. 


•COXVItT  COAL. 


Editor  Black  Diamond: — In  your  issue  of  July  23rd  under  the  head  of 
“Western  Coal  Notes”  you  say,  “The  coal  miners  of  Kansas  are  registering  a 
series  of  vigorous  kicks  against  the  penitentiary  for  selling  convict  mined  coal 
in  the  open  market.” 

This  statement  may  pass  the  notice  of  most  of  your  readers,  and  appear 
of  little  consequence  to  other-;.  There  is  much-  more  in  it  than  one  would 
think.  It  means  thousands  of  dollars  loss  to  the  honest  and  hard  working  coal 
miners  of  Kansas.  It  means  to  them  half  work  and  low  wages.  It  means  an 
empty  larder  and  suffering  families.  If  this  penitentiary  coal  was  mined  and 
used  only  for  state  institutions,  no  reasonable  man,  I  think,  would  object. 
When  the  product  of  the  penitentiary,  whether  it  be  coal  or  anything  else,  is 
placed  upon  the  market  at  prices  below  the  product  of  free  labor,  then  it  is 
time  for  the  laborer  to  arise  and  say  in  no  uncertain  terms,  you  shall  not  de¬ 
prive  our  wives  and  children  of  the  necessities  of  life  that  outcasts  and  violators 
of  law  may  be  sustained. 

The  sale  of  coal  to  the  public  from  the  penitentiary  at  Lansing,  Kansas, 
has  Stood  as  a  menace  to  the  miners  of  Osage  City,  Leavenworth  and  Cherokee 
district,  Kansas,  for  several  years. 

At  every  election,  candidates  for  the  legislature  have  promised  that  they 
would  labor  to  have  a  remedy  applied.  Once  in  office,  promises  are  forgotten. 

I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  coal  consumer  in  the  state  of  Kansas,  who 
would  not  prefer  paying  a  few  cents  per  ton  more  for  coal,  rather  than  buy 
penitentiary  coal  for  less  money  and  cause  suffering  to  the  free  miner  and  his 
family  by  reason  of  this  unholy  competition. 

The  present  Governor  of  Kansas  claims  to  be  the  friend  of  the  working 
man.  He  desires  a  renomination.  Let  him  say  to  the  coal  miners  of  Kansas, 
“If  you  will  elect  me  I  will  see  that  not  a  pound  of  convict  coal  is  used  outside 
of  state  institutions.” 

Let  the  owners,  operators  and  miners  of  free  mines  stand  together  on  this 
proposition,  and  vote  only  for  men  who  will  agree  to  do  away  with  this  iniqui¬ 
tous  convict  competition. 

S.  W.  Kniffin. 

ALASKA  COAL. 


If  any  further  proof  were  needed  to  establish  the  fact  that  Alaska  was 
once  a  tropical  country,  it  may  be  found  in  beds  of  anthracite  coal  reported 
to  have  been  discovered  on  the  Koyukuk  river.  Such  dense  vegetable  growth 
as  is  necessary  to  produce  a  bed  of  coal  is  possible  only  in  warm  climates.  But 
the  comparison  of  this  Alaska  coal  with  Pennsylvania  anthracite  suggests  that 
both  may  have  been  deposited  about  the  same  time,  namely,  in  the  carbonif¬ 
erous  age,  very  early  in  the  earth’s  geologic  history,  when  the  whole  globe  is 
supposed  to  have  been  hot  and  steaming,  and  there  was  no  approach  to  a  con¬ 
dition  of  frost,  ^verv  at  the  poles.  This  was  the  time  when  the  true  coals  were 
developed,  though  some  of  the  brown  coals  and  lignites  were  produced  much 
more  recently,  and  this  may  be  the  age  of  the  Alaska  beds. '  However,  this 
may  be,  their  economic  value  will  be  very  great,  if  they  are  as  extensive  and 
their  product  of  as  good  quality  as  the  reports  indicate. 

EXPERIMENTS  WITH  HHNITE  COAL  OX  LOCOMOTIVES. 

Mr.  S.  R.  Tuggle,  superintendent  of  motive  power  and  machinery,  Hous¬ 
ton  and  Texas  Central,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Texas  railway  club,  described 
the  results  obtained  from  the  use  for  fuel  of  lignite,  large  beds  of  which  are 
near  the  main  line  of  the  road.  Experiments  were  first  made  by  burning  lig¬ 
nite  under  the  boilers  at  water  stations,  and  later  it  was  found  economical  to 
use  it  at  the  car  shops,  the  creosoting  plant  and  under  all  stationary  boilers. 
By  changing  the  draft  appliances  and  putting  on  diamond  stacks  it  was  found 
that  lignite  alone  could  be  burned  on  switching  engines,  and  that  a  mixture  of 
about  equal  parts  of  lignite  and  territory  or  Frisco  coal  was  suitable  for  road 
engines.  The  fuel  records  of  this  road  show  that  in  January,  1896,  in  all 
classes  of  service,  the  locomotives  made  29.9  miles  per  ton  of  coal  at  a  cost  of 
1  i.o6c  per  locomotive  mile,  while  in  January,  1898,  corresponding  figures  are 
28.3  miles  per  ton  of  coal,  costing  641c  per  mile,  or  a  reduction  of  4.65c  per 
locomotive  mile.  The  following  comparative  figures  by  years  were  also  given: 
Average  cost  of  fuel  per  locomotive  mile--i894,  9  55c;  1895,  7.99c;  1896,  7.68c: 
1897,6.54c.  The  use  of  lignite  was  begun  in  1895.  Mr.  Tuggle  also  stated 
that  an  indirect  saving  was  effected  by  the  shorter  haul  from  the  lignite  mines, 
while  the  expenses  for  repairs  to  flues,  stay-bolts  and  fire-boxes  have  decreased’ 
since  lignite  has  been  used  for  locomotive  fuel. 

The  strike  situation  at  the  mines  of  the  Northern  Coal  Company,  at  La¬ 
fayette,  Colo.,  remains  unchanged.  James  Cannon,  Jr.,  president  of  the  com- 
pany,  is  positive  that  there  will  be  no  further  offers  to  the  men,  and  that  the 
company  has  gone  as  far  as  it  will  go  towards  a  settlement  of  the  dispute. 


OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interes 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


Dingley  &  Decker,  Gardiner,  Me. ,  will  furnish  3,400  tons  of  coal  to  the 
National  Home  of  that  place. 


*  * 


The  William  Spear  Coal  Co.  is  soon  to  build  an  addition  to  their  coal' 
sheds  at  South  Portland,  Me. 


* 

*  * 


A.  A.  Robinson,  of  Bangor,  Me.,  has  purchased  the  coal  and  wood  busi¬ 
ness  of  George  J.  Babson  in  Foxcroft. 


* 

*  ^ 


Mr.  Daniel  H.  Cregan,  a  well-known  resident  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  has  opened! 
a  coal  yard  at  No.  363  Broadway,  and  will  handle  the  D  &  H.  company’s  coal. 


* 

*  * 


That  $5.00  figure  proved  very  attractive  to  Chicago  consumers’  and  as  a 
result  an  enormous  amount  of  coal  was  disposed  of  at  that  ridicuously 
low  price.  ^ 


* 

ik  if. 


The  contract  for  furnishing  the  city  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  with  coal  has 
has  been  awarded  to  C.  C.  Abbey.  He  will  furnish  533  tons  of  Lehigh  for 
§3,086.17. 


* 

*  * 


The  School  Committee  of  the  city  of  Rockland.  Mass.,  will  receive  bids 
for  supplying  the  schools  of  Rockland  with  wood  and  coal  for  the  year  1898-9. 
All  bids  to  be  made  on  or  before  August  10. 

* 

^  * 

The  Jasper  County  Coal  Co.  opened  an  office  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa, 
August  r,  and  are  now  in  a  position  to  receive  all  kinds  of  orders  for  coal,  so  says 
their  genial  secretary,  Mr.  George  E.  Goodrich. 

* 

Suit  for  $10,000  has  been  brought  in  the  superior  court  in  San  Francisco 
against  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  California.  It  is  alleged  that  owing  to 
ihe  regulations  of  the  association  a  coal  yard  could  not  be  rented. 

.  *  . 

sH  * 

Miiliim  Martin,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  has  sold  his  coal  business  to  S.  N. 
Holden,  of  whom  he  recently  purchased  it.  Harry  W.  Chaplin  will  also  have 
an  interest  in  the  business,  and  the  firm  will  be  known  as  S.  N.  Holden  & 
Company. 

• 

*  * 

The  contract  for  the  city  coal  has  been  awarded  to  Charles  C.  Abbey,  who 
is  to  furnish  533  tons  of  old  company  Lehie-h  tor  $3,086.17,  this  amount  being 
32c  less  than  the  bid  of  Porterfield  &  Howard,  writes  our  Springfield,  Mass^ 
correspondent.  The  contract  calls  for  gross  tons,  the  coal  to  be  delivered  in 
the  bins  at  budding  specified. 

* 

*  * 

The  county  commissioners  have  awarded  the  contract  for  coal  in  Salem, 
Mass.,  to  G.  W.  Pickering  &  Co.,  Maryland,  $3.45:  stove,  $6.15.  Winchester 
Smith,  of  Salem,  bid  $6.15  for  stove.  James  Fairfield,  of  Salem,  bid  $6.15  for 
stove  and  $3.55  for  American  of  Maryland.  Pickett  Coal  Co.,  of  Salem,  bid 
$3.49  for  American  of  Maryland,  and  $6  44  for  stove. 

* 

*  * 

The  coal  war  at  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  is  being  w  iged  determinedly  as  ever. 
The  Raritan  Coal  Co.,  which  first  started  the  fight  hy  making  a  reduction  in 
the  price  of  coal  of  50c  a  ton,  is  still  selling  coal  at  luwer  price  than  any  of  the 
other  dealers  in  the  city.  Coal  is  now  being  sold  in  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  at 
a  lower  price  than  has  been  known  in  many  years,  and  as  a  result  residents 
are  getting  in  their  winter  supply  while  the  war  lasc.  There  is  no  indication 
of  any  cessation  of  the  fight,  and  it  looks  as  though  it  would  be  a  long  drawn- 
out  and  stubborn  contest. 

*.  * 

* 

"There  has  not  been  a  pound  of  $6  coal  sold  in  this  market  since  the 
price  was  advanced,”  said  a  large  Chicago  retail  dealer  when  interviewed 
early  this  week.  "How  could  you  expect  that  there  would  be,  or  that  there  will 
be  until  snow  flies  in  the  fall?  It  is  just  this  way:  As  long  as  we  advertised  to 
sell  $5  coal  we  were  loaded  down  with  orders;  we  had  to  take  them;  people 
came  in,  plunked  down  their  cash,  and  what  could  we  do  and  remain  in  busi- 
ness, but  take  their  money  and  agree  to  fill  their  orders  as  fast  as  we  could? 
There  is  plenty  of  coal  being  delivered  about  town,  but  it  is  all  of  it  the  cheap 
price  coal,  purchased  and  paid  for  before  the  price  was  advanced.” 


F.  B.  Newell  &  Co.,  355  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  in  their  August  circular- 
price  list  and  calendar,  present  pictures  of  their  "youngest  stockholder”  in  the 
firm,  “before  and  aft’r  the  recent  advance  in  price  of  hard  coal.”  The  first 
one  shows  the  baby  with  a  grave,  stolid  looking  face,  with  fingers  clutching 
the  toes  as  if  perturbed  at  the  low  price  of  coal;  the  other  represents  the  same 
child,  all  smiles  and  happy  looking,  as  if  mightily  pleased  at  something,  pre¬ 
sumably  the  reaction  in  prices.  The  half  tones  are  admirable  reproductions, 
from  photographs.  The  circular  says.  “In  our  opinion  it  is  absolutely  danger¬ 
ous  to  delay  shipment  of  all-rail  anthracite  much  longer.”  Also,  “owing  to  late 
movement  of  coal,  railroads  may  not  be  able  to  furnish  sufficient  equip¬ 
ment  to  handle  the  large  tonnage  which  will  be  offered  to  them  in  a  few 
weeks.” 
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Black  Diamond. 


rwo  VIEWS  OF  THE  MATTEIt. 


Mr.  C.  Wood  Davis,  in  the  July  number  of  the  Forum,  takes  very  decided 
round  on  the  question  as  to  whether  machinery  displaces  labor.  He  gives 
gures  to  show  that  during  twenty  years  no  less  than  4,430,000  persons  were 
driven  from  farm  labor  by  machinery;  the  number  absorbed  by  new  indus¬ 
tries,  such  as  typewriting,  street  railways,  photography,  bicycle  manufactur¬ 
ing  and  repairing  was  but  247,000,  leaving  an  adverse  balance  against  farm 
machinery  alone  of  4,183,000  employes.  Mr.  Davis,  in  his  article,  deals  prin¬ 
cipally  with  farm  labor,  but  he  makes  a  most  dismal  showing  for  tho  workers. 
He  mentions  also  the  steam  shovel,  the  pneumatic  hammer,  etc.,  and  terms 
them  “labor  lessening  and  employment  destroying  devices.” 

The  othor  side  of  the  question  is  given  by  a  printer  in  a  recent  number  of 
a  British  magazine.  In  a  contribution  entitled  “Men  and  Machinery,”  he  pre¬ 
dicts  that  a  millennium  of  plenty  will  come  through  improved  machinery. 
What  statesmen  expect  through  just  laws,  a  millennium  of  order  and  progress, 
will  come  through  improved  machinery.  What  moralists  and  reformers  ex¬ 
pect  through  excellent  sentiments  and  right  reason,  a  millennium  of  virtue, 
will  come  through  improved  machinery.  What  prohibitionists  desire  through 
legislation,  a  millennium  of  temperance,  will  come  through  improved  machin¬ 
ery.  What  socialists  and  anarchists  seek  for  by  new  industrial  conditions,  a 
millennium  of  comfort  to  all  classes,  will  come  through  improved  machinery. 
What  the  church  seeks  to  bring  about  upon  the  earth,  a  millennium  of  peace 
and  good  will  to  men,  will  come  through  improved  machinery. 

The  writer  quoted  holds  that  machines  multiply  goods  into  plenty,  and 
plenty  broadcast  means  peace  and  kindness  and  comfort  and  temperance  and 
gracious  thoughts  and  reasonable  minds  and  civil  order  and  equal  laws.  A 
natural  plenty  does  not  mean  all  these  things;  but  a  manufactured  plenty  by 
reason  of  the  industry  it  engenders,  brings  all  millenniums  into  its  hands,  and 
nothing  else  can.  Therefore  the  writer  holds  that  the  machine  must  prevail 
whoever  may  oppose  Perhaps  the  difiference  in  the  two  views  given  arises 
from  the  fact  that  one  takes  machinery  just  at  a  time  when  it  is  displacing 
labor  which  has  not  yet  become  used  to  new  conditions,  while  the  other  con¬ 
siders  only  the  ultimate,  and  of  oourse  beneficial  effect  of  machinery. 


HEROISM  IN  COAL  MINING. 


Every  miner  is  a  hero,  for  his  life  is  hourly  beset  by  peril.  The  world  is 
now  ringing  with  praise  of  the  feat  performed  by  the  crew  of  the  Merrimac  in 
the  Santiago  channel,  says  the  Kanawha  Gazette,  and  had  Lieut.  Hobson  lost 
his  life  in  that  daring  act,  a  monument  would  have  been  erected  to  his  memory, 
and  his  grave  kept  green  by  an  admiring  people.  Him  we  are  proud  of,  and 
rightly,  too,  but  he  was  fired  by  the  enthusiasm  of  war,  while  there  are  hun¬ 
dreds  of  coal  miners  in  the  Kanawha  valley  whose  daily  avocation  leads  them 
into  positions  equally  as  dangerous,  and  to  them  we  only  offer  contempt — the 
one  feat  is  performed  for  the  pride  of  a  nation,  while  the  other  is  Contributed 
to  its  necessity.  The  one  peril  is  only  momentary,  while  the  other  is  a  con¬ 
tinuous  monotonous  drag. 

Each  day  the  coal  miner  takes  his  life  in  his  hand,  and  each  morning  as 
the  thinly  clad  housewife  places  the  frugal  meal  in  the  battered  tin  pail  there 
is  a  tear  glisten  on  her  eyelashes,  for  she  does  not  know  when  it  will  be  the 
last  time.  And  as  she  moves  about  performing  her  humble  household  duties, 
she  is  continually  haunted  by  a  foreboding  of  evil.  A  rap  at  the  door  startles 
her,  for  she  is  in  constant  expectation  of  the  messenger  whose  mission  is  to 
inform  her  that  she  is  a  widow.  A  confusion  of  voices  frightens  her,  for  she 
knows  not  at  what  hour  the  crushed,  lifeless  remains  of  her  once  better  half 
m\y  be  conveyed  a  bleeding  mass  to  her  humble  home. 

The  coal  miner  is  the  most  charitable  person  in  the  world,  for  there  is  a 
sympathetic  chord  which  binds  him  to  the  unfortunate,  and  when  a  comrade 
has  been  injured  in  the  mine,  no  matter  how  scant  his  larder  or  how  meager 
his  pay,  a  penny  is  provided  for  the  support  of  that  comrade’s  family  until  he 
is  able  to  resume  work.  The  sight  of  the  blind  always  brings  to  his  mind  the 
possibility  of  a  premature  explosion,  which  may  place  him  in  the  same  fix, 
and  to  the  blind  his  purse  is  always  open.  The  poor  beggar  child  never 
leaves  him  empty-handed,  for  he  don’t  know  at  what  hour  his  own  children 
may  be  left  dependent  upon  a  cruel  world. 

The  coal  miner’s  work  is  harder  than  any  other  class  of  labor,  for  he  is 
only  paid  for  what  he  does,  and  if  a  minute  is  lost  during  the  day  it  tells  ter¬ 
ribly  against  him.  He  is  the  poorest  paid  of  any  laborer,  for  if  he  is  idle  for 
a  week  he  must  go  through  that  period  on  half  rations  for  fear  of  exhausting 
his  credit  at  the  office. 


THE  TOWN  NAMED  ALIX. 

Col.  J.  H.  Allen,  superintendent  of  the  Hayes  Coal  Co.’s  property  in  Rock 
Island  county,  sixteen  miles  below  Rock  Island,  was  in  that  city  on  Friday  on 
business  with  the  company’s  attorney,  the  Hon.  William  McEniry.  The  com¬ 
pany  holds  in  fee  1,204  acres  of  land,  formerly  owned  by  Mr.  Daniel  Hayes, 
who  is  the  president  of  the  corporation.  The  company  is  successfully  develop¬ 
ing  the  property,  and  its  capacity  in  that  regard  is  apparently  almost  unlim¬ 
ited.  The  pottery  clays  found  on  the  land  have  by  actual  tests  been  proven 
to  be  of  superior  excellence,  while  the  shale,  similar  to  that  found  near  Gales¬ 
burg,  opened  up  a  vista  of  an  unlimited  supply  of  paving  brick.  But  the  com¬ 
pany  has  not  yet  paid  much  attention  to  either  of  these  deposits,  and  is  par¬ 
ticularly  devoting  itself  to  the  development  of  the  coal  mines.  A  considerable 
portion  of  the  tract  appears  to  be  underlaid  with  a  good  quality  of  coal.  Two 
veins  are  being  developed — one  a  thirty-two  inch  and  the  other  a  four-foot 
vein.  The  latter  is  about  seven  feet  below  the  first.  The  location  of  the 
veins  is  such  that  instead  of  sinking  shafts,  the  coal  is  mined  by  means  of 
drifts.  The  outlet  of  the  drift  is  about  400  feet  from  the  Mississippi,  while  the 
vein  is  about  80  above  the  water.  This  favorable  location  enables  the  com¬ 
pany  to  market  the  products  of  its  mine  at  the  minimum  of  cost.  There  isn’t 
a  steam  engine  on  the  place,  as  the  mine  drains  itself,  while  the  coal  is  de¬ 
livered  on  river  barges  by  gravity—  the  cars  running  from  the  mine  to  the 
water’s  edge  on  wooden  trams  covered  with  steel.  Quite  a  village  has  grown 
up  about  the  mine.  It  has  been  named  Alix,  for  the  great  racer  bred  by  Mr. 
Hayes.  The  village  already  has  200  inhabitants. 


WESTERN  GOAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


New  coal  docks  are  being  put  in  at  Jamestown,  N.  D.,  with  an  increased 
capacity. 

It  cost  Saybrook,  Ill .  citizens  about  $20,000  to  find  out  that  there  was 
water  where  it  was  desired  to  have  a  coal  shaft. 

The  Union  men  refused  the  offer  of  the  Pana  Coal  Co.,  at  Pana,  Ill.,to  pay 
thirty  cents  per  ton,  the  miners  to  furnish  supplies. 

Pike  Nelson,  of  McLeod,  near  Big  Timber,  Mont.,  has  a  good  7-foot 
coal  mine,  which  he  works  by  drifting  into  the  mountain. 

The  Youghiogheny  &  Lehigh  Coal  Co.,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  were 
awarded  the  contract  for  the  fuel  for  the  public  library  of  that  city. 

Hildegard  is  the  name  of  the  new  mining  town  near  What  Cheer,  Iowa, 
belonging  to  the  Columbian  Coal  Co.,  of  which  W.  A.  Durfee  is  general  man¬ 
ager.  It  contains  some  70  new  houses,  with  stores,  etc. 

The  Kolb  Coal  Co..  Mascoutah,  III.,  is  considering  the  advisability  of  put¬ 
ting  in  mining  machines.  This  company  has  a  very  fine  vein  of  coal,  and  it  is 
the  intention  to  go  out  after  trade  stronger  than  they  have  ever  done. 

The  Florence  coal  mines,  located  near  Centralia,  Wash.,  will  be  opened 
soon  by  a  party  of  capitalists  headed  by  Judge  Holcomb  of  South  Bend.  The 
company  will  expend  considerable  money  in  improving  the  property. 

At  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado,  the  Colorado  Springs  Coal  and  Land 
Company  has  asked  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  L.  H.  Eicholtz  from  selling 
and  transferring  40,000  shares  of  stock  of  that  company  which  stands  in  his 
name. 

It  is  confidently  believed  that  coal  is  to  be  had  at  Big  Rapids,  Mich.,  for 
the  looking  after  and  mining,  and  if  such  is  the  case,  it  could  be  shipped  to 
Muskegon,  which  would  become  an  important  coaling  point  for  lake 
steamers. 

According  to  figures  compiled  and  published  in  the  forthcoming  geologi¬ 
cal  report,  the  output  of  mines  and  quarries  in  Iowa  during  the  last  year 
amounted  to  about  $7,500,000.  Of  this  far  the  largest  part  was  realized  Horn 
the  coal  fields  which  produced  a  little  over  $5,000,000. 

At  Ashley,  near  Saginaw,  Mich.,  a  coal  company  was  organized  and  spent 
about  $2,500  in  sinking  test  holes.  At  first  they  only  found  light  veins,  but  last 
week  a  vein  four  and  a  half  feet  thick  was  struck  at  a  depth  of  206  feet,  which 
was  forty  feet  deeper  than  any  other  one  had  been  put  down. 

The  country  between  Copper  river  and  Cook’s  inlet,  Alaska,  is  said  to  be 
one  mass  of  coal,  in  which  is  claimed  to  be  an  excellent  quality  of  lignite. 
Near  Graham’s  bay  W.  A.  Moore  found  a  deserted  coal  mine  with  appliances 
that  had  evidently  been  worked  by  Russians  before  Alaska  was  ceded  to  the 
United  States. 

The  Municipal  Committee  and  Board  of  Education  of  Saginaw.  Mich., 
now  advocate  the  purchase  of  all  city  coal  in  one  lot,  as  they  believe  that  the 
larger  the  order  the  cheaper  the  tonnage  will  be.  Some  5,500  tons  of  bitumi¬ 
nous  and  350  tons  of  anthracite  coal  are  required  yearly,  and  bids  will  be  asked 
before  August  31  for  the  entire  supply  needed. 

The  Mitchell  mine  at  Lafayette,  Colo.,  one  of  the  largest  properties  of  the 
Northern  Coal  Co.,  resumed  operations  August  i,  with  seventeen  men  after 
having  lain  idle  for  over  three  months  on  account  of  the  strike.  Amass  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  striking  miners  has  been  c  tiled  for  this  week  in  Louisville,  at  which 
gathering  it  is  feared  drastic  measures  will  be  authorized.  The  strikers  num¬ 
ber  about  1,200. 

The  J.H. Somers  Coal  Co.,  which  is  operating  a  mine  at  St.  Charles,  Mich., 
and  has  a  large  quantity  of  coal  land  in  the  county  under  lease  where  good 
veins  have  been  found,  is  about  to  sink  two  more  shafts  and  has  secured  a 
strip  of  territory  two  sections  wide  through  Venice  township,  Shiawasse  Co., 
where  a  vein  three  and  a  half  feet  thick  has  been  found  only  a  few  feet  below 
the  surface. 
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The  Reading  railway  will  continue  to  use  bituminous  coal  on  its  freight 
engines. 

The  North  Adams  Co-operative  Association  has  been  awarded  the  coal 
contract  for  the  city  of  North  Adams,  Mass. 

The  Board  of  Education  of  Middletown,  Ohio,  asks  bids  on  bituminous 
and  anthracite  coal  which  must  be  in  by  August  15,  i8q8. 

Anthracite  coal  miners  at  Wilkesbarre  ask  for  an  eight  hour  day  and  abo¬ 
lition  of  contract  work.  This  they  say  will  relieve  the  hard  times. 

Contrary  to  all  expectation  there  is  no  scarcity  of  miners  in  the  Altoona 
district.  The  threat  ot  striking  July  28  was  a  bluff  on  the  part  of  the  miners. 

At  Pittsburg,  river  operators  have  accumulated  30,000,000  bushels  of  coal 
for  shipment  to  southern  towns.  Never  in  the  history  of  the  coal  trade  has  so 
much  coal  been  loaded  in  so  short  a  time  as  this  summer. 

It  is  officially  announced  that  Packer  colliery  No.  5,  of  the  Lehigh  Coal 
Co.,  Lost  Creek,  Pa.,  has  resumed  work.  The  colliery  has  been  idle  for 
some  time.  The  colliery  employs  over  500  men  and  boys  when  in  full  opera¬ 
tion. 

The  Plymouth  Mountain  Coal  Co.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  has  completed  the 
plane  running  to  the  D.  &  H.  Boston  breaker,  and  is  now  running  coal  from 
Its  mines  to  the  Boston.  The  cars  are  conveyed  by  means  of  a  small  locomo¬ 
tive  along  the  mountain  side  for  upward  of  a  mile,  and  are  then  run  down  the 
plane  to  the  breaker.  The  company  has  now  a  complete  plant  in  running 
order. 
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The  annual  meeting  of  the  Worcester  Co-operative  Coal  Co.  stockholders 
was  held  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  last  week.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
Vice-president  Nicholas  J.  Mooney,  and  lasted  until  nearly  midnight.  The  di¬ 
rectors  elect,  d  were:  Nicholas  J.  Moonev,  Michael  Donohue,  J.  J. Spencer,  John 
McNamara,  Patrick  J.  Hanratty,  John  Canlin,  N.  J.  Powers,  J.  Higgins,  all 
of  Worcester,  and  Gen.  J.  J.  Lynch  of  Portdland,  Me. 

At  a  recent  meeting  held  in  Pittsburg  by  railroad  freight  officials  concern¬ 
ing  coke  rates  it  was  decided  not  to  authorize  an  advance  at  this  time.  The 
Philadelphia  Press  says  a  movement  is  under  way,  on  the  part  of  leading  rail¬ 
roads,  to  advance  coke  rates  for  the  purpose  of  fighting  the  Carnegie  Company. 


Baltimore  &  Ohio,  it  is  alleged,  is  receiving  more  than  its  share,  but  officials  of 
that  road  claim  that  the  increase  in  coke  tonnage  is  legitimate. 

Much  as  they  would  like  to,  the  coal  operators  of  the  Pittsburg  district 
caunot  emulate  the  action  of  the  Massillon,  Ohio,  operators,  who  have  raised 
the  price  of  their  coal  15  cents  per  ton.  Tho  reason  the  Pittsburg  operators 
cannot  do  this  is  because  of  the  competition  of  the  West  Virginia  coal.  Many 
Pittsburg  operators  are  securing  coal  from  West  Virginia  to  fill  their  con¬ 
tracts,  which  have  been  taken  at  a  price  so  low  that  were  the  coal  dug  in  the 
Pittsburg  district,  the  excessive  freight  rates  and  the  higher  rate  of  mining 
would  preclude  any  possibility  of  profit. 
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Messrs.  Stovall  and  Stanton,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  now  represent  and  are  sales 
agents  for  the  product  of  the  Proctor  Coal  Company  of  Tennessee. 

It  is  stated  that  the  buyers  from  the  West  Virginia  coal  mines,  who  were 
in  Cincinnati  last  week,  left  orders  for  upwards  of  $10,000  worth  of  goods 
which  amply  paid  for  their  free  trip  to  the  Queen  City  of  Ohio. 

The  Log  Mountain  Co.,  Pineville,  Ky.,  is  introducing  negro  laborers  into 
their  coal  mines  for  the  first  time.  A  crowd  of  colored  miners,  thirty  or  more, 
were  marched  up  last  week  and  assigned  to  rooms,  and  there  was  no  kicking 
by  the  resident  miners. 

The  Kanawha  coal  tract  of  West  Virginia  has  secured  the  contract  for  the 
Great  Northern  railroad  annual  supply  ot  coal.  This,  it  is  said,  is  a  hard  blow 
for  the  Pittsburg  operators,  who  were  unable  to  compete  for  the  business  owing 
to  the  low  price  of  mining  in  the  mountain  state 

Mr.  T.  L.  Garrett,  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  recently  sold  an  acre  of  his  coal  land 
on  Mazzard  prairie  to  H.  K.  Slaven,  the  purchase  price  being  $300.  1  oth 

Messrs.  Garrett  and  Slaven  are  coal  men  and  thoroughly  understand  the 
value  of  the  property  which  changed  hands.  The  coal  on  this  land  has  a  fine 
vein  and  is  of  good  quality. 

The  following  coal  companies  in  West  Virginia  have  recently  increased 
the  r  capital  stock:  Carbon  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  $100,000; 
West  Virginia  Fuel  Co.,  Charleston,  increase  $100,000;  Bingamon  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  Fairmont,  increase  $100,000;  White  Oak  Colliery  Co.,  Oaks,  (P.  O. 
Glen  Jean)  increase  $300,000. 

Coal  shipments  from  the  George’s  Creek-Cumberland  region  for  the  week 
ending  July  23,  aggregated  82,819  tons,  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  hauling  54,- 
590. 14  tons,  the  Pennsylvania,  19,985.14  tons  and  the  canal  8,242.12  tons.  Total 
shipments  for  the  year  to  date  have  been  2,183.839.19  tons.  From  the  Elk 
Garden  and  Upper  Potomac  regions  the  West  Virginia  Central  has  hauled 
during  the  week  27,983.10  tons  of  coal  and  5,002.02  tons  of  coke. 

The  Pioneer  Mining  &  Manufacturing  Company,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  are 
now  letting  contracts  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  their  furnace 
plant  to  their  coal  mines.  The  railroad  will  be  several  miles  long.  The  com¬ 
pany  proposes  to  develop  their  coal  lands  and  will  soon  be  opening  three  or 
four  mines.  The  company  at  present  uses  about  a  thousand  tons  of  coal  per 
day  from  the  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Railway  Company. 

S.  H.  Weaver,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  has  leased  his  property  on  Smith’s 
Creek,  ot  Coal  river,  to  the  Big  Mountain  Iron  and  Coal  Company.  It  em¬ 
braces  nearly  4,000  acres  and  is  rich  in  coal  and  timber.  The  lessees  will  be¬ 
gin  work  developing  the  property  at  once.  The  property  lies  near  the 
Kanawha  and  Coal  River  Railroad,  running  from  the  mouth  of  Davis  creek  to 
Chilton,  and  this  road  will  be  utilized  in  placing  the  output  of  the  property  on 
the  market. 

The  Pioneer  Mining  and  manufacturing  Company  has  completed  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  coal  lands  near  North  Birmingham,  Ala.,  on  which  are  located  the 
Morrow,  Snake  and  Peacock  mines,  and  will  begin  shortly  opening  another 
large  mine  on  the  property  that  will  have  a  daily  output  of  not  less  than  2.000 
tons  of  coal.  The  property  purchased  by  the  Pioneer  Company  bears  two 
seams  of  coal,  the  New  Castle  and  the  Pratt.  Both  are  fine  qualities  of  coal 
and  are  in  inexhaustible  quantities. 

A  new  coal  company,  composed  of  Baltimore  capitalists,  has  leased  a  la>ge 
tract  of  coal  property  near  Lonaconing,  Md.,  and  preparations  are  being  made 
to  open  a  mine.  The  tract  comprises  upward  of  30  acres  of  big  vein  coal,  and 
has  been  leased  from  the  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  Engineers  are  now  at  worv 
making  the  necessary  surveys  preparatory  to  the  location  of  the  mine  opening, 
incline  plane  and  other  machinery.  Shipments  are  expected  to  be  commmceu 
within  three  months,  when  about  fifty  men  will  be  employed. 

The  West  Virginia  Miners’  Association  met  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  re¬ 
cently  with  about  100  delegates  present.  W.  H.  H.  Toler,  of  East  Bank,  was 
elected  president;  Floyd  Buster,  of  Hanley,  vice-president;  Patrick  Walker,  of 
Edgewater,  treasurer;  and  D.  L.  Kelley,  of  Handley,  secretary.  One  of  the  re¬ 
solutions  was  “That  the  officers  and  members  of  this  association  do  all  in  their 
power  to  extend  the  West  Virginia  Miners’  Association  into  new  territory 
and  new  fields  of  this  state."  This  is  in  opposition  to  the  United  Mine 
Workers’  Union. 

George  K.  Petty,  who  for  eighteen  years  was  connected  with  Johnson 
Brothers,  coal  merchants,  Washington,  U.  C.,  died  at  the  home  of  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Early,  Brandywine,  Md.,  last  week.  The  remains  were 
brought  to  his  late  home,  71 1  E  Street,  Southwest  Washington,  and  the  funeral 
services  held  at  St.  Dominic’s  church.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  worth  and 
highly  respected  by  his  business  associates,  and  for  thirty-four  years  was  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  of  St.  Dominic’s.  Surviving  him  are  his 
widow  and  eight  children. 


^President  E.  A.  Kenilall,  of  the  Coal  Operators’  Commissary  Association 
of  Kanawha,  W.  Va.,  is  reported  as  saying  at  Cincinnati  last  week  that  a  good 
miner,  diligent,  energetic  and  intelligent,  will  make  say  $50  a  month,  but  the 
general  average  is  say  $35  to  $40  a  month.  The  companies  rent  them  com¬ 
fortable  cottages,  with  from  three  to  four  rooms,  for  from  $3.50  to  $6  a  month, 
and  those  who  want  garden  ground  can  have  it  without  additional  cost.  It 
takes  a  big  force  of  carpenters  to  keep  the  cottages  in  n  ;>  ur,  as  many  fami¬ 
lies  are  very  rough  in  their  usage  of  the  homes.  There  are  perhaps  5,000 
miners  in  our  district,  and,  as  a  rule,  they  live  well,  are  he.i'ihy  and  happy. 

Superintendent  Morton  of  the  Supplies  Department  of  the  School  Board, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  has  made  a  discovery  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  coal.  It 
has  been  reported  to  him  that  43  tons  have  been  placed  in  a  bin  made  to  hold 
37  tons.  As  the  bin  is  graduated,  Mr.  Morton  will  not  accept  this  peculiar 
paradox  of  a  bin  holding  six  tons  of  coal  more  than  its  known  capacity.  The 
builder  of  the  bins  guaranteed  the  measurement  as  correct  Unless  the  com¬ 
pany  furnishing  the  coal  agrees  to  accept  th  a  measurement,  the  coal  will  be 
taken  out  and  weighed.  If  the  bin  is  found  to  contain  37  tons  only,  the  com¬ 
pany  must  pay  for  the  weighing;  if  it  contains  43  tons,  the  man  who  guaran¬ 
teed  the  bins  will  lose. 

The  Tennesseee  Coal,  Iron  and  Railroad  Company  owns  blast  furnaces, 
coal  mines,  iron  mines,  foundries,  and  coal  and  iron  lands  in  Tennessee  and 
Alabama.  Altogether  the  lands  of  the  eompany  in  Tennessee  comprise  126,- 
425  acres,  and  in  Alabama  274,000  acres.  The  blast  furnaces  number  seven¬ 
teen,  and  the  daily  output  of  coal  is  13,000  tons.  Thirty  miles  of  main  railroad 
track  also  are  owned,  and  seventy-two  miles  of  side  tracks  and  terminals. 
The  stock  of  the  compaiyis  $20,000,000  common,  $1,000,000  preferred;  the 
bonded  indebt  -’dness  $10,099,000,  floating  debt  $1,903,000.  Dividends  on  the 
preferred  from  1889  to  1893  were  8  per  cent;  since  then  they  have  been  passed. 
A  dividend  of  i  per  cent  was  paid  on  common  in  1887,  but  none  since. 
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The  Stoddard  Coal  Co.,  Trackville,  near  Reading,  Pa.,  whose’ breaker  and 
washery  were  destroyed  by  fire  last  month,  have  decided  to  rebuild. 

Larger  shipments  of  coal  are  noted  from  Buffalo  for  Lakes  Michigan 
and  Superior. 

At  Cleveland  coal  tonnage  is  in  good  demand,  but  no  further  change  in 
rates  is  noticed,  although  Lake  Michigan  boats  are  very  scarce  and  the  feeling 
is  strong. 

The  Franklin  colliery  of ,  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company  will  resume 
operations  on  Monday,  after  a  year’s  idleness.  Seven  hundred  hands  will  be 
employed. 

At  Shamokin,  Pa  ,  most  of  the  collieries  are  working  nearly  full  time  and 
all  collieries  repair  men  are  hard  at  work,  keeping  machinery  in  the  best  con¬ 
dition,  so  that  the  anticipated  big  orders  can  be  promptly  filled  without  danger 
of  breakdowns. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company  has  resumed  operations  at  the  Black¬ 
man  colliery,  near  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.  This  colliery  has  been  idle  since  Janu¬ 
ary  I,  last,  having  been  shut  down  at  that  time  for  an  indefinte  period,  owing 
to  the  general  dullness  in  the  coal  trade. 

A  big  fire  is  at  present  raging  in  the  Black  Diamond  mine  of  the  Had¬ 
dock  Coal  Co.,  at  Luzerne,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.  A  large  force  of  men  are  at 
work  fighting  the  fire,  but  their  progress  is  slow  on  account  of  the  large 
amount  of  gas  which  is  ignited  by  the  fire  as  fast  as  it  accumulates. 

M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  largely  interested  in  Pittsburg  coal 
mines,  have  purchased  the  mining  property  of  the  North  Carolina  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  at  Gulf  station,  on  the  Cape  Fear  &  Yadkin  Valley  railroad.  The 
mines  have  been  in  operation  for  a  number  of  years.  The  coal  is  used  locally 
and  shipped  to  the  seaboard  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.  The  property  contains 
1,575  acres  and  is  said  to  have  cost  $ioo,ooo. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  and  coke  originat¬ 
ing  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  July  23,  1898, 
and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  as 
follows: 

1898.  1898.  1897. 

Weekending  Year  to  Year  to 

July  23.  July  23.  July  24. 


Anthracite,  tons .  69,248  1,850,718  1,800,505 

Bituminous,  tons . 238,962  7,758,276  6,617,273 

Coke,  tons . 106,941  3,377.T5i  2,474,116 


Total . 41 5.15 1  12,986,145  10,891,893 


The  Johnson  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  who  recently  purchased  a 
tract  Ilf  coal  land  at  Fayette  City,  is  about  to  sink  two  shafts,  which  will  in¬ 
volve  the  erection  of  two  new  tipples,  equipped  with  modern  machinery, 
at  a  cost  of  nearly  $10,000.  It  is  also  the  intention  of  the  company  to  open 
the  underlying  coal  seam  in  the  tract  of  land  recently  purchased  from 
H.  M.  Liston,  of  Uniontown.  Probably  the  most  extensive  improvement  to 
be  undertaken  is  the  building  of  a  complete  village  for  the  miners  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  Houses,  stores,  church  and  school-house,  machine  shops,  etc.,  are  to  be 
erected  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  company’s  mines.  The  houses  are  to 
be  of  modern  construction  and  plan,  and  are  to  ^ve  yards,  shade  trees,  and 
the  streets  are  to  be  broad  and  well  graded.  A  system  of  water  works  is  to 
be  put  in  at  some  time  in  the  future.  The  total  outlay  of  the  company  will  be 
between  $75,000  and  $100,000. 


NEILSON 

RED^ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

DICKSOIT  &  EDIDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Office,  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Agt. 

cTc.  boWman^ 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

“AVOGA  ”  (Pittston  District) 

“FRANKLIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 
“LOUISE  ”  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

Mosbannon  and  Cnmberland  Vein  Bitnminons  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Titie  Buiidins.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


XHExXJRlSrEY  &  JONES  CO., 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL 

■  ■  «  •  THE  •  ■  ■  ■ 


CONGO  COAL 


Anthracite  and  Smithing  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  No.  355  Dearborn  St. 

COLUMBUS.  O.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


FRICK 


H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO. 


Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connelisvilie  Region,  Penna. 

GENUINE 


Headquarters  for 


CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

I  For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells- 
(ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing  and 
)  domestic  purposes.  I  3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

\  0^  Direct  Connections  with  aii  Raiiroads  Entering  the  Region. 

(  Quotations  Freight  Rates  Pamphlets  o'ivins  fuii  information  promptly  furnished  upon  application. 
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HARRtsoN  Mininr  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 

Best  Combination  for  Mining  Operations. 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years’ 
Service. 

1600 
Machines 
in  nse. 

1315 
sq  .  ft.  in 
9  honrs. 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 

RECORD: 

17  years* 
continu¬ 
ous 

service, 
most  of 
time 
double 
shift. 


GEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY, 


Chicago,  Illinois. 


The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 

ENGINEERS,  FOUNDERS,  MACHINISTS, 

CHICAGO,  U.  S.  A. 

Sole  Manufacturers  (by  permission  of  Cunninghame  &  Co.)  of  the 

Luhrig  Patent  Machinery 
for  Washing 
and  Classifying  Coal. 


Tests  Made  and  Full 
Guarantees  Given  on 
The  Ash  and  Sulphur  in 
The  Washed  Coal. 


CATALOGUE 

Mailed  on  Application. 


THE  JEFFREY  RHAIN  GOAL  RUTTING  MACHINERY. 

All  Claims  Based  on  Actual  Results. 


Machinery  fully  covered  by  Guarantees. 

The  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter  will  produce  from 
100  percent  to  150  per  cent  more  coal  than  the 
puncher  machines  under  the  same  conditions. 

COMPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


Electric  Chain 

Electric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  Drills. 

Electric  Sheariug  Machines. 

Air  Sheariug  Machines. 


Coal  Cutter. 

Electric  l,.<ingwall  Machines. 
Air  Loiigwall  Machines. 
Electric  Locomotives. 

Electric  Pumps. 


Manufacturers  Dynamos  and  Motors.  Compressed  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 

THE  J£FFR!EY  MFG*.  CO.,  ■  Columbus,  Obio. 


The  Black  Diamond. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 

PUBUBHSO  W2BXI.T 

IN  THE  INTEREST  OP  THE  OOALi  IKDtTSTBY 
§r  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  COMHMT 

(dCOBFOBATED.) 

OFFICIAL  PAPER  OF  THE  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OP 

ILLINOIS  AND  WISCONSIN-Secretary, - 

-  THE  MICHICAN  RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCIATION-Secretary, 

James  T.  Eaman,  Detroit,  Mich.;  THE  WHOLESALE  AND 
RETAIL  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF  OHIO-Secretary, 
W.J. Ferguson,  Dayton,  Ohio;  and  THE  INDIANA  RETAIL  COAL 
ASSOCIATION-Secretary,  A.  C.  Hill,  Kendallville,  Ind. 
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SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE, 

Yearly  (in  advance), . $3.00 
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M M iif’iW HtW tS! M ini' B Sf Iff ,3 

We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  mine  owners,  workers,  B 
shippers  and  agents,  if  they  will  kindly,  from  time  to  time,  0 
furnish  such  intelligence  as  may  be  of  public  interest  to  the  H 
coal  trade,  when  it  comes  under  their  notice.  H 

AUk’jjyL’ JJpmCTMirawiro  u' m*  ^  w  w  iraimurpn  jF  un  n’  u’  ir  m'  ;t' m  iroli 


MARKET  REVIEW. 


The  anthracite  coal  market  in  the  West  is  in  better  shape  and 
it  has  gained  some  degree  of  strength  during  the  week.  Not  that 
there  is  any  more  new  business  being  done,  or  that  there  is  a  bet¬ 
ter  inquiry,  but  the  company’s  agents  are  holding  their  own  be¬ 
cause  they  are  apparently  a  unit  in  making  the  same  quotations 
and  are  not  pressing  the  market.  This  latter  is  verified  by  the 
fact  that  there  are  few,  if  any,  salesmen  on  the  road  just  now.  In 
the  states  immediately  west  of  Illinois,  Buffalo  is  the  regular 
selling  price,  and  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  there  is  no  devia¬ 
tion.  In  the  territory  west  of  Chicago  there  is  at  present  little 
inquiry  or  demand  for  anthracite, as  the  larger  proportion  of  the 
dealers,  small  as  well  as  large,  bought  more  or  less  coal  at  the  re¬ 
duced  prices  current  in  July,  and  until  this  is  disposed  of  there 
will  be  little  new  business  at  the  current  rates.  It  is,  however, 
conceded  that  the  market  contains  elements  of  uncertainty  which 
are  discouraging,  a  prominent  one  being  the  effect  caused  by  the 
recent  big  reduction,  which  afforded  all  buyers  between  Chicago 
and  the  Missouri  river  the  opportunity  to  stock  a  sufficient  ton¬ 
nage  of  coal  to  supply  all  late  summer  and  early  fall  demands  of 
consumers.  Naturally  this  will  create  a  dull,  quiet  market  during 
August,  which  may  possibly  be  extended  into  the  earlier  days  of 
September.  The  coal  sold  in  July  will,  to  some  extent,  be  a  men¬ 
ace  to  sales  agents  until  it  is  distributed  to  the  trade  or  sold  to 
consumers.  There  is  some  little  coal  being  sold,  but  the  tonnage 
is  very  light,  and  it  is  almost  safe  to  say  that  it  does  not  bring 
full  circular. 

Bituminous  coal,  though  not  even  in  fair  demand,  begins  to 
show  some  improvement  as  compared  with  a  month  ago— early 


in  July;  and  the  prospect  of  peace  has  already  imparted  a  more 
cheerful  feeling  among  producers  and  operators,  as  they  feel  cer¬ 
tain  that  in  its  wake  will  follow  increased  activity  in  all  branches 
of  the  trade  which  will  greatly  augment  the  consumption  of  fuel. 
This  in  turn  should,  and  probably  will,  enable  operators  to  obtain 
somewhat  better  figures  for  their  product  than  is  at  present  possi¬ 
ble;  but  today  prices  are  improving  and  there  is  already  a  mani¬ 
fest  disposition  to  take  a  firmer  stand.  Concessions  which  would 
be  readily  granted  a  month  or  six  weeks  ago  are  being  with¬ 
drawn  altogether  or  yielded  very  tardily  or  flatly  refused. 
Threshing  coal  is  still  called  for,  mostly  to  piece  out  the  season, 
and  the  tonnage  this  year  shows  a  gratifying  increase  generally, 
though  some  districts  have  shown  a  falling  off,  yet  on  the  whole 
it  has  been  satisfactory.  Commercial  coal  begins  to  show  some 
gain,  but  the  movement  is  still  rather  slow.  Steam  coal  is  in 
somewhat  better  demand  and  there  is  quite  an  improvement  in 
the  inquiry  generally.  There  are  rumors  of  fresh  trouble  break¬ 
ing  out  in  the  Pittsburg  district,  both  river  and  railroad  mines. 
The  movement  of  cannel  coal  is  becoming  more  active  and  the 
outlook  is  regarded  as  more  favorable  for  increased  tonnage.  All 
the  better  grades  of  bituminous  coal  remain  firm. 

Coke  continues  in  fair  demand,  though  there  is  still  some  irreg¬ 
ularity  as  regards  prices.  The  outlook  for  increased  consumption 
in  metallurgical  operations  is  looked  upon  as  very  satisfactory. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  continued  dullness  in 
the  anthracite  coal  market,  and  that  while  some  of  the  companies 
note  a  little  better  business,  the  trade  generally  has  not  improved 
to  any  extent.  It  is  apparent  from  the  lack  of  inquiry  and  the 
few  orders  coming  forward  that  dealers  have  sufficient  coal  on 
hand  to  supply  the  present  light  demand.  Little  change  is  ex¬ 
pected  until  consumers  commence  buying  and  laying  in  winter 
stocks,  and  so  create  some  activity  wholesale  through  the  retail 
trade.  The  far  East  is  taking  some  coal,  but  the  orders  are  not 
large  and  mostly  taken  at  low  prices  by  the  individual  operators. 
All  rail  business  is  also  quiet  and  not  up  to  the  normal,  but  prices 
show  more  firmness.  The  market  will  be  strengthened  considera¬ 
bly  if  the  shipments  are  kept  within  the  estimated  requirements. 
The  steam  sizes  are  weak  and  prices  are  on  the  down  grade.  The 
seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  quiet  but  steady.  The  far  East  is  tak¬ 
ing  coal  quite  regularly  for  the  most  part  to  apply  on  contracts. 
Long  Island  Sound  business  shows  a  slight  improvement  and  a 
little  better  inquiry  for  coal.  Shipments  thence  are  from  the 
lower  ports  on  account  of  the  advantage  in  ocean  freights.  New 
York  harbor  trade  is  quiet  but  steady.  All  rail  trade  is  slow  and 
prices  are  very  low.  The  only  new  and  favorable  feature  is  the 
increase  in  the  export  trade.  The  strike  of  the  Welsh  miners  has 
enabled  producers  of  the  better  grades  of  steam  coal  to  obtain  an 
entrance  into  foreign  markets.  This  is  especially  notable  in 
South  America,  which  heretofore  has  been  supplied  from  abroad. 
As  that  market  naturally  belongs  to  North  America,  it  is  there 
the  trade  should  be  extended  and  cultivated  as  much  as  possible. 
Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  slow  and  irregular. 

West  Virginia  advices  are  that  heavy  shipments  of  coal  to  the 
West  from  the  Fairmont  region  continue  and  are  a  little  heavier 
than  last  week.  The  mines  in  this  region  are  working  nearly  up 
to  capacity  and  more  men  are  being  given  employment.  On  the 
West  Virginia  Central  there  is  some  improvement  over  the  condi¬ 
tions  which  have  prevailed  for  the  past  few  weeks.  Demand  for 
coal  at  the  seaboard  is  steadily  increasing,  and  nearly  all  mines 
are  running  full.  On  the  Norfolk  &  Western  every  mine  is  at 
work  and  shipments  are  up  to  the  capacity  of  the  railroads  to 
handle  the  coal.  Western  shipments  are  heavy  and  steadily 
growing,  the  same  applies  to  eastern  business.  A  good  deal  of 
coal  is  going  out  of  the  Kanawha  and  New  River  Valleys.  In  the 
New  River  region  western  shipments  are  lighter,  but  to  the  east 
they  are  steady  and  strong  and  all  mines  are  working. 

Our  Cincinnati  correspondent  reports  a  very  much  unsettled 
condition  of  the  market  due  to  the  large  receipts  of  river  coal 
from  Pittsburg  and  the  Kanawha  Valley.  Prices  are  lower  and 
the  immediate  outlook  is  anything  but  inspiring. 

Market  Review  continued  on  page  182. 
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I  EASTEHN  OEEU  E  OE  THE  HLACK  DIAMOM).  | 

29  LIBERTY  STREET,  NEW  YORK  CITY.  ^ 

PRICES  F.  O.  H.  NEW  YORK  SHII’PING  PORTS. 

August  io,  i8q8. 

Broken  EgS-  Stove.  Nut 

Companies  free  Burning 


White  Ash .  $3-65  $3-90  $4- 15  §3-90 

STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . $2.oo-$2.6o 

Buckwheat .  1.65-  1.90 

Rice .  1.30-  1.45 

AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 

White  ash . $5.00 

Pink  ash .  5.50 

Red  ash .  5.75 


The  dullness  which  has  characterized  the  anthracite  co  il  trade  for  some 
weeks  past  continues  without  much  change  -Some  of  the  interests  report  a 
little  Detter  business,  but  the  general  idea  is  that  so  far  trade  has  not  improved 
to  any  appreciable  ecient.  The  few  orders  that  are  coming  into  the  market 
show  no  snip  or  eagerness  to  get  coil  and  in  c  insequence  little  benefit 
is  derived  therefrom.  The  fact  is  that  d^ialers  in  most  instances  have 
sufiicient  coal  on  hand  to  supply  what  little  demand  is  made  on  them 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  when  more  thought  is  given  to  getting  away  from 
the  torrid  heat  th  111  to  buy  coal,  and  the  belief  is  that  business  will  be  dull 
until  the  consumers  return  from  their  summer  outings  and  create  a 
demand  through  ihe  retail  tr.ide.  The  far  East  is  making  a  little 
more  intiuiiy  for  coal,  but  only  a  few  sporadic  orders  have  resulted  from  this 
which  are  being  taken  by  the  individual  operators  who  are  making  the  lowest 
figures.  Considerable  coal  is  going  westward  to  fill  the  orders  that  were  taken 
at  the  cut  prices  and  it  is  thought  that  shipments  on  this  business  will  continue 
for  some  time  yet.  All  r.iil  tr.ide  is  (]uiet  ana  hardly  up  to  what  is  expected  of 
it  at  thi-  seas  ai  of  the  year.  Prices  which  were  cut  on  this  business  are  some¬ 
what  i  rmer,  .md  there  is  not  that  desire  manifest  to  take  orders  at  any  prices 
so  lor  g  as  tliey  beat  tlie  other  fellow  as  there  was  some  time  ago. 

The  t  image  we  u/iderstand  is  being  kept  well  within  the  demands,  and 
shou  d  the  actual  shipments  for  the  present  month  come  as  near  the  estimated 
I  equiremeiits  as  they  did  m  the  month  of  July,  considerable  strength  will  be 
given  the  market,  as  stocks  are  gradually  being  reduced  The  output  for  July 
was  approximately  3,700,000  tons,  being  275,000  tons  less  than  for  the  corre¬ 
sponding  Ill  mth  of  1897. 

The  various  selling  interests  are  appirently  all  better  satisfied  with  the 
present  status  of  the  trade  and  express  a  desire  of  getting  more  money  for 
their  product  when  actual  buying  sets  in  and  schedule  figures  are  firmer  than 
they  are.  The  steam  sizes  are  showing  a  weakness  and  prices  are  gradually 
being  reduced. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  working  along  quietly  without 
much  change.  Orders  m  fair  quantities  are  coming  forward  which  keeps  the 
mines  working  at  a  little  under  full  time.  The  far  East  is  sending  most  of  the 
orders  forward,  as  has  been  the  case  for  some  time  past.  The  principal  part 
of  these  orders  come  in  upon  old  contracts,  but  there  are  a  few  orders  being 
taken  for  single  cargoes  at  prevailing  prices  which  is  new  business.  Sound 
business  is  possibly  slightly  better  than  it  has  been  and  is  showing  a 
little  more  iiujuiry  for  coal  than  it  did.  Shipments  to  this  territory  are 
coming  almost  entirely  from  the  lower  ports,  on  account  of  the  advantage 
in  ocean  freights.  New  York  harbor  trade  is  (]uiet  and  is  taking  about  its 
usual  quota  of  coal.  All  rail  trade  does  not  show  quite  the  amount  of  tonnage 
that  it  should,  and  prices  are  very  low.  About  the  only  new  feature  in  the 
market  is  the  export  trade.  The  recent  strike  among  the  Welsh  miners  has 
permitted  several  of  our  producers  of  the  better  grades  of  coal  to  gain  an  en¬ 
trance  into  foreign  markets,  especially  South  America,  that  has  heretofore 
be^n  controlled  by  foreign  coals,  and  these  producers  are  seeking  methods  to 
retain  the  trade  they  have  so  gamed,  their  coal  having  been  tried  and  proven 
satisfactory.  This  is  a  field  that  properly  belongs  to  us  and  we  have  contended 
for  years  that  it  was  in  these  territories  that  we  should  extend  our  market. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  continues  slow  and  irregular,  shippers 
not  being  able  to  calculate  on  what  to  expect.  This  has  been  brought  about 
to  a  large  extent  by  the  detention  of  vessels  by  the  fogs,  as  no  shippers  have 
large  lots  of  coal  in  cars  standing,  and  the  railroads  being  adverse  to  forward¬ 
ing  off  the  laterals  any  further  shipments  of  coal,  so  that  when  vessels  do  ar¬ 
rive  to  take  the  coal  standing,  it  takes  a  day  or  two  to  get  the  coal  on  sidings 
on  the  laterals  started  forward.  Car  supply  is  plentiful,  the  usual  embargoes 
to  foreign  roads  being  maintained.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels 
are  arriving  in  better  supply  than  they  have  done  for  the  last  week  or  ten  days, 
they  having  been  kept  b  ick  by  the  fogs  in  the  East.  The  current  rates  of 
freight  are  about  the  same  as  last  week,  from  Philadelphia  to  Boston,  Salem 
and  Portland,  60;  Providence,  New  Bedford  and  the  Sound,  50;  Wareham, 
Lynn  and  Newbury  port,  70;  Portsmouth,  Bath  and  Bangor,  6o@65 ;  Dover,  90 
and  towage;  Saco,  80  and  towage  Gardiner,  65^70  and  towage;  Baltimore, 
Norfolk  and  Newport  News  five  cents  above  these  rates. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  Si. 60  to 
$1.75  f.o.b.  Philadelphia,  $1.25  to  $1.50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  $1  65  to 
Si. 75  on  the  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  $2. 10 
to  $2  20  on  the  higher  grades,  and  $1.60  to  Si -75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


Our  West  Virginia  correspondent  states  that:  “While  the  coke  ship¬ 
ments  from  the  Connellsville  region  are  normal,  an  increasing  amount  of  coke 
is  being  shipped  from  the  Pocahontas  region.  The  carrying  of  coke  is  heav¬ 
ier  for  the  Biltimore  &  Ohio  this  year  than  last,  the  increase  amounting  to 
about  fifty  cars  a  day.  An  evidence  of  the  increasing  shipments  from  the 
Pocahontas  field  is  found  m  the  case  of  the  Illinois  Steel  Co.  This  concern 
has  125  cars  delivered  to  it  at  Chicago  daily  by  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
from  the  Connellsville  district  and  receives  twice  that  amount  of  the  Pocahon¬ 
tas  product." 


PHILADELPHIA. 

Augu.st  io,  i8q8. 

There  is  little  news  of  interest  to  report  in  the  anthracite  coal  trade;  new 
business  is  practically  ml  and  a  general  backwardness  is  noticeable  on  all 
sides.  The  only  encouraging  feature  is  the  distinctly  hopeful  feeling  on  the 
part  of  the  companies  which  may  shortly  develop  into  buoyancy  should  there 
be  any  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  buyer  to  place  faith  in  the  present  market. 
Up  to  now,  however,  there  has  been  no  expression  of  confidence  sufficient  to 
induce  any  buying  and  dealers  are  apparently  satisfied  to  shop  the  market  and 
watch  for  further  developments  before  laying  in  their  season’s  supply.  It  is 
not  believed  that  much  business  will  be  done  for  another  month  or  six  weeks, 
or  until  householders  return  from  their  summer  vacation  and  make  a  demand 
for  their  fall  and  winter’s  stock.  Shipments  to  the  West  continue  heavy,  which 
it  is  thought  will  continue  for  some  time  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  much 
larger  quantity  of  coal  was  sold  at  the  reduced  figures  than  was  at  first  be¬ 
lieved.  Trade  along  New  Eiijlaiid  points  keeps  dull,  and  outside  of  an  occa¬ 
sional  cargo  for  mixed  s  ze  evidently  to  piece  out  with,  there  is  nothing  doing. 
Buyers  are  apparently  determ  ned  to  hold  off  until  the  last  minute,  feeling  that 
an  advance  in  prices  is  doubtful  and  little  can  be  gained  by  making  early  pur¬ 
chases.  Line  trade  proper  is  ([uiet  and  hardly  up  to  what  is  expected  at  this 
season.  Prices,  however,  are  tnought  to  be  somewhat  firmer  than  they  were 
which  may  result  in  stimulating  this  trade  very  shortly. 

The  amount  to  be  mined  fo'  the  month  of  July  is  reported  to  be  approxi¬ 
mately  3,700,000  tons,  which  is  only  100,000  tons  in  excess  of  the  estimated  re¬ 
quirements.  This  would  indicate  the  harmony  in  which  the  companies  are 
working  at  the  pres  nt  time,  which  no  doubt  will  be  continued  throughout  the 
present  month,  and  will  do  more  to  strengthen  the  market  than  anything 
else. 

In  the  bituminous  market  trade  continues  very  quiet.  The  orders  com¬ 
ing  forward  continue  to  be  chiefly  on  season  contracts  with  an  occasional  order 
for  a  single  cargo  that  may  be  called  transient  business.  This,  although 
hardly  up  to  what  was  expected  earlier  in  the  season,  is  enough  to  keep  the 
mines  working  along  on  a  fair  tonnage.  The  far  East  is  taking  comparatively 
the  most  coal.  Points  on  this  side  of  Cape  Cod  are  calling  for  little  coal,  but 
what  tonnage  is  going  forward  is  shipped  from  Philadelphia  on  account  of  the 
advantage  in  ocean  freights.  The  shipments  from  the  further  lower  ports 
have  shown  some  pretty  high  figures  in  the  past  few  weeks,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  ocean  freights  are  about  as  low  from  those  ports  as  from  Philadelphia, 
instead  of  the  usual  difference  of  5  to  10  cents,  which  has  called  for  increased 
tonnages  from  thence.  The  increased  shipments  of  coal  to  foreign  ports  is 
reaching  a  point  where  iti-i  altraciing  attention,  and  as  the  requirements 
in  every  instance  have  been  carefully  studied,  and  our  coals  so  far  as  we  can 
hear  are  entirely  satisfactorv.  Efforts  no  doubt  will  be  made  to  retain  this 
trade  and  to  further  extend  the  market  for  American  coals. 

Transportation  is  slow  and  where  ttie  shipper  wants  good  dispatch  in 
loading,  is  anything  but  satisfactory.  Car  supply  is  up  to  all  demands.  In 
ihe  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  in  better  supply,  owing  to  the  less 
foggy  weather  which  has  permitted  the  arrival  of  vessels  from  the  East,  mak¬ 
ing  rates  weak.  We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  as  follows  from  Philadel¬ 
phia;  to  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland, 60;  Sound  ports,  50;  Wareham,  Lynn  and 
Newburyport,  70;  Portsmouth,  Bath  and  Bangor,  60-65;  Dover,  go  and  tow¬ 
age;  Saco,  80  and  towage;  Gardiner  65  to  70  and  towage. 


WHEELING,  \V.  YA. 

August  ii,  1898. 

The  past  week  has  brought  no  changes  worthy  of  note  in  this  city  or  in 
West  \drgima.  The  heavy  shipments  of  coal  to  the  west  from  the  Fairmont 
region  continue,  and  the  connecting  lines  crossing  the  Ohio  river  here,  are 
kept  busy  transferring  coal  from  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  to  the  Wheeling  & 
Lake  Erie,  and  the  Cleveland,  Loraine  &  Wheeling.  The  shipments  are,  if 
anything,  a  little  h  lavier  than  last  week,  although  that  week  was  up  to  that 
time  the  record  breaker. 

Locally,  there  is  no  change,  except  a  small  increase  in  the  demand  for 
coke,  owing  to  the  res  imption  of  furnaces  in  the  Wheeling  district.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  coal  is  a  little  stronger,  owing  to  increased  output  of  steel,  iron  and 
glass,  in  the  Wheeling  district,  but  the  effect  of  the  increase  can  hardly  be 
noticed  on  the  output  of  the  mines,  or  the  number  of  men  employed. 

Fairmont  operators  continue  working  nearly  up  to  capacity,  and  they  are 
s’nipping  it  as  fast  as  it  is  loaded.  A  few  more  men  have  been  put  to  work 
the  past  week,  but  the  increase  is  small,  that  is,  small  over  last  week.  There 
is  some  coke  making  in  the  Fairmont  region,  but  it  is  not  an  important  item 
in  the  industry  about  Fairmont.  The  coke  that  is  making  is  nearly  all  for 
the  purpose  of  finding  a  place  for  the  waste  from  the  mines  which  is  deemed 
unfit  for  shipment. 

On  the  West  'Virginia  Central  there  is  no  change  except  a  slight  improve¬ 
ment  over  the  conditions  which  have  prevailed  the  past  few  weeks.  Ship¬ 
ments  are  steady  and  strong,  and  about  all  the  dullness  which  resulted  from 
the  war  has  disappeared.  The  demand  tor  coal  to  be  reshipped  at  the  sea¬ 
board  is  growing  steadily,  and  the  rail  shipments  to  eastern  markets  shows 
considerable  improvement.  Nearly  all  the  mines  are  working  full  forces  and 
up  to  capacity. 

On  the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad,  the  good  times  which  have  been  the 
feature  for  so  long  continue.  Every  mine  in  the  region  is  at  work,  and  ship¬ 
ments  are  up  to  the  capacity  of  the  railroad  to  handle  the  coal.  Western 
shipments  are  strong,  and  growing  better  if  there  is  any  change.  Eastern 
shipments  are  steaily  and  strong.  There  has  been  a  slight  falling  off  in  the 
demand  created  by  the  war,  but  it  is  being  made  up  for  by  increased  calls  for 
coal  for  manufacturing  and  steam  trade  in  the  East. 

In  the  Kanawha  Valley,  the  rise  of  last  week  has  let  out  about  all  the 
river  coal  that  was  loaded,  and  the  mines  will  be  busy  for  several  weeks  re¬ 
filling  boats  and  preparing  for  the  next  rise.  There  are  some  heavy  ship¬ 
ments  to  the  West  via  the  Kanawha  &  Michican  railroad,  and  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  railroad  continues  to  handle  a  good  deal  of  coal.  In  the  New 
River  Valley  business  is  brisk,  but  not  as  strong  as  in  some  other  regions. 
Western  shipments  are  lighter,  but  Eastern  shipments  are  steady  and  strong. 
All  the  mines  are  working. 
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I  CHICAGO  MARKET. 

Locally,  anthracite  coal  either  at  wholesale  or  retail  is  very  quiet,  and 
there  is  very  little  new  business  being  secured  at  the  advanced  prices.  Those 
dealers  and  consumers  who  failed  to  buy  in  July,  and  it  is  believed  that  few  of 
the  former  neglected  to  take  in  some  coal,  are  not  at  all  likely  to  make  pur¬ 
chases  until  later  in  the  year.  It  would  not  be  at  all  surprising  if  the  tardy 
ones  postponed  taking  in  their  coal  until  compelled  to  do  so  in  October  and 
November,  while  those  of  the  dealers  who  supplied  themselves  will  have  no 
occasion  to  restock  for  at  least  some  weeks  to  come.  For  the  time  being  the 
jobbers  who  bought  largely  in  July  have  the  best  of  the  trade  just  now,  as  they 
can  and  do  shade  the  present  circular  of  j55.oo@5.25  for  broken  and  the 
domestic  sizes  respectively,  and  still  have  a  living  margin  left  for  themselves. 
However  it  is  not  believed  that  there  is  any  large  amount  of  this  cheap  coal 
left  on  the  market, but  while  it  is  being  offered  the  companies’  sales  agents  will 
feel  its  effect.  The  Chicago  market  has  however  gained  somewhat  in  firmness 
during  the  week,  simply  because  the  big  shippers  are  unanimous  in  quoting 
full  circular  to  inquiring  buyers,  but  are  making  very  few  sales.  Retail  trade 
is  dull  at  $6.oo@6.25  and  it  is  currently  rumored  that  those  figures  are  shaded 
on  cash  business. 

Bituminous  coal  as  yet  shows  only  a  little  improvement  either  in  demand 
or  price,  but  the  impression  prevails  that  it  is  holding  its  own,  and  that  at  this 
time  of  the  year  is  considered  satisfactory.  As  peace  with  Spain  is  now  a 
foregone  conclusion,  there  is  every  prospect  of  an  early  resumption  of  those 
manufacturing  industries  throughout  the  city  and  suburbs  which  had  been 
shut  down  temporarily  or  have  been  working  on  short  time  for  several  months. 
Inquiry  for  coal  from  some  of  these  is  already  in  the  market  and  the  general 
outlook  in  this  regard  is  very  cheering.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  reaction 
will  result  in  a  stronger  demand  for  steam  coal.  Operators  who  cater  spec¬ 
ially  to  the  threshing  trade  report  a  heavier  tonnage  moved  than  last  year, 
and  that  there  is  still  some  demand.  Commercial  coal  is  looking  up,  but  it  is 
not  yet  active  enough  to  be  felt  to  any  appreciable  extent.  Screenings  are  in 
moderate  demand  only  and  prices  are  easier.  Demand  for  cannel  coal  shows 
improvement  and  prices  are  steady.  Domestic  coal  continues  very  quiet  and 
little  is  looked  for  in  this  line  for  some  time. 

Foundry  coke  is  in  very  fair  request  for  this  time  of  the  year  and  pros¬ 
pects  are  considered  good  for  a  large  demand  a  little  later.  Prices  remain  ir¬ 
regular.  There  is  quite  a  demand  for  gas-house  coke  and  orders  are 
increasing. 


BOSTON,  IttASS. 

Aug.  10,  1898. 

The  same  activity  is  to  be  noted  in  the  anthracite  market.  The  feeling  is 
as  it  has  been  for  weeks.  To  wait  is  considered  wise  by  the  yard  men.  It  is 
stated  that  in  all  probability  there  will  be  an  advance  in  anthracite  coal  prices 
on  September  1  of  from  15  to  50  cents  a  ton  above  the  prices  which  are  now  rul¬ 
ing.  In  the  mean  time  trade  is  very  light,  and  the  companies  say  they  are 
maintaining  prices,  but  outside  operators  are  said  to  be  cutting  from  40  to  50c 
under  their  prices.  This  is  unquestionable  heavy. 

The  companies’  prices  on  free  burning  white  ash  coals,  net  New  York,  are 
as  follows:  Stove,  $4.oo@ — ;  egg,  $3.7S@3  80;  free  broken,  $3.50© — chestnut, 
$3.6o@3.65.  Individual  operators  sell  40@5o  cents  under  these  prices. 

Bituminous. — There  is  very  little  transpiring  that  is  new.  Trade  is  light 
and  prices  are  unchanged. 

George’s  Creek  Cumberland,  $1.75© - per  ton,  Clearfield  $1.45©!. 55  at 

Philadelphia;  and  Baltimore,  Si.70@i.75:  New  River  and  Pocahontas  coals 
- @$1.75  at  Newport  News  and  Norfolk. 

Freight  Rates  are  unchanged,  the  same  old  midsummer  rates  prevail¬ 
ing. 

Rates  are  as  follows:  From  New  York,  40©45c;  from  Philadelphia, 
60© — c;  from  Baltimore  65@7oc;  from  Newport  News,  6o@  — c,  and  from  Nor¬ 
folk,  6o@ — . 

Retail  Trade. — A  large  number  of  small  orders  make  a  fair  aggregate 
for  early  August.  Prices  are  in  buyers’  favor. 

\Ve  quote:  Stove,  — @$500;  nut,  $4  75@5-75:  egg,— ©$4.75;  furnace, 
- @4.50:  Franklin  stove,  $6.25@6.5o;  Lehigh,  egg,  $5.25@5.5o;  Lehigh  fur¬ 
nace,  - @$5.00;  soft  coal,  $3.00© —  Shamokin,  $4.75@5.oo. 


DULUTH  AND  SUPERIOR. 

August  10,  1898. 

The  higher  price  of  hard  coal  has  caused  a  falling  off  in  business  and  the 
trade  is  very  quiet  now.  Hard  coal  is  quoted  at  $5.25.  Hocking  at  $2.25,  and 
Youghiogheny  at  $2.35. 

Coal  is  coming  in  steadily  and  the  docks  are  fairly  well  filled  with  both 
hard  and  soft. 

The  school  board  has  awarded  the  contract  for  coal  for  the  coming  year  to 
the  Northwestern  Fuel  Company. 

The  State  of  Minnesota  a  few  days  ago  opened  bids  for  the  coal  supply  of 
the  various  state  institutions, but  the  contract  has  not  yet  been  awarded.  The 
state  uses  about  36,000  tons. 

The  movement  of  coal  out  of  the  head  of  the  lakes  in  July  was  as  follows: 
Duluth,  1,807  tons;  Superior,  4,000  tons;  total,  5,814  tons. 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

August  11,  1898. 

The  coal  market  in  Buffalo  remains  quiet  and  featureless  so  far  as  local 
demand  is  concerned,  but  the  shipping  demand  for  anthracite  is  active,  and 
shipments  would  be  greater  if  vessels  were  more  plentiful.  Prices  of  coal  re¬ 
mained  unchanged  as  follows: 

For  anthracite  coal,  wholesale  prices  in  cars  at  Buffalo  or  Suspension 
Bridge,  2,240  pounds,  $4  for  grate;  S4.25  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut.  These 
quota.tions  are  50  cents  lower  than  prices  on  January  i. 

For  anthracite  coal,  2,240  pounds  delivered  free  on  board  of  vessels  at 
Buffalo,  prices  on  May  i  were:  $4.30  for  grate;  $4.55  for  egg,  stove  and  chest¬ 
nut;  retail,  within  the  city  limits,  2,000  pounds  delivered.  May  i,  §4.50  on  grate; 
$4  75  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  and  S4  for  pea.  Blossberg  sells  at  $4. 

For  bituminous  coal,  2,000  pounds  car  lots  on  track,  Buffalo,  Allegheny 
region,  screened  lump,  $1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  gi. 50;  run  of  mine,  $1.40; 
nut  and  slack  mixed,Si. 25;  slack, $1.15.  Reynoldsville  region,  screened  lump, 
Si, 60;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  $1.60;  run  of  mine,  $1.50;  nut  and  slack  mixed, 
Si.30;  slack.  Si. 20.  Pittsburg  region,  screened  lump,  Si.70;  lump  and  nut 
mixed,  Si.6o;  run  of  mine,  S1.50;  nut,  Si-So;  slack.  Si. 20.  Fairmont  region, 
screened  lump,  S1.70;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  Si.6o;  run  of  mine,  $1.50;  slack, 
$1.20.  Mercer  County  region,  screened  lump,  $1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed. 
Si. 50;  run  of  mine,  Si.4o;slack,Si.i5.  Briar  Hill  region,  screened  lump,  $3-35; 
Cannel  coal.  No.  i,  $4. 

Coke  is  quoted  at  $3- 15  for  Reynoldsville  and  $4.05  for  Connells ville  per 
net  ton  in  car  lots  on  tracks. 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  August  6,  aggre¬ 
gated  98,900  tons,  the  largest  of  the  season  so  far.  The  shipments  were  dis¬ 
tributed  as  follows:  Chicago,  31,550;  Milwaukee.  28,270;  Duluth,  19,100;  Su¬ 
perior,  500;  Toledo,  3,350;  Lake  Linden,  2,500;  Saginaw,  580;  Green  Bay,  700; 
Bay  City,  600;  St.  Joseph,  800;  Racine,  12,000;  Portage,  1,050;  Marquette, 
2,500;  Sheboygan,  6,200.  As  compared  with  the  preceding  week,  the  feature 
of  this  week’s  report  is  the  increase  in  the  shipments  to  the  head  of  Lake  Su¬ 
perior. 

Freight  rates  are  as  follows:  Chicago,3oc;  Milwaukee,  30c;  Duluth,  25c; 
Superior,  25c;  Toledo,  20c;  Racine,  35c;  Lake  Linden,  25c;  Saginaw,  35c; 
Marquette,  25c;  S heboygan,  30c;  Portage,  25c;  St.  Joseph,  50c;  Green  Bay, 
30c;  Bay  City,  25c. 

The  general  lake  situation  may  be  summed  up  as  follows:  Ore  shipments 
for  July  and  August  may  show  some  falling  off  as  compared  with  the  first  two 
months  of  the  season.  On  the  other  hand  the  Chicago  grain  movement  for 
these  months  has  proved  heavier  than  was  expected.  If  the  grain  movement 
holds  out  during  the  present  month,  and  there  is  now  every  prospect  that  it 
will,  the  fall  movement  of  ore  and  grain  will  keep  vessels  busy,  and  a  large 
increase  of  freight  rates  all  around  may  fairly  be  expected.  Vessel  men  are 
looking  for  something  of  this  kind. 

In  view  of  the  large  amount  of  coal  now  moved  to  the  Portage  district, 
the  following  item,  showing  the  facilities  for  handling  the  same  at  that  point, 
is  of  interest.  Facilities  for  unloading  coal  in  the  Portage  lake  district  have 
for  a  long  time  past  been  much  behind  other  districts  on  Lake  Superior,  but 
it  would  seem  that  if  the  new  docks  of  the  copper  region  are  completed 
shortly  there  will  be  less  delay  of  vessels  there  during  the  fall.  The  new 
dock  of  the  Calumet  and  Hecla  Company  at  Lake  Linden  is  entirely  of 
steel,  and  will  have  a  storage  capacity  of  200,000  tons.  The  plant  was  erected 
by  the  C.  W.  Hunt  Co.  There  are  twelve  ot  their  coal  hoists,  using  the  hand- 
filled  buckets,  and  also  five  steel  tower  hoists,  fitted  with  two  ton  steam 
shovels,  each  operated  by  a  hundred  and  forty  horse  power  steam  engine. 
There  are  also  on  the  wharves  between  50  and  60  automatic  railway  tracks. 
Each  of  the  five  shovels  carries  two  tons  and  will  make  a  round  trip  in  forty- 
five  seconds,  so  that  the  amount  of  coal  that  can  be  taken  out  is  evidently 
very  great. 

Trade  papers  in  the  East  continue  to  discuss  the  general  situation  of  the 
anthracite  coal  business,  and  all  kinds  ot  suggestions  are  made  as  to  the  rem¬ 
edy  for  the  present  depression  in  the  anthracite  regions. 

1  he  Engineering  and  Mining  Journal  of  August  6,  1898,  has  a  very  inter¬ 
esting  article,  in  which  it  advocates  the  feasibility  of  converting  the  coal  into 
gas  near  the  mines,  and  conducting  the  same  through  pipes  to  the  seaboard 
cities.  The  interesting  experiment  of  H.  M.  Whitney  and  his  associates,  who 
are  arranging  to  supply  Boston  and  other  Massachusetts  cities  with  gas  for 
fuel  on  a  scale  which  will  reduce  the  consumption  of  coal  materially,  is 
referred  to.  The  question  of  cost  of  pipe  lines,  pressure,  rate  of  flow,  etc.,  is 
discussed  in  an  interesting  manner.  The  article  is  well  worth  attention. 

As  was  stated  in  our  last  report,  the  river  miners  held  a  convention  a  short 
time  ago,  and  declared  for  a  strike  which  was  to  have  been  begun  on  last  Wed¬ 
nesday.  So  far,  however,  the  strike  has  not  materalized.  The  idea  was  to  en¬ 
force  the  Chicago  agreement.  The  operators  did  not  seem  to  be  scared  at  the 
threatened  strike,  and  they  held  all  along  that  it  would  amount  to  nothing.  It 
is  stated  that  about  500  men  in  the  third  pool  laid  off  work  for  a  day  or  two. 

The  coal  trade  is  very  dull  on  the  Wheeling  division  ot  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  railroad.  Very  few  mines  are  running.  It  is  stated  that  competition  in 
the  markets  and  the  trade  encroachments  of  other  districts  have  compelled  a 
number  of  the  mines  on  this  line  to  close  down.  The  only  one  in  active  opera¬ 
tion  beyond  Snowden,  is  the  Eclipse,  operated  by  Osborne,  Saeger  &  Co. 

The  Corinellsville  coke  trade  was  a  little  better  than  that  of  the  previous 
week.  Production  increased  over  3,000  tons,  the  total  being  145,468  tons. 
Shipments  were  125,307  tons,  an  increase  of  969  over  the  previous  week. 
Prices  show  no  change. 

PITTSBURB,  Pii. 

August  II,  1898. 

After  a  long  wait  the  Monongahela  coal  shippers  have  been  favored  with 
water  and  during  the  past  week  about  8,000,000  bushels  were  sent  down  to  the 
lower  markets.  There  is  still  a  great  deal  of  coal  ready,  for  shipment,  but 
most  of  it  is  loaded  for  Mississippi  markets  and  will  require  a  higher  stage  of 
water.  The  local  demand  for  coal  continues  about  as  it  was  at  last  report, 
and  river  coal  is  still  quoted  at  4c.  per  bushel  for  lump,  3l4c.  for  run-of-mine 
and  2j4  for  slack.  In  the  railroad  district  the  mines  are  fairly  busy,  and  no 
material  change  in  the  situation  has  been  reported.  The  price  for  railroad  coal 
at  the  mine  is  still  82c.  per  ton,  the  local  price  being  25c.  higher. 


1S2 


The  Black  Diamond 


[August  1 


dXCINXATI,  0. 

August  io,  1898. 

This  market  is  all  upside  dawn  this  week  on  account  of  the  almost  unpre¬ 
cedentedly  large  coal  shipment  from  Pittsburg  during  ihe  usual  low- water  sea¬ 
son.  The  marnet  was  just  beginning  to  improve  under  natural  conditions 
when  this  rise  in  the  river  came,  and  one  can  easily  imagine  the  state  of  affairs 
the  sudden  addition  of  ro, 0000, 000  bushels  of  coal  to  the  stock  on  hand  would 
cause.  Fully  8,000,000  bushels  of  coal  were  sent  awav  from  Pittsburg,  and 
over  2,000,000  more  found  its  way  here  from  the  Kanawha  River.  As  yet  the 
market  is  unsettled,  but  there  is  every  likelihood  of  coal  selling  at  4>^c  a 
bushel  wholesale  ado  It  in  barges.  Pittsburg  coal  rules  the  market,  and  with 
it,  come  down  the  various  grades  of  Kanawha  coal  and  rail  coal.  Pittsburg 
coal  had  been  firm  at  5c  a  b  ishel,  and  Kanawha  at  4f^c  to  5c;  but  no  man  liv¬ 
ing  can  tell  wh.it  it  will  sell  for  next  week,  especially  if  an  agreement  is 
reached  to  sell  for  a  certain  price.  Nut  and  slack  got  up  to  4c  a  bushel  before 
the  rise  in  the  river,  but  it  is  now  selling  freely  at  3l4c.  Rail  coal  is  hardly 
le.'-s  demoralized  than  river  i  oal,  hut  Si. 75  a  ton  on  cars  here  is  the  universal 
asking  pi  ic'-*.  Anthracite  is  fairly  active  at  an  average  of  $5. 50a  ton  delivered. 
Soft  coal  delivered  is  still  selling  at  Si.85@2.oo  a  ton. 


(  ONXELLSVILLK,  TA. 

August  g,  i8q8. 

The  Fourier  says:  “The  coke  trade  as  regards  volume  presents  little  that 
is  new.  The  region  maintains  us  place  as  a  leader,  and  the  activity  consider- 
mgthe  times  is  not  at  all  disheartening,  ahhough  the  operators  would  be  glad 
to  fire  more  ovens  and  make  heavier  sh'[)ments.  This  they  could  probably  do 
in  the  fall  or  at  pr.  sent  even  for  the  fall  tr.ide,  but  not  without  concessions 
which  they  do  not  seem  willing  to  make.  Coke  at  some  western  cities  is  still 
reported  scaice  for  domestic  use,  but  the  orders  referred  to  are  in  most  cases 
the  kind  that  are  filled  by  ihe  manufacturers  of  gas  coke  made  in  the  West.” 

Freight  lates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption  are  as  follows: 


To  Columbus.  O. . . 
To  Ellwood,  Iiid . . 
To  Louisville,  Ky. 
To  Chicaco  III.... 


$0.55 

To  St.  Louis,  Mo . 

. 82.90 

,1.10 

To  East  St.  Louis . 

. 2.25 

.1.40 

To  Cairo,  111 . 

. 3.80 

..1.75 

To  loliet.  Ill . 

. 2.25 

..‘2.10 

To  Peoria,  111 . 

. 2.25 

..1.75 

To  Baltimore . 

. 1.95 

..2.05 

To  Boston . 

. 3.50 

..1.45 

To  Montreal,  Can . 

. 3.9TK 

..2  25 

To  New  York . 

. 2.94 

2  1=^ 

..2  25 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

August  6,  1898. 

During  the  week  there  have  been  the  following  local  deliveries  of  coal : 
seven  cargoes  from  Washington  with  18,430  tons,  three  from  British  Columbia 
9423  tons,  four  from  Australia  9994  tons,  one  from  Baltimore  3107;  total  40,954 
tons.  The  generous  arrivals  this  week  have  eased  the  market  materially ;  some 
of  the  Australian  was  needed  badly  to  fill  contracts.  There  are  nine  cargoes 
of  Australian  amounting  to  about  26,000  tons  which  should  arrive  within  the 
next  thirty  days;  this  will  provide  for  all  pressing  wants.  New  names  for 
vessels  to  load  are  not  being  added  to  the  Australian  list  as  fast  as  they  arrive 
here,  henre  the  chartered  list  is  shrinking  somewhat.  Late  cables  state  that 
tonnage  is  scarce,  and  asking  rates  show  no  decline;  furthermore  favorable 
rains  m  the  Colonies  w'ill  insure  a  bountiful  grain  product  which  will  require 
tonnage  to  move  a  few  months  hence,  thus  causing  a  further  stiffening  of 
freights  for  coal.  Still  it  is  difficult  to  educate  large  consumers  here  into  the 
belief  that  cert.iin  existing  conditions  in  Australia  and  England  must  assuredly 
produce  certain  results  in  the  delivery  cost  of  fuel.  They  prefer  to  hazard  the 
market  always,  and  wait  until  their  depleted  stocks  force  them  to  replenish  at 
high  figures.  Business  in  the  coal  line  is  transacted  now  on  a  different  plane 
to  formerly;  in  the  past,  occasional  cargoes  were  permitted  to  arrive  unsold, 
and  buyers  were  sought  after  arrival;  in  most  cases  they  had  the  sellers  com¬ 
pletely  at  their  mercy,  which  means  the  buyers  were  merciless.  Experience 
has  proved  a  costly  teacher,  and  all  cargoes  now  change  hands  before  arrival. 


ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

Aug.  II,  1898. 

The  greater  part  of  the  coal  rushed  in  the  latter  part  of  last  month  appears 
to  have  been  disposed  of,  and  receipts  at  East  St.  Louis  were  of  good  volume. 
The  movement  to  consumers  of  steam  coal  is  showing  considerable  improve¬ 
ment,  but  domestic  business  is  naturally  very  light.  Prices  are  becoming  a 
little  more  settled,  and  it  is  possible  this  week  to  make  quotations  that  are 
fairly  representative  of  the  market,  although  there  is  a  good  deal  of  shading 
being  done. 

Bituminous  is  quoted  as  follows,  in  car  lots,  f.o.b.  East  St.  Louis:  Big  Muddy, 
$i.87}4;Trenton,gi.62>^;  Second  grades, $.1.35;  Mt.01ive,Si.io;  Standard, $1.00. 

The  anthracite  is  considerably  stronger  as  to  prices.  S5.00  for  broken  and 
$5.25  for  smaller  sizes,  being  the  general  car  lot  quotations, East  St.  Louis, 
while  these  prices  are  reported  as  shaded  in  some  instances,  while  some 
houses  state  that  they  are  holding  at  S5.25(g;5.5o,  except  in  large  quantities. 
Locally,  a  better  yard  business  is  reported  and  that  retail  prices  are  consider¬ 
ably  firmer  than  they  were  two  weeks  ago.  The  receipts  of  bituminous  coal 
at  East  ht.  Louis  from  Illinois  mines,  for  the  first  seven  days  of  this  month, 
as  reported  by  the  St.  Louis  Coal  Traffic  Bureau,  was  62,267  tons  as  against 
39,000  tons  for  the  first  seven  days  of  July  1898,  and  21,795  tons  the  first  seven 
days  of  August  1897,  at  which  time  the  strike  had  commenced. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  St.  Louis  Coal  Protective  Association,  on  Monday  of 
this  week,  the  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  matter  of  the  adoption  of 
the  union  label  on  cars  and  scale  tickets  recommended  that  the  association 
take  r  o  action  in  favor  of  the  plan, but  that  it  be  left  to  the  individual  members 
to  do  as  ihey  see  fit.  President  Greene  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  districts  of  Illinois, 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  stated  at  the  conference  between  the  miners, 
operators  and  dealers  last  week,  that  they  would  go  ahead  and  use  the  labels 
whether  action  was  taken  favorable  to  the  proposition  by  the  operators  and 
dealers  or  not.  So  far  as  can  be  learned  this  has  not  yet  been  done. 


(JAS  FROM  ANTHRACITE  COAL. 

In  its  issue  August  6,  the  Engineering  and  Mining  Journal  contains  an  able 
article — "The  Anthracite  (2uestion,”  in  which  it  refers  “to  the  troubles  which 
beset  the  anthracite  coal  trade,  and  the  insufficiency  of  the  remedies  so  far 
suggested."  It  is  pointed  out  that  on  account  of  the  increasing  use  of  gas  for 
domestic  purposes  as  well  as  for  power,  why  should  not  the  anthracite  com¬ 
panies  themselves  supply  the  gas,  "putting  the  coal  into  that  form  at  the  points 
where  it  can  be  most  cheaply  and  readily  done — that  is,  at  the  collieries.  It  is 
entirely  practicable  to  use  the  coal  at  the  mines,  making  it  there  into  gas, 
which  can  be  forced  through  pipes  to  New  'N’ork,  Philadelphia  and  other  large 
cities,  and  incidentally  to  many  smaller  towns.”  It  then  goes  on  to  demon¬ 
strate  the  size  of  pipes,  cost  of  laying,  and  construction  of  pipe  line  with  pump¬ 
ing  stations,  etc.  Nearly  all  the  Atlantic  seaboard  cities  could  be  supplied 
with  gas  made  in  the  anthracite  coal  regions,  and  it  further  states  that  as  Mr. 
H.  M.  Whitney  and  associates  are  about  to  supply  Boston  and  other  cities  and 
towns  in  Massachusetts  with  gas  for  fuel  and  illuminating  purposes,  it  would 
be  wise  for  the  anthracite  companies  ti  consider  the  question,  or  they  may 
find  the  field  taken  from  them.  The  arguments  used  by  our  able  contemporary 
are  strong  and  well  discussed,  but  the  change  would  involve  immense  expen¬ 
ditures  and  would  render  practically  useless  the  large  storage  plants  in  the 
East,  to  say  nothing  of  the  dismantling  of  so  many  costly  breakers  at  the  mines, 
of  the  rolling  stocks  and  other  equipment  for  which  there  would  be  little 
or  no  use.  It  is  the  opinion  of  many  in  the  West  that  if  the  coal  was  given 
cheaper  transportation  rates,  thereby  lessening  the  cost  to  ihe  consumer,  a 
much  greater  consumption  would  result  in  the  West  as  well  as  the  East. 
Whether  the  carrying  railroads  can  afford  to  reduce  the  freight  charges  is 
another  matter  entirely. 

Market  Review  continued  from  page  lyg. 

Our  Buffalo  correspondent  reports  an  active  shipping  demand 
for  anthracite,  and  shipments  would  be  greater  if  vessels  were  in 
better  supply.  Shipments  of  coal  from  Buffalo  westward  by  lake 
for  the  week  ending  August  6,  aggregated  98,000  tons,  the  largest 
of  the  season  so  far,  and  distributed  as  follows;  Chicago,  31,550 
tons;  Milwaukee,  28,270  tons;  Duluth,  19,100  tons;  Superior,  500 
tons;  Toledo,  3,350  tons;  Lake  Linden,  2,500  tons;  Saginaw,  580 
tons;  Green  Bay,  700  tons;  Bay  City,  600  tons;  St.  Joseph,  800 
tons;  Racine,  1,200  tons;  Portage,  1,050  tons;  Marquette,  2,500 
tons,  and  Sheboygan,  6,200  tons.  The  30  cent  freight  rate  is 
steady  to  Milwaukee,  Chicago,  Sheboygan  and  Green  Bay; 
Toledo,  20  cents;  Racine  and  Saginaw,  35  cents;  Duluth,  Superior, 
Marquette,  Portage  and  Bay  City,  25  cents,  and  50  cents  to  St. 
Joseph. 

Pittsburg  advices  are  that  8,000.000  bushels  of  coal  went  out 
of  the  pools  to  the  lower  markets;  but  there  is  still  a  very  large 
amount  loaded  for  Mississippi  points  which  will  require  a  high 
stage  of  water  to  move.  The  threatened  strike  of  the  river  miners 
has,  so  far,  failed  to  materialize,  although  some  500  men  in  the 
third  pool  laid  off  for  a  day  or  two.  Owing  to  the  competition 
from  other  fields,  very  few  mines  are  working  on  the  Wheeling 
division  of  the  B.  &  O.  railroad. 

Out  St.  Louis  correspondent  reports  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  coal  rushed  into  that  market  during  the  latter  part  of  July  has 
been  disposed  of  and  receipts  are  again  quite  large  at  East  St. 
Louis.  The  movement  of  steam  coal  shows  improvement  and 
prices  are  becoming  more  settled,  though  there  is  still  some  shad¬ 
ing.  Anthracite  is  decidedly  firm,  both  wholesale  and  at  retail. 


In  a  communication  to  a  Wheeling  paper  this  morning,  a  Fairmont  coal 
operator  asserts  that  there  is  no  truth  in  the  reports  that  have  been  current  for 
some  weeks  to  the  effect  that  Fairmont  coal  is  being  sold  to  operators  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Ohio  to  fill  contracts  made  in  the  West.  He  asserts  that  not  a 
pound  of  Fairmont  coal  h  is  been  shipped  for  th  it  purpose.  He  further  says 
that  all  the  coal  now  going  to  the  West  is  on  contracts  made  by  West  Virginia 
operators  directly  with  the  Great  Nordiern  and  Northern  Pacific  Railroads. 
The  communication  ends  with  the  statement  that  Fairmont  coal  is  not  selling 
under  that  produced  in  other  regions,  and  that  the  run  of  mine  rate  of  wages 
in  the  Fairmont  region  brings  the  price  of  that  grade  of  coal  up  to  that  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  coal.  Fairmont  coal  is  bought  because  of  its  superior¬ 
ity  and  not  because  it  is  cheap. 

Some  of  the  largest  shippers  and  coal  operators  in  Pittsburg  concede 
that  they  have  lost  an  enormous  tonnage  of  coal  due  to  the  aggressiveness 
and  strong  competition  from  West  Virginia. 

The  Lance  colliery,  No.  ii,  of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkes  Barre  Coal  Company 
at  Plymouth,  Pa.,  resumed  operations  this  week  after  an  idleness  of  four 
months. 
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EXPORT  OF  AMERICAN  COAL. 

The  extension  of  foreign  trade  in  American  coal  is  at  last  beginnirig  to  as¬ 
sert  itself  across  the  Atlantic  and  already  several  prominent  English  journals 
state  that  the  presence  of  coal  in  the  markets  of  our  British  cousins  is  start¬ 
ling  proprietors  of  collieries  in  England.  The  fact  that  shipments  of  coal 
from  West  Virginia  and  Southern  ports  is  as  yet  only  in  the  experimental 
stage,  only  more  clearly  defines  the  intentions  of  American  coal  mine  opera¬ 
tors  to  extend  their  sales  and  exports  abroad.  This  they  will  be  enabled  to  ac¬ 
complish  because  freight  rates  tend  to  a  still  lower  basis,  and  with  the  contin¬ 
ued  improvement  in  mining  machinery  and  its  steady  and  increasing  introduc¬ 
tion  into  mining  operation-;, the  cost  of  the  product  will  be  materially  reduced, 
thus  giving  the  aggressive  mi  ”e  owner  additional  advantages  over  his  Euro¬ 
pean  competitors.  While  the  foregoing  has  more  particular  reference  to  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal,  it  is  applicable  to  anthracite,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the 
anthracite  association  recently  incorporated  at  .Scranton,  Pa.,  is  about  to  send 
emissaries  to  Europe  to  endeavor  to  introduce  its  product  abroad.  With  the 
steady  reduction  in  the  cost  of  production  together  with  low  rates  of  freight, 
the  export  of  coal  of  all  kinds  from  ports  on  the  Atlantic  should  increase  in 
the  same  ratio,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  American  push, 
enterprise  and  aggressive  tactics  will  prove  equal  to  the  task  of  making  its 
shipments  of  this  commodity  felt  in  the  old  world.  The  fact  that  English 
technical  papers  are  taking  so  much  notice  of  the  matter  is  sufficient  evidence 
that  they  begin  to  speculate  upon  what  would  be  the  effect  of  large  exports  of 
coal  from  America  into  their  markets. 


HOW  WAR  AFFECTS  COAL. 


Ne  V  London,  Conn.,  although  losing  temporarily  its  identity  as  a  naval 
station  of  the  government,  is  soon  to  become  one  of  the  most  important  coal 
depots  in  the  country.  An  order  has  been  issued  by  the  navy  department,  er¬ 
asing  it  from  the  naval  register  as  a  naval  station,  or  place  where  vessels  re¬ 
ceive  supplies,  fire  salutes  on  entering  the  harbor  in  honor  of  the  commanding 
officer,  and  generally  regard  the  place  in  the  nature  of  a  navy  yard,  although 
a  sm  ill  anl  unimportant  one.  It  is  intended  that  the  moU  extensive  coal 
sheds,  piers  and  facilities  for  loading  war  vessels  with  coal,  yet  built  for  the 
navy,  shall  be  erected  there,  and  that  hereafter  New  London  is  to  be  designated 
as  the  chief  northern  coal  station  of  the  service. 

* 

*  •* 

The  possibility  of  displacing  the  soft  coal  now  used  in  the  Lfnited  States 
Navy  with  the  anthracite  is  being  discussed,  in  connection  with  the  new 
vessels  that  will  be  constructed  in  the  near  future.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  the  grates  under  the  boilers  might  be  constructed  so  as  to  admit  of  the  use 
of  either  variety.  It  has  been  the  practice  to  use  the  anthracite  when  making 
trials  of  new  crusiers,  and  it  was  the  principal  fuel  all  through  the  Civil 
War.  The  line  officers  of  thg  navy  have  recognized  its  advantages,  but  it  has 
been  pushed  to  the  rear  by  the  Navy  Department  for  practical  and  strategic 
reasons. 


The  August  letter  of  the  Anthracite  Coal  Operators’  association  contains 
a  plea  for  the  use  of  anthracite  in  the  vessels  of  the  navy,  the  chief  points 
urged  in  its  favor  being  the  absence  of  smoke  and  immunity  from  heating  or 
spontaneous  combustion.  On  the  subject  of  transportation  profits  the  letter 
cites  figures  from  the  New  York,  Ontario  &  Western  R.  R.’s  report  to  prove 
that  the  railroads  reap  a  large  profit  by  the  anthracite  coal  traffic.  This  is 
interesting  as  bearing  upon  any  settlement  of  the  coal  problem  that  may  be 
forthcoming.  The  letter  says  also  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  the  renewal 
next  year  of  the  contracts  whereby  coal  has  been  sold  to  the  transporter  for 
6o  per  cent  of  its  value  at  tidewater.  The  experiment  is  said  to  have  been  a 
failure. 


ON  THE  WING.  | 

Mr.  J.  H.  Sessions,  Milwaukee,  Wis  ,  northwestern  sales  agent  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  was  in  Chicago  last  week. 

* 

*  * 

Thi  Consolidation  Co  il  Co.  loaded  the  steamer  “Emma”  last  week  with 

4,000  tons  of  George’s  Creek  coal  at  Philadelphia  for  Montreal,  Canada. 

,  * 

*  * 

Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  asks  proposals  for  coal  for  the  various  city  build¬ 
ings.  Bids  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  City  Clerk  up  to  noon,  August 
22,  1898. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  D.  L.  Tuttle,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  sales  agent  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Read¬ 
ing  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  was  a  visitor  to  the  Western  Metropolis  last  week  and 
made  a  pleasant  call  at  the  office  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

*** 

Electricians  are  now  at  work  in  the  mines  of  Arnott  &  Co.,  Pittsburg, 
Kans.,  wiring  them  for  the  installation  of  mining  machines.  These  will 
be  the  first  coal  cutters  to  be  placed  in  mines  in  that  vicinity. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  W.  H.  Scott,  chief  clerk  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  is 
spending  a  well-deserved  holiday  at  Mocatawa  Bay,  Mich.,  on  the  east  shore 

of  Lake  Michigan.  This  is  a  select  summer  resort  not  far  from  Holland. 

* 

*  * 

The  countries  which  export  coal  in  excess  of  the  amount  which  they  im¬ 
port  are  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  Belgium  and  to  a  small  extent  the 
United  States  and  Japan,  while  the  British  colonies  which  export  coal  are  New 
South  Wales  and  Natal. 

*  * 

Mr.  C.  J.  Miller  has  succeeded  Mr.  L.  G.  Beers  as  manager  of  the  Gilbert 
and  Bennett  Mfg.  Co.’s  store,  153  Lake  street,  Chicago.  This  firm  manufac¬ 
tures  and  carries  in  stock  a  complete  line  of  coal  dealers’  supplies,  screens, 
shovels,  forks,  etc.,  etc. 

*  * 

.  The  Arbuckle  Sugar  Refinery  contract  has  up  to  the  present  not  been  closed. 
Why  this  delay  is  hard  to  say,  but  as  we  hear  of  lower  figures  being  quoted  on  this 
business  from  day  to  day  it  is  thought  that  new  coal  is  being  tried;  $1.60  along¬ 
side  is  reported  low  on  this  business  so  far. 

*** 

The  consumption  of  coal  per  head  of  population  is  lowest  in  Austria, 
where  it  is  only  one-sixth  ton  per  annum,  and  highest  in  Great  Britain,  where 
each  person  averages  three  and  three-tenths  tons  each  year.  In  the  United 
States  the  average  is  two  and  one-fourth  tons  a  year. 

*  * 

Mr.  Thos.  N.  Mordue,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  agent  for  Castner, 
C'lrran  &  Bullitt,  sole  sales  agents  for  Pocahontas  coal,  has  issued  a  postal- 
card  circular  which  has  the  following  pithy  statement:  "The  more  you  say  the 
less  people  remember.  One  word  with  you.  Pocahontas.  Order  now.” 

* 

* 

Mr.  James  B.  Weir,  Jr.,  of  the  Falling  Rock  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  2g  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York,  made  a  pleasant  call  at  the  office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  prior  to  his  return  to  the  Eastern  metropolis.  Mr.  Weir  said:  "I 
believe  from  what  1  can  hear  that  the  coal  trade  this  fall  will  be  briskly  active 
for  all  grades.” 

* 

*  * 

The  key  to  the  present  situation  in  the  anthracite  coal  industry  is  in  the 
almost  prohibitive  rates  charged  by  the  transportation  companies,  and  the 
remedy  is  not  in  restricting  production  but  in  increasing  consumption. 
With  hearty  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  carrying  railroads  this  could  be 
easily  accomplished  and  conditions  west  as  well  as  east  are  now  ripe  for  it. 


The  Chinese  are  destined  to  be  the  coal  kings  of  the  future,  and  they  are 
only  just  awakening  to  the  fact  that  they  have  an  unimagined  wealth  in  the  way 
of  CO  il  within  their  grasp  which  only  requires  t  ne  magic  touch  of  capital  to 
realize  thereon.  There  are  thousands  of  square  miles  of  both  anthracite  and 
bituminous  coal  fields,  and  in  one  place  the  coal  formation  has  a  depth  of  140 
feet. 

* 

*  * 

The  fallowing  notice  appeared  in  a  Kingston,  Jamaica,  paper  which  may 
be  of  interest  coming  at  a  time  when  American  products  and  enterprise  are 
making  themselves  felt  and  are  gradually  extending  their  markets:  “Poca¬ 
hontas  Steam  Coal. — This  is  the  finest  quality  of  steam  coal  produced  in 
America,  and  is  almost  entirely  used  by  the  United  States  navv.  The  British 
Government  has  recently  ordered  several  cargoes  for  the  naval  station  at  Ber¬ 
muda.  Best  results  obtained  by  using  this  coal  for  steam  purposes.  For  price, 
etc.,  apply  to  E.  A.  H.  Haggart,  No.  i  King  street.” 
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The  Black  Diamond, 


Mr.  Geo.  E.  Tener,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  paid  a  flying  visit  to  Chicago  last  week. 


♦  * 


Mr.  W.  C.  Blodgett,  of  the  Ontario  and  Western  Coal  Co.,  Buffalo,  was  in 
Chicago  last  week. 


*  * 


Major  A.  W.  Horton,  manager  of  the  Youghiogheny  &  Lehigh  coal  at  the 
head  of  Lake  Superior  was  in  Chicago  this  week. 


*  * 


Colonel  Cornelius  C.  Campbell  died  at  his  home  in  Altoona,  Pa.,  August 
8,  i’8g8,  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy.  He  was  much  interested  in  coal  operations 
in  Centre  and  adjoining  counties. 

* 

*  ♦ 

The  coal  trade  will  be  interested  in  the  “Dupligraph  ’  which  is  illustrated 
on  another  page  of  this  paper  and  which  is  manufactured  by  the  United  Auto¬ 
graphic  Register  Co.,  i86  Monroe  street,  Chicago. 

A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  is  in 
session  at  .Springfleld  to  endeavor  to  bring  about  a  settlement  of  the  mining 
scale  in  the  Fourth  district  of  Illinois — Pana  and  other  towns  in  the  vicinity. 

* 

*  ♦ 

A  correspondent  at  Hazelton,  Pa.,  writes,  “The  rumors  of  a  strike  among 
the  anthracite  miners  here  are  without  foundation.  The  miners  while  not  en¬ 
tirely  satisfied  with  existing  conditions  have  no  idea  of  striking  on  Septumber 
to  or  on  ai.y  other  date. 

* 

*  * 

The  C  and  O  Fuel  Co.,  Cincinnati  O.,  is  issuing  a  neat  little  24-page  pam¬ 
phlet  entitled  "Coal  Facts  about  C  and  (D  Coal,”  which  is  a  short  dissertation 
regarding  the  merits  and  advantages  of  the  coal  produced  in  the  Kanawha  & 
New  River  Valleys,  West  Virginia. 

*  * 

Mr.  J.  H.  Brown,  of  E.  H.  Hedstom  &  Co.,  Marquette  building,  Chicago, 
gave  an  informal  lunch  at  the  Grand  Pacific,  to  the  sales  agents  of  the  various 
anthracite  companies  in  this  city,  to  introduce  Mr.  S.  C.  .Schenck,  of  Buffalo, 

who  has  recently  succeeded  to  the  business  of  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Law. 

*  * 

* 

W.  W.  Jackson  &  Co.,  ii  corporated,  Marquette  building,  Chicago,  miners 
and  shippers  of  coal  and  coke,  have  issued  a  “Red"  letter  circular  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  coals  and  coke  handled.  The  ctrcular  is  replete  with  descriptive  matter 
and  suggestions  to  buyers  and  the  price  list  presents  some  special  features 
which  should  prove  attractive  to  the  trade. 

* 

*  * 

Just  as  we  go  to  press  cn  Friday  P.  M.,  The  Black  Dia.mond  is  in  re¬ 
ceipt  of  a  letter  from  Major  J.  B.  Sanborn,  ist  Regiment,  Illinois  Volunteers, 
Santiago,  Cuba,  and  which  we  shall  publish  in  our  next  issue.  It  will  be,  we 
feel  sure,  of  much  interest  to  the  ce  al  trade  as  well  as  to  the  many  admirers 
of  this  splendid  regimerit — Chicago’s  own. 

* 

*  * 

The  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  New  York,  has  shipped  3,000  tons 
of  coal  by  steamer  Ceylon  from  Philadelphia  to  the  Cape  DeVerde  Islands. 
Several  months  ago  a  steamer  took  a  cargo  of  Pocahontas  coal  to  these  islands 
from  Norfolk,  and  it  was  then  stated  that  it  was  the  first  coal  ever  sent  there 
from  this  country.  It  was  shipped  by  Castner,  Curran  «S:  Bullitt,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

*  * 

A  dispatch  from  Moritgomery,  Ala.,  says:  President  h'ish,  of  the  Illinois 
Central  road,  and  other  Western  capitalists  have  made  an  application  fora 
charter  for  a  railroad  from  West  Point,  Miss.,  in  a  northernly  direction  into 
Alabama,  terminating  for  the  present  in  the  coal  fields  of  the  Mississippi  Val¬ 
ley  Coal  Co.  This  road  will  be  operated  in  connection  with  the  Illinois  Cen¬ 
tral.  The  first  sixty  miles  of  the  load  will  be  completed  January  14,  1899.  The 
completion  of  this  new  road  will  give  the  Illinois  Central  its  long  cherished 
line  into  the  Alabama  coal  fields. 

*** 

Mr.  M.  D.  Ratchford,  President  of  the  United  Mine  Workers’  union,  has 
announced  himself  as  a  candidate  for  a  position  on  the  Industrial  Commission 
as  provided  for  by  the  Phillips  bill,  and  he  will  doubtless  be  heartily  endorsed 
by  all  Western  coal  operators,  who  greatly  admire  his  straightforward,  honest 
and  honorable  methods  of  procedure  since  his  election  to  the  chief  executive 
office  of  that  large  and  important  labor  organization. 

* 

*  * 

According  to  information  received  from  our  correspondent  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  the  argument  on  the  injunction  secured  by  the  Franklin  Fuel  Co.,  pre¬ 
venting  the  delivery  of  Congo  coal  from  the  mines  of  the  Turney  &  Jones  Co. 
to  the  Board  of  Education  of  this  city,  was  decided  by  Judge  Bigger  on 
August  8.  Judge  Bigger  failed  to  recognize  the  claims  of  the  Franklin  Fuel 
Co.  and  confirmed  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  awarding  its  con¬ 
tract  to  Osborn,  Williams  &  Horn  on  Congo  coal.  By  this  decision  the  injunc¬ 
tion  IS  dissolved  and  deliveries  of  coal  from  the  Congo  mines  will  be  resumed 
at  once. 


It  is  stated  that  the  anthracite  collieries  in  the  Lehigh  region  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  are  now  making  almost  full  time  due  to  the  probability  of  a  big  strike 
which  is  threatened  on  September  10,  at  which  time  the  miners  will  demand 
an  increase  in  wages,  an  eight-hour  work  day,  and  reduction  in  price  of 
of  powder.  It  is  understood  that  no  concessions  will  be  granted.  The  United 
Mine  Workers’  organizers  have  been  very  active  in  this  district. 


*  * 


The  Anthony  Coal  Company  has  brought  suit  against  the  Central  Railroad 
of  New  Jersey,  alleging  that  the  railroad  has  failed  to  perform  its  duties  as  a 
common  carrier.  It  charges  that  the  Central  has  given  nearly  all  its  equip¬ 
ment  to  its  sub-company,  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.  and  that  these 
cars  stand  unloaded  at  various  points.  Therefore  the  Central  says  it  cannot 
furnish  cars  and  refuses  to  transfer  the  coal  offered  for  shipment. 

*  * 

* 

A  prominent  operator  in  the  Masillon,  Ohio,  district  is  reported  as  saying, 
“The  cause  for  the  light  output  of  coal  in  this  district  is  due  to  the  aggressive 
tactics  of  West  \'irginia  operators  and  the  cheapness  of  its  production.  Much 
of  the  trade  previously  supplied  by  the  Masillon  mines  is  now  handling  this 
coal  in  spite  of  the  mine  workers’  boycott,  and  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  us 
to  compete  with  the  West  Virginia  operators,  owing  to  the  extremely  low  min¬ 
ing  rate  paid  by  them.” 

o.* 

*  * 

The  International  Journal  of  Commerce  is  a  new  trade  paper  published 
quarterly  in  Chicago,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  American  manufacturers  of 
machinery  to  build  up  profitable  connections  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  The 
paper  is  handsomely  illustrated  throughout  its  forty-six  pages,  and  is  pub¬ 
lished  in  four  languages — English,  German,  French  and  Spanish.  The  first 
issue  was  in  July,  1898,  and  the  publishers.  Schuldt  Gathman,  56  Fifth 
avenue,  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  fine  appearance  of  the  initial  number. 

* 

The  New  River  Fuel  Co.,  355  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  of  which  Arthur  P. 
Bowen  is  general  manager,  in  their  circular  to  dea'ers  in  regard  to  their  “New 
River  Smokeless  Coal”  for  domestic  use  say:  “Remember  that  this  coal  is  a 
positive  substitute  for  anthraci.e  and  can  be  used  in  any  hard  coal  stove  or 
furnace  with  less  ash,  and  practically  no  smoke  or  soot  and  no  clinkers, 
and  a  ton  of  it  will  go  almost  as  far  as  a  ton  of  anthracite.  You  will  be  able  to 
make  a  much  larger  margin  of  profit  in  selling  New  River  coal  than  any 
other,  and  it  will  prove  a  money-maker  for  yourself  and  a  money-saver  for 
your  customers.” 

:k 

Secretary  W.  K.  Lord,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Anthracite  Association,  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  this  week  from  the  Navy  Department  in  answer  to  his  com¬ 
munication  relative  to  the  use  of  anthracite  coal  in  the  navy.  It  says  that  the 
bureau  is  opposed  to  the  design  of  boilers  for  the  use  of  anthracite  fuel  for 
many  practical  and  strategic  reasons,  which  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows: 
I.  The  low  rate  of  combustion  of  anthracite  coal  with  natural  draft,  thus  in¬ 
volving  greater  weight  and  space  for  boilers,  give  the  same  power.  2.  Practical 
impossibility  to  procure  anthracite  coal  except  on  our  own  Atlantic  coast,  so 
that  bituminous  coal  would  have  to  be  used  elsewhere.  3.  Greater  length  of 
time  required  to  change  the  condition  of  the  fires  from  slow  to  rapid  produc¬ 
tion  of  steam  with  anthracite  than  with  bituminous  coal — a  greater  strategic 
disadvantage. 

* 

*  * 

The  Aurora,  Ill.,  Daily  News  published  an  industrial  edition  of  eight  pages 
July  23,  1898,  in  which  is  shown  its  advantages  as  a  manufacturing  and  com¬ 
mercial  center.  Fifty-six  pages  of  imprints  and  illustrations  as  a  special  edi¬ 
tion  is  very  enterprising  for  a  town  only  an  hour’s  ride  from  Chicago,  over  the 
road  of  those  splendid  systems,  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy,  and  the 
Chicago  &  Northwes.ern,  which  bend  their  every  effort  to  further  the  city’s 
industrial  interests.  The  great  boon  of  cheap  fuel  is  furnished  by  the  excel' 
lent  coal  produced  by  the  miners  at  Spring  \’alley  and  in  the  Wilmington 
fields.  Being  only  about  forty  miles  from  the  source  of  the  coal  supply, 
freight  rates  are  light,  and  the  inducements  held  out  to  manufacturing  plants 
are  superior  to  most  cities  on  the  Fox  river.  The  principal  dealers  in  fuel  are 
H.  B.  Adams,  representing  the  Chicago,  Wilmington  and  Vermillion  Coal  Co., 
of  Chicago,  whose  mines  are  at  Wilmington,  Streator  and  Seatonville;  White- 
breast  Fuel  Co.,and  J.F.Harrall,  who  handles  a  large  variety  of  coal  of  all  kinds. 
All  of  these  firms  have  their  coal  sheds  and  rail  yards  on  the  tracks  of  the 
C.  B.  &  Q.,  -./here  they  have  every  facility  for  handling  hard  and  soft  coal  and 
coke.  Mr.  Adams,  the  local  manager  and  agent  of  the  C.  W.  &  V.  Coal  Co., 
whose  principal  offices  are  in  the  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  has  been  with 
the  company  ten  years,  and  by  his  pushing  and  enterprising  tactics  has  built 
up  a  large  business  for  his  firm.  His  sales  aggregate  upwards  of  25,000  tons 
yearly.  The  Whitebreast  Fuel  Co.,  whose  main  offices  are  in  Chicago,  has  a 
large  branch  sales  agency  in  charge  of  Mr.  W.H. Sperry.  A  considerable  stock 
of  coal  from  the  company’s  own  mines  at  Ladd,  the  celebrated  “Third  \’ein,” 
and  as  they  are  only  a  short  distance  from  Aurora — sixty-five  miles — a  con¬ 
stant  supply  and  prompt  service  is  assured. 


INo.  7.] 
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ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 


OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


'  The  official  map  of  the  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Association  is  received  and 
^the  secretary  and  executive  board  deserve  much  credit  for  their  enterprise. 

* 

*  * 

No  less  than  no  towns  are  protected,  of  which  seven  are  in  Indiana,  and 
'are  very  thickly  clustered  together  in  the  central  Southern  part  of  the  state. 

{  * 

Towns  which  contain  members  of  the  organization  are  indicated  by  red 
spots. 

N  *** 

I  Jobbers  and  shippers  are  requested  to  refrain  from  quoting  prices  or 
U  selling  to  consumers  m  towns  where  members  of  the  association  are  located. 

*** 

The  red-spotted  map  has  been  corrected  up  to  July  15,  1898.  Other  Indi¬ 
ana  towns  containing  members  and  not  shown  on  the  map,  are  Columbia  City 
Valparaiso,  Decatur,  Kendallville,  Crown  Point  and  Hammond. 

!  * 
j  *  * 

The  map  is  folded  up  into  a  neat  blue  cover  with  the  title  in  gold  lettering 
!  and  on  the  back  of  cover  is  the  statement:  “Miners  and  jobbers  may  obtain 
extra  copies  of  this  map  for  the  use  of  agents  or  trading  men  on  application  to 
I  Jas.  T.  Eaman,  secretary,  Detroit,  Mich.” 


OBITUARY. 


Wm.  E.  Burr,  President  of  the  Carterville  Coal  Co.,  died  at  his  residence, 
3412  Morgan  street,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Monday  afternoon,  August  8th,  after  an 
illness  of  ten  months.  He  leaves  a  widow,  three  daughters,  aU  of  whom  are 
married,  and  six  sons.  The  funeral  took  place  Thursday  afternoon  from  the 
residence,  his  six  sons  acting  as  pall-bearers.  The  interment  was  at  Belle- 
fontaine. 

Wm.  E.  Burr  was  born  at  Paris,  Kentucky,  sixty-nine  years  ago.  In  1856 
he  moved  to  Boonville,  Mo.,  and  became  cashier  of  the  BoonviUe  branch  of 
the  Bank  of  St.  Louis.  Four  years  later  he  went  to  St.  Louis  to  accept  the 
presidency  of  the  bank,  which  was  afterwards  the  St.  Louis  National  Bank,  and 
I  remained  at  its  head  until  ten  years  ago.  He  organized  the  St.  Louis  clear¬ 
ing  house  and  was  its  first  president. 

His  connection  with  the  coal  industry  dates  back  25  years  to  the  time  when 
he  became  interested  in  the  old  Carbondale  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  When  the  com¬ 
pany  failed  ten  years  ago.  .Mr.  Burr  and  John  W.  Harrison  of  the  Shickle, 
Harrison  &  Howard  Iron  Co. ,  were  appointed  trusti  es  and  later  bought  the 
enure  property  and  reorgan  zed  the  business  as  the  Carterville  Coal  Co.,  Mr. 
Burr  being  president  until  his  death.  A  year  and  a  half  ago  he  bought  out 
Mr.  Harrison’s  interest. 

He  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  citizens  of  St.  Louis  and  highly 
esteemed  in  trade  cir^  les. 

By  the  terms  of  the  will  the  entire  property  has  been  left  to  Mrs.  Burr. 
At  the  office  of  the  company  in  the  Rialto  building,  Mr.  Wm.  E.  Burr,  one  of 
the  sons,  stated  that  the  business  would  be  continued  as  hitherto,  with  no 
change  of  policy,  the  management  being  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Dwyer  and 
himself. 


Charles  J.  Crabb,  a  prominent  coal  dealer  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  son  of  J. 
D.  Crabb,  of  the  Mt.  Olive  &  Staunton  Coal  Co.,  died  on  August  5,  i8g8,  at  his 
home  at  Ferguson,  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  his  age.  He  was  at  one  time 
connected  with  the  St.  Louis  Fuel  Co.,  but  left  them  to  organize  the  Crabb- 
Kleine  Coal  Co.  When  the  firm  was  dissolved  Mr.  Crabb  went  into  business 
for  himself  under  the  name  of  the  C.  J.  Crabb  Coal  Co.,  on  Manchester  road. 
He  was  esteemed  highly  in  the  trade,  and  unquestionably  had  a  very  bright 
future  before  him. 

He  leaves  a  widow  and  two  children  to  mourn  his  loss.  The  funeral  oc¬ 
curred  August  7. 


PROTEST  OF  ST.  LOUIS  COAL  OPERATORS. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  St.  Louis  Bituminous  Coal  Producers  Association, 
August  9,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  which  will  be  presented  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  United  Mine  Workers’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  which  convenes  at  Springfield,  Ill.,  August  12. 

Resolved,  that  the  St  Louis  Bituminous  Coal  Producers  Association  enter 
its  formal  protest  against  the  contemplated  action  of  the  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  Association  in  changing  the  mining  scale  in  the  Virden  and  adjoining 
districts. 

It  bases  its  protest  upon  the  fact  that  any  reduction  in  the  district  in  ques¬ 
tion  would  be  a  breaking  away  from  the  Chicago  agreement  and  inevitably 
lead  to  strikes  and  confusion  throughout  the  States  ot  Illinois  and  Indiana,  if 
not  throughout  the  entire  competitive  field. 

It  further  states  that  if  a  reduction  is  made,  notwithstanding  the  protest  of 
this  association,  that  the  operators  of  the  mines  tributary  to  St.  Louis  will  by 
such  action  on  the  part  hf  the  Mine  Workers  Association  consider  themselves 
released  from  their  obligation  to  respect  the  Chicago  agreement. 

Resolved :  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  furnished  to  the  National  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Secretary  and  to  the  State  President  and  Secretary  of  Illinois  of  the 
L^nited  Mine  Workers  Association. 

Along  the  same  line  is  a  protest  sent  August  10  from  Springfield  to  Pres¬ 
ident  M.  D.  Ratchford,  at  Indianapolis,  and  a  copy  of  which  was  received 
here  to-day.  It  reads  as  follows:  “The  operaters  of  the  Springfield  district 
protest  against  any  change  in  the  mining  scale  at  Virden  or  elsewhere  as  a 
violation  of  the  Chicago  agreement.  If  any  reduction  is  made  we  shall  insist 
on  the  same  reduction  here  and  will  consider  we  are  relieved  from  all  further 
obligation  to  abide  by  the  Chicago  agreement.  Coal  Operators  Association  of 
Spiingfield  Geo.  N.  Black,  president;  P.  G.  Maltuny,  secretary. 

It  IS  pointed  out  in  the  trade  here  that  mines  south  of  Litchfield  and  north 
of  Duquoin  and  which  have  same  freight  rate  to  St.  Louis  and  also  to  Chicago 
as  those  at  \'irden  and  adjoining  mines  would  be  put  at  a  great  disadvantaye 
were  the  mining  rates  at  the  latter  reduced,  and  the  others  maintained  the 
scale. 


Items  of  News  From  ail  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Beof  Interes 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


John  Buckley  has  bought  the  Swift  coal  and  wood  yard  at  Washington, 
Iowa. 

Harry  Young  has  sold  out  his  coal  business  at  Eaton.  Ohio,  to  Chester 
Parsons  of  that  city. 

The  coal  dealers  of  Bellaire,  Ohio,  have  formed  an  association  and  are 
now  selling  coal  for  cash  only. 

The  Baldwin  Locomotive  Works,  Philadelphia,  are  building  six  locomotives 
for  the  Deliver  .&  Rio  Grande. 

Peter  Jones  has  purchased  the  coal  and  grain  business  belonging  to  J.  H. 
W  intermute  at  Hubbard,  Iowa. 

The  Delaware  &  Hudson  Canal  Co.  has  ordered  250  hopper  bottom  coal 
cars  from  the  Buffalo  Car  &  Mfg.  Co. 

The  name  of  the  Murton  Coal  Co.  (Limited).  Toronto,  Ont.,  has  been 
changed  to  the  Rogers  Coal  Co.  (Limited). 

The  Atkinson  Coal  Co.,  Newburyport,  Mass.,  will  supply  the  local  jail 
and  Ipswich  house  of  correction  with  coal,  being  lowest  bidders. 

Mr.  John  Burns,  of  Watertown,  Wis.,  has  opened  a  coal  office  at  220  West 
Main  street,  and  will  supply  the  domestic  trade  with  the  best  grade  of  coal. 

Messrs.  Boyd  Mitchusson  and  Guy  M.  Deane,  Owensboro,  Ky.,  have 
formed  a  partnership  m  the  coal  business  and  the  firm  will  be  Deane  &  Mit¬ 
chusson.  They  will  still  have  their  yards  near  the  Illinois  Central  depot. 

Anton  Bohac  has  purchased  the  coal  business  of  S.  G.  Backus,  of  Bescon, 
Neb.  Mr.  Bohac  is  a  rustling,  rising  young  business  man,  and  attends  to  his 
affairs  in  a  straightforward  way.  We  predict  for  him  an  eminent  success. 

The  Phillips  Mine  Supply  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  is  preparing  to  ship  to 
the  Washington  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  a  complete  tipple  outfit  for  the  new  mine  of 
that  company.  The  mines  of  the  Ham’s  Fork  Coal  Co.,  at  Evanston,  Wyo., 
are  also  being  equipped  by  the  Phillips  Co. 

The  new  coal  bins  of  Oscar  F.  Pendleton,  Stonington,  Conn.,  are  about 
completed,  and  coal  was  placed  in  one  of  them  for  the  first  time  August  2nd. 
The  new  shoot  was  also  used  and  worked  well.  Mr.  Pendleton  will  be  able 
by  the  improvements  made  to  handle  the  coal  which  comes  to  be  unloaded  in 
a  much  better  manner  than  heretofore. 

The  passenger  department  of  the  Northwestern  has  issued  a  tastefully  il¬ 
lustrated  booklet  of  the  road’s  “Twentieth  Century”  train,  the  Northwestern 
limited,  running  between  Chicago  and  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis.  It  contains 
a  complete  series  of  half-tone  plates  showing  the  entire  equipment  of  the 
train,  from  the  electric-lighted  vestibules  to  the  free  reclining  chair  car. 

The  Chattanooga  Powder  Co.,  with  their  factory  at  Ooltewah,  Tenn.,  is 
furnishing  the  government  with  about  125,000  pounds  of  rifle  powder  daily,  the 
powder  being  turned  out  at  that  plant.  The  force  of  men  has  been  increased 
from  seventy-five  to  250,  and  they  are  now  working  night  and  day.  The  pow¬ 
der  is  being  shipped  to  Tampa  and  Key  West. 

The  stock,  good-will,  plant  and  business  of  the  New  England  Coal  Co.,  of 
Woonsocket,  R.I.,  have  been  sold  by  Thomas  A.  Buell  to  Harry  E.  Davis  and 
Albert  A.  Hudson,  who  have  assumed  control.  Several  days  ago  Mr.  Buell 
bought  from  his  partner.  Captain  H.  C.  Card,  Jr.,  now  with  the  First  Rhode 
Island  regiment,  all  the  latteV’s  interest  in  the  business. 

C.  W.  Anderson  &*Sons,  Geneva,  Ohio,  are  building  a  large  new  coal 
shed  west  ot  the  Lake  Shore  freight  house,  which  will  have  railroad  tracks  on 
two  sides.  This  will  be  a  great  convenience  in  the  unloading  and  handling  of 
the  coal.  The  entrance  will  be  made  from  the  west,  and  will  be  closed  by 
large  gates.  Other  improvements  and  additions  are  contemplated. 

The  New  Haven  Gas  Light  Co.,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  has  placed  a  con¬ 
tract  with  the  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Co.,  of  East  Berlin,  Conn.,  for  a  new  fi  e 
proof  coal  shed.  The  building  is  60  ft.  wide  and  500  ft.  long.  The  framework 
IS  steel,  so  arranged  that  the  coal  cars  are  brought  into  the  building  on  a  track 
supported  by  the  roof  trusses,  the  idea  being  to  provide  the  maximum  storage 
at  the  least  expenditure  of  power  and  space 


BOOK  REVIEW. 


.MINING  LAWS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  CANADA. 

Reynolds’  Handbook  of  the  Mining  Laws  of  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
arranged  with  reference  to  Alaska  and  the  Northwest  Territories,  also  includ¬ 
ing  the  laws  of  British  Columbia  and  Ontario,  with  forms  and  glossary.  Parts 
I  and  II,  by  Joshua  Ward  Reynolds,  of  the  Minnesota  bar;  published  by  W. 
B.  Conkey  Co.,  Chicago  and  New  York,  1898.  This  handy  volume  of  pocket 
size  IS  published  at  an  opportune  time.  Many  would-be  prospectors  to  the 
gold  fields  of  the  Northwest  who  have  postponed  their  trip  on  account  of  the 
war.  will,  now  that  peace  is  in  sight,  be  ready  to  once  more  give  the  m  itter 
further  consideration  and  thought,  with  a  view  of  perfecting  plans  and  carry¬ 
ing  them  into  effect,  to  such  this  book  is  earnestly  commended.  As  stated  in 
the  prefa.ee,  the  purpose  of  this  360-page  book  is  to  furnish  in  the  smallest 
possible  compass  and  at  the  lowest  possible  price,  an  authoritative  exposition 
of  the  laws  relating  to  mines  and  mining  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  as 
it  exists  to-day,  arranged  particularly  with  reference  to  Alaska,  the  Northwest 
Territories,  British  Columbia,  Ontario  and  the  Rainy  Lake  districts.  The 
work  contains  all  the  statutes  and  governmental  “regulations”  of  the  Depart- 
nrents  of  the  Interior  of  the  respective  countries,  etc.  In  short,  the  book  is  a 
safe  and  reliable  guide  to  any  one  interested  in  mines  or  mining  in  the  coun¬ 
tries  mentioned.  Part  I  contains  all  general  and  local  laws,  etc.,  in  force  in 
Alaska. 

Part  II  contains  all  general  and  local  laws,  etc.,  in  force  in  the  Northwest 
Territories,  British  Columbia  and  Ontario.  The  book  is  admirably  printed  in 
bold  type,  strongly  bound  in  cloth  with  flexible  cover,  and  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  every  prospector  or  any  one  interested  in  mines  or  mining  in  that  re¬ 
gion,  as  the  information  it  contains  is  of  inestimable  value  collected  from  the 
best  sources. 
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AUTOGRAPHIC  REGISTERS. 


The  accompanying  illustrations  represent  two  duplicating  styles  of  Auto¬ 
graphic  Registers  manufactured  by  The  United  Autographic  Register  Co  ,  186 
Monroe  street,  Chicago. 

No  retail  coal  business  whether  large  or  small  can  afford  to  be  without  one 
of  these  registers.  The  dupligraph  can  be  used  to  advantage  in  any  detail  of 
business  where  two  or  three  copies  of  the  same  writing  are  desired.  Its  use¬ 
fulness  is  not  confined  to  any  particular  detail  of  busines'.  It  is  adapted  to  all 


kinds  of  duplicating  work,  such  as  making  orders,  telegrams,  receipts,  dray 
tickets,  bills  of  lading,  etc.  Careful  and  systematic  coal  dealers  and  lumber¬ 
men  prevent  the  omission  of  charges  and  disputes  over  accounts  by  delivering 
an  invoice  with  each  load,  and  by  requesting  the  customer  to  sign  receipt  for 
goods.  The  dupligraph  enables  them  to  write  the  printed  bills  and  receipts 
and  a  blank  third  copy  for  record  at  one  writing. 

For  bills  of  lading,  shipping  receipts,  etc.,  it  is  invaluable.  All  careful 
shippers  write  three  bills  of  lading,  one  for  the  customer,  one  for  the  transpor¬ 
tation  company  and  the  third  is  retained  by  the  shipper.  The  dupligraph 
saves  two-thirds  the  labor  connected  with  that  detail  and  issues  three  copies 


WESTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


A  vein  of  good  coal  has  been  located  in  Dallas  County,  Iowa. 

At  Ashley.  Mich.,  a  54-inch  vein  of  fine  coal  was  struck  at  a  depth  of  206 
feet,  under  80  feet  of  sandstone. 

The  Flint  &  Pere  Marquette  Company  will  operate  a  coal  mine  in  Sagi¬ 
naw  County,  Mich. 

Dock  companies  at  West  Superior  state  that  fully  30  per  cent  more  coal 
will  be  received  there  this  season  than  there  was  last  year. 

In  Bay  County,  Mich.,  preparations  are  being  made  to  mine  coal  on  an 
extensive  scale,  and  many  shatts  will  be  sunk  between  nowand  next  spring. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Saginaw  Valley  Mining  Company,  Saginaw,  Mich., 
has  12,000  acres  of  coal  land  under  lease  and  is  getting  ready  to  sink  a  shaft. 

Mayor  Woodard,  B.  O.  Springer  and  Wm.  Biggs,  Leon,  Iowa,  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  a  shaft  to  be  sunk  to  a  vein  of  coal  recently  discovered  in  that  town. 

A  new  corporation  is  the  Lake  Coal  Mining  Company,  St.  Clair  County, 
Ill.;  capital,  $2,500;  incorporators,  Joseph  Guest,  William  Ormston,  Thomas 
Davis. 

The  Federated  Trades  Union  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  has  declared  a  boy¬ 
cott  on  West  Virginia  coal,  but  little  effect  is  expected  to  result  from  this  ac¬ 
tion  on  their  part. 

About  50  or  60  men  are  at  work  in  the  Mitchell  mine,  Lafayette,  Colorado, 
operated  by  the  Northern  Coal  Co.  The  miners  still  on  strike  may  take  the 
matter  into  court. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Iowa  coal  miners  are  organizing  and  hope  soon  to 
have  an  overwhelming  majority  of  their  number  affiliated  with  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America. 

Near  Boone,  Iowa,  on  the  F.  M.  Riley  farm,  a  42  inch  vein  of  coal  was 
struck  at  100  feet  in  drilling  an  artesian  well.  Mr.  Riley  will  sink  a  shaft  at 
once  as  the  coal  is  of  excellent  quality. 

Sealed  bids  for  furnishing  coal  for  School  District  No.  i,  Altona,  Ill.,  for 
the  ensuing  year  will  be  received  until  noon,  September  20,  i8q8.  Addre-s  L. 
K.  Byers,  clerk  of  the  board  of  directors. 

W.  H.  Harris,  representing  five  stockholders  of  the  Navy  Coal  &  Mining 
Company,  Tacoma,  Wash.,  has  filed  a  petition  asking  that  the  receiver’s  sale 
of  the  property  be  set  aside,  alleging  fraud. 

A  vein  of  bituminous  coal  was  struck  on  the  Josephine  road,  in  Rose 
township,  near  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  last  week,  by  workingmen  digging  a  drain. 
The  vein  is  twenty-five  feet  below  the  surface. 

Business  with  the  coal  operators  in  the  Pellsburg,  Kans.,  district  has  sud¬ 
denly  taken  a  leap  forward,  and  the  laige  mines  are  turning  out  more  coal 
now  than  they  have  for  several  years  this  early  in  the  season.  In  fact,  there 
has  been  greater  demand  for  coal  during  the  summer  months  than  usual, 
owing,  perhaps,  to  the  coal  needed  lor  war  purposes,  and  some  of  the  mines 
have  been  running  pretty  steadily  since  last  February. 


exactly  alike.  The  fact  that  all  three  copies  are  exactly  alike  prevent  the  er¬ 
rors  which  are  liable  to  happen  when  each  copy  is  written  separately.  Ship, 
merits  have  been  frequently  forwarded  to  the  wrong  destination,  because 
when  the  bills  were  prepared,  the  one  retained  by  the  transportation  companj 
was  erroneously  written.  The  writing  of  bills  of  lading  is  a  “rush"  job  whict 
usually  must  be  done  at  a  busy  and  inopportune  moment.  The  dupligraph 
saves  time  when  a  saving  is  most  desired. 

Not  the  least  of  its  advantages  is  its  simplicity,  as  any  person  can  adjust 
the  paper  rolls  in  the  machine  without  difficulty.  As  a  labor  saving  device  n 
is  undoubtedly  without  a  peer,  while  its  economy  in  stationery  cannot  be  dis¬ 


puted,  as  the  paper  is  so  prepared  that  there  is  absolutely  no  waste.  These 
dupligraph  registers,  which  are  made  in  twenty-five  sizes,  are  all  ready  for  usi 
when  sent  from  the  factory.  All  registers  and  multigraphs  are  guaranteed  fo: 
five  years,  and  should  any  difficulty  arise  the  company  will  esteem  it  a  favor  b] 
reporting  same  at  once. 

Further  information,  catalogues,  etc.,  can  be  obtained  by  addressing  anj 
of  the  following  Co.’s:  The  United  Autographic  Register  Co.,  186  Monroe  street 
Chicago,  III.;  Autographic  Register  Co.,  343  Canal  street.  New  York  City, 
Hamilton  Autographic  Register  Co.,  Hamilton  Ohio;  Western  Autographii 
Register  Co.,  108-109  Newspaper  Row,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 


•Sealed  bids  will  be  received  at  the  County  Clerk’s  office,  Galesburg,  Ill. 
until  12  o’clock  noon,  on  Monday,  September  12,  1898,  for  the  furnishing  of 
coal  for  the  couit-house  and  jail  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Work  on  the  new  coal  shaft,  southeast  of  Russellville,  Ind.,  is  progress 
ing  nicely  and  everything  wid  be  in  readiness  tor  business  by  the  time  col( 
weather  sets  in.  This  will  be  one  of  the  best  mining  plants  in  the  state  anc 
the  vein  is  a  rich  one. 

The  Durkee  Coal  Co.  ,of  Cherokee  County,  Kans.,  now  under  the  manage 
ment  of  W.  A.  Swan,  receiver,  will  within  the  next  few  days  be  restored  to  thi 
charge  of  J.  H,  Durkee,  either  by  the  latter  being  appointed  receiver  by  thi 
court  or  by  agreement  of  the  creditors. 

The  Northern  Coal  &  Transportation  Co.,  Saginaw,  Mich.,  which  leasee 
40,000  acres  of  land  in  Saginaw  County,  has  just  started  the  work  of  sinking  i 
shaft  near  St.  Charles.  1  he  work  is  to  be  pushed  as  rapidly  as  poseible  anc 
it  is  expected  that  the  mining  of  coal  will  begin  at  this  shaft  before  winter. 

Work  on  the  plant  of  the  Western  American  Coal  Co.,  on  the  Carbon 
River,  near  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  is  progressing  satisfactorily.  The  following  gen 
tlemen  of  Oskaloosa  are  interested  in  this  company:  W.  L.  Collins,  T.  H 
Barr,  Burton  Mastin,  Jacob  Lano,  Dexter  Mastin,  Tom  0.  Grier,  W.  T.  Grier 
Grant  Brown,  C.  H.  Ritchie  and  Opera  Switzer. 

Mr.  John  Cameron,  Superintendent  of  the  Victor  Coal  &  Coke  Co.-,  whos- 
mines  are  in  Los  Animas,  Huerfano  and  Fremont  counties,  Colo.,  is  reportec 
as  saying  that  the  strike  of  the  mines  of  the  Northern  Coal  Co.,  at  Lafayett- 
will  be  hard  to  settle.  “At  our  coal  mines  we  have  no  strikes;  at  present  m; 
company  ships  coal  to  nearly  all  parts  of  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Kansas  anc 
Nebraska. 

At  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  report  has  it  that  The  Union  Pacific  coal  mines  a 
Hanna  have  been  closed  indefinitely.  A  notice  was  posted  m  the  compan; 
store  at  that  place  Sunday  notifying  the  men  to  take  the  ir  tools  from  the  minei 
and  apply  for  their  wages.  This  action  is  said  to  have  grown  out  of  the  striki 
at  these  mines  several  months  ago.  Fifty  colored  miners  passed  through  hen 
yesterday  to  take  places  in  the  mines  at  Rock  Springs. 

A  dispatch  from  Topeka,  Kans.,  says:  “Santa  Fe  railroad  has  volunta^ 
rily  reduced  the  rates  on  coal  from  Osage  City  to  all  points  within  a  radius  oi 
100  miles.  The  new  tariff,  which  goes  into  effect  August  12,  makes  a  reduc 
tion  of  5  cents  a  ton  on  coal  from  Osage  City  to  points  between  Argentine 
and  Tecumseh,  inclusive;  and  from  Osage  to  points  between  Reading  and  iht 
100  mile  radius  on  the  west  from  2  to  cents  per  ton.  The  tariff  on  coa| 
from  'he  Pittsburg  district  to  about  seventy-five  points  west  of  Topeka,  not  ini 
eluding  competitive  points,  has  been  reduced  from  10  cents  to  40  cents  pc 
ton.  From  Osage  the  highest  reduction  is  35  cents. 


Mr.  Robert  Browlee,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  stated 
that  the  demand  for  anthracite  coal  is  steadily  decreasing. 

The  Laikawanna  Iron  and  Steel  Company,  Scranton,  Pa.,  is  laying  il| 
stock  of  bituminous  coal,  shipped  from  West  Virginia,  for  use  at  its  south 
mill,  which  has  resumed  operations.  This  is  hauled  here  at  a  cost  of  $2  a  ton 
freight,  and  will  be  used  despite  the  fact  that  the  company  has  its  own  anthrai 
cite  mines  within  two  miles  of  its  steel  mills. 
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COAL  MINE  IN  KLONDIKE,  ALASKA. 


According  to  a  Troy  correspondent  of  the  Philadelphia  Ledger,  the  fol- 
)wing  statement  is  made;  “Peter  Herdic,  Jr.,  of  Williamsport,  Pa,  who  has 
Sst  returned  to  his  home  after  a  year’s  absence  in  the  Klondike,  was  inter- 
'iewed  regarding  things  in  that  section.  He  stated  that  during  the  vear  he 
.‘lad  travelled  over  15,000  miles  and  that  his  health  was  never  better.  He  and 
jlis  partner,  W.  H.  Armstrong,  also  of  Williamsport,  are  located  at  Rampart 
)  ity,  which  is  about  500  miles  from  Dawson,  and  have  secured  an  interest  in 


several  paying  claims,  which  will  be  worked  out  during  the  coming  winter. 
One  of  their  investments,  which  is  paying  them  handsomely,  is  a  coal  mine, 
from  which  a  great  quantity  of  anthracite  is  being  taken.  When  it  is  stated 
that  coal  sells  at  $25  per  ton  in  the  Klondike,  it  will  be  seen  that  this  is  almost 
as  valuable  as  if  it  were  pay  dirt.  Mr.  Herdic  left  Rampart  City  on  May  24, 
and  San  Francisco  about  ten  days  ago.  He  will  return  to  the  Klondyke  next 
spring,  and,  with  his  partner,  will  remain  and  develop  their  properties  there. 
He  states  that  his  first  authoritative  news  regarding  the  declaration  of  war 
against  Spain  was  when  the  ship’s  anchor  was  dropped  inside  the  Golden 
Gate  and  San  Francisco  papers  were  brought  on  board.’’ 
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A  600  ton  daily  capacity  Luhrigt  Coal  Washing  Plant  operated  in  connection  vt'iib  mine. 
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EASTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 

Fully  thirty  acres  of  coal  are  on  fire  in  the  Jackson  Mine  near  Connells- 
ville. 

The  Board  of  Education  of  Columbiana,  Ohio,  advertises  for  bids  on  coal 
for  the  schools. 

Nearly  6,000,000  bushels  of  coal  were  sent  down  from  the  Pittsburg  dis¬ 
trict  on  August  6. 

Amby  Lee,  of  Barkerton,  Ohio,  has  bought  a  one-sixth  interest  in  the 
Hametown  Coal  Company. 

The  coal  dealers  of  Bellaire,  Ohio,  have  refused  to  deliver  coal  to  any 
one  except  for  cash  only.  The  new  arrangement  began  August  i. 

Upwards  of  30,000  tons  of  coal  were  cleared  from  Buffalo,  N.  Y,,  August  2. 
Few  of  the  boats  carried  less  than  2,500  tons  and  most  of  them  more  than 
4,000  tons. 

John  Wagoner  is  opening  a  new  coal  mine  on  the  David  Long  homestead 
farm,  near  Wadsworth,  Ohio.  A  branch  railroad  is  being  constructed  to  the 
opening. 

President  Wallace,  of  the  City  Council  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  has  received  a 
proposal  to  the  effect  that  the  citymine  its  own  coal  for  the  city  poor,  and  is 
giving  it  careful  consideration. 

A  nine-foot  vein  of  coal  is  reported  to  have  been  struck  on  the  shores  of 
Lake  Keuka.  A  heavy  flow  of  gas  and  indications  of  oil  have  been  found 
near  bodus,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y. 

The  Centralia  Colliery,  the  largest  in  the  anthracite  coal  region  of  Penn- 
sylvar.ia,  which  has  been  idle  for  several  months,  undergoing  repairs,  has  re¬ 
sumed  operations.  The  colliery,  when  in  operation,  employs  over  one  thous¬ 
and  men  and  boys. 

The  bids  for  suppl>  ing  the  city  of  Columbus  with  1 1 ,000  tons  of  screened 
coal  were  opened  last  week  and  were  as  follows:  Taylor,  Williams  &  Co., 
$1.60;  Columbus  Hocking  Coal  and  Iron  Company,  $1.58:  Osborn,  Miller  & 
Horn,  $1.62;  the  Zanesville  Coal  Company,  $1.3834. 

August  is  usually  a  quiet  month  for  the  iron  business,  either  manufactur¬ 
ing  or  selling,  and  of  course  produces  a  like  condition  in  the  coke  industry. 
The  peace  negotiations  once  settled  will  speedily  bring  about  a  change  for  ihe 
better.  Coke  makers  in  the  Connellsville  regiona  are  already  making  prepara¬ 
tions  for  an  increased  output. 

Discontent  prevails  among  the  miners  as  well  as  operators  of  the  Pittsburg 
district.  The  miner  is  dissatisfied  because  he  cannot  work  more  than  two  or 
three  days  a  week,  and  the  opeiator  is  ill-at-ease  because  he  has  to  pay  more 
for  the  coal  mined  and  gets  less  of  it  than  last  year,  while  the  keener  compe¬ 
tition  only  adds  to  his  discontent. 

President  Anthony,  of  the  Wyoming  Valley  Coal  Company,  New  York,  is 
(juoted  as  saying  that  “the  key  to  the  present  anthracite  coal  situation  is  in 
the  prohibitive  rates  charged  by  the  transportation  companies.  *  *  *  The  de¬ 
moralization  of  the  hard  coal  market  has  prevailed  for  several  years  now,  and 
every  attempt  to  remedy  it  so  far  has  been  a  more  or  less  complete  failure.” 

The  present  freight  traffic  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  shows  a  remarkable 
slump  in  coal  shipments  from  Pittsburg  to  Ohio  and  the  lakes.  The  small 
strikes,  which  have  occurred  on  the  Youghiogheny  river  at  Clifton,  Eureka, 
Robbins,  Shaner  and  other  mines  has,  of  course,  had  the  effect  of  curtailing 
shipments,  but  the  chief  cause  is  that  the  Pittsburg  district  business  is  being 
absoibed  in  West  Virginia. 

Messrs.  Dick  Bros.  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  offer  underlying  first  mortgage 
bonds  upon  a  portion  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  system. 
The  property  upon  which  these  bonds  is  secured  has  for  a  period  of  years 
earned  over  three  times  the  necessary  interest,  and  it  would  seem  to  be  an 
evidence  of  value  of  the  property  that  the  Lehigh  Navigation  Company  has 
bought  largely  of  its  stock  and  endorsed  its  junior  securities. 

J.  C.  Dysart  filed  his  final  account  yesterday  as  receiver  of  the  John  M. 
Risher  Coal  Company,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  The  report  shows  total  receipts  amount¬ 
ing  to  $42,028.34,  and  total  disbursements  $7,395.08,  leaving  a  balance  of 
«;34,633.26.  All  of  the  property  which  came  into  the  hands  of  the  receiver  was 
sold.  The  financial  stringency  of  1896  and  1897  had  much  to  do  with  pushing 
the  company  to  the  wall.  Its  total  indebtedness  was  about  $135,000. 

The  Lackawanna  Iron  &  Coal  Co.,  at  its  annual  meeting  in  Wilkes-Barre, 
elected  the  following  directors:  Edwin  F.  Hatfield,  Samuel  Sloan,  William 
E.  Dodge,  DeWitt  C.  Blair,  Moses  Taylor  and  Mark  A.  Cox  of  New  York 
City,  and  William  F.  Hallstead  of  Scranton.  Mr.  Cox  was  elected  to  succeed 
Stephen  S.  Palmer,  of  New  York,  who  was  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
board.  Mr.  Hatfield  is  the  president.  The  board  will  reorganize  at  its  meet¬ 
ing  in  New  York. 


The  improvements  contemplated  in  and  around  the  Lehigh  Valley  collier¬ 
ies  at  Midvale,  near  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  where  the  massive  new  breaker  is  now 
nearing  completion,  are  to  be  many  and  on  an  elaborite  scale.  Among  other 
things,  there  is  to  be  a  branch  road  for  the  hauling  of  timber,  pipes,  etc.,  to 
the  Prospect  and  Oakwood  shafts,  and  work  has  been  commenced  on  it  already. 
It  will  be  fully  500  yards  long  and  will  run  from  along  the  river  road  at  the  new 
breaker  and  around  by  the  huge  culm  pile  there,  up  to  a  short  distance  of  the 
shafts. 

The  Huntingdon  and  Broad  Top  Mountain  Railroad  &  Coal  Co.  makes  the 
following  statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported  over  the  road  for  the 
week  ending  July  30,  1898,  and  previously  during  the  year: 

Week,  Total  for  Total  for 


1898.  year  1898.  year  1897 

Broad  Top,  tons . 6,394  257,710  253.699 

Cumberland,  tons . 20,466  881,510  902,956 


Total . 26,860  1,139,221  1,156,655 

Decrease . 10,578  17.434 


The  School  Board  of  Kenosha,  Wis.,  has  decided  to  advertise  for  bids 
for  coal. 

A  dispatch  from  Sullivan,  Md.,  says  that  last  week  an  explosion  of  accu¬ 
mulated  gas  set  fire  to  the  Shelburn  Coal  Co.,  at  Shelburn,  and  that  it  was  still 
burning. 

The  coal  washing  plant  at  Anaconda,  Mont.,  recently  destroyed  by  fire, 
will  probably  be  rebuilt  this  fall.  The  capacity  of  the  plant,  which  will  be  of 
brick,  will  be  fully  equal  to  that  of  the  old  one  and  the  machinery  of  the  most 
modern  construction  and  efficiency. 


SAVE  75  per  cent. 

^lt5!I5^TELEGRAPH  bill 

BY  USING  D.  P.  HYATT’S  CODE. 

The  ouly  General  Code  ever  published  covering  Coal  and  Coke 

from  all  districts. 

Printed  on  bond  paper  and  tmbstaiiii.ill)’  bound  in  leather. 

PRICE,  $1.25. 

The  price  will  be  covered  in  a  very  few  telegrams. 

F».  HYiVa'Tr, 

DETROIT, . MICHIGAN. 


J.  B.  CABLE,  Pres.  GEO.  I»l.  SP  t  CE,  VIce-Pi  eo 

F.  L.  rilAPMAN,  Sec.  H.  W.  C.  BOWDOIN,  Treas. 


OHIO  GOAL  00. 


General  Offices:  Pioneer  Press  Building,  ST.PAUL,  MINN. 

...Agencies  at... 

Aslilaiid,  West  Siiperiir,  Green  Bay,  milwaukee.  His.; 

St.  Paul,  ITIinneapoIis,  Duluth,  IQiun.;  Sioiix  City,  Iowa. 


...Distributing  Docks... 


Duluth,  Ashland,  West  Superior,  milwaukee. 

DEALERS  IN 

ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  GOALS 


ALSO 

BEST  GRADES  OF  COKE 


DAVIS  COAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY. 

aKSr  BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 

MINERS  AND  SHIPP£RS  OF  TKE 

-^/^/^^Davis  Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


High  in  Carbon 
^ow  in  Sulphur  and  Ash. 


T7 


CO^ 


For  Ore  Smelters,  Foundne** 
and  Family  Use. 


Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont,  W,  Va. 

SMITHING  CO^L  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


The  daily  output  of  the  Thurber  coal  mines  near  Gordon,  Texas,  averages 
between  400  and  500  tons. 

The  contract  for  about  six  hundred  tons  of  George’s  Creek  coal  for  the 
penitentiary  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  was  awarded  to  William  H.  Klein  at  $2.08  per 
ton. 

t*  The  American  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at  America,  Ala.,  is  opening  up  new  coal 
mines,  and  many  of  the  miners  from  the  Middlesboro  and  Jellico  districts  in 
Tennessee  have  gone  there  to  work. 

There  were  25,734.15  tons  of  coal  and  3,237.03  tons  of  coke  shipped  during 
the  week  ending  July  30  by  the  West  Virginia  Central  from  the  Elk  Garden 
and  Upper  Potomac  regions  in  West  Virginia. 

Manager  Henszey,  of  the  Cumnock  Coal  Mine,  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  says  active 
operations  began  August  i,  and  shipments  are  at  the  rate  of  300  tons  a  day, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  output  will  be  500  tons  daily. 

Shipments  of  coal  to  Cincinnati  from  the  Jellico  district  in  Kentucky  are 
at  a  minimum.  This  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  Southern  coal  generally  com¬ 
mands  a  higher  price  than  the  products  of  Northern  mines. 

The  Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  of  Baltimore,  has  contracted  with  the  Colum¬ 
bian  Iron  Works  for  a  steel  tug,  which  is  to  be  an  exact  duplicate  of  the  Cum¬ 
berland,  bu’lt  by  the  same  firm  and  launched  a  tew  months  ago. 

Mr.  Robert  A.  Watson,  who  has  been  with  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  R. 
R.  for  upwards  of  ten  years,  has,  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  cashier,  been  ap¬ 
pointed  manager  of  the  coal  department  of  that  road  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  suc¬ 
ceeding  M.  L.  Parsons. 

Proposals  are  invited  until  12  o’clock  noon,  August  31,  1898,  for  furnishing 
the  North  Texas  Insane  Asylum  with  coal  for  the  quarter  beginninig  Septern- 
ber  I.  Bids  will  be  opened  at  i  o’clock,  Thursday,  September  i,  at  the  asylum 
at  Terrell,  in  the  presence  of  the  board  of  managers. 

Shipments  of  coal  from  the  George’s  Creek-Cumberland  region  for  the 
week  ending  July  30  weie  78,810.03  tons  of  which  59,941.13  tons  were  shipped 
by  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad,  12,334.16  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
and  6,533.14  by  canal.  Total  shipments  for  the  year  to  date  have  been  2,345,- 
469.02  tons. 

Steffey  &  Findlay,  coal  shippers  of  Baltimore,  have  the  contract  for 
August  to  furnish  coal  to  the  Western  Maryland  Railroad  Co.  According  to 
an  agreement  entered  into  a  few  weeks  ago,  the  company  is  receiving  three 
boatloads  of  coal  a  day.  The  cal  is  unloaded  from  the  boats  into  cars  and 
distributed  along  the  road. 

A  new  receiver  is  to  be  elected  by  the  stockholders  of  the  Corona  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  who  will  proceed  to  wind  up  the  company’s 
affairs.  This  is  one  of  the  largest  coal  corporations  in  the  South,  has  a  capital 
stock  of  $1,000,000.  and  the  liquidation  of  the  concern’s  business  is  due  to  a 
disagreement  between  the  English  and  American  stockholders.  The  com¬ 
pany  is  perfectly  solvent. 

State  Coal  Mine  Inspector  McGrath,  Weir  City,  Kans.,  in  his  annual  re¬ 
port  just  issued,  states  that  during  1897  Kans  s  produced  3.291,806  tons  of 
coal,  valued  at  $3,488,381,  which  is  quite  an  increase  over  iSodand  1895.  The 
men  and  boys  employed  in  and  around  the  n  ines  were  8,699.  all  told. 
The  selling  price  of  coal  shows  an  increase  of  6  cents  per  ton  over  that  of 
1896.  The  report  is  full  of  interesting  matter  to  the  miner  and  mine-owner. 


IMEILSON 

RED^ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

DICKSOIT  &  .EZDCY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Office,  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Act. 


C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

AVOCA  ”  (Pittston  District) 


FRANKLIN  ”  (Lackawanna  District) 


u 


LOUISE  ’’  (Plymouth  District) 


Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

Mosbannon  and  Camberland  Vein  Bitaminoas  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Title  Buildine.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


XhexxjrneY  &  JONES  CO., 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL 

OF  THE 


CELEBRATED 


NGO  COAL 

Anthracite  and  Smithing;  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  No.  355  Dearborn  St. 

epLUMBUS,  O.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


FRICK 

COKE. 


H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO. 


Headquarters  for 


Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna. 

GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells¬ 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing  and 
domestic  purposes.  I  3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

Direct  Connections  with  ail  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

Quotations  Freight  Rates  Pamphlets  o'ivine;  full  information  promptly  furnished  upon  application. 
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Harrison 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years’ 
Service. 

1600 
M^achines 
in  use. 


1315 
sq .  ft.  in 
9  hoars. 


Mining  Maghines-Norwalk  Compressors. 

Best  Combination  for  Minin^IOperations. 

COMBINA¬ 
TION 
RECORD: 

17  years’ 
contina- 
ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
doable 
shift. 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY,  -  -  -  Chicago,  Illinois. 


The  ‘‘Link-Belt”  Electric  Chain  Breast  Machine. 


COVERED  BY  FOUR  U.  S.  PATENTS  ISSUED  AND  PENDING. 


Special  Points  of  Advantage: 

Cuts  a  perfectly  level  floor;  leaves  no  bottom  coal  for  loaders  to  take  up. 

Works  equally  well  to  right  or  left  across  room  or  entry.  Machine  cuttings  can  be 
shoveled  from  either  s'de. 

System  of  rollers  by  means  of  which  machine  is  easily  moved  across  face  of  room, 
thereby  greatly  incieasing  capacity. 

Shortest  machine  for  length  ot  undercut. 

Most  secure  and  easily-handled  rear  jack,  attached  to  machine. 

Simplest  teed  ng  me-  hanism  l.ess  gears  and  fewest  number  of  parts. 

Compa  t  ‘’dust  and  wat  r-pronf”  ir  )u-clad  multipolar  motor. 

Strongest  frame  and  chain,  admitting  of  using  steel  most  economically. 
Chisel-holding  device  covered  by  patents  sustained  by  Judge  Sage. 

PRICES  ANC  ESTIMATES  ON  APPLICATION. 


Power  Generators, 
Mine  Pumps, 
Locomotives, 

Drills,  Etc. 


ELECTRIC 


The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 

Engineers-Folinders-Machinists,  Chicago,  u.  s.  a. 


THE  JEFFREY  CHAIN  OfiAL  RUTTING  MACHINERY- 


All  Claims  Based  on  Actual  Results. 


Machinery  fully  covered  by  Guarantees 

The  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter  will  produce  from 
100  percent  to  150  per  cent  more  coal  than  the 
puncher  machines  under  the  same  conditions. 

CQIYIPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


Electric  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 


Electric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  Drills. 

Electric  Shearing  Machiues. 
Air  Sheariug  Machiues. 


Electric  Leiigwall  Machiues. 
Air  Lniigwall  Maehiues. 
Electric  Locnniotivc.'i. 
Electric  Pumps. 


Manufacturers  Dynamos  and  Motors. 


Compressed  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 


ibus,  Ohio. 


THE  JEFFREY  MFG.  CO., 


The  Black  Diamond, 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 

PUBUBHZD  WBBCLT 

Qc  TBK  mTEHBST  OF  THE  ooAii  iKsmmnr 
f  r  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  COMBMHT 

(IMOOBPORATBD.) 

OFFICIAL  PAPER  OF  THE  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF 

ILLINOIS  AND  WISCONSIN-Secretary, - 

-  THE  NIICHICAN  RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCI ATION-Secretary, 

James  T.  Eaman,  Detroit,  Mich.;  THE  WHOLESALE  AND 
RETAIL  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF  OHIO-Secretary, 
W.J. Ferguson,  Dayton,  Ohio;  and  THE  INDIANA  RETAIL  COAL 
ASSOCIATION— Secretary,  A.  C.  Hill,  Kendallville,  Ind. 

JOHN  B.  XiUCAS,  -  -  .  Editor 

Mrs.  K.  a.  BISCHOPF,  -  --  --  --  --  -  Business  Manager 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE, 

Ybajily  (in  advance),  .  . . $3.00 

Single  Copies, . .10 

ADVERTISING  RATES — FURNISHED  ON  APPLICATION, 

Address  all  communications  to 

The  BiiACK  Diamond 

Temple  Court  Building . Chicago,  III. 

New  York,  29  Liberty  St.,  -  .  -  -  -  S.  O.  Graer,  Mgr. 

ENTERED  AT  THE  CHICAGO  POST  OFFICE  AS  SECOND-CLASS  MATTER. 
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August  20,  1898. 
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We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  mine  owners,  workers,  ^ 
shippers  and  agents,  if  they  will  kindly,  from  time  to  time, 
furnish  such  intelligence  as  may  be  of  public  interest  to  the 
coal  trade,  when  it  comes  under  their  notice. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 


According  to  the  Bureau  of  Coal  Statistics  which  are  compiled 
in  the  offices  of  The  Black  Diamond,  the  receipts  of  anthracite 
coal  at  Chicago  for  the  month  of  July  both  by  lake  and  rail  were 
in  excess  of  those  of  last  year;  the  shipments  from  Chicago  were 
also  considerably  greater. 

Receipts  of  bituminous  coal  from  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and 
West  Virginia  show  a  large  falling  off  for  July  as  compared  with 
the  same  month  last  year.  Receipts  of  Illinois  coal  have  increased 
from  the  Northern,  Central  and  Eastern  districts,  but  have  de¬ 
creased  from  the  Southern  during  July  as  compared  with  July, 
1897.  Indiana  block  and  bituminous  coal  have  both  increased 
during  July.  Shipments  of  bituminous  coal  of  all  kinds  show 
quite  an  increase  from  July  i  to  31  as  compared  with  last  year. 

Receipts  and  shipments  of  coke  show  material  gains  in  July 
over  what  they  were  for  the  same  month  in  1897. 

The  Western  market  for  anthracite  coal  is  an  uncertain  and  a 
waiting  one  just  now.  It  cannot  be  said  to  have  held  its  own,  as 
it  is  nowapparent  that  a  larger  tonnage  was  sold  during  the  period 
of  reduced  prices  in  July  than  had  been  believed,  which  will  have 
the  effect  of  prolonging  the  period  when  buyers  may  be  expected 
in  the  market,  and  it  may  be  the  end  of  September  or  early  in 
October  before  there  is  any  active  demand  for  coal.  Dealers 
throughout  the  country  appear  to  have  secured  a  supply  of  coal 
during  the  recent  break  in  the  market  sufficient  to  carry  them 
well  into  the  fall,  many  of  them  enough  for  the  winter.  In  the 
territory  east  of  Chicago  which-  is  supplied  from  Buffalo,  is 
the  regular  price,  but  at  Chicago  and  westward  the  market  price 
seems  to  be  about  4.75@S5,  and  not  very  strong  at  that.  It  is  a 
question  whether  the  minimum  figures  are  being  maintained,  and 


there  is  the  usual  attempt  to  saddle  the  responsibility  for  the  low 
prices  upon  the  jobbers,  but  it  is  not  altogether  them.  There  is 
at  least  one  interest  in  the  market  which  strives  to  maintain 
prices  regardless  of  tonnage.  Their  course,  however,  does  not 
seem  to  have  any  marked  effect  upon  the  general  market  and 
only  results  in  a  heavy  sacrifice  of  tonnage.  It  may  be  that  this 
interest  has  some  method  insight  by  which  this  loss  is  to  be  re¬ 
trieved  later,  but  how  this  is  to  be  done  cannot  be  seen  through 
our  glasses.  That  an  unusually  heavy  tonnage  has  been  and  is 
being  tied  up,  both  in  the  country  and  locally  at  retail  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  is  unquestioned,  so  it  looks  as  if  any  loss  of  tonnage  now 
must  really  hold  for  the  season. 

Bituminous  coal  is  not  only  in  better  inquiry,  but  there  is  also 
a  better  all-round  demand  for  both  steam  and  commercial  coal. 
That  there  will  be  a  largely  increased  demand  for  fuel  of  all  kinds 
is  not  to  be  doubted,  and  especially  so  with  all  the  signs  of  revival 
in  industrial  works  and  large  manufacturing  lines.  This  means  a 
heavier  demand  for  coal,  and  while  the  prices  are  exceedingly 
low,  it  must  be  remembered  that  this  is  an  era  of  close  figures  for 
raw  material,  and  in  many  cases  the  finished  product  also.  Still 
the  signs  are  favorable  to  some  slight  advances  being  made  in 
coal  generally.  Thus,  Wellston  is  to  be  advanced  September  i, 
and  this  may  cause  the  price  of  other  coals  to  be  marked  up  cor¬ 
respondingly — steam  as  well  as  domestic. 

Coke  is  in  moderate  demand  only,  and  shipments  on  new 
business  are  comparatively  light,  but  deliveries  on  contracts  are 
well  maintained.  Prices  are  no  more  satisfactory  than  they  have 
been  of  late. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  a  very  quiet  and  un¬ 
eventful  anthracite  market.  August  is  always  a  trying  month  for 
the  producing  companies,  as  large  as  Well  as  small  buyers  usually 
hold  aloof  from  the  market,  but  this  season  it  has  been  rather 
more  general.  Inquiry  from  the  far  east  is  better,  and  some  new 
business  is  coming  in  from  that  territory,  as  dealers  believe  prices 
are  as  low  as  they  will  be  this  year.  One  large  block  of  coal — 
150,000  tons — is  reported  as  having  been  sold.  Sales  agents  are 
looking  for  some  activity  shortly,  as  dealers  are  keeping  in  close 
touch  with  the  market.  Line  trade  is  dull,  but  a  good  business  is 
anticipated  before  many  days.  It  is  not  expected  that  the  output 
for  August  will  exceed  3,500,000  tons,  and  some  of  the  companies 
are  urging  for  a  reduction  in  this  amount.  There  is  little  pres¬ 
sure  to  sell,  as  they  hope  to  get  better  prices  soon.  The  sea¬ 
board  soft  coal  trade  is  extremely  dull,  outside  of  what  a  few 
shippers  are  doing.  The  cause  of  the  quietude  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  consumers  are  not  running  on  full  time.  Orders  also  from 
the  far  east  have  fallen  off  considerably,  and  as  business  in  other 
territory  has  not  increased,  the  soft  coal  market  is  much  quieter 
than  the  preceding  week.  Ports  on  the  Sound  are  taking  little 
or  no  coal,  and  New  York  harbor  is  not  doing  much.  Export 
trade  has  greatly  improved  and  shipments  to  South  America  are 
increasing.  Producers  themselves  are  now  pushing  this  trade, 
with  better  results  than  when  left  to  commission  houses.  On  ac¬ 
count  of  the  poor  demand  generally  transportation  is  slow,  and 
main  lines  are  not  pushing  coal  forward. 

West  Virginia  advices  are  that  the  amount  of  P'airmont  coal 
going  westward  is  unprecedented.  The  force  of  men  and  trains 
at  the  transfer  yards  at  Wheeling  has  been  doubled  to  keep  the 
loaded  cars  from  accumulating.  The  mines  in  Eastern  Ohio 
near  the  state  line  are  working  occasionally  only,  and  many  are 
leaving  for  other  fields.  In  Wheeling  there  is  a  better  demand 
for  coal  and  coke,  all  the  furnaces  are  in  blast,  foundries  are  mak¬ 
ing  better  time,  and  the  manufacturing  industries  generally  are 
running  full.  Just  now  the  Fairmont  region  is  booming.  Ship¬ 
ments  of  coal  are  steady  and  heavy  and  nearly  every  coke  oven 
is  active.  The  mines  on  the  West  Virginia  Central  are  quite 
busy,  as  exports  of  coal  and  coke  have  been  actively  resumed. 
On  the  Norfolk  and  Western  everything  is  running  full — mines 
and  coke  ovens.  Shipments  west  are  good,  and  eastward  they 
are  heavier  than  for  a  long  time.  The  Kanawha  river  and  rail 
mines  are  doing  moderately  well,  and  the  New  River  district  is 
shipping  a  good  deal  of  coal  to  the  east. 

Market  Review  continued  on  page  2 10, 
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29  LIBERTY  STREET,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

PRICES  F.  O.  H.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 

August  i8,  1898. 

Broken  Egg.  Stove.  Nut 

Companies  I'ree  Burning 


White  Ash .  $3.65  Sj-QO  f4.i5  S3.90 

STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . . . $2.oo-$2.6o 

Buckwheat .  1.65-  1.90 

Rice . 1.30-  1.45 

AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 

White  ash . $5.00 

Pink  ash . 5.50 

Red  ash .  5.75 


1  he  anthr.icite  coal  trade  presents  no  new  features  from  those  that  have 
characienzed  it  for  some  time  past.  In  fact  no  changes  are  booked  for  this 
month,  as  August  is  always  the  critical  month  when  dealers  prefer  to  clean  up 
their  stock  on  hand  as  much  as  possible  and  defer  buying  until  such  times  as 
consumers  return  from  the  country  and  call  for  their  usual  fall  and  winter 
supplies. 

There  has  been  a  little  more  new  business  from  some  of  the  territories 
especially  from  the  far  East, and  from  the  number  of  intjuiries  coming  to  hand 
it  would  indicate  that  buyers  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  market  has 
touched  bottom.  We  hear  of  the  sale  of  a  large  block  of  coal  in 
the  East  which  it  is  reported  will  amount  to  about  150,000  tons 
by  one  of  the  companies.  It  is  not  known  what  the  price 
was  on  this  sale,  nor  do  the  other  interests  seem  to  care  very  much  as  they  be¬ 
lieve  a  more  active  season  is  now  at  hand  and  are  holding  their  product  for 
better  figures.  Tr.ide  at  this  center  is  very  (luiet,  though  judging  from  the  in- 
(juir  es  and  the  persistent  shopping  th  .t  is  being  done  it  is  evident  dealers  are 
preparing  to  take  on  more  coal,  which  is  likely  to  occur  at  any  time  now. 
Line  trade  is  dull,  the  tonnage  going  forward  on  this  trade  is  small,  though  it 
is  fairly  firm  and  should  produce  some  good  business  a  little  later.  The  min¬ 
ing  interest  are  working  in  the  closest  harmony,  and  it  is  now  doubtful  if  the 
output  for  the  month  will  come  to  the  estimated  requirements  of  3,500,000  tons, 
as  some  of  the  interests  are  strongly  urging  a  reduction  of  these  figures.  Prices 
are  reported  firmer  than  they  were,  though  this  is  thought  to  be  more  through 
the  lack  of  demand  than  the  desire  to  maintain  values;  however,  it  is  evident 
that  both  individuals  and  companies  are  not  forcing  sales  as  they  hope  to  get 
better  figures  later  on.  The  anthracite  association,  which  for  some  time  past 
has  been  making  an  effort  to  boom  the  hard  coal  and  has  been  endeavoring  to 
get  the  Navy  department  to  change  the  fuel  used  on  the  war  ships  from  bitu- 
tuminous  to  anthracite,  have  been  informed  of  an  adverse  decision  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  not  practicable  to  the  different  countries  owing  to  the  limited 
supply  of  anthracite  as  compared  with  bituminous,  which  can  be  secured  at 
almost  every  port. 

The  Eastern  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  extremely  dull  except  outside  of 
a  few  shippers.  The  stocks  of  coal  on  hand  which  have  been  reported  large, 
from  latei  information  do  not  seem  to  be  as  large  as  anticipated,  and  not  more 
than  is  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year.  We  are  informed  that  the  trouble  comes 
mainly  in  the  consumers  not  doing  full  work  with  their  plants  and  thereby 
using  less  coal.  Orders  from  the  far  East  have  dropped  off  considerably,  and 
as  the  other  territories  have  not  increased  to  any  appreciable  extent,  the  mar¬ 
ket  is  left  in  a  poorer  condition  than  when  last  reported.  The  Sound  ports 
are  very  dull  and  calling  for  practically  no  coal.  New  York  harbor  trade  has 
to  take  a  certain  amount  of  coal  on  account  of  its  general  short  storage  ca¬ 
pacity,  but  shipments  are  also  reduced  to  this  territory  to  a  minimum.  I'ra^ 
local  to  the  shipping  ports  is  quiet,  and  shipments  of  bunker  coal  do  not  ap¬ 
parently  come  up  to  the  usual  amounts.  The  export  trade  continues  fairly 
good,  a  number  of  shipments  being  noted  to  South  America.  If  trade  of  this 
kind  is  maintained  and  increased,  as  seems  likely  to  be  the  case,  it  will  broad¬ 
en  the  market  a  great  deal  and  reduce  the  pressure  for  placing  the  product  of 
the  mines.  This  business  up  to  now  has  been  to  a  great  extent  placed  through 
the  larger  commission  houses,  and  their  correspondents  in  the  South  American 
teinti.nes,  but  this  year  it  would  seem  that  the  producers  themselves  were 
taking  a  hand  in  placing  their  coals  with  the  consumers  direct,  thereby  saving 
a  commission  which  was  in  many  cases  exorbitant,  and  was  a  means  when 
American  coals  came  in  competition  with  British  coals  of  keeping  the  Ameri¬ 
can  coals  from  getting  into  the  market  and  maintaining  itself  there.  All  rail 
trade  is  slow  and  reduced  tonnage  continues. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  slow;  most  producers  have  stocks  of 
coal  at  or  on  the  way  to  tide  and  the  main  line  roads  are  not  pushing  coal  for¬ 
ward,  this  being  detrimental  to  those  producers  who  have  kept  their  stocks  at 
tide,  and  on  the  way,  small.  It  is  quite  possible  that  when  the  railroads  force 
some  of  the  producers,  who  are  making  store  houses  out  of  the  railroad  cars, 
to  unload  them  to  see  some  cheap  p  ices  named.  Car  supply  is  up  to  all  de¬ 
mands.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  up  to  all  needs,  though 
difficulties  are  encountered  where  special  requirements  are  called  for  by  con¬ 
sumers.  We  (juote  current  rates  as  follow.';:  from  Philadelphia  to  Boston, 
Salem  and  Portland,  55@6o;  Sound  ports,  50;  Wareham,  70;  Lynn,65;New- 
buryport  65@7o;  Portsmouth  60;  Dover,  85@90  and  towage;  Saco  75@,'8o  and 
towage;  Gardner,  60  and  towage;  Bangor,  55(^65  The  further  lower  ports 
are  from  nothing  to  5  cents  above  these  rates. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  S1.60  to 
$i  75  f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia,  $1.25  to  jti.50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  $1.65  to 
$1.75  Oil  the  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  $2.10 
to  ^2.20  on  the  higher  grades,  and  $1.60  to  gi.75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


The  miners  at  the  Coal  Bluff  mine  in  the  third  pool,  Pittsburg,  are  on 
strike  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Chicago  agreement.  This  plant  is  owned  by 
C.  Jutte  &  Co.  of  that  city. 


PHILADELPHIA. 

August  15,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  has  not  shown  much  improvement  since  the  oc¬ 
casion  of  our  last  report;  dealers  generally  are  still  holding  off  from  making 
their  purchases,  but  it  is  thought  from  the  amount  of  shopping  done  in  the  market 
and  the  number  of  inquiries  received  that  the  period  of  dullness  is  about  over, 
and  all  that  is  necessary  to  give  the  trade  life  is  the  demand  of  the  consumer 
upon  the  retailer  which  will  necessitate  the  replenishing  of  his  stock,  as  the 
supply  of  coal  in  dealers’  hands  is  reported  as  being  light.  The  movement  of 
coal  at  the  present  time  is  chiefly  to  storing  points,  where  the  coal  will  be  re¬ 
quired  later  in  the  season  and  will  facilitate  the  distribution  of  same.  The  far 
East  is  sending  in  a  few  orders,  but  these  are  mostly  of  small  proportions  and 
are  apparently  to  piece  out  the  season  with.  We  understand,  however,  that 
there  has  been  a  large  block  of  coal  sold  in  this  market  during 
the  week,  and  some  attention  ie  given  it  as  to  what  effect  this  will  have  upon 
the  trade  generally;  so  far  there  has  been  no  desire  manifest  on  the  part  of  the 
other  companies  to  follow  theirlead,  and  it  is  not  believed  that  any  efforts  will  be 
made  to  force  sales  at  this  time,  it  being  considered  bad  policy,  as  it  would  lose 
them  the  opportunity  to  reimburse  their  further  losses  in  the  past  six  months. 
1  he  mines  are  being  operated  on  about  half  time  and  are  working  in  the  closest 
harmony,  which  it  is  thought  will  keep  the  output  down  for  the  month  to  the 
estimated  requirements  and  possibly  under.  The  retail  trade  is  very  dull, 
there  being  no  demand  to  speak  of  outside  of  the  steam  trade  and  a  few  tran¬ 
sient  orders  for  domestic  purposes.  The  various  sizes  are  reported  in  good 
supply  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the  special  coals  which  are  in  better  de¬ 
mand.  The  steam  sizes  are  very  easy  and  mo^t  producers  are  compelled  to 
make  special  effort  to  move  the  coal. 

The  bituminous  coal  trade  is  exceedingly  dull  and  presents  no  new  feat¬ 
ures  worthy  of  note.  The  principal  shipments  continue  to  be  on  old  season 
contracts,  and  even  these  seem  to  be  curtailed  to  some  extent  with  the  excuse 
that  they  are  not  consuming  their  usual  amount  of  coal,  owing  to  working  on 
short  time.  The  far  Ea^t,  which  has  up  to  now  been  the  most  active,  has  fallen 
off  considerably,  and  with  the  other  territories  taking  but  little  coal  it  has  been 
felt  to  some  extent  by  the  shippers.  The  most  pleasing  feature  of  the  week  is 
the  increased  shipmenis  on  export  trade.  A  number  of  the  larger  concerns 
have  taken  this  matter  up  with  some  interest  and  are  making  efforts  to  reach 
the  South  American  consumers  direct,  instead  of  through  the  commission 
houses,  which  looks  from  present  shipments  as  if  the  American  coal  dealers 
were  meeting  with  a  good  deal  of  favor  and  were  making  a  permanent  market 
for  themselves.  All  rail  trade  continues  slow,  and  small  tonnages  are  reported 
with  low  prices. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  slow,  and  the  reports  are  that  consid¬ 
erable  coal  is  banked  up  at  tide  and  on  the  way,  interfering  considerably  with 
through  shipments.  Car  supply  is  good.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  ves¬ 
sels  are  in  good  supply  and  rates  are  easy.  We  quote  current  rates  of  freight 
as  follows  from  Philadelphia:  to  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  35c;  Sound  ports, 
50c;  Wareham,  70c;  Lynn,  65c;  Newburyport,  65  to  70c;  Portsmouth,  60c; 
Dover,  85  to  90c  and  towage;  Saco,  75  to  80c  and  towage;  Gardiner,  60c  and 
towage;  Bangor,  55  to  65c. 


WHEELING,  W.  VA. 

August  18,  1898. 

If  the  declaration  of  a  certain  Fairmont  coal  operator,  that  Fairmont  coal 
is  selling  in  the  West  because  of  its  merit,  and  not  because  it  is  cheap,  then 
western  consumers  have  surely  made  the  discovery  of  its  merit  quite  generally. 
This  Fairmont  operator  further  declares  that  no  Fairmont  coal  is  being  used 
by  Ohio  and  Pennsy  Ivania  operators  to  fill  their  contracts.  If  this  is  true,  or 
rather,  if  the  declaration  is  made  without  mental  reservation,  then  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  coal  is  supplanting  the  product  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  miners  at  an 
alarming  rale.  The  amount  of  Fairmont  coal  going  through  Wheeling  is  un¬ 
precedented.  The  Wheeling,  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Company  has 
doubled  its  force  of  mfn  and  trains  to  haul  this  coal  across  the  river,  and  the 
big  B.  &  O.  bridge  at  Bellaire  is  doing  quite  as  much  in  the  way  of  transfer¬ 
ring  Fairmont  coal.  While  all  this  is  going  on,  the  mines  in  eastern  Ohio  are 
working  only  an  occasional  day  and  the  men  are  leaving  for  other  fields  where 
there  is  more  demand  for  their  services. 

Locally,  the  coal  trade  shows  but  little  change.  The  mills,  steel  works 
and  factories  of  all  sorts  are  working  well  up  to  capacity,  and  are  consuming 
their  normal  amounts  of  coal.  The  outlook  is  good  for  continued  prosperity 
among  the  manufacturing  industries,  and  the  coal  producers  are  correspond¬ 
ingly  encouraged.  There  is  a  better  call  for  coke  in  Wheeling,  all  the  blast 
furnaces  being  at  work,  and  the  foundries  are  making  better  time  than  for 
many  months. 

The  Fairmont  region  is  booming  just  now  and  all  mines  are  running  full, 
shipments  are  steady  and  heavy.  Coke  trade  is  picking  up  somewhat,  and 
nearly  every  oven  in  blast. 

On  the  West  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg  Railroad  the  mines  are  doing 
well  and  the  region  is  quite  busy.  The  slack  trade  that  came  as  a  consequence 
of  the  war  has  disappointed  and  exports  of  coal  and  coke  are  being  resumed. 
The  demand  for  coal  from  the  Eastern  market,  where  all  lines  of  manufacture 
seem  to  be  picking  up,  is  growing  steadily  and  the  outlook  is  good. 

On  the  Norfolk  &  Western  Railroads  there  is  no  change  in  the  situation. 
All  the  mines  are  running  full  and  every  coke  oven  is  in  blast.  The  call  from 
Western  points  continues  good  and  shipments  to  the  East  for  coastwise  and 
seaboard  reshipments  are  heavier  than  for  some  time.  This  region  continues 
to  furnish  considerable  coal  for  use  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  while  the 
closing  war  may  have  the  effect  of  reducing  this  demand,  there  is  every  rea¬ 
son  for  believing  that  the  normal  peace  demand  will  be  much  larger  than  it 
was  before  the  war  and  that  the  Navy  will  be  a  better  customer  than  ever 
before. 

In  the  Kanawha  Valley,  the  river  shipping  mines  are  all  fully  employed. 
A  coal  boat  rise  in  August  is  somewhat  of  a  novelty,  and  the  high  water  of  last 
week  carried  away  nearly  every  ton  of  coal  that  was  loaded.  The  river  ship¬ 
pers  will  be  busy  for  weeks  refilling  the  barges  brought  back  from  lower  river 
points.  The  rail  mines  are  doing  moderately  well  and  are  shipping  consider¬ 
able  coal  to  the  West.  The  New  River  mines  are  doing  a  nice  business,  most 
of  the  coal  going  East. 
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CHICAGO  MARKET.  | 

Extreme  dullness  is  the  prevailing  feature  in  the  anthracite  market  here; 
apparently,  nobody  wants  coal  at  the  nominal  circular,  and  but  few  at  the 
prices  now  current,  which  are  fully  50  cents  below  the  regular  schedule  of 
$5-25  for  the  domestic  sizes  and  $5  for  broken.  The  retail  figures  are  just  as 
badly  cut  and  slashed.  Evidence  is  accumulating  every  day  that  an  unusually 
heavy  tonnage  of  coal  has  been  contracted  both  wholesale  and  at  retail 
in  Chicago,  and  it  must  be  apparent  to  the  least  observant  that  the  tonnage 
now  placed  is  lost  for  this  season.  This  has  become  known  quite  generally, 
the  result  being  that  a  weaker  feeling  has  developed  and  the  market  today  is 
more  uncertain  than  it  has  been  since  the  restoration  of  prices  three  weeks 
ago.  Some  of  the  best  judges  of  the  market  believe  there  will  be  no  demand 
of  consequence  and  no  coal  shipped  on  new  business  for  probably  thirty  days 
or  maybe  more.  There  is  quite  a  scarcity  of  chestnut  with  some  shippers 
and  they  are  behind  on  orders;  there  is  also  a  shortage  of  this  size  at  some  of 
the  yards  and  docks.  There  is  at  least  one  interest  that  is  endeavoring  to 
maintain  the  market  even  at  a  loss  of  business  to  itself. 

Bituminous  coal,  though  not  active,  begins  to  show  signs  of  improvement 
in  several  directions,  chiefly  in  steam  and  in  orders  from  the  country  dealers. 
The  advent  of  peace  appears  to  afford  a  solid  insurance  of  returning  prosper¬ 
ity,  to  be  followed  by  greater  industrial  activity.  Many  manufacturing  plants 
are  already  taking  more  coal  than  they  were  a  month  ago,  and  with  the  in¬ 
crease  in  the  demand  for  finished  material  of  every  kind,  there  will  certainly 
follow  increased  consumption  and  demand  for  fuel.  There  is  a  little  stronger 
feeling  in  the  market,  and  while  no  better  prices  are  obtainable  now, 
there  may  be  some  advances  in  various  coals  Sept.  i.  Probably  domestic 
grades  will  be  the  first  to  feel  the  impetus  of  higher  prices,  and  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  events  the  effect  will  be  felt  in  steam  coal.  Hocking  coal  is  now 
quoted  at  $2.50,  Chicago.  The  Indiana  block  coal  situation  was  probably 
never  so  bad  as  it  is  now,  owing  to  the  extremely  low  prices  named  for  West 
Virginia  and  Hocking.  Threshing  coal  is  still  in  some  little  demand,  but  the 
great  bulk  of  it  is  over  for  this  season. 

Coke  is  only  moving  in  a  moderate  way,  chiefly  deliveries  on  existing  con¬ 
tracts,  new  business  being  quiet. 

CONNELLSVILLE,  PA. 

August  16,  1898. 


Coke  production  lost  step  with  demand  last  week  and  before  the  operator 
realized  it  was  several  laps  ahead.  A  halt  has  been  called,  however,  and  this 
week  will  see  things  righted  again  and  the  trade  traveling  with  its  customary 
smoothness.  The  surplus  is  for  the  most  part  loaded  on  the  cars  ready  for 
shipment  as  soon  as  destinations  are  forthcoming.  This  is  an  unusual  state 
of  affairs  in  the  Connellsville  region  and  goes  to  demonstrate  that  cars  are 
more  plentiful  than  they  used  to  be.  The  region  has  frequently  seen  overpro¬ 
duction,  but  the  surplus  coke  has  always  been  stocked  on  the  yards.  This 
time,  cars  being  available  and  hopes  of  orders  being  high,  the  coke  was  loaded 
as  fast  as  it  came  from  the  ovens,  and  the  cars  were  allowed  to  stand  on  the 
sidings.  But  the  hopes  of  the  operators  were  not  generally  realized,  and  the 
surplus,  instead  of  diminishing,  grew  apace,  until  the  sidings  were  burdened 
and  the  car  supply  began  to  run  short.  The  railroads  kicked  and  the  opera¬ 
tors  were  compelled  to  slow  down  their  works.  They  have  since  discovered 
that  the  region  is  producing  too  much  coke  for  present  demands. 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption  are  as  follows: 


To  Pittsburg . $0.55 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley . 1.10 

To  Cleveland,  Q . 1.40 

To  Buffalo,  N.  Y  —  . 1.75 

To  Detroit,  Mich . . 2.l0 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 1.75 

To  Toledo,  O . 2.05 

To  Columbus.  O . 1.45 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . 2.25 

To  Louisville,  Ky . 2.75 

To  Chicago.  Ill . 2.25 


To  St.  Louis,  Mo . $2.90 

To  East  St.  Louis . 2.25 

To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

To  Joliet,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Peoria,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Baltimore . 1.95 

To  Boston . 3.50 

To  Montreal,  Can . 3.91 

To  New  York . 2.94 

To  Philadelphia . 2.15 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

Since  the  “Alameda”  left,  the  following  vessels  have  arrived  from  Aus¬ 
tralia,  viz.;  “British  Isles”  3,440  tons,  “Canrobert”  2,544  tons,  “Big  Bonanza” 
2,172  tons,  “Celtic  Race”  2,942  tons,  “Lismore”  2,331  tons,  “Martha  Fisher” 
1,150  tons,  “King  David”  3,570  tons;  total,  18,149  tons.  My  last  colonial  re¬ 
port  showed  forty-three  vessels  as  chartered  for  coal,  with  a  carrying  capacity 
of  1 15,000  tons;  now  there  are  but  thirty-eight  vessels  of  ioi,o«o  tons,  indicating 
a  falling  off  of  charters  for  here,  which  has  been  principally  caused  by  the  very 
liberal  engagements  from  Australia  for  Honolulu  for  the  U.  S.  Navy.  As  the 
news  from  the  seat  of  war  is  of  a  decidedly  less  bellicose  nature,  and  an  early 
settlement  is  almost  assured,  the  demand  for  fuel  for  our  navy  must  necessa¬ 
rily  diminish,  and  colonial  shipments  to  Honolulu  will  be  solely  for  commer¬ 
cial,  not  warlike  uses.  Our  principal  coal  consumers  are  unwilling  purchasers 
at  current  rates,  and  some  of  them  are  allowing  their  stocks  to  run  pretty  low, 
anticipating  reduced  Prices  later.  Our  Coast  colliers  are  profiting  by  the  high 
prices  now  established^  and  are  generous  shippers,  in  fact  sailing  vessels  are 
detained  in  British  Columbia  awaiting  their  loading  turn,  as  steamers  take 
precedence.  Some  of  our  importers  are  engaging  coal  freights  six  months 
ahead  from  Newcastle,  thereby  showing  their  belief  in  the  sustenance  of  rates; 
their  judgment  may  prove  faulty  if  we  should  have  seasonable  rains  in  Octo¬ 
ber  and  November  next.  The  anticipated  labor  troubles  at  the  Colonial 
collieries,  which  the  last  mail  referred  to,  appear  to  have  been  amicablyar- 
ranged. 


BOSTON,  MASS. 

August  17,  1898. 


Business  is  yet  slow  in  nearly  all  departments  of  the  anthracite  market, 
but  prices  hold  steady.  An  improvement  in  trade  is  looked  for,  the  season 
being  considerably  advanced.  Freights  continue  quiet,  the  rate  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  being  quoted  at  6o@65c,  with  Baltimore  at  65@7oc,  Norfolk  and  New¬ 
port  News  at  60c  and  New  York  at  40@5oc.  Quotations  for  stove  sizes  f.  o.  b. 
are  yet  $4.10  at  New  York,  with  stove  and  chestnut  at  S3.85,  andbroken  at  $3.60. 
Lykens  Valley  stove  is  quoted  at  $5.10. 

There  is  yet  a  quiet  tone  at  retail  with  no  change  in  prices.  Stove  deliv¬ 
ered  is  selling  $5;  egg  and  nut  at  $4.75;  furnace,  $4.50;  pea,  $3.50;  Franklin, 
$6.50;  Cumberland,  83. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  quiet  with  prices  about  steady.  Prices  are 
quoted;  Georges  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Philadelphia,  8L85;  Clearfield, 8i.4o@ 
1.50;  Pocahontas  and  New  River,  f.  o.  b.  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  $1.75; 
Georges  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Baltimore,  Si. 75. 

Pocket  prices  at  Mystic  Wharf,  Salem,  and  Newburyport  for  anthracite 


coal  are  nominally  as  follows: — 

Bkn. 

Egg- 

Stove. 

Cht. 

Hard  white  ash . . 

4  85 

5  00 

4  75 

Free  white  ash . 

. 4  50 

4  75 

5  00 

4  75 

Shamokin . 

5  00 

5  25 

4  8s 

Lykens  Valley . 

6  10 

4  85 

6  25 

The  receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal 

in  this  port 

the  past  week 

and  since  January  i,  compared  with  last  year,  have  been. 

— 1898 —  — 1897 — 

Week.  Year.  Week. 

Anthracite .  30,217  1,037,228  56,814 

Bituminous .  36,058  1,144,081  38,814 


Receipts 
8,856  tons. 


of  Provincial  coal  at  this  port,  since  January  i. 


Year. 
1,191,321 

891,323 

foot  up 


CINCINNATI,  0. 

August  18,  1898. 

The  river  has  gone  down  to  its  normal  size  again,  and  the  coal  shipments 
from  Pittsburg  and  the  Kanawha  have  ceased,  at  least  for  awhile.  A  large 
amount  of  coal  was  brought  into  this  market  and  that  of  Louisville  during  the 
past  two  weeks,  and  it  is  probably  safe  to  say  that  there  is  more  coal  afloat  in 
the  river  here  now  than  there  has  been  at  this  time  of  the  season  for  many 
years.  Notwithstanding  the  enormous  receipts  here  lately,  the  wholesale 
price  has  not  dropped  as  it  was  thought  it  would,  and  the  market  generally  is 
much  firmer  than  might  be  expected.  Very  little,  if  any,  Pittsburg  coal  was 
sold  at  less  than  4>4  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  barges,  and  there  are  several 
shippers  who  absolutely  refused  to  sell  at  less  than  5  cents.  Five  cents  is 
now  the  asking  price  for  Pittsburg  coal  afloat,  but  it  can  be  bought  a  shade 
under  that.  Kanawha  ranges  from  4  cents  to  5  cents  and  even  Nut 

and  slack  is  in  demand  at  3>^  cents  a  bushel  for  Pittsburg,  and  there  is  very 
little  offering  at  that  price.  Kanawha  nut  and  slack  sells  for  2j^  to  33^  cents 
a  bushel.  Rail  coal  is  rather  dull,  as  buyers  were  expecting  the  price  of  Pitts¬ 
burg  coal  to  be  lowered,  and  have  been  holding  back  all  possible  business. 
Rail  coal  is  quoted  at  $1.75  on  tracks  here,  but  it  can  be  bought  at  a  lower 
figure.  The  retail  trade  is  much  improved.  The  dealers  have  tenaciously 
held  the  open  price  of  coal  delivered  retail  at  $2.25,  all  spring  and  summer, 
although  they  have  been  selling  for  less,  and  now  they  make  the  open  price 
82  00,  ostensibly  on  account  of  the  recent  heavy  receipts,  and  the  dear  public 
is  led  into  thinking  that  coal  is  cheap  now,  and  that  now  is  a  good  time  to  buy 
one’s  coal,  and  business  is  good  as  a  result  of  it.  There  are  tricks  in  all  trades. 
There  has  not  been  a  coal  run  on  the  Ohio  river  before  in  August  for  seven 
years,  and  it  has  been  twenty-three  years  since  the  river  was  as  high  in  August 
as  it  was  last  week.  Anthracite  is  fairly  active  at  various  prices.  Good  coal 
can  be  had  at  an  average  price  of  S5.50  delivered. 


OMAHA,  NEB. 

August  18,  1898. 

Trade  in  soft  coals  is  assuming  a  much  brighter  aspect,  dealers  are  stock 
ing  up  their  yards  preparatory  to  the  opening  of  the  season,  the  progress  of 
which  is  growing  rapidly.  Prices  on  all  leading  brands  are  a  trifle  higher 
than  at  the  opening  of  last  season,  and  it  is  confidently  stated  by  producers 
that  the  era  of  low  prices  is  at  an  end;  if  this  proves  to  be  the  case  the  western 
miners  will  appreciate  the  new  condition  of  things,  for  they  surely  have  had  an 
up-hill  time  of  it  for  the  past  few  years;  how  they  have  managed  to  keep  up  is 
for  them  to  explain,  the  secret  must  be  valuable. 

In  hard  coal  circles  there  is  but  little  doing;  the  fact  that  all  dealers  are 
provided  with  cheap  coal  bids  fair  to  keep  retail  prices  at  a  minimum  during 
the  fall  months.  The  coal  bought  for  August  shipment  is  slow  in  arriving,  but 
this  fact  creates  no  apprehension,  as  there  is  but  little  desire  on  the  part  of 
consumers  to  hurry  matters,  the  need  for  the  goods  is  still  a  matter  of  the 
future.  No  doubt  all  the  coal  will  be  here  long  before  it  is  needed.  There 
will  be  no  buying  at  the  advance  for  a  long  time.  Several  offers  of  immediate 
delivery  coal  have  been  made  lately  at  a  very  slight  advance  over  the  84.25 
Chicago  price.  But  takers  are  few  and  the  coal  goes  begging. 

The  low  price  on  hard  coal  is  bad  for  the  substitute  article  and  Ar¬ 
kansas  coals  will  not  be  in  demand  this  winter.  The  crop  prospects  are  such 
that  the  gay  and  festive  corn  cob  will  have  to  take  a  back  seat;  the  tonnage  of 
hard  coal  already  sold  throughout  the  corn  belt  is  much  in  advance  of  the  last 
three  years,  so  it  would  seem  that  Mr.  Farmer  intends  to  enjoy  the  luxury  of  a 
comfortable  fire  this  winter. 


The  new  company  which  recently  purchased  the  gas  works  at  Williams¬ 
port,  Pa.,  has  announced  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  gas  for  fuel  purposes  to 
$1.25  net  per  1000  feet.  At  this  price  it  is  said  hard  coal  would  have  to  sell  at 
between  $4  and  $4.50  per  ton  to  be  cheaper  than  gas.  The  new  company  also 
promises  to  make  a  cut  of  nearly  50  per  cent  from  the  present  charge  of  82.50 
per  1,000  feet  on  gas  for  lighting  purposes. 


[August  20 


210  The  Black  Diamond. 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

Aug.  1 8,  1898. 

The  coal  market  in  Buffalo  has  picked  up  a  little;  the  local  demand  is  very 
good  and  outside  orders  are  more  plentiful. 

Prices  of  coal  remain  unchanged  as  follows: 

For  anthracite  coal,  wholesale  prices  in  cars  at  Buffalo  or  Suspension 
Bridge,  2,240  pounds,  $4  for  grate;  54.25  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut.  These 
quotations  are  50  cents  lower  than  prices  on  January  i. 

For  anthracite  coal,  2,240  pounds,  delivered  free  on  board  of  vessels  at 
Buffalo,  prices  on  May  i  were:  54.30  for  grate;  54.55  fo*”  stove  and  chest¬ 
nut:  retail,  within  the  city  limits,  2,000  pounds,  delivered  May  1,  54-50  on  grate; 
54.75  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  and  54  for  pea.  Blossberg  sells  ..t  54- 

For  bituminous  coal,  2,000  pounds  car  lots  on  track,  Buffalo,  Allegheny 
region,  screened  lump,  $1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  51.50;  run  of  mine,  5140; 
nut  and  slack  mixed,  51.25;  slack,  51.15.  Reynoldsville  region,  screened  lump, 
51.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  51.60;  run  of  mine,  51.50;  nut  and  slack  mixed, 
51.30;  slack,  51-20.  Pittsburg  region,  screened  lump,  51.70;  lump  and  nut 
mixed,  5i.6o;  run  of  mine,  51.50;  nut,  51.50;  slack,  51.20.  Fairmont  region, 
screened  lump,  51.70;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  51.60;  run  of  mine,  $1.50;  slack, 
51.20.  Mercer  County  region,  screened  lump,  51.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed, 
51  50:  run  of  mine,  $1.40;  slack,  51.15.  Briar  FIill  region,  screened  lump,  53.35: 
Canni  1  coal.  No.  i.  54- 

Cuke  is  quoted  at  53- 15  for  Reynoldsville  and  54-05  for  Connellsville  per 
net  ton  in  car  lots  on  tracks. 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for  the  weekending  August  13th,  ag¬ 
gregated  108.395  tons,  the  largest  of  the  year.  The  shipments  were  distributed 
as  follows:  Chicago  59,635,  Milwaukee  24,400,  Duluth  4400,  Superior  6,050, 
Marquette  1,240,  Green  Bay  1,200,  Bay  City  1,320,  Manitowoc  2,500,  Manistique 
1,500,  Toledo  1,250,  Hancock  2,550,  Washburn  2,200,  Grand  Marais  200. 

The  Lake  Michigan  freight  rates  have  dropped  back  to  25c.  The  rates  to 
other  ports  are  as  follows:  Superior  25c,  Duluth  25c,  Marquette  20c,  Manis¬ 
tique  25c,  Toledo  20,  Hancock  20c,  Washburn  20,  Bay  City  ZSC,  Green  Dey25c. 


PITTSBURB,  Pa. 

August  18,  1898. 

Again  the  threatened  strike  of  the  Monongahela  coal  mines  has  failed  to 
have  any  effect,  and  all  the  mines  in  the  third  pool,  where  trouble  was  feared, 
are  working.  The  rate  paid  in  this  pool  is  52.25  per  too  bushels,  or  22  cents 
below  the  so-called  district  price.  Mining  operations  on  the  river  are  rather 
slow  just  now,  but  the  empty  craft  now  on  the  road  home  will  soon  put  the 
men  to  work.  The  mill  demand  keeps  up  quite  well,  as  there  is  now  some¬ 
thing  of  a  spurt  in  the  iron  and  steel  trade.  River  coal  is  still  quoted  at  4c 
per  bushel  for  lump,  2^c  tor  slack,  and  2^c  for  run  of  mine.  In  the  railroad 
district  the  situation  remains  unchanged.  Although  the  mines  do  not  run  over 
half  time,  shipments  to  the  lakes  are  quite  large.  There  is  some  complaint  of 
a  short  car  supply.  Lump  coal  is  still  quoted  at  82c  per  ton  at  the  mines,  the 
local  price  being  51.07. 

The  Connellsville  coke  trade  seems  to  have  struck  something  of  an  ob¬ 
stacle  during  the  past  week.  Production  was  cut  down  1,557  tons,  and  the  de¬ 
mand  took  about  1,000  tons  less  than  it  did  the  week  previous.  The  output 
was  143,911  tons,  and  shipments  124,219  tons.  Prices  show  no  change. 


ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

Aug.  18,  1898. 

The  movement  of  bituminous  coal  continues  to  increase.  Especially  is 
this  true  of  the  higher  grades  of  coal  for  domestic  use.  Ten  days  or  two 
weeks  hence  this  movement  will  of  course  reach  still  larger  dimensions,  nat¬ 
ural  to  the  season  when  consumers  more  actively  stock  up  for  the  winter.  The 
yard  business  is  referred  to  as  being  very  good  for  the  season.  Receipts  of 
coal  from  Illinois  mines  to  East  St.  Louis,  as  reported  by  the  St.  Louis  Coal 
Traffic  Bureau  from  August  8  to  15,  were  2,780  cars  or  73,082  tons.  For  the 
same  period  in  July  this  year  they  were  2,488  cars  or  63,795  tons,  and  for 
August  8-15,  1897,  883  cars  or  21,866  tons. 

1  he  receipts  for  the  fiist  fifteen  days  of  August,  1898,  were  5,138  cars  or 
135,349  tons  as  against  1,780  cars  or  43,661  tons  in  the  corresponding  period, 
1897,  and  4,544  cars,  105,550  tons  in  1896.  The  small  showing  in  1897  was,  of 
course,  due  to  the  strike. 

Prices  remain  practically  the  same  as  last  week.  Current  quotations  on 
bituminous  coal  car  lots,  f.  o.  b..  East  St.  Louis  are  as  follows:  Big  Muddy, 
$I-87J^;  Trenton,  1 1.62 second  grades,  5i  35;  Mt.  Olivet,  51.10;  Standard, 
5 1 .00. 

There  is  no  change  in  anthracite,  both  volume  of  business  and  prices  re¬ 
maining  about  the  same  as  last  week. 


MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

Augu.st  18,  1898. 

It  is  a  buyers’  market  for  either  hard  or  soft  coal.  The  recent  drop  of  one 
dollar  in  the  price  of  anthracite  induced  large  purchasing,  and  it  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  true  that  the  bulk  of  the  coal  that  will  be  burned  next  winter  in  Milwau¬ 
kee  was  sold  at  the  reduced  rate.  This  was  expected  when  the  cut  was  made, 
and  as  cheap  coal  cannot  make  new  consumers,  it  was  known  also  that  the 
winter  business  of  the  coal  companies  would  suffer  as  a  result  of  the  summer 
rush.  In  other  words,  those  who  cut  the  price  were  willing  to  accept  the 
low'  r  figure  and  make  what  they  could  as  a  margin.  And  if  there  is  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  margin  at  five  dollars,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  look  for  an  average 
rate  much  below  the  56  price  current  three  weeks  ago.  The  amount  of  coal 
received  in  Milwaukee  this  season  is  as  follows:  Anthracite,  233,847  tons;  bi¬ 
tuminous,  315,707  tons,  making  a  total  of  549,554.  This  is  but  little  more  than 
had  been  received  up  to  this  date  a  year  ago.  New  business  is  exceedingly 
light  in  the  wholesale  or  retail. 


DISPUTE  IN  FOURTH  DISTRICT  OF  ILLINOIS. 


The  fight  for  a  differential  in  favor  of  the  mines  located  on  the  Chicago 
and  Alton  R.  R.  south  of  Springfield  which  has  been  going  on  for  the  past 
week  at  Springfield,  Ill.,  bids  fair  to  end  without  any  change  being  made  in 
the  price  paid  for  mining  in  that  district,  which  was  fixed  at  the  Chicago  con¬ 
vention,  and  ratified  at  the  Springfield  convention,  wherein  there  may  have  been 
a  hardship  imposed  upon  the  miner  in  that  locality.  It  is  not  so  much  a  matter 
of  mining  and  the  price  per  ton  to  be  paid  to  the  miner  as  it  is  a  question  of 
freight  rates.  The  mining  price,  as  fixed  in  the  Chicago  and  Springfield  con¬ 
vention, places  this  district  on  an  equality  with  Danville,  Mt .  Olive  and  the  Belle¬ 
ville  districts.  The  railroads  hauling  coal  from  mining  districts  where  the  min¬ 
ing  price  has  been  advanced,  have  conformed  to  the  new  order  of  things,  and 
no  complaint  is  heard  from  the  operators  in  these  districts  that  they  are  un¬ 
able  to  find  a  market  for  their  product.  Prior  to  the  Chicago  convention  it 
had  been  the  rule  generally  for  the  railroads  to  make  an  arbitrary  freight  rate 
from  each  district.  The  operator  then  went  into  the  market  and  got  the  most 
he  could  for  his  product,  and  the  difference  between  what  he  got  and  the 
freight  rate  was  divided  between  the  miner  and  operator  in  the  form  of  wages 
and  profit.  After  paying  the  wages  demanded  by  the  miner  the  profit  was 
usually  found  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  ledger.  I  he  railroads  in  the  past  hav¬ 
ing  fixed  a  freight  rate  at  which  they  were  willii  g  to  haul  the  coal,  took  no  part 
in  the  deliberations  between  operators  and  miners,  and  any  shrinking  that  had 
to  be  done  to  find  a  market  had  to  come  out  of  the  small  profit  of  the  operator 
or  from  the  low  wages  of  the  miner.  The  great  Chicago  convention  changed 
this  condition;  the  miner  and  the  operator  fixed  the  price  for  mining  in  the 
several  districts,  based  upon  the  conditions  of  mining.  If  the  railroads  would 
do  their  part,  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  disturbing  the  differential  in  the 
mining'price  as  fixed  after  due  deliberation  by  a  joint  meeting  of  the  operators 
and  miners.  Any  change  in  any  one  district  would  most  likely  be  disastrous 
to  the  whole  as  would  be  removing  one  stone  from  an  arch.  If  the  railroads 
handling  coal  from  the  district  in  dispute  would  do  its  duty  by  its  operators, 
no  hardships  would  be  worked  upon  the  operators  of  other  districts,  and  the 
operators  on  the  line  of  that  road  would  have  their  full  measure  of  trade,  and 
the  good  work  of  the  Chicago  convention  would  not  be  jeopardized. 


Market  Review  continued  from  page  20’]. 

Buffalo  advices  are  that  demand  for  coal  locally  is  better  and 
orders  from  the  outside  more  plentiful.  Shipments  of  coal  from 
Buffalo  westward  by  lake  aggregated  108,395  tons,  the  largest  of  the 
year,  distributed  as  follows:  Chicago  59,635  tons,  Milwaukee 24,400 
tons,  Duluth  4,400  tons,  Superior  6,050,Marquette  1,240  tons.  Green 
Bay  1,200  tons.  Bay  City  1,320  tons,  Manitowoc  2,500  tons,  Manis¬ 
tique  1,500  tons,  Toledo  1,250  tons,  Hancock  2, 550tons,  Washburn 
2,200  tons  and  Grand  Marais  200  tons.  Lake  Michigan  freight  rates 
have  receded  to  25  cents,  the  same  as  to  Superior,  Duluth,  Manis¬ 
tique,  Bay  City  and  Green  Bay;  Marquette,  Toledo,  Hancock  and 
Washburn  20  cents. 

Our  Omaha  correspondent  reports  that  dealers  are  stocking 
up  and  prices  area  little  higher  on  all  leading  grades  of  soft  coal 
than  they  were  last  season.  The  low  prices  of  hard  coal  will 
create  a  greater  demand  all  through  the  country,  and  their  effect 
is  already  seen  in  the  neglect  of  Arkansas  coal.  Anthracite  is 
slow  to  arrive,  but  consumers  are  in  no  hurry  to  buy.  Offers  of 
immediate  delivery  coal  are  made  at  a  slight  advance  over  the 
July  ^4.25  price. 

Cincinnati  advices  are  that  notwithstanding  the  enormous  re¬ 
ceipts  of  river  coal  during  the  past  two  weeks,  the  wholesale  market 
is  firmer  than  might  be  expected.  Rail  coal  is  dull.  Retail  trade 
has  improved  for  anthracite  as  w'ell  as  bituminous  coal. 

Our  Pittsburg  correspondent  says  that  the  threatened  strike 
of  the  river  miners  failed  to  materialize,  and  nearly  all  are  work¬ 
ing.  The  rail  mines  are  running  about  half  time  only,  but  ship¬ 
ments  to  the  lake  are  large. 

St.  Louis  advices  are  that  there  is  a  better  movement  of  do¬ 
mestic  grades  of  soft  coal. 


At  Washington,  Pa.,  a  valuable  tract  of  coal  land,  I47l^  acres,  was  sold 
at  sheriff’s  sale  last  week  to  Professor  Edwin  Linton.  The  land  formerly  be¬ 
longed  to  Mahlon  Linton,  H.  F.  Cleaver  and  others. 

A  dispatch  from  Nelsoiiville,  Ohio,  says:  “Scarcely  a  wheel  is  turning  at 
any  of  the  coal  mines  in  this  vicinity,  and  consequently  business  of  all  kinds 
is  depressed.  Hard  times  are  expected  in  the  Hocking  Valley  this  winter  un¬ 
less  there  is  very  largely  increased  activity  and  demand  for  coal.’’ 

Report  has  it  that  some  Pittsburg  operators  are  preparing  to  abrogate 
the  Chicago  agreement  and  reduce  the  present  scale  of  miner’s  wages  in  that 
district.  This,  it  is  claimed,  is  due  to  the  severe  competition  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  coal  and  the  fact  that  the  miners’  union  officials  have  failed  to  unionize 
the  miners  in  that  State.  The  West  Virginia  miners  have  an  independent 
union  of  their  own. 
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ON  THE  WING.  | 

The  cruiser  Minneapolis  was  coaled  last  week  at  Newport  News. 

*  * 

Mr.  Joseph  Dickson,  of  New  York,  is  on  a  pleasure  trip  up  the  lakes  to 
Duluth  and  the  west. 

* 

*  ♦ 

The  city  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  asks  for  proposals  for  6,000  tons  of  Yough- 
iogheny  screenings  for  the  pumping  stations.  Bids  received  until  10.30 
August  30,  1898. 

*  * 

A  new  Illinois  corporation  is  the  Breese  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Breese;  capi¬ 
tal  stock  $40,000.  The  incorporators  are  Randolph  Smith,  Henry  Hummert 
and  Henry  Kines. 

* 

S.  W.  Schradee,  operating  the  Christina  mine  in  the  second  Mononga- 
hela  pool,  has  leased  the  Buffalo  mine  in  the  third  pool  which  has  been  oper¬ 
ated  by  J.  B.  Corey. 

«■ 

* 

Mr.  D.  H.  Preston,  of  D.  H.  Preston  &  Co.,  the  well  known  coal  firm  at  4 
West  Harrison  Street,  Chicago,  knows  a  good  fox  terrier  when  he  sees  it,  or  in 
other  words  he’ll  sees  (seize)  it  whether  he  knows  it  or  not.  Thereby  hangs 
a  little  tale. 

* 

Some  of  the  users  of  steam  coal  in  Pittsburg  have  promised  the  city  au¬ 
thorities  that  they  will  return  to  the  use  of  natural  gas  if  the  smoke  nuisance 
cannot  be  abated  in  any  other  way. 

* 

:k 

The  July  output  is  officially  reported  at  3,768,000  tons,  being  168,000  tons 
above  the  allotment  arranged  for  the  month,  but  is  207,000  tons  below  the 
shipments  for  the  corresponding  month  of  1897. 

* 

*  * 

Major  J.  B.  Sanborn’s  letter,  which  was  referred  to  last  week, will  be  found 
on  another  page,  and  will  well  repay  perusal,  as  it  gives  some  interesting  de¬ 
tails  which  have  escaped  the  notice  of  regular  newspaper  correspondents. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  J.  K.  Eagle,  president  of  the  J.  K.  Eagle  Co.,  Kankakee,  Ill.,  was  in 
Chicago  this  week.  Mr.  Eagle  says;  “Yes,  our  coal  business  is  good  and 
improving  every  week.  I  look  forward  to  a  brisk  and  active  fall  trade  in  fuel 
of  all  kinds.’’ 

* 

Mr.  J.  T.  Connery’s  wife  presented  him  with  a  fine  boy  August  12,  all  doing 
well.  This  the  first  son,  the  others,  three,  being  girls.  Mr.  Connery  is  the  Chi¬ 
cago  manager  of  the  Youghiogheny  &  Lehigh  Coal  Co  ,  with  offices  in  the  Stock 
Exchange  building. 

* 

The  National  Coal  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  is  a  concern  chartered  this  week, 
which,  however,  has  been  operating  the  National  Mine  on  the  Pan  Handle  for 
several  years.  It  now  has  a  capital  of  $100,000,  and  will  make  extensive  im¬ 
provements  at  its  mines. 


Mr.  J.  W.  Lowe,  175  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  sales  agent  of  Boyd,  Stick- 
ney  &  Co.,  general  western  sales  agents  for  “Old  Lee’’  anthracite  coal,  is  tak¬ 
ing  a  well-earned  vacation,  visiting  friends  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  He  will 
probably  return  by  September  ist. 


f* 

*  * 


Melvin  1.  Corbett,  Scranton,  Pa.,  died  at  his  home  in  Scranton  August  19, 
1898.  Mr.  Corbett  was  attorney  for  the  coal  department  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  and  Western  Railroad.  He  had  charge  of  all  the  deeds,  leases 
and  other  papers  connected  with  the  coal  laws  of  this  company. 


* 

*  * 

Mr.  Chas.  B.  Niblock,  president  of  the  Brazil  Block  Coal  Co.,  355  Dear¬ 
born  street,  Chicago,  has  returned  from  his  trip  to  Seattle,  Wash.,  where  he 
has  been  for  several  weeks  looking  after  his  coal  interests  in  that  state.  Mr. 
Niblock  greatly  enjoyed  his  visit  to  the  Pacific  slope  and  derived  material 
benefit  from  the  trip. 

* 

*  * 

The  executive  committee  of  the  Anthracite  Association,  recently  organ¬ 
ized  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  together  with  the  president,  secretary  and  others,  held  a 
session  last  week,  at  which  it  was  resolved  to  proceed  against  the  several 
carrying  roads  for  violating  the  provisions  of  the  Inter-State  Commerce  Law. 
The  committee  claims  to  be  in  possession  of  data  which  give  it  a  good 
case. 

* 

^  * 

Mr.  E.  J.  Corbett,  Detroit,  Mich.,  shipper  of  anthracite  and  bituminous 
coal  and  coke,  has  issued  a  mammoth  postal  card  and  circular,  appropriately 
entitled  “A  Straight  Tip,’’  in  other  words,  “a  positive  certainty”  to  profits  in 
coal;  “there’s  no  room  for  debate,  no  ground  for  doubt,  but  I  can’t  blazon  it 
to  the  world.  You  will  readily  understand  this.  Write  for  particulars,  etc.’’ 
Dealers  in  his  territory  should  write  for  “A  Straight  Tip,” 


Mr.  W.  S.  Bogle,  president  of  the  Crescent  Coal  and  Mining  Co.,  the 
Rookery,  Chicago,  who  returned  from  New  York  this  week,  says:  “The  east¬ 
ern  anthracite  coal  market  is  in  better  condition.  There  is  some  improvement 
in  both  inquiry  and  demand,  and  prices,  though  low,  are  apparently  steady. 
Several  of  the  producing  interests  whom  I  saw  in  New  York  are  feeling  more 

hopeful  and  expect  an  active  trade  in  September.” 

* 

* 

The  officials  of  the  Omaha  Exposition  are  straining  every  nerve  to  make 
Chicago  day,  Saturday,  October  i,  a  splendid  success.  The  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Exposition  Commission  has  sent  out  an  earnest  appeal  to  the 
business  men  of  Chicago  to  aid  them  in  making  the  occasion  a  memorable  one. 
Low  rates  will  be  made  by  all  lines  into  Omaha,  and  the  inducements  offered 
should  attract  big  crowds  from  this  city  and  Illinois. 

*  ^ 

Shipments  of  Pocahontas  coal  from  Norfolk,  Va.,  continue  to  increase, 
and  large  cargoes  are  being  carried  in  English  steamers  to  British  coaling 
stations  in  the  East.  Much  significance  is  deduced  from  the  fact  that  neither 
custom  house  officials  nor  shippers  will  reveal  the  destination  or  name  of  con¬ 
signee.  On  account  of  the  strike  of  the  miners  in  Wales,  England  is  proba¬ 
bly  preparing  for  emergencies  in  the  Orient,  possibly  war  with  Russia. 

* 

*  * 

Messrs.  Duncan  &  Spangler,  extensive  miners  and  shippers,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  Philadelphia,  have  opened  up  offices  at  No.  i  Broadway,  New  York 
City.  Mr.  S.  G.  Baldwin,  formerly  with  Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  has  been 
appointed  sales  agent  for  New  York  and  the  east.  Mr.  Baldwin  has  been 
associated  with  the  trade  for  quite  a  number  of  years,  and  judging  from  his 
large  acquaintances  among  the  trade  through  this  territory  and  his  ability, 
should  do  well  in  his  new  field. 


General  A.  W.  Greeley,  Washington,  D.  C.,  is  reported  as  saying,  “that 
while  we  are  getting  a  coaling  station  in  the  Philippines  we  can  get  one  near 
to  a  place  where  there  is  coal.”  It  is  well  known  that  on  Luzon  there  are  im¬ 
mense  coal  deposits,  the  development  of  which  had  been  forbidden  by  the 
Spanish  authorities  on  the  island.  Whether  this  coal  is  suitable  for  marine 
steam  purposes  is  not  known,  but  will  be  speedily  ascertained  as  soon  as  a  final 
disposition  is  made  of  the  islands. 

*  * 

The  Pennsylvania  railroad  has  a  freight  locomotive.  No.  872,  one  of  five, 

four  others  in  course  of  construction,  which  weighs  118  tons,  conceded  to  be  the 

largest  and  strongest  railroad  engine  in  the  world.  Last  week  it  hauled  a  train 

of  130  leaded  coal  cars  from  Altoona  to  Columbia  in  fourteen  hours.  The  train 

was  3,877  feet  long,  a  little  less  than  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  with  5,212  tons, 

of  which  3,692  tons  were  coal  behind  the  tender  and  engine.  An  ordinary  coal 

freight  train  consists  of  sixty  cars  carrying  2,350  tons. 

* 

*  * 

The  Alexander  McDougall,  the  big  whaleback  steamer,  is  at  the  fueling 

dock  of  the  Youghiogheny  &  Lehigh  Coal  Co.,  at  the  foot  of  North  Water 

street,  discharging  a  3,500  ton  cargo  of  Youghiogheny  screenings  for  lake 

steamers,  tugs,  etc.  Manager  Connery  says,  “The  captain  of  this  boat  informs 

me  that  the  vessel  has  a  capacity  of  7,500  tons.”  The  400  foot  boat  was  too 

long  and  too  broad  and  drew  too  much  water  to  get  up  to  the  dock  on  North 

Branch  street  and  so  unloaded  at  the  fueling  dock. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  Henry  S.  Fleming,  secretary  of  the  Anthracite  Coal  Operators’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  26  Cortlandt  street.  New  York,  who  has  been  active  in  his  efforts  to 
have  anthracite  coal  introduced  into  the  navy,  has  just  returned  from  Wash¬ 
ington,  where  he  had  been  accorded  interviews  with  Navy  bureau  chiefs  and 
the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Mr.  Fleming  has  the  promise  that  as 
soon  as  a  satisfactory  vessel  is  available  it  will  be  detailed  to  make  a  series  of 
tests  of  the  various  sizes  and  kinds  of  anthracite  coal. 

*  ^ 

The  new  anthracite  association,  at  a  recent  meeting  at  Scranton,  found 
many  intricate  phases  and  knotty  problems  spread  before  them.  Not  the 
least  among  them  is  the  fact  that  many  of  the  producing  companies  are 
interested  in  the  production  of  bituminous  coal  and  own  acres  of  land  under¬ 
laid  with  it.  The  Inter-state  Commerce  committee  finds  that  it  will  take  a 
considerable  amount  of  evidence  to  make  out  a  case  to  present  to  the  Inter- 
State  Commerce  commission,  which  will  entail  considerable  expense,  with  as 
yet  no  available  funds.  The  association  is,  however,  enthusiastic  over  the 
prospective  new  railroad  from  Scranton  to  tidewater. 

*  * 

Sidney  P.  Hostler,  general  sales  agent  in  the  West  of  the  Winifrede  Coal 
Co.,  Philadelphia,  has  just  returned  from  a  trip  through  Kentucky,  and  reports 
everything  looking  prosperous  in  that  section,  but  that  the  coal  trade  is  quiet 
just  now,  though  the  outlook  is  good  for  the  fall.  He  says,  “owing  to  the  recent 
rise  in  the  river  a  large  quantity  of  coal  arrived  at  Cincinnati  from  the  Kana¬ 
wha  Valley  which  has  curtailed  the  demand,  and  buyers  are  waiting  to  see  what 
effect  it  will  h  ive  on  the  market  there.  Our  Chicago  office  is  enjoying  a  good 
run  of  country  orders  for  Winifrede  lump  and  we  look  for  an  increase  Sep¬ 
tember  I,  but  buyers  should  order  early,  as  box  cars  are  already  becoming 
scarce.” 
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At  the  meeting  in  Sjjringfield  this  week  of  the  National  Executive  Board 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  to  make  a  settlement  of  the  strike  in  the  Virden, 
Ill.,  district,  Mr.  S.  M.  Dalzell  of  Spring  Valley,  president  of  the  Illinois  Coal 
Operators’ Association,  entered  a  protest  saying  the  board  had  no  status  under 
the  Chicago  agreement  to  settle  internal  difficulties  in  this  state.  Mr.  J.  B. 
Cavanaugh  of  Chicago,  representing  the  operators  of  the  Northern  field,  said  this 
committee  should  be  made  up  of  railroad  freight  agents  with  power  to  make 
rates.  The  Springfield  operators  and  those  of  the  Northern  and  Southern 
coal  fields  are  opposed  to  any  reduction  m  the  mining  scale,  as  if  made  it 
would  throw  the  whole  state  out  of  line.  While  it  is  conceded  that  an  injus¬ 
tice  may  have  been  done  to  the  operators  in  this  district,  still  it  is  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  Chicago  and  Springfield  agreement  as  generally  understood 
and  any  change  made  would  necessarily  cause  changes  in  the  scale  for  the 
state. 

*  * 

W.  Porter  &  Co.,  159  -161  La  Salle  street,  Chicago,  coal  brokers,  whatever 
that  may  mean,  have  a  uniciue  way  of  doin^  business,  and  their  customers  at 
the  same  time,  it  is  reported.  Their  order  slips  read:  ‘'Tons  chestnut  size, 
tons  range  size,  tons  small  egg  size.  Pay  no  money  to  agents.  All  coal  sent 
C.  O.  D.  No  checks  taken.  No  orders  by  telephone.”  As  these  are  the  regular 
sizes  of  anthracite  coal  the  order  is  misleading,  as  ordinarily  soft  coal  is  called 
either  lump  or  nut  for  domestic  coal,  which  is  the  trade  this  firm  seeks.  In 
small  letters  are  the  words  “bituminous  coal.”  In  their  circular  the  firm 
claims  not  to  belong  to  the  “coal  combination.”  “We  are  fighting  this  combi¬ 
nation.”  As  there  is  no  combination  of  soft  coal  operators,  this  is  another  mis¬ 
leading  statement.  The  coal  is  quoted  at  $4.75,  delivered.  On  visiting  the 
firm’s  offices — suite,  if  you  please — there  was  a  small  standing  desk  in  the  outer 
one,  in  the  inner  one  an  old-fashioned  desk,  two  chairs,  and  leaky  water  cooler. 
Further  comment  is  unnecessary  except  to  say  that  two  of  their  solicitors  were 
arrested  for  swindling  and  subsecjuently  released,  the  case  being  continued. 


OPERATORS  ON  THE  AI/ION  REFl'SEI)  A  REOICTION. 

Messrs.  McKay,  Kennedy  and  Kyan,  memberaof  the  National  Committee 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers’ Association,  which  has  been  in  session  at  Spring- 
field,  Illino  s  since  August  ii,  adjourned  on  August  17,  after  rendering  a  de¬ 
cision  rejecting  the  claim  of  the  operators  upon  the  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad 
south  of  Springfield,  tor  a  reduction  from  the  Springfield  scale. 

The  arguments  submitted  by  both  sides  in  brief  were  as  follows:  The 
Virden  operators  stated  that  imsmuch  as  the  current  selling  price  of  screened 
lump  coal,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  was  S1.37J  per  ton,  and  the  freight  rate  from  the 
mines  to  Chicago,  85c  per  ton,  that  it  was  manifestly  impossible  for  them  to 
pay  40c  perton  for  mine  run  coal.  They  also  showed  that  coal  from  the 
Grape  Creek  district  was  transported  to  Chicago  for  62j4c  per  ton,  a  differen¬ 
tial  against  them  of  22>^c  per  ton.  They  also  showed  that  their  profits  had 
been  reduced  by  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  blasting  powder  sold  to  their 
miners  from  $2. 25  per  keg  to  St. 75  per  keg.  They  further  claimed  that  their 
freight  rate  to'.Chicago  was  5c  per  ton  greater  than  from  the  Springfield  dis¬ 
trict 

In  view  of  these  facts  they  requested  a  reduction  from  40c,  the  scale  price, 
to  30c  per  ton. 

Representatives  from  the  Illinois  Operators’  Association,  from  the  St. 
Louis  Operators’  Association  and  from  the  Springfield  District  Operators’ 
Association,  opposed  the  claims  of  the  C.  &  A.  operators  and  of  any  attempt 
being  made  by  the  Miners’  Committee  to  change  that  scale  on  the  following 
grounds: 

1st.  That  the  Chicago  agreement  expressly  provided  that  all  internal 
differences,  both  as  to  prices  and  conditions,  were  to  be  determined  by  the 
operators  and  miners  within  the  state,  and  that  any  change  would  be  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  that  agreement,  and  that  therefore  the  Miners’  National  Executive 
Committee  had  no  authority  to  take  up  the  question  at  all. 

For  the  information  of  the  Board,  a  statement  was  submitted  showing  that 
the  Chicago  &  Alton  operators  did  not  pay  the  85-cent  freight  rate,  except 
upon  an  insignificant  amount  of  tonnage. 

It  was  also  shown  that  any  change  in  the  C.  &  A.  district  would  inevitably 
lead  to  strikes  and  confusion  throughout  the  states  of  Illinois  and  Indiana. 
This  was  supported  by  telegrams  from  Indiana  operators. 


The  Jupiter  Coal  Mining  Company  will  go  out  of  business  about  Septem¬ 
ber  I,  having  sold  its  plant  to  the  Duquoin  Union  Coal  Company. 

Mr.  C.  L.  Bryan,  of  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  is  about  to  reopen  a  coal  mine  at  Fair 
Haven,  near  there. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Land  Co.  has  struck  a  fine  seventeen-foot  vein  of  coal 
near  Hazleton,  Pa.  The  tract  of  land  consists  of  1,000  acres  and  includes  the 
old  Black  Ridge  colliery.  The  vein  of  coal  referred  to  is  covered  with  about 
seventy  feet  of  earth. 

At  Curacao,  Venezuela,  coal  as  a  domestic  fuel  is  unknown  to  the  house¬ 
keeper,  charcoal  being  universally  used  in  tiny  portable  braziers,  that  would 
ruin  the  temper  of  the  average  American  cook,  hence  no  smoke  to  annoy  the 
senses.  Houses  are  without  cellars  and  are  never  heated.  The  coal  used  by 
the  railway  comes  in  bri(]uites  from  Cardiff,  and  costs  Si 5  a  ton  at  Caracas. 

A  coal  mine  in  Scotland  which  caught  fire  over  fifty  years  ago,  and  has 
been  burning  ever  since,  has  at  last  burned  itself  out.  The  mine  is  on  the 
Dalquharran  estate,  Uailly.  It  was  set  on  fire  by  the  engine  working  the  fans, 
and  although  many  costly  attempts  have  been  made  to  extinguish  it,  they  have 
been  unsuccessful.  The  flames  have  from  time  to  time  burst  forth  from  the 
ground  in  volcano  fashion.  The  fire  was  prevented  from  spreading  beyond 
the  one  area  by  reason  of  the  “dykes”  of  rock  which  intersected  it,  and  so 
sav'ed  the  adjacent  mines. 


LETTER  FR03I  MAJOR  J.  H.  SANBORN. 


The  following  descriptive  and  very  interesting  communication  from  Major 
Sanborn,  ist  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  should  not  fail  to  be  read  by  all 
admirers  of  the  gallant  deeds,  privations  and  enduring  stamina  of  our  modest 
heroes  in  Cuba: 

Before  Santiago  oe  Cuba,  Aug.  i,  1898. 

Editor  Black  Dia.mond — Along  the  line  of  trenches  on  the  beautiful 
San  Juan  hills,  encamped  in  a  semicircle  extending  some  five  miles,  lies  the 
army  of  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Near  the  right  center  is  the  camp  of  the  First 
Illinois  Infantry,  the  old  “First  Regiment”  of  Chicago.  Looking  westward 
about  three  miles  may  be  seen  the  city  and  harbor  of  Santiago,  considerably 
below  the  elevation  of  the  camp  and  flanked  on  either  side  by  high  mountains. 
A  valley  some  three  or  four  miles  in  width  encircles  the  position,  and  in  rear 
of  this  is  a  range  of  high  mountains  covered  with  tropical  vegetation  to  the  top. 
In  every  direction  except  toward  the  bay  stretches  an  expanse  of  country 
magnificent  and  beautiful,  but  desolate  of  habitations  other  than  rude  shelters 
of  palm  leaves  recently  constructed  and  filled  to  overflowing  with  the  misera¬ 
ble  remnants  of  what  reconcentrados  are  left  alive.  Ravished  by  friend  and 
foe  alike,  everything  has  been  destroyed  and  there  only  remains  the  falling 
and  blackened  ruins  of  what  at  one  time  must  have  supported  a  large  popula¬ 
tion.  Everywhere  are  ruins  of  old  stone  buildings,  some  of  which  must  have 
been  built  a  hundred  or  two  hundred  years  ago,  with  door-posts  and  window 
frames  of  mahogany  and  rosewood,  and  walls  that  would  have  almost  indefi¬ 
nitely  withstood  the  ravages  of  time.  Most  of  the  buildings  appear  to  have 
been  used  as  sort  of  feudal  castles  in  the  days  of  slavery  by  the  old  Dons,  are 
generally  located  on  the  tops  of  small  eminences  or  hills  with  a  view  to  pro¬ 
tection,  and  with  a  little  improvement  in  the  way  of  trenches  and  approaches 
were  used  as  blockhouses  and  foris  by  the  Spaniards.  Some  of  the  heaviest 
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losses  suffered  by  the  Americans  were  met  with  in  taking  these  positions. 
Everything  left  standing  after  the  battle,  in  the  vicinity  of  troops,  was  burned 
as  a  precaution  against  yellow  fever,  except  the  city  of  Santiago  and  some 
outlying  villages.  To  destroy  some  of  these  old  palaces  seemed  sacrilegious, 
but  they  were  crowded  with  refugees  of  every  age  and  color  and  were  filthy 
beyond  description.  One  old  house  which  was  originally  intended  to  comfort¬ 
ably  accommodate  probably  fifty  people  was  filled  with  several  hundred,  who 
slept  on  the  stairs  and  everywhere  else  which  afforded  room  for  anyone  from 
the  age  of  one  year  up  to  eighty.  This  building  was  erected  many  years  ago 
by  a  wealthy  Frenchman  as  a  country  home,  and  when  built  had  its  own  sys¬ 
tem  of  waterworks,  lighting  plant,  etc.,  etc.  Its  form  was  nearly  square,  two 
stories  in  height,  each  having  twenty-foot  ceilings,  with  wide  balconies  shut  in 
by  lattice  work  of  Moorish  design  running  around  the  house  both  above  and 
below.  The  interior  was  finished  in  woods  that  would  have  cost  a  fortune  in 
any  other  country  but  this.  In  the  grounds  immediately  surrounding  the 
house  were  ruins  of  innumerable  fountains,  statuary,  wrougbt-iron  gates  and 
fences  evidently  made  in  the  old  country.  The  grounds  atone  time  contained 
several  thousand  acres,  all  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  but  now  grown  up 
witn  impenetrable  underbrush.  Leading  to  the  mansion  from  the  main  road 
in  two  directions  are  still  standing  on  either  side  of  the  broad  stone  walks  up¬ 
wards  of  a  mile  of  cocoanut,  mango  and  other  trees  still  bearing  fruit, of  which 
whomsoever  chooseth  may  help  himself. 

There  was  wild  enthusiasm  in  the  ranks  of  the  First  Regiment  on  Juneaq, 
when  they  were  notified  to  prepare  to  go  on  board  transports,  and  from  that 
time  until  the  afternoon  when  the  steamers  moved  out  of  the  harbor  at  Tampa 
all  was  hurry  and  confusion.  The  voyage  to  Cuba,  though  long,  was  unevent- 
f  d,  the  weather  being  pleasant  all  the  time,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
squeamish  ones  who  were  confined  to  their  quarters,  was  enjoyed  by  all.  We 
anchored  in  the  harbor  of  Key  West  on  July  2,  and  remained  there  until  July 
5.  Here  was  celebrated  the  glorious  Fourth  with  the  boom  of  the  cannon 
Irom  the  war  ships  and  the  decoration  of  all  the  shipping  in  the  harbor.  The 
Chicago  boys  witnessed  here  the  imposing  array  of  a  vast  fleet  of  transports, 
colliers  and  war  ships,  such  as  will  probably  not  be  seen  again  by  them.  Al- 
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F  most  alongside  lay  the  Monitors  Puritan,  Terror  and  Miantonomah,  the  war 
I  ships  Lancaster,  New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Machias,  Wilmington,  and  a 
host  of  others,  bristling  on  all  sides  with  formidable  looking  guns  and  clad 
in  their  somber  coat  of  dull  gray.  Few  were  allowed  to  go  on  shore,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  yellow  fever.  The  few  who  were  fortunate  saw  a  low  uninviting 
town  almost  on  a  level  with  the  sea,  its  white  plaster  walls  casting  a  blinding 
glare  of  light,  its  dustv  streets  reflecting  the  tropical  sun  until  it  seemed  like 
I  a  veritable  oven.  Back  of  these  streets,  however,  might  be  seen  a  few  houses, 
surrounded  by  cocoanut  trees  and  huge  oleanders,  their  long  blinds  closed  to 
the  sun’s  rays  which  had  every  appearance  of  cool  comfort.  The  old  stone  fort 
'  here  is  being  dismantled  and  replaced  by  a  modern  fortification  mounted  with 

improved  disappearing  guns.  On  July  the  gth  the  fleet  sailed  slowly  into  the 
little  bay  off  the  town  of  Siboney,  Cuba,  where  are  located  quite  extensive 
iron  mines,  and  connected  with  Santiago  twelve  miles  distant  by  a  narrow 
!  gauge  railway.  Owing  to  the  extreme  deep  water  here  ships  cannot  find 
L  anchorage,  consequently  steam  up  and  down  or  drift  with  the  wind  and  are 
J  unloaded  by  small  boats.  Tall  mountains  rise  almost  from  the  waters’  edge. 

!  The  town,  now  burned,  formerly  consisted  of  a  few  one  story  buildings  and  a 
^  round-house  sufficient  to  accommodate  the  train  crews  engaged  in  hauling 
ore.  Everything  was  unloaded  here  over  the  side  of  the  vessel.  Men  and 
i  freight  into  small  boats,  the  horses  thrown  overboard  and  compelled  to  swim 
i  ashore.  It  was  here  the  first  evidences  of  war  became  manifest.  In  the  dis- 
I  tance  could  be  seen  the  white  walls  of  Morro  Castle  guarding  the  en- 
trance  to  Santiago  harbor;  occasionally  the  bloated  dead  body  of  a  Span¬ 
ish  siilor,  a  victim  of  the  naval  battle,  floated  past  the  ship.  A  hospi¬ 
tal  ship  in  shore  and  a  long  line  of  tents  were  filled  with  the  wounded. 
■'  Trains  and  ambulances  were  arriving  every  hour  filled  with  wounded 
I  men  from  the  division  hospitals  at  the  front.  Several  had  died  that  day  too 
,  badly  hurt  to  live,  or  too  weak  to  survive  the  necessary  surgical  operations. 
Almost  immediately  upon  disembarking  orders  were  received  to  proceed  to 
the  front.  The  regiment  marched  out  that  night  about  six  miles  and  bivouaced 
<  at  General  Shafter’s  headquarters.  Their  line  of  march  lay  over  a  newly  con¬ 
structed  military  road,  which  had  before  been  but  a  bridle  path  through  the 
impenetrable  growth  of  tropical  vegetation,  past  the  hill  clearings  where  the 
first  skirmishes  with  the  Spaniards  took  place,  where  the  gallant  Captain 
Capron  and  Sergeant  Fi^h  were  killed,  and  by  the  graves  of  others 
..  who  were  fated  to  fall  early  in  the  campaign.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the 
nth  the  regiment  again  took  up  its  march,  passing  along  the  rear  of  the  left 
flank  and  taking  position  on  the  right  of  the  Rough  Riders  in  the  trenches  va 
cated  by  the  Seventh  U.  S.  Infantry,  who  were  moved  further  on  to  the  right, 
carrying  out  the  plan  of  completely  enveloping  the  enemies’  line.  During  this 
day  the  firing  was  continuous  but  not  heavy;  the  occasional  hum  of  a  bullet 
could  be  heard  as  it  passed  over  the  line  of  earthworks,  and  anon  the  whistle 
of  a  shell  through  the  air  followed  by  the  explosion  later.  In  the  distance  at 
'  regular  intervals  could  be  seen  the  puffs  of  smoke  from  our  batteries  which 
were  keeping  up  a  fire  on  the  left.  In  the  meantime  the  gunboats  outside  the 
j  entrance  to  the  bay  were  throwing  huge  steel  projectiles  into  the  city,  which, 
however,  did  little  damage.  Arriving  in  position  in  the  forenoon  the  first  bat¬ 
talion  were  assigned  to  the  trenches  on  the  right  of  the  third  on  the  left, 
while  the  second  was  held  in  reserve.  As  the  boys  went  in  a  man  from 
another  regiment  was  brought  out  with  a  bullet  through  his  thigh  and  affairs 
appeared  very  much  like  business.  Whenever  a  head  was  exposed  some 
'  enterprising  Spaniard  would  take  a  shot  at  it,  our  men  returning  the  compli¬ 
ment.  The  distance  was  about  800  yards,  so  that  accurate  firing  was 

I  impossible  at  objects  which  were  exposed  but  for  a  moment,  and 

no  casualties  occurred  on  our  side.  The  little  Mauser  bullets, 

as  they  went  with  a  spat  into  the  earthworks  or  trees,  had 
a  wicked  sound,  but  more  to  be  dreaded  were  the  43-cal.  brass-cased  bullets 
which  made  a  noise  like  a  firecracker  (giving  rise  to  the  rumor  of  explosive 
bullets),  when  they  struck  and  stripped  their  covering.  These  latter  bullets 
made  frightful  wounds,  while  the  steel-cased  Mauser  made  a  clean  cut  which 
healed  very  quickly.  One  officer,  shot  through  the  body  just  below  the  collar¬ 
bone,  the  ball  coming  out  near  the  spine,  was  wounded  July  ist  and  reported 
back  for  duty  the  nth.  We  saw  many  instances  of  wounded  men  reporting 
back  who  would  have  been  killed  if  struck  with  the  Springfield  45-caliber 
bullet.  The  firing  on  our  line  ceased  about  one  o’clock,  when  a  truce  was  de¬ 
clared  which  lasted  until  the  capitulation  of  the  city  and  the  surrender  of  all 
the  armed  forces  in  the  province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  numbering  some  24,000 
men.  The  day  following  the  surrender,  the  refugees,  mostly  women  and  children, 
numbering  perh  ips 30,000,  commenced  to  work  their  way  back  through  the  lines 
I  toward  the  city.  They  were  composed  of  all  classes  and  conditions,  all  of 
them  nearly  famished  and  nearly  sick  from  exposure.  How  they  managed  to 
subsist  during  the  weary  days  while  driven  from  their  homes  is  a  problem.  A 
visit  to  El  Caney,  three  miles  in  rear  of  our  lines,  a  day  or  two  before,  devel¬ 
oped  that  some  20,000  of  these  miserable  people  were  crowded  together  in  the 
I  few  buildings  and  churches  which  comprise  the  town  or  were  camped  under 
the  trees  along  the  roadside  in  the  vicinity.  Twenty-one  had  died  here  the 
night  before  from  starvation.  Children  were  hanging  on  to  their  mothers  cry- 
'  ing  for  food,  or  were  lying  in  the  shade  of  the  trees  too  weak  to  make  their 
wants  known.  A  few  had  gathered  and  were  eating  the  mango  which  grows 
abundantly  in  this  locality,  but  it  is  a  poor  substitute  for  regulardiet.  Women 
were  standing  in  the  small  stream  which  runs  through  the  town  washing  the 
clothing  they  wore,  hanging  one  article  on  the  bushes  todry,  then  changing 
■  and  washing  another,  their  wardrobe  being  confined  to  what  they  had  on  their 
backs.  Money  with  some  seemed  to  be  plentiful,  but  there  was  nothing 
to  buy.  They  offered  such  soldiers  as  came  that  way  as  high  as  50  cents  each  for 
'  hard  tack  or  crackers,  and  two-pound  cans  of  canned  meat  were  worth  $5 
each.  Their  sufferings  were  alleviated  as  soon  as  possible  by  distribution  of 
army  rations.  At  this  point  (El  Caney)  occurred  one  of  the  most  stubbornly 
fought  of  the  series  of  battles  leading  to  the  occupation  of  the  present  line  of 
trenches.  The  town  formed  one  of  the  outposts  of  the  main  road  to  Santiago, 
I  was  protected  by  stone  forts  and  garrisoned  by  a  large  number  of  troops. 
The  trenches  around  these  forts  were  simply  deep  ditches  dug  in  the  ground, 
had  no  protected  approaches,  and  the  men  who  occupied  them  fought  there 
until  they  died  to  a  man.  Those  who  attempted  to  escape  from  the  forts  were 
shot  down  as  they  ran,  very  few  escaping.  The  reserve  forces  fled  panic- 
stricken  into  Santiago.  Whatever  may  be  ^aid  of  the  Spanish  soldiers,  they 
fight  well;  but  they  cannot  stand  against  the  impulse  and  superior  intelligence 
I  of  the  American  soldier.  In  the  trenches  we  now  occupy  one  company  of  too 


men  fought  until  only  32  remained  before  falling  back.  The  portion  of  this 
war  which  relates  to  the  battles  in  and  around  the  San  Juan  hills  will  go  into 
history  as  unique  in  the  respect  that  comparatively  smill  bodies  of  infantry 
carried  intrenchments  and  took  block-houses  and  stone  forts  against  superior 
numbers  without  previous  artillery  action.  Foreign  representatives  and  sol¬ 
diers  said  it  was  impossible  for  an  infantry  attack  to  survive  up  the  steep 
heights  of  San  Juan,  crossed  with  barb-wire  entanglements  and  protected  with 
well  prepared  earthworks;  yet  it  was  accomplished,  though  in  many  instances 
with  heavy  less.  It  could  only  be  done  by  soldiers  who  had  not  learned  by 
experience.  A  veteran  army  never  would  have  attempted  it.  The 
commanding  general  was  wise  in  pushing  a^  --d  ignoring  possi¬ 
bility  of  defeat  and  fighting  without  available  reserves  for  the  reason 
that  disease  soon  reduces  the  fighting  force  in  this  climate.  Already  in  three 
short  weeks  our  sick  list  is  fully  fifty  percent,  including  those  unfit  for  duty 
and  convalescent.  The  prevailing  ailment  is  malarial  fever— not  serious, 
usually  lasts  about  three  days  and  was  contracted  in  the  wet  trenches  and 
sleeping  in  the  rain,  then  being  exposed  to  the  boiling  tropical  sun  without 
sufficient  changes  of  clothing  and  on  short  rations.  Some  commands  which 
were  exposed  for  several  weeks  without  tents  or  changes  of  clothing  have  suf¬ 
fered  terribly,  their  entire  force  being  practically  unfit  for  duty.  The  native 
Cubans  of  this  island,  so  far  as  we  have  come  in  contact  with  them,  are  a  worth¬ 
less  lot.  Their  principal  fighting  has  been  done  in  rear  of  the  lines,  close  to 
the  commispry  department.  It  does  not  seem  possible  that  they  will  ever 
reach  a  position  to  maintain  self-government.  They  are  already  dissatisfied  at 
not  being  allowed  to  kill  the  Spanish  prisoners  and  appropriate  to  their  own 
use  all  private  property.  They  have  suffered  terribly  at  the  hands  of  the 
Spaniards,  but  that  is  no  excuse  for  anarchy. 

The  city  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  lies  outside  the  path  of  tourists,  consequently 
has  been  little  influenced  by  contact  with  the  outside  world.  About  the  only 
modern  institutions  which  would  be  noticed  by  a  casual  observer,  are  an  ice 
factory  and  electric  light  plant.  Some  of  the  buildings  antedate  any  settle¬ 
ment  in  the  United  States;  are  mostly  built  of  brick  or  stone,  plastered  on 
the  outside  and  painted  in  bright  colors.  Outside  walls  are  put  up  without  any 
attempt  to  create  an  imposing  structure  or  with  any  ideas  of  beauty;  windows 
and  doors  extend  up  and  down  the  entire  front,  the  windows  grated  with  iron 
or  wood  bars  all  closed  up  with  massive  shutters  like  a  cold  storage  ware¬ 
house.  Inside  the  floors  are  tiled.  A  large  court  in  the  center  is  filled  with 
trees  and  flowers,  with  possibly  a  fountain,  and  the  houses  are  furnished  with 
oriental  magnificence.  The  lover  of  quaint  old  furniture  made  of  precious 
woods,  carved  and  trimmed  with  brass  or  silver,  would  find  here  a  rich  field 
for  procuring  some  rare  pieces.  The  streets  generally  are  impassable  to 
wagons;  ordinarily  they  are  about  twenty  feet  wide  with  two-foot  sidewalks,  are 
paved  with  cobble-stones,  mostly  out  of  repair  and  run  up  and  down  hill  with¬ 
out  regard  to  grade.  Supplies  are  principally  delivered  on  the  backs  of  don¬ 
keys.  With  the  advent  of  peace  on  this  island  should  be  offered  some  golden 
opportunities  for  enterprising  Americans.  The  various  regiments  are  now 
only  awaiting  orders  to  return  to  the  United  States,  which  are  expected  within 
two  or  three  weeks.  The  First  Regiment  should  be  back  in  Chicago  before 
the  first  of  October,  and  thereafter  we  will  burden  our  friends  with  stories  of 
what  we  did  when  we  were  in  Cuba.  Respectfully, 

J.  B.  Sanborn,  Major  ist  Illinois  Volunteers. 


REVOLVING  SCREEN. 


We  illustrate  herewith  a  special  revolving  screen  designed  by  J.  J.  Roby, 
Superintendent  of  the  Wheeling,  Lake  Erie  &  Pittsburg  Coal  Company,  for 
use  at  their  mines  at  Dillonvale,  Ohio.  This  screen  is  14  ft.  in  length  be 
5  ft.  in  diameter,  and  instead  of  the  usual  covering  common  to  most  screens 
in  the  form  of  wire  cloth  or  perforated  metal,  it  is  made  of  a  series  of  parallel 
bars  securely  fastened  through  a  number  of  T  iron  supporting  rings,  which  in 


turn  are  secured  to  the  spider  of  the  screen.  These  parallel  bars  present  an 
elongated  opening  between  each  ring  instead  of  the  usual  square  or  round 
shaped  openings  as  in  the  ordinary  types  of  screens.  Some  of  the  advantages 
that  are  claimed  for  this  style  are  that  it  screens  perfectly,  and  slate  and 
refuse  in  sheets  or  of  an  elongated  form  are  easily  discharged  through  these 
openings.  This  screen  is  handling  ail  of  the  screenings  at  the  Wheeling,  Lake 
Erie  &  Pittsburg  Coal  Company’s  Dillonvale  mines,  and  the  fact  that  it  was 
made  by  the  Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  is  a  fur¬ 
ther  guarantee  as  to  its  mechanical  construction. 


The  American  Steel  Barge  Co.  has  been  testing  a  new  patent  valve  gear 
invented  by  L.  A.  Lang,  who  has  been  in  Superior,  Minn.,  lor  some  time 
working  on  the  device.  The  gear  is  a  simpler  connection  between  the  piston 
and  the  engine.  Instead  of  the  two  connecting  rods  and  eccentrics  there  is 
but  one  rod,  one  eccentric  and  a  bell  crank.  The  device  works  with  a  greater 
ease  and  efficiency  than  the  old  style,  and  saves  about  one-fourth  of  the  fuel. 
This  fact  has  been  demonstrated  by  actual  test.  The  device  is  known  as 
Lang’s  Patent  Valve  Gear.  It  will  be  made  by  the  barge  company  and  will 
probably  be  put  on  some  of  the  larger  boats  at  once. 
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ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 

Membership  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and 


Wisconsin . 369 

New  Members: 

S.  E.  Pate,  Arlington  Heights,  Ill.  J.  V.  McCarty  &  Son,  Rock  Falls, 

D.  Roderick,  brodhead,  Wis.  111.  3 

Total  Membership  372 

Wholesale  cind  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ Association  of  Ohio . 568 

Membership  of  the  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Association  177 

Membership  of  the  Indiana  Coal  Association  83 


In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manitested  in  tne  seve  a 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  is  1  he 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 
interest  them. 

MUt  H  COAL  FOR  CAPE  TOWN. 

The  following  from  the  Philadelphia  Ledger  show.s  the  widespread  in¬ 
terest  taken  in  cargo  of  coal  sent  to  London  by  Philadelphians; 

“Many  vessels  are  still  being  chartered  to  carry  coal  from  this  country  to 
Cape  Town,  South  Africa,  for  the  use  of  the  steamers  of  the  Castle  Line,  of 
England.  Large  quantities  of  the  coal  are  being  sent  out  from  Norfolk  by  a 
Philadelphia  firm.  A  ship  was  yesterday  reported  as  having  been  chartered 
to  load  at  this  port  or  Baltimore  for  Cape  Town.  There  recently  arrived  at 
London  from  Norfolk  the  British  steamer  Sandhill  with  2400  tons  of  Poca¬ 
hontas  coal  for  the  Castle  Line.  Widespread  interest  has  been  taken  by  the 
Englishmen  in  the  shipment  of  the  coal,  it  being  the  first  cargo  of  the  kind 
ever  sent  to  England  from  this  country.” 

The  London  Fairplay  says  in  regard  to  the  matter: 

“The  boat  took  1 10  tons  of  Pocahontas  coal  for  bunkers,  in  addition  to 
some  Welsh  she  had  on  board.  She  ordinarily  consumes  ten  tons  per  day,  but 
on  the  voyage  to  London  the  consumption  was  tons,  and  the  vessel  made 
9^  knots  an  hour  throughout,  which  the  master  considered  a  very  satisfactory 
performance.  Captain  Williams  has  had  this  coal  in  America  at  different 
times,  on  one  occasion  taking  530  tons  for  a  voyage  to  the  Mediterranean  and 
back.  He  reports  it  to  be  of  exceptionally  good  quality,  clean,  of  great  heat¬ 
ing  power,  and  leaving  but  little  ash  behind. 

“Considerable  interest  has  been  taken  in  the  arrival  of  this  cargo,  and  a 
number  of  gentlemen  visited  the  steamer  while  she  was  discharging.  After 
seeing  the  coal  and  hearing  what  the  chief  engineer  had  to  say  in  regard  to  its 
properties,  including  its  comparative  smokelessness,  and  the  total  absence  of 
clinker,  the  general  opinion  formed  seemed  to  be  highly  favorable.  I  under¬ 
stand  that  Pocahontas  coal  can  be  delivered  in  London  at  about  20s.  per  ton, 
as  compared  with  the  normal  price  of  about  i6c.  for  Welsh.  But  the  latter 
cannot  now  be  obtained  in  any  quantity  at  any  price  whatever.  A  good  deal 
of  interest  will  no  doubt  attach  to  the  results  derived  from  the  use  of  the 
present  cargo  on  board  the  Castle  mail  liners.” 

This  coal  was  sold  by  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Sole  Sales  Agents  Poca¬ 
hontas  coal,  who  are  making  heavy  inroads  on  Cardiff  coal  from  Wales. 
Pocahontas  on  account  of  its  superior  quality  is  the  only  American  bituminous 
coal  that  will  stand  exportation  for  steam  purposes. 


THE  WORLD’S  LARGEST  COAL  AND  IRON  DEPOSITS. 


According  to  advices  from  London,  Eng.,  an  extraordinary  general  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  shareholders  of  the  Pekin  Syndicate,  limited,  was  held  in  that  city 
July  i8th,  at  the  Cannon  Street  Hotel,  under  the  presidency  of  George  Caw- 
ston,  chairman  of  the  company,  who  gave  some  points  of  the  concessions  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  Imperial  Chinese  Government.  The  concession  covers,  by 
means  of  a  direct  grant  to  this  syndicate,  the  sole  right  to  work  coal  and  iron 
in  certain  districts  in  Shansi  and  petroleum  in  the  whole  of  the  province. 
These  coal  and  iron  rights  covers  an  area  of  about  21,000  square  miles,  being 
approximately  13,000,000  acres,  in  which  is  situated  the  largest  known  coal 
and  iron  field  in  the  world.  The  petroleum  rights  extend  over  the  whole  of 
the  province  of  Shansi,  which  has  an  area  of  over  50.000  square  miles. 

The  province  of  Shansi  extends  from  the  great  wall  of  China  on  the  north 
almost  as  far  as  the  Yellow  River  on  the  south.  It  has  an  area  of  50,000 
square  miles  and  a  population  of  over  15,000,000.  Its  eastern  boundary  is 
120  miles  west  of  Pekin  and  the  projected  railway  from  Pekin  to  Hankau  runs 
nearly  parallel  to  that  boundary  at  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  miles. 

Coal  can  at  present  be  delivered  at  the  pit's  mouth,  when  mined  by  the 
means  of  adits,  at  a  cost  of  lod  per  ton.  -The  cost  of  cast  iron,  as  at  present 
manufactured  in  Shansi,  is  20s  per  ton,  which  at  this  date  is  probably  the  low¬ 
est  price  for  cast  iron  known.  Modern  European  improvements  must  also 
reduce  this  cost  of  production. 

The  new  railroad  which  is  being  budt  into  the  Hay  Creek  coal  district 
from  Belle  Fourche,  S.  D.,  is  rapidly  being  completed.  About  seventy-five 
men  and  fifty  teams  are  working  on  the  grade  and  the  steel  rails  are  being 
laid.  It  is  expected  that  trains  will  be  running  by  October  i.  Engines  and 
cars  have  been  purchased  by  the  company  and  they  will  be  delivered  in  a 
short  time.  At  the  mines,  the  Larabee  tunnel,  which  is  several  hundred  feet 
long,  is  being  cleared  out.  The  vein  is  nearly  six  feet  in  thickness  and  has  a 
hard  roof,  a  very  desirable  feature  in  a  coal  mine.  The  supply  of  coil  which  is 
owned  by  this  company  in  this  district  is  practically  inexhaustible  and  will 
supply  the  northwest  for  many  years  to  come.  The  price  of  soft  coal  in  the 
Black  Hills  will  be  reduced  at  least  one-third  by  the  opening  up  of  the  Hay 
Creek  district. 


OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interest 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


O.  D  Hunt  will  furnish  coal  for  the  town  hall  Amherst,  Mass.,  and  T.  C. 
Dillon  coal  for  the  year  ensuing. 

* 

*  * 

The  contract  for  the  furnishing  of  the  coal  for  the  school  buildings  of 
Amesbury,  .Mass.,  has  been  awarded  by  the  school  board  to  W.  N.  Ames  &  Co. 

* 

♦  + 

The  firm  of  W.  H.  and  Geo.  E.  Pomeroy,  Holly,  Mich.,  dealers  in  coal  and 
wood,  is  no  longer  in  existence,  the  business  having  been  sold  last  week  to  the 
M.  M.  Hudson  Co. 


P.  T.  Walsh  has  opened  an  office  at  the  corner  of  Fourth  and  Main 
streets,  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  is  ready,  so  he  says,  to  sell  the  domestic  trade  all 
kinds  of  hard  and  soft  coal, 

* 

^  3i< 

The  Co-operative  Association  of  North  Adams,  Mass.,  has  secured  the  con¬ 
tract  for  furnishing  the  city  coal  at  the  following  prices,  per  gross  ton:  400 
to  IS,  grate  $4.85:  434  tons,  egg,  $4.95;  35  tons,  soft,  $3.60:  15  tons,  chestnut,  $4.95 ; 
70  tons,  chestnut,  for  outside  poor  department,  to  be  delivered  in  small  lots; 
$5.50.  The  coal  must  all  be  carefully  screened. 

♦ 

♦  * 

Henry  Barlow  and  Samuel  Bennett,  members  of  the  coal  firm  of  W.  Por¬ 
ter  &  Co.  of  159  LaSalle  street,  Chicago,  were  in  Justice  Martin’s  court  August 
i6th,  changed  with  obtaining  money  under  false  pretenses.  The  sale  of  a  load 
of  coal  to  Mrs.  R.  E.  Schuman  of  219  Winchester  avenue  brought  them  into 
trouble, and  they  were  arrested  by  Officers  Herwich  and  Christ  of  the  Maxwell 
street  station.  Mrs.  Schuman  says  she  ordered  a  load  of  hard  coal  from  the 
company,  and  it  was  brought  for  delivery.  Before  the  man  would  unload  it 
they  demanded  payment,  and  Mrs.  .Schuman  gave  them  $42.75.  The  load 
presented  the  appearance  of  being  the  best  hard  coal,  but  as  soon  as  it  was 
unloaded  Mrs.  Schuman  says  it  proved  to  be  soft  coal  of  a  very  poor  variety. 
The  hard  coal  on  the  top  proved  to  be  only  a  thin  layer,  and  the  company 
would  make  no  restitution  to  the  purchaser.  A  number  of  other  complaints 
have  been  made  to  the  police,  and  the  case  was  continued  until  August  26,  to 
give  the  prosecution  time  to  secure  witnesses. 


WESTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 

A  new  shaft  is  being  sunk  at  Brighton,  near  Mt.  Olive,  Ill. 

At  .St.  Charles,  near  Saginaw,  Mich.,  three  coal  shafts  are  now  assured.  It 
is  also  stated  that  the  Wainwright  Coal  Co.  have  struck  a  54-inch  vein  in  that 
vicinity. 

The  operators  in  the  Pana,  Ill.,  district  are,  it  is  reported,  about  to  import 
colored  miners  to  take  the  place  of  the  union  men  who  are  and  have  been  on 
a  strike  for  several  months. 

T.  A.  Brown,  of  Rich  Hill,  Mo.,  who  has  lately  interested  a  company  and 
taken  hold  of  the  McCormick  coal  mine  in  Carbon  county,  Mont.,  was  in  Boze¬ 
man  recently  filing  on  more  land. 

As  the  result  of  arecent  boiler  explosion  at  Cleriety’s  coal  mine  at  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  several  men  were  severely  injured  and  some  $5,000  damage 
done  to  the  plant,  which  was  fully  insured. 

Capt.  McCaffrey,  principal  owner  of  the  Blossomburg,  Ill.,  mines  has 
signed  the  Springfield  scale.  The  miners  there  now  receive  fifty-five  cents 
per  ton  for  mining,  an  increase  of  five  cents. 

The  Anaconda  Copper  Co.  is  arranging  to  operate  the  coal  mines  at  Dia- 
mondville,  Wyo.,  recently  purchased  on  an  extensive  scale.  It  is  reported 
that  not  less  than  1,000  men  will  be  at  work  there  in  a  few  months. 

The  partnership  heretofore  existing  between  Eugene  Lathrop  and  Arthur 
M.  White  of  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  under  the  name  of  Lathrop  Transfer  &  Coal 
Co.,  dissolved  by  mutual  consent,  Eugene  Lathrop  continuing  the  business. 

A  three  foot  vein  of  coal  has  been  discovered  at  a  depth  of  eight  feet  only 
on  the  Rocsi  river  near  Doon,  Iowa.  Prospecting  is  going  on  to  ascertain  the 
value  of  the  find,  as  it  has  been  known  for  a  long  time  that  coal  existed  in  that 
neighborhood. 

The  coal  miners  at  Kemmerer,  Wyo.,  now  produce  55,000  tons  a  month,  all 
of  which  is  distributed  along  the  Oregon  Short  Line.  The  town  of  Kemmerer 
has  a  population  of  2,000  and  has  many  evidences  of  solid  prosperity,  all  due  to 
the  coal  produced  in  the  vicinity. 

Th;  Owosso  Coal  Company,  Owosso,  Mich.,  has  filed  articles  of  incorpor¬ 
ation  in  Lansing.  The  directors  are  R.  E.  Travis  and  C.  F.  Travis,  of  Owosso, 
and  C.  N.  Oatmer,  Corunna.  The  company  is  doing  a  prosperous  business 
and  will  at  once  increase  its  facilities  and  output. 

Henry  Denman  of  Louisville,  Colo.,  reports  that  in  company  with  George 
Clark  and  William  Woodman,  he  has  male  a  strike  of  coal  four  miles  south 
of  Louisville.  He  states  that  the  coal,  consisting  of  a  vein  seven  feet  in  thick¬ 
ness,  was  secured  at  a  depth  of  339  feet.  It  is  of  first-class  quality,  the  same 
es  that  from  the  Industrial  mine. 

The  strike  in  the  Northern  Colorado  coal  fields  is  declared  off.  The 
miners  have  accepted  the  Northern  Coal  company’s  terms  as  embodied  in  the 
contract  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  miners  some  time  ago;  they 
accept  the  payment  of  25  cents  per  ton  run  of  mine,  which  requires  another 
scale  of  wages  for  top  men,  and  makes  it  necessary  for  the  coal  company  to 
put  in  new  scales  and  weigh  every  car  in  the  mines. 
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REYISED  QUOTATIONS. 

The  Jeffrey  Manf’g  Co.,  Columbus, Ohio, makes  thefollowing  announcement 
to  users  of  elevator  buckets  and  spiral  conveyors: 

“We  beg  to  announce  the  completion  of  our  sheet  metal  department,  the 
most  extensive  in  the  West,  specially  equipped  for  the  manufacture  of  Jeffrey 
Standard  Ulevator  Buckets  and  Spiral  Conveyors,  as  per  catalogue  enclosed 
herewith.  In  addition  to  the  well-known  Jeffrey  Specialties  in  the  line  of 
chain  elevating  and  conveying  machinery,  which  you  have  ordered  from  us  in 


the  past,  we  now  beg  to  solicit  your  orders  for  elevator  buckets  and  spiral 
conveyors. 

Our  long  and  practical  experience  in  the  past  twenty  years  enables  us  to 
manufacture  a  superior  class  of  material  which  has  no  equal  in  the  markets  of 
the  world.  We  carry  in  stock  standard  buckets  and  conveyors,  thus  insuring 
prompt  shipments. 

We  earnestly  solicit  your  patronage  and  will  be  pleased  to  mail  upon  re¬ 
quest  our  complete  catalogue  with  full  discount  sheet,  whether  you  purchase  or 
not.  Send  for  our  revised  quotations  and  complete  catalogue.” 


.  C. 

- AGENT - 

Delaware,  Lackawanna  $c  Western  Railroad  Company’s 

SCRANTON  COAL. 

{Soft  Coni  ^  Colsio. 


! 

if 


C.  L.  DERING,  Manager. 

I>e«Lrlboi»n  Street, 


Ohicaoo 


The  St.  Louis  and 
Big  Muddy  Coai  Co. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE: 

CARBONDALE,  ILL 


MINES  NEAR. 


CAPACITY 

I  2,500  nr 

I  TONS  LTL 

DAILY. 


CARTERVILLE, 
Williamson  County, 

ILL. 


SOLE 

PROPRIETORS 


COAL. 


TRADE  MARK. 

A  600  ton  daily  capacity  Luhrig  Coal  Washing  Plant  operated  in  connection  wiih  mine. 


WILLIAMS  <Sl  peters 


Ceneral  Sales  Agents  for  the 


New  York,  Susquehanna  &  Western  Coal  Co.’s 


COAL 


SOLE 


.a-ElTTS  FOE  THE  BLOSSETTEO-  CO^L 


BRANCH  OFFICES:  JfAIN  OFFICE:  |  SHIPFINO  WHABVE8: 

PofChlo,  N.  Y.  New  Haven,  Oona.  Waihinffton  Building,  No.  I  BroadwATi  I  Weohawkon,  N.  J.  BufiPaie,  N.  Y, 

Boston,  Vasa.  New  York.  I 

M.  E.  ROBINSON  Western  Sales  Agent,  BUFFALO.  N-  Y.  lidgewater,^.  j. 
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EASTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 

More  coal  has  been  shipped  over  the  Northern  Central  road  to  Sodus  Bay 
this  season  than  in  any  year  since  the  road  was  established. 

Unless  operators  agree  to  pay  the  rates  as  set  forth  in  the  Chicagxi  agree¬ 
ment,  some  5,000  miners  in  third  pool  in  the  Pittsburg  district  will  go  out  on 
strike  this  week. 

It  is  estimated  that  every  iio,ooo  tons  of  anthracite  coal  mined  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  costs  the  life  of  one  man  and  more  than  two  serious  injuries.  Every 
360,000  tons  of  bituminous  coal  means  the  life  of  one  miner  and  injuries  to  at 
least  three  others. 

The  understanding  reached  in  June  between  the  large  anthracite  interests 
was  that  the  market  requirements  for  July  would  be  about  3,600,000  tons.  The 
preliminary  estimate  received  today  shows  an  output  for  the  month  of  3,768,- 
000  tons,  being  an  excess  of  168,000  tons. 

Jonathan  Glunt,  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Altoona,  Pa.,  died  August 
7,  aged  6g  years.  He  was  engaged  extensively  in  the  coal  and  timber  business 
in  Somerset,  Cambria  and  Blair  counties,  and  was  a  large  real  estate  owner  in 
Altoona.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  eight  children. 

At  Hazleton,  Pa.,  the  Committee  of  the  Business  Men’s  Anthracite  Coal 
Association  are  at  work.  The  committee  find  manufactories  in  the  heart  of 
the  hard  coal  region  using  bituminous.  They  also  find  that  a  considerable 
number  of  anthracite  coal  officials  are  interested  in  the  production  of 
soft  coal. 

According  to  third  pool  coal  operators  at  Pittsburg,  the  strike  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers,  ordered  to  commence  there  last  week,  has  proved  a  complete 
failure.  The  failure  of  the  miners  to  go  out  on  strike  is  attributed  to  their  un¬ 
willingness  to  lose  the  present  chance  of  work  in  view  of  the  poor  season  they 
have  had  thus  far. 

The  Cross  Creek  Coal  Company,  Audenreid,  Pa.,  is  exercising  every  pre¬ 
caution  to  prevent  the  arising  of  forest  fires  on  its  territory.  In  conspicuous 
places  the  company  has  placed  notices  to  the  effect  that  a  reward  of  ten  dol¬ 
lars  will  be  paid  for  information  that  will  lead  to  the  arrest  and  conviction  of 
any  party  caught  setting  fire  to  the  woods. 

About  18,000  tons  of  coal  have  arrived  in  Bangor  within  four  days.  The 
Maine  Central  Railroad  Company  will  this  year  receive  40,000  tons  of  coal  at 
Bangor  -  the  largest  amount  in  the  history  of  the  road.  The  Bangor  &  Aroos¬ 
took  also  will  receive  large  quantities.  Twenty  years  ago  the  entire  receipts 
of  coal  at  that  port  did  not  exceed  25,000  tons  a  year.  This  year  it  is  expected 
that  the  amount  will  exceed  200,000  tons. 

Capt.  W.  B.  Rodgers,  of  the  Tide  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  has  purchased 
for  his  firm  1,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  the  fourth  pool  district.  The  price  paid 
is  about  $150,000.  The  company  will  at  once  sink  shafts  and  open  mines  on 
the  property,  thus  giving  employment  to  several  hundred  men.  Altogether 
about  $200,000  is  involved  in  the  deal,  part  of  which  amount  will  be  expended 
in  obtaining  electrical  machinery  and  appliances. 

According  to  the  Connellsville  Courier,  the  exponent  of  the  coke  industry 
in  that  region, 4,158,961  tonsof  coke  were  produced  in  that  district  during  the 
first  SIX  months  of  i898,and  distributed  to  the  various  markets  all  over  the 
states.  This  breaks  all  previous  records  for  any  half  year,  and  that  too  be  it 
remembered  when  the  Spanish  war  was  at  its  height.  It  was  the  produc  tion 
of  a  time  when  uncertainty  in  all  industrial  and  commercial  lines  prevailed 
the  length  and  breadthof  this  great  land;  when  big  enterprises  were  abandoned 
and  large  projects  pigeon-holed. 

The  Huntingdon  and  Broad  Top  Mountain  Railroad  and  Coal  Company 
makes  the  following  statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported  over  the  road 
for  the  week  ending  August  6, 1898,  and  previously  during  the  year: 


Week, 
1898. 

Broad  Top,  tons . 6,733 

Cumberland,  tons . 27,145 


Total  for  Total  for 
year  1898.  year  1897. 


264,444 

908,655 


268,735 

939.Q94 

1,203,729 


Total  . 33,878  117,131 

Decrease . 13,195  30,629 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  and  coke  originat¬ 
ing  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  August  6,  1898, 
and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  as 
follows: 


Anthracite,  tons .  70,825 

Bituminous,  tons . 236,021 

Coke,  tons . 104,813 


Total . 41 1,659 


1898. 

1898. 

1897. 

Week  ending 

Year  to 

Year  to 

Aug.  6. 

Aug.  6. 

Aug.  7. 

. ...  70,825 

2,01 1,975 

1,940,057 

. .  .236,021 

8,251,069 

7,201,253 

..  .  104,813 

3,582,820 

2,646,741 

...411.659 

13,845,864 

1 1,788,051 

The  Pennsylvia  Railroad  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  and  coke  originating 
on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  July  30,  1898,  and 
the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  as  follows: 

1898.  1898.  1897. 

Week  ending  year  to  Year  to 

July  30.  July  30.  July  31. 

Anthracite,  tons .  90,432  1,941,150  1,877,312 

Bituminous,  tons . 256,772  8,015,048  6,929,135 

Coke,  tons . 100,856  3,478,007  2,557,011 

Total .  448,060  13,434,205  11,363,458 

The  Staples  Coal  Co.,  Taunton,  Mass.,  have  absorbed  the  Pleadwell  & 
Bliss  Coal  Co.  It  took  into  camp  the  White  Coal  Co.  .some  years  ago. 
There  is  now  left  only  the  Church  and  Coleman  concerns  as  rivals,  in  that 
part  of  Fall  River. 

The  retail  price  of  coal  at  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  is  now  $5.75  for  Lackawannaand 
$6  for  Lehigh,  but  according  to  the  dealers  it  will  not  long  remaiu  at  these  fig¬ 
ures.  The  next  advance  in  price  will  be  August  15,  when  both  kinds  will  go 
up  25c  a  ton.  It  is  probable  that  this  will  be  followed  by  a  few  more  raises,  so 
that  by  winter  the  price  will  be  from  50  to  75c  more  than  it  is  now. 

Following  are  the  bids  received  for  furnishing  the  schools  of  Troy,  N.  Y., 
with  coal  for  the  ensuing  year: 

Egg. 

James  Crummy  . $4  60 

H.  F.  Andrews  &  Co .  4  13 

Riley  &  McLean .  4  01 

T.  Richardson’s  Sons .  4  28 

Rily  &  McLead  were  awarded  the  contract. 


Egg. 

Grate. 

Stove. 

$4  60 

U  35 

$4  85 

4  13 

3  97 

4  41 

4  01 

3  75 

4  27 

4  28 

4  05 

4  50 

SAVE  75  per  cent. 

^lt?5^telegraph  bill 

BY  USING  D.  P.  HYATT’S  CODE. 

The  only  General  Code  ever  published  covering  Coal  ai  d  Coke 

from  all  rlistricts. 

Printed  on  bond  paper  and  siibstanliull)  bound  in  leather. 

PRICE,  $1.25. 

The  price  will  be  covered  in  a  very  few  telegrams. 

r>.  F*.  HYiV'nr, 

DETROIT, . MICHIGAN. 


J.  B.  CABbi;:,  Pres.  GEO.  lU.  SPACE,  Vice-P.  es 

F.  E.  CHAPmAN,  Sec.  H.  W.  O.  BOWDOIN,  Treas. 

OHIO  COAL  GO. 

General  Offices:  Pioneer  Press  Building,  ST. PAUL,  MINN. 

...Agencies  at... 

Aitliland,  We.t  Super!  <r,  Green  Bay,  Ulilwaukee,  W  is.; 

St.  Paul,  ITIlnueapoli«,  Duluth,  Itlinn.;  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 
...Dlcttributlug'  Docks... 

Duluth,  Ashland,  West  Superior,  milwaukee. 

DEALERS  IN 

ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  GOALS 

ALSO 

BEST  GRADES  OF  COKE 


THE  CELEBRATED 


SOLE  AGENTS  FOR 

E,LK  GARDEN 


DAVIS  COAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY, 

BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  TKE 


SMITHING  COAL 


High  in  Carbon. 

Low  in  Sulphur  and  Ash. 


Davis  Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


T7 


1  For  Ore  Smelters,  Foundries 
^  and  Family  Use* 


Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont.'w,  Va. 

SMITHING  COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


i  The  Big  Vein  Coal  Company,  of  Piedmont,  West  Va.,  has  closed  its 

I  mines  on  acconnt  of  shortage  of  cars,  and  lack  of  vessels  at  Baltimore. 

A  coal  shaft  is  being  sunk  at  Wellborn,  Brazos  county,  Texas,  by  the 
Thurber  Coal  Mining  Co.,  under  the  superintendency  of  R.  H .  Ward,  vice- 
president  of  the  concern. 

■i  R.  R.  Stobert  has  leased  the  Tidewater  coal  mines,  near  Tuskaloosa, 

Tenn.,  and  has  contracted  with  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad  to  supply  if 
with  a  minimum  of  sixty-five  tons  of  coal  per  day. 

The  shipments  of  coke  over  the  West  Virginia  Central  and  Pittsburg  Rail¬ 
road  for  the  week  were  4,290  tons,  and  for  the  year  to  that  date  were  148,207 
I  ons,  being  an  increase  of  37,022  tons,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of 
ast  year. 

I  Shipments  of  coal  in  British  vessels  from  Norfolk,  Va.,  are  steadily  in¬ 

creasing.  The  strike  of  the  Welsh  miners  as  much  as  a  possible  war  with 
Russia  may  account  for  the  present  necessity  of  England  drawing  on  the 
!  United  States  for  coal. 

,  The  shipments  from  the  mines  of  the  Cumberland-Georges  Creek  coal 

regions  for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  August  6,  1898,  were  82,074  tons,  and 
|.  the  total  shipments  tor  the  year  to  that  date  were  2,427,543  tons — an  increase 

:  of  158,523  tons,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  1897. 

The  shipments  from  the  Elk  Garden  and  Upper  Potomac  regions  of  West 
^  Virginia,  which  are  transported  over  the  West  Virginia  Central  and  Pittsburg 
Railroad,  for  the  week  were  26,525  tons,  and  for  the  year  to  that  date  were 
I  668,893  tons,  being  a  decrease  of  24,007  tons,  as  compared  with  the  corre- 
I  spending  period  of  the  year. 

The  Wheeling  Register  says  of  the  increased  shipments  from  West  Vir¬ 
ginia:  “Immense  quantities  of  coal  from  the  Fairmont  district  are  being 
shipped  to  the  Northwest  by  way  of  Wheeling.  The  cars  come  over  the  Bal¬ 
timore  &  Ohio  from  Fairmont  and  Monongah,  and  are  here  transferred  to  the 
Cleveland,  Lorain  &  Wheeling  and  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie.”  The  wages 
in  the  Fairmont  region,  and  the  better  facilities  for  mining  coal  cheaply,  enable 
the  Fairmont  operators  to  put  coal  in  the  Northwest  at  prices  which,  it  is  said, 
are  not  higher  than  the  cost  of  production  in  Pennsylvania. 

J 

Peoria  coal  operators  seem  to  believe  that  another  general  strike  is  almost 
in  sight. 

All  coal  hereafter  used  in  its  state  institutions  will  be  Iowa  coal  so  far  as 
possible.  The  state  board  of  control  at  Des  Moines  has  sent  a  letter  to  coal 
dealers  asking  bids  for  furnishing  state  institutions  with  $100,000  worth  of  coal, 
saying,  “We  hope  to  keep  the  greater  part  of  the  money  expended  for 
the  support  of  our  several  institutions  within  our  own  state,  but  we  shall  invite 
the  fullest  competition  to  secure  everything  of  the  best  quality  and  at  the  low¬ 
est  price  possible.” 

New  machinery,  etc.,  aggregating  a  cost  of  $500,000  has  been  ordered  for 
the  Diamondville  coal  mines,  IJiamondville,  Wyo.  This  immense  outlay  is 
necessitated  by  the  fact  that  the  machinery  on  hand  is  not  adequate  for  the 
demands  made  for  coal.  The  mines  are  in  splendid  condition,  and  the  work 
’  which  has  been  done  in  the  past  in  the  way  of  development  has  placed  them  in 
such  a  condition  that  with  increased  facilities  the  output  can  be  made  very 
large.  The  work  of  placing  this  machinery  will  in  nowise  interfere  with  the 
operation  of  the  mine,  and  it  will  be  all  ready  by  the  time  the  business  of  the 
winter  begins. 


NEILSON 

RED^ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

DICKSOIT  EIDIDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Office,  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Ast. 

“i^C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

AVOCA  ”  (Pittston  District) 

“FRANKLIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 
“LOUISE  ”  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

HosbannoD  and  Cnmberland  Vein  Bitnminons  Goals. 

Room  808  Land  Title  Buildins.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


THE  TURNEY  ^  JONES  CO., 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL 

OF  THE 


CELEBRATED 


CONGO  COAL 

Anthracite  and  Smithing;  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  No.  355  Dearborn  St. 

COLUMBUS,  O.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


FRIGK 


H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO. 


Headquarters  for 


COKE 


I 


Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna. 

GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells¬ 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing  and 
domestic  purposes.  I  3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

Direct  Connections  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

Quotations  Freight  Rates  Pamphlets ‘'ivine  full  information  promptly  furnished  upon  application. 
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Harrison  Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years’ 
Service. 

1600 
machines 
in  use. 


1315 
sq .  i‘t.  in 
9  hours. 


Best  Combination  for  Mining  Operations. 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 

RECORD: 

17  years* 

continn- 

ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
double 
shift. 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY,  -  -  -  Chicago,  Illinois. 


LIHK  BELT  MACHINERY  CO. 


Engineers,  Founders,  Machinists, 

CHICAGO,  U.  S.  A. 

Designers  and  Builders  of  Complete 

TIPPLE  HOUSE  EQUIPMENT 

Consisting  of 

Elevators,  Conveyors,  Breaker  Rolls,  Shaking 
Screens,  Revolving  Screens,  Self- 
Dumping  Cages*  Etc. 

ELECTRIC  COAL-MINING  MACHINERY. 


THE  JEFFREY  CHAIN  COAL  nUTTINC  MACHINERY. 

All  Claims  Based  on  Actual  Results. 


Electric  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 


The  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter  will  produce  from 
100  percent  to  150  per  cent  more  coal  than  the 
puncher  machines  under  the  same  conditions. 

COMPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


Machinery  fully  covered  by  Guarantees 


Electric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  Drills. 

Electric  Shearing  Machines. 
Air  Shearing  Machines. 


Electric  ljungwall  Machines. 
Air  Loiigwall  iVIaoliines. 
Electric  Locomotives. 

Electric  Pumps. 


Manufacturers  Dynamos  and  Motors. 


Compressed  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 


THE  JEFFREY  MFG.  CO.,  -  Coluiubus,  OMo. 


The  Black  Diamond. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 

PUBUSHBD 

IK  THS  INTEBBST  OP  THE  COAL  IKl>t»Vnnr 
§r  TH£  BLACK  DIAA1CND  COUBUn 

(nOOBPOKATBD.) 

OFFICIAL  PAPER  OF  THE  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF 

ILLINOIS  AND  WISCONSIN-Secretary, - 

-  THE  MICHICAN  RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCI ATION-Secretary, 

James  T.  Eaman,  Detroit,  M»ch.;  THE  WHOLESALE  AND 
RETAIL  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF  OHIO-Secretary, 
W.J. Ferguson,  Dayton,  Ohio;  and  THE  INDIANA  RETAIL  COAL 
ASSOCIATION-Secretary,  A.  C.  Hill,  Kendallville,  Ind. 

JOHN  B.  LUCAS, 

Mks.  H.  a.  BISCHOFF,  -  Business  Man4geh 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE, 

Yearly  (in  advance), . .  ..  |3  00 

Single  Copies, . . 

advertising  rates — furnished  on  application. 

Address  all  communications  to 

The  Bla.ck  DiA-mond 

Temple  Court  Building . Chicago,  III. 

New  York,  29  Liberty  St.,  -  .  -  -  .  s.  O.  Graeb,  Mgr. 

entered  at  the  CHICAGO  POST  OFFICE  AS  SECOND-CLASS  MATTER. 

VoL.  21.  August  27,  1898.  No.  9. 

We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  mine  owners,  workers,  S 
shippers  and  agents,  if  they  will  kindly,  from  time  to  time,  0 
_  furnish  such  intelligence  as  may  be  of  public  interest  to  the 

gcoal  trade,  when  it  comes  under  their  notice. 

« ii«  iii  in  u»  i,.  u.  u,  u.  m 


MARKET  REVIEW. 


During  the  first  ten  days  of  August  the  Bureau  of  Coal  Statis¬ 
tics  shows  that  there  was  a  very  large  increase  in  the  receipts  of 
both  water  and  all-rail  anthracite  coal  at  Chicago.  Nearly  50,000 
tons  more  than  for  the  same  jicriod  last  year.  The  shipments  of 
anthracite  for  the  same  time  and  comparison  show  only  a  slight 
increase  in  the  tonnage. 

Receipts  of  bituminous  coal  during  the  same  period  and  com¬ 
parison  show  increases  from  all  the  competitive  states,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  but  a  decrease  is  noted  from 
West  Virginia.  Of  the  four  districts  in  Illinois,  the  Northern, 
Central  and  Plastern  show  increases,  the  last  named  large,  but 
from  the  Southern  field  the  receipts  have  fallen  off.  Shipments 
of  soft  coal  generally  have  increased. 

Coke  receipts  and  shipments  show  a  large  increase  from  Au¬ 
gust  I  to  August  10. 

Anthracite  coal  in  the  Western  market  is  short  on  all  sizes  ex¬ 
cept  stove  or  range,  and  at  Buffalo  there  is  but  little  chestnut  in 
stock.  It  would  not  be  at  all  surprising  on  account  of  the  large 
surplus  of  stove  coal,  and  the  positive  lack  of  demand  for  this 
size,  if  a  cut  of  15  cents  or  so  was  made  in  order  to  move  it.  The 
situation,  however,  is  considerably  mixed,  as  it  is  very  evident  that 
there  is  still  plenty  of  cheap  coalat'July  prices  still  unsold  in 
second  hands,  and  until  this  is  distributed  to  the  smaller  trade  and 
from  them  to  the  consumer  there  will  be  neither  activity  nor  sta¬ 
bility  in  prices.  Much  of  the  future  for  anthracite  depends  upon 
the  rapidity  with  which  the  absorption  of  this  coal  is  accom¬ 
plished,  as  at  present  it  is  a  menace  to  the  producers’  agents  who, 
however,  have  few  salesmen  on  the  road.  There  are  very  few 


dealers  in  the  West  who  did  not  secure  some  coal  in  luly,  and 
until  that  is  disposed  of  they  are  not  likely  to  purchase  further 
supplies.  This  applies  to  all  the  territory  west  of  Lake  Michigan 
and  the  state  of  Indiana  clear  to  the  Missouri  river,  and  it  may  be 
sixty  days  before  there  is  any  active  buying.  The  market  is  still 
a  waiting  one  and  selling  prices  are  anything  from  $4. 75  upwards 
with  no  demand  or  strength  apparent  except  at  points  reached 
from  Buffalo  and  uninfluenced  by  water  coal,  where  the  minimum 
schedule  of  S4.00  is  steady. 

The  bituminous  coal  market  begins  to  show  some  improve¬ 
ment  as  regards  tonnage,  but  it  cannot  be  said  that  there  is  any 
betterment  in  prices;  on  the  contrary,  some  grades  are  lower, 
and  they  are  not  the  inferior  qualities  either.  The  increased  de¬ 
mand  is  largely  for  steam  coal,  though  there  is  also  a  much  better 
inquiry  from  the  commerical  trade  within  the  week  and  the  out¬ 
look  is  for  greater  activity  in  all  lines.  The  aggressiveness  of 
West  Virginia  coal  all  through  the  West  is  causing  a  good  deal 
of  uneasiness,  to  say  nothing  of  the  loss  of  business,  to  operators 
of  mines  in  Indiana  and  Illinois.  It  is  as  clear  as  daylight  that 
at  least  one  Eastern  carrying  road  is  making  coal  rates  which 
will  soon  call  for  a  revision  of  the  tariffs  of  some  of  the  Western 
roads,  or  there  will  be  little  coal  for  them  to  haul.  Whether  this 
will  be  done  depends  much  upon  the  ability  of  the  Western 
roads  to  compel  their  strong  Eastern  competitor  to  restore  and 
maintain  rates.  It  is  this  irregularity  that  has  caused  the  weak¬ 
ness  and  consequent  lower  prices  on  nearly  every  grade  of  coal 
produced  in  the  West,  and  until  it  is  rectified  the  demoralization 
now  so  prominent  will  continue.  The  feeling  generally  is  neither 
as  cheerful  nor  as  healthy  as  it  was  earlier  in  the  month  because 
of  the  approaching  clash  in  railroad  freight  rates. 

Coke  continues  in  moderate  demand,  but  the  tonnage  of  the 
new  business  placed  is  generally  light  and  there  is  the  same  irreg¬ 
ularity  in  prices. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  anthracite  coal  as  show¬ 
ing  a  little  more  activity,  but  orders  are  small  and  so  far  would 
have  no  effect  on  the  tonnages  for  the  year.  The  larger  interests 
appear  to  affect  a  waiting  policy  which  contrasts  favorably  with 
others,  some  of  whom  are  anxious  for  business  and  are  quoting 
considerably  below  the  circular  in  order  to  create  a  demand  and 
so  move  coal.  Middlemen  are  using  this  to  bear  the  market  in 
order  to  obtain  large  blocks  of  coal.  Inquiry  from  the  far  East 
shows  much  improvement  and  a  good  business  is  expected  from 
there.  Special  coals  are  in  better  demand  than  supply  just  now, 
while  egg  and  broken  are  reported  scarce  on  the  hard  Lehigh 
grades  and  orders  are  being  cut  down,  and  there  is  also  some 
shortage  reported  on  the  freeburning  coals-same  sizes.  Steam 
sizes  are  easier,  but  prices  cannot  go  much  lower  on  account  of 
restricted  output,  and  the  companies  prefer  to  accumulate  stock 
rather  than  to  sacrifice  at  this  time.  The  output  from  the  mines 
appears  to  be  kept  well  in  hand  judging  from  the  number  of 
working  days.  While  there  is  some  talk  of  an  advance  it  is 
doubtful  if  more  than  the  current  circular  will  be  realized  this 
season.  The  Eastern  soft  coal  trade  is  dull,  few  orders  are  re¬ 
ceived  and  operators  supplying  this  market  are  not  running  their 
mines  steadily.  The  peace  preliminaries  have  had  exerted  a 
favorable  influence  on  the  trade,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  Ameri¬ 
can  product  will  soon  be  in  demand  in  foreign  markets.  I'he  far 
East,  though  fairly  well  stocked,  is  sending  in  most  of  the  orders, 
but  as  manufacturers  are  running  lightly  they  require  less  fuel, 
and  this  is  now  affecting  the  market  to  some  extent.  New  York 
harbor  and  Sound  trade  is  quiet,  but  regular,  as  the  storage  ca¬ 
pacity  is  limited.  All  rail  business  is  dull,  and  as  the  tonnage 
falls  off  prices  are  weak  and  uncertain. 

West  Virginia  advices  are  that  shipments  of  coal  to  the  west¬ 
ern  markets  are  steady  and  strong,  but  not  so  heavy  as  several 
weeks  ago.  In  the  Fairmont  region  nearly  all  mines  are  working 
to  capacity.  Demand  for  coke  is  steady,  but  not  as  strong  as  it  is 
for  coal.  Fairmont  operators  claim  that  they  are  covering  their 
own  contracts  only,  and  that  no  coal  is  being  sold  to  operators  in 
other  fields  to  cover  contracts  taken  at  figures  which  preclude  the 
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PRICES  F.  O.  R.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 

August  25,  1898. 

Broken  Egg- 


. I 


Companies  Free  Burning 
White  Ash .  ;S3-65 


S3-90 


Stove. 

$4.15 


Nut 

S3.90 


STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . 

Buckwheat . 

Rice . 


$2.00-^2.50 
1.65-  2.00 
■  1.30-  1.45 


AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 


White  ash . $5.00 

Pink  ash .  5.50 

Red  ash .  5.75 


The  anthracite  coal  trade  shows  if  anything  a  little  more  activity  than  it 
did  a  week  or  two  ago,  though  the  orders  coming  in  are  small  and  do  not  offer 
much  encouragement  in  the  way  of  large  total  tonnages  for  the  year.  The 
larger  interests  are  apparently  all  playing  a  waiting  policy,  though  some  of 
the  smaller  concerns  are  showing  greater  anxiety  and  are  quoting  prices  con¬ 
siderably  below  the  schedule  figures  in  the  hope  of  stirring  up  some  demand. 
This  intormation  is  used  freely  by  some  of  the  middlemen  to  bear  the  market 
with  the  expectation  of  getting  considerable  blocks  of  coal  at  these  low  fig¬ 
ures,  which  in  these  fnstances  are  reported  were  lower  than  can  be  confirmed 
in  the  tuade.  The  far  East  is  manifesting  proportionately  the  greatest  im¬ 
provement;  in([uiries  from  this  territory  show  a  decided  increase,  and  with  the 
approach  of  the  close  of  the  vacation  season,  a  good  business  is  shortly  looked 
for,  and  the  trade  generally  is  much  more  hopeful  over  the  situation  than  it 
has  been. 

The  demand  for  the  special  coals  is  quite  good,  in  fact,  more  than  equal 
to  the  supply.  Egg  and  broken  coal  are  also  reported  scarce  on  the  hard 
Lehigh  grades,  and  orders  are  being  cut  down  to  make  the  supply  go  around. 
The  tree  burning  sizes  are  pretty  generally  equal  to  the  requirements,  although 
we  near  of  some  instances  where  stove  coal  is  scarce,  and  others  report  a 
scarcity  of  egg  and  broken.  The  small  sizes  are  much  easier  than  they  were 
and  prices  are  less  firm,  though  it  is  not  believed  that  prices  will  be  anv  lower 
on  account  of  the  curtailed  output  and  the  fact  that  companies  prefer  to  ac¬ 
cumulate  a  fair  stock  of  these  sizes  for  their  winter’s  trade,  rather  than  to  sac¬ 
rifice  them  at  this  time.  Shipments  to  the  West  have  fallen  off  somewhat, 
and  trade  generally  in  that  locality  is  reported  dull.  The  output  at  the  mines 
is  being  kept  well  in  hand,  and  judging  from  the  present  number  of  working 
days  the  shipments  for  the  month  should  be  well  within  the  requirements. 
There  is  some  talk  of  an  advance  in  prices  for  next  month,  but  it  is  doubtful 
if  anything  more  than  the  present  schedule  will  be  realized  this  season. 

There  is  little  change  in  the  Eastern  soft  coal  trade,  there  being  few  orders 
coming  into  the  hands  of  shippers,  and  operators  are  finding  it  difficult  to  keep 
their  mines  running,  even  at  the  curtailed  operations.  However,  the  progress 
made  in  the  peace  preliminaries  during  the  week  has  had  a  favorable  influ¬ 
ence  among  the  trade,  and  has  created  a  more  cheerful  appearance  with  the 
thought  that  the  international  troubles  out  of  the  way  foreign  markets  will  open 
up  that  will  greatly  enlarge  the  demands  for  the  American  product.  The  far 
East  is  sending  in  comparatively  most  of  their  business  at  the  present  time. 
Vet  stocks  in  this  territory  are  fairly  large  and  manufacturers  report  curtail¬ 
ments  in  their  operations,  and  therefore  are  not  requiring  the  amount  of  coal 
they  did,  which  is  affecting  the  trade  to  some  extent.  As  in  some  instances 
where  coal  has  been  shipped  on  contracts  consumers  have  declined  to  receive 
it,  compelling  shippers  to  store  same,  which  is  anything  but  pleasant,  when 
coal  is  selling  at  the  low  prices  that  are  made  on  it  today.  Salesmen  report 
that  it  is  absolutely  useless  to  solicit  business  at  this  time,  there  being  hardly 
enough  to  pay  for  travelling  expenses.  Sound  ports  are  taking  but  an  occa¬ 
sional  cargo  and  even  these  often  are  held  over  before  they  are  disposed  of. 
New  York  harbor  trade  is  quiet,  though  consumers  are  ordering  more  regularly. 
Their  storing  capacity  being  limited,  are  obliged  to  come  into  the  market  as 
their  daily  consumption  requires  them  to  do.  All-rail  trade  is  in  a  listless  state. 
The  tonnage  having  fallen  off  and  prices  are  reported  weak  and  uncertain, 
consumers  after  paying  the  freight  owe  the  producers  from  $3.00  a  car  down 
to  nothing,  and  we  have  heard  of  instances  where  the  consumer  had  money 
coming  to  him  after  paying  the  freight  charges.  There  is  nothing  new  in  as¬ 
sociation  matters;  those  most  interested  are  hopeful  of  strengthening  it  suffi¬ 
ciently  to  derive  a  certain  amount  of  benefit  therefrom.  But  the  fact  is  that 
already  several  concerns  are  cutting  the  prices  named  by  this  organization  and 
are  adopting  various  methods  to  get  around  the  stipulations  named  in  their 
agreement.  Prices  are  possibly  somewhat  weaker  than  they  were;  one  or  two 
of  the  larger  concerns  which  has  been  endeavoring  to  hold  up  the  figures,  we 
understand,  has  now  cut  its  prices  and  is  seeking  business  at  the  cut  figures. 
Transportation  is  improved. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  in  good  supply  and  rates  easy. 
We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  as  follows  from  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore: 
Salem  and  Portland,  55;  Sound  ports,  50;  Wareham,  70;  Lynn,  65;  Portsmouth 
and  Bath  55@6o;  Newburyport  65(g7o;  Dover,  85  and  towage;  Saco  75  and  tow¬ 
age;  Gardner,  60  and  towage;  Bangor,  55@65 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  $1.60  to 
$1.75  f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia,  $1.25  to  $1.50  for  th.‘  poorer  grades  and  $1.65  to 
$1.75  on  the  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  $2.10 
to  $2.20  on  the  higher  grades,  and  S1.60  to  $1.75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


The  coal  miners  at  Pleasant  Valley,  near  Harrison  City,  Pa.,  have  resumed 
operations. 

Work  will  begin  in  September  for  the  building  of  the  large  sheds  for  the 
naval  coaling  station  on  the  site  of  the  old  New  London,  Conn.,  navy  yard. 

The  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Co.  awarded  the  contract  for  their  next 
year’s  coal  supply,  for  their  southern  lines,  to  the  .Southern  Coal  Co.,  of  Corona, 
Walker  County,  Alabama.  The  contrac;  amounts  to  about  130,000  tons. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

August  24,  1898. 

The  past  week  in  the  anthracite  market  shows  a  somewhat  better  move¬ 
ment  of  coal,  though  trade  is  by  no  means  of  a  character  to  make  coal  men 
feel  very  cheerful.  The  general  maintenance  of  prices,  however,  and  the  near 
approach  of  the  season  when  dealers  will  have  to  take  on  more  coal  inspires 
some  hope  to  the  trade  and  gives  it  a  stronger  tone  than  it  has  evidenced  for 
some  time.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  talk,  which  the  few  extra  orders 
coming  in  the  market  has  no  doubt  brought  about,  of  the  cutting  of  prices. 
Some  of  these  rumors  would  have  coal  selling  at  unheard  of  prices,  and  in  fact 
figures  that  are  even  a  surprise  to  the  coal  trade.  We  are,  however,  unable  to 
confirm  these  rumors,  and  believe  they  are  circulated  entirely  for  the  purpose 
of  bearing  the  market,  as  prices  with  the  companies  are  fairly  firm 
and  some  of  the  sizes  of  hard  coal  are  obtaining  premiums.  Dealers 
Eastward  are  not  ordering  much  coal  yet,  most  of  them  having  sufficient 
supplies  on  hand  to  meet  the  present  small  demand  from  consumers  though  a 
good  business  is  looked  for  from  this  territory,  as  shipments  in  this  direction 
have  been  light  so  far  this  season,  and  the  improvement  in  general  business 
will  help  to  stimulate  trade  in  this  market  to  some  extent.  Line  trade  proper 
does  not  show  any  improvement,  it  being  yet  a  littte  early  for  heavy  shipments 
in  this  direction,  the  harvesting  of  crops  attracting  more  attention  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  than  coal.  The  mines  are  being  operated  on  about  half  time,  and  from 
present  indications  it  would  seem  that  the  shipments  for  the  month  will  be  well 
within  the  allotment,  and  although  considerable  of  this  coal  is  being  stocked,  yet 
the  curtailed  shipments  up  to  date,  which  are  considerably  less  than  for  the 
corresponding  periods  of  some  years  past,  should  give  the  market  additional 
strength  and  harden  prices  just  so  much.  Lehigh,  broken  and  egg,  are  re¬ 
ported  scarce  all  around  and  in  a  few  instances  these  sizes  are  short  on  free 
burning  coal.  Special  coals  are  in  demand  and  are  proving  a  factor  in  mov¬ 
ing  some  of  the  less  active  sizes.  Steam  sizes  are  quite  plentiful  and  prices 
easier.  Pea  being  $i.i5@i.4o,  and  buckwheat  90,  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  the  river. 

The  bituminous  market  continues  very  quiet,  there  being  little  or  no  new 
business  coming  into  the  hands  of  shippers,  and  even  on  season  contracts  con¬ 
sumers  are  cutting  down  their  shipments  with  the  excuse  that  owing  to  cur¬ 
tailments  in  their  plants  they  do  not  require  the  amount  of  coal  they  first  fig¬ 
ured  on.  Those  producers  who  are  not  given  to  taking  vacations  are  watch¬ 
ing  the  market  very  closely,  as  certain  actions  on  the  part  of  one  or  two  large 
operators  would  indicate  that  covert  designs  were  entertained  on  next  year’s 
business,  and  shippers  would  not  be  surprised  to  learn  of  some  contracts  be¬ 
ing  closed  up  for  several  years  to  come.  Shipments  to  South  American  points 
during  the  week  have  been  large.  The  first  shipments  to  Havana  since  the 
si  ,ning  of  the  peace  protocol  were  made  during  the  week. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  somewhat  improved,  coal  now  run¬ 
ning  through  in  much  better  time.  Car  supply  is  equal  to  all  requirements. 
In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  in  fair  supply,  and  owing  to  the 
weak  demand  rates  are  low  with  a  downward  tendency.  We  quote  current 
rates  of  freight  from  Philadelphia  as  follows;  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland, 
55;  Sound  ports,  50;  Wareham,  70;  Lynn,  65;  Portsmouth  and  Bath  55‘6o: 
Dover,  85  and  towage;  Saco,  75  and  towage;  Gardiner,  60  and  towage;  Ban¬ 
gor,  55-65;  Newburyport,  65-70.  The  further  lower  ports  are  quoted  from 
nothing  to  5  cents  above  these  rates. 


BOSTON,  MASS. 

August  24,  1898. 

There  is  yet  a  quiet  business  doing,  but  the  tone  shows  some  improve¬ 
ment  in  anthracite  coal,  as  the  season  advances.  Buyers  are  operating  a 
little  more  freely,  and  Philadelphia  advices  are  that  there  is  a  more  hopeful 
tone  among  the  companies.  Freights  continue  quiet,  the  rate  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  being  quoted  at  6o@65c,  with  Baltimore  at  65(g;7oc,  Norfolk  and  New¬ 
port  News  at  6oc  and  New  York  at  4o@5oc.  Quotations  for  stove  sizes  f.  o.  b. 
are  yet  $4.10  at  New  York,  with  stove  and  chestnut  at  $3.85,  and  broken  at  $3.60. 
Lykens  Valley  stove  is  quoted  at  $5. 10. 

There  is  yet  a  quiet  tone  at  retail  with  no  change  in  price-.  Stove  deliv¬ 
ered  is  selling  at  $5;  egg  and  nut  at  $4.75;  furnace,  $4.50;  pea,  S3. 50;  Franklin, 
S6.50;  Cumberland,  S3. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  quiet  with  prices  about  steady.  Prices  are 
quoted;  Georges  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Philadelphia,  $1.85;  Clearfield, St. 4o@ 
1.50;  Pocahontas  and  New  River,  f.  o.  b.  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  St. 751 
Georges  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Baltimore,  $1.75. 

Pocket  prices  at  Mystic  Wharf,  Salem,  and  Newburyport  for  anthracite 
coal  are  nominally  as  follows: — 


Bkn.  Egg.  Stove.  Cht. 

Hard  white  ash .  4  60  4  85  5  00  4  75 

Free  white  ash . 4  50  4  75  5  00  4  75 

Shamokm .  5  00  5  25  4  85 

Lykens  Valley .  6  10  4  85  6  25 


The  receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  in  this  port  the  past  week 
and  since  January  i,  compared  with  last  year,  have  been; 

—1898—  —1897— 


Week.  Year.  Week.  Year. 

Anthracite .  33,742  1,070,970  38,994  1,230,315 

Bituminous .  I4,444  1,158,525  43,213  934,536 


MIIAVAEKEE,  WIS. 

August  25,  1898. 

It  is  now  nearly  a  month  since  the  price  of  coal  was  raised  a  dollar  a  ton, 
but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  there  Is  no  anthracite  being  sold  at  S5.25  wholesale, 
nor  very  little,  if  any,  at  $6.00  retail.  There  is  very  little  actual  demand  for 
hard  coal,  but  there  is  more  inquiry  and  some  orders  are  being  taken,  but  not 
at  the  full  circular  price.  The  current  sales  price  shades  the  circular  from  25 
cents  to  35  cents  to  the  country  trade,  though  it  is  asserted  that  some  are  doing 
even  better  than  those  figures,  but  the  rumor  cannot  be  traced  to  its  source. 
Bituminous  coal  is  rather  more  active  and  the  belief  seems  to  be  general  that 
trade  will  assume  goodly  proportions  this  fall  for  both  steam  and  domestic  fuel. 
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Of  anthracite  coal  there  is  little  to  be  said  that  will  make  pleasant  reading 
for  shipper,  jobber  or  dealer.  The  consumer  has  had  and  is  still  having 
his  innings  on  the  low  prices.  An  agent  remarks:  “Well,  I  really  don’t  know 
what  coal  is  selling  at.  It  just  keeps  me  guessing.  But  it  is  very  plain  to  be 
seen  that  stove  coal,  on  account  of  the  large  surplus,  can  be  bought  at  less 
than  the  current  rate,  $4.75.”  That  the  market  is  in  bad  shape  is  admitted  by 
ail.  It  was  in  poor  condition  when  the  cut  was  made  in  July,  but  it  is  in  worse 
plight  now,  simply  because^ when  an  agent  quotes  the  regular  selling  figures  of 
$4.75  for  the  smaller  sizes  he  is  met  with  a  refusal  to  buy,  as  the  inquirer  claims 
he  can  do  better;  and,  as  he  hears  no  more  from  him,  the  chances  are  his  in¬ 
tended  customer  has  bought  at  a  lower  price.  The  situation  appears  to  be  less 
certain  than  it  was  a  week  ago,  and,  with  the  cheap  July  coal  confronting  the 
shippers,  the  conditions  will  not  improve  until  it  is  absorbed  by  the  trade. 
There  is  quite  a  scarcity  of  chestnut  coal  with  all  the  interests  and  some  short¬ 
age  of  both  large  and  small  egg,  but  an  abundant  supply  of  stove  or  range,  on 
which  the  current  figures  might  be  shaded  for  a  good  order.  Retail  business 
is  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  badly  demoralized  as  the  wholesale,  and  one  occa¬ 
sionally  hears  of  absurdly  low  prices. 

Business  is  beginning  to  pick  up  in  soft  coal,  both  for  steam  and  domestic 
fuel,  but  prices  all  along  the  line,  high  and  low  grades,  begin  to  suffer  from 
the  apparently  utter  demoralization  which  has  broken  out  in  the  freight  rates 
in  the  west  as  well  as  in  the  east.  Shippers  say  that  schedule  tariff  sheets  are 
a  perfect  mockery,  meaningless,  because  they  don’t  represent  anything.  When 
West  Virginia  coal  is  offered  on  this  market  at  less  than  the  published  freight 
rate,  does  it  mean  that  operators  in  the  mountain  state  are  giving  their  coal 
away  or  does  it  mean  that  the  carrying  roads  are  slashing  the  tariff? 

Western  railroads  will  be  brought  into  the  fight,  and  then  goodness  only 
knows  what  will  happen.  The  deeper  the  cut  the  quicker  will  the  remedy  be 
applied. 

The  heavy  rains  have  delayed  threshing  operations,  and  there  is  still  some 
little  demand  for  that  coal.  On  the  whole  there  is  a  better  movement  of  coal, 
and  the  tonnage  is  heavier,  but  there  is  no  prospect  of  any  improvement  in 
prices  until  freight  rates  have  been  regulated. 

Coke  is  in  quiet  but  steady  demand,  and  the  outlook  for  increased  tonnage 
is  regarded  as  favorable. 


CONPiELLSVILLE,  PA. 

August  23,  i8g8. 

The  Courier  says:  “The  coke  region  had  a  clearing  up  sale  last  week.  As 
announced  in  this  report  last  week,  the  coke  companies  had  accumulated  a 
large  stock  of  coke,  loaded  on  cars  and  standing  unconsigned  on  the  sidings. 
The  railroads,  needing  cars,  made  a  request  that  this  stock  be  used  up  in  order 
to  ease  up  the  car  supply  somewhat,  and  the  coke  companies  shut  down  an 
extra  day  last  week  at  nearly  all  the  plants  in  order  to  comply  with  the  request. 
The  Pennsylvania  railroad  was  more  in  need  of  cars  than  the  other  roads,  but 
the  B.  &  O.  also  had  many  cars  standing  full  on  the  coke  sidings.  It  is  thought 
that  the  glut  will  be  out  of  the  region  by  the  end  of  this  week,  as  the  operators 
are  making  a  second  lay-off. 

In  consequence  of  the  shut-down  last  week  to  four  days  instead  of  the 
six  and  five  days  usual  at  most  of  the  plants,  production  dropped  down  far 
below  the  average  for  the  weeks  of  June  and  July.’’ 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption  are  as  follows: 

To  Pittsburg . $0.55  To  St.  Louis,  Mo . $2.90 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley . 1.10  ToEastSt.  Louis . 2.25 

To  Cleveland,  O . 1.40  To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

To  Buffalo,  N.  Y . 1.75  To  Joliet,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 2.10  To  Peoria,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 1,75  To  Baltimore . 1.95 

To  Toledo,  O . .  — 2.05  To  Boston . 3.50 

To  Columbus,  O.  . 1.45  To  Montreal,  Can . 3.9154 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . 2.25  To  New  York . 2.94 

To  Louisville,  Ky . 2.75  To  Philadelphia . 2.15 

To  Chicago,  Ill . 2  25 


SAN  FRANCISCO.  CAL. 

August  20,  1898. 

During  the  week  there  have  been  the  following  deliveries  of  coal:  Seven 
from  Washington,  15,561  tons;  two  from  British  Columbia, 9,541  tons;  one  from 
Philadelphia,  2,322  tons;  three  from  Australia,  7,550  tons;  two  from  Great 
Britain,  2,743  tons;  total,  37,717  tons.  The  free  arrivals  so  far  this  month  of  all 
grades  have  relieved  the  market,  as  contracts  are  now  being  filled  for  fuel 
which  was  actually  needed.  No  change  in  values  is  noted,  prices  remain 
steady.  Freight  quotations  from  Australian  ports  continue  firm,  and  vessels 
are  difficult  to  procure  at  going  rates,  as  sailors  are  in  active  demand  for  the 
South  Coast,  Manila  and  Honolulu.  Coal  freights  from  English  ports  are  not 
so  strong,  as  vessels  there  are  plentiful;  the  main  difficulty  is  to  procure  the 
cargoes,  as  the  lockout  still  continues  at  Cardiff  and  Swansea.  Coal  has  ad¬ 
vanced  throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  on  account  of  the  output  of  the  Welsh 
collieries  being  discontinued.  At  present  there  is  no  more  evidence  of  a  com¬ 
promise  between  owners  and  miners  than  existed  months  ago,  and  the  conse¬ 
quences  are  becoming  most  serious. 

The  Cumberland  coal  market  locally  is  lower,  as  recent  arrivals  are  being 
more  freely  offered  at  shaded  figures.  Colonial  coal  miners  have  been  solicit¬ 
ing  the  colliery  owners  to  advance  their  prices,  at  the  same  time  demanding 
that  a  proportion  of  the  increase  shall  be  added  to  their  wages;  if  this  is  not 
acceded  to,  there  may  be  labor  troubles  in  that  section.  An  Australian  lock¬ 
out  would  be  seriously  felt  here. 


WHEELING,  W.  YA. 

August  27,  1898. 

The  local  coal  and  coke  markets  are  good,  but  not  booming.  There  is  a 
good  demand  for  coal  and  for  all  sorts  of  factory  and  steam  making  uses,  and 
the  blast  furnaces  and  foundries  continue  to  work  steadily  and  well  up  to 
capacity.  Every  furnace  in  the  Wheeling  district  is  in  full  operation,  and  has 
prospects  for  continuing  so  for  months  to  come.  The  pig  iron  production 
locally  is  all  consumed  without  shipment,  and  the  mills  and  steel  works  which 
use  this  pig  iron  are  all  working  nicely,  with  good  outlook  for  the  future.  In 
tact,  there  is  a  feeling  that  nothing  can  now  head  off  the  iron  business  till  the 
end  of  the  year,  at  the  earliest.  Other  lines  of  manufacture,  china,  glass  and 
pottery,  which  are  all  largely  represented  in  the  list  of  Wheeling’s  best  indus¬ 
tries,  are  working  well,  with  good  prospects,  and  are  consuming  coal  with  de¬ 
lightful  steadiness  and  appetite.  The  retail  trade  of  course  is  light  at  this 
time,  but  the  prospect  of  good  times  this  winter  have  had  the  effect  of  stimulat¬ 
ing  preparations  for  a  strong  season  when  the  hot  weather  is  over.  Some  mines 
that  have  been  working  in  a  desultory  sort  of  fashion  for  several  years,  are 
making  preparations  for  better  production  this  winter,  while  others  are  g'etting 
ready  for  larger  output  than  they  have  made  in  several  years. 

Over  the  Ohio  river  in  the  Eastern  Ohio  district,  the  miners  are  not  doing 
much,  when  it  is  considered  that  this  is  the  height  of  the  shipping  season  for 
them,  and  the  time  when  they  should  be  doing  their  best. 

The  shipments  of  West  Virginia  coal  to  the  western  markets  continues 
steady  and  strong,  but  hardly  as  heavy  during  the  last  week  of  July  and  the 
first  two  weeks  of  August.  The  transfers  of  Fairmont  coal  here  are  larger 
than  usual,  though  hardly  as  strong  as  when  mentioned  in  these  letters  a 
couple  of  weeks  ago. 

The  Fairmont  region  continues  to  have  good  trade  and  to  work  nearly 
every  mine  to  its  capacity.  The  coke  demand  is  steady  and  fairly  strong,  but 
hardly  as  strong  as  the  coal  demand.  Operators  still  assert  that  the  Fair¬ 
mont  mines  are  covering  their  own  contracts  only,  and  that  no  coal  is  being 
sold  to  operators  in  other  fields  to  cover  contracts  taken  at  figures  which  pre¬ 
clude  the  filling  of  them  with  coal  mined  under  the  Chicago  agreement.  The 
Fairmontcrs  claim  that  they  have  gotten  into  some  new  and  fine  fields  of  trade 
that  they  have  only  reached  occasionally  heretofore,  and  that  they  are  in  posi¬ 
tion  to  hold  their  business  against  all  comers. 

On  the  West  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg  Railroad,  business  continues 
good  and  growing.  The  difficulties  incident  to  the  war,  which  were  felt  to  a 
considerable  extent  by  the  West  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg  operators,  have 
about  all  disappeared,  and  export  coal  and  coke  are  again  cutting  a  consider¬ 
able  figure.  The  demand  for  coal  from  the  Eastern  States’  manufacturing 
regions  is  again  showing  more  strength,  and  there  is  a  decidedly  better  call 
for  both  coal  and  coke  from  those  centres. 

On  the  Norfolk  &  Western  Railroad  there  is  no  change  in  the  good  con¬ 
ditions  which  have  marked  that  region  for  weeks.  The  mines  and  ovens  are 
well  employed,  and  the  railroad  is  taxed  to  handle  the  coal  freights  offered. 
The  western  shipments  continue  good,  and  the  call  for  coke  and  coal  to  go 
East,  much  of  it  to  be  trans-shipped  at  Norfolk,  is  stronger  than  it  has  been  for 
months. 

In  the  Kanawha  valley,  the  river  mines  are  all  at  work  in  full,  filling  the 
barges  which  were  returned  on  the  recent  rise  from  the  lower  river  markets. 
The  rail  mines  are  doing  a  good  business  also. 

In  the  New  River  valley  there  is  no  change  in  the  situation. 


ST.  LOUIS. 

August  25,  1898. 

There  is  no  material  change  in  the  situation  here.  Monday  and  Tuesday 
were  about  the  hottest  days  of  the  summer,  which  has,  so  far,  been  remarkably 
cool  as  a  whole,  and  Wednesday  and  Thursday  have  withessed  the  thermome¬ 
ter  monkeying  somewhere  around  the  90’s. 

The  warm  spell  has  had  quite  a  marked  influence  on  the  yard  business, 
which  was  beginning  to  assume  very  good  proportions  for  the  season.  Manu¬ 
facturing  industries  throughout  the  city  seem  to  be  constantly  increasing  their 
operations,  however,  and  the  demand  for  steam  coal  on  contracts  is  of  large 
dimensions.  Receipts  of  bituminous  at  East  St.  Louis  are  quite  heavy,  and 
the  month  promises  to  show  an  increase  of  fully  30  per  cent  over  August  of 
1896,  1897  not  being  taken  into  consideration,  owing  to  the  big  strike  which 
was  in  full  blast  at  this  time  last  year.  Prices  f.  o.  b.  cars  East  St.  Louis  are 
ten  cents  higher  per  ton  than  last  month,  owing  to  the  advance  in  freight  rates, 
but  the  operators  are  getting  no  better  prices  at  mine. 

It  should  be  said  that  a  very  large  percentage  of  the  cheap  contract  coal 
which  is  helping  to  swell  the  receipts  at  East  St.  Louis  is  from  the  smaller 
mines  which  were  able  to  get  a  good  start  during  the  strike  of  last  year. 

There  have  been  new  developments  in  the  situation  at  the  C.  &  A.  mines 
south  of  Springfield,  since  the  decision  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  mine 
workers  sustaining  the  Springfield  scale. 

The  developments  at  Panaare  being  watched  with  a  good  deal  of  interest 
although  no  coal  is  shipped  from  there  to  St.  Louis.  No  one  here  anticipates 
such  a  thing  as  a  sympathetic  strike  growing  out  of  the  Pana  difficulties. 
Business  is  very  quiet  in  anthracite  and  prices  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  con¬ 
dition. 


The  Prospect  Hill  coal  mines,  near  Vincennes,  Ind.,  have  been  purchased, 
by  a  number  of  miners,  who  have  leased  the  diggings  and  expect  to  open  them 
soon  on  the  co-operative  plan.  They  expect  to  employ  thirty-five  or  forty 
miners  and  will  run  steadily.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  company  to  employ  home 
men  and  a  preference  will  be  given  married  men.  Henry  F.  Wessell  will  act 
as  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  mine  is  in  good  shape  and  the  machinery  in 
splendid  order.  The  air  shaft  has  been  completed  and  works  perfectly. 

Proposals  for  furnishing  the  South  Dakota  Hospital  for  Insane,  Sioux 
Falls,  with  mystic,  walnut  block,  or  other  equally  good  steam  coal,  will  be 
received  by  the  State  Board  of  Charities  and  Corrections,  up  to  Wednesday 
the  ist  day  of  September  at  12  o’clock  noon.  The  amount  of  coal  required 
two  thousand  tons,  more  or  less,  to  be  furnished  during  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1899,  as  required  by  the  Board  of  Charities  and  Corrections,  coal  to  be  de¬ 
livered  on  the  Hospital  Switch  of  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  railroad 
company. 
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IJUFFALO,  >.  Y. 

Aug.  25,  1898. 

Inquiry  among  dealers  in  coal  in  this  market  shows  that  the  local  demand 
for  anthracite  coal  from  wholesale  dealers  here  has  decidedly  improved,  and 
that  orders  are  coming  in  freely.  Dealers  in  bituminous  reports  a  large  ton¬ 
nage,  t)ut  no  improvement  in  prices,  with  a  very  small  margin  of  profit  in  the 
business. 

Prices  of  coal  remain  unchanged  as  follows: 

for  anthracite  coal,  wholesale  prices  in  cars  at  Buffalo  or  Suspension 
Bridge,  2,240  pounds,  f4  for  grate;  S4.25  for  egt',  stove  and  chestnut.  These 
(|Uiitatioi]>  are  50  cents  lower  than  prices  on  januaty  i. 

F  or  anthracite  coal,  2,240  pounds,  delivered  free  on  board  of  vessels  at 
liuffalo,  pi  ices  on  May  i  were:  S4.30  for  grate;  S4.55  for  egg,  stove  and  chest¬ 
nut:  ret  III,  Within  the  ciiy  li  nits,  2,000  pounds,  delivered  May  i,  $4.50  on  grate; 
S4.75  tor  '  gK.  stove  and  chestnut,  and  #4  for  pea.  Blossberg  sells  t  $4. 

F  or  bituminous  coal,  2,000  pounds  car  lots  on  track,  Buffalo,  Allegheny 
region,  screened  lump,  S1.60;  uinp  and  nut  mixed,  St. 50;  run  of  mine.  Si. 40; 
nut  and  s  aek  mixed,  $1.25;  slack  Si. 15  Reynoldsville  region,  screened  lump. 
Si. 60;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  S1.60;  run  of  mine.  Si. 50;  nut  and  slack  mixed. 
Si. 30;  slaik.  Si -20.  Pitisburg  region,  screened  lump.  Si 70;  lump  and  nut 
mi.xed,  Si.60;  run  of  mine,  Si-So;  nut.  Si. 50;  slack,  Si.20.  F'airmont  region, 
screened  lump.  Si. 70;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  S1.60;  run  of  mine.  Si. 50;  slack. 
Si. 20.  Mercer  County  region,  screened  lump,  Si.6o;  lump  and  nut  mixed. 
Si  50:  mil  of  mine.  Si. 40;  slack,  StuS-  Bnar  Hill  region,  screened  lump,  S3. 351 
Canm  1  coal.  No.  i .  S4. 

Coke  is  quoted  at  S3. 15  for  Reynoldsville  and  S4.05  for  Connellsville  per 
net  ton  in  car  hits  on  trackii. 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  liuffalo  for  the  week  ending  August  20th,  ag¬ 
gregated  120,280  tons.  This  i.s  the  largest  week’s  shipment  of  the  season, 
and  indicati  s  an  unusually  heavy  movement  of  coal  from  this  port  for  the 
month  of  August.  The  shqnnents  were  distributed  as  follows:  Chicago 
52,,350>  f^f'f'vaukee  24,100,  Duluth  19450,  Superior  7600,  Toledo  2,330,  Fort 
William  1,700,  Gladstone  700,  Racine  2,000,  Shebovgan  3,900,  Hancock  1,150, 
Lake  Linden  2,500,  Bay  City  2,300,  Depot  Harbor  1,300,  F'ort  Stanley  700. 
Chicago  and  Milwaukee  continue  to  take  most  of  the  coal,  the  movement  to 
Lake  Superior  remaining  light. 

The  Lake  Michigan  freight  rates  which  were  30c  two  weeks  ago  and 
dropped  to  25c  last  week,  have  made  a  further  drop  to  20c,  and  freight  rates 
are  now  as  follows:  Chicago  20c,  Milwaukee  20c,  Duluth  250,  Toledo  25c,  Glad- 
.■-tGne  25c,  Hancock  25c,  Fort  William  25c,  Lake  Linden  25c,  Depot  Harbor 
25c,  Bay  City  25c,  Racine  25c,  Sheboygan  20c,  Fort  Stanley  30c. 

This  week,  shipments  of  coal  are  falling  off.  The  next  report,  which  will 
cover  the  week  ending  September  t,  will  show  a  material  decrease  in  activity. 
I'wo  large  companies  have  done  most  of  the  shipping  during  the  recent  heavy 
movement,  and  a  well-posted  coal  man  says  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
cod  which  has  been  moved  out  so  rapidly  in  the  last  two  weeks  is  the  coal 
which  was  sold  for  immediate  delivery  at  the  time  of  the  heavy  cut  in  prices 
at  Chicago.  The  rush  to  forward  this  coal  to  fulfill  these  contracts  is  now  ap¬ 
parently  over,  and  a  quieter  condition  is  expected  to  prevail  until  the  usual 
heavy  fall  movement  begins  in  anticipation  of  the  close  of  navigation.  The 
fall  in  freight  rates  is  very  discouraging  to  vessel  owners,  but  the  satisfactory 
demand  for  boats  to  carry  ore,  and  the  anticipation  of  a  very  heavy  grain 
movement  in  the  fall,  are  encouraging.  The  Buffalo  coal  rate  would  advance 
very  easily  in  response  to  a  little  improvement  in  the  supply  of  coal. 

The  new  whaleback  steamer,  Alexander  McDougall,  brought  in  a  cargo  of 
240,000  bushels  of  corn  here  yesterday.  Her  progress  up  the  Blackwell  Canal 
was  not  very  satisfactory,  and  a  large  amount  of  grain  had  to  be  lightered. 
The  bridge  over  the  Blackwell  Canal  at  Michigan  street  has  an  opening  of 
only  53  feet.  A  steamer  with  a  50-foot  beam  and  heavy  load  will  always  find 
difficulty  in  getting  through.  The  city  has  dredged  away  as  much  from  the 
abutments  of  the  bridge  as  it  dares,  but  in  spite  of  this  the  53-foot  opening  at 
the  top  narrows  down  at  the  bottom  to  such  an  extent  that  vessels  like  the 
McDougall  will  not  pass  through.  It  will  not  do  for  a  port  like  Buffalo  to  fail 
ill  accommodation  to  any  class  of  vessels  which  navigate  the  lakes,  and  the 
trouble  experienced  by  the  McDougall  will  doubtless  lead  to  the  early  con¬ 
struction  of  a  new  bridge  over  the  Blackwell  Canal  at  Michigan  street. 


riTTSBURG,  PA. 

August  25,  1898. 

The  river  coal  trade  has  been  very  dull  during  the  past  week.  The  last 
rise  took  down  about  1,000,000  bushels  of  coal.  A  large  amount  is  loaded,  but 
operators  do  not  wish  to  ship  while  the  lower  ports  are  so  heavily  stocked  with 
coal.  There  is  also  a  large  tonnage  of  empty  craft  ready  for  loading,  but  the 
operators  prefer  to  let  the  boats  lie  empty  rather  than  pay  anything  like  an 
advanced  rate  for  mining.  The  strike  in  the  third  pool  has  not  yet  been  started, 
and  the  fourth  pool  mines  are  fairly  active  on  local  contracts.  Local  trade  is 
very  quiet  with  no  change  in  prices.  River  coal  on  wharf  is  4c  for  lump,  33^0 
for  run-of-mine  and  2]^c  tor  slack.  The  railroad  district  this  week  shows  ab¬ 
solutely  nothing  new.  Mines  are  on  about  half  time,  and  even  at  that  the  car 
supply  is  insufficient.  Pricesshow  no  change,  as  lump  coal  at  mine  is  quoted 
ai  82c  per  ton,  the  local  price  being  $1.07. 

Tiie  Connellsville  coke  trade  showed  something  of  a  gain  for  the  last 
week  retorted.  There  are  now  13,963  ovens  m  blast,  and  4,797  idle  shipments 
amounting  i  ■  1 22.349  tons,  a  decrease  of  1870  tons.  Production  was  about  2,000 
tons  larger  tlian  that  of  the  week  previous. 

A  t.  sting  shaft  has  been  sunk  at  Milltown,  Westmoreland  county,  by  A. 
B.  Copeland,  which  tapped  an  eight-foot  vein.  Mr.  Copeland  has  an  option 
on  about  40,000  acres  of  coal  m  ti  at  vicinity,  and  the  figure  is  said  to  be  about 
S30  per  acre.  During  tf.e  past  few  months  options  have  been  taken  on  about 
5.C00  acres  of  i.oal  land  in  Upper  and  Lower  Burrell  townships,  Westmoreland 
countv. 

It  is  given  on  pretty  good  authority  that  within  the  next  year  the  B.  &  O. 
road  will  put  a  line  from  some  point  near  Connellsville  to  the  big  coal  deposits 
between  the  Youghiogheny  river  and  the  Pennsylvania  railroad.  In  all  proba¬ 
bility,  the  Somerset  fields,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Youghiogheny,  will  also  be 
opened  soon  by  the  B.  &  O.  Company. 


ITXCTAXATI,  OHIO. 

August  25,  1898. 

Two  coalboat  stages  of  water  in  the  Ohio  river  during  the  month  of 
August  is  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  the  river  coal  shipping  business; 
but  that  is  just  what  the  shippers  have  had,  and  they  have  taken  advantage  of 
the  excellent  boating  facilities  to  get  as  much  coal  as  possible  to  both  Cin¬ 
cinnati  and  Louisville,  and  four  tows,  aggregating  over  3,000,000  bushels  have 
been  sent  to  New  Orleans.  The  stock  of  coal  on  hand  here  now  is  probably 
larger  than  it  was  ever  known  to  be  before  in  the  month  of  August.  Low 
prices  are  naturally  expected  under  such  conditio  is,  and  Pittsburg  lump  coal 
is  now  being  offered  without  many  takers,  at  y/2  cents  a  bushel.  That  is  the 
lowest  price,  however,  that  coal  of  good  quality  is  being  sold  for.  Some  of 
the  cheaper  grades  of  Kanawha  lump  and  mine  run  sell  as  low  as  4  cents,  but 
most  of  the  Kanawha  shippers  want  414  and  5  cents  a  bushel.  Nut  and  slack 
ranges  from  3I4:  to  314  cents  a  bushel.  Rail  coal  is  worth  $1.65  to  $1.75  a  ton 
on  tracks  here.  Retail  prices  are  unchanged,  all  the  better  grades  selling  for 
$2.00  a  ton  delivered.  The  retail  trade  is  better  just  now  than  it  has  been  for 
several  months,  and  the  dealers  are  in  hopes  that  the  present  spurt  is  only  the 
beginning  of  a  good  fall  trade.  Rail  men  complain  bitterly  that  cars  are 
very  scarce,  and  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  fill  the  few  orders  that  can  be  ob¬ 
tained.  Anthracite  is  fairly  active  at  an  average  price,  $5.50  a  ton  delivered. 


Market  Review  continued  from  page 

filling  of  them  with  coal  mined  under  the  Chicago  agreement,  but 
they  do  assert  that  they  are  branching  out  and  able  to  hold  their 
own.  On  the  West  Virginia  Central  business  is  good  and  grow¬ 
ing,  and  export  coal  and  coke  is  increasing  in  demand.  On  the 
Norfolk  and  Western  the  excellent  conditions  which  have 
marked  that  region  for  weeks  continue,  and  the  railroad  is 
taxed  to  handle  the  coal  traffic  offered.  In  the  Kanawha  Valley 
both  river  and  rail  mines  are  doing  well.  The  New  River  dis¬ 
trict  is  also  fairly  active,  most  of  the  product  going  to  the  East. 

Philadelphia  advices  are  that  there  is  somewhat  of  a  better 
movement  of  anthracite  coal.  While  there  is  the  usual  talk  of 
cutting  prices  on  anthracite,  it  lacks  confirmation,  and  it  is  more 
tlian  probable  it  emanates  from  the  bear  side  of  the  market — the 
buyers.  The  companies  are  maintaining  the  circular  fairly  well, 
and  on  some  sizes  and  grades  the  prices  are  strong.  I.ine  trade 
does  not  as  yet  show  any  improvement.  The  mines  are  being 
operated  at  about  half  time  and  the  output  should  be  well  within 
the  allotment  for  August.  Soft  coal  continues  very  quiet,  ex¬ 
cept  on  export  business,  which  has  improved. 

Our  Cincinnati  correspondent  reports  the  largest  stock  of  coal 
ever  known  for  the  month  of  August,  and  low  prices  prevail. 
Rail  shippers  complain  bitterly  of  the  shortage  of  cars,  and  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  fill  the  few  orders  in  hand. 

Buffalo  advices  are  that  there  is  a  better  movement  of  anthra¬ 
cite  and  bituminous  coal  without  any  change  in  prices.  Ship¬ 
ments  of  coal  from  Buffalo  westward  by  lake  for  the  week  ending 
August  20th  aggregated  120,280  tons,  distributed  as  follows; 
Chicago  52,350  tons,  Milwaukee  24,100  tons,  Duluth  19,450  tons, 
Superior  7,600  tons,  Toledo  2,330  tons,  Fort  William  1,700  tons, 
Gladstone  700  tons,  Racine  2,000  tons,  Sheboygan  3,900  tons, 
Hancock  i, 1 50  tons.  Lake  Linden  2,500,  Bay  City  2,300,  Depot 
Harbor  1,300  tons  and  Fort  Stanley  200  tons.  There  is  a  further 
drop  in  freight  rates  to  Chicago  and  Milwaukee  which  are  now 
20  cents. 

At  Pittsburg  the  operators  in  the  third  pool  are  making  little 
effort  to  start  their  mines  at  the  advance  asked  by  the  miners. 
There  is  plenty  of  coal  at  the  lower  river  ports  and  they  prefer  to 
allow  the  barges  to  remain  empty,  at  least  for  awhile.  Railroad 
mines  are  running  about  half  time  and  even  at  that  the  car  supply 
is  insufficient. 

St.  Louis  advices  are  that  business  is  quiet  but  that  receipts  of 
soft  coal  continue  heavy.  Anthracite  coal  continues  stagnant  and 
prices  are  very  unsatisfactory. 


DULUTH  AXl)  SUPERIOR. 

August  24,  1898. 

Coal  is  arriving  steadily  and  the  docks  are  pretty  well  filled.  Business, 
however,  is  very  quiet.  In  the  hard  coal  line  there  is  little  or  nothing  doing 
and  has  not  been  much  of  anything  since  the  price  was  advanced  a  few  weeks 
ago  to  S5.25,  at  which  figure  it  is  still  quoted.  Although  nominally  held  at  this 
price  it  is  selling  lower,  considerable  shading  being  done.  Flocking  coal 
is  quoted  at  $2.25  and  Youghiogheny  at  $2.35. 

The  city  of  Duluth,  a  few  days  ago,  let  the  contract  for  supplying  the  city 
buildings.  The  amount  used  is  small.  The  Northwestern  F'uel  Company  will 
furnish  the  Buckwheat  at  S2.20  and  Cumberland  at  $3.35,  and  Peoria  Fuel 
Company  the  Youghiogheny  at  $2.40  and  nut  at  $4.50. 

The  Fosston  branch  of  the  Great  Northern  railway,  connecting  the  head 
of  Lake  Superior  with  North  Dakota  by  an  air  line,  will  be  opened  formally 
the  week  beginning  September  12.  This  will  shorten  the  distance  100  miles, 
and  there  is  talk  of  a  liberal  reduction  in  the  coal  rate  to  North  Dakota  when 
the  line  is  opened.  This  will  assist  business  condsiderably,  making  the  price 
cheaper  for  the  consumer  and  enabling  quicker  deliveries  to  be  made. 
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ON  THE  WING.  I 


Mr.  Clark  of  Clark  &  Bassett,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  was  in  Chicago  last  week. 


The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  has  ordered 
the  South  Baltimore  Car  M'^orks. 


500  hopper  coal  cars  from 


* 


Mr.  W.  H.  Comstock  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  incorporated,  the  Rookery,  Chi¬ 
cago,  has  just  returned  from  a  brief  visit  to  Mechanicsville,  Pa. 


* 

*  * 


Mr.  Robert  F.  Bopes,  auditor  of  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Piedmont, 
W.  Va.,  has  gone  to  Philadelphia  and  other  Eastern  points  where  he  will 
sp(  nd  his  vacation. 


*  * 


Mr.  S.  M.  Dalzell,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Thompson,  postmaster  at  Spring 
Valley,  III.,  and  two  other  gentlemen,  has  gone  to  Lake  Gogebic  for  ten  days’ 
fishing  and  recreation. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  W.  C.  Boyd,  225  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  representing  the  J.  Smith 
Talley  Indiana  coal  interests,  who  has  been  seriously  ill,  is  convalescing  and  is 
able  to  attend  to  business. 

*  * 

The  Navy  yard  contract  at  New  York  was  awarded  to  the  Belsena  Coal 
f'ompany  at  §2. 12,  while  W.  T.  Ramey  &  Co.  secured  the  Boston  contract  for 
bituminous  coal  for  the  navy. 

*  * 

* 

The  Siebel-Suessdorf  Copper  &  Iron  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  make  a  specialty 
of  perforating  metals  for  coal,  coke  and  ore  separators  and  of  heavy  steel  and 
iron  plates  and  cylinders  for  coal  and  coke  breakers. 

*** 

Mr.  Henry  W.  Lambirth,  president  of  the  International  Coal  Mining 
Company,  is  at  present  sojourning  in  Canada,  enjoying  a  well-earned  holi¬ 
day.  Mr.  Lambirth  will  visit  the  lower  provinces  before  his  return. 

*  * 

Mrs.  Taylor,  wife  of  Mr.  H.  N.  Taylor,  general  manager  the  General  Wil¬ 
mington  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  presented  him  with  a  daughter,  Aug.  25,  ’98,  mother 
and  babe  both  doing  well.  Needless  to  say  that  that  whole-souled,  genial 
hearted  coal  man  is  happy. 

* 

ik  rf: 

The  Department  of  State  at  Washington,  D.C.,has  received  a  cablegram 
from  Minister  Bryan,  dated  Petropolis,  to  the  effect  that  the  Brazilian  govern¬ 
ment  intends  to  advertise  for  120,000  tons  of  coal,  bids  to  be  opened  in  October. 
Mr.  Bryan  desires  that  the  United  States  exporters  should  be  informed  of  this 
opportunity. 

*** 

There  is  an  excellent  opening  in  the  South  African  coal  fields  for  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  some  of  the  American  labor-saving  devices  now  employed  in 
Western  Central  States.  These  mines  which  have  been  opened  extensively, 
but  on  the  surface  only,  would  also  afford  remunerative  employment  for 
skilled  American  miners. 

*  “ 

Hfi  iff 

Macfarlane  &  Co.,  Coal  and  Coke,  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  Chicago,  have  moved 
their  'general  offices  from  Louisville  to  the  Rookery,  Chicago,  but  retaining 
their  business  interests  intact  in  Kentucky.  Mr.  Macfarlane,  who  will  soon 
move  his  family  to  the  Garden  City,  remarks:  “We  are  headquarters  for  Ken¬ 
tucky  cannel  coal,  coke  and  southern  pig  iron.” 

* 

*  * 

Five  out  of  six  of  the  men  who  were  injured  at  Carterville,  Ill.,  this  week, 
in  a  vain  attempt  to  fight  flames  which  destroyed  the  business  portion  of  the 
town,  were  employes  of  the  Carterville  Coal  Co.  Mr.  Thompson,  the  com¬ 
pany’s  agent,  was  among  them,  and  received  a  painful  scalp  wound  from  a 
falling  timber,  but  will  be  at  work  again  in  a  day  or  two. 

A  lump  of  Montana  coal  four  feet  in  width  by  five  and  two-thirds  feet  in 
length,  weighing  8,2co  pounds,  is  among  the  exhibits  from  that  state  at  the 
Trans- Mississippi  Exposition  in  Omaha.  This  is  a  pretty  big  chunk  of  fuel. 
It  is  difficult  lo  mine  bituminous  coal  in  blocks  sufficiently  large  10  admit  of 
their  being  fashioned  symmetrically  for  exhibition  purposes. 

*** 

The  W.  C.  Luhiiow  Coal  Co.,  recently  incorporated,  offices  673  Carroll 
avenue,  Chicago;  yards.  Wood  street  and  Carroll  avenue,  and  i6th  and  Wood 
streets,  wholesale  coal,  coke  and  wood,  announce  to  the  trade  the  above 
change  in  the  firm  name  of  Dugger,  Neal  &  Luhnow.  The  new  firm  will 

assume  all  debts  and  make  all  collections  owing  to  the  firm. 

* 

*  * 

The  strike  of  the  colliers  in  Wales  has  afforded  the  opportunity  for  Amer- 
can  operators  in  the  East  to  introduce  their  product  into  foreign  markets,  and 
more  especially  so  in  South  America,  and  in  th;  East  and  West  Indies  It 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  after  the  trouble  is  settled,  it  can  be  sent  to  foreign 
ports  in  competition  with  that  mined  and  produced  in  Great  Britain. 


Mr.  F.  M.  Kirk,  of  Kirk,  Woods  &  Co.,  Clevelanli)«.^{iii^ 


Of 


A,# 


___ii6,  prophesies  the 
coal  strike  yet  seen  in  the  competitive  states.  To  meet  TVest  Virginia 
competition,  miners’  wages  in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  must  be  reduced  not  less 
than  15  per  cent,  which  will  of  course  be  resisted  by  the  men  to  the  bitter  end. 
This  will  be  brought  up  at  the  convention  to  be  held  in  Pittsburg,  January 
1899. 

* 

*  * 

The  naval  reserves  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Yosemite  have  been  mustered 
out  and  have  captured  the  city  of  Detroit— or  been  captured  by  its  hospitable 
citizens.  Among  those  who  have  returned  are  the  Jewett  boys  of  the  coal  firm 
of  Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks.  All  the  boys  are  being  lionized  by  the  Detroit 
people— as  one  agent  remarked:  “Champagne  and  sweetbreads  are  none  too 
good  for  ’em.” 

* 

*  ik 

The  Zanesville  Coal  Co.,  Zanesville,  Ohio,  was  awarded  the  15,000  ton  coal 
contract  this  week  to  supply  the  water  works  pumping  stations,  etc.,  of  the  city 
of  Columbus.  This  company  also  secured  the  contract  for  supplying  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  with  fuel.  Some  valuable  and  desirable  improve¬ 
ments  are  being  made  at  the  mines -operated  by  this  firm,  which  will  materially 
add  to  their  capacity, 

*  * 

On  another  page  will  be  seen  correspondence  from  Messrs.  MacFarland 
and  Slater,  written  while  before  the  Spanish  forces  in  Cuba.  They  will  be 
found  doubly  interesting,  as  they  tell  of  things  just  as  the  writers  saw  them, 
and  are  devoid  of  the  ordinary  newspaper  correspondent’s  coloring,  which  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  fact  that  they  are  connected  with  the  coal  business  will  ensure  the 
attention  of  the  trade  at  large. 

ik 

*  * 

At  the  great  cold  storage  plant  at  West  Superior,  Wis.,  owned  and  oper¬ 
ated  by  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  there  is  a  capacity  for  100,000  tons  of  an¬ 
thracite  and  45,000  tons  of  bituminous  coal,  all  of  which  is  handled  by  auto¬ 
matic  machinery.  The  Bogle  shovels  with  which  the  plant  is  equipped  show 
a  capacity  of  135  tons  per  hour  for  egg,  165  tons  per  hour  for  stove  and  185 
tons  per  hour  for  chestnut  coal. 

* 

*  * 

At  shaft  No.  I,  Streator,  of  the  Chicago,  Wilmington  and  Vermillion  Coal 
Company,  whose  general  offices  are  in  the  Old  Colony  building,  a  very  large 
washery  for  thei.  nut  and  slack  is  being  erected.  Major  Lemmon  of  the  C.  W. 
&  V.  says:  “The  full  capacity  of  the  washing  plant  is  about  1,000  tons  daily,  but 
that  at  present  half  of  that  amount  only  is  being  washed,”  and  he  adds  that 
“there  is  none  better  in  the  land.” 

Mr.  Michael  D.  Ratchford  has  been  strongly  recommended  to  President 
McKinley  by  several  coal  operators’  associations  in  the  West  as  a  member  of 
the  Labor  Commission  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  labor  conditions 
throughout  the  United  States.  Mr.  Ratchford  has  the  confidence  of  Western 
coal  operators,  and  his  knowledge,  good  judgment  and  strong  character  ren¬ 
der  him  eminently  fitted  for  a  position  on  the  commission. 

* 

*  :k 

The  Northwestern  Fuel  Company,  whose  general  offices  are  at  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  and  branch  office  at  Milwaukee,  in  their  last  circular  to  the  trade  say: 
“At  this  time  of  the  year  you  need  to  have  your  orders  filled  promptly  and 
regularly.  With  our  facilities  we  can  serve  you  far  better  than  others  can,  and 
call  always  fill  your  orders  same  day  we  receive  them.  It  pays  you  to  do  busi¬ 
ness  with  us.”  This  firm  has  a  storage  capacity  of  two  million  tons  of  anthra¬ 
cite  and  bituminuous  coal  at  their  fine  covered  shipping  wharves  at  Duluth 
V\  est  Superior,  Washburn,  Green  Bay  and  Milwaukee. 

The  following  shipments  of  soft  coal  were  reported  during  the  week  to 
f  oreign  ports:  British  Steamers  “Homton  ’  aud  ‘  Strathairly,”  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  Havana,  with  3,200  and  5,800  ions  respectively;  the  schooner 
Sarah  D.  Fell  for  Sagua,  Cuba,  from  Philadelphia  with  750  tons.  Other  ship¬ 
ments  from  Philadelphia  were  the  British  ships  Milverton  and  Cam  risdoon 
for  Cape  Town.  Something  never  before  heard  of  was  the  chartering  of  the 
British  steamer  Gorsedd  to  load  coal  at  Norfolk  for  Singapore,  India.  The 
coal  we  understand  is  being  shipped  by  Messrs.  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt. 
The  vessel  rate  on  this  cargo  is  20  shillings. 

* 

The  many  friends  of  Mr.  S.  M.  Dalzell,  General  Manager  of  the  Spring 
Valley  Coal  Co.,  Spring  Valley,  Ill.,  are  urging  him  to  become  a  candidate  for 
the  mayoralty  of  that  town  next  spring.  That  he  would  make  a  good  chief 
executive  of  that  or  any  other  city  is  indisputable,  and  being  untrammeled 
with  political  followers  he  would  doubtless  imbue  the  other  city  officials  with 
his  straightforward  business  methods,  such  as  characterizes  his  management 
■  f  the  Spring  Valley  Coal  Company.  This  may  be  a  little  premature,  as  Mr. 
Dal.  ell  has  not  as  yet  stated  that  he  would  be  a  candidate;  but  if  the  proper  in¬ 
fluence  is  brought  to  bear  that  town  would  be  greatly  benefited  even  by  his 
acceptance  of  the  nomination,  to  say  nothing  of  the  still  greater  benefit  to  the 
city  if  elected. 
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Mr.  J.  H.  Brown,  of  E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.,  Maniuette  hiiildiug-,  Chicago, 
went  to  Mackinac  on  August  25  for  a  two  weeks’  vacation. 

*  * 

Mr.  L.  .M.  Hammond,  225  Dearborn  street,  the  Chicago  Cannel  coal  man, 
has  been  sending  home  good  sized  baskets  of  fish  from  Lake  Mendota,  Maiii- 
son,  Wis.,  where  he  has  been  camping  with  a  party  ol Old  time  Wisconsin 
friends. 

* 

*  * 

“Darktown  Am  Out  To-night,”  is  the  name  of  the  Grand  Minstrel  and 
Vaudeville  entertainment  to  conclude  with  a  big  cakewalk  at  the  hotel  Del 
Prado,  Fifty-ninth  st.  and  Washington  ave.,  Chicago,  at  8:30  P.M.,  August  27, 
1898.  F.  N.  Pease  and  N.  E.  Sage  will  make  things  lively  with  their  bones 
and  up-to-date  jokes.  Tickets  50  cents.  For  sale  at  the  hotel  cigar  stand.  A 
most  enjoyable  evening  is  anticipated  as  the  talent  engaged  is  first-class  in 
every  particular. 

He  He 

The  Ohio  Central  Fuel  Company,  Columbus,  Ohio,  miners  and  shippers  of 
.Sunday  Creek  coal,  in  their  September  calendar  circular,  which  by  the  way  is 
a  most  handsome  combination  of  colors,  says:  "After  September  10  much  of 
the  lake  coal  will  have  been  shipped  and  our  obligations  in  that  direction 
will  not  interfere  with  prompt  shipments  of  orders  for  domestic  coal.  If  you 
have  not  time  to  send  orders  by  mail,  wire  or  telephone  at  our  expense,  and 
we  will  do  the  rest.” 

* 

*  * 

The  negroes  imported  from  the  south  by  the  coal  operitors  at  Pana,  Ill., 
to  take  the  place  of  the  strikers  at  the  Springside  mines  have  been  won  over 
by  the  Pana  men  and  many  ha ve  joined  the  union.  The  town  has  been  in  a 
fever  heat  of  excitement  since  the  first  intimation  that  colored  miners  were  to 
be  brought  in  to  supersede  the  white  miners.  A  number  of  the  colored  miners 
are  at  work  at  Springside  and  serious  trouble  is  looked  for  unless  they  can  be 
persuaded  to  quit  the  mine.  (2uite  a  number  of  the  negroes  have  left  Paiia 
for  Chicago,  .Springfield  and  St.  Louis.  The  situation  is  still  moment¬ 
ous. 

* 

*  * 

The  following  table  shows  the  production  of  anthracite  coal  by  all  com¬ 
panies  for  the  monihs  of  August,  September  and  October  for  three  years: 


1897  1896  1895 

August .  4,080,000  3,949,000  3,835,000 

September .  4,072,000  4,001,000  4,005,000 

October  .  5,120,000  5,007,000  4,136,000 


In  i8go  the  production  for  the  year  was  35,835,000  tons,  and  since  that 
time  there  has  been  no  year  which  has  shown  an  output  of  less  than  40,000,000 
tons.  It  is  the  understanding  of  the  coal  operators  that  it  is  to  be  kept  within 
40,000,000  tons  this  year. 

*  * 

The  Navy  department,  Washington,  D.  C.,  expects  to  award  contracts  for 
the  establishment  of  a  first-class  coaling  station  at  Pango  Pango  in  the  Samoan 
islands.  The  specifications  provide  for  a  pier  head  256  feet  long  and  48  feet 
wide  in  40  feet  of  water,  with  a  wharf  208  feet  long  connecting  it  with  the 
shore.  The  structure  will  be  of  solid  steel  throughout,  including  the  piles,  which 
will  be  eight  inches  in  diameter.  Ashore  there  will  be  two  coal  sheds  con¬ 
structed  wholly  of  steel  upon  heavy  concrete  floors,  150  feet  long  by  too  feet 
wide.  A  narrow  guage  railway  with  double  track  will  run  from  all  parts  of  the 
pier  to  the  upper  part  of  the  coal -sheds,  and  the  contract  calls  for  twenty-four 
two-ton  self-dumping  cars  and  the  cables  and  machinery  to  operate  them. 

* 

*  * 

Things  have  come  to  a  pretty  pass  when  operators  have  to  attend  miners' 
meetings  to  protest  against  the  officials  of  the  Miners’  Llnion  reducing  the 
miners’  wages,  yet  that  is  exactly  what  happened  at  the  Springfield,  Ill.,  Con¬ 
vention  held  last  week.  The  National  Executive  board  attended  that  conven¬ 
tion  to  endeavor  to  settle  the  differences  between  the  operators  and  miners  in 
the  Virden  district,  when  it  was  shown  that  they  had  no  status  under  the  Chi¬ 
cago  agreement  to  settle  internal  difficulties  in  this  state,  and  this  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  one  of  the  first  questions  asked  at  the  general  convention  at  Pittsburg 
next  January:  Why,  in  this  instance,  was  the  Chicago  agreement  violated? 

* 

*  * 

There  has  been  shipped  from  Norfolk,  in  British  bottoms,  seventeen  car¬ 
goes  of  Pocahontas  steam  coal,  aggregating  70,123  tons.  These  have  gone 
to  eleven  different  coaling  stations  belonging  to  England,  and  it  has  been  be¬ 
lieved  that  England  was  stocking  such  stations  in  event  of  possible  war.  It 
has  leaked  out  that  this  view  is  undoubtedly  correct,  as  the  Pocahontas  Coal 
Company,  it  is  asserted,  has  practically  admitted  that  an  unlimited  contract 
from  the  British  government  for  coaling  her  stations  all  over  the  world  has 
been  secured,  and  the  work  has  just  fairly  commenced.  The  stations  to  which 
cargoes  have  thus  far  been  sent  are  Montevideo,  in  Uruguay;  St.  Michaels,  in 
the  Azores;  Kingston,  Jamaica;  Singapore,  India;  Cape  Town,  Africa;  St. 
Vbneent  and  Porto  Praya,  Cape  de  Verdes;  St.  Lucia,  B.  W.  L;  Buenos  Ayres, 
Argentine  Republic;  St.  Paul  de  Loanda,  Africa,  and  London.  One  vessel 
alone,  the  Indra,  carried  9,150  tons  to  Singapore. 


Major-General  John  C.  Bates,  commanding  a  division  of  the  army  before 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  was  captain  of  Company  E,  nth  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  which  Mr. 
George  Merryweather,  general  Western  agent  of  Coxe  Bros,  &  Co.,  incorpor¬ 
ated,  was  First  Sergeant,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Patterson  of  the  22nd  U.  S. 
Infantry,  who  was  severely  wounded  at  E.  Caney,  Cuba,  was  a  lieutenant 
in  the  same  regiment.  Major  John  N.  Coe  of  the  21st  Infantry  just  promoted 
to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  131I1  Infantry,  was  Quarter-Master  Sergeant 
of  the  nth  U.  S.  Infantry,  and  .Major  Sc  uch  and  Capt.  John  Hall  of  the  3rd  U. 
S.  Infantry,  were  also  First  Sergeants  of  the  nth.  Mr.  Merryweather  re¬ 
marked  that  it  was  pleasant  to  note  these  promotions  of  his  old  comrades 
in  arms. 

* 

A 

On  Sunday,  Aug.  21,  Superintendent  Hitchcock  of  the  Youghiogheny  and 
Lehigh  Coal  Co’s  fueling  dock.  North  Water  street,  Chicago,  was  attacked  by 
several  drunken  coal  shovelers  who  had  gone  to  their  dinner  at  noon  and  re¬ 
turned  at  3:30  intoxicated  and  demanding  their  pay.  They  commenced  to 
make  trouble  with  the  men  put  to  work  and  scared  them  away.  The  Superin¬ 
tendent  interfered  and  told  them  they  were  discharged,  at  which  they  rushed 
at  him  with  a  coupling  pin  and  a  club.  Mr.  Hitchcock  secured  the  club  and 
although  severely  injured  he  sailed  into  them.  One  of  the  men,  Wm.  Burke, 
was  hit  on  the  head  and  the  superintendent  and  foreman  succeeded  in 
driving  them  from  the  dock.  Wm.  Burke  went  to  the  office  of  Dr.  Smedley 
who  dressed  his  wound,  after  that  he  went  home  where  he  died  that  night. 
Mr.  Hitchcock  was  arrested  and  released  on  his  own  recognizances.  At  the 
inquest  it  was  clearly  proven  that  he  acted  in  self-defense,  but  it  was  ad¬ 
journed  until  Friday  P.  M.,  Aug.  26,  when  it  is  fully  expected  that  the  super¬ 
intendent  will  be  honorably  discharged. 

* 

*  * 

The  advance  sheets  of  the  Government  Geological  Survey  report  com¬ 
piled  by  Mr.  W.  Parker  contains  an  interesting  chapter  on  the  mining  of  soft 
coal  by  machinery.  It  appears  that  in  1897  coal  mining  machines  had  been  in¬ 
troduced  into  twenty  states.  The  number  of  machines  increased  from  545  in 
in  1891  to  1988  in  1897,  and  the  quantity  of  coal  rnined  by  machines  increased 
from  6211,732  short  tons  in  1891  to  22,649,220  short  tons  in  1897.  The  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  total  product  mined  by  machines  increased  from  5.56  per  cent  in 
1891  to  16.17  P*”!"  cent  in  1897.  In  Montana  nearly  50  per  cent  of  the  coal  pro¬ 
duced  in  1897  was  obtained  by  machines,  and  in  Alaska  100  per  cent.  These 
statistics  serve  in  part  to  explain  the  decreasing  cost  of  bituminous  coal,  for 
the  reduction  in  expenditure  for  manual  labor  is  a  very  important  item.  Now 
that  coal  getting  by  machinery  has  passed  the  experimenial  stage,  and  has  in 
all  cases  proven  an  economical  success,  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  the  next  re¬ 
port  of  the  Geological  Survey  will  show  a  very  much  larger  proportion  of  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal  mined  by  machinery.  The  price  of  soft  coal  is  not  likely,  under 
these  circumstances,  to  increase  in  the  next  few  years. 


A  FABULOUS  (OAL  CONCESSION. 


One  of  the  greatest  strokes  of  business  this  generation  has  seen  has  lately 
been  made  by  Great  Britain  in  China.  Just  now,  when  the  importance  of  coal 
has  been  m.-ide  apparent  by  the  present  war,  the  transaction  seems  of  wonder¬ 
ful  m  igflitude  and  importance  The  transaction  embraces  the  securing  of 
coal  fields  that  cover  an  area  of  more  than  fourteen  miles,  and  which  are  esti¬ 
mated  to  contain  enough  coal  to  supply  the  entire  world,  at  the  present  rat.e  of 
consumption,  for  2,coo  years  or  more.  A  large  proportion  of  this  coal  is'an- 
thracite,  eipial  in  ciuality  to  the  best  found  in  Pennsylvania. 

I’hi^  seems  beyond  belief;  but  here  is  the  simple  statement:  The  British 
Government  has  secured  for  a  British  syndicate  a  long-term  concession  for 
working  the  coal  and  other  mines  of  the  Chinese  province  of  Shan-Si,  building 
railroads  there  and  in  general  developing  the  province.  One  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  syndicate  is  a  partner  of  Cecil  Rhodes,  a  man  of  considerable 
reputation  as  an  organizer  and  director  of  great  enterprises.  The  bearings  of 
this  concession  and  the  proper  working  of  the  mines  will  have  an  influence 
upon  the  future  of  China,  the  British  Empire  and  all  trade  relations  and  indus¬ 
try  in  that  half  of  the  world,  that  will  be  sinqdy  incalculable. 

The  coal  field  of  Shan-Si  are  among  the  most  important  in  the  world. 
There  is  believed  to  be,  says  the  New  York  Trittme,  at  least  six  hundred  and 
thirty  billion  tons,  or  more  than  twelve  hundred  times  as  much  as  all  the  coal 
of  all  kinds  now  mined  in  the  whole  world  in  a  year.  There  is  also  nearly  as 
much  bituminous  coal,  of  a  fine  cooking  cjuality.  Lying  close  by — in  fact, 
mingled  with  the  coal  seams— are  billions  of  tons  of  the  choicest  iron  ore, 
while  petroleum  abounds  in  many  places,  and  apart  from  its  mineral  wealth 
the  country  is  the  most  fertile,  especially  for  wheat-growing,  in  all  China. 
The  province  lies  on  the  bank  of  the  Yellow  river,  which  under  civilized  man¬ 
agement  may  readily  be  transformed  from  the  “Woe  of  China”  into  one  of  the 
most  beneficent  highways  of  trade.  And,  finally,  Chinese  "cheap  labor”  of 
the  most  efficient  Iqnd  literally  swarms  in  that  province,  Shan-si  having  been 
the  seat  of  the  ancient  rulers  of  China  and  being  now  inhabited  by  the  finest 
specimens  of  the  entire  Mongolian  race. 

Imagine  the  outgrowth  of  wealth  from  this  great  combination  fd  the 
earth’s  productions,  backed  by  the  wealth,  energy  and  skill  of  Great  Britain, 
and  esiimate  the  income  of  the  output  to  those  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  be 
tn  the  syndicatel 


The  Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  at  Winifrede,  W.  A’a.,  employing  five  hundred 
men,  started  up  last  week. 


No.  9.] 
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MORE  LETTERS  FROM  CURA. 


Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  George  Merryweather,  general  sales  agent 
of  Coxe  Bros  &  Co.,  incorporated,  The  Rookery,  Chicago,  and  several  of  the 
office  staff  we  are  enabled  to  present  our  readers  with  a  letter  from  J.  R.  Mac- 
Farland,  a  member  of  the  Fir.-t  Regiment,  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  another 
from  John  W.  Slater,  one  of  the  Chicago  Naval  Reserves,  at  present  onboard 
United  States  Ship  Wampatuck,  both  of  which  will  be  found  interesting  read¬ 
ing.  When  the  call  “To  Arms”  was  made  these  young  gentlemen  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  office  staff,  and  Mr.  Merryweather  notified  them  that  in  joining 
their  respective  commands,  their  positions  would  be  kept  open  for  them  until 
the  war  was  over. 

On  Board  U.  S.  S.  Wampatuck,  Guantanamo,  Cuba,  July  25,  1898. 

My  dear  Charles — Received  your  welcome  letter  yesterday.  Well,  we 
are  back  here  for  repairs,  after  being  on  a  trip  and  several  bombardments  for 
three  weeks.  Several  days  ago  we  went  into  the  harbor  of  Manzanillo  once 
more  with  seven  other  ships  and  did  not  do  a  thing  to  the  Dons. 

After  sinking  five  gunboats,  two  torpedo  boats  and  at  least  ten  transports 
and  steamer-,  without  losing  a  man  or  even  getting  hit,  we  then  lay  outside 
the  line  of  fire  for  two  days  and  thence  back  to  Cape  Cruz,  where  we  did  block¬ 
ing  duty  for  three  days.  It  is  very  tiresome  work  doing  blocking  duty,  but 
when  we  go  into  these  towns  and  smash  up  things  in  general  it  is  great  fun. 
Every  once  in  a  while  a  shell  would  come  singing  over  our  heads  and  every 
one  would  drop  down  as  if  shot.  This  is  a  business  none  of  us  like.  We  are 
going  to  coal  ship  tomorrow,  and  by  Friday  we  expect  to  be  at  Cienfuegos  or 
Trinidad.  We  will  bombard  that  place  and  then  leave  for  Porto  Rico.  The 


John  W.  Slater. 

First  Regiment  is  at  Baiquiri,  five  miles  north  of  Santiago.  I  would  like  to 
get  ashore  to  see  Mack,  but  don't  think  I  can.  We  have  been  into  Santiago 
and  to  the  forts,  and  will  go  in  again  before  we  leave  for  Trinidad.  I  have 
souvenirs  from  the  Colon  and  Vizcaya;  also  some  money  from  the  latter.  We 
lay  outside  the  range  of  fire  during  that  fight, but  I  saw  enough  of  it  to  remem¬ 
ber  it  all  my  life.  I  tell  you  we  had  a  glorious  time  here  the  Fourth,  but  I 
would  rather  have  been  at  home.  The  Texas  left  for  New  York  tonight,  and 
it  sent  chills  all  through  me  to  hear  the  way  th?  boys  cheered  them  as  they 
left  the  bay.  Last  night  I  went  and  got  our  small  boat  and  took  a  visit  to 
shore  to  see  the  Cubans  before  they  left  for  Havana.  Then  1  went  on  board 
the  Suwanee  and  ended  up  on  the  Alvarado,  one  of  the  Spanish  gunboats  that 
was  captured  up  at  the  city  of  Santiago.  I  remained  on  board  for  over  an 
hour.  She  is  one  of  the  finest  little  crafts  I  ever  saw,  constructed  on  the  same 
lines  as  the  Pathfinder.  We  are  having  elegant  weather,  little  or  no  rain  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  week,  but  during  the  day  it  is  a  bit  hot,  1 10  in  the  shade.  We  do 
not  mind  that.  Charley,  you  would  not  know  me,  as  my  beard  is  nearly  an 
inch  long  and  still  coming.  I  am  going  to  let  it  grow  until  I  reach  home.  All 
the  fleet,  the  Brooklyn,  New  York,  Iowa,  Indiana,  Detroit,  Wasp,  Hornet, 
Marblehead,  Montgomery,  Dixie,  Yankee,  Yankton,  Newark,  Oregon  and  half 
a  dozen  smaller  ores,  are  in  the  bay  here,  but  all  expect  to  leave  before  long 
for  Havana  and  Porto  Rico.  We  do  not  expect  the  war  to  last  much  longer, 
and  trust  1  will  be  back  at  the  office  before  September  ist.  Well,  Charles,  I 
must  go  to  bed  and  get  a  good  wash  and  a  drink  of  lemonade.  We  have  two 
barrels  of  limes  a  d  all  the  bananas  and  cocoanuts  we  can  eat.  Remember 
me  to  all  the  efface  staff  and  the  girls.  With  regards  to  all, 

I  am  yours  truly,  John  W.  Slater. 


First  Regiment  Volunteers,  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  24,  1898. 
Mr.  George  Merryweather,  Chicago,  III.,  U.  S.  A. 

Dear  Sir — In  answer  to  your  request  that  1  should  let  you  know  how  1 
fared  in  the  field  1  take  this  first  opportunity.  As  you  have  doubtless  read  the 
press  notices  in  regard  to  the  battles  and  movements  of  troops  I  will  write  very 
brieflv. 

The  heat  is  not  as  opp-essive  as  I  expected  to  find  it,  but  the  rainy  season 
has  opened,  and  when  it  rains  it  htera  Iv  pours.  The  night  we  arrived  Here  we 
were  hurried  forward  to  the  trenches  and  placed  on  the  firing  line.  The  trenches 
were  filled  with  water  two  feet  deep,  and  for  forty-eight  hours  we  stood  in  the 
rain  and  had  our  “first  baptism  of  fire”  with  shells  flying  and  plenty  of  bullets 


coming  our  way.  On  our  way  south  we  stopped  at  Lookout  Mountain,  and  the 
San  Juan  Hill  here  captured  by  the  24th  and  25th  Infantry  and  Roosevelt’s 
Rough  Riders  was  a  great  deal  harder  to  take.  Their  loss  in  taking  the  hill 
was  about  23^.  It  was  a  great  relief  to  our  men  when  the  city  surrendered  on 
the  14th.  A  fever,  our  medical  men  are  undecided  whether  it  is  yellow  or 
malarial,  is  breaking  out  among  the  men,  but  fortunately  I  have  been  exempt 
from  it.  Sickness  and  disease  abounds  here.  I  have  drank  of  the  water  very 
sparingly.  The  most  difficult  thing  to  do  is  to  keep  dry.  We  have  had  ham¬ 
mocks  issued  us  and  when  we  are  able  we  string  them  from  tree  to  tree  and 
keep  off  the  wet  ground.  Since  the  surrender  we  have  been  guarding  the  pris¬ 
oners,  but  the  authorities  have  promised  us,  that  unless  the  sick  list  grows  we 


J.  R.  MacFarland. 

shall  be  sent  back  to  the  United  States  inside  of  ten  days.  The  prevailing  im¬ 
pression,  however,  is  that  we  are  bound  for  Porto  Rico.  One  has  to  see  the 
country  in  order  to  appreciate  the  difficulties  Spain  labored  with  in  order  to 
quell  the  Cuban  insurrection.  The  country  offers  every  advantage  to  a  guer¬ 
illa  form  of  warfare,  and  it  is  a  great  surprise  that  we  were  able  to  dislodge  the 
Spaniards  entrenched  as  they  were.  Their  sharpshooters  were  placed  in  trees 
and  picked  off  the  officers.  The  stench  at  night  here  is  awful,  as  the  dead  bod¬ 
ies  were  buried  only  a  few  feet  deep  and  decompose  very  rapidly  in  this  cli¬ 
mate.  Snakes,  insects,  etc.,  abundant.  Plenty  of  wild  fruit  such  as  mangoes, 
pine  apples  and  cocoanuts. 

My  regards  to  Mr.  Merryweatlier  Jr.,  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Atwater  and  Mr. 
Comstock.  Yours  very  truly,  J.  R.  MacFarland. 


COAL  AWAITINO  CAPITAL  IX  MEXICO. 

W.  S.  Keyes,  of  California,  one  of  the  best-known  mining  engineers  on  the 
Pacific  slope,  was  in  Denver  last  week  on  his  way  to  Butte,  Mont.  In  talking 
of  the  magnificent  opportunities  in  Mexico  awaiting  the  advent  of  capital  in 
the  mining  regions  there  said:  “  The  best  thing  that  I  know  of  in  that  coun¬ 
try  of  undeveloped  riches  is  an  anthracite  coal  tract  of  3,000,000  acres,  upon 
which  I  have  obtained  a  concession  from  the  government.  In  a  depth  of  2,000 
feet  below  the  geological  horizon  there  are  not  less  than  twenty  different  veins 
of  the  very  best  anthracite  coal.  The  first  vein  is  only  seventeen  feet  below 
the  surface  and  is  six  and  one-half  feet  thick.  At  the  depth  of  117  feet  there 
is  a-iother  six  and  one-h  ilf  feet  thick.  At  340  feet  there  is  a  third  six  foot  vein 
and  at  4  )0  feet  there  is  a  twenty-two-foot  vein.  Between  these  main  veins  are 
nu  ncrous  smaller  veins,  and  away  back  in  the  mountains  there  is  an  outcrop 
of  anthracite  sixty  feet  thick. 

“  These  deposits  are  located  near  the  Yaqui  river,  about  60  miles  from  the 
c  last  and  24  miles  from  the  railroad  to  Guaymas,  the  distance  from  the  point 
where  we  reached  the  railroad  to  Guaymas  being  45  miles — a  total  distance  to 
tide  water  of  69  miles.  The  coal  is  of  the  very  best  quality.  The  upper  vein 
being  so  near  the  surface  breaks  up  when  subjected  to  heat,  but  according  to 
recent  investigations  in  the  combustion  of  coal,  when  it  is  broken  up  it  makes 
the  very  best  kind  of  fuel  for  making  steam,  while  the  rest  of  the  coal  can  be 
used  for  domestic  purposes.  The  Central  Pacific  railroad  company  worked 
240  men  in  taking  out  coal  for  the  use  of  its  road  and  offered  the  men  who  had 
the  concession  before  me  one  million  dollars  in  stocks  and  bonds  for  the  prop¬ 
erty,  but  they  refused  the  offer.  It  is  the  intention  to  construct  a  railroad  di¬ 
rect  from  the  mines  to  tide  water,  build  docks,  warehouses,  etc.,  at  a  point 
where  there  are  good  opportunities  for  shipment  and  supply  the  entire  coast 
with  coal. 

''All  of  the  coal  now  used  on  the  coast  as  far  south  as  Chile  comes  from 
Nanaimo,  B.  C.,  Washington,  a  little  from  Australia  and  a  little  from  Japan. 
If  coal  can  be  shipped  from  Australia,  a  distance  of  7,000  miles,  and  from 
England  around  Cape  Horn,  it  ought  certainly  to  find  a  market  when  the 
shipping  point  of  our  coal  is  only  1,500  miles  from  San  Francisco.  Coal  is 
king  on  the  Pacific  coast.  Anthracite  coal  sells  in  San  Francisco  at  from  $15 
to  $18  per  ton. 

The  Illinois  Coal  Mining  Company,  Bloomington,  111.,  is  experiencing  con¬ 
siderable  trouble  just  now  by  the  “squeezing”  of  their  shaft.  The  shaft  is  400 
feet  deep  and  about  80  feet  down;  the  sides  squeeze  together  as  an  effect  of 
the  immense  pressure.  The  shaft  is  seven  by  fifteen  feet  square,  and  heavy 
limbers  are  put  in  to  keep  the  pressure, regulated.  The  “squeeze”  forces  these 
timbers  into  pieces,  and  new  ones  have  to  be  put  in  at  considerable  expense. 
At  present  from  ten  to  twenty-five  feet  are  affected.  Of  course  no  work  can 
be  done  till  new  timbers  are  placed,  which  is  (piickly  done,  except  that  the 
squeeze”  is  likely  to  break  out  in  another  place. 
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OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interest 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


P.  J.  Euper  has  opened  a  branch  coal  office  at  4.17  Main  street, Watertown, 
Wis. 

Anthony  Kreztner,  Scranton,  Pa.,  has  erected  a  large  coal  shed  at  the  fo  )t 
of  Union  street. 

* 

*  * 

The  School  Hoard  of  Middletown,  O.,  awarded  the  coal  contract  for  the 
ensuing  year  to  James  Yearion. 

* 

He  He 

The  school  house  contract  was  awarded  to  Chas.  W.  Bradley,  says  our 
Rochester,  N.  H.,  correspondent. 

*  * 

Garrison  &  Fleming  have  sold  their  grain  and  coal  business,  including  the 
elevator  at  Woodland,  Ill.,  to  Mr.  Risser. 

* 

*  -if- 

The  contract  for  furnishing  the  coal  for  the  schoolhouses  of  Eastport,  Me., 
has  been  awarded  to  B.  F.  Milliken  &  Son,  at  $4.49  per  ton;  the  figures  of  the 
other  bids  were  ^4.62,  $4.65  and  §4. 70. 

♦ 

*  * 

The  firm  of  Hellen  &  Newell,  Melrose,  Mass.,  dealers  in  coal  and  wood, 
has  been  dissolved  by  mutual  consent.  Mr.  Hellen  is  to  continue  the  business 
and  all  bills  due  the  said  firm  are  to  be  paid  to  him. 

* 

*  ♦ 

Two  hundred  tons  of  coal  were  purchased  for  the  winter’s  supply  of  the 
Middlesex  county  buildings,  says  a  New  Brunswick,  N.J.,  exchange.  In  order 
to  get  the  coal  shoveled  in,  the  police  arrested  half  a  dozen  tramps  and  set 
them  at  work.  Primitive  method  for  carrying  in  coal. 

*  * 

The  prominent  young  coal  dealer,  Lewis  W.  Harris,  whose  place  of  busi¬ 
ness  is  at  No.  177  Broadway,  has  been  missing  from  Albany,  N.  Y.  for  nearly 
three  months.  His  wife,  mother  and  brother  know  absolutely  nothing  of  his 
whereabouts  nor  of  the  reason  for  his  strange  disappearance.  That  he  is  alive 
they  are  quite  certain,  but  whether  he  is  in  this  country  or  with  the  victorious 
United  States  troops  in  Santiago  de  Cuba  or  Porto  Rico,  is  a  question  over 
which  they  are  contemplating. 

* 

*  * 

The  Burch  Fuel  Company,  Ottumwa,  la.,  composed  of  Irve  Burch  and 
C.  E.  Benson,  has  dissolved  partnership,  the  change  having  taken  place  on 
August  1st.  Mr.  Benson  retains  entire  possession  of  the  business,  and  Mr. 
Burch  will  retire.  They  are  now  invoicing  and  making  the  transfer,  after 
which  Mr.  Burch  will  leave  the  city,  but  has  not  yet  decided  where  he  wdl 
locate.  His  friends  on  this  side  of  the  river  are  loath  to  see  him  depart,  but 
wish  him  success  wherever  he  may  go. 

U.* 

*  * 

Tne  coal  quesii'^n  which  has  interested  the  Board  of  Education  of  Bing¬ 
hamton,  N.  Y.,  for  the  past  two  months,  was  settled  at  the  regular  meeting  of 
the  Board  August  15th  by  a  compromise,  despite  the  objection  of  President 
Rogers.  Messrs.  C.  E.  Titchener  and  Harry  A.  Niles,  of  this  city,  were 
awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  three  hundred  tons  of  coal  from  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  mines,  in  which  they  are  interested,  and  the  remainder  of  the  coal  pur¬ 
chased  will  be  divided  between  the  regular  local  dealers. 

* 

*  He 

There  are  a  few  live  retail  coal  dealers  in  this  country  who  believe  that  it 
pays  to  advertise.  We  are  in  receipt  of  several  fair  specimens  of  the  ad. 
smith’s  art,  and  the  results  cannot  have  failed  to  have  been  satisfactory. 
Sidell,  the  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  coal  dealer,  has  just  issued  a  neat  booklet 
entitled  “How  to  Save  Money  Every  Uay  in  the  Week  and  Every  Month  m 
the  Year.”  It  is  cleverly  written  and  well  printed.  The  illustrations  are  stock 
cuts,  but  they  answer  as  well  as  though  made  especially  for  the  work.  The 
pages  are  written  with  a  view  to  interesting  the  ladies  in  particular,  and  set 
forth  the  advantages  of  using  Sidell’s  coal  for  special  purposes  for  each  day. 
Mr.  Sidell  also  runs  newspaper  advertisements  all  through  the  year,  and  has 
other  effective  methods.  Without  being  on  the  ground  to  judge,  the  casual 
observer  would  be  led  to  believe  that  Mr.  Sidell  finds  advertising  pays. 

Another  fiim  that  is  doing  some  very  effective  advertising  is  H.  Lange  & 
Co.,  Baltimore,  Md.  The  Baltimore  papers  publish  daily  lists  of  applicants 
for  marriage  licences.  Tho  H.  Lange  &  Sons  Coal  Co.  sends  each  of  the 
prospective  benedicts  an  imitation  manuscript  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  given: 
“Uear  Sir: — After  you  are  married  will  you  use  coal  or  wood?  It  so,  cannot 
we  supply  your  needs  in  that  line?  We’ve  been  in  that  business  forty  years, 
and  understand  it  thoroughly.  We  can  tell  you  what  coal  is  best  to  use  for 
any  make  of  stove,  and  our  advice  will  save  you  money.  We  would  be  pleased 
to  visit  you  to  talk  it  over  if  you  cannot  conveniently  call  at  our  office.  Orders 
delivered  anywhere  in  the  city  or  surburban  points.  Try  us.  Wishing  you  much 
happiness,  we  are  yours  truly,  H.  Lange  &  Sons  Coal  Co.”  The  same  firm 
issues  a  little  one-page  circular,  containing  fifteen  facts  about  fuel  and  heat, 
that  is  really  interesting  and  full  of  information.  The  matter  is  worthy  a 
much  better  presentation.  It  ought  to  be  incorporated,  with  the  help  of  a 
clever  printer,  into  a  pretty  booklet. 


Twenty-five  miners  have  been  put  to  work  developing  the  coal  property 
of  the  Wyoming  and  Missouri  Valley  Company  on  Hay  creek,  near  Sundance, 
Wyo.  The  work  of  grading  a  line  of  road  from  Belle  Fourche  to  these  coal 
fields  has  commenced,  and  steel  for  the  line  has  been  ordered.  It  is  expected 
the  road  will  be  completed  this  year. 
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In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manitested  mxnesevura 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  is  the 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 
interest  them. 
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At  Dunnings,  near  Sibley,  Kans.,  a  new  coal  company  has  reopened  the 
mine. 

The  miners  of  Evansville,  Ind.,  and  vicinity  are  endeavoring  to  organize 
in  order  to  better  iheir  condition. 

The  McLean  County  Coal  Company’s  mine  at  Bloomington,  Ill.,  is  now 
hoisting  about  400  tons  of  coal  daily. 

Coal  in  paying  quantities,  that  is  42  to  48  inch  veins,  is  said  to  underlie 
the  whole  town  site  of  Bay  City,  Mich. 

The  shipments  of  coal  from  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  at  present  were 
never  heavier  at  this  time  of  the  year  than  now.  They  amount  to  fully  350 
cars  per  day. 

The  Court  of  Appeals,  Kansas,  upholds  the  scrip  law,  and  coal  operators 
in  that  state  must  pay  their  miners  and  other  employes  cash.  About  8,000 
miners  are  affected  by  the  decision. 

At  Galesburg,  Ill.,  the  county  clerk,  M.  O.  Williamson,  asks  proposals 
for  furnishing  the  court  house  and  jail  with  coal  for  the  ensuing  year.  Bids 
will  be  received  until  September  12,  i8q8. 

On  the  Joseph  Egerer  farm  near  Saginaw,  Mich.,  a  seven-foot  vein  has 
been  struck,  below  which  is  a  foot  of  slate,  and  immediately  under  that  is  an 
eight-foot  vein.  The  coal  is  said  to  be  of  excellent  cjuality. 

New  coal  chutes  will  be  put  on  the  Rock  Island  yards  at  Vabey  Junction, 
near  Des  Moines,  la.,  in  the  near  future.  The  new  chutes  will  be  double  the 
capacity  of  the  old  ones  and  will  contain  twenty-five  chutes  on  a  side. 

Tuscola  county,  Mich .,  is  being  tested  again  for  coal  by  the  Monitor 
Coal  Co.,  of  Bay  Gity.  Several  important  finds  have  been  made  and  thous¬ 
ands  of  acres  leased  or  optioned  by  that  enterprising  hustling  concern. 

The  prospects  for  coal  in  the  vicinity  of  Unionville,  Mich.,  are  said  to  be 
very  pr  miising.  The  vein  is  not  far  from  the  surface  and  is  in  a  fine  locality 
for  working.  Caro  parties  are  interested,  imong  them  are  Messrs.  Montague, 
Wheat  and  Graves. 

The  coal  washer  at  the  Chesnut  mine,  near  Bozeman,  Mont.,  is  about 
completed  and  will  soon  be  in  operatio  1  This  washer  will  place  Chesnut 
coal  in  a  position  to  command  a  ready  sale  among  householders  all  over  the 
State,  as  it  will  make  the  product  of  this  famous  mine  as  clean  as  anthracite. 

The  strike  at  Lafayette  in  the  northern  coal  district  of  Colorado  has  been 
settled.  The  miners  are  to  receive  25  cents  per  ton,  weighed  upon  the  tipple 
before  being  dumped  over  the  screens.  This  scale  is  equivalent  to  40  to  45 
cents  per  ton  for  screened  coal,  and  thi‘;,  together  with  other  advantages 
which  arise  from  this  system  of  weighing  the  coal,  will  give  the  miners  nearly 
as  much  as  was  awarded  them  by  the  State  Board  of  Arbitration.  After  being 
closed  down  for  about  six  m  nths,  the  mines  will  resume  operations  at  once, 
and  Denver  will  be  once  more  supplied  with  Northern  lignite  coal. 


COAL  THE  SINEWS  OF  NAVAL  WAR. 


This  is  what  M.  Lockroy,  the  eminent  French  statesman,  has  to  say  on  a 
vital  topic  of  the  times: 

’’Superior  speed  in  warships  is  a  prime  necessitv.  You  can  comprehend, 
moreover,  the  difficulties  pertaining  to  the  hostile  fleets,  to  the  Spanish  fleet 
quite  as  much  as  to  the  .American  fleet,  in  providing  themselves  with  coal.  If 
some  one  has  said  in  a  general  way  ^hat  money  was  the  sinews  of  war,  one  may 
affirm  that  coal  is  the  sinews  of  nayal  warefare.  It  is,  therefore,  indispensable 
that  every  power  possess  on  the  route  to  its  colonies  numerous  coaling  depots, 
strongly  protected.  It  does  not  appear  that  France  has  yet  sufficiently  occu¬ 
pied  herself  with  this  important  question.  We  are  a  trifle  ill  prepared  as  re¬ 
gards  coaling  stations,  and  our  ships,  in  case  of  war,  would  risk  much,  if  they 
had  to  follow  a  long  course  in  order  to  defend  our  threatened  colonies,  by  find¬ 
ing  themselves  immovable  at  the  end  of  a  few  days’  voyage.  Let  us,  therefore, 
create  coaling  stations  and  construct  torpedoes.” 

As  to  t'  rpedoes,  the  evidence  in  their  case  is  hardly  satisfactory  yet 
touchinir  their  nature.  They  c  ertainly  were  no  great  factors  as  handled  by  the 
Spaniards,  but  the  forts,  ships  and  coaling  stations  are  all  right.  If  they  are 
good  for  France  they  are  good  for  the  United  States. 


The  tendency  in  the  management  of  railroads  is  to  use  cheaper  grades  of 
coal.  Mine  run  takes  the  place  of  lu  np,  mixed  coal  and  slack  and  slack 
and  mine  refuse  are  now  being  largely  used  on  some  Western  systems. 
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The  New  River  Smokeless  Coal  Co.  is  a  new  corporation  at  Trenton,  N. 
J.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $25,000;  Si, ooo  paid  in:  incorporators,  Edward  P. 
Meany,  Newark;  Hayward  A.  Harvey,  East  Orange;  Lawrence  S.  Mott, 
Newark. 

William  G.  Woodhams  died  August  18,  1898  at  his  residence  265  South 
Avenue,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  of  pneumonia,  aged  34  years.  He  had  been  in  the 
coal  business  in  that  city  twelve  years,  and  was  a  prominent  Republican  and 
member  of  numerous  temperance  and  secret  orders.  Mr.  Wo''dhams  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Margaret  WorMhams;  four  sons,  Bertie,  Wilbur,  Elmer, 
and  Milton  Woodhams,  and  one  daughter,  Jessie  Woodhams. 


Both  the  Centralia  and  Logan  collieries  at  Mt.  Carmel,  Pa.,  have  resumed 
operations  and  are  hoisting  anthracite  for  the  breakers. 

The  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  is  making  preparations  to  commence  sinking 
a  big  shaft  about  midway  between  Glen  Lyon  and  Nanticoke,  Pa.  The  shaft 
will  be  of  the  double  order  30x15  and  700  feet  deep,  with  four  hoisting  ways, 
each  13x13  feet.  Tracks  are  being  laid  from  the  main  line  at  Nanticoke  and 
when  finished  the  work  of  sinking  will  be  commenced.  The  coal  to  be  taken 
from  the  shaft  will  be  shipped  by  overground  railway  to  breakers  Nos.  5  &  7  in 
Nanticoke,  where  it  will  be  prepared  for  market.  The  shaft  will  tap  abigarea 
of  the  finest  quality  of  coal. 


.  c. 
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PRODUCTION  OF  COKE  IN  ISO 7. 


At  Laflin,  near  Scranton,  Pa.,  the  Gardner  Creek  Coal  Co.  has  resumed 
operations. 

Philadelphia  advices  are  that  a  heavy  export  coal  trade  is  expected  and  a 
number  of  vessels  have  already  been  chartered. 

Perth  Amboy,  N.  V.,  asks  proposals  on  i.ooo  tons  of  Lehigh  pea  coal,  de¬ 
livered  at  the  water  station  at  Runyon  during  the  year. 

Notice  of  a  reduction  of  cents  in  the  mining  scale  caused  200  men 
employed  by  the  Big  Vein  Coal  Co.,  Salineville,  Ohio,  to  strike  last  week. 

After  a  suspension  of  nearly  five  months,  work  at  the  Lance  colliery  at 
Plymouth  was  started  last  week.  All  but  the  seven-foot  vein  are  mined. 
About  550  men  and  boys  are  employed. 

Members  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Portland,  Me.,  closed  their 
offices  one  day  last  week,  and  accompanied  by  their  families  and  friends,  held 
their  fourth  annual  picnic  at  Cape  Cottage. 

At  Mt.  Carmel  two  hundred  men  have  been  put  at  work  rushing  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  new  gangways  at  the  mammoth  Centralia  mine,  as  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company  to  resume  operations  at  this  big  plant 
early  this  week.  The  breaker  just  completed  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  an¬ 
thracite  region. 

The  Stoddart  Coal  Company  Washery  at  Gilberton,  near  Mahoney  City, 
Pa  ,  which  furnished  food  for  flames  two  months  ago,  is  to  be  rebuilt  within  two 
months.  The  new  structure  will  be  somewhat  smaller,  but  will  employ  the 
same  number  of  hands  and  continue  the  same  capacity  as  before  with  ma¬ 
chinery  of  improved  pattern. 

At  Pittsburg  dullness  in  the  coal  business  has  revived  talk  among  a  num¬ 
ber  of  coal  operators  as  to  the  expediency  of  shutting  down  their  plants  yntil 
business  revives  or  until  a  lower  rate  of  mining  can  be  obtained.  Just  now 
every  mine  in  the  district  should  be  running  to  its  fullest  capacity.  Only  a 
few  are  in  operation,  and  the  majority  are  running  but  half-time. 


Mr.  E.  W.  Parker,  statistician  of  the  division  mineral  resources  of  the 
United  States  Geological  Survey,  Washington,  U.  C.,  in  his  advanced  proof 
sheets  of  his  report  on  the  manufacture  or  coke  in  1897,  says: 

“The  principal  feature,  outside  of  the  statistics  of  production  in  1897  by 
states  and  districts,  is  the  section  devoted  to  the  Development  of  By-product 
Coke  making.” 

Pennsylvania’s  product  in  1897  was  1,610,422  tons  larger  than  in  1896,  and 
437,291  tons  less  than  it  was  in  1895,  the  output  of  the  Connellsville  region  not 
h  iving  regained  all  the  tonnage  lost  through  maintaining  the  higher  prices  in 
1896.  The  product  of  the  State  was  67.5  per  cent  of  the  total  output;  in  1896, 
Pennsylvania  produced  only  62.4  per  cent,  the  lowest  percentage  ever  re¬ 
corded;  in  1895  the  State  produced  70.5  per  cent;  in  1894  65.9  per  cent.  West 
Virginia’s  product  decreased  177,089  tons  in  1897,  and  was  less  than  the  out- 
ut  of  Alabama  in  1896,  but  as  the  latter  also  fell  off  in  production  in  1897,  West 
irginia  remains  in  second  place  with  ii.i  per  cent  of  the  total,  against  14 
[ler  cent  in  1896,  9.6  per  cent  in  1895,  and  13  per  cent  in  1894.  Alabama  pro¬ 
duced  10.9  per  cent  of  the  total  m  1897,  12.5  per  cent  in  i8g6,  10,9  per  cent  in 
1895,  and  10  per  cent  in  1894.  Tennessee  succeeds  Colorado  in  fourth  place, 
Virginia  takes  fifth  place,  and  Colorado  drops  back  to  sixth  place,  after  hav¬ 
ing  held  either  fourth  or  fifth  place  since  1882.  Tennessee  produced  2.8  per 
cen'  of  the  total  product  in  1897,  Virginia  2.7  per  cent,  and  Colorado  2.6  per 
cent. 

The  number  of  coking  establishments  in  1897  was  336,  a  decrease  of  5 
from  1896,  but  the  total  number  of  ovens  increased  from  46,944  to  47,788. 
There  were  575  ovens  in  course  of  construction  at  the  close  of  1897  against 
383  at  the  close  of  1896. 


SAVE  75  per  cent. 

^t^TELEGRAPH  BILL 


S.  W.  Schrader,  operating  the  Christina  mine,  near  Coal  Valley,  in  the 
second  Monongahela  pool,  has  leased  the  Buffalo  mine,  in  the  third  pool.  The 
mine  is  owned  by  T.  Mellon  &  Sons  and  J.  B.  Corey,  Pittsburg,  and  will  be 
put  in  operation  at  once.  A  cheap  mining  rate  in  the  third  pool  is  said  to  have 
induced  Operator  Schrader  to  make  the  change.  The  Buffalo  mine  is  located 
at  Courtney. 

By  a  system  of  graduated  bins  in  the  public  schools  of  Baltimore,  Md . , 
the  city  is  reported  to  have  saved  $8,000  on  its  coal  bills  during  1897.  The 
builders  guarantee  the  measurement.  If  the  coal  contractors  refuse  to  accept 
the  bin  measurement,  the  coal  is  to  be  taken  out  and  weighed.  If  the  bin  is 
found  accurately  measured  the  coal  contractors  stand  the  expense;  if  the  bin 
is  inaccurately  measured,  the  builder  stands  the  expense. 

It  is  reported  that  James  Jones  &  Sons,  Pittsburg,  are  negotiating  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Gallatin  mine,  operated  by  the  Irwin  Basin  Gas  Coal  Co.,  in 
the  third  pool.  Since  the  death  of  David  Van  Eman,  who  formerly  managed 
the  plant,  little  work  has  been  done.  If  the  deal  is  consummated  it  will  adil 
much  to  the  output  of  ihe  Jones  firm.  The  Gallatin  mine  during  the  operation 
of  the  Irwin  Basin  Co.  last  year  produced  24,760  tons  of  coal.  The  indications 
are  that  the  deal  will  be  made. 

The  Beech  Creek  Railroad  makes  the  following  statement  of  coal 
shipped  over  the  road  for  the  week  ending  August  14.  1898,  and  for  the  year 
to  that  date; 

Week — Tons  Year — Tons 

1111898 . .  82,122  2,925,003 

Same  time  last  year .  82,512  2,348,572 


Increase .  576,43° 

Decrease . .  39° 


The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  and  coke  originat¬ 
ing  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  August  13,  1898, 
and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  as 
follows; 

1898.  1898  1887. 

Weekending  Yearto  Year  to 

Aug.  13.  Aug.  13.  Aug  14. 


Anthracite,  tons. . . .  9°.875  1,102,850  2,011,857 

Bituminous,  tons .  257,206  8,508,275  7,462,881 

Coke,  tons .  io4,334  3.687.154  2,744,144 


Total .  452,415  14,298,279  12,218,882 
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THE  CELEBRATED 


SMITHING  COAL 


DAVIS  COAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY. 

BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  TKC 

Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


High  in  Carbon. 

Low  in  Sulphur  and  Ash. 


1  For  Ore  Smelters,  Foundries 
^  and  Family  Use. 


Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont,'*W,  Va. 

SMITHING  GOAL  AND  GRU8HED  GOKE  A  SPECIALTY. 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


Several  large  fleets  of  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  have  cleared  from  Nor¬ 
folk,  Va.,  with  coal  for  Admiral  Dewey’s  squadron  at  Manila,  Philippine  Is¬ 
lands. 

Eugene  A.  Smith,  State  Geologist  of  Alabama,  reports  the  production  of 
coal  for  April  496,805  tons  and  for  May  502,492  tons;  coke  for  April  128,087 
tons.  May  97,906. 

The  Reading  R.  R.  Co.,  is  sending  fifty  of  its  coal  cars  to  the  soft  coal 
mines  in  West  Virginia  daily  to  be  loaded  with  bituminous  coal  for  points  in 
the  Reading  territory. 

In  less  than  two  years  the  receivers  of  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  have  ordered 
16,735  freight  cars,  and  within  the  last  sixty  days,  6,000  more  have  been  added, 
making  a  grand  total  of  22,735  cars,  a  good  proportion  of  which  have  been 
gondola  coal  cars  of  60,000  pounds  capacity. 

It  is  reported  that  the  coal  firm  of  the  Black-Sheridan-Wilson  Co.,  whose 
principal  office  is  in  Baltimore,  have  discontinued  their  branch  office  at 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  as  their  mine  at  Barton,  Md.,  has  been  about  worked  out, 
and  scarcely  any  of  their  coal  is  shipped  by  way  of  Piedmont. 

During  the  week  ending  August  13,  26,567  tons  of  coal,  and  4,019  tons  of 
coke  were  shipped  from  the  Elk  Garden  and  Upper  Potomac  region,  in  West 
Virginia.  The  output  of  the  region  shows  a  decrease  of  24,045  tons  of  coal 
and  an  increase  of  37,626  tons  of  coke,  as  compared  with  1897. 

The  coal  industry  of  Western  Maryland  employs  over  4,000  men,  and 
the  indications  are  that  the  output  this  year  will  greatly  exceed  that  of  former 
years.  A  number  of  the  coal  companies  are  now  experimenting  with  the 
small  veins  of  coal,  which  range  from  four  to  six  feet  in  thickness. 

The  idleness  of  the  Welsh  collieries  is  now  benefiting  the  Atlantic  coal  mar¬ 
ket  of  this  country.  1  here  has  been  a  general  strike  among  the  miners  of  Wales 
for  some  time,  causing  an  extra  demand  for  fuel  from  the  United  States.  This 
coal  is  being  shipped  in  large  quantities  from  West  Virginia  and  is  shipped 
from  Norfolk,  Newport  News  and  adjacent  ports. 

“One  of  the  greatest  known  bodies  of  cannel  coal  in  the  United  States, 
lies  undeveloped  in  Morgan  county,  Kentucky,  and  is  controlled  by  New  York 
capitalists.  It  covers  over  6,000  acres  of  land,  is  of  the  best  quality,  and 
once  put  on  the  market  will  mean  a  fortune  of  magnificent  proportions  for  the 
owners.  At  present  it  is  about  fifty  miles  from  a  railroad.” 

The  Black  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  operating  mines  in  the  Jellico  Coal  district, 
Tennessee,  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver  upon  the  application  of 
local  creditors.  The  liabilities  are  placed  at  $165,000,  of  which  amount  $45,000 
is  due  the  Coal  Creek  Mining  and  Manufacturing  Co.,  owner  of  the  coal  lands 
leased  to  the  Black  Diamond.  The  assets,  aside  from  these  lands,  are  placed 
at  $22,000. 

The  coal  shipments  from  the  George’s  Creek-Cumberland  region  by  rail 
for  the  week  ended  Saturday,  August  13,  aggregated  72,345  tons,  and  by  Chesa¬ 
peake  and  Ohio  Canal  5,233.17  tons.  The  total  shipments  for  the  year  aggre¬ 
gate  2,503,240  tons,  an  increase  of  131,455  tons  over  the  corresponding  period 
of  1897.  The  shipments  by  canal  show  a  decrease  of  21,746  tons,  as  compared 
with  last  year. 

An  occasional  correspondent  in  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  writes:  “All  the  mines 
in  the  region  are  doing  good  work,  working  every  day  in  the  week,  and  the 
weekly  outputs  on  the  general  average  for  the  last  week  went  up  to  that  of 
about  400  cars  daily.  At  this  rate  the  tonnage  of  the  region,  extending  from 
Briar  Hill  No.  i,  on  the  M.  R.,  to  Beechwood  mines,  on  the  Pittsburg  division, 
will  reach  more  than  two  million  tons  for  the  fiscal  year.” 


NEiLSON 

RED^ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

IDICKSOlSr  <&  EIDIDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Office.  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Ast. 

niTa  BO WM A  N, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

“AVOCA  ”  (Pittston  District) 

FRANKLIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 
“LOUISE  ”  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

Hosbaniion  and  Gnniberland  Vein  Bitniinons  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Title  Building.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


XhexurnEY  &  JOUES  CO., 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL  ^ 

•  •  •  ■  OF  THE  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

CONGO  COAL 

Anthracite  and  Smithing  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  No.  355  Dearborn  St. 

COLUMBUS,  O.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


rDIAUl  H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO., 

I"  K  I  I ■  N  )  Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

■  I  IM  (  Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna.  Headquarters  for 

-)  GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

I  For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells- 
fville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing:  and 
I  f  domestic  purposes.  I  3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

Ill,  \  Direct  Connections  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

I  Quotations  Freight  Rates  Pamphlets o’ivine  full  information  promptly  furnished  upon  application. 
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Harrison  Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 

Best  Combination  for  Mining:  Operations. 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years’ 
Service. 

1600 
machines 
in  use. 

i:il5 
sq.  ft.  in 
O  hours. 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 

RECORD: 

17  years’ 

continn- 

ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
double 
shift. 


GEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY, 


Chicago,  Illinois. 


The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 

ENGINEERS,  FOUNDERS,  MACHINISTS, 

CHICAGO,  U.  S.  A. 

Sole  Manufacturers  (by  permission  of  Cunninghame  &  Co.)  of  the 

Luhrig  Patent  IVIachinerv 
for  Washing 
and  Classifying  Coal. 


Tests  Made  and  Full 
Guarantees  Given  on 
The  Ash  and  Sulphur  in 
The  Washed  Coal. 


CATALOGUE 

Mailed  on  Application. 


THE  JEEFREY  CHAIN  GOAL  RUTTING  MACHINERY. 

All  Claims  Based  on  Actual  Results. 

Machinery  fully  covered  by  Guarantees 

The  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter  will  produce  from 
100  percent  to  150  per  cent  more  coal  than  the 
puncher  machines  under  the  same  conditions. 

COIYIPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  NUNES. 

Electric  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 


Klectric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  Drills. 

Electric  Shearing  IVIacliiiies. 
Air  Shearing  IVla<*hiiie>. 


Electric  Lougwall  Macliin  s. 
Air  Longwall  Machines. 
Electric  Locomotives. 

Electric  Pumps. 


Manufacturers  Dynamos  and  Motors. 

THE  JEFFREY  MFG.  CO. 


Compressed  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 

-  Golunibus,  OMo. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 

FCBUBinm  irasKi.T 

w  the  mrsBEST  op  the  ooAii  urtivtm 
91  THE  BLUCK  DIAMOND  CDMHMHI 

(IXOOKPOKATED.) 


OFFICIAL  PAPER  OF  THE  COAL  DEALERS'  ASSOCIATION  OF 

ILLINOIS  AND  WISCONSIN-Secretary, _ _ _ 

THE  MICHICAN  RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCI ATION-Secretary, 
James  T,  Eaman,  Detroit,  Mich.;  THE  WHOLESALE  AND 
RETAIL  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF  OHIO-Secretary, 
W.J. Ferguson,  Dayton,  Ohio;  and  THE  INDIANA  RETAIL  COAL 
ASSOCIATION— Secretary,  A.  C.  Hill,  K.endallville,  Ind. 


JOHN  B.  LUCAS. 

Mrs.  H.  a.  BISCHOFF, 


Editor 
Business  Manv4geb 


SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE, 

Yearly  (in  advance), . 

Single  Copies, . 


$3.00 

.10 


ADVERTISING  KATES— FURNISHED  ON  APPLICATION. 
Address  all  communications  to 


The  BiiACK  Diamond 

Temple  Court  Building . Chicago,  III. 

New  York,  29  Liberty  St.,  -  .  -  .  .  S.  O.  Graeb,  Mgr. 

ENTERED  AT  THE  CHICAGO  POST  OFFICE  AS  SECOND-CLASS  MATTER. 
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No.  10. 


We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  mine  owners,  workers, 
shippers  and  agents,  if  they  will  kindly,  from  time  to  time, 
furnish  such  intelligence  as  may  be  of  public  interest  to  the 
I  coal  trade,  when  it  comes  under  their  notice. 

if  if  inrj 


MARKET  REVIEW. 


According  to  the  Bureau  of  Coal  Statistics  compiled  in  this 
ofifice,  receipts  of  anthracite  coal  by  lake  and  rail  from  August  i 
to  August  20  are  much  in  excess  of  the  same  period  last  year, 
while  shipments  out  show  a  slight  increase. 

Receipts  of  coal,  tor  the  same  time  and  comparison,  from 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Illinois  and  Indiana  have  increased  very 
materially,  while  those  from  West  Virginia  have  decreased.  All 
the  districts  in  Illinois  show  an  increase  in  receipts  of  coal,  except 
the  Southern,  which  has  fallen  off. 

The  shipments  of  coke  during  the  first  twenty  days  of  August 
are  about  equal  to  the  excess  of  receipts  over  those  last  year. 

The  Western  anthracite  coal  market  is  again  becoming  afflicted 
with  the  evil  habit  of  cutting  prices,  and  if  the  great  coal  interests 
don’t  take  some  immediate  steps  to  stop  this  practice  and  im¬ 
prove  the  situation  there  will  be  little  hope  of  obtaining  any  bet¬ 
ter  prices  for  their  product  this  year.  Coal  is  believed  to  be  sell¬ 
ing  at  very  low  prices  to-day,  and  if  continued  during  the  month  of 
September,  enough  anthracite  will  be  placed  to  carry  the  dealers 
through  until  January  i,  1899.  And  yet  with  several  of  the  com¬ 
panies’  agents  and  many  buyers,  it  is  a  question  of  endurance;  the 
former  are  maintaining  their  prices,  doing  little  or  no  new  busi- 
nesss,  and  the  latter  are  manifesting  no  anxiety  to  place  their  or¬ 
ders  for  further  supplies  just  now.  The  low-priced  coal  sold  in 
July  is  still  very  much  in  evidence,  and  in  many  instances  it  still 
proves  a  bar  to  any  business  being  consummated  by  the  compa¬ 
nies’  regular  sales  agents.  Large  buyers  on  the  Mississippi  and 
Missouri  rivers  are  resorting  to  all  kinds  of  tricky  devices  in  their 
endeavor  to  make  or  create  a  further  break  in  the  market,  but  so 
far  have  not  been  very  successful  in  their  efforts.  Few  of  the 


agents  have  their  traveling  salesmen  on  the  road,  as  they  realize 
that  any  attempt  to  sell  anthracite  while  the  cheap  July  coal  con¬ 
fronts  them  would  be  barren  of  results.  The  situation  is  very 
uncertain  and  prices  irregular,  and  every  day  develops  the  fact 
that  there  was  more  coal  sold  in  July  than  had  been  supposed. 

Bituminous  coal  now  begins  to  show  indubitable  signs  of  re¬ 
vival,  both  for  steam  and  domestic  use.  Many  large  manufactur¬ 
ing  and  big  industrial  concerns  are  taking  more  coal,  while  the 
general  demand  from  the  country  trade  shows  unmistakable 
symptoms  of  improvement  as  compared  with  what  it  was  two 
weeks  ago.  One  eastern  railroad  is  piling  West  Virginia  coal  on 
the  western  markets,  which  is  being  sold  at  ridiculously  low 
prices,  and  a  continuation  of  this  policy  for  any  length  of  time 
will  necessitate  radical  action  on  the  part  of  western  coal-carry¬ 
ing  railroads  to  protect  nearby  fields.  Already  several  of  the 
roads  have  this  under  consideration,  and  the  reductions,  if  found 
advisable,  will  be  no  half-way  affairs  either.  There  has  been  a 
good  deal  of  see-sawing  in  the  matter  of  coal  traffic  on  several 
roads  supplying  the  western  markets,  and  the  sooner  the  traffic 
associations  apply  remedial  measures  the  better  it  will  be  for 
both  seller  and  buyer,  but  at  present  the  latter  is  recipient  of  all 
favors  and  is  practically  the  only  one  benefited  to  any  extent. 
Commercial  coal  is  in  somewhat  better  demand,  and  orders 
already  placed  clearly  indicate  an  improving  condition.  The 
outlook  generally  is  regarded  as  promising  for  a  large  and  steady 
increase  in  the  consumption  of  bituminous  coal. 

Coke,  for  all  kinds  of  metallurgical  purposes,  continues  in 
quiet  but  steady  demand,  for  what  it  loses  in  one  line  it  gains  in 
another,  and  thus  the  demand  is  maintained. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  that  a  better  feeling  ex¬ 
ists  among  the  companies  as  the  approach  of  fall  will  have  a 
stimulating  effect  on  business  and  possibly  on  prices.  Au 
contraire,  there  are  other  producers  who  believe  there  will  be  lit¬ 
tle  if  any  improvement  and  are  seeking  business  at  considerable 
reductions  from  the  circular.  Even  at  these  low  figures  all  ship¬ 
pers  claim  there  is  a  better  profit  per  ton  to  them  than  there  is  on 
anthracite  coal  sent  to  the  Western  market.  Some  improvement  in 
trade  is  noted  from  the  far  East  where  stocks  are  becoming  de¬ 
pleted.  Some  large  dealers  are  also  placing  orders,  believing  the 
close  figures  now  offered  will  be  as  low  as  any  which  may  ob¬ 
tain  this  season  and  they  are  desirous  of  stocking  to  some  extent. 
New  York  trade  is  dull  and  spiritless,  as  dealers  apparently  have 
little  fear  of  any  advance  in  the  actual  selling  prices.  The  esti¬ 
mated  amount  of  the  output  of  coal  for  August  is  3,750,000  tons, 
due  to  the  belief  that  several  concerns’  western  shipments  will 
cause  them  to  exceed  their  quota.  The  Eastern  seaboard  soft 
coal  trade  continues  exceedingly  quiet  and  prices  are  very  low. 
To  such  an  extent  has  the  hammering  down  process  in  prices 
been  carried,  that  some  of  the  better  grades  of  bituminous  have 
been  withdrawn  from  the  market,  operators  not  caring  to  sacrifice 
their  product.  The  shipments  going  forward  are  principally  to 
apply  on  old  orders.  Orders  from  territory  on  this  side  of  Cape 
Cod  are  very  light.  All-rail  business,  though  showing  a  falling  off 
in  tonnage,  is  regular.  Export  trade  is  looking  up  and  is  confined 
almost  exclusively  to  the  better  grades  of  coal.  The  prospects 
for  a  large  increase  in  shipments  of  coal  to  foreign  ports  are  re¬ 
garded  as  very  flattering. 

Philadelphia  advices  are  that  while  there  is  no  improvement 
in  the  demand  for  anthracite  coal,  prices  are  fairly  well  main¬ 
tained.  The  torrid  weather  now  experienced  is  a  bar  to  any  ex¬ 
pansion  of  business,  but  after  it  passes  a  season  of  activity  is  ex¬ 
pected.  The  soft  coal  trade  continues  quiet  except  for  export, 
which  is  quite  active.  Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  has 
greatly  improved. 

Our  Buffalo  correspondent  reports  the  shipments  of  coal  west 
ward  by  lake  for  the  week  ending  August  27  as  aggregating  58.- 
000  tons,  less  than  half  the  amount  for  the  preceding  week,  dis¬ 
tributed  as  follows:  Chicago,  29,330  tons;  Milwaukee,  5,iootons; 
Duluth,  6,300  tons;  Toledo,  4,800  tons;  Gladstone,  2,001  tons; 
Green  Bay,  2,050  tons;  Lake  Linden,  2,600  tons;  Superior,  1,000 
tons;  Houghton,  1,000  tons;  Port  Arthur,  1,092  tons,  and  smaller 
Market  Review  continued  on  page  266. 
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Broken  Egg. 

Companies  Free  Burning 

White  Ash .  $3.65  Si-go 

STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . 

Buckwheat . 

Rice . 


Stove. 

$4.15 


Nut 

S3-90 

$2.00-$2.50 
1.65-  2.00 
.  1.30-  1.45 


AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 


White  ash . $5-00 

Pink  ash .  5-50 

Red  ash . ,5-75 


The  anthracite  coal  trade  continues  about  as  reported  last  week.  Some 
of  the  interests  report  improvements  and  are  manifesting  a  sanguine  feeling 
as  regards  the  future,  believing  that  it  is  only  a  question  of  days  now  when 
business  will  be  stimulated  by  the  near  approach  of  the  fall  season,  and  bet¬ 
ter  prices  will  be  realized.  On  the  other  hand  there  are  those  concerns  who 
are  of  the  opinion  that  little  improvement  can  be  expected  in  trade  this  year, 
owing  to  the  inability  of  the  operators  to  meet  any  conditions  that  may 
arise,  and  are  seeking  orders  at  figures  considerably  below  the  schedule. 
The  following  prices  are  open  quotations  and  coal  can  be  had  at  these 
figures  from  all  interests  outside  of  the  larger  companies.  Stove,  $3  70; 
Egg,  340;  Nut  and  Broken,  3.30,  all  f.  o.  b.  New  York  Harbor  shipping  ports 
It  is  suggested  that  even  these  figures  might  be  shaded  in  the  case  of  large 
orders,  as  shippers  argue  that  these  prices  net  them  from  40  to  60  cents  a  ton 
more  than  coal  shipped  to  the  w  stern  m  .rket  at  this  lime.  I  he  improvement 
on  the  trade  noted  comes  chiefly  from  the  far  Fast,  where  dealers’  stocks  are 
b  coming  depleted,  and  are  cotnpelh  d  to  replenish  to  meet  the  wants  of  their 
trade.  Some  few  orders,  too,  have  been  booked  Irom  dealers  who  believe  that 
tne  low  figures  ot  the  seaso.i  have  been  reached  and  prefer  to  have  fair  stocks 
o  1  hand  for  fear  of  prices  advancing  at  the  first  signs  of  belter  business.  Trade 
at  this  centre  is  dull,  dealers  apparently  not  fearing  an  advance  in  prices  for 
tne  present  and  appreciate  their  situation  when  shipments  to  the  West  are  cut 
off,  when  this  market  is  made  a  dumping  ground  for  all  the  coal  and  conces¬ 
sions  are  the  usual  result.  The  output  is  keeping  pretty  well  within  die  esti¬ 
mated  figu'cs,  though  one  or  two  concerns,  whose  shipments  West  are  larger, 
will  n  >  doubt  overslip  their  quota,  bringing  the  total  tonnage  for  the  month 
probably  up  103,750,000  tons.  This  will  put  the  output,  up  to  September  1st, 
250.000  tons  behind  last  year,  and  from  present  indications  will  show  a  de¬ 
crease  for  the  whole  year.  It  is  said  that  during  the  month  of  July  the  aver¬ 
age  prices  actually  received  on  the  various  sizes  in  New  York  for  coal  free  on 
board  were  3.54  per  ton  for  egg,  3.30  for  broken,  3.77  for  stove,  3.51  for  chest¬ 
nut,  1.96  for  pea  and  1.73  for  buckwheat. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  continues  exceedingly  quiet,  there 
be  ng  practically  little  new  business  coming  forward,  and  what  does  reach  the 
hands  of  shippers  is  not  of  a  character  to  make  them  feel  happy  on  account  of 
the  low  prices  that  are  named  due  to  the  keen  competition.  In  fact  prices 
have  been  forced  down  to  a  point  where  the  better  grade  of  coal  have  practi¬ 
cally  withdrawn  from  the  market,  not  caring  to  sacrifice  the  product  against 

tne  cheaper  grades  of  coal  and  being  almost  impossible  to  get  a  differential  of 
60  to  70  cents  a  ton  which  the  market  at  the  present  time  demands.  These 
op  jrators  are  making  little  effort  to  compete  for  such  trade  that  comes  up  from 
time  CO  lime,  shipments  going  forward  are  principally  to  the  far  East  and  are 
mostly  on  old  orders,  the  trade  generally  still  feeling  the  effects  of  the  mid 
summer  dullness  and  few  transient  orders  are  being  received.  The  lower 
ocean  freights  which  have  prevailed  for  some  time  now  has  permitted  the 
shipment  of  all  delayed  orders,  so  that  business  now  is  confined  entirely  to  the 
regular  deliveries  wliich  are  not  large.  Trade  this  side  of  Cape  Cod  is  calling 
for  an  occasional  cargo,  but  the  total  tonnage  going  forward  are 
not  up  to  the  usual  amount.  All  rail  trade,  though  showing  a  decrease  in 
tonnage,  is  of  a  regular  character  and  helps  out  considerably  in  these  times. 
The  export  trade  is  attracting  a  good  deal  ot  attention  and  promises  some 
good  business  in  the  future.  This  business  so  far  has  gone  chiefly  to  the  better 
grades  of  coal,  and  these  shi[)pers  see  in  this  business  more  remuneration  than 
IS  offered  in  the  home  markets  and  is  helping  to  keep  their  mines  in  full  op¬ 
eration.  Within  the  past  week,  we  understand,  there  were  shipped  front  Nor¬ 
folk  seventeen  cargoes  of  Pocahontas  coal,  aggregating  701*23  tons.  Ihis  coal 
has  gone  to  eleven  different  coaling  stations  in  the  various  parts  of  the  world. 

Transportation  is  good  on  the  coastwise  vessel  market;  vessels  are  scarce 
and  in  demand  and  rates  firm.  We  quote  from  Philadelphia  as  follows: 
Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  55-60;  Sound  ports,  50;  Wareham,  70;  Lynn  and 
Newburyport  65-70;  Portsmouth  and  Bath,  60;  Dover,  80-85  and  towage,  Saco 
75  and  towage;  Gardiner  and  Bangor  60-65  with  towage  to  former.  The 
lurther  lower  ports  are  5  cents  above  these  rates. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  B  iltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  $1.60  to 
$1.75  f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia,  $1.25  to  Si -50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  Si. 65  to 
Si. 75  on  the  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  S2. 10 
to  $2.20  on  the  higher  grades,  and  $1.60  to  $1-75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


The  Huntingdon  and  Broad  Top  Mountain  Railroad  and  Coil  C  imp  iiiy 
makes  the  following  statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported  over  the  road 


Broad  Top,  tons . 6,851 

Cumberland,  tons . 26,676 


Total  . 33.527 

Decrease  for  week . 5>67^ 

Decrease  for  year . 


1  previously  during  the  year: 

Week, 

Total  for 

Total  for 

1898. 

year  1898. 

year  1897. 

.  ..6,851 

285,434 

291,092 

1,000,375 

1.035.057 

■33.527 

1,285,809 

1,326,149 

.  5.678 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

August  29,  1898. 

While  we  cannot  report  much  improvement  in  the  anthracite  market  at 
this  centre  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  trade  is  no  worse  than  it  is,  and 
the  companies  have  little  fear  now  of  a  break  in  prices.  The  reports  from  the 
various  consuming  territories  would  indicate  a  tendency  towards  a  gradual 
expansion  in  the  demand,  and  although  this  is  not  yet  of  a  character  to  be  felt 
in  the  wholesale  market,  it  has  rendered  the  outlook  more  hopeful  and  sellers 
generally  are  more  sanguine  over  the  situation.  The  idea  prevailing  that 
dealers  this  year  will  not  lay  in  their  usual  stocks  of  coal  until  the  exigencies  of 
their  trade  demand  it,  is  thought  will  be  carried  out  and  that  no  business  of  any 
extent  can  be  booked  for  as  long  as  this  torrid  weather  prevails.  The  far  East  is 
showing  more  improvement  than  any  of  the  other  'erritories  and  it  is  thought  that 
ihe  first  signs  of  cooler  weather  a  large  business  may  be  looked  for  from  this 
direction.  The  local  market  is  dull,  though  prices  are  steadier  than  they  were, 
owing  to  the  limited  output,  and  the  belief  that  they  can  get  more  mo  ley  later 
on.  The  tonnage  at  the  mines  are  being  kept  well  in  hand,  and  while  some 
of  the  companies’  shioments  will  be  above  their  quota,  others  are  working  on 
very  limited  time,  which  will  help  to  hold  the  tonnage  down  for  the  month 
imar  to  the  estimated  figure.  The  output  for  September  is  reported  to  be  es- 
li mated  at  3,500,000  tons,  the  same  as  for  the  present  month.  1  his  should 
help  to  sirengthen  the  market,  as  this  is  half  a  million  tons  less  than  for  Sep¬ 
tember,  1897,  and  a  small  tonnage  for  this  season  of  the  year.  The  vari,jus 
sizes  are  in  good  supply  outside  of  the  special  coal  and  egg  size  on  hard  Le¬ 
high.  Prices  are  being  shaded  by  the  individual  operat  jrs  15  to  25  cents  a 
ton,  though  the  companies  are  all  holding  firm  to  circular  prices. 

The  bituminous  market  continues  quiet;  consumers  along  the  Atlantic 
seaboard  seem  to  be  using  less  coal  than  is  usual  with  them  at  this  season  of 
the  sear,  making  even  the  regular  shipments  on  contracts  slow,  with  little  or 
no  new  business  to  speak  of.  The  low  prices  which  are  being  named  on  even 
the  smallest  orders  has  had  the  effect  of  keeping  the  better  coal  out  of  the 
market  to  some  extent.  These  coals,  however,  have  shown  some  activity  m  the 
export  trade.  Shipments  to  South  America  are  quite  active  and  all  indications 
point  to  further  increase  in  this  direction.  Trade  eastward  is  quiet  and  few 
orders  are  coming  into  the  hands  of  shippers.  All-rail  business  keeps  up  a 
fairly  regular  demand,  though  tonnages  are  somewhat  reduced. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  much  improved  from  what  it  was  a 
few  weeks  ago  and  coal  is  now  running  through  on  schedule  lime.  Stocks  of 
coal  at  and  on  the  way  to  shipping  ports  is  sufficient  to  give  prompt  loading  to 
vessels  as  they  arrive.  Car  supply  is  ample,  though  embargoes  still  exist  in 
shipments  to  points  off  the  main  line  roads.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  market 
there  is  a  scarcity  of  vessels,  while  the  rates  are  firm  and  the  demand  strong. 
tVe  quote  current  rates  of  freight  as  follows:  From  Philadelphia  to  Boston, 
Salem  and  Portland  55-60,  Sound  ports  50,  Wareham  70,  Lynn  and  Newberry- 
port  65  70  Portsmouth  and  Bath  6o,  Dover  80-85  and  towage,  Saco  75 
towage,  Bangor  and  Gardiner  60-65  with  additional  towage  to  latter  port. 


CONiNELLSVILLE,  PA. 

August  30,  1898. 


The  prediction  that  the  coke  trade  would  take  a  step  upward,  printed  in 
7'he  0>urier\&si  week,  was  verified  in  the  figures  for  the  production  last  week, 
which  were  much  of  an  improvement  over  those  for  the  week  previous.  The 
H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company  increased  the  working  time  at  most  of  its  plants 
to  five  days,  as  was  the  usual  time  before  the  extra  day  was  added  to  the  idle 
days  of  the  week  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  up  the  coke  sidings  of  uncon¬ 
signed  stocks,  and  the  increase  in  activity  is  reflected  in  a  handsome  gain  in 
production  amounting  to  1 1,000  tons. 

What  effect  the  pooling  of  the  giant  interests  of  the  steel  industry  will 
have  on  the  coke  trade,  if  any  it  will  have,  cannot  be  foreseen  at  this  time. 
There  are  many  possibilities,  but  they  are  dim  and  certainly  are  not  factors 
in  the  outlook  of  the  coke  industry. 


Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption  are  as  follows: 


To  Pittsburg . .  . . 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley 

To  Cleveland,  O . 

To  Buffalo,  N.  Y . 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 

To  Toledo,  O . 

To  Columbus.  O . 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . 

To  Louisville,  Ky . 

To  Chicago.  Ill . 


$0.55  To  St.  Louis,  Mo . $2.90 

.1.10  To  East  St.  Louis . 2.25 

.1.40  To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

..1.75  To  Joliet,  III . 2. ‘25 

..2.10  To  Peoria,  111 . ‘2.25 

..1.75  To  Baltimore . 1.95 

..2.05  To  Boston . 3  50 

..1.45  'To  Montreal,  Can . 3.9154 

..2.25  To  New  York . 2.94 

..2.75  To  Philadelphia . 2.15 

.  .2.25 


OMAHA,  NEHK. 

September,  1898. 

Torrid  weather  during  the  past  few  days  has  put  a  quietus  on  the  coal 
business.  The  young  and  tender  indications  of  an  unusual  prosperous  season 
have  been  burned  to  the  ground,  and  the  hopeful  coal  dealer  has  relapsed 
into  that  summer  time  condition,  and  spends  his  time  in  trying  to  explain  the 
reasons  why  he  did  not  expect  to  do  any  great  am'iunt  of  business  just  yet, 
but  all  the  same  he  did,  and  what  he  says  to  himself  is  not  recorded,  but  there 
are  many  kinds  of  dams,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  they  are  all  enumer¬ 
ated  in  his  efforts  to  find  the  word  that  best  expresses  his  disgust.  Never 
mind,  Mr.  Coalman,  just  wait  and  hope,  yoxxr  day  will  come,  and  your  best 
friend  old  Jack  Frost,  will  come  to  your  relief  in  a  very  short  time;  he  has 
never  yet  failed  you  entirely,  and  no  doubt  you  will  find  him  as  well  prepared 
this  year  as  ever  to  undo  the  purse  strings  of  your  customers.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  advertise.  .  ^  ,  .  •  i  ,  • 

The  anthracite  market  is  “dead  dull.’’  Coal  brought  in  July  is  now  arriv¬ 
ing  in  goodly  quantities,  but  no  additional  purchases  are  being  made.  How¬ 
ever,  prices  continue  low  and  $4.25  Chicago  remains  in  sight. 

Rituminous  coal  is  very  cjuiet,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  freight  rates 
are  very  tempting  on  many  of  the  standard  coals  used  here. 

Steam  coals  are  very  plentiful;  prices  weak;  demand  nominal. 
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I  CHICAGO  MARKET.  | 

Of  a  surety  the  devious  ways  of  the  anthracite  coal  in  the  local  market  are 
almost  past  finding  out.  Coal  today  can  be  bought  at  less  than  $4.75  for  the 
small  sizes,  and  it  does  not  require  a  great  deal  of  shopping  or  skirmishing 
around  on  the  part  of  the  buyer  to  find  the  sellers.  Some  shortage  of  chest¬ 
nut  is  still  in  evidence,  but  there  is  a  superabundance  of  stove  coal  which  can 
be  bought  on  terms  favorable  to  the  buyer  in  either  small  or  large  quantities. 
As  regards  business,  there  is  as  yet  no  revival,  and  from  present  indications 
there  will  be  none  of  any  account  for  some  weeks.  The  apathy  of  dealers  in 
Chicago  and  its  immediate  vicinity  is  such  as  to  give  rise  to  grave  suspicion 
that  they  bought  very  heavily  in  July,  and  will  not  be  in  the  market  for  more 
coal  for  weeks  to  come.  Under  these  conditions  the  wholesaler  is  doing  little 
or  no  new  business  locally.  Retail  trade  is  almost  at  a  standstill,  as  those  who 
bought  m  July  have  received  their  coal,  and  those  who  did  not  buy  are  holding 
off  and  watching  the  market  in  hopes  that  it  may  again  turn  their  way.  It  is, 
however,  understood  that  coal  can  be  bought  at  practically  the  same  figures 
as  were  current  in  July  and  the  early  days  of  August. 

Bituminous  coal,  locally,  is  in  as' bad  condition  as  regards  prices  as  an¬ 
thracite,  and  nearly  every  day  there  are  variations  in  quotations  on  the  same 
grades  and  kinds  of  coal.  This  is  undoubtedly  due  to  over-supply,  though 
freight  tariffs  may  have  something  to  do  with  the  fluctuations  in  prices.  As 
stated  last  week,  circulars  are  meaningless,  as  coal  can  be  purchased  at  a 
considerable  reduction  from  the  printed  tariff.  Of  course  there  are  ex¬ 
ceptions,  but  it  only  affects  the  high  grades  of  coal.  There  is  little  question 
that  some  of  the  larger  carrying  coal  roads  will  be  compelled  to  adapt  meas¬ 
ures  to  prevent  the  mines  on  their  lines  from  over-supplying  this  market. 
Several  roads  have  this  reduced  to  a  perfect  system  and  overstocking  is  im¬ 
possible,  so  admirably  is  it  managed.  At  this  writing  a  rate  war  between 
several  eastern  and  western  trunk  railroads  appears  to  be  almost  inevitable. 
This  is  due  to  the  insatiable  appetite  for  coal  tonnage  on  the  part  of  some 
roads  and  to  the  aggressiveness  of  sellers  of  West  Virginia  coal.  Not  a  week 
passes  that  this  coal  does  not  appear  in  some  out  of  the  way  place  where  it 
was  never  in  evidence  before,  and  of  course  the  dealer  handling  it  would  not 
do  so  unless  there  was  something  of  a  profit  in  it  for  him.  The  strike  in  the 
Pana  field  is  still  unsettled,  but  the  negroes  continue  to  work  under  guard  and 
are  apparently  satisfied  with  their  surroundings. 

CINCINNATI,  0. 

September  i,  1898. 

One  dollar  and  fifty  cents  a  ton  is  now  the  price  of  all  kinds  of  soft  coal 
at  the  various  elevators  here.  This  is  the  lowest  coal  has  sold  at  since  the 
famous  fight  that  resulted  in  the  breaking  up  of  the  Coal  Exchange  nearly 
two  years  ago.  The  recent  heavy  receipts  of  coal  by  river  started  some  of 
the  dealers  to  cutting  prices  until  now  everybody  is  down  to  $1.50,  rock 
bottom.  It  IS  said  that  a  little  coal  is  being  sold  even  lower  than  50  at  the 
elevator,  but  this  report  is  not  credited,  however.  The  nominal  price  for  lump 
coal  delivered  is  still  $2.00  a  ton.  but  as  the  peddler,  or  small  dealer,  can  buy 
his  coal  for  $1.50  at  the  elevator,  he  always  cuts  the  hauling  price  of  50  cents 
a  ton,  so  it  is  reasonable,  therefore,  to  look  for  cutting  on  the  $2.00  price  for 
pal  delivered.  Business  is  rather  quiet.  A  cut  in  price,  instead  of  stimulat¬ 
ing  business,  always  makes  it  dull,  lor  the  public  here  has  learned  pretty  well 
that  one  cut  nearly  always  follows  another  here,  and  not  a  great  deal  of  coal 
can  be  sold  until  the  price  begins  to  go  up.  Just  wnat  effect  this  recent  lower- 
ing  of  the  price  of  Pittsburg  and  Kanawha  river  coal  will  have  on  the  rail¬ 
roads  is  difficult  to  tell  just  now,  as  the  railroads  are  powerless  now  to  handle 
much  coal  on  account  of  an  unusual  scarcity  of  cars.  The  G.  A  R  reunion 
here  next  week  is  causing  the  railroads  here  to  doas  much  business  as  possible 
this  week  m  order  to  save  as  much  siding  room  as  possible  for  passenger  busi¬ 
ness  next  wpk.  Trade  m  hard  coal  is  quiet  at  $5.50  a  ton  delivered  to  any 
part  of  the  city.  ^ 


ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

Sept,  i,  i8q8. 

The  hot  weather  of  last  week  has  continued  and  serves  to  have  a  very  ma 
terial  influence  on  the  yard  business,  consumers  not  being  in  a  mood  to  pur¬ 
chase  their  winter  s  supply  as  retailers  to  stock  under  the  circumstances  The 
moveinent  of  stpm  coal  is  reported  as  of  good  dimensions,  as  factories 
throughout  the  city  are  running  in  good  shape,  but  the  supply  is  more  than 
equal  to  demand.  Coal  is  piling  up  at  a  great  rate  on  track  East  St.  Louis  and 
prices  are  badly  demoralized  under  the  pressure  to  sell.  In  fact  standard 
coal  at  least  can  be  obtained  at  as  low  prices  as  before  the’  10  cents 
advance  in  freight  .rates  went  into  effect  on  the  first  of  Aueust 
1  his  either  means  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  coal  sold  is  going  out  at  a 
loss  of  ten  cents  per  ton,  as  everyone  claimed  that  coal  was  being  sold  at  cost 
or  a  little  less  before  freights  advanced,  or  that  there  was  concession  beine 
made  somewhere.  The  shipments  of  coal  from  Illinois  mines  to  East  St 
Louis  for  August  have  not  yet  been  compiled,  but  promise  to  show  a  material 
andTflgy”'"^*^  ^^e  preceding  month  and  a  very  large  one  over  August  1896 

The  movement  of  anthracite  is  slow  and  a  great  deal  of  slashing  on  prices 
is  going  on.  ®  piii-cb 

The  St.  Louis  Bituminous  Coal  Producers’  Association  will  resume  its 
meetings  next  Sunday  and  the  Coal  Exchange  will  do  likewise  in  October. 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

September  i,  1898. 

Prices  of  coal  remain  unchanged  as  follows: 

for  anthracite  coal,  wholesale  prices  in  cars  at  Buffalo  or  Suspension 
rsndge,  2,240  pounds,  $4  for  grate;  $4.25  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut.  These 
quotations  are  50  cents  lower  than  prices  on  January  i. 

For  anthracite  coal,  2,240  pounds,  delivered  free  on  board  of  vessels  at 
DUiialo,  prices  on  May  i  were:  $4*3*^  ^or  grate;  $4-55  stove  and  chest- 

nut .  retail,  within  the  city  limits,  2,000  pounds,  delivered  May  i ,  $4.50  on  grate; 
S4.75  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  and  $4  for  pea.  Blossberg  sells  at  $4. 

1*  or  bituminous  coal,  2,000  pounds  car  lots  on  track,  Buffalo,  Allegheny 
region,  screened  lump,  $1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  $1.50;  run  of  mine,  $1.40; 
nut  and  slack  mixed,  $1.25;  slack,  $1.15.  Reynoldsville  region,  screened  lump, 
$1.60,  lump  and  nut  mixed,  $1.60;  run  of  mine,  $1.50;  nut  and  slack  mixed, 
$1.30;  slack,  $1.20.  Pittsburg  region,  screened  lump,  $1.70;  lump  and  nut 
mixed,  «i.6o:  run  of  mine,  $1.50;  nut,  $1.50;  slack,  $1.20.  Fairmont  region, 
screened  lump,  $1.70;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  S1.60;  run  of  mine.  Si. 50;  slack, 
$1.20.  Mercer  County  region,  screened  lump,  $1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed, 
$1.50*  run  of  mine,  $1.40;  slack,  $1.15.  Briar  Hill  region,  screened  lump,  $4.'^*;; 
Cannel  coal.  No.  I.  $4. 


Coke  is  quoted  at  $3- *5  Reynoldsville  and  S4.05  for  Connells ville  per 
net  ton  in  car  lots  on  tracks. 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  August  27th,  ag- 
gregated  58,600  tons,  less  than  half  the  amount  of  coal  shipped  the  preceding 
week.  The  shipments  were  distributed  as  follows:  Chicago  29,330  tons, 
Milwaukee  5.100,  Duluth  6,300  tons,  Toledo  4,800,  Gladstone  2,000  tons.  Green 
Bay  2,050,  St.Clair  428  tons.  Port  Clinton  600  tons.  Portage  1,700  tons,  Super¬ 
ior  1,000  tons.  Lake  Linden  2,600  tons,  Detroit  600  tons,  Houghton  1,000  tons. 
Port  Arthur  1,092  tons. 

The  freight  rate  to  Chicago  and  Milwaukee  has  gone  back  to  the  rate  of 
two  weeks  ago,  viz:  30c.,  and  the  rate  to  Duluth  has  dropped  to  20c.  The 
rate  to  the  other  ports  is  as  follows:  Toledo  20c.,  Gladstone  25c.,  Superior 
20c.,  Green  Bay  30c.,  St.  Clair  25c.,  Port  Clinton  35c.,  Portage  25c.,  Detroit  20c., 
Houghton  25c.,  Port  Arthur  25c.,  Lake  Linden  25c. 


PITTSBURG,  PA. 

September  i,  1898. 

There  is  very  little  to  be  said  of  the  Pittsburg  coal  trade  this  week.  It  is 
moving  along  in  about  the  same  way,  with  the  mill  and  factory  demand  fairly 
good.  No  river  coal  was  shipped  this  week.  Rail  operators  are  complaining 
of  a  scarcity  of  cars,  as  the  iron  and  steel  trade  is  making  such  a  demand  on 
the  railroads  that  the  coal  interests  must  stand  aside  for  the  present.  Prices 
show  no  change.  Rim  lump  coal  on  wharf  is  still  4c.,  run-of-mine  3'/ic.,  and 
slack  2>^c.  per  bushel.  Railroad  coal  is  32c.  per  ton  at  the  mine,  $1.07  per  ton 
f.  o.  b.  Pittsburg. 

Capt.  W.  B.  Rodgers,  of  the  Tide  Coal  Company,  has  made  a  large  coal 
purchase  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Chamouni  mines  in  the  fourth  pool.  His 
company  will  at  once  open  new  mines  on  the  property. 

Henry  Lawrence  of  the  Johnson  Coal  Mining  Company  has  returned  from 
an  extended  tour  of  the  lake  points.  Meanwhile  Mr.  Lawrence  did  not  for¬ 
get  business,  but  picked  up  an  occasional  order. 

A  number  of  mines  on  the  Wheeling  division  had  the  B.  &  O.  traffic  offi¬ 
cials  here  this  week,  adjusting  rates  among  the  various  competitors. 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

August  27,  1898. 

The  following  deliveries  of  coal  have  been  made  this  week,  viz.:  Three 
from  Washington  with  7,550  tons,  three  from  British  Columbia  8,369  tons, 
three  from  Oregon  1,150  tons,  seven  from  Australia  18,454  tons,  one  from 
Swansea  2  917  tons;  total,  38,440  tons.  So  long  as  coal  comes  to  hand  as 
freely  as  it  has  been  doing  recently,  consumers  will  have  no  cause  for  com¬ 
plaint,  as  all  unfulfilled  contracts  are  now  being  cared  for.  Some  of  our  lar¬ 
gest  consumers  have  been  very  fortunate  in  making  low  priced  purchases  sev¬ 
eral  months  ago,  which  are  now  coming  to  hand;  their  fuel  will  cost  them 
much  more  for  the  next  six  to  eight  months  at  least.  This  is  absolutely  as¬ 
sured,  as  all  the  coal  freight  from  Australia  procurable  into  the  first  three 
months  of  1899,  has  been  already  engaged  at  full  rates;  besides,  the  Colonial 
mail  just  at  hand  states  pretty  positively  there  will  be  an  advance  of  fully  one 
shilling  per  ton  on  all  Newcastle  products  after  January  next.  This  will  be 
good  news  to  our  Coast  colliery  owners,  as  they  regulate  their  scale  of  prices 
by  the  delivery  cost  of  Australian.  Coal  freights  from  English  ports  are  low 
enough  (15s  from  Swansea),  but  their  cargoes  are  unprocurable  pro  tern.,  as 
the  coal  hewers  still  hold  out  for  a  higher  scale  of  wages.  The  British  Govern¬ 
ment,  with  its  usual  foresight,  is  making  large  contracts  for  delivery  of  Amer¬ 
ican  coal  at  its  many  naval  stations.  This  should  prove  an  object  lesson  to 
coal  operatives  in  England  and  Wales. 

DULUTH  AND  SUPERIOR. 

September  i,  1898. 

All  of  the  coal  docks  are  well  filled  now  and  all  varieties  of  coal  are  here 
in  abundant  quantities.  This  is  rather  earlier  than  usual  for  this  condition  to 
be  found.  Coal,  however,  is  moving  at  a  fairly  good  rate  and  a  good  sized  hole 
will  be  made  in  the  stock,  to  be  refilled  again  before  the  season  closes. 

Hard  coal  is  still  held  at  45.25  a  ton,  but  is  not  very  strong  at  that.  Not 
much  is  being  sold  now,  however,  and  some  dealers  say  that  hard  coal  is 
pretty  well  bought  up.  Hocking  is  firm  at  $2.25  a  ton  and  shows  no  sign  of 
weakening.  Youghiogheny  is  $2.35@2.40. 

J.  W.  Sheridan,  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  was  awarded  the  contract  this  week 
for  supplying  this  city  with  coal  during  the  season.  The  figures  have  not  been 
learned  here. 


There  is  an  improvement  in  the  coke  trade  in  the  ConneKsville  district. 
The  H.  C.  Frick  Co.  increased  the  output  at  most  of  its  plants,  gaining  in 
production  11,000  tons. 
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THE  COAL  ML\IX(i  SCALE  IN  IOWA. 


A  (jueer  state  of  affairs  has  just  come  to  light  in  the  Mystic  coal  field  of 
Iowa,  which  illustrates  the  necessity  of  an  organization  on  the  part  of  the 
min  rs  as  well  as  the  operators.  There  is  little  or  no  membership  in  the 
Miners'  Union  in  Iowa.  It  transpires  that  there  are  two  operating  companies 
who  use  machines  in  their  mines,  and  who  have  been  fixing  their  own  rates, 
which  they  did  very  generously  to  themselves,  inasmuch  as  they  now  only  pay 
one-half  the  picking  mining  rate  to  the  miners  working  after  the  machine, 
while  the  machine  miners  in  other  states  have  been  paid  three-fourths  of  the 
pick  rate.  It  is  self-evident  that  where  the  companies  can  get  one-half  the 
pick  mining  for  the  use  of  their  machines,  the  higher  they  can  force  the  pick 
rate  the  bigger  advantage  they  have  over  their  competitors  who  do  not  use 
machines.  The  two  operating  companies  referred  to  posted  notices  at  their 
mines  that  they  would  pay  go  cents  for  pick  mining  and  45  cents  for  machine 
milling;  this  was  done  voluntarily,  and  was  a  big  surprise  to  the  miners,  who 
are  at  present  getting  70  cents  and  only  hoped  to  obtain  80  cents,  as  it  was  to 
the  pick  mine  operators  who  cannot  pay  more  than  80  cents  and  expect  to 
find  a  market  for  their  product.  It  is  very  evident  that  some  radical  steps 
will  have  to  be  taken  by  the  Miners’  Union  and  the  more  substantial  opera- 
t  irs  in  that  district  before  order  can  be  brought  out  of  chaos  and  the  Appa¬ 
noose  County  field  of  Iowa  be  placed  upon  a  business  basis. 

HOSTON,  MASS. 

Aut;.  31,  i8g8. 

The  <  oal  market  was  somewhat  excited  yesterday  by  the  publication  in 
new  s  bureau  sheets  that  coal  dealers  were  “slashing  prices.”  The  coal  tiade 
almost  immediately  denied  all  knowledge  of  such  action,  and  claim  that  trade 
is  really  better.  The  idea  of  any  further  “slashing”  in  prices  than  hasalready 
been  done  is  ridiculed,  since  the  the  market  has  approached  a  season  when 
liberal  buying  is  due.  Such  buying  is  already  noted,  in  fact,  in  some  parts  ot 
the  country. 

It  has  been  a  fact  for  some  time  that  the  companies  have  all  been  ex- 
1  rt  mely  anxious  to  sell  coal,  while  the  trade  has  been  extremely  dull.  But 
New  York  reports  late  yesterday  stated  that  sales  agents  of  the  leading  an¬ 
thracite  companies  there  deny  that  prices  are  lower.  At  a  meeting  of  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  presidents  in  the  morning  it  was  stated  that  trade  was  showing 
m  irked  improvement,  and  that  it  was  not  true  that  companies  were  cutting 
prices  m  the  East.  It  was  admitted  that  there  were  cutting  of  prices  in  the 
W  est. 

The  quotations  for  net  New  York  are;  Stove  $4;  egg  $3.75@3.8o;  free 
broken,  S3. 5o@3. 60;  chestnut,  $3.6o@365.  Individual  operators  sell  under  these 
prices. 

Coal  freights  are  firm  and  unchanged:  New  York,  45@5oc:  from  Phila¬ 
delphia,  6o@65c:  from  Baltimore,  70@75;  from  Newport  News.  70@75,  and 
from  Norfolk,  70@75C. 

At  retail  the  coal  market  is  still  quiet,  though  a  good  trade  is  soon  ex¬ 
pected,  since  people  are  getting  home  from  summer  vacations.  Prices  are 
unchanged. 

Bituminous  coal  is  dull,  with  the  supply  very  full,  and  producers  anxious 
to  sell.  Some  of  the  coal  roads  are  short  of  cars,  hindering  transportation, 
but  coal  sells  at  remarkably  low  prices.  As  low  as  $2  20  is  mentioned  as  paid 
for  a  cargo  of  Cumberland  coal,  alongside  in  Boston.  This  is  a  most  remark¬ 
ably  low  figure,  but  about  as  low  prices  are  being  made  for  other  ports,  and 
for  other  classes  of  bituminous  coal. 


Market  Review  continued  from  page  sGj. 
quantities  to  other  ports.  Freight  rates  to  Chicago  and  Mil¬ 
waukee  have  advanced  to  30  cents,  but  to  other  ports  remain  un¬ 
changed  with  20  cents  to  Duluth  and  Superior. 

Pittsburg  advices  are  that  rail  operators  arc  short  of  cars,  due 
to  the  activity  in  the  iron  and  steel  trade.  No  river  coal  was 
shipped  this  week.  Demand  for  steam  coal  from  the  mills  and 
factories  continues  fairly  good. 

Our  Cincinnati  correspondent  reports  the  lowest  price  for  river 
coal  for  two  years  caused  by  the  recent  heavy  receipts  and  busi¬ 
ness  quiet  as  cutting  prices  does  not  stimulate  trade.  An  unusual 
scarcity  of  cars  is  noted.  Anthracite  coal  is  quiet. 

St.  Louis  advices  are  that  on  account  of  the  superabundance 
of  soft  coal  prices  are  badly  demoralized  and  prices  are  as  low  as 
before  the  10  per  cent  advance  in  freight  rates  which  went  into 
effect  August  I .  The  movement  of  anthracite  coal  is  slow,  and 
price  cutting  is  the  rule  and  not  the  exception. 

O  naha  advices  are  that  the  hot  weather  of  the  past  week  has 
put  a  quietus  on  the  coal  trade  in  that  market  for  the  present. 
Anthracite  is  very  dull,  but  the  coal  bought  in  July  is  coming  for¬ 
ward  in  a  good  stream  and  prices  are  just  as  low  as  quoted  in  that 
month.  Soft  coal  is  also  very  quiet  despite  the  fact  that  freight 
rates  are  temptingly  low  on  many  of  the  standard  grades  sold  in 
that  market.  Steam  coal  is  abundant  and  prices  weak  —  demand 
nominal  only. 


.MOKE  OF  THE  FIRST  REIHMEXT. 

Anmng  those  of  the  First  Infantry,  Illinois  Volunteers,  who  landed  at 
Cam[)  WikolT,  Montauk  Point,  N.  Y.,  were  Capt.  Oliver  A.  Olsen,  Quarter¬ 
master,  and  Messrs.  Charles  Boedecker,  Charles  Cone,  James  Giimure  and 
Robert  Smith,  employees  of  the  Crescent  Coal  and  Mining  Co.,  the  Rookery, 
Chicago.  Will  C.  Davis,  another  employe,  is  on  the  U.  S.  battleship  Oregon. 
All  well  except  Robert  Smith,  who  was  carried  from  the  transport  Berlin  to 
the  well-appointed  camp  hospital.  The  p  'sitions  of  all  these  gentlemen  are 
kept  open  for  them  by  President  Walter  S.  Bogle  of  the  Crescent  Coal  and 
Mining  Co.,  and  a  most  heartv  welcome  will  be  acc  orded  them  after  being 
mustered  out.  We  are  indebted  to  the  Times- flerald  for  the  picture  of 
Capt.  Olsen.  One  of  the  above,  “Charlie,”  writing  to  his  sisters  just  before 
embarking  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  says:  “I  have  visited  the  Spanish  prisoners 
and  found  a  large  number  of  sick  among  them.  Under  a  large  tree  lay  a  poor 
fellow  with  yellow  fever.  He  got  on  all  fotirs  as  I  approached,  and  clutching 
the  grass  with  his  hands  he  began  to  vomit  a  black  substance.  I  made  a 
polite  sneak,  for  I  perceived  he  was  in  the  last  stages  of  yellow  Jack.  Span¬ 
ish  bullets  had  no  fear  from  me,  but  I’ll  take  my  hat  off  to  yellow  fever.  War 
is  hell,  still  I  suppose  I  would  be  one  of  the  first  to  enlist  should  another  war 
break  out.  Since  leaving  Chicago  our  regiment  has  lost  seventeen  men 
through  sickness,  one  at  Springfield,  one  at  Chickamauga,  one  at  Picnic 
Island  and  fourteen  in  Cuba.  There  are  about  three  hundred  of  our  boys 
in  various  hospitals,  but  all  are  not  serious  cases  The  1  vst  poor  uifortu  i.ite 


Captain  Oliver  A.  Olsen,  Quartermaster  1st  Regt.  Illinois  Volunteers. 

to  die  was  buried  Saturday.  We  dug  a  hole  about  three  feet  deep,  put  a 
blanket  under  him  and  one  over  him  and  placed  him  gently  in  his  grave.  We 
th'  n  secured  a  lot  of  leaves  and  branches  with  which  we  covered  him,  and 
upon  this  put  the  earth.  A  corporal’s  squad  of  nine  men  fired  three  volleys 
over  the  grave,  taps  sounded  and  all  was  over.  Of  course  a  minister  of¬ 
fered  prayers.  We  always  picked  out  a  pretty  spot  under  a  tree  for  those 
who  died.  It  is  marked  profierly,  giving  name,  date,  etc.,  of  the  deceased. 

I  must  say  with  all  my  heart  that  Qliver  Qlsen  has  been  good  to  me.  I  shall 
never  forget  him.  I  trust  by  the  time  this  reaches  you  I  shall  be  in  God’s 
country  once  more.” 

Will  C.  Davis,  a  Chicago  naval  reserve  on  board  the  Oregon,  has  sent 
a  piece  of  the  flag  of  the  Spanish  warship  Christabel  Colon  to  this  firm,  the 
Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  as  a  souvenir.  Needless  to  say  that  it  will  be 
cherished  as  such. 

The  following  telegram,  received  from  the  boys  September  2,  tells  how 
they  feel: 

Ca.mp  Wikoff,  Montauk  Point,  N.  Y. 
W.  S.  Bogle,  627  The  Rookery,  Chicago: 

“We  are  in  ‘God’s  country’  again;  all  well  and  happy.” 

Boedecker  and  Cone. 


A  dispatch  from  Vienna,  Austria, says  that  300  miners  were  drowned  by 
the  flooding  of  the  Kasimir  coal  mine  at  Nience,  near  Schnowise,  Silesia,  three 
days  ago. 

Thousands  of  striking  colliers  at  Merthyr  Tydvil,  Glamorganshire, Wales, 
have  agreed  to  accept  the  terms  offered  by  the  associated  employers,  which 
make  an  advance  of  5  per  cent  in  wages. 

The  mining  situation  in  the  Pittsburg  district  is  apparently  m  batter  than 
it  was  a  week  ago.  The  third  pool  strike  has  apparently  been  given  up  en¬ 
tirely,  and  the  officials  of  the  Unite!  Mine  Workers  are  seemingly  resting  on 
their  oars,  and  doing  nothing. 

Fred  Feissner,  the  superintendent  at  the  Eckley  Colliery,  Hazleton  Pa., 
was  instantly  killed  August  26.  A  belt  had  slipped  the  pulley  and  while  the 
superintendent’s  brother  was  preparing  to  replace  it  the  superintendent  cama 
along.  A  bolt  caught  in  his  coat  sleeve  and  he  was  carried  into  the  revolving 
machinery  and  crushed  out  of  human  shape. 

The  anthracite  asso:iation  recently  organized  to  boom  the  sale  of  hard  coal 
has  decided  upon  a  test  case  against  the  railroads.  The  executive  committee 
will  soon  file  a  petition  with  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  upon  the 
question  of  the  discrimination  in  freight  charges  on  anthracite  coal  as  com¬ 
pared  with  bituminous  coal  and  olher  freight. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Biltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Company  contemplates 
reaching  out  more  extensively  into  the  coal  fields  of  Southwestern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  that  within  the  next  ten  months  a  road  will  be  built  from  some 
point  near  Connellsville  which  will  reach  the  important  coal  deposits  between 
the  Youghiogheny  River  and  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad. 
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ON  THE  WING. 


Herbert  Broadwell  of  Broadwell  Bros.,  South  Omaha,  Neb.,  has  returned 
from  a  visit  to  his  old  home  in  New  York  state. 


* 

*  * 


Major  A.W.  Horton,  manager  of  the  Youghiogheny  and  Lehigh  Coal  Co. 
at  West  Superior,  Wis  ,  was  in  Chicago  this  week. 


* 

*  * 


Manager  J.  T.  Connery,  of  the  Youghiogheny  and  Lehigh  Coal  Co.,  Chi¬ 
cago,  was  in  Milwaukee  and  Manitowoc  this  week  on  a  business  trip. 


* 


Within  the  last  four  weeks  there  have  been  shipped  to  the  various  coaling 
and  naval  stations  of  Great  Britain  between  Jamaica  and  Hong  Kong  up¬ 
wards  of  100,000  tons  of  America!  coal  -largely  the  product  of  West  \  irginia. 


* 

*  :1s 


It  is  reported  that  Mr.  Wood  Marble,  bpringfield.  Ill.,  has  leased  the  shaft 
of  the  Virden  Coal  Company  owned  by  C.  A.  Starne  and  Charles  Hurst,  of 
Springfield,  and  will  open  it  soon,  paying  the  Springfield  scale  of  40  cents  a 
ton. 


* 

Hi  Hi 


Mr.  F.  H.  Leonard  h.as  returned  from  Montreal  where  he  has  been  looking 
after  the  interests  of  the  International  Coal  Mining  Company.  Mr.  Leonard 
closed  the  contract  ^ith  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  for  their  supply  at  Port¬ 
land. 


•Jr 

*  * 


A  tract  of  about  35,000  acres  of  land  in  Allegheny  and  Cumberland 
counties,  Pa.,  one  of  the  richest  pieces  of  coal  land  in  the  Pittsburg  district,  has 
been  sold  to  an  Kastern  syndicate.  The  total  value  of  the  land  is  about 
$1,200,000. 


* 

*  * 


Sim  Christie  of  Christie  Bros.,  South  Omaha,  Neb.,  spent  his  summer  va¬ 
cation  on  the  great  lakes,  and  has  just  returned  highly  pleased  with  his  trip  and 
fully  satisfied  that  there  is  nothing  so  good  for  a  coal  man  as  a  ride  on  a  real 
Steamboat. 


* 

Hi  * 


Mr.  W.  S.  Wait,  of  W.  S.  Wait  &  Co.,  70  Kilby  street,  Boston,  Mass., 
miners  and  shippers  of  coal,  was  in  Chicago  last  week  visiting  around  the  Chb 
cago  coal  trade.  Mr.  Wait  is  a  fine  specimen  of  the  up-to-date  Eastern  busi- 
ness  man. 


* 

*  * 


The  Crescent  Coal  and  Mining  Co.,  The  Rookery,  Chicago,  send  out  a  cal¬ 
endar  circular  which  is  bristling  with  points  for  the  recipient’s  wife,  daughter 
or  best  girl.  The  calendar  runs  from  July  i,  i8g8,  to  June  30, 1899,  and  dealers 
should  not  fail  to  write  for  one. 


* 

*  * 


Coal  trade  papers  in  England  are  very  much  disturbed  over  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  American  coal  into  that  country.  The  colliers  of  Great  Britain  feel 
that  this  is  an  invasion  of  their  rights.  The  chances  are  favorable  for  a  fur¬ 
ther  increase  in  the  exports  of  coal  from  the  United  States. 


*  * 


It  is  reported  that  the  battleship  Oregon,  as  she  lay  in  the  Brook  lyn  Navy 
Yard  last  week,  was  threatened  with  a  very  serious  fire  which  broke  out  in  her 
coal  bunkers.  Fortunately,  however,  the  fire  was  noticed  in  time  and  soon 
subdued.  The  cause  of  the  fire  we  understand  was  caused  by  spontaneous 
combustion. 


Hi 

Hi  * 


Mining  by  machinery  has  long  since  passed  the  experimental  stage,  and 
viewed  in  the  light  of  the  facts  that  it  not  only  cheapens  the  process  of  pro¬ 
ducing  coal,  but  it  also  obviates  the  losses  incidental  to  strikes.  In  the  light 
of  these  facts  it  is  certain  that  before  long  machine  mined  coal  will  be  the 
rule  rather  than  the  exception. 


H 

H  ^ 


The  Toledo  Co-Operative  Association  has  been  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  primarily  coal  at  wholesale,  to  be  furnished  to  its  members  at 
cost,  and  from  coal  the  directors  intend  to  spread  to  something  else.  The 
Toledo  Coal  Exchange  should  look  into  this  matter  and  ascertain  if  the  organ¬ 
ization  has  any  status  as  a  dealer  in  coal. 


* 

H  H 


The  board  of  directors  of  the  Franklin  County  Infirmary,  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  have  awarded  their  contract  for  coal  for  the  ensuing  year,  about  1,500 
tons,  to  Osborn,  Williams  &  Horn  of  that  city,  who  will  furnish  the  celebrated 
Congo  coal  from  the  mines  of  the  Turney  &  Jones  Co.  Thacker  coal  and 
several  other  grades  of  Hocking  coal  were  competitors  for  the  business. 


H 

H  H 


Having  reference  to  the  suggestion  of  Judge  R.  Cone  of  Wilkesbarre, 
that  the  people  of  the  anthracite  coal  region  refuse  to  ride  on  any  railroad 
train  using  bituminous  coal  on  its  engines,  or  to  permit  their  goods  to  be  car¬ 
ried  on  such  train,  this  is  boycotting,  and,  to  say  the  least,  is  not  commenda¬ 
ble.  Legislation  and  the  persuasive  power  of  the  press,  together  with  public 
opinion,  wdl  have  a  more  desirable  and  better  effect.  The  New  York  Tribun  • 
gg^yg.  *‘lt  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  no  railroad  which  uses  soft  coal  for  pass 
enger  trains  without  insuring  perfect  combustion  can  be  ranked  as  a  first-class 
road  in  all  respects.”  It  might  have  added  the  qualification— in  the  East. 


Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  West  Chicago  Park  Commis¬ 
sioners,  at  office  in  Union  Park,  until  4  P.  M.  Tuesday,  September  13,  1898,  to 
furnish  and  deliver  at  the  various  buildings  in  the  West  Chicago  Park  system 
large  egg,  small  egg,  range,  chestnut  and  lump  steam  coal,  in  such  quantities 
as  may  from  time  to  time  be  ordered,  from  October  i,  1898,  to  October  i, 
1899. 

W.  E.  Crosby  of  the  firm  of  Crosby  &  Rich,  South  Omaha,  Neb.,  has  just 
returned  from  the  Klondike  where  he  has  been  enjoying  the  cool  breezes  of 
the  arctic  for  the  past  five  months.  He  did  not  visit  Dawson  City,  but  did  suc¬ 
ceed  in  locating  some  good  claims  which  he  proposes  to  develop  in 
the  near  future.  His  main  object  was  health  and  in  this  line  his  trip  was  a 
success. 

H 

H  H 

The  Saginaw  Courier-Herald  states  that  W.  T.  Chappell  has  sold  his  in¬ 
terest  in  the  Saginaw  Coal  Company  and  the  Pere  Marquette  Coal  Company^ 
to  the  other  stockholders.  The  amount  involved  in  the  transfer  is  said  to  be 
about  $200,000.  It  is  also  reported  that  Mr.  Chappell  will  not  retire  from  the 
coal  business,  as  he  is  largely  interested  in  developing  coal  lands  around  Al¬ 
pena,  Mich. 

H 

H  H 

Mr.  J.  H.  Garaghty,  general  manager  of  the  Westville  Coal  Co.,  Westville 
Ill.,  expects  to  start  up  on  Wednesday,  September  7.  New  machinery,  repairs, 
etc.,  have  been  installed  after  the  fire  of  a  month  ago,  and  considering  that  the 
entire  power  plant  was  destroyed,  this  is  a  most  excellent  record,  and  Mr. 
Garaghty  must  be  congratulated  at  the  extraordinary  efforts  put  forth  to  accom¬ 
plish  such  results. 

* 

H  H 

The  large  amount  of  coal  recently  shipped  from  Philadelphia  and  other 
Atlantic  ports  gives  evidence  of  the  beginning  of  an  extensive  foreign  export 
trade.  The  bulk  of  the  shipments,  so  tar,  have  been  to  British  coal  stations, 
Cuban  ports  and  South  America,  but  there  is  an  increasing  demand  from  all 
parts  of  the  world  where,  heretofore,  it  has  been  impossible  for  American  coal 
to  compete  with  the  English  article. 

* 

H  H 

Mr.  J.  W.  Lowe,  175  Dearborn  street,  Cnicago,  sales  agent,  Boyd,  Sti  k- 
ing  &  Co.’s  celebrated  “Old  Lee”  all-rail  anthracite  coal,  has  just  returned 
from  a  trip  to  Boston  and  New  York.  He  says  that  business  is  quiet  in  anthra¬ 
cite  in  the  East,  but  prices  are  better  maintained  than  they  are  in  the  West. 
Mr.  Love  sawthe  naval  parade,  and  s  lys:  “It  was  a  grand  sight,  enough  to 
make  any  citizen  proud  of  his  country.” 

H 

H  * 

The  Philadelphia  Commercirl  Museum  has  issued  a  44-page  pamphl e  t 
“American  Trade  With  India.”  From  its  pages  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ex¬ 
ports  from  the  United  States  is  the  smallest  of  eight  named  foreign  countries. 
The  room  for  expansion  is  large  and  includes  a  large  variety  of  goods.  The 
pamphlet  contains  a  vast  im  lu  it  of  valuable  information  to  manufacturers, 
and  should  be  in  the  hands  of  all  who  wish  to  extend  their  business. 

* 

He  He 

The  September  month’s  circular  and  calendar  of  F.  B.  Newell  &  Co.,  355 
Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  has  a  fine  half-tone  picture,  “The  Man  of  the  Hour 
—Admiral  Dewey,  and  flag  ship  Olympia.”  The  price  list  shows  a  fine  line 
of  coal  and  coke  and  he  says;  “Our  facilities  for  immediate  shipments  of  high- 
grade  bituminous  coals  are  unsurpasse  I.”  In  regard  to  anthracite  he  says, 
“It  will  be  to  your  interest  to  get  our  delivered  prices  before  placing  your 
order.” 

H 

H  H 

Mr.  H.  N.  Taylor,  general  manager  of  the  General  Wilmington  Coal  Co., 
in  his  circulai  dated  September  i,siys:  “We  will  meet  the  market  on  anth¬ 
racite  Coal,  get  our  price.”  At  Mason  City,  Iowa,  this  company  has  an  office 
for  the  reconsigning  of  coal  from  stock,  to  insure  prompt  service  to  their  cus¬ 
tomers,  and  have  on  hand  Wilmington,  Mystic,  Hocking  and  anthracite  coal. 
As  this  company  are  producers,  they  can  give  producer's  guarantee  of  satis¬ 
faction. 

*** 

“Seek  the  Light”  is  the  name  of  a  neatly  devised  circular  card  issued  by 
Mr.  J.  W.  Lowe,  miner  of  “Tom  Corwin”  Wellston  Coal,  175  Dearborn 
street,  Chicago.  On  the  card  is  printed  a  capital  representation  of  a  bushel 
basket  set  over  a  light,  the  rays  from  which  appeir  radiating  from  under  and 
around  it.  Attached  to  the  lower  edge  of  basket  is  a  string,  and  on  raising 
it  appears  this  distieh:  “Some  men  hide  their  light  under  a  bushel,  not 
through  modesty,  but  through  fear  it  wdl  blow  out.”  together  with  a  few  lines 
eulogistic  of  “Tom  Corwin”  coal.  A  unique  advertising  idea  well  carried  into 
effect. 
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The  H.  Uhrig  Coal  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wus.,  was  awarded  the  contract  this 
week  for  6,000  tons  of  Youghiogheny  screenings  for  the  city  waterworks. 

* 

*  >le 

T.  L.  Crowly,  Auditor  of  Johnson  County,  Iowa,  asks  for  proposals  for 
coal.  Bids  received  at  auditor's  office,  Oxford,  until  noon,  September  9,  1898. 

* 

*  * 

The  Board  of  Education,  New  Rochelle,  N,  ^\,asks  for  proposals  for  coal. 
Bids  will  be  received  by  Secretary  .Marv  S.  Kerens  until  Tuesday,  September 
13,  1898.  ^ 

I”  rank  L.  Slocum,  President  of  the  Gas  Engineering  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
has  been  experimenting  for  some  weeks  in  a  quiet  nook  in  Baldwin  township, 
and  has  at  last  discovered  what  he  believes  will  be  a  successful  gas  to  re(dace 
the  natural  gas  which  is  so  rapidly  becoming  e.vhausted.  A  company  with  a 

capital  of  several  million  dollars  is  expected  to  be  organized  in  a  few  days. 

♦ 

*  * 

Mr.  Weir,  of  the  Falling  Rock  Cannel  Coal  Company,  of  New  York,  who 
has  been  looking  over  the  trade  in  the  West  for  the  past  two  months,  has  re¬ 
turned  to  headijuarters  well  satisfied  with  the  favor  their  cannel  coal  is  meet¬ 
ing  with  in  that  field.  In  conversation  with  the  writer  Mr.  Weir  expressed 
the  opinion  that  he  believed  a  large  market  could  be  made  for  their  cannel  on 
account  of  its  superior  qualities  as  a  grate  coal  and  the  favor  it  has  already 
met  with  in  the  East. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  Andrew  Roy,  of  Glen  Roy,  Ohio,  while  on  a  trip  to  Kentucky  met  an 
old  miner  friend.  Thomas  C.  Blair,  of  Virginia,  who  used  to  dig  coal  in  the 
Pocahontas  mines.  Mr.  Blair  is  now  located  in  Henderson,  Ky.,  and  is  owner 
and  operator  of  the  Pittsburg  mine  located  at  Baskett,  the  largest  mine  in 
Henderson  county.  Mr.  Blair  has  a  very  valuable  mine,  owning  500  acres  of 
coal  land  in  fee  simple,  the  vein  being  43^  feet  thick  and  the  quality  of  mineral 
unsurpassed  in  that  coal  field. 

Hi  -X- 

The  amateur  vaudeville  entertainment  and  minstrel  show  concluded  with 
a  "cake  walk”  at  the  hotel  Del  Prado,  59th  street  and  Washington  avenue, 
August  27,  was  a  grand  success  both  financially  and  as  regards  the  character 
of  the  performance.  The  minstrels  were  good— quips  and  jokes  being  up-to- 
date,  the  ballads  excellent  and  the  cake  walk  immense.  An  appreciative  and 
select  audience  of  over  700,  among  them  some  coal  men,  testified  to  the  merits 
of  the  show,  which  may  be  repeated  at  an  early  day. 

*  * 

* 

Mr.  Thos.  N.  Mordue,  the  genial  sales  agent  of  Messrs  Castner,  Curran  & 
Bullitt,  spent  two  days  in  Omaha  last  week  in  the  interests  of  the  great  and  only 
“Pocahontas”  coal,  and  no  doubt  will  have  reason  to  remember  his  visit  in  the 
ever  increasing  demand  for  this  most  excellent  coal.  Like  all  wide-awake  coal 
men  who  come  to  Omaha  he  visited  the  Exposition,  and  there  is  where  he  dis¬ 
covered  a  surprise;  said  he  didn’t  think  Omaha  could  put  up  so  fine  a  show, 
but  she  has.  Sorry  he  did  not  see  the  Midway;  it  is  great. 

Hi 

*  Hi 

It  has  been  decided  to  hold  a  peace  jubilee  in  Chicago  on  October  18  and 
19,  the  plans  for  which  are  now  under  consideration  and  are  of  sufficiently 
broad  scope  to  satisfy  even  what  is  to  be  expected  of  the  World’s  Fair  City. 
New  York  had  the  distinguished  honor  to  befittingly  receive  and  welcome  the 
victorious  navy  on  its  return,  and  as  usual  the  Eastern  metropolis  acquitted 
herself  with  credit,  while  to  Chicago,  as  being  more  centrally  located,  is  as¬ 
signed  the  celebration  of  the  National  Peace  Jubilee.  President  McKinley, 
accompanied  by  members  of  his  cabinet.  Generals  Jos.  Wheeler,  Fitzhugh  Lee, 
Colonel  Theo.  Roosevelt  and  other  notables  are  expected  to  grace  the  occasion 
with  their  presence. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  A.  T.  B  rewer,  editor  of  the  International  magazine,  Chicago,  has 
made  a  multitude  of  friends  by  his  strong  advocacy  of  the  study  of  the  Spanish 
language  by  the  rising  generation,  as  there  is  certain  to  be  a  demand  in  the 
very  near  future  for  both  men  and  women  who  are  conversant  with  this  easily 
acquired  tongue,  and  with  the  new  plan  proposed  by  him— the  use  of  the 
graphophone— every  teacher  will  be  competent  to  teach  the  language  used  by 
the  people  of  the  new  possessions  recently  acquired  from  Spain.  With  the 
September  number  the  price  has  been  reduced  to  $1  a  year,  or  10  cents  a 
copy.  The  course  of  lessons  in  Spanish  now  running  in  the  Internatiotial 
was  commenced  in  the  July  number,  and  is  admirably  adapted  for  students. 

The  144-page  issue  of  the  Timt)erman,  August  20,  1898,  was  issued  to  com¬ 
memorate  its  twelfth  anniversary  simultaneously  with  the  practical  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  Spanish-American  war,  and  incidentally  to  signalize  the  renewal 
of  the  conditions  indicating  continued  prosperity  in  every  branch  of  business. 
Mr.  J.  E.  Defebaugh,  the  editor  and  proprietor,  is  to  be  congratulated  on  his 
enterprise  and  the  grand  showing  of  106  pages  of  advertising,  many  of  which 
are  of  unique  and  beaut  itul  design.  Producers  of  lumber  and  dealers  therein 
throughout  the  United  State-i  have  shown  their  appreciation  of  a  journal 
which  is  devoted  to  promoting  to  the  full  measure  the  best  interests  of  the 
trade.  The  Ti7nbetnian  is,  as  it  deserves  to  be,  popular  with  the  lumber  in¬ 
terests  and  its  continued  success  is  assured. 


Andrew  Roy,  of  Glen  Roy,  Ohio,  the  well  known  mining  expert  who  has 
been  making  a  tour  of  part  of  the  coal  regions  of  Illinois,  Indiana  and  Ken¬ 
tucky  during  the  past  few  weeks,  writes  us  that  in  the  Danville,  Ill.,  district 
the  mining  operations  are  on  an  extensive  scale.  Coal  cutt  ng  machinery  is 
generally  employed  in  mining;  the  hoisting  engines  are  on  the  pivot  motion 
and  self-dumping  cages  are  used.  The  vein  is  7  to  8  feet  thick,  and  the  daily 
output  of  some  of  the  large  collieries  considerably  exceed  2,000  tons.  The  coal 
is  weighed  before  being  screened  and  is  sorted  out  into  grades  to  meet  the 
market.  One  of  the  superientendents.  Mr.  Halbert  of  the  Westville  Coal 
Company,  has  patented  a  machine  lor  shearing  the  coal.  So  successful  has 
been  coal  cutting  machinery  in  mines  in  the  last  decade,  that  Mr.  Roy  asserts 
that  pick  mining  is  doomed  and  will  soon  disappear  in  every  coal  field  in  the 
United  States.  In  the  Western  Kentucky  district  Mr.  Roy  visited  the  works  of 
iheSi.  Bernard  Coal  Company  at  Earlington  in  Hopkins  county.  The  manager 
of  these  mines,  John  B.  Atkinson,  is  one  of  the  few  men  superintending  a  large 
mining  plant  who  has  never  had  a  strike.  Mr.  Atkinson  possesses  a  genius  for 
management  of  miners  which  after  all  consists  in  fair  and  honorable  dealing. 
There  are  two  reading  rooms  and  libraries  at  the  mines— one  for  the  white, 
the  other  for  the  colored  workmen,  and  there  are  no  saloons  in  the  town.  An 
aged  employe  of  the  company  is  in  charge  of  the  reading  rooms,  who  is  paid 
a  monthly  salary  by  the  company,  the  employes  not  being  required  to  con¬ 
tribute  one  cent  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  them.  Mr.  Roy,  who  has 
always  been  an  earnest  advocate  of  temperance  and  who  has,  with  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  others,  long  banished  the  saloons  from  Glen  Roy,  Ohio,  thinks  Mr. 
Atkinson  the  foremost  mine  manager  in  the  United  .States.  The  St.  Bernard 
mines  are  larger  than  any  other  in  Kentucky,  the  output  considerably  exceed¬ 
ing  half  a  million  tons  annually.  Two  veins  of  coal  are  mined.  Nos.  9  and  ii 
of  the^Kentucky  series  of  the  Western  coal  field,  part  of  the  product  of  the 
mines  being  converted  into  coke  of  which  28,000  tons  were  made  in  1897. 


THE  HREAT  HERMAN  COAL  TRUST. 


Largely  because  our  free  trade  friends  have  for  years  been  asserting  that 
the  business  trust  is  the  legitimate  child  of  the  protective  tariff,  the  impression 
has  obtained  that  this  hated  monster  is  peculiar  to  this  country,  or  at  least 
that  it  is  only  in  the  United  States  that  it  grows  to  its  greatest  proportions  and 
controls  production  ana  trade  by  crushing  out  small  enterprises.  But  whenever 
the  matter  is  investigated  in  the  Old  World  the  fact  is  revealed  that  such 
combinations  of  capital  and  brains,  foimed  to  regulate  production  and  control 
prices  in  the  interest  of  the  members,  are  far  more  general  and  successful 
there  than  they  are  here.  Outside  of  the  Standard  Oil  and  Sugar  trusts  we 
have  none  worthy  of  the  name.  Abroad  in  Europe  there  is  a  different  story. 
In  England  and  France  they  are  to  be  found  in  nearly  ever  line  of  business, 
and  in  Germany  the  combinations  are  more  gigantic  and  all-powerlul  than 
anywhere  else,  and  especially  so  in  coal  and  iron.  A  single  syndicate  in  which 
120  concerns  are  united,  controls  90  per  cent  of  all  the  coal  mines  in  western 
Germany  exclusive  of  those  owned  by  the  government.  The  shares  represent 
the  interest  each  firm  has  in  the  aggregation,  but  the  owners  can  only  sell  by 
consent  of  the  other  stockholders.  The  business  is  managed  by  a  board  of 
seven  directors,  who  work  as  an  executive  board,  with  several  hundred  clerks, 
and  it  fixes  the  amount  of  production,  w  .ges,  manner  of  sale,  price,  and  even 
assesses  a  penalty  upon  every  custoraer  who  buys  a  ton  of  any  independent 
company.  Some  of  its  furtherworkfngs  aie  thus  described. 

According  to  the  terms  of  the  con  ract  by  which  thi  several  members  are 
bound  to  the  association,  they  resign  th  ir  rights  of  the  production  and  the 
sale  of  their  products  almost  entirely  to  the  organization.  A  board  consisting 
of  one  of  the  directors,  two  technical  experts  and  one  merchant  fixes  the 
amount  of  coal  which  every  mine  is  a  lowed  to  produce;  this  allowance  is 
based  on  the  technical  ability  of  the  mine  as  shown  by  the  output  of  previous 
years.  If  a  representative  of  a  mine  is  not  satisfied  with  the  decision  of  the 
board  he  may  appeal  to  the  assembly  and  ask  for  a  re-examination  of  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  or  conditions  which  gmded  the  board  in  fixing  the  rate  of  produc¬ 
tion  allotted.  If  he  wants  to  have  his  amount  of  production  raised— for  in¬ 
stance,  when  a  low  shaft  has  been  sunk— he  must  make  application  to  the 
board  and  to  the  general  assembly  at  least  six  months  before  the  increase  ap¬ 
plied  for  is  to  go  into  effect .  The  bodies  referred  to  will  consider  all  circum¬ 
stances  carefully  before  they  grant  the  request  of  the  applicant.  It  has  oc¬ 
curred  not  infrequently  that  representatives  of  mines  have  applied  for  and  ob¬ 
tained  increased  allotments,  but  were  afterward  unable  to  fill  the  orders  of 
the  central  office  within  the  stipulated  time,  in  this  way  embarrassing  the 
managers.  Lately  this  abuse  has  been  minimized  by  the  establishment  of  a 
fine  of  two  marks  for  each  missing  ton,  which  fine  is  collected  from  the  de¬ 
faulting  member  at  the  end  of  every  month. 

Every  member  is  bound  to  execute  all  orders  'for  coal  received  from  the 
central  office  at  Essen  within  the  amount  of  production  allotted  to  them;  in 
fact  they  sell  their  whole  output  to  the  syndicate  with  the  exception  of  the 
quantities  u-ed  by  them  in  their  own  factories  and  furnaces.  These  quanti¬ 
ties  they  must  report  to  the  central  office,  where  they  are  charged  in  their  ac¬ 
counts  to  the  apportioned  production.  Thus  the  consumer  who  is  a  member 
of  the  syndicate  for  the  coal  mines  he  may  possess  can  only  use  so  much  of 
his  own  product  as  is  apportioned  to  him,  and  if  he  wants  more  he  must  buy  it 
from  the  syndicate  or  pay  the  heavy  fines  for  each  ion  of  overproduction. 

There  is  nothing  approaching  this  condition  of  things  in  the  United 
States,  and  what  is  more  to  the  point,  there  could  not  be  in  so  large  a  country, 
with  coal  mines  in  nearly  every  slate  in  the  union. 


contractor  Nelson  Rich,  who  is  building  the  seven  miles  of  railway  from 
Carbonado  to  Fairfax,  Washington,  to  the  new  coal  mines,  has  decided  to  em¬ 
ploy  one  hundred  Japanese  on  the  construction.  The  company  has  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  men  working  on  the  road  now.  Two  miles  of  road  have  been 
graded.  Track  laying  is  expected  to  begin  September  i. 


The  Black  Diamond. 
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jj  The  following  letters  received  from  Mr.  J.  H.  Ulrick,  president  of  the  W. 
&  R.  Coj.1  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio,  will  he  of  interest  to  the  trade  at  large 
as  well  as  to  the  officers  of  similar  organizations  in  other  states: 

Editor  Black  Diamond  -Do  you  realize  how  difficult  it  is  to  explain  to 
the  average  coal  dealer  where  and  how  his  best  interest  lies  so  that  he  will  see 
It  as  you  see  it,  and  having  seen  and  having  agreed  with  your  ideas,  to  have 
:  him  act  accordingly. 

i  Human  nature  is  now  as  it  always  has  been  through  the  ages— perverse. 

't  I  would  not  have  your  readers  form  the  idea  from  the  above  that  I  am  dis- 
!  couraged,  or  about  to  “give  up  the  ship;’’  only  this,  however,  I  wonder  how  it  is, 
i  with  all  the  object  lessons  of  the  past,  every  retail  dealer  in  Ohio  does  not 
make  haste  to  come  into  the  fold,  and  under  the  protection  of  the  Wholesale 
and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio. 

As  an  illustration,  a  few  days  ago  the  writer  was  asked  the  question  by 
one  of  the  largest  producers  of  coal.  Have  you  members  in  Blank  City  ?  The 
answer  was  no.  But  why  do  you  ask?  Answer,  we  are  asked  to  name  prices  to 
parties  not  dealers  for  distribution  to  consu  mers.  My  reply  was,  that  while 
there  are  dealers  in  that  city  who  are  entitled  ta  protection,  they  do  n  H  seem  to 
realize  it  t )  the  extent  of  becoming  members  of  the  W.  &  R.  C.  D.  A.  I  cannot 
ask  you  to  refuse  any  business  that  may  be  offered,  even  if  it  damages  the 
regular  dealer. 

Now  the  only  conclusion  I  can  come  to  is  that  the  dealers  referred  to 
either  lack  the  necessary  information  as  to  how  to  protect  their  trade,  or  may 
be  indifferent,  or  are  perverse  and  defiant;  in  either  case  the  results  are  disas¬ 
trous  to  their  interests. 

:  I  am  making  a  little  flying  trip  to  Detroit,  Cleveland  and  Toledo,  may  also 

stop  at  other  points.  If  any  thing  of  interest  develops  out  of  it  will  write  again. 

J.  H.  Ulrick. 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  August  28,  1898. 

Editor  Black  Diamond — I  have  often  wondered  why  it  is  that  our 
friends  who  are  interested  in  association  matters  do  not  occupy  the  space  you 
so  generously  devote  to  our  interests  in  The  Black  Diamond. 

'  It  cannot  be  from  lack  of  interest,  hardly  from  motives  of  modesty,  surely 

no  coalman  is  over-supplied  with  the  latter  commodity.  I  had  hoped  to  hear 
from  the  traveling  salesman,  now  that  they  are  becoming  members  in  full 
and  regular  standing  and  eligible  to  all  the  emoluments,  but  it  may  be  a  little 
soon.  We  will  hear  from  them  as  they  are  always  in  evidence. 

J  Well,  in  my  last,  as  the  regular  correspondents  say,  1  promised  to  say 

something  further  about  our  visit  with  the  cities  of  Detroit,  Cleveland  and 
Toledo.  It  has  been  said  by  one  long  ago,  “that  a  prophet  is  not  without 
honor,  except  in  his  own  country.’’  We  found  this  exemplified  in  the  case  of 
our  visit  in  Detroit;  though  unannounced  and  not  having  met  with  any  of 
our  friends,  not  having  seen  anything  that  had  the  semblance  of  a  coal  man, 
but  immediately  on  our  arriv.d,  two  of  the  crack  Michigan  regiments  marchid 
in  review  in  front  of  our  hotel.  Nor  was  this  all;  immediately  following  the 
'  mihtarv  was  a  magnificent  civic  parade,  all  lines  of  trade  and  manufacture 
being  represented;  each  delegation  headed  by  bands  of  music  We  took  it  as 
a  matter  of  course  that  this  demonstration  was  intended  tor  us,  and  for  fear 
we  might  be  mistaken,  we  made  no  inquiry.  We  h  ive  not  yet  made  our  visit 
to  Toledo;  we  go  there  by  boat  to  night;  but  as  to  the  great  city  of  Cleveland, 
we  find  a  firm  local  association  of  retail  dealers  thoroughly  supported  by  the 
wholesalers,  thus  insuring  stability.  We  are  also  glad  to  say  that  we  have 
every  reason  to  believe  this  entire  association  will  in  the  near  future  become 
members  in  a  body  of  the  State  Association.  We  feel  this  to  be  true,  for  the 
reason  that  all  wiiom  we  saw  were  heartily  favorable  to  the  movement.  So 
far  as  known  to  your  correspondent  the  W.  &  R.  C.  D.A.,  of  Ohio,  is  in  a 
healthy  and  growing  condition. 

We  are  especially  pleased  to  have  the  traveling  salesmen  so  generally 
accept  our  cordial  invitation  to  join  us,  and  give  us  their  valuable  supoort, 
looking  to  the  continued  betterment  of  the  conditions  of  the  coal  trade  of  the 
State  of  Ohio.  J-  H-  Ulrick. 


Springfield,  Ohio,  Aug.  29,  1898. 

Capt.  Lucas,  Editor  Black  Diamond,  Chicago— \  am  in  receipt  of 
your  very  kind  favor  of  the  27th.  I  am  indeed  grateful  for  the  kind  expres- 
t  sio  is  contained  therein.  1  also  feel  grateful  to  you,  and  in  the  name  of  the 
State  Association  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  I  thank  you  for  the 
’  kindly  interest  and  helping  hand  you  have  at  all  times  and  under  all  circum¬ 
stances  manifested  for  our  welfare. 

I  fully  agree  with  you  that  it  is  indeed  strange  and  past  finding  out  the 
indifference  manifested  by  the  average  coal  man  of  the  very  means  by  which 
his  interests  are  best  subserved.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  average  coal 
.  man  (I  mean  the  average  retailer)  is  differently  constituted  from  other  men 
engaged  in  other  lines  of  business,  but  it  does  seem  he  can  be  more  indifferent 
and  manifest  more  lukewarmness  to  the  square  inch  when  approached  with  a 
'  prop  isition  to  better  his  condition  at  the  slightest  kind  of  cost  to  himself  than 
a  ly  man  this  side  of  “kingdom  come.  ’  He  will  spend  any  amount  of  time, 
energy  and  money  prosecuting  illogical,  non  remunerative  and  market-de¬ 
moralizing  sales;  but  when  you  approach  him  with  a  proposition  to  pay  into 
the  treasury  of  the  State  Association  the  pitiful  sum  of  five  dollars  per  annum 
I  for  the  purpose  of  bettering  the  coal  trade  of  the  entire  State,  placing  it  and 
keeping  it  in  proper  channels,in  other  words,  in  the  hands  of  dealers  like  him 
self,  if  he  is  above  the  average,  progressive  and  up  to  date,  and  wants  to 
make  proper  returns  for  his  time,  money  and  business  ability,  he  at  once  sees 
the  point  and  takes  hold  (it  is  a  pleasure  to  meet  that  kind  of  a  man,  and  we 
are  glad  to  say  we  do  meet  with  them);  but  if  he  is  only  an  average  coal  rn  in, 
or  even  below  the  average,  he  will  look  at  you  askance,  as  much  as  to  say, 
‘Won  can’t  fool  me  into  a  trap  to  get  my  hard-earned  five  dollars;  it  is  all  I 
'  have  left  after  cutting  prices,  as  I  have  been  doing.’’  J.  H.  Ulrick. 


COAL  IS  THE  THILIPPINES— OFl’ORTUMTY  FOR  CAPITAL. 

-  TD 

The  quality  of  the  coal  which  up  to  the  present  time  has  been  found  in 
the  Philippines  is  questionable.  Some  authorities  have  held  it  to  be  not  true 
coal  but  lignite,  probably  of  the  tertiary  period,  whilst  others  maintain  it  to  be 
a  true  coal  having  the  due  proportion  of  carbon.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  however, 
the  coal  used  at  the  three  ports  of  Manila,  Cebu  and  Iloilo  is  nearly  all  im¬ 
ported  from  New  South  Wales,  Japan  or  Great  Britain.  It  is  also  a  fact,  too, 
that  the  bunkers  of  the  steamers  that  trade  between  the  islands  are  supplied 
with  native  coal,  and  it  also  true  that  native  coal  exported  to  Hong-Kong 
yielded  good  illuminating  gas. 

The  importations  of  coal  from  New  South  Wales  in  1896  amounted  to  66,- 
582  tons  valued  at  $123,000,  and  in  1897  to  92,249  tons,  valued  at  $188,000.  The 
amount  exported  from  Japan  was  21,250  tons  valued  at  $41,000  in  1896,  and  in 
1897,  16,850  tons  valued  at  $40,000.  A  few  thousand  tons  are  brought  in  every 
year  from  South  Wales  in  vessels  going  out  for  freight,  carried  as  ballast  at  a 
nominal  rate  of  freight.  As  might  be  expected  the  United  States  has  no  coal 
trade  in  that  part  of  the  world,  the  total  exportations  “to  Asia  and  Oceanica” 
in  1897  amounted  to  i,i  14  tons,  and  for  the  vear  ending  with  June  last  to  14,018 
tons.  The  discrepancy  in  the  figures  is  due  to  exportat  ons  of  government 
coal . 

The  only  coal  deposits  in  the  Philippine  Archipelago,  of  which  a  scientific 
record  exists,  are  those  in  the  Island  of  Cebu.  Cebu  is  one  of  a  cluster  in  the 
midst  of  the  Archipelago  on  the  western  side  and  has  an  area  of  about  10,000 
square  miles.  This  report  was  made  by  the  chief  inspector  of  mines,  Senor 
Ernique  Abella  y  Casariego.  It  was  published  in  1886  and  is  very  carefully 
enshrined  amid  the  governmental  archives  at  Madrid. 

The  coal  deposits  of  Cebu  were  first  examined  as  far  back  as  1855  by 
Senor  Hernandez,  a  government  mining  engineer,  who  unhesitatingly  de¬ 
scribed  the  coal  as  lignite.  A  few  >ears  later,  however,  Senor  Centano,  also 
an  engineer  in  the  government  employ,  proclaim  ;d  the  discovery  of  a  true 
coal  field  of  large  lim  ms  ons,  the  eastern  rim  of  which  outcropped  in  Cebu, 
while  its  western  rim  out(  ropped  in  the  neighboring  island  of  Negros.  Cen- 
lano  based  his  opinion  on  the  suppositi  m  that  the  formation  belonged  to  the 
true  carboniferous  system,  but  on  analysis  the  carbon  in  the  Cebu  coal  was 
found  not  to  exceed  54  per  cent.  In  official  tests  the  best  Cebu  coal  was 
found  to  stand  in  the  relation  of  156  parts  to  147  parts  Australian  and  121 
parts  British  coal.  The  Spanish  fleet  filled  its  bunkers  with  Cebu  coal. 

The  French  Consul  at  Manila  reported  to  his  government  in  1896  that  a 
commission  appointed  by  the  Spanish  government  to  investigate  the  quality 
of  the  Cebu  coal,  declared  that  the  coal  was  well  adapted  for  the  use  of  the 
Spanish  navy.  He  also  reported  that  “the  exploitation  of  the  Cebu  coal 
mines  is  in  excellent  condition,  and  the  coal  which  is  extracted,  although 
recognized  as  inferior  to  carbon  c  >al,  is  found  to  be  superior  to  the  Austra- 
li  in  and  Japanese  coal.”  He  adds  that  thi  lo>ver  strata  of  the  formation 
gives  a  coal  of  much  superior  quality  than  what  is  extracted  from  the  upper 
layers. 

There  appears  to  be  no  reason  why  true  coal  should  not  be  found,  for  it  is 
found  and  worked  in  Japan,  whose  geological  formation  is  similar  to  that  of 
the  Philippines.  There  has  been  no  systematic  search  made  for  coal,  and 
wherever  it  has  been  found  it  has  been  owing  to  the  presence  of  outcrops.  On 
Masbate,  a  small  island,  the  owner  of  one  of  ihe  inter  island  steamers  helped 
himself  to  a  supply  of  coal  as  long  as  his  laborers  could  take  it  out  with  crow¬ 
bars.  The  estimated  quantity  of  coal  in  tnis  particular  spot  has  been  placed 
at  600,000  tons.  These  mines  are  untouched,  and  being  situated  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  coast,  can  be  worked  at  a  profit  by  whoever  is  venturesome  enough 
to  attempt  it. 

The  Island  of  Cebu,  therefore,  would  appear  to  be  the  only  place  where 
coal  is  at  present  being  mined,  or  rather  was  mined,  for  the  Spanish  govern¬ 
ment  last  year  prohibited  the  sale  of  blasting  powder,  and  mining  almost 
ceased.  The  annual  production  in  1894  was  between  6,000  and  7,000  tons,  part 
of  which  was  sent  to  Manila;  the  rest  of  it  was  used  by  the  steamboats  and 
sugar  mills.  The  annual  consumption  of  Manila  is  about  50,000  tons,  and  the 
requirements  of  Iloilo,  island  of  Panay,  are  about  2,000  tons  yearly,  which  are 
imported. 

At  one  time  the  Spani.-h  government  attached  so  much  importance  to  the 
coal  deposits  in  Cebu  that  it  established  a  monopoly,  which  wa.s  soon  aban¬ 
doned.  The  industry  was  thrown  open  and  for  a  time  coal  mining  in  Cebu 
“boomed.”  A  number  of  concessions  were  taken  up  and  companies  formed  to 
develop  them.  In  one  or  two  cases  a  considerable  amount  of  capital  was  ex¬ 
pended.  A  good  deal  of  workable  coal  was  met  with,  but  the  absence  of  roads 
and  the  necessity  of  constructing  railroads  to  the  port  caused  a  reaction.  Pos¬ 
sibly  it  is  left  to  American  enterprise  to  test  the  true  value  of  these  deposits 
and  prospect  for  other  beds.  In  the  Ulung  mines  in  Cebu  five  beds  have  been 
located,  three  of  them  measuring  three  feet,  eight  inches,  one  measuring  five 
feet,  eight  inches,  and  one  five  feet. 

If  a  steam  coal  were  to  be  found  in  the  Philippines  even  as  serviceable  as 
the  New  Castle,  N.  S.  W. article— which  is  not  remarkable  for  its  quality — coal 
mining  in  Uncle  Sam's  new  oceanic  possession  would  receive  a  strong  im¬ 
petus.  The  immediate  miikets  are  d.uly  expanding.  Hong  Kong  with  its 
shipping  tonnage  amounting  to  16,000,000  annuallv,  its  refineries  and  manu¬ 
factories,  furnish  an  enormous  market  distant  o  dy  630  miles.  Japan  and 
Borneo  are  sending  coal  to  Singapore  —distant  from  Manila  i  ,200  miles,  to  the 
displacement  of  the  British  article,  and  the  coal  trade  of  Bangkok,  which  is  a 
little  over  1,400  miles  from  Manila,  will  develop  into  a  considerable  item  owing 
to  the  extension  of  the  railroad  system  throughout  Siam.  The  trade  in  bunker 
coal  to  steamers  touching  at  Manila  would  in  itself  amount  to  a  consideration. 
China,  which  draws  its  coal  supplies  from  Japan  and  Great  Britain,  is  a  con¬ 
sumer  of  fuel  to  the  extent  of  about  700,000  tons. 

The  military  tariff  provided  for  the  Philippines  fixes  an  import  duty  on 
coal  and  coke  of  50  pesos  per  1,000  kilos,  which  is  equivalent  to  25  cents 
American  per  2,200  pounds. 

The  relation  of  Manila  to  other  prominent  ports  may  be  of  interest  to  the 
trade.  To  New  York,  via  Nicaragua  proposed  canal,  11,300  miles;  to  San 
Francisco,  via  Yokohama,  4,500  miles;  to  Vancouver,  4,300  miles:  to  Yokohama, 
1,585  miles;  to  Honolulu,  4,700  miles;  to  Hong-Kong,  630  miles;  to  Bangkok, 
1,475  miles;  to  Singapore,  1,285  miles;  to  Mangk  issar,  1,250  miles;  to  Port 
Darwin,  N.  Australia,  1,600  miles;  to  Calcutta,  2,800  niiles;  to  Southampton, 
via  Suez,  10,000  miles;  to  New  York  via  Suez,  12,500  miles. — Specially  written 
for  The  Black  Diamond. 
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OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


WESTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interest 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


Fire  totally  destroyed  a  large  coal  shed  of  Chas.  A.  Coppel,  Chillicothe, 
Ohio. 

♦  * 

H.  E.  Rea  &  Co.  succeed  N.  A.  Mansfield  &  Co.,  coal  dealers  at  Tuscola, 
Illinois. 

♦ 

*  * 

Davis  &  Hedges  of  Otway,  Ohio,  have  recently  embarked  in  the  coal 
business. 

:¥  * 

George  Burst,  Jr.,  of  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  has  engaged  in  the  retail  coal 
business. 


John  Powers  has  built  a  fine  coal  yard  and  sheds  on  the  site  of  the  burned 
Cohoes  theatre.  Cohoes,  N.  Y. 

* 

*  * 

C.  H.  Parsons,  Eaton,  Ohio,  has  purchased  the  coal  business  formerly  con¬ 
ducted  by  H.  M.  Young,  and  has  combined  the  two  coal  yards. 


\Vm.  and  John  Campbell,  of  the  firm  of  W.  G.  Campbell  &  Bro’s,  dealers 
in  coal  at  Sardinia,  Ohio,  are  spending  a  few  weeks  at  Niagara  Falls. 

* 

5fC  * 

An  organization  has  been  effected  by  the  dealers  of  Lebanon,  Ohio,  the 
results  of  which  it  is  believed  will  prove  beneficial  to  those  concerned. 

* 

*  * 

Martendale  &  Edmonds,  dealers  in  coal  at  Lucasville,  Ohio,  are  making 
extensive  changes  in  their  coal  sheds,  preparatory  to  increasing  their  business 
this  fall. 

*** 

R.  Bruce  Smith  of  Lebanon,  Ohio,  has  sold  his  retail  coal  interests  to  the 
Warren  Coal  Company  of  that  place,  and  has  taken  service  with  them  in  the 
capacity  of  bookkeeper. 

* 

ik  :k 


Hannibal,  Mo.  dealers  are  now  retailing  best  Pennsylvania  anthracite  at 
$6.00  a  ton.  About  fifteen  miles  up  the  river  on  the  Illinois  side,  Quincy 
dealers  are  getting  $7.25  to  $7.50. 

* 

*  ♦ 

Mather  Bothers,  Richmond,  Ind.,  coal  dealers,  surrendered  their  property 
to  creditors  after  notifying  them  of  their  embarrassed  condition,  due  to  unprofit¬ 
able  investments  in  real  estate.  Liabilities,  $40,000;  assets  about  the  same. 

* 

:4c  :ic 

The  Jasper  County  Coal  Co.  have  leased  their  Newton,  Iowa,  yard  to 
Messrs.  McCardell  and  Livingstone.  These  gentlemen,  beginning  September 
ist,  expect  to  do  a  thriving  business  and  we  hope  their  expectations  will  be 
fulfilled. 


It  is  reported  that  William  Poole,  Kickapoo,  near  Peoria,  III.,  is  going  to 
open  a  coal  shaft  on  the  Voorhees  land. 

On  William  Knott’s  farm,  northeast  of  Breckenridge,  Mo.,  W.  Runkle  is 
prospecting  for  coal  with  good  promise  of  making  a  strike. 

Many  owners  and  vessel  agents  at  Buffalo  have  announced  their  determi¬ 
nation  to  place  no  more  boats  for  coal  at  the  20-cent  rate  for  Lake  Michigan 
ports. 

All  the  mines  at  Bevier  are  now  giving  steady  employment  to  large  fore  es 
and  the  outlook  for  miners  in  north  Missouri  is  better  than  it  has  been  for 
many  years. 

The  .Salem  Coal  Company,  Salem,  Ill.,  are  putting  in  quite  a  number  of 
new  men,  and  expect  to  increase  the  output  of  their  mine  considerably  within 
the  next  few  days. 

Mr.  F.  P.  Horn  has  been  appointed  agent  for  the  Dutch  Hill  Coal  Co., 
New  Athens,  Ill.,  at  East  St.  Louis.  He  will  dispose  of  the  output  of  the  New 
Athens  mine  not  disposed  of  locally. 

The  Courier-Herald,  of  Saginaw,  Mich.,  says  that  a  coal  vein  thirty-five  or 
forty  inches  thick  has  been  struck  in  Midland  county  and  that  Col  Bliss  has  a 
gang  of  men  working  for  coal  at  Clare. 

There  is  a  shortage  of  coal  in  the  North.  The  North  American  Transpor¬ 
tation  and  Trading  Company  and  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  both  have 
quantities  of  coal  at  St.  Michael’s,  but  none  of  it  is  for  sale.  A  coal  ship  is  ex¬ 
pected  at  St.  Michael’s  soon. 

The  large  mine  of  A.  H.  Bennett,  Danville.  III.,  was  on  fire  last  week,  and 
several  men  seriously  burned — none  fatally.  The  fire  was  a  disastrous  one, 
the  mules  were  cremated,  and  some  2,500  tons  of  coal  consumed,  as  well  as 
the  tools  and  machinery. 

It  is  stated  that  the  coal  dealers  of  Newton,  Kans.,  that  they  will  sell  coal 
for  cash  only  on  and  after  September  i.  This  is  the  most  sensible  agreement 
they  ever  made,  and  if  they  stick  to  it  they  should  make  money,  as  it  is  pre¬ 
sumed  that’s  what  they  are  in  business  for. 

The  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Belt  line  around  the  southern  portion  of 
Manitowoc,  connecting  with  the  slip  and  coal  docks  on  the  south  lake  front, 
has  been  completed  and  trains  will  in  a  short  time  take  that  route,  thus  doing 
away  with  the  heavy  traffic  through  the  heart  of  the  city. 

The  Des  Moines  Ledger  says:  "The  demand  made  upon  the  coal  opera¬ 
tors  of  this  vicinity  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  coal  miners  for  80  cents  for 
shipping  and  90  cents  for  local  mines,  commencing  October  i,  is  practically 
the  same  as  was  paid  last  winter,  the  increase  being  slight.” 

Order  of  injunction  has  been  issued  against  sixteen  coal  companies  in  the 
Pittsburg,  Kans.,  district  for  violation  of  the  anti-screen  and  anti-scrip  laws  of 
the  State.  The  Western  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  was  served  with  the  papers  last 
week.  They  operate  mines  at  Fleming  and  Yale,  near  that  city. 

Paul  C.  J.  Steeg,  who  was  formerly  employed  as  bookkeeper  by  the  Ohio 
&  Trans-Mississippi  Coal  and  Mining  Company  at  Marion,  III,  and  who  ab¬ 
sconded  six  weeks  ago,  after,  it  is  said,  embezzling  $1,500  of  the  company's 
funds,  was  arrested  in  Buffalo,  on  Monday,  August  29.  He  will  be  brought 
back  to  this  state. 


The  fine  new  coal  yard  of  E.  R.  Wheeler,  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  was  thrown 
open  to  the  public  on  August  27,  and  the  good  citizens  of  Port  Huron  were 
treated  to  a  banquet  by  the  enterprising  owner  of  one  of  the  finest  coal  yards 
in  the  state  of  Michigan. 

* 

*  * 

The  fire  commissioners  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  have  awarded  contracts  for  fur¬ 
nishing  the  department  with  coal  for  the  coming  year.  Donnelly,  Dunham  & 
Co.  secured  the  contract  for  supplying  the  department  with  200  tons,  more  or 
less,  of  steam  lump  coal  at  their  bid  of  $1.62  per  ton.  The  same  firm  w.is 
given  a  contract  to  supply  i,ooo  tons  of  anthracite  coal  at  $3.59.  Joseph  E. 
Gavin  &  Co.  got  the  contract  to  furnish  1,500  tons,  more  or  less,  of  steam  coal 
at  $1.53  per  ton. 

.  * 

*  * 

A  school  contract  recently  awarded  one  of  the  dealers  at  Washington  C. 
H.,Ohio,  resulted  in  a  lively  tilt,  and  a  meeting  was  at  once  called,  and  upon 
investigation  the  opposing  dealers  found  that  there  was  an  "African  in  the 
wood  pile,”  and  when  ordered  to  emerge  therefrom,  a  hand  was  throw  up  ex¬ 
posing  the  scheme  as  between  a  railroad,  shipper  and  dealer.  The  bid  was  at 
once  withdrawn  and  matters  amicably  adjusted,  and  the  dealers  formed  an  or¬ 
ganization  to  fix  and  maintain  prices. 

* 

* 

Beberdick  &  Sons,  Weehawken,  N.  J.,  have  retained  Counsellors  Babbett 
and  Lawrence  to  sue  School  Trustee  Frank  De  Bloise  of  the  Union  Hill  Board 
of  Education,  for  $10,000  damages.  They  allege  that  at  the  meeting  July  27, 
when  bids  were  received  for  coal,  Mr.  De  Bloise  moved  that  Beberdick’s 
bid  be  thrown  out  on  the  ground  that  the  Board  had  trouble  before  with 
Beberdick  in  the  matter  of  alleged  short  weight.  Mr.  De  Bloise  denies  that 
he  ever  made  such  a  statement,  but  it  is  said  that  three  of  the  Councilmen  and 
the  clerk  of  the  Board  will  all  testify  that  he  did. 

* 

*  * 

Credit  is  the  most  valuable  possession  a  coal  man  can  have.  It  is  acejuired, 
maintained  and  preserved  by  certainqualities  that  I  believe  are  inherent  in  the 
man.  Credit  is  like  a  delicate  piece  of  porcelain.  You  may  break  it  and  put 
it  together  again,  and  for  purposes  of  utility  it  may  possibly  be  just  as  good  as 
it  ever  was,  but  the  cracks  are  there,  and  you  can  see  where  it  was  broken. 
And  so  it  is  with  the  man  whose  credit  is  once  impaired  He  may  be  able  to 
buy  coal  again,  his  standing  among  wholesale  houses  may  be  very  fair,  but  it 
can  never  be  restored  to  the  superb  condition  in  which  it  once  was.  And  so  1 
would  warn  all  coil  dealers,  young  and  old,  to  regard  credit  as  a  priceless 
possession.  Do  not  let  it  be  trifled  with,  and  allow  nothing  to  impair  it  or 
injure  it. 


The  Gazette  of  Spring  Valley,  III.,  says:  "The  nomination  and  election  of 
S.  M.  Dalzell  as  mayor  means  much  to  the  city  of  Spring  Valley.  The  town, 
with  him  as  its  chief  executive,  can  be  pulled  out  of  the  mire.”  This  does  not 
admit  of  a  question;  so  the  sooner  the  men  of  that  town,  who  do  their  own 
thinking,  get  him  to  accept  the  nomination  and  work  for  his  election,  the  bet¬ 
ter  it  will  be  for  the  tax  payers. 

W.  E.  Murlin,  who  was  formerly  superintendent  of  the  large  Kansas  and 
Texas  coal  plants  in  Macon  county,  but  is  now  a  member  of  a  company  operat¬ 
ing  a  mine  at  Stahl,  Adair  county,  Mo.,  says  that  too  miners  are  now  at  work 
at  Stahl,  and  more  are  being  put  on  as  fast  as  new  entries  can  be  driven.  His 
company  has  recently  given  the  men  in  his  employ  a. voluntary  advance  of  10 
cents  a  ton  for  mining  coal,  which  brings  the  price  up  to  75  cents. 


The  Brown  Coal  Co.  are  about  to  open  a  river  mine  in  the  fifth  pool  at 
Elizabeth,  Pa.  Heretofore  the  mine  in  fifth  pool.  Heretofore  the  river  coal 
business  has  been  confined  almost  exclusively  to  the  first  four  pools,  but  it  has 
rapidly  been  moving  up  the  river,  and  the  fifth  pool,  along  which  are  located 
some  fine  coal  deposits,  must  rapidly  become  the  scene  of  active  operations  in 
the  coal  business. 


The  Beech  Creek  Railroad  makes  the  following  statement  of  coal  shipped 
over  the  road  for  the  week  ending  August  21,  1898,  and  for  the  year  to  that 
date; 


Week — Tons 


In  1898 .  78,608 

Same  time  last  year .  79>24i 


Year — Tons 
3,003,612 
2,427.814 


Increase .  575,797 

Decrease .  633 


The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  and  coke  originat¬ 
ing  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  August  20,  1898, 
and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  as 
follows: 


1898. 

1898. 

1897. 

Week  ending 

Year  to 

Year  to 

Aug.  20. 

Aug.  20. 

Aug.  21. 

Anthracite,  tons . 

2,188,295 

8,765,875 

2,080,725 

B  tuminous,  tons . 

. 257,600 

7,722,224 

Coke,  tons . 

. 108,684 

3.795,838 

2,831,524 

Total . 

14,750,008 

12,643,473 
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THE  PECHILI  COAL  FIELDS. 

The  Pechili  coal  fields,  for  which  a  German  syndicate  is  now  said  to  be 
negotiating  a  concession  with  the  Tsung-li-Yamen,  are  some  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  in  China.  The  center  of  the  district  is  at  Kaiping,  which  is  already 
in  direct  railway  communication  with  Peking.  Barori  von  Richthofer  esti¬ 
mates  the  thickness  of  the  coal  measures  at  the  incredible  amount  of  7,000 
feet.  The  coal  is  anthracite  and  of  excellent  quality.  It  is  already  worked 
by  mines  on  a  European  system.  Mr.  Archibald  R.  Colquhoun,  in  his  new 
book  on  China,  expresses  the  opinion  that  were  the  Pechili  coal  worked  un¬ 
der  proper  foreign  control  it  would  successfully  compete  with  that  of  Japan, 
and  could  be  laid  down  at  moderate  prices  in  Shanghai.  _ 


THE  NINE  VARIETIES  OF  COAL. 


There  are  nine  varieties  of  mineral  fuel,  of  which  four  are  classified  as 
anthracite.  All  varieties  are  graded  according  to  the  percentage  of  carbon 
as  shown  by  analysis.  Rocky  mountain  anthracite  has  seventy-four  per  cent 
New  England,  dense,  eighty  per  cent,  Pennsylvania  soft  anthracite  eighty 
seven  per  cent,  and  the  hard  anthracite  of  Pennsylvania  ninetyTour  per  cen 
The  latter  produces  the  greatest  heat  and  is  the  best  coal  of  civilization.  Whe 
taken  from  the  earth  it  should  be  carefully  housed,  as  exposure  to  atmos 
phene  influences  causes  deterioration. 
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EASTEHN  (OAL  AM)  (;OKE  NOTES. 


A  nine-foot  vein  of  coal  is  reported  to  have  been  struck  on  the  shores  of 
Lake  Keuga,  N.  Y. 

It  is  now  reported  that  the  Monongahela  river  coal  operators  are  engaging 
colored  men  in  Virginia  to  take  the  place  of  strikers. 

A  machine  shoveler  has  been  installed  at  the  Cleveland  docks  of  the 
Pickands-Mather  Co.,  which  does  the  work  of  a  dozen  men. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  last  week  carried  45 1,729  tons  of 
coal  and  coke,  making  i4,75o>oo8  for  the  year — an  increase  of  2,117,535  tons 

Receiver  Monsarratt  is  reported  as  saying  that  the  Jobs  mine  in  the  Rock¬ 
ing  Valley  will  have  to  remain  closed  on  account  of  the  severe  competition. 

Very  little  is  being  s  lid  by  the  foreign  correspondents  about  the  great 
Strike  of  the  VVelsh  niuiers,  but  it  is  throwing  a  vast  amount  of  trade  into  the 
hands  of  American  coal  producers. 

A  single  lump  of  coal  weighing  exactly  4680  pounds  was  recently  shipped 
from  the  United  States  to  Manchester,  Eng.  A  special  derrick  had  to  be 
rigged  to  get  it  from  the  railroad  car  into  the  steamer’s  hold. 

The  Elk  Hill  Coal  Company,  Scranton,  Pa.,  has  nearly  completed  the  re¬ 
pairs  at  the  shaft  made  necessary  by  the  recent  fire  at  its  Providence  colliery. 
A  new  fan,  larger  than  thi  old  one  destroyed,  has  been  provided. 

It  is  reported  that  Cant  Jos.  L.  Morris,  of  Carrollton,  Ohio,  has  been  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Dennison  Rolling  Mill  Co.,  Dennison,  to  opsn  and  operate  the 
coal  mines  belonging  to  the  company,  and  has  already  commenced  operations. 

The  quality  and  quantity  of  coal  found  in  the  Argentine  Republic  and 
through  the  valley  of  the  Platte  river  is  very  poor  and  supply  scanty— not 
worth  developing.  Hence  its  dependence  upon  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  for  its  supply. 

Secretary  Joseph  Bishop  of  the  Ohio  State  Board  of  Arbitration,  while  in 
Pittsburg  last  week  is  reported  as  saying  that  West  Virginia  coal  operators  are 
taking  business  away  from  the  Ohio  fields  because  of  their  facilities  for  cheap 
production  and  the  low  rates  of  transportation  to  the  West  and  Northwest. 

The  patrons  of  the  Colebrookdale  branch  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading 
Railway  are  circulating  a  petition  against  the  use  of  soft  coal  on  the  passenger 
trains.  They  claim  that  unless  the  doors  and  windows  of  cars  are  closed  in 
this  hot  weather  the  passenger,  by  the  time  he  arrives  at  his  destination,  is  full 
of  soot. 

A.  P.  Kirkland  and  A.  B.  Copeland  are  reported  to  have  just  sold  35,000 
acres  of  Westmoreland  and  Allegheny  couaty  coal  lands  to  an  Eastern  syndi- 
cateof  which  J.  Pierpont  Morgan  is  the  head.  The  ground  is  valued  at  $3,000,000. 
A  part  of  the  tract  is  in  the  Upper  and  Lower  Burrell  township.  The  coal  can 
be  shipped  by  rail  and  river. 

With  a  cargo  of  3,500  tons  of  bitummous  coal  valued  at  $6,125  and  700 
tons  of  anthracite  valued  at  $2,100,  the  steamer  Lyderhorn  (Nor),  cleared  at 
Philadelphia  last  week  for  Havana.  This  is  the  third  vessel  to  leave  there  for 
Cuba’s  capital  since  the  war  has  been'  settled.  It  has  been  some  time  since 
anthracite  coal  has  been  shipped  from  that  port  to  Havana. 

The  Toledo  Bee  says:  “The  Wabash  R.  R.  has  been  figuring  up  its  fuel 
b  11  for  the  past  year,  ending  June  30,  and  finds  that  a  saving  of  $200,000  has 
been  effected  as  compared  with  the  previous  12  months.  This  was  accom¬ 
plished  by  giving  every  feature  of  the  coal  business  the  closest  attention.  A 
monthly  statement  is  prejiared,  giving  the  record  of  every  engineer.” 

A  Cleveland  coal  operator  is  authority  for  the  statement  that  the  West 
X'irginia  coal  to  supplanting  the  Hocking  valley  product  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Central  stagnation  in  the  coal  business  prevails  throughout  the  Buckeye 
.''tate,  and  the  miners  have  a  discouraging  winter  before  them.  Like  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district,  Ohio  is  also  being  affected  by  the  low-priced  West  Virginia  coal 
that  is  being  offered  on  the  market. 


The  shipments  from  the  Elk  Garden  and  Upper  Potomac  regions  of  West 
X'irvinia,  which  are  transported  over  West  Virginia  Central  and  Pittsburg 
Railroad,  for  the  week  ending  August  20,  were  26  267  tons,  and  for  the  year,  to 
that  date,  were  721,729  tons,  being  a  decrease  of  21,170  tons,  as  compared  with 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  The  shipments  of  coke  over  the  West 
X'irginia  Central  and  Pittsburg  Railroad  for  the  week  were  3,892,  and  for  the 
year,  to  that  date,  were  156,118  tons,  being  an  increase  of  38,985  tons,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  same  period  last  year. 

The  valuable  property  of  the  Aetna  Coal  Co  ,  located  in  Marion  county, 
Tenn.,  was  sold  at  public  auction  last  week  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  for  $35,000. 
Geo.  T.  White,  who  represented  the  creditors  of  the  company,  was  the  only 
bidder.  The  property  was  first  put  up  and  sold  in  parcels  and  then  as  a 
whole.  Mr  XVhite  finally  had  it  knocked  down  to  him  as  the  lowest  bidder. 
A  new  company  will  operate  the  mines  as  they  have  been  operated  heretofore 
and  will  make  the  mines  pay  handsomely.  The  property  consists  of  2,000 
acres  of  fine  coal  land  and  a  one-fourth  interest  in  20,000  acres  more,  making 
in  all  7,000  acres. 


NEW  (OAEINCJ  PLANT. 

^‘^tthern  1  acific  Railroad  is  about  to  make  an  important  change  in 
Its  shops  at  Minneapolis,  by  the  addition  of  a  new  coal  station,  which  will  save 
great  expense  in  the  handling  of  coal. 

The  new  station  will  occupy  considerable  less  space  than  the  old  one 
It  will  be  sixty  feet  long,  thirty  feet  high  and  thirty  feet  wide.  The  system  of 
handling  the  coal  will  be  the  most  modern  known.  A  large  roal  hopper  will 
be  placed  beneath  the  tracks,  and  the  coal  cars  will  empty  their  loads  di¬ 
rectly  into  this.  XX^hen  the  hopper  is  full  it  will  be  raised  by  electric  power  to 
the  top  of  the  coal  house  and  emptied.  The  house  where  the  coal  is  stored 
will  have  on  the  top  story  a  number  of  pockets  or  bins.  These  bins  will  be 
arranged  so  as  to  shoot  the  coal  by  means  of  a  spout  into  the  tender  of  the  en- 
gines,  by  simply  opening  a  shutter.  The  lower  p.irt  of  the  house  also  will  be 
filled  with  coal,  and  when  the  bins  are  empty  the  coal  below  will  be  raised  to 
t^he  top  of  the  building  and  emptied  into  the  pockets  by  means  of  another 
hopper.  The  coal  will  be  lifted  by  means  of  a  storage  battery,  which  will  get 
its  power  from  the  Mintieapolis  XVater  Power  (Company.  The  new  arrange¬ 
ment  will  be  a  great  improvement  on  the  old  method  of  handling  coal,  as  it 
will  substitute  machinery  for  manual  labor,  making  the  work  both  cheaper 
and  c}uicker.  It  will  also  save  considerable  ttme  in  coaling  the  engines. 


John  Birmingham’s  coal  shaft  near  Madrid  was  burned.  The  shaft  and 
mine  is  located  on  the  Milwaukee  road  about  five  miles  west  of  Madrid,  Iowa. 
The  engine  house  and  shops  of  the  mine  were  totally  destroyed  and  the  tim: 
bers  in  the  shaft  were  destroyed  to  the  depth  of  15  fi-et.  Mr.  Birmingham  es¬ 
timates  his  loss  at  $2,000.  He  will  repair  the  damage' at  once.  The  fire  nas 
incendiary. 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


The  coal  operators  of  the  Fairmont  region,  W.  Va.,  estimate  that  the  out¬ 
put  of  the  region  this  year  will  exceed  2,000,000  tons. 

Very  low  rates  of  ocean  freight  rates  on  coal  are  now  quoted  at  Balti  more 
for  Boston,  Mass.;  60  cents  per  ton  is  all  that  shippers  offer. 

The  Committee  on  Supplies,  Board  of  Education,  Paducah,  Ky.,  asks  for 
proposals  for  coal  for  the  ensuing  year.  Bids  will  be  received  up  to  12  o  clock 
noon,  September  6,  1898. 

At  Logansport,  Texas,  fire  destroyed  the  business  portion  of  the  ^wn.  It 
commenced  in  the  yards  and  sheds  of  the  Chicago  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.,  from 
which  it  spread  to  the  stores,  etc.  Loss,  about  ^0,000  with  only  $45,000  in¬ 
surance. 

The  New  ^Etna  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at  Whiteside,  Tenn^  to 
succeed  the  ^tna  Coal  Co  ,  owners  and  operators  of  the  ALtna  mines.  The 
capital  stock  is  $125,000,  and  the  incorporators  of  the  new  company  are  N.  B. 
Mitchell,  R.  A.  Davenport  and  others. 

The  shipments  of  coal  from  the  mines  of  the  Cumberland  Georges  Creek 
region  for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  August  20  were  81,098  tons,  and  the  total 
shipments  for  the  year,  up  to  that  date,  were  2,584,338  tons;  an  increase  of  146,- 
678  tons,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  1897. 

Thirty  coke  ovens  of  the  Semet-Solvay  by-product  plant  at  Ensley  City. 
Ala.,  are  now  in  blast  and  just  as  soon  as  others  are  completed  they  will  be 
started  up.  Over  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  coal  per  day  is  being  used 
right  now,  but  before  long  the  plant  will  be  consuming  something  near  a  thou- 
sand  tons  per  day. 

A  dispatch  from  Montgomery,  Ala.,  says:  “There  appears  to  be  no 
question  but  that  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad  will  without  delay  timid 
another  direct  line  of  railroad  from  the  Alabama  coal  fields  to  the  gulf.  The 
competition  of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio’s  new  line  seems  to  have  stimulated  the 
enterprise,  which  has  been  in  contemplation  for  some  time. 

The  coal  elevator  of  the  O'Neil  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  at  Clay  and  Fulton 
streets,  Louisville,  Ky.,  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire.  The  origin  of  the  fire  is 
not  known,  but  it  is  thought  to  have  been  incendiary.  Henry  Nicholas,  the 
night  watchman,  had  a  thrilling  escape  from  death  by  flames  and  suffocation. 
The  loss  is  estimated  at  $8,500,  partially  covered  by  insurance. 

The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  whose  mines  are  at  Bo¬ 
nanza,  Sebastian  County,  Ark.,  has  been  awarded  the  contract  for  fuel  for  the 
Cotton  Belt  railroad.  The  contract  calls  for  upwards  of  10,000  tons  of  coal. 
This  enterprising  and  pushing  concern  is  opening  a  new  slope  at  Bonanza, 
which  will  soon  be  ready  for  the  miners.  When  it  is  completed  the  output  of 
these  mines  will  be  doubled. 

The  executive  board  of  the  West  Virginia  Miners’ Association  has  been 
asked  by  the  Knights  of  Labor  miners  in  the  Monongehela  district,  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Pa.,  to  co-operate  with  them.  The  board  replied  recommending  that  the 
Pennsylvania  miners  organize  under  a  State  charter,  on  a  plan  similar  to  that 
of  the  West  Virginia  organization,  after  which  they  would  be  only  too  glad  to 
meet  and  confer  with  them  on  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  general  welfare. 

The  litigation  over  the  property  of  the  Corona  Coal  and  Coke  Company 
has  taken  a  new  and  startling  turn  and  .the  complications  have  multiplied. 
James  W.  Burke  has  been  appointed  receiver  for  the  Jasper  Town  and  Lands 
Company,  limited,  of  England,  and,  accoirding  to  a  bill  filed  in  the  Chancery 
Court,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  last  week,  is  in  control  of  9,995  shares  of  the  latter 
company.  A  number  of  sensational  charges  are  made  in  the  bill  filed  by 
Joseph  W.  Burke  in  the  Chancery  Court.'  _ _ _ 


NEILSON 

RED^ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

I3ICK.SOIT  &  EDDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  OfYlce,  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Ast. 


C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

“AVOCA  ”  (Pittston  District) 

FRANKLIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 
“LOUISE  ”  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &.  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

Moshannon  and  Cnmberland  Vein  Bitaminons  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Title  Buildins.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


XhexURITEY  &  JONES  CO., 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL 

OF  THE 


CELEBRATED 


CONGO  COAL 

Anthracite  and  Smithing  Coals  and  Coke- 
Wyandotte  Building,  Wo.  355  Dearborn  St. 

COLUMBUS,  O. _ CHICACO,  ILL. 

H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO., 


FRICK 

COKE. 


Headquarters  for 


Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Conneiisville  Region,  Penna. 

GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blsst  FurnBce  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Conneiis¬ 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturine:  and 
domestic  purposes.  I  3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

ty  Direct  Connections  with  ali  Railroads  Entering  the  Region.  ‘Ws 
Quotations  Freight  Rates  Pamphlets  "Ivine  full  information  promptiv  furnished  upon  application. 
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Harrison  Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 

Best  Combination  for  Mining  Operations. 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years’ 
Service. 

1600 
^Tlachines 
in  nse. 


1315 
sq.  ft.  in 
9  honrs. 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 

RECORD: 

ly  years* 

continn- 

ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
donble 
shift. 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY,  -  -  -  Chicago,  Illinois. 


The  “Link-Belt”  Electric  Chain  Breast  Machine. 


COVERED  BY  FOUR  U.  S.  PATENTS  ISSUED  AND  PENDING. 


Special  Points  of  Advantage: 

Cuts  a  perfectly  Ifvel  floor;  leaves  no  bottom  coal  for  loaders  to  take  up. 

Works  equally  well  to  right  or  left  across  room  or  entry.  Machine  cuttings  can  be 
shoveled  from  either  s  de. 

System  of  rollers  by  means  of  which  machine  is  easily  moved  across  face  of  room, 
thereby  greatly  incieusing  capacity. 

Shortest  machine  tor  length  of  undercut. 

Most  secure  and  easily-handled  rear  jack,  attached  to  machine. 

Simplest  feeding  mechanism  bess  gears  and  fewest  number  of  parts. 

Corniia  t  '‘dust  and  wat  r-proof  ”  ir  i,.-clad  multipolar  motor. 

Sir  inge.st  frame  and  chain,  admitting  of  using  steel  most  economically. 
Chisel-holding  device  cover  d  by  patents  su  tained  by  Judge  Sage. 


Power  Generators 
M  ine  Pumps, 
Locomotives, 
Drills,  Etc. 

The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 


f 


PRICES  AND  ESTIMATES  ON  APPLICATION. 


Engineers-Founders-f^achinists,  Chicago,  u.  s.  a. 


THE  JEFFREY  CHAIN  GOAL  CUTTING  MACHINERY. 

All  Claims  Based  on  Actual  Results. 


Machinery  fully  covered  by  Guarantees 

The  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter  will  produce  from 
100  percent  to  150  per  cent  more  coal  than  the 
puncher  machines  under  the  same  conditions. 

COMPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


Electric  Chain  Coal  Cutter 


Klectric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  Drills. 

Electric  Shearing  Machine.^. 
Air  Shearing  ]V1achiiie.*>. 


Electric  Long  wall  Machln  .•<. 
Air  Longwall  IVIachiiies. 
Electric  Lttcomotives. 

Electric  Pumps. 


Manufacturers  Dynamos  and  Motors.  Compressed  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 


THE  JEFFREY  MFG.  CO.,  ~  Golumbus,  Ohio. 


The  Black  Diamond, 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 

PtTBUSHEO  WSBKX.T 

IM  THS  INTBSBST  OF  THE  COAL  Un>U»im 
f  r  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  COttHAHT 

(IHGOBPOKATBD.} 

OFFICIAL  PAPER  OF  THE  COAL  DEALERS'  ASSOCIATION  OF 

ILLINOIS  AND  WISCONSIN-Secretary, - 

THE  MICHIGAN  RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCI ATION-Secretary, 
James  T.  Eaman,  Detroit,  Mich.;  THE  WHOLESALE  AND 
RETAIL  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF  OHIO-Secretary, 
W.J. Ferguson,  Dayton,  Ohio;  and  THE  INDIANA  RETAIL  COAL 
ASSOCIATION— Secretary,  A.  C.  Hill,  Kendallville,  Ind. 

JOHN  B.  LUCAS,  __  _  Editor 

Mrs.  H.  a.  BISCHOFF,  -  Business  Manager 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE, 

Yeably  (in  advance), . .  .  .  |3.00 

Single  Copies, . . 

ADVERTISING  RATES — FURNISHED  ON  APPLICATION. 

Address  all  communications  to 

The  BiiA-CK  Diamond 

Temple  Court  Building . Chicago,  III. 

New  York,  29  Liberty  St.,  -  .  -  -  -  S.  O.  Graeh,  Mgr. 

ENTERED  AT  THE  CHICAGO  POST  OFFICE  AS  SECOND-CLASS  MATTER. 
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We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  mine  owners,  workers,  H 
shippers  and  agents,  if  they  will  kindly,  from  time  to  time,  § 
furnish  such  intelligence  as  may  be  of  public  interest  to  the 
coal  trade,  when  it  comes  under  their  notice. 


market  review. 


Anthracite  coal  in  the  West  shows  neither  improvement  in  de¬ 
mand  or  inquiry  nor  any  betterment  in  price,  and  as  regards  the 
latter,  evidence  is  not  wanting  that  there  has  been  a  further  weak¬ 
ening  within  the  week.  It  is  useless  to  disguise  the  fact  that  the 
present  vacillating  and  uncertain  policy  is  demoralizing  to  the 
trade,  and  unless  there  is  an  infusion  of  strength  from  some 
source  there  will  be  a  very  slim  chance  for  improvement  in  quo¬ 
tations  this  season.  Most  of  the  smaller  dealers  are  carrying  light 
stocks,  and  a  little  spell  of  cool  weather  with  a  suspicion  of  frost 
in  the  air  would  quickly  change  the  situation  as  regards  inquiry 
and  demand,  though  it  is  doubtful  if  it  would  have  any  effect  on 
prices,  as  there  is  still  a  large  amount  of  cheap  coal  being 
offered,  not  only  by  the  purchasers  of  July  coal,  but  also  by  some 
of  the  shippers — those  who  have  been  holding  at  about  the  regu 
lar  circular  who  now  want  their  share  of  the  tonnage  selling  at 
current  figures.  The  recent  torrid  weather,  only  just  broken,  has 
been  detrimental  to  the  anthracite  selling  interests,  as  buyers  of 
every  degree  have  thought  more  of  endeavoring  to  keep  cool  than 
they  have  of  purchasing  supplies  of  coal.  Shipments  of  coal  into 
the  interior  continue  fair,  but  it  is  largely  made  up  of  purchases 
made  some  weeks  ago.  The  prospects  for  any  great  activity  in 
the  demand  for  anthracite  in  the  very  near  future  is  not  particu¬ 
larly  bright,  for  although  much  will  depend  upon  the  weather,  it 
is  generally  well  understood  that  the  majority  of  dealers  bought 
more  or  less  coal  two  months  ago,  and  until  that  is  distributed 
there  cannot  be  any  great  reaction  such  as  would  affect  the 
shippers. 

Bituminous  coal  in  certain  lines  begins  to  show  a  slightly  bet¬ 
ter  demand,  principally  for  manufacturing  and  industrial  pur¬ 


poses,  while  in  other  directions  there  is  a  slight  falling  off— not 
very  heavy.  A  number  of  railroads  which  had  been  accumulating 
stock  have  reduced  their  orders  on  contracts,  but  as  soon  as  the 
grain  begins  to  move  in  large  volume,  which  will  be  very  soon, 
they  will  be  obliged  to  increase  their  requisitions.  The  drop  in 
the  temperature  during  the  present  week  has  somewhat  stimu¬ 
lated  the  inquiry  and  demand  for  commercial  coal,  orders  for  the 
past  few  days  have  been  more  plentiful,  and  the  general  outlook 
for  business  from  interior  towns  is  for  a  steadily  increasing  trade 
in  this  line.  As  regards  prices  of  coal  of  all  kinds,  there  has  been 
a  weakening,  chiefly  on  account  of  so  many  of  the  coal-carrying 
roads  making  special  tariffs  to  protect  the  mines  along  their  lines, 
though  the  accumulation  of  coal  on  track  cuts  quite  a  figure. 
Eastern  coals  have  also  suffered  to  some  extent  and  quotations 
on  these  have  been  shaded  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree  accord¬ 
ing  to  circumstances.  It  is  becoming  more  plainly  evident  that 
the  eight-hour  day  instead  of  the  ten-hour  day  in  the  mines 
has  affected  the  output  more  than  20  per  cent,  and  consequently 
increased  the  cost  of  getting  the  coal.  Some  instances  could  be 
named  where  the  mining  is  now  carried  on  at  an  absolute  loss 
every  day  at  the  present  selling  price  of  coal.  This  is  a  condi¬ 
tion  which  will  have  to  be  remedied  speedily. 

Coke  shows  no  improvement  either  in  demand  or  price,  and 
both  are  irregular  and  uncertain.  ' 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  continued  dullness  in 
anthracite  coal.  What  with  the  holiday  season  and  the  intense 
heat  little  business  has  been  done,  and  the  first  week  of  Septem¬ 
ber  shows  no  improvement  over  the  quietude  experienced  during 
August.  The  belief,  however,  is  general  that  the  first  cold  wave 
will  impart  considerable  impetus  to  the  coal  trade,  as  dealers  ap¬ 
pear  determined  to  hold  off  until  a  certain  demand  from  consum¬ 
ers  is  in  evidence.  The  far  East  is  taking  little  coal  at  present,  but 
it  is  understood  that  a  fair  amount  of  coal  has  been  sold  in  that 
territory  for  optional  delivery  later  in  the  year.  So  far  as  can  be 
learned,  the  companies  are  maintaining  prices,  with  little  present 
indication  of  future  weakness.  The  rumor  of  price  cutting  by  the 
Jersey  Central  is  officially  denied.  The  output  for  September  is 
not  definitely  fixed,  but  it  is  expected  it  will  be  the  same  as  ob¬ 
tained  in  August — 3,500,000  tons,  which,  taking  into  considera¬ 
tion  the  small  stock  at  tidewater,  should  keep  the  market  steady. 
The  only  shortage  reported  is  on  Lehigh  egg  coal.  The  sea¬ 
board  soft  coal  trade  continues  very  quiet,  the  movement  being 
largely  on  old  contracts,  and  the  tonnage  on  these  is  being  re¬ 
duced  to  some  extent.  Probably  more  business  could  be  done  if 
operators  would  accept  orders  at  the  prevailing  low  prices,  but 
this  they  decline,  as  there  is  no  margin  for  profit.  Many  manu¬ 
facturing  concerns  have  not  yet  commenced  running  full,  and 
until  they  do  shipments  will  be  proportionately  light.  New  York 
harbor  trade  shows  rather  more  activity,  but  orders  are  small  and 
the  aggregate  tonnage  is  not  heavy.  Export  trade  has  been 
good,  but  will  probably  be  curtailed  somewhat,  now  that  the 
Welsh  miners  have  returned  to  work.  Transportation  from  mines 
to  tide  is  good,  while  car  supply  is  only  fair,  and  embargoes  are 
still  placed  on  cars  to  foreign  roads. 

Detroit  advices  are  that  while  there  is  very  little  coal  of  any 
kind  moving,  prices  on  anthracite  are  fairly  steady,  but  those  on 
bituminous  are  somewhat  demoralized  owing  to  the  effort  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  rates  of  freight.  Shippers  of  anthracite  coal  are  mak¬ 
ing  no  effort  to  do  business,  as  they  feel  satisfied  to  let  the  trade 
alone  until  coal  is  actually  wanted,  when  all  expect  a  share,  as 
the  prospects  are  that  there  will  be  a  good  demand.  Bituminous 
coal,  except  for  factory  use,  has  been  very  quiet,  but  the  outlook 
is  regarded  as  excellent,  and  that  an  unusually  large  trade  will  be 
done.  All  industrial  plants  are  running  on  full  time,  and  this  is 
the  most  prosperous  year  Detroit  has  enjoyed  since  1892.  The 
consumption  of  steam  coal  is  quite  large. 

Philadelphia  advices  are  that  the  sales  agents  of  the  anthracite 
companies  attribute  the  present  dullness  to  the  backwardness  of 
the  season  rather  than  to  any  demoralization  of  prices.  As 
dealers’  stocks  are  believed  to  be  light,  any  sudden  fall  in  the 
temperature  will  soon  be  felt  by  wholesalers.  Consumers  gen- 

Market  Review  continued  on  page  204. 
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PRICES  F.  O.  li.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 


September  y,  i8q8. 

Broken  Egg-  Stove. 

Companies  Free  Burning 

White  Ash .  $3-65  ^3-9°  ?4-i5 

STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . 

Buckwheat . 

Rice . 


Nut 

S3.90 

$2.00-$2.50 
1.65-  2.00 
.  1.30-  1.45 


AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 


White  ash . . 

Pink  ash .  5-5° 

Red  ash .  5-75 


The  anthracite  coal  trade,  as  might  be  expected  with  the  thermometer  up  in 
the  nineties,  continues  very  dull.  Little  business  has  been  done  so  lar  this 
month.  What  with  the  intense  heat  and  the  holidays  most  of  the  coal  men  have 
given  more  thought  to  their  personal  comfort  than  to  the  coal  trade,  and  the 
advent  of  September  has  therefore  not  brought  with  it  that  impetus  to  trade 
that  was  anticipated  it  would  some  time  ago.  The  belief  is  nevertheless  that 
the. first  cold  wave  will  bring  in  a  large  amount  of  orders  which  will  keep  all 
the  shippers  busy,  as  dealers  generally  at  all  points  are  apparently  determined 
to  hold  off  until  a  certain  demand  from  the  consumers  is  in  evidence.  The 
far  East  is  taking  but  little  coal,  thouyh  it  is  thought  that  a  fair 
amount  of  coal  has  been  sold  m  this  market  lately  for  optional  deli¬ 
very  later  in  the  season.  While  this  practice  usually  has  a  demoralizing  ef¬ 
fect  upon  the  market,  it  has  shown  no  bad  results  so  far,  for  the  reason  it  is 
thougat  that  the  present  prices  will  likely  prevail  for  the  rest  of  the  season. 
Rum'o'-s  would  indicate  that  prices  in  this  territory  have  been  shaded  more 
during  the  week  than  they  have  been,  but  on  investigation  we  find  that  these 
cuts  are  being  made  through  the  usual  channels  and  therefore  do  not  attract 
much  attention.  The  companies  so  far  a.s  we  can  learn  are  all  holding  firmly 
to  prices,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  any  special  cutting  will  be  indulged  in,  as 
they  all  realize  the  folly  of  breaking  the  market  when  ]ust  on  the  eve  of  any 
active  fa  1  trade.  The  report  that  the  Jersey  Central  were  cutting  the  prices 
is  denied  officially,  and  no  doubt  this  report  is  due  to  certain  competitive 
business  which  is  usually  shaded  to  some  extent.  It  is  not  denied  that  there 
is  an  anxiety  apparent  in  the  m  irket  to  sell  coal  by  certain  interests,  but  this 
does  not  seem  to  affect  the  trade  in  a  general  way,  and  little  regard  is  paid  to 
it.  The  output  for  the  month  of  September,  it  seems,  is  not  definitely  fixed 
upon  yet,  though  the  opinion  is  that  the  tonnage  will  be  the  same  as  for  the 
month  of  August,  3,500,000  tons.  This,  considering  the  small  stocks  at  tide 
and  in  dealers’  hands,  is  not  thought  to  be  large,  and  .should  keep  the  market 
firm  which  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  as  September  is  always  considered 
the  crucial  month  of  the  year.  We  hear  of  no  shortage  of  the  various  sizes 
outside  of  Lehigh  egg  coal.  .  .  ,  .  •  .  j  • 

The  soft  coal  trade  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  continues  very  quiet  and  m 
fact  little  else  is  looked  for  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Shipments  on  old  con¬ 
tracts  are  going  forward  in  a  regular  way  without  much  comment  and  even 
these  have  been  cut  down  in  some  instances.  No  doubt  more  business  could 
be  done  if  operators  were  inclined  to  accept  the  low  prices  that  prevail,  but 
these  figures  have  got  down  to  a  point  where  even  the  cheap  grades  of  coal 
are  being  held  back,  as  they  cannot  see  a  new  dollar  for  an  old  one  in  these 
transactions.  There  has  been  some  complaint  during  the  week  of 
shipments  being  tied  up  on  account  of  the  lack  of  a  ceiTain 

class  of  vessels  and  the  blocking  up  of  coal  at  shipping  ports.  This 
has  brought  in  a  few  orders  which  have  been  shopped  arourd  the 
market  and  has  created  the  impression  that  trade  was  irnproving,  but  on  in¬ 
vestigation  it  was  found  that  these  same  orders  were  in  different  shippers’ 
hands.  Reports  from  the  various  consuming  territories  would  indicate  that 
manufacturing  concerns  have  not  yet  started  up  on  full  time  and  are  only  re¬ 
quiring  that  proportion  of  coal  in  their  works.  In  the  far  East  most  consum¬ 
ers  have  enough  coal  on  hand  to  keep  their  mills  going  for  some  time,  and  are 
not  calling  for  any  more  coal  than  they  require.  However  this  territory  seems 
to  take  proportionately  as  much  coal  as  any  of  the  other  territories.  Sound 
trade  is  quiet  and  little  improvement  is  anticipated  from  this  field 
for  some  time  yet.  New  York  Harbor  trade  has  shown  a  little 
more  activity,  though  orders  coming  in  are  small  and  do  not 
amount  to  much  in  the  aggregate.  Export  trade  has  been  good,  and  while 
these  shipments  will  likely  be  curtailed  to  some  extent  now  that  the  labor  dif¬ 
ficulties  in  the  Welsh  mines  have  been  settled,  yet  some  of  the  larger  concerns 
have  been  m  iking  efforts  to  secure  some  of  this  trade,  and  it  is  thought  that  a 
permanent  business  will  be  established  for  American  coal  in  some  of  the  for- 

^'^"TYansportition  from  mines  to  tide  is  good,  though  the  banking  up  of 
coal  at  loading  ports  has  hampered  the  loading  of  vessels  to  some  extent.  Car 
supply  is  only” fair.  Embargoes  are  still  placed  on  cars  to  foreign  vessels. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  of  a  medium  class  are  scarce,  the 
unfavorable  winds  of  the  past  few  weeks  not  having  permitted  vessels  in  the 
Ea'-t  to  return.  Rates  are  unchanged,  though  the  large  class  of  vessels  are  in¬ 
clined  to  shade  current  figures.  We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  as  follows;  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland  55-60.  Sound  ports  50. 
Wareham  70,  Lynn  65-70,  Newburyport  65-70,  Portsmouth  and  Bath  60,  Dover 
80-85  and  towage.  Saco  75  and  towage,  Bangor  and  Gardiner6o-65  with  towage 
to  latter  port.  The  further  lower  ports  are  quoted  5  cents  above  these  rates. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  $1.60  to 
fti  75  f  o  b.  Philadelphia,  $1.25  to  $1.50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  S1.65  to  $1.75 
on  the  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  $2.10  to 
$2  20  on  the  higher  grades,  and  $1.60  to  $1.75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


The  strike  at  the  Coleraine  Colliery,  Hazleton,  Pa.,  of  the  Vanwickle  es¬ 
tate  has  been  amicably  adjusted  and  the  men  have  returned  to  work. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

September  6,  i8q8. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  has  not  developed  any  new  features  since  the 
occasion  of  our  last  report.  The  sales  agents  of  the  various  companies  never¬ 
theless  are  very  cheerful  over  the  situation,  and  attribute  the  dullness  of  the 
trade  rather  to  the  delayed  season  than  to  any  demoralization.  The  hot  wave 
of  the  past  week  has  kept  householders  from  returning  to  the  city  as  early  as 
they  otherwise  would  and  this  is  delaying  trade  just  that  much.  Dealers’ 
stocks  are  thought  to  be  light  and  any  demand  from  the  consumer  will  be  im¬ 
mediately  reflected  into  the  wholesale  m  irket.  which  it  is  expected  will  task 
shippers  to  their  full  capacity  on  the  first  fall  of  the  temperature.  Consumers 
generally  have  notput  inany  of  their  winter  stocks  asyet,  contrary  to  theircus- 
toms  of  p-ist  years,  as  with  their  experiences  of  the  past  year  is  still  fresh  in 
their  mem  iries,  they  prefer  to  take  their  chances  011  prices  advancing  than  to 
stock  up  at  the  figures  that  have  prevailed  since  the  early  season.  This  has  left 
consumers  still  pretty  bare  and  will  necessitate  a  considerable  movement  of 
coal  when  actual  buying  does  set  in.  There  is  a  little  more  anxiety  apparent 
on  the  part  of  one  or  two  interests  in  regard  to  the  movement  of  coal,  and  we 
understand  that  some  saies  have  been  made  for  future  delivery,  which,  of 
course,  is  optional  with  the  buyer  whether  this  coal  will  be  shipped  or  not. 
The  larger  interests,  however,  are  making  no  effort  to  force  sales  just  now, 
realizing  that  any  reduction  in  price  at  this  time  would  bring  little  or  no  re¬ 
sults,  and  would  only  tend  to  jeopardize  the  market  later  on.  T rade  eastward, 
like  the  other  consuming  territories,  is  very  (luiet;  an  occasional  cargo  is  being 
shipped,  hut  this  manifests  little  fife.  Some  shipments  are  being  made  to 
shoal  water  ports,  but  the  season  being  still  eai ly  ih  s  business  is  not  urged 
mu^h  as  yet.  Line  trade  proper  is  very  dull,  and  oatside  of  some  of  the 
special  coals  and  the  steam  sizes  there  is  pr  ictically  nothing  doing.  Prices 
on  the  whole  are  well  maintained.  Of  course  'there  are  rumors  going  around 
of  concessions,  but  outside  of  the  usual  cuts  there  have  been  no  developments 
in  this  line  to  cause  any  alarm.  The  individual  operators  are  shading  the  list 
fully  25  cents  a  ton,  though  it  would  be  hard  to  buy  from  the  corripanies  at  this 
figure,  and  for  future  deliveries  they  are  asking  full  schedule  price. 

The  bituminous  market  continues  very  slow,  there  being  in  fact  nothing 
new  or  different  from  the  status  that  has  existed  for  some  weeks  past.  The 
mines  are  only  working  in  part  time  and  shipments  in  many  instances  have 
fallen  off  to  where  it  is  hard  to  even  keep  the  operations  going  on  this  basis. 
The  consuming  element  in  the  manufacturing  line  report  that  they  are  not  re¬ 
quiring  full  supplies  owing  to  their  works  still  running  on  short  time,  and  which 
will  likely  continue  while  the  warm  weather  lasts.  Miuy  of  the  operators,  too, 
have  declined  to  accept  transient  business  on  account  of  the  low  prices  named, 
as  they  prefer  to  close  their  mines  rather  than  to  give  aw  ly  their  product.  The 
only  business  that  has  been  worth  seeking  after  has  been  the  export  trade,  which 
continues  good  and  the  outlook  for  future  developments  is  very  propitious. 
The  Steamship  Bunkering  Association  reports  progress;  the  several  smaller 
shippers  who  were  holding  off  have  now  come  into  the  association  and  the  be¬ 
lie!  is  that  much  gotd  will  re-ult  from  this  organization  in  the  way  of  securing 
better  prices  on  this  business  next  year. 

Transport  ition  is  good,  though  some  complaint  is  heard  in  regard  to  a 
shortage  of  cars,  and  emb  irgoes  are  placed  on  all  shipments  of  the  main  line 
roads. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  scarce  and  in  demand,  though 
rates  are  unchanged  and  inclined  to  be  weak  in  the  larger  class  of  vessels.  We 
quote  current  rates  of  freight  fr  tm  Philadelphia  as  follows:  Boston,  Salem 
and,  Portland  55-60.  Sound  ports  50,  Wareham  70,  Lynn  and  Newburyport  65- 
70,  Portsmouth  and  Bath  60,  Dover  80-85  an  1  towage,  Saco  75  and  towage 
Bangor  and  Gardin?r  60-65  with  towage  to  latter  port. 


ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

September  8, 1898. 

Conditions  show  very  little  change  from  last  report.  The  temp  trature 
dropped  suddenly  this  week  to  a  point  strongly  suggestive  of  fall  weather  and 
grate  fires,  but  no  one  has  much  confidence  in  its  continuance  evi-lently,  and 
the  yard  business  shows  little  signs  of  responding  to  it  as  yet.  D  imestic  busi¬ 
ness  is  exasperatingly  quiet,  even  more  so  than  it  was  last  year,  and  some 
retail  dealers  say  last  month  was  the  quietest  August  thev  have  known  for 
some  years.  Take  it  all  in  all,  however,  the  movement  of  bituminous  coal  is 
of  very  fair  proDortions,  although  prices  are  decidedly  unsatisfactory.  The 
bulk  of  the  coal  now  being  sold  is  steam  coal,  and  deliveries  on  contract  are 
rather  larger  than  usual,  it  being  a  m  itter  of  general  comment  that  there  is 
more  manufacturing  activity  throughout  the  city  than  for  several  years  past. 

Current  wholesale  quotations  o  t  bituminous,  car  lots,  f.  o.  b.  East  St. 
Louis,  are  as  follows: 

Big  Muddy  and  Hurricane,  1.87!^;  Trenton,  1.62!^;  Second  grades,  1.35; 
Mt.  Olive,  1. 10;  Standard  i.oo.  On  standard  at  least  the  quotation  is  largely 
nominal.  One  company  at  least  is  quoting  $1.05  and  claims  it  is  maintaining 
it  on  a  superior  quality  of  coal  and  will  lose  business  rather  than  cut.  On  the 
other  hand  there  is  a  great  deal  of  coal  being  offered  at  05  cents,  and  a  hun¬ 
ter  for  a  90  cent  figure  would  not  be  disappointed  on  mine  run  coal.  The 
general  impression  is  that  concessions  are  being  made  on  freight  rates. 

In  anthracite  the  condition  remains  very  unsatisfactory,  both  as  to  sales 
and  prices.  The  open  quotation  for  car  lots,  f.  o.  b..  East  St.  Louis,  is  $5.00 
and  $5.25  for  broken  and  smaller  sizes  respectivelv,  but  quotations  of  $i.go 
and  $5.15  and  occasionally  lower  figures  are  heard  of.  The  nominal  ret  iil 
prices  delivered  in  St.  Louis,  are  S6.25  and  $6.50,  and  some  of  the  companies 
insist  that  they  are  maintaining  these  figures  as  a  rule  and  will  not  shade  them 
except  to  meet  competition  or  lose  regular  customers,  but  there  seems  to  be 
considerable  “competition  ”  Buyers  are  not  plentiful  at  any  price,  as  there 
seems  to  be  a  feeling  that  retail  prices  may  go  lower. 

Receipts  of  bituminous  coal  at  East  St.  Louis  from  Illinois  mines  during 
August,  as  reported  by  the  St.  Louis  Traffic  Bureau  were  271,713  tons  as 
against  103,132  tons  in  August  1897,  and  236,934  tons  in  August  1896,  and  as 
against  241,664  tons  in  July  1898. 

The  output  of  coal  of  the  state  of  Missouri  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1898,  will  show  an  increase  of  over  500,000  tons  as  compared  with  the  year 
before. 
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The  Black  Diamond. 


CHICAGO  MARKET. 

The  cheap  anthracite  coal  of  July  is  everywhere  in  evidence  in  the  local 
market,  and  street  silesmen  are  offering  it  at  but  a  slight  advance  over  the 
selling  price  in  that  month,  $4-5*^'  even  under  those  figures  is  quite  com¬ 
mon.  There  is  very  little  inquiry  or  actual  demand  for  coal,  and  the  low 
prices  at  which  it  is  offered  by  some  of  the  wholesalers  does  not  stimulate  bus¬ 
iness,  on  the  contrary,  it  appears  to  make  the  would-be  buyers  timorous,  with 
the  usual  hold-off  result.  The  market  is  consequently  very  uncertain,  as  all 
sorts  of  prices  are  being  quoted;  as  one  shipper  pointedly  remarked,  “there  is 
nearly  a  dollar’s  difference  in  the  selling  quotations,  so  that  there  is  actually 
no  regular  market  price  at  present,  and  as  to  how  long  it  will  last  depends  en¬ 
tirely  upon  how  soon  the  July  coal  is  a  isnrbed  bv  the  tra  e  and  consumers.” 
The  amount  of  business  being  done  by  any  of  the  shippers  is  exceedingly  light, 
this  IS  according  to  their  own  report,  and  as  tiiere  are  very  few  if  any  salesmen 
on  the  road,  they,  apparently,  are  not  expecting  much  trade,  either  locally  or 
from  the  outside,  until  later  in  the  month.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  say 
that  there  is  still  quite  a  large  tonnage  of  coal  to  be  placed  on  first  orders  for 
coal  for  fall  delivery  in  suburban  towns  as  well  as  for  city  trade,  and  these 
should  come  in  before  September  wanes.  Should  this  business  not  material¬ 
ize  it  will  be  safe  to  conclude  that  the  July  sales  must  have  been  heavier  than 
was  supposed.  Retail  trade  in  the  city  is  very  light  and  delivered  prices  still 
show  a  great  variation — much  greater  than  should  obtain  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  notwithstanding  the  low  price  at  which  it  is  wholesaled. 

Bituminous  coal  is  just  beginning  to  feel  the  impetus  imparted  by  the  in¬ 
creased  demand  from  manufacturing  concerns  and  also  on  recount  of  the  ad¬ 
vancing  season.  Many  industrial  plants  which  have  been  running  quite  lightly 
during  the  summer  are  now  increasing  their  capacity  and  consuming  more 
coal.  During  the  past  week  there  has  been  some  little  improvement  in  the 
demand  for  coal  for  domestic  purposes,  and  coals  that  are  especially  adapted 
for  this  use  will  soon  be  in  better  demand  from  wholesalers.  Some  shippers 
already  report  that  inquiry  has  been  better  during  the  latter  part  of  the  week, 
and  with  anything  like  normal  fall  weather  there  should  be  a  steady  and  in¬ 
creasing  demand  for  domestic  coal.  Locally  and  through  the  manufacturing 
suburban  districts  there  continues  a  moderately  fair  demand  for  steam  coal. 
The  general  weakening  in  freight  tariffs  on  coal  has  tended  to  depress  prices 
which  are  neither  steady  nor  strong  on  any  kind.  Screenings  are  flat  and  some 
varieties  practically  go  begging,  as  there  is  quite  an  accumulation,  both  here 
and  at  mines.  Even  some  of  the  high  grades  of  West  Virginia  and  other 
coals  are  now  being  shaded  to  effect  a  movement.  The  troublous  times  in 
the  Pana,  Ill.,  district  continue,  and  the  situation  is  regarded  as  quite  serious. 
The  town  of  Pana  has  been  turned  over  to  the  county  Sheriff  for  protection. 

Coke  is  in  irregular  demand  and  there  is  little  activity  for  this  fuel  for 
foundry  use,  while  prices  are  low  and  uncertain. 


BOSTON,  MASS. 

September  7,  i8q8. 

There  has  been  rather  more  buying  in  hard  roal  this  week,  yet  trade  .s 
far  from  active.  The  yard  men  still  feei  that  by  holding  out  they  will  lose 
nothing.  Prices  are  strongly  maintained  by  the  i  ompanies. 

Quotations  for  stove  sizes  f.  o.  b.  are 'yet  jst.io  at  New  York,  with  stove 
and  chestnut  at  $3.85,  and  broken  at  $3.60.  Lykens  X’alley  stove  is  quoted  at 
$5.10. 

There  is  yet  a  quiet  tone  at  retail  with  no  change  in  prices.  Stove  deliv¬ 
ered  is  selling  at  S5 ;  egg  and  nut  at  $475:  furnace,  ^4.50;  pea,  ^3. 50;  Frank¬ 
lin  $6.50;  Cumberland,  $3. 

There  are  very  few  new  orders  for  soft  coal  coming  to  the  surface,  consum¬ 
ers  for  the  most  part  being  well  supplied  on  old  orders.  The  shipments  into  this 
port  are  not  large  either. 

George’s  Creek  Cumberland,  Si.ysig - per  ton;  Clearfield  Si. 451^  1.55  at 

Philadelphia;  and  Baltimore,  $1.70(^1.75;  New  River  and  Pocahontas  coals, 
- $1-75  at  Newport  News  and  Nortolk. 

Freight  rates.— The  vessel  rates  are  very  firm,  changing  little  or  none  from 
last  week. 

Rates  are  as  follows:  from  New  York  40@50i  ;  from  Philadelphia,  6o@ 
65c;  from  Baltimore  70@75;  from  Newport  News,  7o@7Sc,  and  from  Norfolk, 
7o@  75 . 

The  receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  in  this  port  the  past  week 
and  since  January  i,  compared  with  last  year,  have  been: 

— i8g8—  —1897 — 

Week.  Year.  Week.  Year. 


Anthracite .  12,110  1,129,187  40,888  1,331,848 

Bituminous .  16,813  1,200,235  52,489  1,004,985 


CONNELLSVILLE,  PA. 

September  6,  1898. 


The  Courier  says:  “The  coke  trade  for  last  week  seemed  to  give  indica¬ 
tions  of  that  revival  which  has  been  expected  to  develop  during  the  fall.  The 
demand  brightened  up  to  the  extent  of  320  cars,  a  id  production  followed  by 
going  up  a  few  thousand  tons.  The  working  time  was  increased  all  around, 
and  a  few  ovens  were  blown  in. 

Our  detailed  report  of  the  operation  and  production  fcfr  the  Connellsville 
region  for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  August  27,  shows  18,643  ovens,  of  which 
13,509  are  active  and  5,134  idle,  the  estimated  production  for  the  week  having 
been  138,222  tons,  as  compared  with  135883  tons  the  week  previous.  The 
Cambria  Iron  company  fired  twenty  ovens  at  Morrell  which  had  been  out  of 
blast  for  many  months.  No  other  efianges  are  reported  in  the  active  and  idle 
list  of  ovens.” 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2.000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption  are  as  follows: 


To  Pittsburg . $0.55 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley . 1.10 

To  Cleveland,  O . 1.40 

To  Buffalo,  N.  Y . 1.75 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 2.10 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 1.75 

To  Toledo,  O . 2.05 

To  Columbus,  O . 1.45 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . 2.25 

To  Louisville,  Ky . 2.75 

To  Chicago.  Ill . 2.25 


To  St.  Louis,  Mo . $2.&0 

To  East  St.  Louis . 2.25 

To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

To  Joliet,  III . 2.25 

To  Peoria,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Baltimore . 1.95 

To  Boston . 3  50 

To  Montreal,  Can . 3.91% 

To  New  York . 2.94 

To  Philadelphia . 2.15 


DETROIT,  MICH. 

September  8, 1898. 

For  several  weeks  there  has  been  very  little  to  report  from  this  market, 
as  trade  has  been  quiet.  Very  little  coal  is  moving,  but  prices  are  fairly  firm, 
and  dealers  are  all  satisfied  to  let  the  trade  alone  till  the  time  comes  when 
coal  will  be  wanted  by  the  consumers.  None  of  our  dealers  have  made  the 
effort  to  do  business  that  they  put  forth  in  former  years,  and  the  trade  is  in 
better  condition  for  it.  There  is  no  doubt  of  a  big  trade  at  remunerative  prices, 
and  all  of  the  dealers  will  get  their  share.  The  present  price  of  coal  on  cars 
at  Detroit  is  $4.55,  and  the  retail  price  is  $5.50. 

Bituminous  trade  has  been  very  quiet  except  for  factory  use,  for  which 
contracts  were  made  some  time  ago.  The  bituminous  prices  are  in  a  state  of 
demoralization  owing  to  an  effort  to  advance  freight  rates  on  the  loth  of  June, 
but  which  has  never  actually  been  put  into  effect  on  various  contracts.  As  the 
fall  trade  opens  up,  prices  will  no  doubt  right  themselves,  and  it  is  expected 
1  an  unusually  large  trade  will  be  done.  Our  factories  are  running  full  time 
and  employing  their  full  quota  of  men,  making  this  one  of  the  most  prosper- 
,  ous  years  that  Detroit  has  known  since  '92.  This,  of  course,  will  be  felt  very 
largely  by  the  coal  dealers  whose  trade  has  been  affected  for  a  few  years  by 
reason  of  the  Poor  Commission  supplying  many  tons  of  coal  that  would  have 
been  ordered  from  the  dealers  had  the  circumstances  of  the  consumers  per¬ 
mitted. 

Following  are  the  prices  of  coal  on  cars  at  Detroit: 

ANTHRACITE. 

Grate . $4-33  Egg.stoveand  chestnut . 1S4-5S 

BITUMINOUS. 

Massillon,  Lump . $2.30  Jackson  Hill,  Lump . $2.30 

Hocking,  “  .  2.u  West  Virginia,  “  .  2.30 

SMITHING. 

Piedmont . $3-iS  Lilly . $3.iS 

CANNED. 

Falling  Rock . $5.00  Butts’ . $3.40 

COKE. 

Connellsville  Foundry . $4.00  Connellsville  Crushed . $4.10 


The  Kansas  City,  Pittsburg  &  Gulf  R.  R.,  whose  southern  terminal  is  at 
Port  Arthur,  is  now  furnishing  four  big  railroad  systems  with  coal,  which  is  all 
new  business  within  four  months.  The  new  coal  elevator  is  expected  to  be 
finished  by  the  middle  of  October  and  will  be  used  for  coaling  vessels. 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

September  3,  1898. 

There  have  been  the  following  deliveries  of  coal  during  the  week,  viz., 
seven  from  Washington  with  17,912  tons;  two  from  Oregon,  1,085  tons;  one 
from  British  Columbia,  4,322  tons;  one  from  Swansea,  1,975  tons;  one  from 
Australia,  2,950  tons;  one  from  Baltimore,  3,010  tons;  total,  31,260  tons.  The 
quantity  at  hand  this  week  is  just  about  equal  to  the  amount  of  our  weekly 
consumption,  so  that  stocks  in  yard  are  not  diminished.  It  was  generally 
rumored  that  the  coaling  of  transports  and  government  vessels  would  consume 
about  all  the  reserves  here  in  yard;  such  is  not  the  case,  as  there  is  abundance 
here  to  meet  all  current  requirements.  Prices  remain  steady,  although  all 
the  agents  of  the  Colonial  Collieries  will  not  biok  orders  after  January  next, 
at  present  ruling  prices;  to  offset  this  advance  the  Swansea  Collieries  have  re¬ 
commenced  work,  and  liberal  shipments  may  be  looked  for  from  that  sec¬ 
tion.  They  have  now  become  cognizant  of  the  fact  that  the  British  Admiralty 
is  not  confined  to  Cardiff  for  its  supply  of  fuel  suitable  to  their  purpose. 
Pocahontas  (American)  has  been  contracted  for  in  large  ([uantities,  over  60,000 
tons  being  already  ordered  for  the  English  Navy. 

From  this  time  forward,  coal  fluctuations  will  be  regulated  entirely  by 
climatic  influences,  as  early  seasonable  rains  promising  us  a  bounteous  har¬ 
vest  in  1899,  will  infiuence  freight  rates  on  coal  inwards,  and  cause  a  softening 
of  values,  whereas  a  continuation  of  dry  weather  will  have  the  reverse  effect. 
Two  successive  dry  seasons  will  have  a  most  deleterious  influence  on  the 
quantity  of  fuel  consumed,  although  the  prices  would  rule  higher. 

DULUTH  AND  SUPERIOR. 

September  8,  1898. 

Coal  shipments  from  the  head  of  the  lakes  are  not  very  heavy  just  now. 
There  was  quite  a  rush  about  the  first  of  the  month,  but  this  has  quieted  down 
now.  The  lull  will  hardly  last  long,  however,  and  a  daily  increase  in  ship¬ 
ments  will  be  noted.  October  is  always  the  heaviest  month  here.  Coal  receipts 
are  still  rather  large  and  the  docks  are  well  filled.  Unless  there  is  an  early 
vigorous  movement  out  they  will  soon  be  crowded. 

Hocking  coal  is  sold  at  $2.25,  and  is  firm  at  that  price.  It  would  be  no 
surprise  here  if  the  price  advanced  a  little.  Hard  coal  is  held  at  $5.25,  but 
there  is  not  much  selling. 

About  all  of  the  contracts  of  any  conseijiience  have  been  made  in  the 
northwest  by  this  time. 
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HUFFAU),  Ji.  Y. 

September  8,  i8q8. 

There  is  much  improvement  in  the  business  of  the  local  anthracite  market. 
Retail  dealers  in  this  vicinity  are  laying  in  their  winter  supply  and  taking 
coal  freely.  The  business  is  showing  more  activity  than  at  any  time  this  year . 

In  bituminous  coal  very  extensive  tonnage  is  being  handled,  but  the  prices 
show  no  improvement  and  manufacturers  are  buying  coal  at  prices  at  least  as 
low  as  any  which  have  ever  prevailed  in  this  market.  Quoted  prices  remain 
unchanged  as  follows: 

P'or  anthracite  coal,  wholesale  prices  in  cars  at  Buffalo  or  Suspension 
Bridge,  2,240  pounds,  S4  for  grate;  S4. 25  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut.  These 
<lu<itations  are  50  cents  lower  than  prices  on  January  i. 

For  anthracite  coal,  2,240  pounds,  delivered  free  on  board  of  vessels  at 
Buffalo,  prices  on  .May  i  were:  $4.30  for  grate;  {£4.55  for  egg,  stove  and  chest¬ 
nut:  retail,  within  the  city  limits,  2,000  pounds,  delivered  May  i,  $4.50  on  grate; 
S4.75  tor  stove  and  chestnut,  and  $4  for  pea.  Blossberg  sells  at  1^4. 

For  bituminous  coal,  2,000  pounds  car  lots  on  track,  Buffalo,  Allegheny 
region,  screened  lump,  $1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  $1.50;  run  of  mine,  $1.40; 
nut  and  s  ack  mixed.  Si. 25;  slack.  Si. 15.  Reynoldsville  region,  screened  lump, 
S1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  Si.6o;  run  of  mine.  Si. 50;  nut  and  slack  mixed. 
Si. 30;  slack,  $1.20.  Pittsburg  region,  screened  lump.  81.70;  lump  and  nut 
mixed,  Si.6o;  run  of  mine.  Si. 50;  nut.  Si. 50;  slack.  S'—o.  Fairmont  region, 
screened  lump.  Si. 70;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  Si.6o;  run  of  mine.  Si. 50;  slack, 
SI. 20.  Mercer  County  region,  screened  lump,  S1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed. 
Si  50:  tun  of  mine,  $1.40;  slack,  SmS-  Briar  Hill  region,  screened  lump,  S3-35; 
Cannel  coal.  No.  i,  84- 

Coke  is  quoted  at  83,15  for  Reynoldsville  and  S4-05  for  Connellsville  per 
net  ton  in  car  lots  on  tracts. 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  September  3  are 
the  largest  of  the  year,  aggregating  120,925  tons.  These  shipments  were  dis¬ 
tributed  as  follows:  Chicago,  59,925;  Milwaukee,  27,750;  Duluth,  9800;  To¬ 
ledo,  2,000;  Superior,  13,600;  Menominee,  1,250;  St.  Ignace,  400;  Manitowoc, 
1,700:  Depot  Harbor,  1,250;  Port  Huron,  700;  Green  Bay,  2,550. 

The  freight  market  is  quite  firm  especially  to  Lake  Michigan  ports.  There 
is  a  considerable  supply  of  coal  to  go  forward,  but  more  activity  in  grain  has 
brought  a  large  supply  of  vessels  here  to  take  it. 

The  general  condition  of  the  lake  business  is  strong  and  there  promises  to 
be  a  very  active  movement  both  of  grain  and  ore  this  fall,  and  coal  shippers 
are  ready  to  send  forward  coal  as  rapidly  as  they  can  get  it,  as  they  anticipate 
a  stronger  freight  market  later  on.  Coal  is  also  offered  very  freely  at  Cleveland 
and  other  Ohio  ports,  but  shipments  of  bitumiuous,  both  to  Lake  Michigan 
and  Lake  Superior,  are  well  up  to  requirements,  and  the  expected  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  freight  market  will  come  trom  pressure  of  ore  and  grain  rather 
than  from  any  pressure  to  move  coal,  either  anthracite  or  bituminous. 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for  the  month  of  August  were  443,925 
tons,  and  for  the  season  to  September  i,  1,242,000  tons.  Last  season  the  ship¬ 
ments  to  September  i  were  952.000  tons. 

The  freight  rates  now  prevailing  from  this  port  are  as  follows:  Chicago, 
30c;  Milwaukee,  30c;  Superior,  20c;  Duluth,  20c;  Menominee,  30c;  St.  Ignace, 
40c;  Toledo,  25c;  Manitowoc,  30c;  Green  Bay,  30c;  Port  Huron,  25c;  Depot 
Harbor,  40c. 

_  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

September  8,  1898. 

There  are  better  signs  in  the  local  coal  trade  this  week,  and  indica¬ 
tions  of  more  business  are  seen.  The  fourth  pool  mines,  which  mainly  supply 
the  local  markets,  are  now  very  busy,  and  new  works  are  being  opened  up  in 
that  territory.  In  fact,  the  coal  of  the  fourth  Monongahela  pool  is  in  good 
demand  for  mdl  purposes,  and  its  consumption  is  fast  increasing.  The  miners 
in  the  third  pool  have  at  last  succeeded  in  getting  up  a  strike  for  the  Chicago 
agreement,  and  a  few  of  the  mines  are  closed  down,  but  these  are  idle  mainly 
because  the  operators  are  not  pressed  with  orders.  The  mines  in  the  second 
pool  are  doing  little.  Those  who  were  pushing  the  scheme  for  a  syndicate  of 
coal  sellers  in  this  market  have  been  quite  unsuccessful,  and  the  project  has 
been  abandoned.  Prices  are  now  showing  more  weakness  than  they  have  for 
a  long  time,  and  figures  for  river  coal  are  lower,  being  ciuoted  at  3>^c  per 
bushel  for  lump  coal,  2^c  for  run  of  mine,  and  2'/ic  for  slack.  Railroad  coal 
is  still  (juoted  at  82c  per  ton  at  mine,  81.07  f.  o.  b.  Pittsburg. 

The  Connellsville  coke  trade  presented  a  very  good  showing  during  the 
past  week.  Production  was  not  so  high,  but  the  demand  indicated  through 
shipments  was  cons  derably  improved.  The  ovens  are  being  arranged  for  a 
bigger  production,  and  it  is  expected  that  shipments  will  soon  show  consider¬ 
able  gains.  During  the  past  week  production  was  137,803  tons,  a  slight  gain 
over  the  previous  week,  but  the  shipinents  were  134,947  tons,  an  increase  of 
3,145  tons.  Prices  show  no  material  change. 

WHEELING,  W.  VA. 

Septe.mber  8,  1898. 

There  is  very  little  change  in  the  coal  and  coke  situations  in  West  \'irginia 
this  week.  In  the  Wheeling  district,  the  demand  for  coal  is  a  little  stronger, 
and  is  improving  as  the  season  advances,  and  the  fall  trade  of  iron  and  steel 
makers  grow.  The  retail  trade  is  going  to  be  good  this  winter,  and  already 
mines  are  preparing  for  it.  There  is  quite  a  cold  snap  on  now,  and  it  is 
prornised  that  it  is  to  continue.  As  for  coke,  every  furnace  in  the  Wheeling 
district  IS  fully  employed,  and  is  consuming  all  the  coke  it  can  possibly  find  use 
for.  The  foundries  are  doing  better,  and  shipments  to  this  city  are  larger  than 
they  have  been  before  in  months.  The  outlook  is  good  for  a  long  continuance 
of  these  conditions. 

There  is  not  as  much  coal  transferring  to  the  roads  that  lead  to  the  West  and 
to  lake  ports  as  there  was  two  or  three  weeks  ago.  The  Ohio  mines  are  work¬ 
ing  better,  but  they  are  not  doing  what  they  should  at  this  season.  The  large 
mines  in  the  Eastern  Ohio  di>trict  are  working  less  than  half  time. 

The  f  airmont  region  is  not  as  busy  as  it  was,  but  is  st'll  workine  very  nicely, 
and  the  operators  there  have  no  room  for  complaint.  On  the  West  Virginia 
Central  &  Pittsburg  Railroad  the  mines  and  ovens  are  all  well  employed,  while 
on  the  Norfolk  &  Western  there  is  no  change  from  the  good  conditions  that 
have  been  reported  from  there  for  weeks  and  months. 

The  Kanawha  and  New  River  valleys  are  doing  reasonably  well,  but  are 
not  working  up  to  capacity. 


REVIEW  BY  THE  INDIVIDUAL  OPERATORS’  ASSOCIATION. 

The  September  letter  of  the  Anthracite  Coal  Operators’  Association  says 
of  the  market:  “There  has  been  a  slight  improvement  during  the 
past  month  though  little  mcnase  in  the  buying  movement  has  been 
noted,  and  prices  are  practically  the  same  as  in  the  beginning.  The 
general  tone  is  somewhat  stronger,  and  while  buyers  still  hesitate  to  lay  in  sup¬ 
plies  other  than  for  their  immediate  needs,  they  are  watching  the  situation 
closely  so  as  to  place  their  orders  promptly  should  there  be  any  assurance  of 
an  advance  m  price.  The  general  tendency  is  toward  a  condition  which  may 
place  the  market  again  in  the  hands  of  the  sel  ing  companies,  and  if  this  comes 
about  during  the  month  of  September,  further  strength  may  be  anticipated  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year.  A  fair  amount  ot  coal  has  been  sold  at  present 
prices  for  optional  delivery  at,  a  later  period,  but  whether  this  is  in  greater 
(luantity  than  usual  cannot  be  ascertained  with  any  degree  of  certainty.  This 
practice  has  always  had  an  injurious  effect  upon  the  market,  and  it  cannot  be 
foretold  what  will  result  from  this  season.  From  the  care  with  which  most 
buyers  are  watching  the  movement  of  prices,  it  might  be  inferred  that  such 
provision  for  their  future  needs  has  not  been  greater  than  usual.  The  Western 
market  shows  no  change.  The  advance  in  price  has  been  on  paper  only,  and 
all  the  coal  being  delivered  there,  and  that  going  to  the  consumers’  cellars’  is  at 
the  prices  established  in  July.  There  has  been,  however,  a  greater  cjuantity  of 
coal  taken  by  consumers  than  last  year,  but  this  is  probably  a  temporary 
movement  to  take  supplies  while  this  price  is  assured.  The  Eastern  market 
shows  a  slightly  better  condition  than  that  prevailing  at  tide,  though  this  is, 
thus  far,  largely  m  the  nature  of  inquiries  looking  torward  the  placing'of  orders 
for  future  delivery.” 

(TNCINNATI,  OHIO. 

September  8,  1898. 

The  coal  trade  of  this  city  this  week  has  been  about  as  near  nothing  as  it 
could  be.  In  the  first  place  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  cutting  in  prices, 
which  always  makes  business  dull  until  the  bottom  has  been  reached;  but  this 
week  the  city  has  almost  entirely  forgotten  business  in  its  attempt  to  enter¬ 
tain  perfectly  the  old  soldiers  and  their  friends  in  the  G.  A.  R.  reunion.  The 
affair  was  a  decided  success  in  every  particular,  even  to  weather.  But  return¬ 
ing  to  the  coal  trade,  there  is  not  much  to  say.  Prices  are  unchanged  from 
last  week.  Shippers  are  holding  Pittsburg  coal  afloat  in  barges  at  4>^  and  5 
cents  a  bushel,  which  on  account  of  the  prevailing  low  prices  retail  seem  en¬ 
tirely  too  high.  The  wholesale  price  is  not  too  high— the  retail  price  is  too 
low.  All  kinds  of  river  lump  coal  are  sold;  at  Si. 50  a  ton  at  the  yards  and  ele¬ 
vators,  and  $2.00  a  ton  delivered  to  customers.  Kanawha  coal  wholesale  is 
held  at  4  and  5  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  barges.  Rail  coal  is  quoted  at  Si-fio  to 
S1.75  a  ton  on  tracks  here.  Anthracite  is  steady  and  quiet  at  S5. 50  a  ton  de¬ 
livered  to  consumers. 

Market  Review  continued  from  page  2gi. 
erally,  contrary  to  their  usual  custom,  have  not  put  in  their  win¬ 
ter’s  coal,  as  they  have  been  led  to  understand  that,  if  anything, 
prices  might  be  lower  instead  of  higher — hence  the  movement 
will  be  active  when  it  does  commence.  The  larger  interests  are 
making  no  effort  to  force  the  market.  Bituminous  coal  moves 
very  slowly,  as  manufacturers  are  still  running  on  short  time  and 
do  not  require  full  supplies.  This  is  likely  to  continue  while 
warm  weather  lasts.  Export  trade  is  lively  and  the  prospects  are 
considered  fair  for  its  continuance.  Transportation  is  good,  though 
some  complaint  is  heard  of  shortage  of  cars. 

Our  West  Virginia  correspondent  reports  that  there  is  not  so 
much  coal  being  shipped  to  lake  ports  and  to  the  West  as  there 
was  several  weeks  ago.  The  Fairmont  region  is  not  so  busy  as  it 
was,  but  is  doing  fairly  well  and  operators  are  not  complaining. 
On  the  West  Virginia  Central  road  and  along  the  Norfolk  and 
Western  there  is  no  change — mines  and  coke  ovens  are  all  well 
employed.  The  mines,  etc.,  in  the  Kanawha  and  New  River  Val¬ 
leys  are  doing  moderately  well,  but  not  working  to  capacity. 

Pittsburg  advices  are  that  there  is  improvement  in  the  coal 
trade  locally.  The  fourth  pool  mines  are  very  busy  and  new  min¬ 
ing  plants  are  being  operated,  indicating  a  good  demand.  A  few 
of  the  mines  in  the  third  pool  are  on  a  strike.  The  mines  in  the 
second  pool  are  doing  very  little.  Prices  now  show  more  weak¬ 
ness  than  they  have  for  a  long  time  and  selling  quotations  are 
lower. 

Our  .St.  Louis  correspondent  reports  a  very  quiet  coal  market. 
The  bulk  of  the  trade  is  steam  coal  and  deliveries  are  larger  than 
usual  due  to  the  manufacturing  activity  throughout  the  city.  The 
impression  prevails  that  the  shading  of  prices  is  due  to  conces¬ 
sions  in  freight  rates.  Anthracite  coal  is  unsatisfactory  both  as  to 
demand  and  prices  at  wholesale  and  retail.  Competition  is  very 
strong  and  buyers  not  greatly  in  evidence. 

Buffalo  advices  are  that  there  is  much  improvement  in  both 
anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  locally.  Shipments,  of  coal  west¬ 
ward  by  lake  for  the  week  ending  September  3  were  the  largest 
of  the  year,  aggregating  120,925  tons,  distributed  as  follows: 
Chicago,  59,925  tons;  Milwaukee,  27,750  tons;  Duluth,  9,800  tons; 
Toledo,  2,000  tons;  Superior,  13,600  tons;  Menominee,  1,250  tons; 
St.  Ignace,  400  tons;  Manitowoc,  1,700  tons;  Depot  Harbor, 
1,250  tons;  Port  Huron,  700  tons,  and  Green  Bay,  2,550  tons. 
The  freight  market  is  quite  firm,  and  especially  so  to  Lake  Mich¬ 
igan  ports. 


f 


No.  11.] 

I  ON  THE  WING.  | 

Mr.  J.  F.  Stone,  general  manager  of  the  Ohio  Central  Fuel  Co.,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  looking  after  the  interests  of  his  company. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  W.  C.  Blodgett,  sales  agent  for  Dickson  &“Eddy,  Ontario  and  West¬ 
ern  anthracite  coal,  Bi^ffalo,  N.  Y.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  on  business  con¬ 
nected  with  his  company. 

1  ■  ■  ♦ 

(  -  ■  -t;: 

The  Brazilian  government  has  advertised  for  bids  to  fu^ish  120,000  tons 
of  coal.  Bids  will  be^opened  in  October.  Intending  Ame^an  bidders  can 
obtain  full  information'by  addressing  Minister  Bryan.  V- 
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* 

*  * 


Chas.  W.  Raymond,  County  Clerk,  Elgin,  Ill.,  asks  proposals  for  coal, 
specifying  Pardee’s  Lehigh,  Pocahontas,  best  Illinois  Third  vein,  Streator, 
Seatonville  and  Spring  Valley.  Bids  will  be  received  until  2  p.  m.  September 
13,  1898. 


* 

*  * 


i 


In  last  week’s  issue,  Septemb  r  3,  credit  was  inadvertently  given  the 
Times-Herald  for  the  use  of  the  electrotype  of  Capt.  Oliver  A.  Olsen,  Quarter¬ 
master  of  the  P  irst  Regiment  Illinois  V olunteers.  This  courtesy  was  extended 
by  the  Chicago  Chronicle. 

* 

■if.  if 

In  the  world’s  output  of  coal  Great  Britiin  and  Ireland  supplied  34  per 
cent,  the  United  States  30  per  cent,  and  Germany  17  per  cent  for  the  year 
i8q6.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  United  States  does  not  now  lead  the  world 
in  the  output  and  consumption  of  coal  and  coke. 

if- 

if  if 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Company  announce  that  their  prices  on 
lump  city  trade  for  shipment  during  September,  1898,  will  be  the  same  f.  o.  b. 
cars  at  breaker,  as  were  in  effect  on  August  shipments  per  circular  No.  22,  of 
1898.  All  unfilled  August  requisitions  will  be  cancelled. 

* 

if  if 

President  J.  Rogers  Maxwell  of  the  New  Jersey  Central,  and  President  S. 
B.  Thomas  of  the  Erie  R.  R.,  emphatically  deny  that  there  has  been  any  break 
in  anthracite  coal  prices  at  tidewater  points;  while  President  Thomas  P.  Fow¬ 
ler  says:  “I  am  confident  actual  prices  will  be  advanced  in  September.” 

.  * 

*  * 

There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  output  of  anthracite 
coal  for  this  month  which  seems  to  be  still  undecided.  Some  of  the  companies 
want  the  amount  fixed  at  4,000,000  tons,  while  others  think  3,500,000  will 
be  more  than  enough  and  anything  in  excess  of  this  will  work  against  a  good 
market. 

*  * 

J.  F.  Cluley,  sales  agent  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Company,  St.  Louis 
Mo.,  is  a  loyal  member  of  Ransom  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  left  on  Monday  w  ith  his 
wife  to  attend  the  National  Encampment  at  Cincinnati.  After  it  is  over  Mr. 
Cluley  will  spend  the  balance  of  his  vacation  in  New  York  and  among  the 
Eastern  resorts. 

if 

if  if 

“Labor  Day”  and  the  “home  from  the  war’  return  of  our  gallant  naval 
reserves  and  the  First  and  Seventh  Regiments  of  Illinois  Volunteers  make 
a  good  combination  for  one  week  in  Chicago,  and  most  enthusiastically  and 
right  heartily  were  the  noble  men  and  modest  heroes  welcomed  by  the' 
great  crowds  assembled  to  do  them  honor. 

if 

if  if 

F.  N.  Pease  &  Co.,  incorporated,  Marquette  building,  Chicago,  miners 
and  shippers  of  coal  and  coke,  in  their  circular  calendar  for  September  and 
October,  have  well-selected  variety  of  anthracite  and  bituminbus  coal  from 
which  the  dealer  and  steam  trade  may  make  a  good  selection  with  little  or  no 
risk  of  making  any  mistake. 

if 

if  it 

Mine  managers,  coal  operators  and  mine  superintendents  should  not  fail 
to  notice  the  illustrated  descriptive  article  of  the  Morgan-Gardner  coal  cutter 
shown  on  another  page.  It  has  several  new  features  which  should  interest 
mine  own.ers,  and  is  manufactured  by  the  Morgan-Gardner  Electric  Co., 
2632-2640  Shields  avenue,  Chicago. 

if 

*  * 

The  attention  of  the  trade  is  called  to  the  “Climax”  hard  coal  bagger 
which  is  illustrated  and  described  on  another  page  of  this  issue.  The  manu¬ 
facturer,  Mr.  H.  B.  Sackettt,  6047  Ellis  avenue,  Chicago,  claims  that  by  its  use 
two  men  can  do  the  work  of  three  men  and  do  it  more  expeditiously.  The 
device  will  pay  for  itself  in  a  very  short  time. 

if 

if  * 

W  correspondent  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  writes  us:  “We  have  in  St.  Paul  as 
large  coal  bins  as  are  to  be  found  anywhere,  and  our  dealers  can  ship  any 
quantity  of  any  grade  or  kind  of  coal  to  any  house  number  in  the  city  or  to 
any  point  in  the  country  on  very  short  notice  and  all  possible  promptness.  St. 
Paul  prices,  too,  are  always  as  low  as  can  be  at  all  afforded.  ’’ 


The  Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  St.  Paul,  Mim.,  and  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  in 
their  September  coal  circular  call  special  attention  of  the  trade  to  “Kanawha  ’ 
lump,  a  West  Virginia  split  coal,  which  they  claim  is  unequaled  for  domestic 
use.  In  regard  to  hard  coal  the  circular  says:  “Your  interests  will  be  best 
served  by  writing  us  before  you  place  another  order  for  anthracite  coal  ” 

*** 

Dewey  s  memorial  sword,  voted  by  Congress,  has  been  chosen  in  design. 
It  will  consist  of  a  blade  of  damascened  steel  with  a  hilt  of  solid  gold,  plain 
but  highly  traced.  The  scabbard  will  be  of  dark  blue  damascened  metal  inset 
with  gold,  and  its  severe  treatment  will  only  be  adorned  by  a  terminal  of  two 
dolphins.  Like  the  man— blade  of  matchless  temper  and  edge  in  a  sheath  of 
elegant  simplicity. 

* 

if  * 

Mr.  James  D.  Hurd,  formerly  connected  with  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
and  the  Ohio  Coil  Exchange  Co.,  will  on  October  i  engage  in  the  lead  and  zinc 
business  in  the  Joplin  district.  Mr.  Hurd  will  reside  at  Carthage,  Mo.  For 
quite  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Hurd  has  been  closely  identified  with  the  coal 
business  in  Chicago,  and  his  miny  friends  heartily  wish  him  success  in  the 
extraction  of  metal. 

* 

if  if 

Col.  John  T.  McGraw,  president  of  the  Grafton  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  been 
nominated  for  Congressman  in  the  second  congressional  district  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Mr.  McGraw  is  a  bachelor,  forty  years  of  age,  a  graduate  of  Yale  and  a 
very  able  man.  He  was  born  in  West  Virginia  and  holds  large  interests  in  the 
state,  and  has  always  been  deeply  interested  in  the  development  and  progress 
of  that  part  of  the  country. 

*** 

The  American  Consul  at  La  Guayra,  Venezuela,  calls  the  attention  of  the 
coal  operators  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  to  the  traffic  which  they  could  secure 
in  that  country.  He  says:  “There  is  scarcely  a  South  American  port  at 
which  the  United  States  coal  owners  cannot  sell  his  product  profitably.  Dur¬ 
ing  1897,  78,000  tons  of  Welsh  and  English  coal  was  landed  at  Bahia,  Brazil, 
and  not  one  ton  from  the  Lffiited  States. 

* 

if  if 

At  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  an  effort  is  to  be  made  by  several  of  the  anthracite 
coal  companies  to  get  rid  of  the  ignorant  foreign  element  among  the  miners. 
The  frequent  strikes  at  the  mines  for  trivial  causes  are  more  expensive  to  the 
operating  companies  than  higher  wages  to  a  better  class  of  workmen  would 
be,  and  for  that  reason  there  is  to  be  an  organized  effort  made  to  effect  a 
change  if  possible.  Intelligent  and  well-paid  labor  is  the  best  and  cheapest 
labor. 

*** 

‘■I  offer  you  the  Pole  that  will  Down  the  Profits,”  is  what  Mr.  E.  J.  Corbett, 
Union  Trust  building,  Detroit,  Mich.,  says  in  his  September  circular  he  has 
sent  out  to  the  trade.  He  also  adds, ‘T’ve  solved  the  problem.  I’ve  the ‘long 
pole’  for  my  customers.  Do^r^zr  want  it?  Write  me  for  particulars.  Write 
me  today.  Business  competition  is  too  fierce  to  miss  any  opportunity,  etc.” 
As  Mr.  Corbett  controls  the  sale  of  many  of  the  coals  exclusively  in  Michigan 
and  Canada,  he  is  in  good  position  to  make  his  statements  good. 

if 

According  to  the  Philadelphia  Ledger  not  less  than  150,000  tons  of  Poca¬ 
hontas  coal  have  been  shipped  from  Norfolk,  Va.,  to  foreign  countries  during 
the  past  four  months.  That  amount  is  about  75  per  cent  of  the  total  sent 
abroad  from  the  United  States  within  that  period,  the  remainder  being  sent 
from  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  Newport  News.  There  is  little  doubt  that 
the  inroads  of  American  coal  into  territory  close  to  England  and  to  that  coun¬ 
try  itself  had  great  influence  in  ending  the  strike  of  the  Welsh  miners 

* 

if  if 

Considerable  interest  is  felt  by  shippers  in  the  coal  trade  in  the  huge  five- 
m.asted  schooner  now  in  process  of  construction  at  Camden,  Maine,  for  Capt. 
John  G.  Crowley,  for  service  in  the  transportation  of  coal  between  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  the  New  England  ports.  The  schooner  it  is  reported  will  be  the 
largest  fore-and-aft  sailing  vessel  the  world  has  ever  seen.  She  will  carry  a 
cargo  of  4,000  tons  of  coal.  The  vessel  will  be  lighted  throughout  by  elec¬ 
tricity  and  heated  by  steam.  Her  sails  and  gear,  excepting  the  steering,  will 
be  worked  by  steam. 

if 

When  the  First  Regiment  of  Illinois  Volunteers  was  in  camp  at  Chicka- 
mauga  Private  Jack  Holland  was  kicked  by  a  mule,  says  the  Chicago  Chronicle. 
Two  days  later  the  mule  died.  This  was  on  Sunday.  Arrangements  had 
been  made  for  divine  service  in  a  grove  adjoining  the  camp.  Major  J.  B. 
Sanborn  assembled  the  First  battalion,  and  when  the  ranks  were  formed  he 
said:  ‘‘Of  course  attendance  st  Sunday  service  cannot  be  made  compulsory  in 
the  army,  and  all  those  who  do  not  desire  to  attend  will  take  one  step  to\he 
rear.”  Twelve  men  promptly  fell  out  of  the  ranks,  while  the  rest  of  the  bat¬ 
talion  marched  to  the  grove.  Then  the  Major,  turning  to  the  squad  of  twelve, 
said:  “You  men  can  go  now  and  bury  that  mule  this  afternoon.”  Those  of 
the  coal  trade  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  be  personally  acquainted  with  the 
Major  will  understand  the  quiet  twinkle  in  his  dark  eyes  when  he  gave  that 
order.  The  twelve  men  were  something  like  five  hours  in  putting  that  mule 
out  of  sight,  while  the  rest  of  that  battalion  sat  in  the  shade  and  encouraged 
the  grave-diggers. 


21)6 
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The  State  Board  at  Springfield,  Ill.,  has  awarded  the  contract  for  coal  to 
the  Springfield  Coal  Association  at  $1-27^2  per  ton  delivered. 


«  3ie 


The  situation  at  Pana,  Ill.,  is  still  regarded  serious,  as  much  depends 
upon  how  the  two  injunction  suits  now  on  trial  at  Taylorville  are  decided. 


* 

*  * 


Cincinnati  was  too  much  occupied  with  entertaining  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  the  old  soldiers  and  their  friends,  to  attend  to  general  business. 
"The  reunion  was  a  splendid  success  in  every  particular,  even  to  the  weather," 
remarks  our  Cincinnati  correspondent. 


* 

*  * 


The  report  that  the  average  price  for  stove  coal  of  both  companies  and 
individuals  for  the  month  of  August  will  probably  be  $3.85  net  on  board  will 
hardly  become  a  fact,  as  some  of  the  companies’  averages  for  July  were  not 
more  than  this  on  stove  coal,  and  it  is  also  known  that  some  pretty  cheap  coal 
was  sold  during  this  month. 


* 

*  * 


Elmer  H.  Lawall,  formerly  general  superintendent  of  the  Lehigh  and 
\Vi  kesbarre  Coal  Co.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  but  now  vice-president  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  School  of  Correspondence,  Scranton,  says:  "The  school  is  doing  a 
wonderful  business.  The  School  of  Mines  and  Mining  seems  to  have  taken  a 
firm  hold  with  the  miners,  and  m  the  Pittsburg  district  are  hundreds  of  miners 
who  are  getting  a  practical  education  along  the  lines  of  mining  and  engineer¬ 
ing  in  this  manner.’’ 


♦ 

*  * 


The  general  sales  agent  of  one  of  the  leading  anthracite  companies  in  New 
York  says:  "Average  prices  for  coal  of  both  companies  and  individuals  for  the 
month  of  August  are  probably  on  the  basis  of  $3.85  for  stove  coal  net  on  board. 
This  is  a  very  good  price.  Many  of  the  reports  of  cutting  coal  prices  come 
from  Brooklyn.  It  is  an  open  secret  that  Brooklyn  prices  as  a  rule  are  lower 
than  anywhere  else  in  the  East,  owing  to  the  peculiar  relations  existing  be¬ 
tween  certain  companies  and  certain  dealers.  Such  prices  are  therefore  not  to 
be  taken  as  a  criterion  of  the  general  market.’’ 


* 

*  * 


The  new  ferry  service  across  Lake  Erie  from  Comeaut,  Ohio,  to  Port 
Stanley,  Can.,  was  opened  last  week  by  tha  arrival  at  the  latter  port  of  the 
big  transport  Shenango  No.  i  with  twenty-five  loaded  cars  of  coal.  The  trans¬ 
fer  of  the  cars  of  coal  to  the  siding,  after  the  boat  was  made  fast  to  the  dock, 
and  twenty-six  empty  cars  had  been  put  on  the  four  tracks  aboard  ship,  was 
made  in  thirty-four  minutes.  The  ferry  boat  is  part  of  the  lake  fleet  of  the 
United  States  and  Ontario  Steam  Navigation  Company.  The  boat  makes  two 
trips  daily  across  the  lake,  landing  one  load  at  Port  Dover  and  the  other  at 
Port  Stanley. 


* 

♦  * 


The  New  York  Journal  of  Finance  says:  "The  reorganization  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  system  and  the  transfer  of  the  control  of  that  property 
from  local  capitalists  to  bankers  of  international  repute  and  their  clients 
unquestionably  pave  the  way  for  establishment  of  the  bituminous  coal  in¬ 
dustry  west  of  Pennsylvania  upon  a  substantial  and  profitable  basis.  The 
reorginization  of  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad,  which  will  soon  be 
followed  by  the  financial  rehabilitation  of  the  Hocking  Valley  Railroad, 
will,  in  all  probability,  be  followed  by  amalgamation  of  all  the  bituminous 
coal-carrying  roads  in  Ohio  and  Indiana.” 


* 

*  * 


An  American  syndicate,  which  has  secured  concessions  from  the  Peruvian 
Government  to  work  the  extensive  coal  deposits  in  the  Province  of  Hualgayoc 
have  sent  engineers  to  that  country  to  make  a  survey  for  the  construction  of 
a  railroad  from  Pacasmayo  to  the  mines  to  be  opened.  According  to  C.  Clin¬ 
ton  Gardner,  a  well  known  American  engineer,  there  is  an  almost  inexhausti¬ 
ble  supply  of  anthracite  and  semi-bituminous  coal  in  that  province.  He  esti¬ 
mates  that  the  coal  can  be  delivered  on  the  Peruvian  coast  at  $2,  gold,  per 
ton,  and  that  in  sufficient  quantity,  two  millions  yearly,  to  exclude  all  other 
coal  from  the  Pacific  markets.  The  coal  is  said  to  be  admirably  adapted  to 
marine  steam  purposes. 

(’OAL  IX  THE  ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 


Lately  shipments  of  American  coal  have  gone  forward  to  the  River  Plate, 
and  it  has  been  stated  in  this  connection  that  earlier  the  Argentine  has  had 
to  depend  chiefly  upon  Great  Britain  for  its  supply.  This  was  a  matter  of 
some  surprise  to  many  who  had  supposed  that  there  were  mines  in  the  Argen¬ 
tine  from  which  a  local  supply  could  be  drawn.  In  this  connection  the  "Re¬ 
view  of  the  River  Plate”  says:  "The  tremendous  rise  in  the  price  of  coal,  and 
the  fear  of  a  coal  famine  in  the  event  of  a  war  with  Chile,  have  drawn  atten¬ 
tion  once  more  to  the  extremi  desirability  of  discovering  coal  beds  in  this 
country.  In  various  parts  of  the  country  coal  exists,  but  it  is  either  so  far 
distant  from  any  reasonable  means  of  transit  or  so  inferior  in  quality  that  it 
has  not  yet  assumed  economic  value.  The  most  accessible  in  various  ways,  if 
only  the  quality  were  right,  would  be  the  coal  beds  of  Tierra  del  Fuego.  The 
carboniferous  strata  there  lie  actually  on  the  coast,  and  some  inquiries  and 
experiments  were  made  in  i8qo  and  thereafter.  It  seems,  however,  that  the 
deposit  was  one  of  lignite  rather  than  coal,  so  that  its  value  is  extremely  ques¬ 
tionable.”  ' 


SACKETT’S  CLIMAX  COAL  BAGOER. 


The  accompanying  illustration  represents  Sackett’s  "Climax”  bagger  at¬ 
tached  to  an  improved  screen  for  screening  anthracite  coal  from  cars  into 
bags,  and  is  manufactured  by  H.  B.  Sackett,  6047  Ellis  avenue,  Chicago. 

The  screen  and  other  appliances  are  the  same  as  those  which  are  used  for 
creening  coal  from  cars  into  wagons.  The  screen  when  once  suspended  in 

^  doorway  of  car  to 

screen  into  wag- 
o  n  s,  usually  re¬ 
mains  without 
change  till  the  car 
is  empty,  except 
that  it  is  always 
turned  up  out  of 
the  way  when  not 
in  use.  An  apron 
attached  under 
foot  of  the  screen 
admits  of  suspend¬ 
ing  it  over  a  wide 
wagon  box  so  that 
coal  will  drop  in 
the  center,  and  the 
driver  instead  of 
putting  in  his  time 
to  trim  or  reshovel 
the  coal,  may  help 
the  shoveler  and 

drive  the  team  forward  as  the  wagon  is  filled.  One  firm  having  large  yards 
says:  “To  get  teams  out  of  the  way  quickly  when  they  are  ciowded  we  fre¬ 
quently  have  three  and  sometimes  four  men  shoveling  into  one  screen.”  This 
cannot  be  done  to  advantage  with  the  old  style  screen. 

But  one  bagger  is  used,  as  it  can  be  quickly  attached  to  any  of  the  screens, 
whether  used  in  car  or  wagon  or  on  the  ground.  In  screening  coal  from  cars 
into  bags  in  wagons,  one,  tw  >  or  three  men  may  shovel — it  requires  two  men  in 
wagon  to  bag  and  load  for  three  shovelers. 

When  about  four  tons  of  coal  remain  in  each  end  of  a  car  to  be  bag¬ 
ged,  the  screen  and  bagger  is  set  insiile  the  car,  two  men  shovel  and  one 
bags  the  coal,  sets  it  in  the  doorway  of  the  car  and  the  driver  loads  it.  By 
this  means  the  coal  may  be  screened,  bagged  and  loaded  as  quickly  as  the 
same  men  could  carry  it  in  shovels  and  throw  it  into  the  wagon  without 
screening. 

The  great  advantage  claimed  for  the  Climax  bagger  is  that  the  coal 
being  shoveled  continuously  accumulates  at  the  foot  of  the  screen  while  the 
operator  is  loading.  When  an  empty  bag  is  placed  in  position  the  coal  drops 
through  the  I3x7-inch  opening  and  fills  it  quickly.  Mr.  Sackett  asserts  that 
from  actual  tests  made  there  is  a  saving  of  more  than  one-third  of  the  time;  in 
other  words,  two  men  can  do  the  work  of  three  men,  and  do  it  quickly  and 
more  expeditiously  than  three  men  can  do  it.  Not  only  this,  but  he  will  guar¬ 
antee  the  "Climax”  bagger  to  do  all  he  claims  for  it,  and  will  sell  it  on  its 
merits.  The  dealer  trade  in  all  the  larger  cities  should  have  one  of  these 
"Climax”  baggers  if  they  wish  to  reduce  the  cost  of  the  delivery  ofanthra- 
cite  coal  to  their  retail  trade. 

Further  particulars,  circulars,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  on  addressing  the 
manufacturer. 

The  following  testimonial  as  to  the  merits  of  the  screen  and  bagger  will 
be  convincing:  v 

"A  thorough  test,  at  our  yard,  of  your  improved  screen  and  appliances  for 
handling  coal  showed  so  many  points  in  favor  of  your  system  that  we  have  set 
aside  our  old  style  screens  for  hard  coal,  the  fact  having  been  fully  demon¬ 
strated  that  we  would  lose  money  every  day  we  used  them. 

“We  have  now  in  use  five  of  your  screens  and  one  Climax  bagger,  also 
one  box  stand  for  each  screen  to  screen  coal  on  the  ground,  and  we  are 
pleased  to  state  that  the  combined  result  of  their  use  is  very  satisfactory,  as  it 
enables  us  to  deliver  a  large  percentage  more  coal  each  day  with  a  good 
deal  less  labor  than  by  the  old  method. 

"(Signed)  W.  Everett  &  Son, 

"i  145  76th  street.  Grand  Crossing,  Ill." 

This  firm  will  be  pleased  to  show  the  screen  and  bagger  in  operation  at 
their  yard. 

An  interesting  calculation  has  been  made  which  shows  that  a  pound  of 
good  steam  coal  equals  the  workof  one  man  for  one  day.  One  square  mile  of 
a  seam  of  coal  only  four  feet  deep  would  exceed  the  work  of  1,000,000  men 
for  20  years. 

The  Witch  Hazel  Coal  Co.  at  Hubbard,  Ohio,  have  made  arrangements  to 
operate  the  old  Applegate  coal  mine  at  Chestnut  Ridge.  The  water  has  been 
pumped  out  of  tfie  mine  and  operations  will  begin  the  first  of  next  week,  em¬ 
ploying  25  miners  all  winter. 

The  Clarke  Fork  Coal  Co  ,  operating  at  Chestnut,  near  Helena,  Mont.,  is 
putting  in  a  coal  washer.  The  output  of  the  mine  is  300  tons  daily,  which  can 
be  increased  indefinitely.  The  mouth  of  their  main  working  tunnel  is  within 
200  feet  of  the  main  line  of  the  Northern  Pacific,  and  the  ground  is  such  that 
the  nnural  facilities  for  loading  could  not  be  much  better. 

The  Beech  Creek  Railroad  makes  the  following  statement  of  coal  shipped 
over  the  road  for  the  weekending  August  31,  1898,  and  for  the  year  to  that 
date: 

Week — Tons  Year — Tons 

In  i8q8 .  95.751  3.099.363 

Same  time  last  year .  105,717  2,533,531 

Increase .  565.831 

Decrease .  9.966 
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ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 


Membership  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and 

Wisconsin . 372 

Wholesalsand  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ Association  of  Ohio . 568 

New  Members: 

Frank  Binkley,  Mauds,  O.  D.  J.  Michael,  Springfield,  O. 

Struthek  Coal  Co.,  Gallon,  O.  J.  R.  McClure  &  Co.,  Springfield,  O. 

J.  M.  Barnet,  New  Paris,  O.  Geo.  W.  Barr,  Barr’s  Station,  O. 

A.  O.  Baker,  Brookv.ille,  O.  Warren  Coal  Co.,  Lebanon,  O. 

Sullivan  Bros.,  Osborn,  O.  J.  N.  La.mbert,  Lebanon,  O. 

Chas.  Dienstberger,  Delphos,  O.  fj 

Total  Membership . 579 

Membership  of  the  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Association . 177 

Membership  of  the  Indiana  Coal  Association .  83 

In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manirested  m  me  seve  a 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  is  the 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 
Interest  them. 


BIR  BILL  FOR  A  CARGO  OF  COAL. 


Probably  the  most  profitable  and  interesting  charter  ever  recorded  in  the 
annals  of  modern  shipping  has  been  the  one  secured  by  the  three-masted 
schooner,  Ida  C.  Southard,  on  February  26,  1898,  to  transport  i,i6i  tons  of 
coal  from  Philadelphia  to  St.  Thomas,  Danish  West  Indies,  at  two  dollars  per 
ton. 

The  owners  have  reaped  a  harvest  out  of  the  vovage,  though  it  is  on'y 
half  over  The  Ida  C.  Southard  was  promptly  tied  up  by  the  Danish  Govern¬ 
ment  on  her  arrival  at  St.  Thomas,  the  coal  being  regarded  as  contraband  of 
war,  and  she  has  remained  there  ever  since. 

The  coal  was  for  Admiral  Sampson’s  fleet  then  about  to  rendezvous  in  the 
West  Indies.  On  March  9,  in  command  of  Captain  Blake,  and  with  orders  to 
deliver  as  quickly  as  possiblethe  fuel  which  filled  to  overflowing  her  ho  d,  the 
Ida  C.  Southard  passed  down  the  Delaware.  St.  Thomas  was  reached  on 
March  28,  and  there  an  unforeseen  obstacle  presented  itself.  Although  war 
had  not  been  declared,  the  Danish  Government  was  determined  to  preserve 
the  strictest  kind  of  neutrality.  Captain  Blake  was  accordingly  informed  that 
his  vessel  could  not  discharge  her  cargo;  anchor  was  dropped  in  the  beautiful 
bay  and  advice  was  asked  for  from  this  country.  It  is  not  known  what  answer 
was  received  by  the  captain,  but  at  all  events  there  the  big  schooner  has  re¬ 
mained  for  nearly  six  months. 

The  amount  of  the  claim  is  now  nearly  $15,000.  Ten  thousand  dollars  h.ive 
already  been  paid  by  the  government  in  partial  settlement  of  the  account  to 
James  W.  Elwell  &  Co  ,  of  New  York,  who  are  the  managing  owners  of  the 
Southard.  Now  the  news  comes  by  private  letters  from  the  captain  that  the 
coal  has  been  nearly  all  unloaded,  and  that  it  will  be  or  has  been  sold  to  pri¬ 
vate  parties  on  the  island. 

In  the  meantime  Captain  Blake  and  hiscrew  have  been  living  in  clover  at 
the  West  Indian  seaport.  From  the  letters  written  by  the  captain  it  might  be 
githered  that  he  had  found  an  earthly  paradise.  During  the  continuance  of 
the  war  they  had  ample  facilities  to  hear  the  very  latest  news,  and  knowing 
that  tl^ey  would  be  there  indefinitely,  they  left  only  a  guard  on  the  ship  and  re¬ 
sided  permanently  in  curious  old  one-story  houses  on  shore,  which,  shided  by 
tropical  verdure  and  cooled  by  a  breeze  which  blows  continually  from  the  sea, 
rendered  their  existence  a  delightful  one. 

The  case  is  almost  without  a  precedent  and  has  claimed  the  attention  of 
all  shipbrokers.  The  government’s  peculiar  ideas  of  economy,  in  the  opi'don 
of  leading  shippers,  was  never  better  illustrated  than  in  this  instan  e.  For 
nearly  six  months  they  quietly  ran  up  a  bill  with  the  owners  of  the  vessel  and 
paid  or  will  pay  nearly  $15,000  for  a  cargo  which  was  originally  worth  about 
$5,000.  And  Sampson  did  not  get  the  coal  after  all. 


COAL  OUTPUT  OF  OHIO  IJi  185I7. 


Chief  Mine  Inspector,  R.  M.  Haseltine,  Columbus,  Ohio,  has  filed  with 
the  governor  his  annual  report  for  the  year  of  1897. 

From  a  table  designed  to  show  the  coal  delivered  at  the  lake  ports,  it  is 
found  that  the  amount  aggregates  7.997,248  tons.  Of  this  2,745,130  tons  was 
anthracite  and  5,252,1 18  tons  was  bituminous  coal.  This  indicates  a  loss  in 
the  former  of  430,592  tons  and  513,487  tons  in  the  latter.  Of  the  bituminous 
coal  sent  to  the  lake  ports,  3,326,814  tons  came  from  the  mines  of  Pennsylvania 
as  against  4,337,815  tons  during  1896.  From  the  Ohio  fields  there  were  re¬ 
ceived  1,355.138  tons,  an  increase  of  88.103  tons  as  compared  with  the  preced¬ 
ing  year.  This  represents  25  8  10  per  cent  of  the  bituminous  coal  received  at 
the  lake  ports,  as  compared  with  21  9-10  per  cent  during  1896,  32  2-10  per  cent 
during  1895,28  8-10  per  cent  in  1894,  46  per  cent  in  1893,  and  45  percent  during 
1892.  From  the  state  of  West  Virginia  there  was  received  565,166  tons,  a  gam 
of  406,449  tons  over  the  year  of  1896,  This  represents  lo^^"  percent  of  the 
year’s  coal,  as  compared  with  3  6-10  per  cent  in  1896,  6)4  per  cent  during  1895, 
and  5  3-10  per  cent  in  1894. 

The  year’s  production  of  coal  is  given  at  12,448,822  tons,  a  decrease  of 
463,786  tons  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year  and  a  loss  of  1.235,057  tons 
when  compared  with  the  tonnsge  of  1895.  The  loss  in  lump  was  321,407  tons; 
in  nut  coal  107,294  tons,  and  the  decrease  in  the  amount  of  pea  or  slack  is 
given  at  35.085  tons.  The  ten  leading  counties  in  point  of  production  are 
Jackson,  Perry,  Hocking,  Athens,  Belmont,  Guernsey,  Stark,  Jefferson,  Co¬ 


lumbiana  and  Tuscarawas,  which  appear  in  the  order  named.  They  furnish 

86I4:  per  cent  of  the  year’s  output,  which  is  a  gain  of  4X  per  cent  when  com¬ 
pared  with  1896.  As  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  it  is  found  that  lack- 
son  county  which  led  m  1895  and  gave  way  to  Perry  m  1896.  has  again  as¬ 
sumed  the  lead  and  Perry  drops  back  to  the  second  place. 

The  counties  of  Athens,  Perry  and  Hocking,  which  are  known  to  the  coal 
trade  as  the  ‘Hocking  Valley,”  produced  4,130,046  tons,  a  loss  of  308,990  tons 
as  compared  with  the  year  of  1896.  This  represents  a  decrease  of  i  per  cent 
wh^  compared  with  the  former  year  when  the  output  eciualed  34  2-10  per  cent 
of  the  entire  production  of  the  state.  It  further  represents  a  loss  of  8-10  per 
cent  as  compared  with  1895,  3  5'*c>  per  cent  when  compared  with  1894,  5  2-10 
per  when  compared  with  1893,  Rhd  4  5-10  per  cent  as  compared  with  1892. 

,  .  year  s  coal  production  4,106,124  tons  were  mined  by  machinery 

which  IS  a  gain  of  737>775  ^.s  compared  with  1896  and  is  the  only  gain  in 

production.  Machine  mining  has  extended  to  twelve  counties  as  against 
eleven  during  1896  and  seven  in  1895.  The  largest  production  occurred  in 
the  counties  of  Hocking,  Athens,  Perry  and  Guernsey.  In  the  three  former 
78  per  cent  of  the  state  s  production  originated.  This  is  a  decrease  of  18  per 
cent  of  the  state’s  production  as  compared  with  1894  and  1896,  and  a  loss  of  15 
per  cent  when  compared  with  1895.  732  hands  were  engaged  in  operating  the 
ma(  hmes,  as  ag  linst  579  in  1895.  There  were  5001  men  engaged  in  blasting 
down  and  loading  out  the  coal  after  being  undermined  by  the  machines,  as 
compared  with  4,346  during  the  preceding  year.  The  average  time  worked  is 
found  to  be  135  days,  as  against  132  during  the  previous  year  and  168  during 
1895.  Coal  IS  produced  by  machinery  in  53  mines,  as  compared  with  44  dur¬ 
ing  last  year. 

There  were  1228  mines  in  the  state,  413  of  which  employed  more  than  ten 
men.  1126  mines  were  in  operation  during  the  year,  37  of  which  are  regarded 
as  large  mines. 

By  deducting  from  the  total  output  of  the  state  the  amount  of  machine 
mined  coal,  it  is  tound  that  8,342,698  tons  were  produced  by  pick  mining,  a 
decrease  of  1.201.561  tons  as  compared  with  the  former  year.  This  makes  an 
average  yearly  production  to  each  miner  of  508  tons,  1,537  pounds  of  run  of 
is  an  individual  loss  of  45  tons  and  963  pounds  as  com- 
pared  with  the  previous  year,  and  of  57  tons,  1,574  pounds  when  compared 
with  1895. 

The  scale  rate  for  pick  mining  from  January  1st  to  July  4th  was  51  cents 
perton.  Fromtheclose  of  the  strike  (September  nth)  to  the  end  of  the 
year  it  was  56  cents  per  ton.  The  average  price  paid  for  mining  during  the 
year  IS  found  to  be  52  8-10  cents.  The  average  amount  of  fine  coal  is  con¬ 
ceded  to  be  2-7  of  the  output.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  daily  wages  of 
each  miner  was  $1.27  during  the  1505^  days  that  the  mines  were  in  operation. 
It  IS  also  found  that  the  average  yearly  wages  was  ,$192.05  as  compared  with 
during  they  arof  1896,  or  $16.00  per  monthas against  $18.46  in  1896 and 
$18.48  during  1895. 

During  the  year  89  new  mines  were  opened,  102  remained  suspended  and 
97  were  either  exhausted  or  abandoned. 

The  report  contains  many  tables  illustrating  in  detail  the  salient  features 
of  the  industry,  which  are  placed  under  appropriate  headings  and  arranged  so 
as  to  be  convenient  for  ready  reference. 

PEAT  FUEL. 


The  Canadian  Peat  Fuel  Co.,  Toronto,  Canada,  has  a  plant  running  at  the 
east  end  of  Machinery  hall  at  the  Industrial  Fair  in  that  city  to  demonstrate 
the  manufacture  of  crude  peat  into  fuel.  Samples  of  peat  from  several  places 

11  exhibition.  A  full  sectional  sample  from  the  company's  bog  near 
Welland  shows  the  sphagnum  moss,  from  which  the  peat  is  produced  by  de¬ 
composition,  overlying  the  peat  deposit  for  a  depth  of  2'A  feet,  the  peat  itself 
showing  a  depth  of  6  feet.  There  is  also  a  sample  of  peat  from  near  Burford 

of  a  depth  of  about  5  feet  pf  a  superior  quality 
and  which,  it  IS  believed,  will  make  a  high-class  fuel.  There  are  also  samples 
from  near  Stratford,  Galt  and  other  places,  and  one  from  High  Park,  in  To- 
ronto.  The  new  fuel  was  fied  on  the  ferryboat  Primrose  on  the  17th  'inst.,and 
the  following  report  is  from  Chief  Engineer  Brownley  of  the  Ferry  company. 
Result  of  ten  hours  test:  ‘‘For  quick  steaming  this  fuel  proved  superior  to 
the  coal  we  have  been  using,  Reynoldsville  (mine  run).  The  quantity  con¬ 
sumed  was  not  greater;  smoke  not  visible  at  any  time;  ash  very  much  less. 
In  no  particular  was  the  fuel  found  deficient,  but,  on  the  contrary,  highly  sat- 
isfactory.  Had  grate  bars  been  arranged  to  suit  peat  fuel,  even  better  results 
would  have  been  obtained.”  This  compressed  peat,  without  a  mixture  of 
any  chemical  or  other  ingredient,  is  now  being  tested  on  the  locomotives  of  the 
Lake  Erie  &  Huron  R.  R.  Mr.  A.  A.  Dickson  is  the  discoverer  and  inventor 
of  the  process  of  converting  peat  into  a  valuable  steam  fuel.  The  process  of 
Its  manufacture,  which  is  very  simple,  is  thus  described  by  the  Toronto  Mail: 
‘‘The  peat  is  uncovered  by  the  removal  of  the  moss,  and  is  then  cut  out  in 
slabs  and  left  to  dry  naturally.  At  the  end  of  two  weeks  it  is  ready  for  manu¬ 
facture,  and  is  taken  to  the  breaker,  a  sort  of  churn,  which  revolves  at  a  high 
rate  of  speed,  and  breaks  the  material  to  powder  with  iron  teeth.  From  the 
breaker  an  exhaust  fan  draws  the  powder  into  a  large  hopper,  from  which  it 
descends  to  the  machine,  wher?  it  is  stamped  into  cylinders  two  inches  wide 
and  of  the  same  depth.  It  is  in  this  machine  that  the  success  of  the  manufac¬ 
ture  lies.  Strange  to  say,  the  peat  is  reduced  from  a  length  of  12  inches  to  2 
inches  in  a  tube  with  no  bottom,  the  resistance  to  the  enormous  pressure  of 
some  thirty  times  being  entirely  obtained  by  the  friction  of  the  material 
against  the  side  of  the  tube.  Up  and  down  go  the  plungers,  which  fit  into  the 
tubes,  and  as  a  steady  stream  of  powder  pours  down  the  little  hard,  round  sec¬ 
tions  drop  out  at  the  bottom  into  a  c  irrier,  which  deposits  them  in  the  pile  all 
ready  to  be  shipped  away.  The  machine  has  a  capacity  of  three  tons  per 
hour.  A  great  advantage  of  peat  over  coal  is  in  the  absence  of  sulphur, 
wh'ch  in  the  latter  substance  co  its  the  boiler  and  tubes,  enabling  the  boiler  to 
more  readily  absorb  heat.” 

It  is  reported  that  fifty  Alabama  negro  miners  en  route  to  Pana,  III.,  where 
there  is  a  strike  at  the  coal  mines,  are  stranded  at  Central  City,  north  of  Cen- 
tralia,  ditched  by  union  railway  men,  who  refused  to  haul  them  further  on 
learning  their  destination.  It  is  said  the  railroad  men  used  guns  to  drive  the 
negroes  from  the  train. 
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MOH(UN-«AKI>NEH  3IACH1NE  FOR  THIN  VEINS. 


This  accompanying  illustration  represents  a  newly  improved  coal  cutting 
machine  especially  adapted  for  thin  veins  and  is  built  by  the  Morgan-Gardner 
Electric  Co.,  2632-2640  Shields  Avenue,  Chicago. 


the  use  of  a  mule.  When  moving  the  machine  about  the  mine  the  chain  can 
be  thrown  out  of  gear  and  thus  remove  any  danger  to  the  man  operating  the 
I  cutter.  The  height  of  the  machine  over  all  is  17^  inches,  width  of  cut  45 
inches  and  it  undercuts  414  feet  to  6  feet.  The  weight  is  2,000  pounds. 

Among  some  of  the  advantages  claimed  by  the  manufacturers  of  this  ma¬ 
chine  are,  simplicity  in  construction,  ease  in  operation,  great  strength  and  dur- 


LOW  VEIN  MACHINE. 

This  coal  cutting  machine  is  provided  with  reversible  motor  and  has  cable 
connection  with  ordinary  machine  line  wire  by  which  it  is  enabled  to  be  run 
into  entry  at  face  of  coal  without  mule,  after  which  the  cotter  pins  can  be 
taken  out  and  the  wheels  removed,  when  it  drops  on  the  skids  and  is  ready  for 
cutting  operations.  After  the  room  is  cut  the  machine  can  be  again  mounted  on 
the  wheels  and  moved  to  another  room  or  to  any  other  part  of  the  mine  without 


SELE-I’ROPEI.LING. 

I  ability  and  small  average  cost  for  repairs.  A  large  number  of  these  machines 
I  are  in  use  and  the  company  has  already  booked  many  additional  orders  from 
I  mine  managers  who  hail  been  experimenting  with  one  or  two  of  them. 

Further  information,  circulars,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  on  addressing  the 
company. 


OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


WESTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interest 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


R.  M.  Frisbie  has  opened  a  new  coal  yard  at  the  corner  of  East  Clinton 
and  State  streets,  Elmira,  N.  Y. 

* 

■Jr  * 

The  contract  for  furnishing  the  schools  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  with  coal  the 
ensuing  year  was  awarded  to  George  W.  Burr. 

* 

*  ^ 

The  firm  of  Nantais  &  Carpenter,  of  Chicopee,  Mass.,  coal  dealers,  has 
been  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Nantais  will  conduct  the  business. 

* 

*  * 

Messrs.  Stanley  Millspaugh  and  James  E.  Henderson,  of  Penn  Yan,  N.Y., 
who  have  been  conducting  a  coal  business  under  the  title  of  the  Penn  Yan 
Coal  Co.,  are  about  to  retire  from  the  business. 

*  * 

The  storehouse,  wood  and  coal  sheds  of  George  Frost,  of  Berwick,  Me., 
were  destroyed  by  fire  last  week,  and  the  house  and  barn  near  by  completely 
damaged.  The  loss  is  $3,500,  and  there  is  insurance  of  $2,500. 

* 

^  ;lc  ;ie 

C.  T.  Hampton  &  Co.  of  Marquette,  Mich.,  will  be  in  the  coal  business 
again  the  coming  fall  and  winter.  They  inform  their  trade  that  they  will  be 
prepared  to  supply  them  with  the  best  coal  in  the  market  as  usual. 

* 

The  Turner  Brothers  Coal  Co.,  coal  dealers  at  1001  Davis  street,  Evans¬ 
ton,  111.,  made  an  assignment  in  the  county  court  September  ist,  naming  Rob¬ 
ert  B.  McConnell  assignee.  The  assets  of  the  firm  were  estimated  at  $2,000, 
and  the  liabilities  $5,000. 

* 

*  * 

The  Chester  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.,  whose  yard  is  on  Seventh  street,  near 
Penn  street,  Chester,  Pa.,  has  made  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  coal  for  Sep¬ 
tember.  The  Lehigh  is  now  sold  at  $5.25  for  a  ton  of  2,240  pounds,  or  $5  for  a 
ton  of  2,000  pounds.  Pea  coal  is  a  specialty  with  this  yard,  and  it  is  prepared 
to  quote  prices  according  to  quantity. 

* 

*  * 

The  properties  of  the  Glens  Falls  Transportation  Co.,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  of 
the  Glen  Falls  Coal  Co.,  were  sold  at  auction  yesterday  to  Thomas  S.  Cool- 
idge,  acting  for  himself,  and  Samuel  B.  Goodman,  Joseph  Fowler,  Frank  \V. 
Wait,  Arthur  W.  Sherman,  John  H.  Burnham  and  James  W.  Hunting.  By 
this  sale  J.  W.  Finch  and  Samuel  Pruyn,  who  owned  242  shares  of  the  500, 
disposed  of  their  interests.  The  property  includes  the  storehouses,  canal  coal 
sheds,  railroad  pockets  and  canal  docks  extending  from  the  foot  of  Jay  street 
to  the  Finch  &  Pruyn  property,  below  Oak  street.  James  W.  Hunting  will  be 
retained  as  manager. 


Two  Los  Angeles  prospectors,  Messrs.  Cramer  and  Schultz,  claim  to  have 
struck  a  coal  vein  in  Cajon  Pass,  about  eighteen  miles  north  of  Pasadena,  that 
gives  promise  of  something  iich.  The  vein  is  said  to  be  six  feet  wide  on  top, 
with  no  walls  on  one  side.  Tracing  up  the  ledge  it  was  found  outcropping 
over  the  hill,  showing  that  the  vein  is  at  least  1,500  feet  long.  The  proper 
fillings  have  been  made, and  the  prospectors  will  push  the  work  of  develop¬ 
ment  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  location  of  the  discovery  is  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  Santa  Fe  road  in  the  pass.  Samples  of  ihe  coal  were  shown  offi¬ 
cials  of  iheSanta  Fe  Comfiany,  who  told  the  discoverers  they  would  make  an 
offer  for  all  they  could  furnish  if  it  proved  equal  in  quality  to  the  samples 
shown. 


A  new  corporation  is  the  John  Walters  Co.,  of  Parnell,  Ill.,  capital  $2,500, 
to  deal  in  coal,  etc.  Incorporators:  John  Walters,  Austin  R.  Porter  and  John 
W.  Nichols. 

The  Pere  Marquette  Coal  Co.,  Saginaw,  Mich.,  commenced  opening  up 
chambers  and  taking  coal  from  their  mine  Friday.  They  will  soon  have  a 
large  force  of  men  at  work,  and  expect  to  put  down  other  shafts. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Chicago  Virden  Coal  Company’s  mine,  recently 
leased  by  Wood  Marble,  resumed  work  on  a  small  scale  this  week.  It  is  said 
that  Mr.  Marble  expects  to  handle  nothing  but  the  trade  local  to  Virden. 

A  coal  mine  has  just  been  opened  in  Woodstock  township,  Schuyler 
county.  Ill.,  which  is  said  to  be  as  free  from  slag  as  any  produced  in  the  state. 
It  looks  clear  and  black,  is  free  from  smut,  and  burns  readily,  producing  as 
white  an  ash  as  anthracite. 

The  Manti  Coal  Company,  of  Manti,  Utah,  has  filed  its  articles  of  incor¬ 
poration,  with  a  capital  of  $10,000,  divided  into  1,000  shares.  The  officers 
are:  President,  Luther  Tuttle;  secretary,  T.  C.  Keller;  treasurer,  E.  Shoe¬ 
maker.  The  concern  will  carry  on  a  general  coal  mining  business  in  San  Pete 
county. 

The  Western  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  Kans.,  has  begun  work  on 
the  construction  of  a  125  horse  power  electric  plant  to  operate  machines  at  its 
coal  mine,  and  Superintendent  Craig  thinks  that  inside  of  eighteen  months 
fully  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  mining  in  this  district  will  be  done  by  ma¬ 
chinery. 

Near  Pittsburg,  Kans.,  the  miners  at  the  shaft  of  the  Central  Coal  and 
Coke  Co.,  Nelson,  went  on  strike  last  week  because  of  the  failure  of  that  com¬ 
pany  to  live  up  to  its  agreement  made  with  them  a  little  over  a  year  ago.  The 
agreed  price  was  56  cents  for  mine  run  and  97 J4  cents  for  lump  coal  for  the 
winter  scale. 

The  Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  Muchakinock,  Iowa,  which  is  the  operating 
company  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  R.  R.,  has  secured  10,000  acres  qf 
valuable  coal  land  in  Mahaska  and  Monroe  counties.  It  is  all  underlaid  with 
a  fine  vein  of  coal  from  four  to  seven  feet  thick.  The  price  paid  for  the  land 
is  $275,000,  an  average  of  $27.50  an  acre. 

The  Soo  road  is  circulating  blanks  for  right  of  way  signatures  from  citi¬ 
zens  of  Bismarck,  N.  D.,  to  ob.ain  permission  to  build  the  road  through  the 
city.  The  road  will  probably  be  extended  on  to  the  vast  coal  fields  of  north¬ 
ern  Burleigh  and  McLean  counties,  and  afford  an  opportunity  for  thousands 
of  settlers  and  many  ciiies  along  its  line  to  secure  a  cheap  fuel  supply. 

Charles  H.  h'oote.  First  \’ice-President  of  the  Illinois  Steel  Co.,  stated  in 
an  interview  that  the  scarcity  of  suitable  coal  for  making  coke  in  California  is 
a  great  obstacle  to  the  extensive  manufacture  of  steel  in  that  state.  While 
there  is  rich  iron  and  manganese  ore  in  California, the  absence  of  coal  places 
that  state  at  a  disadvantage  as  compared  with  the  State  of  Washington,  where 
Mr.  Foote  thinks  steel  might  possibly  be  manufactured  so  as  to  compete 
v\ith  the  eastern  product. 

Last  week  the  coal  wa-her  and  the  tipple,  of  the  Blossburg  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.’s  plant,  at  Gardner,  three  miles  southeast  of  Raton,  N.  M.,  was  discovered 
to  be  on  fire,  and  in  less  than  three  hours  the  plant  was  burned  to  the  ground. 
The  loss  is  about  $30,000,  and  is  fully  covered  by  insurance.  The  cause  of  the 
fire  is  unknown.  The  company  will  commence  at  once  to  rebuild  the  plant. 
A  temporary  tipple  will  be  completed  in  thirty  days,  while  the  permanent 
tipple  and  coal  washer  will  take  between  three  and  four  months  to  build. 
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CHANCE  FOR  AMERICAN  COAL  IN  VENEZUELA. 


According  to  a  Washington,  D.  C.,  correspondent  of  the  Boston  Tran¬ 
script,  Louis  Goldschmidt,  United  States  consul  at  La  Guayra,  Venezuela, 
writes  the  State  Department  that  nearly  all  the  coal  consumed  in  that  country 
is  of  British  origin  and  is  brought  from  Wales  in  sailing  vessels.  The  close 
proximity  to  the  American  coal  fields,  and  the  total  absence  of  the  American 
product  should  insure  large  sales  of  American  coal  in  Venezuela,  and  with 


proper  effort  Consul  Goldschmidt  is  of  the  opinion  that  an  extensive  and 
profitable  business  in  this  commodity  could  be  done  with  the  United  States. 
The  retail  price  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds  is  Si  1.20  to  $12.80.  This  high  figure 
IS  evidently  on  account  of  the  lack  of  competition.  “One  of  the  chief  reasons 
why  this  coal  is  preferred,”  writes  Consul  Goldschmidt,  “is  that  it  is  put  up  by 
the  Welsh  miners  into  small  bricks  or  ‘briquettes,’  7x8  inches  in  thickness  and 
about  II  inches  long.  This  makes  it  very  easy  to  handle  on  the  small  engines 
employed  by  the  railway.” 


.  c. 
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Delaware,  Lackawanna  Western  Railroad  Company’s 
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The  St.  Louis  and 
Big  Muddy  Coal  Co. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE: 

CARBONDALE,  ILL. 


MINES  NEAR 


CAPACITY 

2,500  nr 

TONS  Ln. 

DAILY. 


CARTERVILLE, 
Williamson  County, 

ILL. 


SOLE 

PROPRIETORS 


COAL. 


TRAOf:  MARK. 


A  600  ton  daily  capacity  Luhrig  Goal  wvasning  Plant  operated  in  connection  with  mine. 
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New  York,  Susquehanna  &  Western  Coal  Co. 


COAL 


SOLE  -A-O-E^TS  FOIS  THE  EXjO S  S  B Xy  EG-  CO.A.Xj  C O B -A- ItT "2 
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M.  E.  ROBINSON  Western  Sales  Agent,  BUFFALO.  N-  Y. 


Buffal*,  N.  Y. 
■Cdy;e water,  N.  J, 
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EASTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


A  Pittsburg  man  claims  to  have  discovered  a  process  by  which  he  can 
manufacture  60,000,000  feet  of  gas  out  of  a  ton  of  coal. 

It  is  said  some  700  men  and  boys  have  struck  at  the  Buttonwood  colliery 
near  Wilkes-Barre  and  operated  by  the  Parrish  Coal  Co. 

Mr.  George  Freed  of  Franklin  township,  Cambria  Co.,  Pa  ,  has  found 
a  bed  of  stove  coal  on  his  farm,  which  was  tested  and  found  to  be  pure. 

The  dock  and  the  site  of  the  recently  burned  coal  sheds  of  the  estate  of 
the  late  N.  A.  Schermerhorn,  Castleton,  N.  V.,  have  been  purchased  by  John 
W.  McKnight  for  g4, goo. 

A  Cleveland  coal  traffic  manager  says:  "At  present  it  looks  as  though  the 
only  thing  to  do  is  to  let  a  1  Ohio  roads  go  after  the  coal  business  without  re¬ 
striction  until  West  Virginia  gets  ready  to  quit." 

All  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  mines  are  on  a  ten  hours’  day 
order  for  September.  The  Delaware  and  Hudson  mines  are  working  full,  and 
all  the  individual  operators  are  doing  better  than  usual  at  this  season. 

A  company  of  capitalists  with  A.  W.  Lee,  of  Clearfield,  Pa.,  as  president, 
will  build  a  railroad  through  the  southern  part  of  Clearfield  county  to  tap  the 
coal  and  lumber  interests  of  that  section. 

The  strike  of  the  miners  in  the  third  pool  at  Pittsburg  was  commenced 
last  week,  and  it  is  stated  seme  6co  men  have  quit  work  for  the  advance 
in  wages  required  by  the  Chii  ago  agreement. 

The  new  No.  6  breaker  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company,  at  Pitts- 
ton,  is  now  ready  to  begin  operations.  The- structure  when  completed  will  be 
one  of  the  most  complete  breakers  in  this  part  of  the  region.  It  contains  all 
the  latest  machinery  for  handling  coal. 

The  entire  belongings  of  the  Glens  Falls  Transportation  Company  and 
the  Glens  Falls  Coal  Company,  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.,  were  sold  to  Thos.  S. 
Coolidge,  Joseph  Fowler,  Samuel  B.  Goodman,  Frank  W.  Wait,  Arthur  W. 
Sherman,  John  H.  Burnham  and  James  W.  Hunting. 

While  there  is  a  general  improvement  of  business  for  the  roads  in  and  out 
of  Pittsburg,  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  is  getting  an  especially  large  share.  For 
the  past  three  weeks  the  road  has  been  crowded  with  business,  which  has  been 
steadily  growing,  and  all  its  power  is  in  service  as  a  resulL 

Secretary  Lord,  of  the  Anthracite  Association,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  claims 
that  the  most  eminent  counsel  have  been  engaged  to  push  their  case  against 
alleged  discriminating  railroads,  and  that  the  evidence  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Committee  will  be  such  that  it  cannot  be  gainsaid. 

At  McDonough,  near  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,coal  in  paying  quantities  is  said 
to  exist.  It  is  said  that  arrangements  have  been  made  to  put  down  an  expe¬ 
rimental  shaft,  and  that  McDonough  may  soon  be  a  business  mining  town, 
with  a  railroad  reaching  that  point  from  Greene  up  through  Smithville  Flats. 

Bids  have  been  opened  in  the  bureau  of  yards  and  docks  for  the  erection 
of  coaling  sheds  at  New  London,  Conn.,  which  will  be  an  important  naval  sta¬ 
tion  in  the  future.  The  appropriation  for  the  work  amounts  to  $350,000,  but 
some  firms  are  willing  to  take  the  contracts  at  less  than  $100,000. 

Fire  in  the  Henrietta  coal  .mine  at  Dunlo,  Cambria  county.  Pa.,  Sept.  3, 
destroyed  the  tipple,  engine  and  boiler  houses,  head  frames  and  the  lining  of 
the  shaft,  together  with  the  cages  and  machinery.  Fifty  men  who  were  at 
work  in  the  mine  when  the  fire  broke  out  were  rescued  through  the  second 
opening.  Loss  about  $io, coo.  The  fire  was  of  accidental  origin. 

Manager  Young  of  the  M.  A.  Hanna  Coal  Company,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  is 
quoted  as  saying:  “In  the  early  part  of  next  year  we  will  have  one  of  the 
greatest  coal  strikes  this  country  has  ever  seen.  All  indications  are  that  the 
strike  will  last  many  months.  The  miners  stand  at  all  times  ready  to  fight 
against  a  reduction  of  wages.  When  the  Chicago  contract  expires,  or  possibly 
before  that  time,  they  will  be  obliged  to  accept  a  reduction  of  15  to  16  cents 
per  ton  or  fight.  I  think  they  will  fight,  and  will  fight  harder  than  they  have 
before.  The  West  Virginia  miners  are  working  cheaper  than  they  ever  have 
before.  All  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  other  miners  to  organize  them  have  been 
in  vain.  There  is  no  hope  that  they  will  be  brought  into  line.” 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company’s  statement  of  coal  and  coke  origi¬ 
nating  on  the  company’s  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending 


August  27,  1898,  is  as  follows: 

1898. 

1897. 

1898. 

Week  ending 

Year  to 

Year  to 

Aug.  27. 

Aug.  27. 

Aug.  28. 

Anthracite  coal,  short  tons . 

.  82,736 

2,271,031 

2,169,562 

7,984.969 

Bituminous  coal,  short  tons . 

9,026,669 

Coke,  short  tons . 

3,903,087 

2,924,301 

Total . 

. 450,779 

15.200.787 

13.078,832 

Many  miners  in  the  Hocking  Valley,  Ohio,  are  suffering  severely  for  want 
of  food,  clothing,  etc.,  on  account  of  short  work.  A  deputation  of  miners  was 
in  Toledo  last  week  and  made  the  following  statement:  "We  don’t  ask  money. 
We  are  willing  to  take  anything  we  can  get  in  the  line  of  provisions  and  cloth¬ 
ing.  We  have  children  who  are,  in  a  manner,  naked,  and  we  don’t  see  how 
we  can  send  them  to  school,  as  we  have  nothing  for  them  to  wear  and  no 
work.” 


Coal  shipments  from  the  Elk  Garden  and  Upper  Potomac  regions  of 
West  Virginia  for  the  week  ending  August  27  were  26,095  tons,  coke  ship¬ 
ments  5,ite  tons.  There  has  been  a  decrease  for  the  year  in  coal  shipments 
from  this  region  of  19,667  tons,  and  an  increase  in  coke  shipments  of  37,416 
tons. 

The  Tennessee  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  will  pay  their  miners 
for  September  on  the  same  basis  as  August.  At  Pratt  mines,  40c  per  ton;. at 
Blockton,  40c  per  ton,  with  the  contract  allowance  for  coal  under  four  feet; 
Blue  Creek,  30>^c  per  ton.  This  is  because  pig  iron  did  not  net  $7.60  per  ton 
for  all  grades  at  furnace. 

Last  week  the  schooner  James  F.  Beacham  was  loaded  with  1,300  tons  of 
coal  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  for  Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  and  it  was  the  first  cargo  of  any 
kind  to  leave  that  American  port  for  that  island.  The  coal  was  furnished  by 
the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Piedmont.  W.  \'a.,  and  was  for  use  of  Uncle 
Sam’s  warships.  It  is  noteworthy  that  the  vessel  took  out  foreign  clearance 
papers  as  follows: 

"James  F.  Beacham  had  cle.ired  with  1,300  tons  of  coal  for  the  island  of 
Porto  Rico,  a  part  of  the  dominion  of  His  Majesty  Alphonso XIII,”  indicating 
that  officially  Porto  Rico  is  still  a  possession  of  Spain. 
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DEALEBS  IN 

ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  GOALS 

ALSO 

BEST  GRADES  OF  COKE 


THE  CELEBRATED 


SMITHING  COAL 


DAVIS  COAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY, 

aKGARDir  BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  TKE 

Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


High  in  Carbon. 

Low  in  Sulphur  and  Ash. 


For  Ore  Smelters,  Founonee 
and  Family  Use. 


Capacity  of  Mines.  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens.  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont,  W,  Va. 

SMITHING  COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


Near  Van  Buren  in  Arkansas,  a  large  vein  of  fine  coal  is  being  developed. 
A  large  shaft  is  being  sunk. 

Mexico  purchased  $86,539  worth  of  American  coal  in  June,  1897,  while  in 
June,  1898,  the  sales  had  increased  to  $121,650. 

Coke  ovens  will  be  built  by  the  Cumberland  Coal  and  Iron  Co  mpanv 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  it  is  announced  that  a  blast  furnace  will  be  erected 
by  the  company  within  the  next  four  months. 

Preparations  are  being  made  for  mining  coal  near  Winfield,  Marion 
county,  Alabama.  The  Canton,  Aberdeen  and  Nashville  Railroad,  which  is 
being  built,  will  pass  through  these  coal  fields. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Southern  Railway  is  considering  the  construction  of  a 
large  spur  track  in  Walker  county,  Ala.,  to  get  to  the  coal  property  recently 
pUfchased  by  the  Ivy  Coal  and  Coke  Company. 

Shipments  from  the  George’s  Creek-Cumberland  coal  regions  for  the  week 
ended  Saturday,  August  27,  were  85,197  tons.  Shipments  for  the  year  to  date 
have  been  2,699,536  tons,  an  increase  of  143,4 11  tons  over  the  shipments  for  the 
same  period  in  1897. 

The  shipments  of  coke  over  the  West  Virginia  Central  and  Pittsburg 
Railroad  for  the  week  ending  August  .27  were  5,160  tons,  and  for  the  year  to 
that  date,  161,278  tons,  being  an  increase  of  37,416  tons,  as  compared  with  the 
same  period  of  last  year. 

The  total  shipment  of  cargo  coal  from  Newport  News,  Va.,  for  August 
was  about  110,000  tons.  In  addition  to  this,  10,000  tons  were  shipped  by  ves¬ 
sels  as  bunker  coal,  making  the  total  amount  120,000  tons.  The  greatest  bulk 
of  this  was  shipped  in  coastwise  trade  tor  New  York  and  Boston. 

It  is  stated  that  some  good  coal  contracts  for  fuel  are  being  received  in 
the  Birmingham,  Ala.,  district,  and  that  there  will  be  regular  work  at  the 
mines  all  during  the  winter.  The  contracts  that  are  being  received  are  for 
future  and  immediate  delivery  both.  The  prices  for  coal  are  not  advancing, 
but  are  holding  their  own. 

The  vast  coal  beds  of  Alabama  and  Tennessee  and  other  southern  states 
are  an  ever-increasing  source  of  revenue  to  both  the  owners  and  the  common¬ 
wealths.  The  proximity  to  many  of  these  mines  of  working  iron  ore  beds 
enhances  the  value  of  the  output  and  insures  an  uninterrupted  home  market. 
The  cost  of  production  is  low,  labor  plentiful  and  strikes  infrequent. 

Maryland  coal,  that  is  George’s  Creek  coal,  is  claimed  to  have  advan¬ 
tages  over  the  coal  mined  in  all  other  sections.  It  is  smokeless,  burns  to  an 
ash,  and  the  same  quantity  will  produce  more  heat,  and  consequently  steam, 
than  a  like  amount  mined  from  other  localities.  The  term  “smokeless”  is 
relative  only,  for  the  most  ardent  champions  of  George’s  Creek  coal  do  not 
claim  that  it  will  burn  without  making  some  smoke,  but  the  volume  and  den¬ 
sity  of  the  smoke  emitted  from  this  coal  is  much  less  than  that  made  from 
other  kinds. 

It  is  estimated  that  200,000  tons  of  coal  have  left  Biltimnre  for  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  coaling  stations  since  war  was  declared  by  the  United  States  against 
Spain.  This  amount  of  fuel  probably  necessitated  the  chartering  of  200  ves¬ 
sels,  and  the  shipbrokers  of  Baltimore  were  benefited  greatly  by  the  increase 
in  business,  which  stands  in  the  light  of  an  unexpected  bonanza,  since  there 
would  have  been  no  need  ot  this  great  amount  of  coal  if  the  Spaniards  at  Ha¬ 
vana  had  not  touched  the  electric  button  which  proved  so  fatal  to  our  sailors 
on  the  battleship  Maine. 


NEILSON 

RED^ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

DICKSOn  <& 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Offlce.  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Act. 


C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

AVOCA  ’’  (Pittston  District) 

FRANKLIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 
“LOUISE  ”  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

Hosbannon  and  Cnmberland  Vein  Bitaminons  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Title  Buildinst.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


XHEXURITEY  <&  JOl^ES  CO., 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL 

OF  THE 


CELEBRATED 


CONGO  COAL 

Anthracite  and  Smithing;  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  No.  355  Dearborn  St. 

COLUMBUS.  O.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


FRICK 

COKE. 


H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO. 


HeadquartersJ'for 


Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna. 

GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells- 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing  and 
domestic  purposes.  I  3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

Direct  Connections  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region, 

Quotations  Freight  Rates  Pamphlets  -'ivlne  fullinformation  promptly  furnished  upon  application. 
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Harrison 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years’ 
Service. 

1(>00 
Machines 
ill  use. 


1315 
sq .  ft.  in 
9  hours. 


Mininb  Maghines-Norwalk  Compressors. 


Best  Combination  for  Mining  Operations. 

COMBINA¬ 
TION 
RECORD: 

17  years* 
continn- 
ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
double 
shift. 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY,  -  -  -  Chicago,  Illinois. 


The  “Link-Belt”  Electric  Chain  Breast  Machine. 


COVERED  BY  FOUR  U.  S.  PATENTS  ISSUED  AND  PENDING. 


Special  Points  of  Advantage: 

Cuts  a  perfef'tly  Ifvel  floor;  leaves  no  bottom  coal  for  loaders  to  take  up. 

Works  equally  well  to  right  or  left  across  room  or  entry.  Machine  cuttings  can  be 
shoveled  from  either  s  de. 

System  of  rollers  by  means  of  which  machine  is  easily  moved  across  face  of  room, 
thereby  greatly  increasing  capacity. 

.•'hortest  machine  for  le  igth  of  undercut. 

Most  secure  and  easily-handled  rear  jack,  attached  to  machine. 

Simplest  feeding  me  hanism  (.ess  gears  and  fewest  number  of  parts. 

Comoa  t  “dust  and  wat  r-proof”  ir  >  ,-clad  muldpolar  motor. 

Str  imrest  frame  and  chain,  admitting  of  using  steel  most  economically. 
Chisel-holding  device  cover  d  by  patents  su  tained  by  Judge  Sage. 

PRICES  AN?  ESTIMATES  ON  APPLICATION. 


Power  Generators, 
Mine  Pumps, 
Locomotives, 

Drills,  Etc. 


The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 

En^ineers-Founders-illlaGiiinists,  Chicago,  u.  s.  a. 


THE  .lEFFREY  CHAIM  CfiAL  nUTTINC  MACHINERY. 

All  Claims  Based  on  Actual  Results. 


Machinery  fully  covered  by  Guarantees 

The  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter  will  produce  from 
100  percent  to  150  per  cent  more  coal  than  the 
puncher  machines  under  the  same  conditions. 

COIYIPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


Electric  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 


Electric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  Drills. 

Electric  Shearing  Macliiue,s. 
Air  Shearing  Machines. 


Electric  Long  wall  Machines. 
Air  Longwall  Machines. 
Electric  Locomotives. 
Electric  Pumps. 


Manufacturers  Dynamos  and  Motors. 


Compressed  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 


THE  JEFFREY  MFG.  CO.,  -  Columbus,  Ohio. 


The  Black  Diamond. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 

rPBUBHBP  WMgl.T 

u  TBS  IKTSBBST  OF  THS  COAL  UTDIJilfBy 

f  jr  me  black  diamond  coMD/un 


(nOOBPOSATIVj 


lOFFICIAL  PAPER  OF  THE  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF 

r  ILLINOIS  AND  WISCONSIN-Secretary, - 

[  THE  MICHIGAN  RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCIATION-Secretary, 

I  Jamas  T.  Eaman,  Detroit,  Mich.;  THE  WHOLESALE  AND 
L  RETAIL  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF  OHIO-Secretary, 
W.J. Ferguson, Dayton,  Ohio;  and  THE  INDIANA  RETAIL  COAL 
ASSOCIATION-Secretary,  A.  C.  Hill,  Kendallville,  Ind. 


fOHN  B.  LUCAS . 

VlK8.  H.  A.  BI8CHOPF . -  -  .  . 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE, 

fSAJlLT  (IN  ADVANCE), . 

Jingle  Copies,  -  -  .... 


Editor 
Business  Manager 
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ADVERTISING  RATES— FURNISHED  ON  APPLICATION. 

Address  all  communications  to 

Thb  Bi^aok  Diamond 

remple  Court  Building . Chicago,  III. 

!Jew  York,  29  Liberty  St.,  -  .  -  -  .  s.  O.  Graeb,  Mgr. 

ENTERED  AT  THE  CHICAGO  POST  OFFICE  AS  SECOND-CLASS  MATTER. 
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No.  12. 


We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  mine  owners,  workers, 
shippers  and  agents,  if  they  will  kindly,  from  time  to  time, 
furnish  such  intelligence  as  may  be  of  public  interest  to  the 
coal  trade,- when  It  comes  under  their  notice. 


MARKET  REVIEW* 


are  no  stronger  than  they  have  been  of  late.  There  is  already 
some  scarcity  of  cars  in  the  east  for  the  western  shipment  of  coal, 
and  some  shippers,  even  with  the  present  light  demand,  find  dififi- 
culty  in  getting  enough  to  fill  their  orders.  In  October  this  con¬ 
dition  may  be  greatly  intensified,  and  instead  of  all  rail  shipments, 
orders  may  have  to  be  filled  from  dock.  With  some  shippers 
there  is  quite  a  scarcity  of  chestnut  coal,  and  as  there  is  still  a 
heavy  surplus  of  stove  or  range,  it  is  quite  possible  the  shortage 
may  continue  for  a  while.  It  would  seem  that  there  is  an  in¬ 
creased  consumption  of  the  smaller  sizes  of  anthracite  for  domes¬ 
tic  use— chestnut  and  chestnut  No.  2,  and  pea,  and  nearly  all 
the  shippers  report  a  greater  proportionate  demand  for  these  sizes 
than  for  stove  or  small  egg,  as  compared  with  previous  years. 
October  is  looked  forward  to  with  much  interest  as  a  briskly 
active,  buying  movement  is  anticipated,  and  more  especially  so  if 
it  is  accompanied  by  cool,  bracing  weather. 

Bituminous  coal  has  certainly  felt  some  impulse  from  the 
cooler  weather,  and  the  call  for  fuel  has  been  more  general,  but 
the  increase  in  orders  has  not  been  large  enough  to  cause  much 
comment.  Still  the  gain  in  tonnage  is  appreciably  larger.  There 
is  now  little  doubt  expressed  that  the  slight  improvement  noted 
will  continue  to  grow  steadily  as  the  season  advances.  Commer¬ 
cial  coal  has  been  much  benefited  by  the  seasonable  change  in 
the  weather,  and  nearly  all  operators  and  jobbers  catering  to  this 
branch  of  the  trade  report  quite  an  access  of  orders.  These, 
though  small,  have  been  sufficiently  numerous  to  lead  the  trade 
to  regard  the  outlook  as  being  excellent  for  the  near  future,  when 
a  much  larger  tonnage  will  be  distributed.  Coal  for  factories  and 
steam  use  shows  a  little  better  movement,  and  evidence  is  ac¬ 
cumulating  that  this  fall  and  winter  considerable  activity  will  be 
noted  in  general  manufacturing  lines.  Among  the  western  coal 
operators  generally  there  is  a  greater  degree  of  harmony,  and  it 
will  be  surprising  if  in  the  near  future  this  does  not  develop  into 
closer  relationship  for  the  promotion  of  their  interests.  The 
point  has  been  truthfully  made  that  the  producing  and  selling  in¬ 
terests  are  not  making  anything  like  a  fair  margin  of  profit  on 
their  coal,  and  prices  today  are  closer  to  the  actual  cost  mark 
than  they  ever  have  been.  This  condition  of  things  ought  not 
and  will  not  be  continued  indefinitely. 

Coke  for  the  smaller  classes  of  manufacturing  and  smelting 
purposes  is  in  moderate  demand,  and  for  use  in  the  latter  shows 
some  increase,  while  prices  are  beginning  to  show  greater  sta¬ 
bility. 


According  to  the  Bureau  of  Coal  Statistics  compiled  in  the 
)ffice  of  the  Black  Diamond,  there  has  been  a  very  large  increase 
n  the  receipts  of  anthracite  coal  by  lake  at  Chicago  during  Aug- 
ist  as  compared  with  that  month  last  year;  there  was  also  a  good 
ncrease  in  the  all  rail  receipts,  but  shipments  show  a  slight  de- 
rease  for  the  same  period  and  comparison. 

Receipts  of  bituminous  coal  from  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  dur- 
ng  August  show  increases,  while  the  receipts  from  West  Virginia 
how  a.  large  falling  off,  due,  of  course,  to  the  resumption  of  min- 
ng  in  the  competitive  states  last  year.  In  Illinois  coal  large 
[ains  are  shown  in  the  receipts  from  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
lelds,  with  a  fair  gain  from  the  Central,  but  a  falling  off  is  noted 
rom  the  Southern  district.  Receipts  of  Indiana  block  shows  a 
air  increase  during  August,  and  miscellaneous  coal  a  large  in- 
rease  as  compared  with  August,  1897.  General  shipments  of 
•ituminous  coal  have  slightly  increased. 

Coke  receipts  and  shipments  for  August  have  increased  largely 
•ver  those  for  the  same  month  last  year,  accounted  for  by 
he  activity  in  the  manufacture  of  iron  and  steel  and  gen- 
ral  metallurgical  operations  throughout  the  West. 

Anthracite  coal  shows  but  little  change,  though  cooler  weather 
las  caused  a  little  better  inquiry  and  demand  from  certain  sec- 
ions  of  the  country  and  from  dealers  who  had  not  bought  in  July, 
nd  as  there  is  less  coal  being  forwarded  the  inference  is  drawn 
hat  most  of  the  July  coal  has  been  shipped.  Still  there  is  little 
ctivity  anywhere,  as  it  would  be  absurd  to  expect  a  large  buying 
aovement  in  September  after  such  heavy  sales  had  been  made  in 
uly.  As  to  prices  the  less  said  the  better,  as  it  is  certain  they 


Our  New  York  representative  reports  a  fair  tonnage  of  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  moving,  but  the  cooler  weather  and  advancing  season 
has  not  conduced  to  the  activity  expected.  The  reason  for  this 
backwardness  is  hard  to  discover,  for  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
trade  that  stocks  in  distributors’  hands  are  light,  and  yet  the  lower 
figures  recently  made  to  purchasers  and  the  increased  commis¬ 
sions  to  middlemen  may  have  enabled  smaller  buyers  to  supply 
current  requirements.  Report  has  it  that  stocks  in  the  far  East, 
outside  of  a  few,  are  small  and  that  no  large  amount  of  coal  has 
been  bought.  It  is  generally  believed  that  the  position  of  the  com¬ 
panies  is  becoming  stronger,  as  the  great  bulk  of  the  winter’s 
business  has  yet  to  be  done.  New  York,  however,  does  not  show 
the  improvement  which  is  so  evident  in  the  East,  dealers  appar¬ 
ently  not  caring  to  speculate  at  present,  though  the  light  stocks 
they  carry  must  force  them  into  the  market  at  an  early  day.  A 
personal  investigation  by  our  representative  reveals  the  fact  that  of 
180  yards  in  New  York  with  a  capacity  of  450,000  tons,  he  foundthe 
stocks  did  not  exceed  18  per  cent  of  that  amount.  Hence  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  greater  activity  will  soon  become  ap¬ 
parent.  Concessions  of  15  cents  to  40  cents  a  ton  continue  to  be 
made  through  the  usual  channels,  but  the  companies  are  holding 
prices  fairly  steady.  The  output  for  August  was  3,725,000  tons — 
an  excess  of  225,000  tons  over  the  allotment.  The  seaboard  soft 
coal  trade  is  quiet,  though  a  few  orders  are  being  placed  by  con¬ 
sumers  who  wish  to  take  advantage  of  the  present  low  rates  of 
ocean  freight.  Long  Island  Sound  business  shows  some  improve¬ 
ment,  but  New  York  harbor  trade  seems  to  be  unchanged.  All 

Market  Review  continued  on  page  322. 
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The  Black  Diamond. 


I  EASTEHX  OFFICE  OF  THE  HLACK  DIAMOM).  | 


29  LIBERTY  STREET,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


«»««&«>:  i5*  o  «««:<»  o  ss  p  » 

PRICES  F.  O.  K.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  I'ORTS. 

Septemrer  14,  1898. 

Broken  Egg.  Stove. 

Companies  Free  Burning 

White  Ash .  $3-65  SCQO  f4.i5 

STEAM  SIZES. 


»  ■?>  O  P  p. 


Nut 

S3-90 


Pea. 


.$2. 


Buckwheat . 
Rice . 


00-$2.50 
,65-  2.00 
,30-  1.45 


AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 


White  ash 


Pink  ash. 


.$5. 00 
•  5-50 


Redash . .  . . . . ..........  575 

There  is  a  lair  tonnage  moving  in  the  anthracite  coal  trade,  though  the 
cooler  weather  of  the  past  few  days  has  not  yet  imparted  the  stimulus  to  this 
industry  that  should  be  expected.  The  reason  for  this  is  hardly  known, as  the 
best  opinion  in  the  market  is  to  the  effect  that  stocks  in  dealers  hands  are  light 
at  all  points,  yet  the  lower  figures  that  have  been  made  in  the  past  few  weeks 
to  the  purchaser,  and  especially  to  middlemen,  in  the  way  of  larger  commis¬ 
sions  by  a  number  of  interests,  may  have  been  the  means  of  supplying  the 
more  urgent  wants  of  dealers  and  delaying  the  first  flush  of  orders  just 
so  much.  The  reports  from  the  far  East  are  that  stocks  are  exceed¬ 
ingly  light,  and  outside  of  one  or  two  instances  no  coal  of  any  amount 
has  been  bought.  Dealers  in  that  territory  admit  that  it  is  now  a 
fighting  market  from  day  to  day.  With  the  somewhat  better  demand 
from  “consumers  their  wants  are  increasing,  and  the  lower  figures 
that  hive  been  named  on  the  cheaper  coals  and  on  some  future  delivery 
contracts  keep  them  busy  fighting  for  concessions  in  prices.  Up  to 
now,  however,  it  is  thought  the  companies  hold  the  strongest  position,  as  they 
realize  that  with  the  present  temperature  a  good  demand  will  shortly  fol.ow. 
At  New  York  trade  is  quiet,  and  does  not  show  that  improvement  that  is  evi¬ 
dent  in  the  East.  The  business  here  is  apparently  delayed  for  the  reason 
that  dealers  do  not  care  to  speculate  on  the  present  market,  though  from  the 
present  status  a  good  active  business  can  be  looked  for,  as  stocks  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  yards  prove  to  be  exceedingly  light.  In  order  to  get  at  the  cause  of  the 
backwardness  of  the  market,  we  made  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  various 
yards  in  New  York  City,  and  taking  an  average  of  the  180  yards  with  a  capac¬ 
ity  of  450,000  tons,  we  find  that  the  stock  now  in  these  yards  do  not  exceed 
eighteen  percent  of  their  total  capacity.  This,  when  we  consider  the  various 
sizes  that  have  to  be  carried  in  stock  and  the  daily  demand  of  the  peddlers, 
would  seem  very  small  indeed,  especially  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  the 
opinions  offered  that  trade  will  be  very  active  with  the  advance  of  the  fall  sea¬ 
son  will  undoubtedly  be  verified.  Dealers  are  looking  forward  to  this  condi¬ 
tion  as  much  as  the  wholesalers,  and  say  that  there  will  be  little  money  to  be 
made  this  year,  as  when  the  rush  comes  it  will  likely  be  of  a  character  neces¬ 
sitating  the  hiring  of  additional  cars  and  help,  which  absorbs  the  profit  that 
should  come  to  them.  Prices  are  unchanged  from  last  week,  concess  o  is 
from  the  circular  of  15—40  cents  are  being  made  through  the  usual  channels, 
though  the  companies  are  holding  fairly  firm. 

The  output  for  the  month  of  August  is  in  round  numbers  3,725,000  tons. 
This  is  225,000  tons  in  excess  of  the  recommended  tonnage.  It  compares  with 
an  output  of  4,086,000  tons  for  1897  and  3,950,000  tons  in  1896.  This  brings  the 
figures  for  the  first  eight  months  up  to  237,000,000  tons,which  shows  a  decrease 
of  about  half  a  million  tons  over  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  quiet,  though  there  are  a 
few  orders  coming  in  to  producers’  hands  from  consumers  who,  fearing  the 
fall  advance  in  ocean  freights,  are  endeavoring  to  take  advantage  of  the  low 
ocean  freights  now  prevailing.  This  has  been  the  chief  cause  of  what  little 
stamina  the  market  has  at  this  time.  The  organization  of  the  steamship 
bunkering  association  has  created  some  little  competition  on  the  other  side, 
and  we  understand  that  prices  are  not  being  controlled  as  it  was  thought  they 
would  be.  There  ought  to  be  an  opening  for  fall  demand  before  long,  as  shoal 
water  ports  must  take  on  their  winter  supply  of  coal  before  these  ports  freeze 
up  and  the  ocean  transportation  takes  time  which  must  be  taken  into  consid¬ 
eration,  and  not  only  this,  but  the  general  trade  should  be  taking  on  a  little 
extra  supply  for  winter  exigencies.  The  far  East  is  sending  some  few  oniers 
forward,  but  when  they  are  not  upon  the  larger  seasoncontracts  they  generadv 
consist  of  odds  and  ends  that  do  not  amount  to  much  in  tonnage,  f  ne  hound 
business  is  better  than  it  was  and  this  trade  is  taking  in  some  extra  coal  for 
winter  supplies  at  the  prevailing  low  ocean  freights.  New  York  harbor  trade 
seems  to  be  little  changed;  there  is  a  small  amount  of  trade  doing  of  a  regular 
character  and  generally  through  the  regular  channels.  All  rail  trade  is  quiet 
and  prices  still  being  cut  to  a  minimum,  and  this  fact  is  detracting  much  of 
the  attention  that  it  received  in  former  years.  Trade  local  to  the  shipping 
ports  IS  dull  and  portrays  no  new  features.  The  bunker  trade  is  being  at¬ 
tended  to  by  the  usual  people  mostly  under  contract.  Export  trade  is  being 
sought  after,  and  a  determined  effort  is  being  made  to  keep  the  trade  that  has 
come  to  American  coaU  during  the  foreign  coal  strike. 

Transportation  from  rivers  to  tide  is  good.  The  demand  for  coal  being 
light  we  do  not  hear  much  in  regard  to  it  and  its  effects.  Car  supply  is  up  to 
all  demands,  and  whereas  the  usual  embargoes  to  foreign  roads  are  applying, 
yet  there  is  a  disposition  being  shown  by  the  main  line  roads  to  evade  their 
own  embargoes  to  particular  individual  application. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  rates  are  quiet  and  low.  Vessels  are 
scarce,  and  it  is  difficult  to  procure  vessels  for  special  cases,  but  by  waiting 
shippers  are  able  tocover  their  orders.  We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  from 
Philadelphia  as  follows:  Boston,  Salem,  Portland  and  Portsmouth,  55-60C; 
Providence,  New  Bedford  and  the  Sound,  50c;  Warehain,  70c:  Lynn,  New- 
buryport  and  Bangor,  65-70C;  Dover  8oc  and  towage,  Saco  75-80C  and  towage; 
Bath  andGardinerboc  with  towage  to  latter  port.  The  further  lower  ports  are 
5  cents  above  these  rates. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  $1.60  to 
$1.75  f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia,  §1.25  to  $1.50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  $1.65  to  §1.75 
on  the  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  $2.10  to 
$2.20  on  the  higher  grades,  and  $1.60  to  §1.75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


September  14,  1898. 


The  anthracite  coal  trade  at  this  centre  presents  little  change  from  that  of 
a  week  ago.  The  cooler  weather  of  the  past  few  days  has  brought  in  a  few 
extra  orders,  but  the  total  tonnage  has  not  amounted  to  much  and  has  helped 
the  trade  little  in  the  way  of  general  improvement.  Consumers  have  started 
replenishing  their  bins,  which  is  giving  the  dealer  some  business,  but  as  yet 
this  is  not  reflected  in  the  wholesale  market,  and  the  belief  is  that  it  will 
be  some  time  yet  before  the  demand  for  coal  is  felt.  The  companies  are 
apparently  not  forcing  sales  at  present  in  the  hope  of  reaping  the  benefit 
when  trade  sets  in  by  getting  at  least  full  circular  figures.  There  is, 
however,  plenty  of  coal  being  offered  around  which  is  sufficient  to  cover 
all  orders  in  the  market  at  prices  considerably  below  schedule.  Good 
stove  coal  is  being  sold  at  $2.00,  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  breaker  and  the  other 
sizes  in  accordance.  We  hear  of  no  talk  or  suggestions  of  advancing 
prices  for  September  and  no  doubt  the  companies  will  be  satisfied  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  present  list  for  the  rest  of  the  season.  Just  what  effect  the  policy 
of  one  price  throughout  the  year  is  going  to  have  upon  the  trade  is  not  yet 
known,  but  when  the  speculative  feature  is  removed  from  the  market  it  is  tak¬ 
ing  from  it  one  of  its  most  attractive  features.  It  is  also  thought  that  it  will 
affect  the  total  tonnages  to  some  extent,  as  consumers,  who  are  induced  to  put 
in  their  supply  of  coal  early  in  the  season  by  reason  of  alow  price,  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  use  more  coal  than  if  they  are  entirely  dependent  upon  gas  for  fuel 
during  the  summer  months.  This  is  a  question  worthy  of  consideration.  Ship¬ 
ments  to  the  East  are  somewhat  better  than  they  have  been,  due  to  a  little 
better  demand,  and  the  forwarding  of  coal  to  storage  yards  at  shoal  water 
ports,  which  take  their  usual  quota  before  they  close  up  with  ice.  The  ton¬ 
nage  for  August  is  reported  to  be  approximately  3,725,000 tons.  This,  although 
225,000  tons  in  excess  of  the  estimated  output,  is  considerably  less  than  for  any 
corresponding  month  in  the  last  three  years,  and  about  half  a  million  tons  less 
for  the  first  eight  months  of  the  year  than  for  the  same  period  in  1897.  . 

The  soft  coal  trade  continues  very  quiet.  Most  of  the  tonnage  going  for¬ 
ward  is  on  old  business,  with  an  occasional  order  from  producers,  who  fear  an 
advance  in  ocean  freights  and  see  the  necessity  of  a  large  consumption  in 
their  business  in  the  near  future.  I’roducers,  however,  are  sanguine  over  the 
situation,  as  they  feel  that  with  the  advance  of  fall  weather  extra  tonnage  Will 
be  reijuired  from  their  regular  season  customers,  and  in  addition  to  this  the 
shoal  water  ports  will  have  to  take  on  their  winter  stock,  which  ought  to  be 
sufficient  to  keep  the  mines  running  pretty  full  time.  The  far  East,  outside 
of  season  contracts,  is  very  dull.  The  character  of  the  orders  sent  in  are 
small,  and  would  indicate  that  dealers  are  not  doing  anything  outside  of 
piecing  out  with  an  occasional  cargo.  The  Sound  ports  are  improved,  con¬ 
sumers  taking  advantage  of  the  low  ocean  freights  to  replenish  their  stock. 
Export  trade  continues  good,  and  the  future  for  the  business  looks  very 
bright.  The  trade  sought  after  at  this  time  seems  to  be  the  steamship  busi¬ 
ness,  which  is  receiving  a  good  deal  of  attention,  owing  to  differences  still 
existing  in  the  Bunkering  Association,  and  some  low  prices  are  still  being 
named.  Transportation  from  mmes  to  tide  is  good.  Car  supply  is  up  to  all 
demands  to  those  taking  prompt  care  of  their  cars. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  scarce  and  in  demand, 
especially  of  the  medium  class,  though  rates  have  not  advanced.  We  quote 
current  rates  of  freight  from  Philadelphia  as  follows;  to  Boston,  Salem, 
Portland  and  Portsmouth,  55-60,  Sound  ports  50,  Wareham  70,  Lynn  and 
Newburyport  and  Bangor  65-70,  Dover  80  and  towage,  Saco  75-80  and  tow¬ 
age,  Bath  and  Gardin.r  60,  with  additional  towage  to  latter  port. 


BOSTON,  MASS. 


September  14,  1898. 


Trade  in  hard  coal  is  still  very  light.  The  yard  men  continue  to  hold  off, 
feeling  that  they  will  not  lose  anything  by  so  doing. 

Some  argue  that  the  production  of  3,000,000  tons  will  be  excessive  for  this 
month.  Prices  are  as  last  reported  and  steady.  Outside  miners,  that  is,  the 
individual  operators  are  making  concessions. 

The  companies'  prices  on  free  burning  white  ash  coals,  net  New  York,  are 
as  follows:  Stove,  S4.00;  egg,  $3.75@3-8o;  free  broken,  $3.50;  chestnut,  $3.60© 
3.65.  Individual  operators  sell  40@5o  cents  under  these  prices. 

There  is  nothing  new  transpiring  in  bituminous  coal,  prices  continuing 
steady.  Deliveries  on  old  contracts  just  now  are  somewhat  better. 

George’s  Creek  Cumberland,  Si.75@ - per  ton;  Clearfield  $1.45®!. 55  at 


Philadelphia;  and  Baltimore,  Si.7o®i.75;  New  River  and  Pocahontas  coals, 

- $1.75  at  Newport  News  and  Norfolk. 

The  vessel  rates  are  steady,  but  tonnage  is  not  called  for  to  any  extent. 
Rates  are  as  follows:  from  New  York  4o@5oc;  from  Philadelphia,  6o@ 
65c;  from  Baltimore  70@75c;  from  Newport  News,  7o@75c,  and  from  Norfolk, 

7o@75c.  . 

Business  at  retail  is  of  light  proportion  though  somewhat  better  than  it  was. 

Prices  are  steady.' 

Regular  quotations:  Stove,  $5  00;  nut,  »4.75@5  751  egg,  $4-75:  furnace $4.50; 
Franklin  stove,  $6.25@6.5o;  Lehigh,  egg,  §5.25@5.5o;  Lehigh  furnace,  $5.00;  soft 
coal,  $3.00;  Shamokin,  $4.75@5.oo. 

The  receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  in  this  port  the  past  week 
and  since  January  i,  compared  with  last  year,  have  been: 

—1898—  —1897— 

Week.  Year.  Week.  Year 

Anthracite .  45>466  1,174,653  347^0  1,366,568 

Bituminous .  52,246  1,252.481  24,199  1,029,184 


An  improved  mining  machine  has  been  placed  in  Ocean  mine  near  Frost- 
burg,  Allegany  county,  Md.  The  motive  power  is  compressed  air.  The  ma¬ 
chine,  which  is  of  the  Ingersoll  pattern,  has  been  worked  with  advantage  in 

the  low  veins  in  other  regions,  where  the  coal  is  but  eighteen  inches  thick.  In 
three-foot  veins  it  has  undermined  a  room  ten  yards  wide  to  the  depth  of  six 
feet  in  one  hour  with  the  assistance  of  two  men.  The  machine  is  yet  an  ex¬ 
periment  in  the  thick  seams  of  the  Cumberland  region. 
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I  CHICAGO  MARKET.  | 

All  classes  of  shippers  of  anthracite  coal  report  a  slightly  better  inquiry 
for  coal  and  that  the  inquiries  have,  in  some  instances,  been  followed  by  orders, 
but  without  any  improvement  in  the  selling  figures  which  fluctuate  between 
84.75  and  84.50.  All  the  local  docks  and  yards  occupied  by  companies’  sales 
agents  are  adhering  to  84-75  as  the  price  to  the  dealer  trade  and  apparently 
there  is  little,  if  any,  deviation  from  that  quotation.  Many  of  the  suburban 
towns  are  calling  for  more  coal,  but  this  as  yet  is  very  largely  on  orders  placed 
some  six  or  seven  weeks  ago.  The  actual  demand  for  coal  on  new  business 
either  in  the  city  or  outside  is  so  far  only  a  minor  quantity,  but  it  shows  a  real  im¬ 
provement  over  that  which  obtained  late  in  August  and  early  this  month,  still 
it  is  very  far  from  being  active  or  even  moderately  fair.  This  is  not  at  all 
surprising  taking  into  consideration  the  large  tonnage  which  was  placed  in 
July,  and  it  may  be  several  weeks  before  there  is  more  than  a  moderate  de¬ 
mand,  but  as  most  of  the  dealers  are  carrying  light  stocks,  the  movement  of 
coal  will  become  active  as  soon  as  the  necessity  for  its  use  arises.  Retailers 
report  quite  a  little  spurt  of  orders,  but  this  has  again  dropped  off  and  cooler 
weather  must  be  in  evidence  before  there  is  a  renewal  of  activity.  Prices  at 
retail  range  from  85-5o  to  86.00  according  to  the  length  of  the  haul. 

Bituminous  coal  for  domestic  purposes  has  been  in  better  demand  and  the 
chances  are  that  it  will  show  a  steady  improvement.  Wholesalers  of  the  bet¬ 
ter  grades  adapted  for  stove  and  grate  use,  already  note  some  increase  in 
orders  from  the  outside  as  well  as  from  city  and  suburban  trade.  Shippers  of 
cannel  coal  also  report  quite  a  little  increase  in  their  orders  for  grate  use,  the 
chilly  mornings  and  evenings  rendering  a  fire  necessary  for  comfort.  A  mod¬ 
erate  to  fair  demand  obtains  for  steam  coal,  and  as  manufacturing  plants 
throughout  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Chicago  are  increasing  their  capacity, 
the  necessity  for  increased  supplies  of  fuel  becomes  apparent.  As  will  be 
noticed  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the  editorial  page,  receipts  of  soft  coal  from 
the  states  supplying  this  market  have,  with  one  exception,  increased  quite 
largely  during  August.  Prices  generally,  though  no  better,  are  somewhat 
steadier  than  they  have  been  for  some  time.  On  the  whole  the  bituminous  coal 
market  has  gained  some  degree  of  strength  during  the  week. 

Coke  begins  to  manifest  more  activity  for  foundry  purposes,  and  though 
prices  are  low  they  are  somewhat  steadier  than  they  have  been  of  late. 

.  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Septe.mber  15, 1898. 

The  Monongahela  coal  miners  located  m  the  third  pool  have  had  more  suc¬ 
cess  in  organizing  a  strike  than  was  anticipated.  According  to  the  latest  ac¬ 
counts,  all  the  pools  are  closed  down.  The  strikers  followed  out  their  old 
plan  of  holding  meetmgsat  the  pit  mouth,  and  prevailing  upon  the  workers  to 
come  out.  On  Tuesday  last  a  district  convention  was  held  in  this  city  and  ar¬ 
rangements  were  made  to  enforce  the  5-cent  levy  upon  the  membership  or¬ 
dered  some  weeks  ago.  The  organized  miners  in  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois 
are  encouraging  the  Monongahela  strike.  So  far,  the  strike  has  been  orderly, 
but  the  strikers  at  some  points  are  rather  boisterous.  Generally,  however,  the 
Monongahela  miners  are  very  orderly,  and  know  how  to  carry  on  a  strike 
without  violating  the  law. 

The  local  coal  trade  is  picking  up  somewhat,  as  the  mills  are  using  more 
fuel.  The  river  is  doing  little  more  than  supplying  mill  trade,  hence  they  are 
not  much  disturbed  by  the  strike.  In  the  railroad  district  matters  show  no 
material  change.  Prices  remain  as  last  quoted, with  river  coal  selling  at  34^c. 
per  bushel  for  lump,  2j4c.  for  run-of-mine  and  2'4c.  for  slack.  Railroad  coal 
is  82c.  per  ton  at  mine;  81  07  f.  o.  b.  Pittsburg. 

The  car  supply  is  causing  no  little  trouble  in  the  coal  trade.  It  is  stated 
that  the  Monongahela  division  of  the  Pennsylania  Railroad  supplied  only  50 
per  cent  of  the  car  orders,  while  on  the  Panhandle  the  supply  was  10  per  cent 
worse.  The  scarcity  of  rolling  stock  between  Pittsburg  and  Chicago  is  given 
as  the  cause. 

The  Connellsville  region  coke  trade  seems  to  be  gaining  ground,  as  the 
general  tone  is  much  stronger.  There  is  little  stock  of  coke  in  this  region  just 
now,  as  it  has  been  very  well  cleaned  out.  The  scarcity  of  cars  is  felt  in  this 
branch  also.  The  total  number  is  large  enough,  but  some  shippers  want  box 
cars,  while  others  use  only  open  cars.  There  are  now  13,499  ovens  in  blast, 
with  5,405  idle.  The  production  for  the  first  week  was  139,499  tons,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  1640  tons.  Shipments  amounted  to  139,897  tons,  which  was 
tons  better  than  the  previous  week.  Prices  show  no  change. 
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OMAHA,  AEBR. 

September  15,  1898. 

A  coal  man's  ideal  in  the  weather  line  has  existed  in  the  Missouri  River 
country  for  the  past  week,  and  the  business  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired. 

The  hard  coal  situation  has  not  changed  very  much;  there  are  still  rumors 
of  coal  to  be  had  at  the  July  price,  but  these  rumors  grow  less  positive  every 
day  and  lack  confirmation.  If  there  is  any  coal  being  offered  at  the  old  figure 
the  pledge  of  secrecy  must  be  exacted.  The  chances  are  that  the  stronger 
market  has  done  away  with  all  desire  to  unload,  and  if  anybody  is  not  provided 
with  coal,  higher  prices  will  have  to  be  paid. 

The  late  storm  changed  the  situation  from  a  buyer's  to  a  seller’s  market 
in  the  item  of  soft  coal,  and  everything  in  sight  was  taken  care  of,  from  the 
coal  on  track  to  the  last  car  loaded  at  the  mines,  and  dealers  were  obliged  to 
work  far  into  the  night  in  order  to  satisfy  their  customers.  This  little  spurt  of 
business,  while  short-lived,  puts  the  market  in  the  best  possible  condition,  as 
dealers  will  now  be  able  to  stock  up  with  fresh  coal  and  be  prepared  for  the 
regular  steady  business  which  is  now  to  follow. 

Steam  coal  continues  in  good  supply  and  prices  are  a  trifle  weak. 

In  the  retail  market  the  only  change  in  prices  worthy  of  note  is  the  raise 
in  anthracite,  which  now  sells  for  88,00,  an  advance  of  50  cents. 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

September  15,  1898. 

The  coal  trade  in  this  market  remains  in  the  same  condition  as  a  week 
pricer*^^  activity  both  in  anthracite  and  bituminous,  and  no  change  in 

Quotations  remain  as  follows; 

^^Jh^'acite  coal,  2,240  pounds,  delivered  free  on  board  of  vessels  at 
Buffalo,  prices  on  May  i  were;  84-30  for  grate;  84-55  for  egg,  stove  and  chest¬ 
nut;  retail,  within  the  city  limits,  2,000  pounds,  delivered  M^y  i,  84.50  on  urate- 
S4-75  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  and  84  for  pea.  Blossberg  sells  at  84 

t  or  bituminous  coal,  2,000  pounds  car  lots  on  track,  Buffalo,  Alleehenv 
region,  screened  lump  81.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  81.50;  run  of  mine,  81.40- 
nut  and  slack  rnixed,  81.25;  slack,  81.15.  Reynoldsville  region,  screened  lump 
81.60,  lump  and  nut  mixed,  81.60;  run  of  mine,  81.50;  nut  and  slack  mixed! 
81.30;  slack,  81.20.  Pittsburg  region,  screened  lump,  81.70;  lump  and  nut 
mixed,  81.60;  run  of  mine,  81.50;  nut,  81.50;  slack,  81.20.  Fairmont  region 
screened  lump,  81.70;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  81.60;  run  of  mine,  81  50-  slack 
81.20.  Mercer  County  region,  screened  lump,  81.60;  lump  and  nut’mixed’ 
81.50:  run  of  mine,  $1.40;  slack,  81.15.  Briar  Hill  region,  screened  lump,  84  4i;- 
Cannel  coal.  No.  i,  84.  p>*’o  J3> 

Coke  is  quoted  at  83.15  for  Reynoldsville  and  84.05  for  Connellsville  ner 
net  ton  in  car  lots  on  tracks.  ^ 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  September  10  ag¬ 
gregated  85,305  tons,  distributed  as  follows;  Chicago, 25,450  tons;  Milwaukee 
25,220  tons;  Toledo,  4.875  tons;  Duluth,  9,450  tons;  Superior,  10000  tons- 
Manitowoc,  3,000  tons;  Green  Bay,  3,850  tons;  St.  Clair,  460  tons;  Sarnia,  800 
tons;  Gladstone,  500  tons;  Raeine,  700  tons;  Escanaba,  1,000  tons. 

These  shipments  show  a  falling  off  of  about  35,000  tons  from  the  high 
water  mark  of  last  week.  ^ 

A  well  posted  coal  man  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  shipments  will  soon  in¬ 
crease  again,  and  show  a  large  total  at  the  close  of  navigation.  He  says  that 
plenty  of  coal  is  being  mined  at  present,  but  that  the  eastern  market  is  taking 
coal  freely  and  shipments  from  the  mines  to  the  lake  docks  have  been  some¬ 
what  diminished.  He  anticipates  a  change  when  the  eastern  markets  are 
fairly  supplied,  and  thinks  there  will  be  quite  a  rush  of  coal  to  the  lakes,  des¬ 
tined  for  the  western  market.  The  falling  off  in  shipments  has  affected  the 
freights,  and  the  rate  to  Chicago  and  Milwaukee  has  dropped  off  from  30c  to 
25c.  Freight  rates  prevailing  to  other  ports  are  as  follows;  Duluth,  20c-  To¬ 
ledo,  25c;  Superior,  20c;  Manitowoc,  25c;  Green  Bay,  25c;  Racine,  30c-  St 
Clair,  30c;  Sarnia,  25c;  Gladstone,  20c;  Escanaba,  25c. 

The  chief  mine  inspector  of  Ohio  has  issued  his  table  of  figures  to  show 
the  total  amount  of  coal,  anthracite  and  bituminous,  shipped  from  all  Lake 
Erie  ports  to  upper  lake  points  during  the  season  of  1897.  These  figures  are 
probably  the  best  figures  available  to  show  the  extent  of  this  business,  as  it  is 
well  understood  that  the  custom  house  records,  owing  to  defects  in  the  law 
governing  entries  and  clearance  of  vessels,  are  very  far  from  showing  the  traf¬ 
fic  in  its  true  proportion.  These  figures  show  a  total  of  7,977,248  tons  of  coal 
shipped  from  Lake  Erie  in  1897,  of  which  2,745, 130  tons  are  anthracite,  and 
5,252,118  tons  bitumitous.  Of  the  bituminous  coal  3,326,814  tons  were  from 
Pennsylvania  mines  and  1,355.138  tons  were  from  Ohio  mines,  565,166  tons  of 
West  Virginia  coal  was  shipped  from  Lake  Erie. 

The  Steamer  Hendrick  S.  Holden  leaves  Cleveland  for  Duluth  today  to  take 
on  her  first  cargo.  She  is  one  of  the  largest  vessels  on  the  lakes  and  is  owned 
by  a  syndicate  among  whom  are  John  J.  McWilliams,  coal  agent  of  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  Railroad  here,  and  vice  president  of  the  Lackawanna  Railroad,  and  Hen¬ 
drick  S.  Holden,  after  whom  the  boat  is  named. 

A  new  record  for  amount  of  cargo  moved  down  the  Great  Lakes  by  a  single 
engine  has  just  been  established  by  the  Rockefeller  fleet.  Last  week  the 
Steamer  George  Stephenson  of  this  line  left  Duluth,  towing  the  Barges  Roebling 
and  Nasmyth.  The  three  vessels  carried  19,761  net  tons  of  iron  ore. 

The  rapid  increase  in  the  size  of  cargoes  is  shown  by  figures  taken  from 
the  records  of  the  Duluth,  Misabi  and  Northern  docks  at  Duluth.  The  aver¬ 
age  size  of  the  ore  cargoes  loaded  at  these  docks  in  1895  was  1,809  tons;  in 
i8g6  2,214  tons;  in  1897  3.541  tons,  and  in  1898  the  average  cargo  will  probably 
reach  4.000  tons.  These  figures  tell  the  story  of  the  decline  of  the  small  vessel 
on  the  lakes  and  their  utter  uselessness  for  transacting  business  under  mod¬ 
ern  conditions. 

An  exchange  gives  some  interesting  figures  which  clearly  indicate  why 
there  are  so  many  strikes  among  the  miners  of  bituminous  coal.  The  report 
of  the  chief  mine  inspector  of  Ohio  shows  that  the  miners  of  that  state  were  on 
an  average  employed  1503^  days  in  1897,  at  an  average  daily  wage  of  81.27, 
making  the  average  yearly  wage  8192.05  in  1897,  as  compared  with  8221.55  in 
1896.  The  number  of  mines  in  operation  in  the  state  of  Ohio  in  1897  was 
greater  than  in  i896,and  greater  than  at  any  previous  time  in  the  history  of  the 
state.  In  other  words,  there  are  so  many  mines  in  operation  that  miners  are 
employed  only  half  the  time,  and  in  the  course  of  a  year  earn  only  about  half 
as  much  as  an  adult  workman,  or  even  a  laborer  employed  about  a  shop  or 
factory  with  steady  employment  during  the  course  of  a  year.  More  than 
20,000  miners  in  Ohio  are  in  this  deplorable  condition,  and  the  worst  feature  of 
the  case  is  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  see  where  a  remedy  of  this  state  of  things 
can  be  found. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

September  15,  1898. 


Trade  has  been  much  better  this  week,  for  the  reason  that  the  G.  A.  R.  re¬ 
union  held  here  last  week  paralyzed  business,  and  because  the  weather  for  a 
week  has  been  almost  disagreeably  cold,  and  exactly  the  kind  to  start  people 
buying  coal.  Prices  remain  very  low,  however,  and  there  is  no  telling  when 
they  can  be  advaned.  Two  dollars  a  ton  delivered  is  the  outside  price  for  all 
kinds  of  soft  coal  retail,  and  4%  to  5  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  the  river  is  the 
wholesale  price.  Nut  and  slack  is  in  fair  demand  at  3J^  cents  a  bushel  by  the 
barge  load,  but  the  retail  price  of  this  is  very  low  also.  Rail  coal  has  been 
quite  dull  for  the  double  reason  that  cars  have  been  almost  impossible  to  get, 
and  the  low  price  of  river  coal  has  made  the  competition  undesirable.  Hard 
coal  is  in  fair  demand  at  former  prices,  which  are  85.50  to  85-75  ^  fon  delivered 
to  the  consumer.  There  is  still  an  immense  stock  of  coal  afloat  in  the  river. 
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CONNELLS VI LLE,  PA. 


ANNOUNCEMENT. 


Septe.mber  13,  1898. 

The  coke  trade  in  the  Connellsville  region  last  week  showed  only  a  slight 
change  in  production  and  output  as  compared  with  the  week  previous.  The 
prospects  are  that  the  trade  will  brighten  up  materially  in  th  ;  ne<t  few  weeks. 
The  Clara  and  Alice  furnaces  at  Sharpsville  have  resumed  operations,  both 
being  consumers  of  Connellsville  coke.  Also  a  number  of  furnaces  which  had 
been  taking  only  spasmodic  consignments  of  coke  have  now  resumed  their 
steady  chain  of  orders  each  week,  among  them  the  Thomas,  Spearman  and 
Sharon  furnaces. 

The  car  situation  is  a  puzzler.  The  P.  R .  R.  is  short  on  bo<  cars,  and  the 
B.  &  O.  is  not  able  to  come  to  the  rescue  as  it  was  a  few  weeks  ago,  having 
sent  the  extra  supply  of  b  ix  cars  over  1 1  the  West  Virginia  Central  railroad 
for  u->e  in  the  coke  region  there.  The  B.  &  O.  has  500  coke  racks  of  the  new 
liattern  for  use,  but  these  open  tops  do  not  seem  to  hive  the  call  now.  The 
B.  &  O.,  however,  pla-e  1  thirty-five  cars  at  Leisenring  Monday  of  this  week,  a 
point  usuiUy  supplied  by  the  P.  R.  R.,  and  also  hauled  away  Monday  and 
Tues  lay  of  this  week  hftv-five  cars  each  day,  being  the  road's  last  movement 
of  loaded  and  unconsigned  coke  on  the  yard  sidings. 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption  are  as  follows: 


To  Pittsburc . $0.55 

To  Mahoninpr  and  Shenango  Valley . 1,10 

To  Cleveland,  O . 1.40 

To  Buffalo,  N.  Y . 1.75 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 2.10 

To  Cincinnati.  O . 1.75 

To  Toledo.  O . 2.05 

To  Columbus.  O . 1.45 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . . . 2.25 

To  Louisville,  Ky . . . 2.75 

To  Chicago.  Ill . 2.25 


To  St.  Louis,  Mo . $2.90 

To  East  St.  Louis . 2.25 

To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

To  Joliet,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Peoria,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Baltimore . 1.95 

To  Boston . 3.50 

To  Montreal,  Can . 3.915^ 

To  New  York . 2.94 

To  Philadelphia . 2.15 


Flemington  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
New  York,  Sept,  i,  1898. 

We  are  pleased  to  advise  our  customers  and  the  trade  in  general  that 
Messrs.  Pynchon  &  Woodward,  204  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed  our  sole  Western  sales  agents  for  Chicago  and  North  Western  terri¬ 
tory,  including  lakes  Michigan  and  Superior. 

All  correspondence  pertaining  to  the  sales  made  in  above  territory  should 
be  communicated  to  them.  We  assure  our  friends  of  every  attention  and 
courtesy. 

This  opportunity  is  taken  to  state  that  we  have  just  completed  extensive 
improvements  at  mines  for  the  better  preparation  of  our  “Flemington  Coal,”  and 
shall  spare  no  means  to  make  our  product  second  to  none,  and  maintain  that 
standard.  Capacity  of  mines  4,000  tons  daily.  Yours  very  truly, 

Flemington  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

S.  L.  Simpson,  President. 


ANTHRACITE  ADDS  TO  PASSENGERS’  COMFORT. 


The  larger  use  of  hard  coal  on  the  Long  Island  Railroad  is  to  be  com¬ 
mended,  and  a  hope  expressed  that  one  of  these  days  hard  coal  will  be  used 
altogether  on  not  only  that  road,  but  on  every  road  that  carries  passengers  and 
pretends  to  give  anything  like  first-class  accommodations.  No  doubt  it  will 
coast  the  roads  more  to  use  hard  than  soft  coal.  No  doubt,  also,  it  costs  more 
to  provide  cushioned  seats  than  it  would  to  provide  wooden  benches.  It  costs 
more  to  make  passengers  comfortable  than  to  leave  them  in  discomfort.  But 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  additional  expenditure  that  is  in  the  end  a  source  of 
profit.  And  there  are  such  things  as  common  comforts  and  decencies  that 
should  be  assured  to  the  public  by  law  if  they  can  be  in  no  other  way. 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

September  7,  1898. 

Sine?  the  Mariposa  left  the  following  vessels  have  arrived  from  New¬ 
castle  N.  S.  W.,  viz:  Gen.  F.iirchild,  2. 2to  tons;  Waterloo,  2,765  tons;  Earl 
of  D  ilh  jusie,  2,545  tons;  Giuseppe,  1,608  tons;  Mayfield,  3,480  tons;  Thornlie- 
bank,  3,327  tons;  Inversnaid,  2,285  tons;  Inverurie,  2,151  tons;  Duchalburn, 
3,o8otons;  Harland,  2,522  tons;  Aspic?,  2,956  tons;  total,  28,960  tons.  The 
monthly  average  delivery  of  Australian  coals  this  year  has  been  less  than 
16,500  tons  per  month,  hence  the  above  arrivals  in  30  days  may  be  considered 
large,  still  the  market  price  has  not  been  disturbed,  as  every  cargo  had  been 
disposed  of  prior  to  arrival.  There  is  a  still  further  shrinkage  in  the  loading 
list  of  Colonial  coals  of  about  20,000  tons,  which  shows  the  arrivals  here  to  be 
that  much  in  excess  of  new  tonnage  engaged.  The  last  mail  intimates  that 
the  principal  Newcastle  collieries  will  advance  the  price  of  their  output  to 
eight  shillings  per  ton  after  January  I,  if  freights  do  not  decline  relatively;  it 
is  a  serious  ejuestion  if  Australia  will  not  lose  a  large  proportion  of  its  trade 
here.  The  coast  collieries  and  Swansea  will  divide  up  the  coal  business  which 
naturally  belongs  to  Newcastle.  With  Swansea  coals  at  their  normal  prices, 
one  shilling  above  Wallsendand  Swansea  freights  at  over  three  shillings  be¬ 
low  Newcastle,  making  the  anthracite  co.als  cost  in  1899  two  shillings  less 
th  in  the  bituminous,  the  anthracite  will  have  the  call.  The  latest  quoted 
freight  rates  from  Australia  still  show  a  firm  feeling,  making  the  import  cost 
too  high  for  most  of  our  large  consumers,  wno  are  thus  forced  to  use  British 
Columbia  products. 


ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

September  15,  1898. 

The  monotony  has  been  broken  and  there  have  been  some  new  develop¬ 
ments  in  the  St.  Louis  local  coal  market  this  week,  but  the  consumer  is  about 
the  only  one  who  is  jubilating  over  the  fact.  For  several  weeks  past  there  have 
been  rurnors  of  cutting  of  the  price  of  standard  coal,  on  track  on  this  side,  un¬ 
der  the  six  cents  per  bushel  figure  which  had  been  generally  maintained  under 
a  verbal  agreement  among  the  larger  companies.  Early  last  week  Devoy  and 
F'enerbarn,  on  account  of  the  secret  cutting,  reduced  the  priceto  5J4  cents,  when 
large  producing  companies  finally  took  a  hand,  with  the  intention  it  is  to  be  pre¬ 
sumed,  of  forcing  things  to  a  point  where  the  cutters  would  be  compelled  to 
call  enough.  The  Consolidated  Coal  Co.  commenced  selling  at  $j4c  per 
bushel  at  their  Clark  avenue  yard,  and  on  Friday  the  Madison  Coal  Co. 
through  the  St.  Louis  Fuel  Co.,  came  out  with  a  card  quoting  standard  lump 
at  5c,  Mt.  Olive  at  SHc,  Carterville  at  7c,  anthracite  at  $5.40, 
and  small  sizes  $5.60  on  track  at  yards.  Of  course  the  war 

has  spread,  but  at  the  office  of  the  Consolidated  today  it  was 
stated  that  they  had  cut  only  on  standard,  and  on  that  to  5j^c 

at  their  Clark  Avenue  yards.  The  majority  of  the  other  switch  yards  are 
meeting  the  five  cent  rate  on  standard.  On  anthracite  the  war  is  raging  ter¬ 
rifically.  The  Fuel  Company’s  rate  was  followed  this  week  by  the  Boeh- 
mer  Coal  Co.  at  $5-30  ^nd  $5-55>  it  is  stated  this  afternoon  that  a  circular 
will  be  out  in  the  morning  quoting  $5.15  and  S5.40,  with  soft  lump  coal  on  a  ba¬ 
sis  practically  of  seven  cents  a  bushel  delivered  and  hard  coal  at  S5  75  and 
$6.00.  It  is  needless  to  say  no  one  in  any  branch  of  the  tradeisfeeling  goodover 
the  slight  stimulus  that  business  has  received.  The  general  opinion  is  that  the 
war  will  end  by  the  first  of  October.  It  is  to  be  hoped  so.  Prices  on  car  lots  f.  o. 
b.  cars  East  St.  Louis,  have  undergone  no  change  the  past  week.  It  seems  a 
practical  impossibility  that  they  should  go  lower  than  they  are.  Standard 
lump  coal  can  be  obtained  in  any  quantity  at  95  cents,  and  some  scalping  lots 
at  90  cents. 

Manufacturing  industries  are  running  full  in  most  lines,  deliveries  of 
steam  coal  are  very  heavy,  and  the  receipts  of  bituminous  at  East  St.  Louis  are 
averaging  500  cars  per  day. 

The  prices  on  both  anthracite  and  bituminous  on  this  side  of  the  river  are 
the  lowest  of  the  year,  and  the  lowest  of  any  September  in  the  memory  of  the 
average  coal  man. 


Market  Review  continued  from  page  gig. 

rail  business  is  dull  and  prices  are  being  cut  to  the  minimum. 
Export  trade  is  being  sought  after  and  a  determined  effort  is  to 
be  made  to  retain  the  business  secured  during  the  strike  in  Wales. 
Embargoes  on  cars  to  foreign  lines  continue  and  transportation 
from  mines  to  tide  is  good.  Car  supply  is  not  yet  affected  by  the 
movement  of  grain,  though  this  may  now  be  expected  at  any 
time. 

Our  Philadelphia  correspondent  writes  that  there  is  no  material 
change  in  the  market,  no  new  features  and  little  new  business,  but 
there  is  no  apparent  reason  why  the  anthracite  coal  trade  should 
not  take  on  considerable  activity  within  a  very  few  weeks  as 
stocks  generally  are  light.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
a  firmer  market  will  be  noted  before  September  closes,  as  it  is 
even  now,  prices  are  more  erratic  than  they  were  a  month  ago. 
Bituminous  coal, is  quiet  and  not  much  doing  in  the  way  of  new 
business,  but  shipments  on  old  contracts  continue  steady. 

Buffalo  advices  are  that  there  is  some  activity  both  in  anthra¬ 
cite  and  bituminous  coal  without  change  in  prices.  Shipments  of 
anthracite  coal  westward  by  lake  for  the  week  ending  September 
10,  aggregated  85,305  tons,  distributed  as  follows  :  Chicago  25,- 
450  tons,  Milwaukee  25,220  tons,  Toledo  4,875  tons,  Duluth  9,450 
tons,  Superior  10,000  tons,  Manitowoc  3,000  tons.  Green  Bay 
3,350  tons,  Escanaba  1,000  tons  and  minor  quantities  to  other 
ports.  A  prominent  coal  man  says  shipments  will  again  soon 
increase  and  show  a  large  total  at  the  close  of  navigation.  Freight 
rates  have  again  receded  from  30  cents  to  25  cents  to  Milwaukee 
and  Chicago  on  account  of  the  falling  off  in  shipments. 

Our  Pittsburg  correspondent  writes  that  the  Monongahela  coal 
miners  in  the  third  pool  have  had  more  success  in  their  strike 
than  was  anticipated.  The  coal  trade  is  picking  up  again,  as  the 
mills  are  very  busy  and  using  more  fuel  which  is  largely  supplied 
from  the  river.  There  is  no  change  in  the  railroad  district  mines, 
which  are  not  running  full.  The  car  supply  is  scanty,  causing  no 
little  trouble  in  the  coal  trade.  Scarcity  of  rolling  stock  between 
Pittsburg  and  Chicago  is  given  as  the  cause. 

St.  Louis  advices  are  that  there  has  developed  a  small  war  of 
cutting  prices  on  both  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  and  that  as 
usual  the  consumer  is  the  beneficiary.  Delivery  of  steam  coal  is 
very  heavy  and  nearly  all  manufacturing  industries  are  running 
full.  Receipts  of  bituminous  coal  at  East  St.  Louis  now  run  500 
cars  a  day.  Current  prices  on  all  kinds  of  coal  are  the  lowest  of 
the  year  and  the  lowest  of  any  September  in  the  memory  of  any 
coal  man. 

Our  Omaha  correspondent  reports  that  business  along  the 
Missouri  river  country  has  been  all  that  a  coal  man  could  desire 
during  the  past  week.  Hard  coal  has  stiffened  up  and  the 
chances  for  a  stronger  market  are  decidedly  better.  Dealers  who 
have  not  supplied  themselves  will  have  to  pay  higher  figures  than 
July  prices  for  their  coal.  The  cold  weather  has  cleared  the 
tracks  of  soft  coal  and  the  market  for  soft  as  well  as  hard  coal  is  in 
better  shape.  The  retail  price  for  anthracite  coal  is  now  $8,  an 
advance  of  fifty  cents. 
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Messrs.  Duncan  &  Spangler  have  opened  an  agency  in  London,  Eng- 


* , 
*  * 


The  Board  of  Education  of  Streator,  Ill.,  asks  for  proposals  for  coal,  bids 
on  which  will  be  received  until  September  20,  1898. 

* 

*  * 

Tenders  are  asked  on  5,000  tons  anthracite  coal  and  150  tons  bituminous  to 
be  supplied  to  the  Arsenal  at  Albany,  N.  Y. 

*** 

Mr.  H.  M.  Senseney,  Bloomington,  Ill.,  one  of  the  veterans  of  the  coal 
trade,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  circulating  among  the  big  shippers. 

* 

* 

A  new  Illinois  corporation  is  the  Citizens’  Coal  and  Mining  Company, 
Troy;  capital  stock,  $8,000;  incorporators,  J.  W.  Garnet,  John  Boland  and  J.  H. 
Steinhaus. 

^  * 

Mr.  J.  H.  Schwartz,  who  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  Columbus  rail¬ 
road  circles,  has  been  appointed  agent  of  the  Turney  &  Jones  Company, 
miners  and  shippers  of  Ohio  coal,  in  Toledo. 

* 

Mr.T.  N.  Mordue,  sales  agent  of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony 
building,  Chicago,  went  on  a  business  trip  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia  last 
week.  Mr.  Mordue  expects  to  return  about  September  i8th. 

* 

*  * 

Capt.  Oliver  A.  Olson,  Quartermaster  ist  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers, 
though  still  a  very  sick  man,  is  improving  slowly.  Captain  Olson,  it  will  be 
remembered,  is  connected  with  the  Crescent  Coal  and  Mining  Co.,  Rookery, 
Chicago. 

* 

Mr.  I.  W.  Copelin,  Toledo,  Ohio,  in  his  Septe  nber  circular  calendar  says: 
"If  you  ever  get  in  a  hole  for  want  of  good  coal,  we  can  help  you  out,  always 
have  it— best  quality  and  at  prices  that  are  right.  If  you  want  coal  for  steam 
contracts  we  can  do  you  gome  good.” 

Hi 

*  * 

The  State  Board  of  Charities,  Yankton,  S.  D.,  asks  proposals  for  furnish¬ 
ing  the  South  Dakota  Hospital  for  Insane,  at  Sioux  Falls,  with  Mystic,  Wal¬ 
nut  Block  or  other  equally  goad  steam  coal,  bids  on  which  will  be  received  up 
to  Tuesday  noon,  September  27,  1898. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  Homer  G.  Fordyce,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  General  Wilming¬ 
ton  Coal  Company,  355  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  has  just  returned  from  his 
fruit  farm  at  Spring  Lake,  Mich.  The  grapes  produced  on  his  farm  are  of  a 
very  fine  quality,  large  and  delicious  in  flavor. 

*  ^ 

The  collier  Manhausett  was  reported  to  be  on  fire  on  her  arrival  at  the 
Brooklyn  navy  yard.  The  fire  was  discovered  in  the  after  hold  and  is  thought 
to  have  existed  several  days  before  her  arrival.  A  board  of  inquiry  has  been 
appointed  to  investigate  the  cause  of  its  origin. 

* 

*  * 

Apparently  it  is  the  consensus  of  opinion  among  the  shippers  and  jobbers 
of  coal  in  the  central  business  district  of  Chicago,  that  it  would  be  simply  a 
metropolitan  idea  to  close  their  offices  on  Saturday  the  year  around  at  i  o’clock 
P.  M.  Some  of  them  already  do  this.  Why  not  make  it  general? 

* 

*  * 

F rom  the  articles  of  incorporation  of  the  F ederal  Steel  Company  it  appears 
that  this  new  trust  is  given  extraordinary  powers  for  conducting  all  kinds  of 
business,  such  as  railroads,  coal  mines  and  public  improvements.  Its  capital 
is  $200,000,000,  and  Morgan  and  Rockefeller  are  the  leading  factors. 

*  * 

Mr.  J.  B.  Cavanaugh,  sales  agent  for  the  Sunday  Creek  Coal  Company, 
355  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  reports  an  improving  condition  of  trade  at  the 
dealers’  yard  of  the  company  at  Ashland  avenue  and  i6th  street.  Mr.  Cava¬ 
naugh  remarked:  "Dealers  are  taking  more  coal  for  domestic  use.” 

* 

*  * 

The  Arbuckle  Sugar  Refinery  contract,  which  has  been  in  the  market  for 
the  past  two  months,  we  understand  has  been  awarded.  It  is  not  known  yet 
who  got  this  business  norat  what  figures  it  was  taken,  but  as  some  of  the  bids 
tendered  were  exceedingly  low,  it  is  not  thought  that  the  party  supplying  this 
coal  will  be  much  benefited. 

*  * 

The  secretary  of  the  Anthracite  Coal  Operators’  Association,  Henry  S. 
Fleming,  New  York,  will  sail  for  Europe  about  September  17th,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  ascertaining  what  market  exists  there  for  anthracite  coal.  It  is  pro¬ 
posed  to  investigate  this  question  thoroughly  as  regards  the  market  in  various 
parts  of  Europe,  and  at  all  points  where  there  seems  a  possibility  for  its  intro¬ 
duction. 


The  National  Executive  Board  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  met  at  In¬ 
dianapolis,  Ind.,  this  week,  and  one  of  the  main  questions  discussed  was 
whether  Mr.  Ratchford,  who  recently  has  been  appointed  a  member  of  the 
Industrial  Commission  by  President  McKinley,  will  continue  to  serve  as  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  mine  workers’  organization. 

The  Annual  St.  Louis  Exposition  opened  on  Wednesday  evening  of  this 
week.  There  is  but  one  coal  exhibit  this  year  and  that  is  made  by  the  Hendrix 
Coal  Co.,  and  covers  both  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal.  A  principal  and 
very  interesting  feature  is  a  cabinet  containing  samples  of  coal  from  all  the 
producing  sections  of  this  country  and  from  many  foreign  countries. 

* 

^  * 

The  imports  of  coal  through  the  Brazilian  port  of  Bahia  alone  last  year 
amounted  to  78,000  tons,  every  pound  of  which  came  from  England.  It  sold 
for  $9  a  ton.  Americans  seem  to  have  made  no  effert  at  all  to  enter  the  mar¬ 
ket,  though  the  consuls  in  South  America  protest  that  United  States  miners 
could  lay  down  coal  in  those  countries  far  under  the  English  figures  and  still 
make  a  profit. 

if: 

*  ^ 

Mr.  John  Woods,  until  recently  general  superintendent  of  the  shipping 
department  of  the  Bessemer  coke  works,  Greensburg,  Pa.,  has  been  promoted 
to  the  responsible  position  of  general  manager  of  this  large  plant.  Commenc¬ 
ing  as  time-keeper  two  years  ago,  he  has,  by  strict  attention  to  business  and 
natural  ability,  reached  the  high  position  of  general  manager,  which  he  has 
won  strictly  on  his  merits. 

* 

Major  J.  B.  Sanborn,  ist  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  has  again  taken  up 
the  thread  of  his  business — the  Blue  Book  of  the  coal  trade,  at  215  Dearborn 
street.  The  major  looks  well,  but  the  Cuban  campaign  before  Santiago  has 
trained  him  down  rather  too  fine.  He  is  one  of  the  very  few  officers  of  that 
splendid  regiment  who  made  no  response  to  the  sick  call,  being  able  to  attend 
to  his  duty  from  first  to  last. 

* 

*  ■* 

The  United  States  battleship  Oregon  on  its  remarkable  voyage  from 
San  Francisco  to  Cuba  was  urged  through  17,156  miles  of  sea  water  by  the 
combustion  of  1,155  tons  of  coal.  The  total  weight  of  the  vessel  with  its  load 
was  a  little  over  12,000  tons.  A  simple  calculation  shows  that  by  the  combus¬ 
tion  of  one  ton  of  coal  this  enormous  weight  was  propelled  through  the 
water  four  and  one-tenth  miles. 

*  * 

F.  N.  Pease  &  Co.,  Incorporated,  Marquette  building,  Chicago,  shippers 
of  coal  and  coke,  are  issuing  to  their  patrons  a  handsome  piano  finished  fif¬ 
teen-inch  desk  ruler  with  brass  paper  tearer,  and  on  reverse  side  a  straight 
edge  for  ruling.  The  face  of  the  ruler  is  grooved  in  which  to  lay  a  pencil  to 
prevent  it  from  rolling  off  desk.  It  is  one  of  those  handy  desk  tools  which 
is  sure  to  be  appreciated  by  the  trade. 

* 

A  :k 

The  attention  of  coal  operators,  mine  managers  and  others  interested  in 
coal  land  is  called  to  the  advertisement  in  the  "Want  Column,”  page  334,  in 
which  the  advertiser  makes  an  advantageons  offer.  The  vein  is  from  eight  to 
ten  feet  thick.  Mines  being  worked  in  the  vicinity  market  the  product  in  St. 
Louis.  This  is  considered  a  good  opportunity  for  investment  and  every  facility 
for  investigation  will  be  afforded  to  prospective  buyers. 

*  * 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Steamship  Bunkering  Association,  held  on  Tuesday 
last  in  Philadelphia,  no  new  features  were  developed,  in  fact,  not  much  can  be 
accomplished  until  all  the  shippers  are  brought  into  the  fold.  It  is  understood 
the  firms  that  are  holding  out  are  the  Belsena  Coal  M.  Co.;  Duncan,  Span¬ 
gler  &  Co.,  and  the  New  Coaldale  Mining  Co.  The  tonnage  in  the  hands  of 
these  concerns  is  sufficient  to  demoralize  any  prices  that  may  be  named  by  the 
association,  and  little  good  can  result  until  all  belong  to  the  organization. 

* 

* 

Mesers.  Pynchon  and  Woodward,  Marquette  building,  Chicago,  have 
recently  returned  from  a  trip  to  New  York  and  West  Virginia,  where  they 
made  a  personal  inspection  of  the  plant  of  the  Flemington  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
at  Grafton,  and  effected  an  arrangement  by  which  they  represent  this  com¬ 
pany  as  the  sole  western  agents,  with  headquarters  in  Chicago.  This  com¬ 
pany  has  lately  made  extensive  improvements  in  their  machinery  at  the  mines 
at  Grafton,  and  are  shipping  a  product  both  in  quality  and  preparation  second 
to  none  from  the  West  Virginia  district. 

* 

*  * 

The  actual  cost  of  the  coal  strike  in  Wales  to  mine  owners,  miners  and 
other  labor  at  the  mines  is  estimated  at  nearly  $20,000,000,  while  including  loss 
of  freight,  dock  dues,  sailors’  wages  and  other  ascertainable  losses,  swells  the 
amount  to  over  $30,000,000.  The  mine  owners’  losses  at  50c  per  ton  gross 
is  about  $2,000,000  in  profits  which  they  would  have  secured  had  the  collieries 
been  operated.  Wage-earners  everywhere  should  reflect  upon  these  figures 
and  they  should  ask  themselves  whether  the  end  justifies  the  means,  and 
whether  they  are  ultimately  better  off  because  of  a  possible  increase  in  wages, 
which  may  not  even  be  of  long  duration. 
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The  city  of  Peoria.  Ill.,  asks  proposals  for  furnishing  coal  mined  in 
Peoria  County  for  the  use  of  the  city ;  bids  are  open  until  noon,  September 
20,  i8g8. 

♦  * 

The  General  Hocking  Coal  Co.,  which  controls  the  output  of  the  mines  on 
the  line  of  the  Hocking  Valley  Railroad,  Ohio,  has  opened  an  office  in  the  Law 
building,  Toledo,  with  Mr.  W.  I.  Webb  in  charge. 

*  :tc 

William  Cruickshanks  &  Sons,  Peoria,  have  leased  the  Wm.  B.  Hewitt 
coal  mine  at  Chenoa,  Ill.  The  new  lessees  expect  to  put  a  large  force  of 
miners  at  work  and  largely  increase  the  output  to  supply  the  winter  trade. 

* 

♦  * 

The  big  four-masted  sailing  ship,  Suscjuehanna,  sailed  from  Norfolk  last 
week  with  3,000  tons  of  soft  coal  for  Manila.  It  is  said  that  more  ships  will 
follow  this  month  taking  large  cargoes  to  Manila  and  Honolulu  for  the  use  of 
the  American  Navy. 

* 

In  Germany  a  labor  bill  is  being  introduced  to  the  Reichstag  which  pro¬ 
vides  for  the  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  of  any  one  seeking  to  prevent  work¬ 
men  from  pursuing  their  vocation,  and  also  for  the  punishment  of  those  who 
even  incite  them  to  strike.  This  will  mean  that  labor  strikes  in  Emperor 
William’s  domain  will  not  be  indulged  in  to  any  extent, 

*  * 

Mr.  M.  E.  Lynn, treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the  Queen  City  Coal  Co.^ 
Cincinnati,  was  generally  congratulat  ed  on.  Change  over  the  splendid 
turn-out  made  by  his  company  in  the  civic  parade  of  Thursday,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  G.  A.  R.  celebration.  The  company  had  thirty-six  horses  and  a  large 
number  of  wagons  beautifully  draped  and  decorated,  in  which  rode  altogether 
180  children,  boys  and  girls,  who  sang  along  the  line  of  march. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  J.  H.  Garaghty,  general  manager  of  the  Westville  Coal  Co.,  Westville, 
111.,  says:  “Yes,  we  are  proud  of  what  we  have  accomplished.  In  less  than 
thirty  days  after  a  fierce  fire,  which  destroyed  the  whole  of  our  power  plant, 
we  have  rebuilt  our  top  works,  installed  new  machinery,  and  today  the  output 
of  our  mine  is  fully  as  large  as  it  was  before  the  fire  fiend  attacked  us.” 

* 

*  !|! 

The  great  Cardiff  coal  strike  in  Wales,  which  recently  ended,  was  more 
disastrous  to  that  great  British  industry  than  the  Spanish-American  war  was 
to  any  in  the  United  States.  Foreign  consumers  who  formerly  used  Welsh 
coal  have  been  practically  forced  to  take  up  the  American  product,  with  the 
result  that  they  like  the  latter  so  well  that  the  Welsh  mine  owners  will  find  it 
difficult  to  regain  the  trade  of  which  they  formerly  had  a  monopoly.  Of  course 
the  European  trade  will  remain,  but  their  far  eastern  consumers  will  be  lost 
to  them. 

*  ^ 

Mr.  B.  M.  Watts,  president  of  the  Coal  Exchange,  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  a 
recent  interview  in  regard  to  the  probabilities  of  a  strike  in  the  competitive 
states  of  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois  during  the  coming  winter,  is 
reported  as  saying:  “Upon  what  Senator  Hanna’s  manager  at  Cleveland,  bases 
his  prediction,  is  a  mystery  to  me.  There  may  be  some  little  dissatisfaction 
among  the  operators  and  miners  in  the  western  bituminous  coal  fields,  but 
even  that  is  not  so  extensive  as  to  threaten  a  general  strike.  But  one  thing  is 
certain,  this  section  of  the  country  is  harmonious  and  a  strike  will  not  touch  or 
in  any  way  interfere  with  coal  mining  in  Maryland  or  West  Virginia.” 

*  * 

The  one  dream  of  the  modern  inventor  and  chemist  is  to  utilize  the  lost 
energy  in  the  combustion  of  coal.  The  problem  of  transforming  the  potential 
energy  of  carbon  directly  into  electricity  without  loss  is  in  the  hands  of  science 
for  solution,  and  he  who  first  discovers  the  practical  process  will  rival,  if  not 
excel  Edison  in  fame  and  in  the  vast  benefits  thus  bestowed  upon  mankind. 
When  it  is  considered  that  the  enormous  energy  stored  up  in  coal  was  derived 
from  the  sunbeams  as  they  silently  flooded  the  forests  of  the  carboniferous 
ages  millions  of  years  ago,  and  for  long  ages  was  concealed  in  darkness  and 
silence  beneath  the  earth,  there  is  a  touch  of  scientific  romance  in  the  thought 
of  these  energies,  now  for  the  first  time  unbending  in  the  navies  of  the  world 
for  freedom  and  humanity. 

* 

*  * 

A  gigantic  and  far-reaching  plan  to  profit  by  the  potential  and  economic 
transformation  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  is  made  public  by  articles  of  incor¬ 
poration  which  have  been  filed  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,by  the  American-Indies  Com¬ 
pany.  With  a  capital  stock  of  $i8,coo,ooo  its  avowed  purpose  is  to  cover  all 
leading  industries,  electricity,  gas,  mining,  smelting,  making  coke,  etc.,  and 
building  and  operating  railroads  and  steamship  lines.  Among  the  corporators 
are  included  Thomas  Dolan,  P.  A.  B.  Widener,  W.  L.  Elkins,  Thomas  F. 
Ryan,  Frederic  P.  Olcott,  Anthony  N.  Brady,  R.  A.  C.  Smith,  Henry  D.  Mac- 
dona,  J.  N.  Ceballos,  Guillermo  de  Zaldo,  H.  P.  Booth  and  H.G.  Runkle.  The 
necessary  capital  will  be  furnished  by  the  corporators,  none  of  the  stock  being 
offered  to  the  public. 


The  ground  on  which  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Lord,  Md.,  is  built, 
and  which  is  just  completed,  was  the  gift  of  the  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  The 
site  is  remarkably  favorable,  being  half  way  between  the  upper  and  lower 
portions  of  the  new  and  promising  community  of  Lord,  which  has  clustered 
around  the  mouth  of  the  last  and  richest  vein  of  coal  on  the  George’s  creek, 
and  hence  called  by  the  miners  “The  Klondike  Mine.” 

* 

»ic  * 

In  his  selection  of  men  to  serve  as  members  of  the  National  Industrial 
Commission,  President  McKinley  has  offered  convincing  proof  of  his  desire  to 
give  full  force  and  effect  to  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the  enactment.  The  ap¬ 
pointments  are  admirable,  and  the  commission  as  a  whole  will  be  everywhere 
recognized  as  a  body  specially  well  equipped  for  the  important  duties  to  which 
it  has  been  assigned.  As  will  be  noticed  from  the  following  membership  the 
labor  interest  will  be  liberally  and  intelligently  represented:  Andrew  L. 
Harris,  ex-Lieutenant  Governor  of  Ohio;  S.  N  D.  North,  of  Massachusetts; 
Frank  P.  Sargent,  of  Illinois,  president  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Fire¬ 
men;  Ellison  A.  Smythe,  a  prominent  cotton  manufacturer  of  South  Carolina; 
John  M.  Farquhar,  ex-Representative  from  New  York;  Eugene  D.  Conger,  ex- 
Representative  from  Michigan;  Thomas  W.  Phillips,  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
author  of  the  bill;  Charles].  Harris,  of  North  Carolinia,  and  M.  D.  Ratchford- 
of  Indiana,  president  of  the  United  Mine  Workers. 


A  VALUABLE  TELEURAPH  CODE. 


A  Black  Diamond  representative  being  somewhat  interested  in  tele¬ 
graph  codes,  has  been  looking  up  the  ‘‘7S^  saver,”  compiled  by  Mr.  D.  P. 
Hyatt,  Detroit,  Mich.  This  code  can  be  used  to  good  advantage  by  both  the 
operator  and  salesman,  and  the  trade  at  large  is  just  beginning  to  realize  the 
valuable  work  that  Mr.  Hyatt  has  placed  on  the  market.  Mr.  Hyatt  informs 
us  that  the  users  of  his  code  are  composed  of  all  classes  of  the  trade,  and  to 
bear  out  this  statement  he  gives  the  following  names  of  firms  from  whom  he 
has  received  orders:  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Philadelphia;  Pinnickin- 
nick  Coal  Co.,  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.;  Somers  &  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio.;  Clark 
Coal  Co.,  Peoria,  Ill.;  N.  P.  Hyndman,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  F.  N.  Pease  & 
Co.,  Chicago;  J.  A.  Murray,  Chicago;  Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  St.  Paul, 
Minne^ta,  and  a  large  number  of  other  dealers  too  numerous 
to  mermon.  The  Northwestern  Fuel  Company  has  found  use  for  10,  Castner, 
Curran  &  Bullitt  6,  and  the  Pinnickinnick  Coal  Company  3.  The  coal  freight 
agents  of  the  different  railroads  are  getting  in  line  and  are  graciously  follow¬ 
ing  the  lead  set  by  the  agent  of  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.,  Baltimore,  who  was  the 
first  to  recognize  the  value  «f  this  little  work. 

Mr.  Hyatt  informs  us  that  he  is  getting  out  a  revised  edition  which  is  now 
on  the  press  and  will  be  ready  for  the  trade  about  September  20th.  The  price 
of  the  second  edition  will  be  $1.50  and  a  slight  reduction  on  this  figure  will  be 
given  with  large  order.  This  insignificant  sum  will  be  covered  in  a  very  few 
telegrams.  Anyone  wishing  any  further  information  as  to  how  they  can  save 
“75  per  cent”  on  their  telegraph  bills  can  receive  same  by  corresponding  with 
Mr.  D.  P.  Hyatt,  Detroit,  Mich.,  who  will  cheerfully  answer  all  inquiries. 


USE  OF  A  FAN  TO  ECONOMIZE  FUEL. 

In  rebuilding  a  large  machine  shop  recently  it  was  decided  to  substitute 
for  the  usual  tall  chimney  a  large  fan  to  furnish  the  necessary  draught  for  the 
boilers,  and  the  innovation  has  been  decidedly  successful,  not  only  on  account 
of  doing  away  with  the  tall  and  unsightly  chimney,  but  also  in  securing  greater 
economy  in  fuel.  The  plant  where  this  experiment  was  tried  has  three 
boilers  aggregating  260  horsepower,  and  directly  above  them  was  mounted  a 
fan  connected  direct  with  a  5x4  double-cylinder  engine.  The  wheel  of  the  fan 
is  54  inches  in  diameter,  and  as  it  can  be  run  at  any  desired  speed  it  provides 
a  draught  quite  independent  of  the  fire. 

It  IS  here  that  the  principal  saving  is  effected,  inasmuch  as  it  is  possible  to 
use  a  much  cheaper  grade  or  coal,  and  in  a  test  made  for  the  company  the  an¬ 
nual  consumption  and  cost  of  coal  were  computed  as  follo>vs:  With  the  ordin¬ 
ary  form  of  chjmney — Cumberland  coal,  1,624  tons  at  $3.65,  $5,g2q.  Using 
the  blower — Mixture  of  Cumberland  coal  and  yard  screenings,  half  and  half, 
at  $2.82]^,  $4i995:  showing  a  difference  of  $g34.  The  cost  of  operating  the  fan 
was  stated  to  be  $183  per  annum,  so  that  the  net  gain  was  $751,  a  sum  greater 
than  the  entire  cost  of  the  mechanical  draught  apparatus.  The  stack  used  is 
of  metal  and  barely  rises  above  the  roof,  according  to  photographs  of  the 
works,  and  from  many  standpoints  the  new  system  is  considered  a  great  im¬ 
provement. 


TRADES-UNIONISM  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Is  trades-unionism  decaying  in  Great  Britain?  The  end  of  the  Welsh 
coal  miners’  strike  seems  to  point  to  an  affirmative  answer.  It  is  almost  asgreat 
a  blow  to  the  unions  as  was  the  result  of  the  engineers’  strike.  These  two 
notable  strikes  seem  to  have  developed  a  new  plan  of  operations  by  organized 
capital.  The  employers  combine  and  agree  upon  terms  which  are  conditional 
upon  the  state  of  the  market.  A  sliding  scale  of  wages  is  determined,  and  if 
the  workmen  do  not  agree  to  it,  endurance  is  put  to  the  test  until  the  weaker 
side  gives  in.  Here  the  employers  have  a  great  advantage.  They  have  prac¬ 
tically  unlimited  reserves  to  draw  upon,  while  the  workmen  are  limited  by  the 
union  funds.  The  method  of  the  employers  in  the  Welsh  miners’  strike  was 
similar  to  that  of  the  engineers.  If  the  result  is  typical,  the  trades-union  will 
have  to  be  reorganized  on  a  different  basis  or  be  largely  eliminated  from  the 
forces  of  industrial  war. 

There  is  a  very  strong  probability  that  Western  coal  operators  will  be 
compelled  to  adopt  similar  tactics  unless  the  miners’  union  officials  moderate 
their  demands  and  views  in  regard  to  the  methods  mine  owners  should  use 
in  running  their  plants. 
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ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 


Membership  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and 


Wisconsin . . . 'S7i 

Wholesalaand  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ Association  of  Ohio . 579 

Membership  of  the  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Association . 177 

Membership  of  thelindiana  Coal  Association .  83 


In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manifested  In  the  sevu/a. 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  is  the 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 
Interest  them. 


The  loo-page  “Year”  book  of  the  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Association  has  just 
been  compiled  and  issued  by  Secretary  Jas.  T.  Eaman,  Detroit.  The  popu¬ 
larity  of  this  organization  of  the  Michigan  trade  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  no 
less  than  forty  pages  have  been  taken  by  producers  and  jobbers  who  solicit 
business  in  that  state. 

* 

.  .  *  * 

The  little  book  contains  the  Constitution  and  By-laws,  a  list  of  member¬ 
ship  of  156  in  alphabetical  order  of  cities  and  towns,  including  the  Indiana 
members,  of  which  there  are  24,  and  honorary  members  36,  making  a  grand 
total  of  216. 

Then  follows  a  group  of  four  pictures  of  the  officers  for  the  preceding  year. 
President  A.  S.  Ainsworth,  Vice-President  V.  R.  Canfield,  F.  E.  Steele,  2nd 
Vice-President,  and  Treasurer  J.  W.  Ryder. 

¥ 

*  * 

After  which  is  the  report  of  the  annual  convention  which  was  held  at 
Detroit  April  27,  1898,  including  the  speeches  and  several  interesting  papers. 
The  banquet  and  the  pictures  of  the  new  officers  for  the  year.  President  A.  B. 
Knowlson,  ist  vice-president  Geo.  F.'Calvert,  secretary  James  T.  Eaman  and 
treasurer  D.  M.  Baker — aquartette  of  business  like  looking  men — and  toasts  fol¬ 
low,  after  which  details  of  the  excursion  to  the  mines  of  the  General  Hocking 
Coal  Company  in  Ohio. 

* 

The  book  is  admirably  complied  and  Secretary  Eaman  deserves  great 
credit  for  the  thcroughly  good  taste  shown  throughout.  The  advertising  mat¬ 
ter  and  its  arrangement  is  excellent,  no  two  of  which  are  alike,  and  many  are 
printed  in  two  colois. 

*  * 

The  outside  front  cover  is  embellished  with  a  reproduction  of  the  badge 
worn  at  the  convention  and  which  was  greatly  admired  at  the  time. 

• 

SOUTHERN  COAL  OPERATORS’  OPPORTUNITY. 

Specially  written  for  The  Bl.'VCK  Diamond. 

The  amount  of  hard  and  soft  coal  exported  from  the  United  States  to 
Mexico  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  with  June,  1898,  was  340,426  tons,  valued 
at  $974,040,  and  the  amount  of  the  same  kind  of  coal  shipped  to  the  Central 
American  States  and  to  British  Honduras  during  the  same  period  was  5,668 
tpns,  valued  at  $I9,335-  It  is  unfortunate  that  for  the  purposes  of  comparison 
the  figures  of  the  total  import  of  coal  into  all  these  countries  are  unobtaina¬ 
ble.  The  total  importations  of  coal  into  Mexico  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
in  1897  were  valued  at  $881,555,  while  the  importations  from  the  United  States 
for  the  year  ending  with  June,  1897,  were  valued  at  $649,955,  oI  which  $10,285 
were  for  anthracite.  The  importations  of  bituminous  coal  into  Port  Limon, 
Costa  Rica,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  in  1897,  amounted  to  8,000,  tons,  of 
which  the  United  States  supplied  641  tons.  The  details  of  the  importations 
into  the  rest  of  the  Central  American  countries  are  vague,  excepting  in  as  far 
as  they  are  furnished  by  the  United  States  statisticians  and  supplied  in  part 
in  British  Consular  reports. 

According  to  the  Mexican  Official  Statistics  the  amount  of  coal  imported 
in  1894  was  162,613  tons;  in  1895,230,595  tons;  in  1896,  182,375  tons,  and  in  1897, 
305,911  tons.  Of  these  amounts  the  United  States,  according  to  their  statis¬ 
ticians,  supplied  i22,5o6tons  of  bituminous  and  44,263  tons  of  anthracite  in  1894; 
100,711  tons  of  bituminous  and  24,062  tons  of  anthracite  in  1895;  119,360  tons 
of  bituminous  and  1,909  tons  of  anthracite  in  1896;  217,006  tons  of  bituminous 
and  4,025  tons  of  anthracite  in  1897,  and  340,426  tons  of  both  descriptions  in 
1898.  Great  Britain  exports  fuel  in  lump,  culm  and  briquettes,  and  her  trade 
with  Mexico,  as  given  by  her  consuls,  was  as  follows;  In  1895,  50.107  tons  of 
briquettes  and  40,713  tons  of  coal  and  culm,  and  in  1896,  46,784  tons  of  bri¬ 
quettes  and  57,115  tons  of  coal  and  culm.  Still  another  source  of  supply  is 
New  South  Wales,  which  shipped  to  Mexican  Pacific  ports  in  1895,  15,271  tons; 
in  1896,  15,160  tons,  and  21,403  tons  in  1897.  It  will  be  observed  that  these 
figures  are  slightly  in  excess  of  the  Mexican  figures  for  1894  and  1895, 
nearly  60,000  tons  in  excess  for  1896.  It  is  probable  that  some  of  the  coal 
entered  may  have  been  credited  as  coke,  especially  in  1896,  in  which  year  the 
importations  of  coke  are  returned  as  above  the  normal. 

The  importations  of  coke  into  Mexico,  according  to  the  Mexican  statistics, 
was  67,853  tons  in  1895;  122,299  tons  in  1896,  and  93,671  in  1897.  Here  again 
there  is  another  discrepancy;  for  while  the  United  States  statistics  give  a  ton¬ 
nage  of  59,023  for  1895,  Great  Britain’s  figures  claim  a  tonnage  for  the  same 
year  of  22,349;  which  makes  a  total  of  81,272  tons  as  against  the  total  of  67.853 
tons  given  in  the  Mexican  statistics.  The  amount  of  coke  sent  to  Mexico  in 
1896  from  this  country  was  78,141  tons,  and  from  Great  Britain  13,612  tons,  a 
total  of  91,753  as  against  122,299  which  the  Mexicans  say  they  received. 
The  amount  of  coke  shipped  to  Mexico  from  the  United  States  in  1897  was 
93,640  tons,  nearly  the  whole  amount  imported  according  to  the  Mexican  way 
of  looking  at  it. 

From  the  figures  given  above  it  will  be  observed  that  the  coal  require¬ 
ments  of  Mexico  have  doubled  within  the  last  four  years.  Roundly  speaking 


one-half  of  them  are  supplied  by  the  United  States;  but  judging  frortji' the  fact 
that  the  exportations  from  this  country  increased  from  121,369  tons  in  to 

340,426  tons  in  1898,  American  coal  must  be  displacing  a  considerable 
of  the  British  article.  The  rapidly  increasing  railway  system  throughout'The 
country,  the  erection  of  new  factories  and  the  general  development  of  the  in¬ 
dustries  of  the  country,  taken  together  with  the  fact  that  fuel  wood,  which  is  ex¬ 
tensively  used  even  on  some  of  the  railroads.is  becoming  every  year  more  scarce, 
assure  a  progressive  expansion  of  the  Mexican  coal  market.  The  native  pro¬ 
duction  of  coal  will  in  time  become  a  factor.  A  concession  has  been  granted 
for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  the  coal  regions  of  the  State  of  Oaxaca 
to  Mexico  City,  which,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  concession,  must  be  fin¬ 
ished  by  1902.  In  the  meanwhile  coal  is  admitted  free  of  duty  and  vessels 
carrying  it  are  exempt  from  tonnage  dues. 

For  the  sale  of  her  coal  in  remote  foreign  markets  which  logically  should 
be  controlled  by  the  United  States,  Great  Britain  will  always  possess  superior 
advantages  over  the  United  States  as  long  as  she  maintains  her  supremacy  in 
the  carrying  trade  of  the  world .  If  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United  States  was 
anywhere  as  relatively  great  as  Great  Britain’s,  or  if  their  mercantile  marine 
was  adequate  to  the  existing  conditions  of  their  over  sea  commerce,  the 
United  States  would  be  able  to  deliver  coal  in  foreign  markets  at  prices  with 
which  the  British  operators  could  never  hope  to  compete.  It  is  very  well 
understood  that  much  of  the  greater  proportion  of  the  coal  which  Great  Brit¬ 
ain  sells  to  markets  more  adjacent  to  us  than  to  her,  is  carried  in  outward 
bound  vessels  to  foreign  ports  for  cargo  as  ballast,  and  consequently  at  the 
very  lowest  rate  of  freight.  Taking  English  coal  at  an  average  price  under 
normal  circumstances  of  production,  Welsh  steam  coal  cannot  be  delivered 
into  Mexican  ports  under  prices  ranging  from  $4.45  to  $5.25,  and  as  American 
steam  coal  can  be  put  down  at  $3.45,  and  gas  coal  at  $3.65  at  Vera  Cruz,  there 
remains  to  the  American  exporter  a  considerable  margin  to  offset  exception¬ 
ally  low  freight  rates  from  the  other  side.  This  market  and  the  contiguous 
fields  in  Central  America  would  appear  to  be  particularly  apt  for  the  coal  pro¬ 
ducers  of  Alabama,  possessing  as  they  do  an  easy  outlet  through  Mobile;  pro¬ 
vided  theii  coal  will  stand  comparison  with  the  Welsh,  and  Pennsylvania  and 
other  American  product. 

The  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Costa  Rica,  Guatemala,  Honduras, 
Nicaragua  and  Salvador  is  nearly  entirely  in  bituminous  coal,  the  total  expor¬ 
tation  of  which  was  6,883  in  1897  against  3,652  in  1896,  the  exportations  of 
anthracite  coal  being  respectively  465  and  624  tons.  Our  shipments  of  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  to  Guatemala  increased  from  609  tons  in  1895  to  1,140  tons  in 
1896  and  3,793  in  1897;  on  the  other  hand,  our  trade  with  Nicaragua  fell  off 
from  5,161  tons  in  1895  to  1,625  in  1896  and  to  1,945  in  1897.  We  shipped  496 
tons  to  Salvador  in  1897  against  136  in  1896,  and  to  Honduras  8  tons  in  1897 
against  300  in  1896.  Our  exportations  to  C  )Sta  Rica,  which  amounted  to  1,579 
in  1894  fell  away  to  450  tons  in  1896,  but  increased  again  in  1897  to  641  tons. 
Our  total  exportation  of  hard  and  soft  coal  to  the  countries  mentioned  was  7,348 
tons  in  1897,  and  as  mentioned  in  the  opening  paragraph  amounted  to  5,668 
tons  for  the  year  ending  in  June  last,  a  falling  off  in  trade  of  1,608  tons. 

The  internal  demand  for  coal  in  Central  American  countries  is  limited, 
most  of  the  coal  sent  to  these  countries  being  for  bunker  use.  Wood  is  used 
for  cooking  and  on  the  railroads.  There  is  no  regular  trade  in  coal  between 
the  European  ports  and  Central  American  points,  such  cargoes  as  are  delivered 
at  the  latter  being  under  the  conditions  of  the  cheap  freight  mentioned  above. 
It  was  under  such  circumstances  that,  for  example,  700  tons  of  coal  was  de¬ 
livered  at  Corinto,  on  the  Pacific  side  of  Nicaragua,  by  sailing  vessel  in  1897. 
and  that  coal  to  the  value  of  $3,000  was  brought  into  Guatemala  from  Great 
Britain  in  1894.  When  vessels  flying  the  United  States  ensign  go  tramping 
around  looking  for  odd  jobs  of  freight  carrying  from  one  side  of  the  world  to 
the  other,  American  coal  will  become  as  familiar  to  steam  users  as  the  British 
article  is. 


BEE-HIVE  VS.  RETORT  COKING  OVENS. 


Mr.  Edward  W.  Parker,  in  his  report  on  coal  and  coke  in  1897  to  the  Min¬ 
eral  Resources  Bureau  of  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey,  says  of  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  by-product  method  of  coke  manufacture: 

‘‘There  is  not  going  to  be  any  revolution  nor  unsettling  of  existing  condi¬ 
tions  by  the  development  of  the  by-product  system  of  coke  making,  whose 
progress  in  this  country  is  shown  in  the  statistics  presented  in  these  reports. 
It  has  become  the  habit  of  late  to  designate  the  prevalent  method  of  coke 
making  as  the  ‘wasteful’  bee-hive  oven,  and  to  criticise  unfavorably  the  action 
of  producers  for  not  only  failing  to  save  the  valuable  contents  of  the  coal,  but 
also  for  the  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  by  the  smoke  and  gases  given  off.  It 
is  not  to  be  doubted  that  men  and  corporations  who  have  millions  of  dollars 
invested  in  coal  lands,  mines  and  coking  plants  will  employ  such  methods  in 
their  business  as  will  make  the  best  returns.  When  we  speak  of  the  bee-hive 
oven  as  a  wasteful  method  of  producing  coke,  we  must  take  into  consideration, 
first,  the  initial  cost  of  the  plant  for  saving  the  by-products;  second,  the  in¬ 
creased  cost,  if  any,  of  operation  and  maintenance;  and  third,  which  is  very 
important,  a  profitable  market  for  the  products.  If  our  great  coke  producing 
regions  were  in  a  vicinity  where  the  gas  produced  in  the  process  could  be 
readily  and  profitably  disposed  of  for  manufacturing  or  domestic  purposes, 
there  IS  no  doubt  that  by-pro  iuct  plants  would  rapidly  displace  the  bee-hive 
oven.” 

At  the  close  of  1897  there  were  310  by-product  ovens  in  active  operation 
and  195  in  course  of  construction  or  contemplated.  These  do  not  include  the 
plant  at  Everett,  Mass.,  the  plans  for  which  had  been  laid  for  some  time,  but 
upon  which  no  actual  building  was  done  until  the  spring  of  1898.  It  is  stated 
that  the  plant  at  completion  will  consist  of  i,20o  Otto-Hoffman  ovens,  400  of 
which  are  in  course  of  construction.  The  work  is  being  carried  on  by  the  New 
England  Gas  and  Coke  Co.,  for  the  purpose  of  utilizing  Nova  Scotia  coal,  in 
which  mines  a  large  amount  of  American  capital  is  invested.  Contracts  have 
already  been  made  for  the  disposal,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  of  all  gas  produced. 

First  vice-president,  John  C.  Welling;  second  vice-president,  J.  T.  Hara- 
han,  and  engineer  G.  B.  Fitzhugh,  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  have  been 
authorized  by  the  secretary  of  state  of  Alabama  to  receive  subscriptions  to  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Canton,  Aberdeen  and  Nashville  railroad,  capital  $1,000,000 
This  road  is  to  run  from  a  point  near  Aberdeen,  Miss,,  to  Winfield,  Marion 
County,  Ala.,  about  too  miles.  The  interested  parties  are  either  the  Illinois 
Central  itself  or  people  close  to  it. 
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OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


Itnms  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interest 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


The  Columbus  Retail  Coal  Association  has  decided  to  hold  lump  coal  at 
$2.25  per  ton  during  the  present  month. 

* 

♦  ♦ 

John  O’Dea  will  supply  the  bituminous  coal  required  by  the  schools  of 
Winona,  Wis.  He  and  H.  J.  Willis  will  supply  the  anthracite  at  $7.00  per 
ton. 

jjt  * 

Osborn,  Horn  &  Williams  have  completed  the  delivery  of  the  coal  for  the 
public  schools  of  Columbus.  They  have  secured  a  number  of  public  contracts 
this  season. 

* 

* 

Bids  were  opened  Monday  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  for  the  Franklin  County 
children’s  home,  but  all  were  rejected  as  being  too  high.  The  lowest  bid  was 
$1.58  per  ton  delivered. 

*  * 

The  school  board  of  Meadville,  Pa.,  has  awarded  the  contract  for  coal 
supplies  to  Marcus  Ellis  &  Co.,  who  bid  $2.35  per  ton  for  Oceanica,  $2.15  for 
Sheppler  and  $1.80  for  Mercer,  per  net  ton. 

B.  F.  Barrett,  a  dealer  of  Appleton,  Wis.,  died  on  the  5th  inst.  He  was  55 
years  of  age.  Recently  he  purchased  the  coal  business  of  F.  H.  Blood,  hav¬ 
ing  been  in  the  hardware  business  previously. 

*** 

Frank  H.  Schmeck  has  secured  the  contract  to  supply  coal  to  the  prison 
in  Reading,  Pa.  He  bid  $4.50  per  ton  for  stove  coal.  W.  W.  Balthaser,  of 
Leesport,  will  supply  200  tons  of  pea  coal  to  the  same  institution  at  $2.89  per 
to*. 

♦ 

He  He 

E.  E.  Lawton,  coal  merchant  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  has  just  completed  filling  a 
contract  to  furnish  the  Indian  school  with  1,600  tons  of  bryken  coal  and  too 
tons  of  bituminous  coal.  The  coal  filled  60  cars  and  was  secured  through!). 
W.  Cox  &  Co.,  Harrisburg. 

♦ 

He  He 

James  Vanderoef,  of  Montgomery,  N.  Y.,  died  on  the  ist  inst.,  aged  81 
years.  He  went  into  the  coal  business  in  Goshen  in  1865  under  the  name  of 
Howell  &  Co.  In  1876  he  was  in  business  under  the  name  of  Vanderoef  & 
Son,  which  he  continued  since  that  date. 

*  He 

M.  E.  Lynn,  treasurer  and  manager  of  the  Queen  City  Coal  Company, 
was  generally  congratulated  yesterday  on  ’Change  over  the  splendid  turn-out 
made  by  his  company  in  the  civic  parade  September  8.  This  company  had 
thirty-six  horses  and  a  large  number  of  wagons  beautifully  draped  and  decor¬ 
ated,  in  which  rode  altogether  180  children,  boys  and  girls,  who  sang  along  the 
line  of  march.  Great  advertising,  that. 

* 

*  He 

B.  B.  Boecker,  Naperville,  Ill.,  dropped  into  the  editorial  sanctum  last 
week  and  whispered  in  our  ear  something  that  was  very  hard  to  believe,  and 
if  it  had  been  any  one  but  the  old  Association  member  we  would  have  said  it 
was  another  case  of  trying  to  “string"  us.  The  remarkable  statement  of  Mr. 
Boecker  was  that  he  had  not  lost  a  cent  since  the  first  of  the  year  on  account  of 
bad  debts.  This  gentleman  is  convinced  that  the  only  way  to  do  business  is 
on  a  strictly  cash  basis.  When  asked  if  he  did  not  lose  trade  by  enforcing  his 
spot  cash  idea,  he  said:  "I  did  lose  a  little,  but  it  pays  a  man  to  lose  that  class 
of  trade  that  does  not  pay  his  bills.  I  would  hardly  call  that  a  loss,  but  figure 
It  up  as  a  gain.”  Too  bad  the  entire  trade  does  not  see  its  way  clear  to  follow 
in  friend  Boecker’s  footsteps. 

,  * 

*  * 

Reliable  coal  dealers  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  would  be  glad  to  see  another 
office  created  in  that  city,  the  incumbent  having  duties  similar  to  those  of  the 
old  sealer  of  weights  and  measures.  They  say  that  it  is  easy  to  see  the  inef¬ 
fectuality  of  the  latter  officer.  For  instance,  a  minute  after  his  stamp  had 
been  pasted  on  a  set  of  scales  the  weighmaster  might  adjust  the  balances 
many  pounds  to  his  credit.  What  reliable  coal  firms  would  like  to  see  is  the 
appointment  of  an  officer  invested  with  police  authority,  whose  duties  should 
be  to  skirmish  constantly  for  cheat  weights  of  coal.  Every  teamster  carries 
his  way  bill.  Approaching  a  load  any  time  and  anywhere,  the  officer  would 
have  authority  to  direct  the  driver  with  it  to  such  scales  as  he  may  see  fit  and 
ascertain  whether  the  weight  is  right  approximately.  Of  course,  scales  vary  a 
few  pounds,  but  are  not  supposed  to  differ  many  hundreds  of  pounds.  Reputa¬ 
ble  coal  dealers  feel  that  this  would  be  additional  protection  to  them  in  their 
business.  They  say  they  would  not  feel  then  that  perhaps  the  reason  why 
John  Doe  was  selling  coal  a  few  cents  under  them  was  because  he  had  the 
scales  “fixed.” 

A  Shamokin,  Pa.,  dispatch  says  the  6,000  employes  of  the  Mineral  Mining 
Co.  and  the  Union  Coal  Co.  have  been  notified  that  the  mines  will  work  six 
days  per  week  until  further  notice. 

The  Huntingdon  and  Broad  Top  Mountain  Railroad  and  Coal  Company 
makes  the  following  statement  of  theamount  of  coal  transported  over  the  road 
for  the  week  ending  September  10, 1898,  and  previously  during  the  year: 

Week,  Total  for  Total  for 

1898.  year  1898.  year  1897. 

Broad  Top.  tons . 5.702  298.634  309.204 

Cumberland,  tons . 20,341  1,054,345  1,097,572 

Total .  26,044  1,352,979  1,406,777 

Decrease  for  week .  >5.457 

Decrease  for  year . 53.797 


WESTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


Charles  Crawford,  Waterford,  Mich.,  has  discovered  coal  on  the  John 
Hess  farm. 

A  vein  of  good  coal  is  reported  to  have  been  discovered  on  the  Rush  dairy 
farm  near  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Another  car  load  of  Alabama  negroes  arrived  this  week  at  Pana.  These 
men,  it  is  alleged,  are  for  the  mines  at  Toluca. 

The  Rocky  Fork  Coal  Co.  will  increase  the  output  of  its  coal  mines  at 
Salmon,  near  Red  Lodge,  Mont.,  from  1,000  to  1,500  tons  a  day. 

Drilling  for  coal  has  been  started  on  land  owned  by  George  L.  Burrows 
near  Union  Park,  Saginaw,  Mich.  Drilling  is  also  in  progress  in  Union  Park. 

A  new  corporation  is  the  Citizens’  Coal  and  Mining  Co.,  Troy,  Ill.,  capital 
stock,  $8,000;  incorporators,  J.  W.  Garnet,  John  Boland  and  J.  H.  Steinhaus. 

The  Board  of  Charities  and  Corrections,  in  session  at  Yankton,  N.  D., 
have  rejected  all  bids  for  coal  and  advertised  again  under  the  new  arrange¬ 
ment  of  a  cash  basis. 

The  certificate  of  incorporation  of  the  Lake  Coal  Mining  Co.,  of  French 
Village,  Ill.,  capital  $2,500,  has  been  filed  in  the  County  Recorder’s  office.  The 
incorporators  are  Joseph  Guest,  William  Ormson  and  Thomas  Davis. 

The  workmen  at  the  Dripping  Spring  coal  mine,  Kingston,  Mo.,  report 
that  they  have  reached  a  depth  of  150  feet  on  the  air  shaft  and  that  they  have 
about  too  feet  more  to  go  before  they  will  reach  the  first  vein  of  coal. 

The  Courier-Herald,  Saginaw,  Mich.,  states  that  one  coal  mining  concern 
— the  Somers  Coal  Co.— has  15,000,000  tons  in  sight  in  Saginaw  county  alone. 
By  this  is  meant  that  that  is  the  estimated  amount  of  coal  under  its  lease 
holdings. 

Lon  Learn  has  arrived  in  Butte,  Mont.,  to  assume  the  position  of  general 
agent  of  the  Lffiion  Pacific  Coal  Co.,  vice  M.  L.  Todd.  Mr.  Learn  has  been 
connected  with  the  company  for  a  long  time,  lately  as  traveling  agent,  with 
headquarters  at  Salt  Lake. 

William  O’Connor,  superintendent  of  the  Rock  Fork  coal  mines  at 
Salmon,  near  Red  Lodge,  Mont.,  was  shot  and  fatally  wounded  by  Tom 
Salmon,  a  discharged  miner.  Sept.  ii.  Lynching  talk  was  freely  indulged  in, 
but  the  sheriff  took  his  prisoner  to  Billings. 

The  Pana  Coal  Co.,  Pana,  Ill.,  which  is  now  working  colored  miners,  has 
paid  the  state  board  of  labor  a  fee  of  $88  for  an  inspection  of  the  mine,  made 
by  Inspector  Rutledge  a  few  weeks  ago.  The  coal  company  has  persistently 
refused  to  pay  the  bill,  and  the  state  board  of  labor  feels  it  has  won  a  great 
victory.  By  paying  the  Pana  Coal  Co.  has  in  one  particular  at  least  complied 
with  the  law. 

Track  laying  on  the  lo-mile  spur  from  Carbonado  to  Fairfax,  Wash.,  has 
been  commenced,  and  it  is  expected  the  line  willbe  open  to  the  new  coal  mines 
by  Oct.  I.  Two  miles  of  the  road  are  graded,  ready  for  the  ties,  and  a  large 
force  of  men  are  at  work  cleaning  and  grading  and  making  ties.  The  output 
of  the  mines  will  be  about  1,500  tons  per  day.  The  coal  will  be  sent  to  Tacoma 
for  shipment  and  general  use. 

The  Wyoming  Land,  Iron  and  Coal  Company  has  commenced  the  work 
of  making  the  fire  brick  for  the  construction  of  its  new  smelter.  The  Com¬ 
pany’s  property  is  located  twenty-five  miles  north  of  Rawlins,  Wyo.,  and  has 
an  immense  deposit  of  high  grade  iron  ore,  with  a  large  vein  of  coal.  The 
Company  is  working  the  coal  bank,  and  taking  out  the  fire  clay  associated 
therewith  to  temper  it  in  the  atmosphere  before  converting  it  into  brick. 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  Superior,  Wis.,  has  there  been  so  much  coal 
heaped  upon  the  docks  as  at  the  present  time.  The  superintendents  of  the 
various  companies  estimate  that  there  is  now  an  available  supply  at  the  head 
of  the  lakes  greater  by  half  than  was  ever  before  known  in  a  single  year.  No 
matter  what  the  demand  may  be,  say  the  officials  of  the  coal  companies,  there 
will  be  no  famine  this  year  like  there  was  last.  The  capacities  of  all  the  docks 
are  now  filled  to  their  utmost  limit,  and  at  a  number  of  docks  the  superin¬ 
tendents  are  worrying  what  to  do  with  the  coal  still  being  received. 

It  is  reported  that  a  great  many  railroad  men  of  Newton,  Kan.,  are  talking 
of  forming  a  co-operative  society  for  the  purpose  of  buying  coal  in  large  quan¬ 
tities,  each  one  taking  a  certain  number  of  tons,  probably  enough  to  run 
through  the  winter  months.  This  move  was  decided  upon  because  the  coal 
dealers  adopted  the  cash  system,  and  also  from  the  fact  that  by  buying  in 
large  quantities  it  is  thought  they  would  be  able  to  purchase  this  commodity  at 
a  lower  rate  than  could  be  furnished  them  by  the  dealers.  It  is  very  evident 
a  coal  dealers’  association  to  prevent  scalping  is  greatly  needed  in  the  “Sun¬ 
flower”  state. 

State  Mine  Inspector  Norton,  of  Washington,  says  that  “in  the  eight 
months  of  the  operation  of  Washington  coal  mines  this  year  only  three  lives 
have  been  lost  by  accident,  and  about  1,200,000  tons  of  coal  have  been  mined. 
During  last  year  the  coal  mines  of  this  state  produced  about  1,300,000  tons  of 
coal.  I  think  the  output  this  season  will  amount  to  a  million  and  a  half  tons. 
It  may  be  a  little  more.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  ratio  of  deaths  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  this  coal  should  be  increased  during  the  rest  of  the  year,  and  I  ex¬ 
pect  we  shall  be  able  to  make  a  showing  which  will  be  better  than  that  made 
in  any  other  section  of  the  country.” 

It  is  reported  that  the  Devlin  Coal  Company  of  Toluca,  has  just  purchased 
170  acres  of  timber  and  cleared.land  seven  miles  northwest  of  Wenon,Ill.  They 
are  now  erecting  a  mammoth  saw  mill  on  the  newly  acquired  tract  and 
will  convert  the  forest  into  shaft  props  and  railroad  ties.  They  are  also  pros¬ 
pecting  for  coal  and^should  a  good  article  be  found,  a  large  shaft  will  be  sunk. 
The  Toluca  and  Eastern  railroad,  which  was  constructed  last  fall  and  which  is 
now  but  seven  mile&  in  length,  operating  between  Toluca  and  Rutland  is  to  be 
built  northwestward  to  Marquette.  This  railroad  is  to  pass  through  the  pro¬ 
posed  new  town  and  in  that  way  will  furnish  a  ready  outlet  for  the  shaft’s  out¬ 
put.  The  Devlin  Company  controls  the  Marquette  and  Toluca  mines  and  the 
proposed  new  shaft  will  be  used  principally  for  the  supplying  of  farmer  trade. 
Numerous  dwelling  houses  are  now  being  erected  for  the  miners. 
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BUT  LITTLE  COAL  L\  CALIFORNIA. 


Coal  is  a  scarce  product  in  California,  there  being  only  a  few  coal  mines 
in  the  state,  and  in  those  the  coal  is  not  of  first-class  quality.  In  Santiago 
Canon,  twelve  miles  from  Santa  Ana,  is  a  coal  mine  belonging  to  the  Santiago 
Coal  Company,  consisting  of  the  Irvine  estate  and  Joseph  Yoch.  The  mine 
was  first  discovered  about  twenty  years  ago.  There  is  a  tunnel  about  200  feet 


long  in  the  side  of  a  hill.  The  vein  is  from  18  inches  to  2  feet  in  width.  The 
coal  is  a  lignite,  resembling  the  Mt.  Diablo  coal.  It  is  good  for  steam  pur¬ 
poses,  and  is  also  used  in  households.  The  mine  is  at  present  leased  on  a 
royalty.  From  six  to  eight  men  are  employed  regularly,  the  output  at  present 
being  only  from  fifty  to  sixty  tons  a  month.  The  coal  is  taken  by  the  local 
trade,  people  calling  and  hauling  it  away  in  wagons.  Some  of  it  is  also  hauled 
to  Santa  Ana  and  sold  there.  The  price  paid  for  the  coal  is  from  $4  to  $5 
a  ton. 


.  c. 
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Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad  Company’s 

SCRANTON  COAL. 

{Soft  ^  Oolsie. 
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C.  L.  DERING,  Manager. 
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The  St.  Louis  and 
Big  Muddy  Coai  Go. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE: 

CARBONDALE,  ILL 

CAPACITY 

2,500  nr 

TONS  Lfl 

DAILY. 


MINES  NEAR. 


CARTERVILLE, 
Williamson  County, 

ILL. 


SOLK 


PROPRIETORS 


COAL. 


TRADE  MARK. 

A  600  ton  daily  capacity  Luhrig  Coal  Washing  Plant  operated  in  connection  with  mine. 


WILLIAMS  <&  PETERS 


Ceneral  Sale«  Agents  for  the 


Erie  R.  R,  Company’s  and 
New  York,  Susquehanna  &  Western  Coal  Co.’s 


COAL 
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SOLE  A-GhBlTTS  EOE  TIEE  BLOS  S  BTT  EO-  00-A.L  OOMBA-lTTr 


I 


»  »  BEXKOH  OFFICES:  ICAIW  OFFXOH  !  SOXFFXire  WAABTESl 

•WM9,  If.  Y.  New  S«Tea,  Oou.  WMhl&ttoa  BuUdtaf,  No.  I  Broodwoy,  |  WoohowkOBi  N.  J.  BofilSi  W.  Y, 

Now  York.  I 

M.  E.  ROBINSON  Western  Sales  Agenti  BUFFALO.  N*  Y*  Edgewaur.N.j 


Bootoa.  Vmo. 


328 


[September  17 


The  Black  Diamond. 


EASTERN  COAL  AM)  COKE  NOTES. 

The  coal  mines  on  Sugar  Creek,  near  Bethany,  Pa.,  open  out,  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  with  a  large  force  of  hands. 

At  New  York  the  New  Central  Coal  Company  has  declared  a  semi-annual 
dividend  of  2  per  cent,  payable  October  3. 

Before  building  a  breaker  at  the  Greenough  shaft  at  Shamokin,  Pa.,  the 
vein  of  co  il  recently  uncovered  will  be  thoroughly  proved.  Tunnels  will  be 
driven  at  once. 

Reports  from  Pennsylvania  paint  the  coal  market  black.  Philadelphia 
advices  state  th  it  there  is  chaos  in  the  anthracite  trade  and  the  situation  is 
graver  than  it  has  been  since  1895. 

'111!  latter  part  of  the  week  ending  September  10  witnessed  an  apparent 
shortage  of  coal  at  Buffalo  for  shipment  by  lake,  and  many  vessels  cleared 
light  for  Ohio  ports  where  they  would  take  on  cargoes.  Charter  rates  remain 
firm. 

The  mining  town  of  Uicksonton,  Ohio,  which  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
hands  of  the  sheriff  some  time  ago,  is  to  be  temporarily  re-opened.  There 
arc  a  few  acres  of  coal  that  can  be  taken  out  in  about  four  months. 

Around  Scranton,  Pa.,  much  activity  is  shown  at  the  several  anthracite 
coal  in  nes  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Company.  Mines  that 
were  running  at  nine  hours  a  day  are  now  running  ten  hours  or  full  time. 

The  Witch  Hazel  Coal  Company,  at  Hubbard,  Ohio,  have  made  arrange¬ 
ments  to  operate  the  old  Applegate  coal  mine  at  Chestnut  Ridge.  The  water 
has  been  pumped  out  of  the  mine  and  operations  will  begin  the  first  of  next 
week,  employing  twenty-five  miners  all  winter. 

The  British  bark  Gael  sailed  September  ii  from  Philadelphia  for  Buenos 
Ayres  with  2,7000  tons  of  American  coal.  Already  this  year  British  ships 
have  carried  American  coal  to  London,  to  the  Canaries  and  Azore  Islands,  to 
Greece,  to  South  America,  to  the  Philippines,  and  to  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Although  the  Welsh  coal  strike  is  over,  Philadelphia  coal  exporters  figure 
on  a  good  foreign  demand  for  another  six  weeks,  during  which  period  the 
Welsh  shippers  will  be  catching  up  with  the  domestic  orders  that  are  in 
arrears. 

Having  failed  to  hold  the  miners  out  on  strike  in  the  third  district,  Pitts¬ 
burg  pool,  the  miners’  organization  will  attempt  to  inaugurate  a  boycott  on  the 
coal  from  that  section.  James  Jones  &  Son  and  C.  Jutte  &  Co.,  the  two  firms 
aimed  at,  control  absolutely  the  domestic  coal  market  in  this  section  and  a 
lively  fight  is  expected. 

The  Archibald  mine  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Company 
at  Scranton,  Pa.,  resumed  operations  this  week  giving  employment  to 
about  500  men,  many  of  whom  have  had  little  work  to  do  since  work  ceased 
there  in  January  last.  The  mine  is  among  the  oldest  of  the  company,  and  in 
the  early  winter  or  just  before  the  opening  of  this  year  orders  were  given  for 
the  complete  shutting  down  of  the  colliery. 

Bids  for  the  construction  of  the  U.  S.  coaling  station  at  New  London,  Conn, 
vary  greatly  in  amounts.  The  Union  Bridge  Company  of  New  York  sub¬ 
mitted  five  plans,  the  cheapest  of  which  it  is  proposed  to  carry  out  for  $155,360, 
and  the  most  expensive  for  $192,000.  The  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Company  of 
East  Berlin,  submitted  two  plans,  the  highest  of  which  was  $159,900.  The 
bids  of  C.  W.  Blakesly  &  Son  of  New  Haven  were  $171,000  and  $192,000 
respectively. 

The  Huntingdon  and  Broad  Top  Mountain  Railroad  and  Coal  Company 
makes  the  following  statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported  over  the  road 
for  »he  week  ending  September  3,  1898,  and  previously  during  the  year: 


Week, 

Total  for 

Total  for 

1898. 

year  1898. 

year  1897- 

•  7.496 

292.931 

299.578 

33.629 

1,034.004 

1,065,697 

41,125 

1.326,935 

1.365.275 

1.999 

•  •  38.340 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  and  coke  originat¬ 
ing  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  Sept.  3,  1898, 
and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  as 
follows: 

1898. 

Week  ending 
Sept.  3. 


Anthracite,  tons. . 
Bituminous,  tons. 
Coke,  tons . 


64.255 

273.405 

106,987 


1898 
Year  to 
Sept.  3. 
2,335.286 
9,300,074 
4,010,074 


1897- 
Year  to 
Sept.  4. 
2,254,054 
8,264,360 
3.107.150 


Total. 


444.647  15.645.434  13.535.564 


At  Shenandoah,  Pa.,  ground  is  being  broken  for  the  foundation  walls  for 
an  additional  breaker  engine  at  the  St.  Nicholas  colliery.  This  will  be  the 
fourth  engine  put  in  to  run  the  machinery  of  the  breaker. 

The  Board  of  Health  of  New  York  is  getting  after  the  Long  Island  rai’- 
road  with  a  sharp  stick  for  violating  the  state  law  in  regards  to  the  emissicn 
of  smoke  and  soot  from  its  engines.  President  Baldwin  of  the  road  is  reported 
as  saying:  “In  a  short  while  we  shall  have  twenty  or  twenty-five  more  en¬ 
gines  equipped  for  hard  coal.  Give  us  a  little  more  time  and  we  shall  do 
away  with  the  smoke  and  cinders  nuisance  altogether.” 


At  Louisville,  Ky.,  there  is  a  plan  under  way  which  contemplates  the  con¬ 
solidation  of  several  of  the  soft  coal  companies.  The  figures  show  such  defi¬ 
nite  advantages  from  consolidation  as  to  make  it  practically  certain  that  the 
security  holders  will  accept  the  terms  that  are  likely  to  be  offered.  An  impor¬ 
tant  reason  in  favor  of  obtaining  control  of  the  bituminous  trade  is  the  effect 
which  bituminous  competition  has  had  on  the  anthracite  market.  At  least 
15.000  tons  of  the  anthracite  output  comes  into  competition  with  bituminous 
trade, and  the  large  anthracite  interest  feel  the  importance  of  improvement  in 
the  bituminous  situation. 

President  H.  G.  Davis,  of  the  West  Virginia  Central  and  Pittsburg,  is  re¬ 
ported  as  saying:  “Mention  has  been  made  in  the  reports  for  the  past  few 
years  of  the  decline  in  coal  freight  rates  and  the  effect  it  has  had  on  the  reve¬ 
nues  of  the  company.  The  net  income  for  the  past  year  was  practically  the 
same  as  the  year  before,  but  this  was  accomplished  only  by  doing  a  larger 
volume  of  business,  and  in  reducing  the  cost  per  ton  per  mile  for  hauling  the 
same.  The  increase  in  coal  was  over  60,000  t  >ns,  and  of  coke  nearly  70,000 
tons  (161,175  to  230,294  net  tons),  and  yet  the  company  received  for  this  class 
of  traffic  $38,000  less  than  it  did  for  the  preceding  year.  The  coal  companies 
report  that  they  have  engagements  for  the  present  year  in  excess  of  last  year’s 
business.” 


^  COAL 

Hyatt’s  Telegraph  Code 


lYIINE  OPERATORS, 
AGENTS  AND 
SALESMEN  ON  THE  ROAD. 


IS  A  MONEY  SAVER. 

Will  save  75  per  cent  on  Telegraph  Bills. 

SECOND  EDITION  NOW  READY. 

PRICE,  $1.50. 

This  small  sum  is  covered  in  a  very  few  telegrams. 

The  only  General  Code  ever  publislH'*!  covering  Coal  and  CoLe 

from  all  districts. 

K,»r  liirtlier  inrorinatioii  address  liie  compiler, 

£>-  F*.  HYiV'TOr, 

DETROIT, . MICHIGAN. 

J.  II,  CABLK,  Pres.  IJEO.  ITI.  SP^CE,  Vice-Pre 

F.  li.  <  HAPItlAN,  Sec.  H.  W.  C.  BOWDOIN,  Treas. 

OHIO  GOAL  GO. 

General  Offices:  Pioneer  Press  Building,  ST.PAUL,  MINN. 

...Agencies  at... 

Aslilaiid,  West  Superlur.  Green  Bay,  ITIilwaukee,  Vis.; 

St.  Paul.  Minueapolis,  Diilutb,  minn.;  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 
...Distributing'  Docks... 

Duiiitb,  Asliland,  West  Superior,  ITIilwaukee. 

DEALERS  IN 

ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  GOALS 

ALSO 

BEST  GRADES  OF  COKE 


THE  CELEBRATED 


SOLE  AGENTS  FOR 

E.LK  GARDEN 


DAVIS  GOAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY, 

BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  TKE 


SMITHING  COAL 


High  in  Carbon. 

Low  in  Sulphur  and  Ash. 


Davis  Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


For  Ore  Smelters,  Foundries 
and  Family  Use* 


Capccity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daity. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont,"lv,  Va. 

SMITHING  COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 

_ 

The  Government  continues  to  make  important  coal  shipments  from  Nor¬ 
folk,  Va.,  to  the  Philippines. 

Work  at  the  mines  of  the  Sale  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Sale  Creek, 
Tenn.,  is  improving.  While  there  is  not  much  coal  being  shipped,  the  local 
trade  will  open  up  shortly. 

The  Barton  Mining  Company  have  been  successful  in  their  search  for  a 
lost  vein  of  coal  in  their  mine  at  Barton,  Md.  The  amount  of  coal  recovered 
consists  of  about  fourteen  acres. 

The  Panther  Creek  Coal  Company  has  been  organized  to  take  charge  of 
l(  the  Thompson  coal  mines  at  Deanfield,  Ky.  It  is  said  that  the  company  has 
I  plenty  of  capital,  and  will  operate  the  mines  on  a  large  scale. 

^  The  coal  movement  on  the  Knoxville  &  Ohio  branch  of  the  Southern 

Pj  Railroad  is  heavier  than  it  has  been  for  some  months  on  account  of  the  fact 
j,  that  the  fall  coal  is  now  being  brought  to  this  city  and  taken  up  on  the  Ashe- 
i;  ville  division. 

I  At  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  the  recent  heavy  rains  caused  considerable  trouble 

J  to  the  coal  yards  situated  near  the  river,  though  little  damage  is  reported. 
The  yards  affected  were  those  of  the  Black  Diamond  Coal  Company  and  Nick 
Schubert’s. 

» 

The  United  Mine  Workers’  officials  are  said  to  be  making  good  progress 
ni  organizing  lodges  in  Walker  county,  Ala.  Organizers  Fred  Delcher  and 
William  Fairley  expressed  themselves  as  being  well  satisfied  with  their  work 
in  the  South. 

The  premises  of  the  O’Neil  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Washington  street,  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  were  somewhat  damaged  by  fire  last  week.  This  is  the  second  fire  in 
less  than  three  weeks  from  which  the  firm  has  suffered,  the  other  being  at  the 
'  coal  elevator  on  the  river.  Loss  about  $500. 

Rail  shipments  from  the  George’s  Creek-Cumberland  region  for  the  week 
ended  Saturday,  September  3,  were  65,882  tons;  canal  shipments,  8,103  tons. 
Shipments  for  the  year  to  date  aggregate  2,743,521  tons,  an  increase  of  122,262 
tons  over  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

The  Sernet-Solnay  Co.,  Ensley  City,  Ala.,  has  put  into  operation  another 
battery  of  thirty  coke  ovens,  sixty  now  being  in  working  order.  It  will  be 
several  moriths  before  the  remaining  sixty  ovens  being  builded  at  that  plant 
will  be  put  in  operation,  as  a  good  deal  of  work  remains  to  be  done  on  them. 

The  Fairrnont,  W.  Va.,  Index  states  that  “the  output  of  coal  this  year 
will  be,  in  Marion  county  alone,  two  million  of  tons.  This  development  repre- 
,  sents  a  growth  from  a  production  of  only  109,000  tons  in  1887,  just  eleven  years 
ago.”  The  Fairmont  district,  while  not  the  big  end  of  the  coal  region  in  West 
Virginia,  is  without  doubt  the  most  steadily  prosperous. 

The  Indianola  Coal  and  Railway  Company,  composed  of  Dallas,  Sulphur 
Springs  and  Greenville,  Tex.,  capitalists,  has  purchased  the  coal  property  at 
Poteau,  1.  T.,  formerly  owned  by  the  Cavanal  Coal  and  Railway  Company. 
The  new  company,  of  which  Charles  Beauchamp  of  Greenville,  Tex.,  is  gen¬ 
eral  m  inager,  has  commenced  active  operations,  and  will  push  the  practical 
development  of  the  mines  rapidly. 

Mr.  James  Bowron,  vice-president  and  treasurer  of  the  Tennessee  Coal, 
Iron  &  Railroad  Co.,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  is  reported  as  saying:  “Conditions 
in  the  iron  trade  are  fairly  encouraging.  The  export  trade  is  active.  Our 
company  has  disposed  of  about  10,000  tons  this  week  in  that  direction.  The 
coal  trade  is  improving,  but  it  might  be  better.  I  apprehend  there  will  be  a 
scarcity  of  cars  later.  People  should  get  in  their  orders  before  this  occurs.” 


NEILSON 

RED^ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

IDICKSOlSr  &  EDDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Office,  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Ast. 

C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

“AVOCA  ’’  (Pittston  District) 

‘‘FRANKLIN  (Lackawanna  District) 
“LOUISE  ”  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  R'ailroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

ROBT.  E.  BROWN  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

MosbanDoi  and  Coniberland  Vein  Bitniinons  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Title  Buildine,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


XheturuEY  &  JOITCS  CO. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL 

•  •  •  •  OF  THE  •  ■  •  ■ 


CONGO  COAL 

Anthracite  and  Smithing;  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  No.  355  Dearborn  St. 

COLUMBUS,  O.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

FRICK  ~ 


H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO. 


Headquarters  for 


COKE 


I 


Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna. 

GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells¬ 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing  and 
domestic  purposes.  I  3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

Direct  Connections  with  ali  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

Quotations  Freight  Rates  Pamphlets  i^ivine.  fullinformatlon  promptly  furnished  upon  application.. 
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Harrison  Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years’ 
Service. 

1600 
ITIachines 
in  use. 

1315 
sq.  ft.  in 
9  honrs. 


Best  Combination  for  Mining  Operations. 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 

RECORD: 

17  years* 

continn* 

ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
donble 
shift. 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY,  -  -  -  Chicago,  Illinois. 


The  “Link-Belt”  Electric  Chain  Breast  Machine. 


COVERED  BY  FOUR  U.  S.  PATENTS  ISSUED  AND  PENDING. 


Special  Points  of  Advantage: 

Cuts  a  perfectly  level  floor;  leaves  no  bottom  coal  for  loaders  to  take  up. 

Works  equally  well  to  right  or  left  across  room  or  entry.  Machine  cuttings  can  be 
shoveled  from  either  side. 

System  of  rollers  by  means  of  which  machine  is  easily  moved  across  face  of  room, 
thereby  greatly  increasing  capacity. 

Shortest  machine  for  le  igth  of  undercut. 

Most  secure  and  easily-handled  rear  jack,  attached  to  machine. 

Simplest  feeding  mechanism  Less  gears  i  nd  fewest  number  of  parts. 

Compa  t  ''dust  and  wat  r-pronf”  ir  >,i-clad  luuUpolar  motor. 

Strongest  frame  and  chain,  admitting  of  using  steel  most  economically. 
Chisel-holding  device  coverrd  by  patents  su  tuined  by  Judge  Sage. 


ELECTRIC 


Power  CeneratorSi 
Mine  Pumps, 
Locomotives, 

Drills,  Etc. 


The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 


PRICES  AND  ESTIMATES  ON  APPLICATION. 


Engineers-Founders-Machinists, 


CHICAGO,  U.S.  A. 


THE  .lEFFREY  RHAIN  CflAL  RUTTING  MACHINERY. 


All  Claims  Based  on  Actual  Results. 


Machinery  fully  covered  by  Guarantees 

The  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter  will  produce  from 
100  percent  to  150  per  cent  more  coal  than  the 
puncher  machines  under  the  same  conditions. 

COMPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


Electric  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 


Electric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  Drills. 

Electric  Shearing  Machiues. 
Air  Shearing  Machines. 


Electric  Lougwall  Machines. 
Air  Lougwall  Machines. 
Electric  Locomotives. 
Electric  Pumps. 


Manufacturers  Dynamos  and  Motors.  Compressed  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 


THE  JEFFREY  MFG.  CO.,  -  Colombus,  Ohio. 
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@  We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  mine  owners,  workers,  S 
I  shippers  and  agents,  if  they  will  kindly,  from  time  to  time,  i 
g  furnish  such  intelligence  as  may  be  of  public  interest  to  the  H 

fcoal  trade,  when  it  comes  under  their  notice.  gj 

Sgimt'flneinnnf 


MARKET  REVIEW. 


According  to  the  Bureau  of  Coal  Statistics  compiled  in  these 
offices,  the  receipts  of  anthracite  coal  at  Chicago  by  lake  from 
Sept.  I  to  Sept.  10  show  a  large  increase  over  those  for  the  cor¬ 
responding  period  last  year,  while  the  receipts  of  all  rail  anthra¬ 
cite  show  a  decrease.  The  shipments  of  anthracite  from  Chicago 
for  the  sarhe  period  and  comparison  also  show  a  small  decrease. 

The  general  receipts  of  bituminous  coal  from  Pennsylvania, 
( )hio  and  West  Virginia  at  Chicago  from  Sept,  i  to  Sept.  lo,  as 
compared  with  the  like  period  in  1897,  show  increases  and  are 
large  from  the  last  named  state.  In  Illinois  coal  the  total  of  re¬ 
ceipts  show  a  falling  off,  but  a  large  increase  is  noted  from  the 
northern  and  eastern  districts,  while  there  is  a  heavy  decrease  in 
those  from  the  southern  field,  and  a  small  one  from  the  central 
distiict.  Receipts  of  Indiana  block  and  bituminous  both  show 
large  increases  in  the  receipts.  General  shipments  of  bituminous 
coal  from  Chicago  show  a  slight  decrease. 

Coke  receipts  at  and  shipments  from  Chicago  from  Sept,  i  to 
10,  both  show  large  increases  over  the  same  period  of  last  year. 

The  stringency  in  the  car  situation  has  commenced  earlier  than 
usual  this  year,  and  it  is  generally  felt  from  the  Eastern  to  the 
Central  Western  states  to  the  Missouri  River.  While  no  real  car 
famine  is  expected,  yet  the  shortage  may  become  so  pronounced 
that  those  who  want  anthracite  coal  in  a  hurry  may  have  to  pay 
extra  for  prompt  shipment  and  especially  may  this  be  applicable 
to  all  rail  points.  The  same  obtains  on  bituminous  coal,  and 
alieady  there  has  been  some  interruption  to  busines.s  on  account 
of  scarcity  of  cars  in  the  West.  At  the  Atlantic  seaboard  similar 
complaint  is  made  that  vessels  have  been  detained  at  loading 
ports  because  the  coal  had  not  arrived,  and  on  main'  of  the  roads 


cars  are  not  permitted  to  leave  the  main  lines  under  any  pretense 
The  shortap  is  noticed  in  box,  flat  and  gondola  cars,  and  while 
^ot  yet  serious  theie  is  no  knowing  how  soon  it  may  become  so 

Anthracite  in  the  West  continues  inactiv'c  so  far  as  regards 
new  Wsiness,  and  it  can  be  confidently  stated  that  there  is  no 
gain  in  strength  at  present,  which  is  scarcely  to  be  wondered  at 
when  the  heavy  buying  movement  of  sixty  days  ago  is  recalled. 
Yet  there  is  hardly  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  in  from  thirty  to 
sixty  days  there  will  be  a  good  demand  for  coal  not  only  from  all 
outside  points  but  locally  also.  The  scarcity  of  chestnut  coal 
with  some  of  the  interests  is  still  quite  notable  and  is  causing  no 
little  uneasiness  as  to  the  supply  for  the  near  future.  With  re¬ 
gards  prices  the  market  appears  to  have  reached  bottom  and 
rumors  are  current  in  the  East  that  no  further  relaxation  will  be 
allowed.  If  there  is  any  foundation  for  these  reports,  a  steadier 
market  can  with  full  confidence  be  predicted,  and  prices  do 
not  appreciate,  there  will  be  some  satisfaction  in  knowing  that 
they  will  be  no  lower.  It  is  affirmed  by  some  interests  which 
make  a  specialty  of  rail  shipments,  that  prices  are  much  less 
erratic  at  points  out  of  the  reach  or  outside  of  the  influence  of 
water  coal. 

Bituminous  coal  for  all  purposes  begins  to  show  distinct 
gains  in  the  tonnage  distributed,  and  while  it  is  true  the  tonnage 
is  not  large,  it  has  shown  a  steady  increase  so  far  during  Sep¬ 
tember.  This  expansion  in  trade  is  largely  due  to  natural 
causes,  the  advance  of  the  season  when  cooler  weather  is  ex¬ 
pected  and  prepared  for,  and  the  continued  increase  in  manufac¬ 
turing  industries  requiring  a  greater  consumption  of  fuel.  Through¬ 
out  the  West  generally  there  is  a  little  better  demand  for  com¬ 
mercial  coal,  and  the  movement  in  this  branch  of  the  trade  during 
week  has  grown  perceptibly;  this  in  conjunction  with  the  slight 
improvement  in  the  inquiry  for  steam  coal  has,  it  is  believed,  put 
the  bituminous  market  in  somewhat  better  condition  as  regards 
tonnage.  With  respect  to  prices  there  is  less  to  be  said,  as  with 
a  little  stiffening  here  and  there  and  concessions  in  other  quar¬ 
ters,  the  market  barely  holds  its  own.  Yet  among  some  of  the 
larger  producing  interests  in  the  West  there  is  being  exhibited  a 
more  determined  and  organized  effort  to  obtain  better  prices  for 
coal,  which  is  probably  one  reason  why  some  large  consumers 
are  negotiating  for  the  purchase  and  delivery  of  supplies  well 
into  the  future. 

Coke  is  in  moderate  demand  only  for  foundry  purposes.  The 
large  receipts  noted  at  the  head  of  this  page  are  chiefly  for  con¬ 
sumption  by  the  blast  furnace  interests  in  the  vicinity  of  Chicago. 
Shippers  of  coke  look  for  a  greatly  increased  business  in  the  near 
future.  Prices  are  still  more  or  less  elastic,  but  on  certain  brands 
there  is  greater  firmness. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  that  there  is  less  com¬ 
plaint  of  dullness,  but  the  situation  generally  has  not  materially 
changed,  and  yet  the  market  is  in  a  rather  peculiar  condition,  as 
some  interests  state  business  is  fairly  active,  while  others  say 
there  is  no  improvement.  Orders  from  the  far  East  are  in 
greater  evidence,  but  this  has  not  braced  up  the  market,  as  the 
smaller  producers  of  anthracite  coal  are  afraid  the  large  business 
will  be  closed  while  they  are  waiting  for  the  season  to  advance. 
Rather  more  activity  is  noted  in  the  retail  trade,  as  most  con¬ 
sumers  have  not  taken  the  usual  amount  of  coal,  and  dealers  are 
looking  forward  to  a  good  and  active  fall  business.  Line  trade 
has  improved  and  would  doubtless  be  much  larger  if  cars  were 
available.  The  car  supply  is  already  scanty,  and  when  the  call 
for  coal  becomes  more  active  and  grain  shipments  increase,  it 
may  develop  into  a  positive  shortage  in  all  directions,  in  which 
event  tardy  buyers  may  have  to  wait  for  coal  when  most 
needed.  Prices  arc  still  rather  weak,  though  the  companies  are 
endeavoring  to  hold  the  market  at  $4  for  stove  alongside. 
The  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  now  shows  improvement,  or¬ 
ders  are  more  frequent,  not  that  consumption  has  increased  to 
any  extent,  but  consumers  are  getting  forward  their  winter’s  sup¬ 
plies.  The  lar  East,  as  well  as  near-by  shoal  water  ports,  are 
taking  in  large  quantities  of  coal,  so  that  business  is  quite  active 

Ma,rket  Review  (ontinued  on  330. 


348 


The  Black  Diamond, 


[September  24 


I 


i  EASTERN  OFFICE  OF  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 

§  29  LIBERTY  STREET,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

PRICES  F.  O.  IS.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 

September  21,  1898. 

Broken  Kgg.  Stove.  Nut 

Companies  Free  Burning 

White  Ash .  S3-65  S3-90  ?4-i5  S3-90 

STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . . 

Buckwheat .  1.65-  2.00 

Rice . I -3°"  ’-45 

AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 

White  ash . . 

Pink  ash .  5-50 

Red  ash .  5  75 

The  past  week  in  the  anthracite  market  has  not  differed  materially  from 
that  of  the  several  weeks  preceding  it.  There  is,  however,  if  anything,  less 
complaint  of  the  dullness  in  the  trade  than  there  was,  which,  no  doubt,  can  be 
attributed  to  the  few  extra  orders  brought  in  with  the  advent  of  the  cooler 
weather,  and  which  are  absorbing  some  attention.  The  real  status  of  the 
trade  is  rather  peculiar,  owing  to  the  various  conditions  existing  as  they  apply 
to  the  several  interests.  In  fact,  some  of  the  interests  would  have  us  believe 
that  the  market  is  fairly  active,  while  on  the  other  hand  there  are  those  who 
report  no  improvement  on  the  conditions  existing  for  some  time  past.  This 
can,  in  a  measure,  be  accounted  for  by  the  booking  of  orders  in  advance,  the 
coal  for  which  is  now  being  called  upon  for  shipment,  and  the  usual  de¬ 
mand  for  the  special  coals  which  are  not  subject  to  the  market  fluctuations 
and  are  generally  taken  when  ocean  freights  are  assured  to  be  bottom. 

The  far  East  is  sending  in  a  few  more  orders  and  inquiries  for  coal  are 
(luite  frequent.  This  has  had  a  tendency  to  lower  prices  somewhat,  as  some  of 
the  smaller  interests  apparently  are  fearful  lest  the  market  will  be  scooped 
up  while  waiting  for  the  advance  of  the  season.  The  retail  trade  at  all  points 
has  developed  a  little  more  activity,  though  it  is  not  yet  of  a  character  to  affect 
the  wholesale  market  to  any  extent.  The  dealers  generally  nevertheless  are 
looking  forward  to  a  good  active  fall  trade,  as  the  consumers  have  not  taken 
their  usual  quantities  of  coal  so  far  this  year,  and  will  therefore  necessitate  the 
moving  of  a  proportionately  larger  tonnage  during  the  season  as  compared 
with  the  past  years.  Line  trade  is  improved  and  no  doubt  a  much  larger  ton¬ 
nage  would  be  forwarded  on  this  business  if  cars  were  available.  The  short¬ 
age  of  car  supply  being  already  felt,  will  no  doubt  be  an  important  factor 
when  trade  becomes  more  active,  and  it  is  thought  that  dealers  who  have  held 
to  the  last  moment  in  ordering  their  supply  may  have  reason  to  regret  their 
conservative  policy.  Prices  are  rather  weak  and  we  hear  of  quotations  from 
$3.50  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  New  York  for  stove  coal  and  np  to  schedule.  The  companies 
are  endeavoring  to  hold  near  list  figures  but  spot  cargoes  can  be  bought  in 
most  cases  for  $4.00  alongside  for  stove  coal. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  shows  an  improvement;  most  of  the 
producers  are  receiving  orders  daily;  they  are  beginning  to  accumulate  on 
their  hands.  There  seems  to  be  no  greater  consumption  of  coal  at  this  time, 
but  that  all  classes  of  consumers  are  putting  in  more  or  less  of  their  winter’s 
supply.  Shoal  water  ports  consumers  are  also  putting  in  their  winter’s  supply 
.(luite  freely;  even  those  shoal  water  ports  nearer  New  York,  which  generally 
do  not  start’in  to  stock  up  till  next  month,  are  beginning  to  take  in  their  first 
cargoes.  The  far  East  is  showing  considerable  activity  in  calling  for  coal  and 
are  sending  forward  orders  not  only  of  the  limited  kind  but  also  those  having 
no  restrictions  on  them  in  any  way.  Indeed  some  people  have  gone  so  far  as 
to  characterize  the  trade  in  the  far  East  as  a  boom,  though  we  hardly  believe 
it  has  reached  this  state.  Trade  this  side  of  Cape  Cod  is  taking  considerable 
coal  though  on  account  of  vessels  desiring  this  trade  they  have  received  more 
coal  proportionately  than  has  been  shipped  around  the  Cape  by  available  ves¬ 
sels.  New  York  trade  is  fairly  active,  though  it  does  not  show  the  proportion¬ 
ate  increase  that  the  other  consuming  territories  have.  All  rail  trade  is  about 
up  to  its  usual  tonnage,  but  does  not  show  the  activity  that  is  manifest  in  the 
East.  The  one  thing  that  is  keeping  the  trade  back  to  some  extent  in  ocean 
shipments  is  the  lack  of  vessel  tonnage  for  the  increased  demand.  There  are 
a  number  of  the  larger  class  of  vessels  that  have  taken  coal  for  export  trade 
and  thus  diminished  the  available  supply  of  vessels  for  coastwise,  and  it  is 
believed  that  if  this  is  not  felt  now  it  will  be  very  shortly.  From  this  condi¬ 
tion  of  things  it  is  believed  that  the  present  prevailing  low  ocean  freight  will 
shortly  advance;  indeed  it  is  thought  that  some  of  the  present  demand  has 
been  created  by  the  desire  to  take  advantage  of  the  present  low  freight 
market. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  slow  and  has  not  been  up  to  the 
increased  demand  on  it  for  the  last  week,  however  it  is  thought  the  railroads 
will  get  together  and  eliminate  this  feature  as  soon  as  they  can.  Car  supply 
is  reported  fair.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  not  in  good  supply 
and  freights  are  strong  at  the  present  quotations  with  shippers  seeking  ton¬ 
nage  of  all  classes.  We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  as  follows:  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland  60,  Providence,  New  Bedford  and  the 
Sound  50,  Wareham,  Newburyport  70,  Lynn  and  Bangor  70-75 ;  Portsmouth 
60-65,  Dover  90-95  and  towage,  Saco  80-85  and  towage,  Bath  60-65, 
Gardiner  60-65  and  towage,  Baltimore  Norfolk  and  Newport  5  cents  above 
thGS0  rstcs 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  $1.60  to 
St. 75  f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia,  $1. 25  to  $1.50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  $1.65  to  $1.75 
on  the  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  $2.10  to 
S2.20  on  the  higher  grades,  and  $1.60  to  $1.75  o’l  poorer  grades  of  coal. 

A  syndicate  composed  of  James  B.  Rees,  John  W.  Nihiser,  Daniel  R. 
Leatherman  and  J.  A.  Young,  of  Cumberland,  Md.,  has  purchased  of  Joseph 
R.  Stauffer,  of  Scottdale,  Pa.,  his  interest  in  2,746  acres  in  the  coal  fields  near 
Cheny  Run,  Morgan  county,  W.  V’a.,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  for 
$10,500.  Minor  interests  in  the  same  field  were  purchased  for  $7,000.  \’ery 
little  coal  has  been  taken  out,  but  what  has  been  dug  has  given  excellent  satis¬ 
faction  to  the  consumers. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

September  19,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  is  a  little  better  than  it  was,  for  the  reason  that 
the  season  is  a  little  farther  advanced  and  the  time  for  more  active  buying  is 
near  at  hand.  The  transactions  for  new  business  has  been  very  small  as  yet, 
everybody  seeming  to  hold  off  to  the  last  moment,  though  the  market  is  fairly 
strong  and  the  outlook  very  propitious.  It  is  the  general  opinion  that  when 
the  trade  does  come  it  will  come  with  a  rush,  and  those  dealers  who  allowed 
their  stocks  to  run  very  low  will  be  caught  short,  as  the  belief  is  that  the  supply 
of  cars  will  be  entirely  inadequate  to  handle  the  tonnage  called  for.  The 
cooler  nights  have  brought  in  some  orders  from  consumers,  though  they  do  not 
amount  to  much  in  the  aggregate  and  dealers  are  still  waiting  for  the  regular 
fall  demand.  Line  trade  proper  and  points  inland  are  showing  a  trifle  more 
activity.  The  season  for  the  stocking  up  their  winter’s  supply  being  at  hand 
orders  for  this  purpose  are  now  coming  in  daily.  Trade  Eastward  is  some¬ 
what  improved,  though  it  has  affected  the  wholesale  market  little  as  yet, 
the  demand  so  far  being  chiefly  from  the  consumer  and  dealers  have  enough 
coal  to  take  care  of  this  business  without  making  any  large  demands  on  the 
trade.  In  many  instances  too  much  coal  has  been  sold  ahead  and  these  ship¬ 
ments  are  now  going  forward  which  helps  to  provide  tor  these  demands. Prices 
while  being  fairly  well  maintained,  are  not  as  satisfactory  as  would  be  desired , 
owing  to  some  of  the  cheaper  coals  having  reduced  their  figures  considerably 
below  the  list  which  has  created  a  bearing  of  prices  on  the  better  coals,  and 
buyers  continue  to  shop  the  market  in  the  hope  of  securing  liberal  concessions 
providing  a  good  sized  order  is  placed.  lor  spot  cargoes' reductions  of  10  to 
25  cents  are  made,  but  we  do  not  hear  of  any  cuts  being  made  on  contracts  for 
long  deliveries.  A  number  of  the  companies  rep  jrt  a  shortage  of  egg  coal, 
and  in  some  instances  stove  coal  is  reported  scarce,  though  it  is  little  felt  on 
account  of  the  we  k  demand.  The  August  output  of  coal  is  officially  given  as 
3,783,000  tons.  This,  though  283,000  tons  in  excess  of  the  allotment,  is  some 
300,000  less  than  for  the  same  month  in  1897. 

The  soft  coal  trade  shows  an  improvement  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard 
which  amounts  to  considerable  in  some  of  the  consuming  territories.  Orders 
are  coming  in  quite  freely  and  all  producers  report  enough  business  on  hand 
to  keep  them  going  for  some  time  to  come.  This  improvement  is  due  to  the 
consumption  by  manufactories  and  the  general  stocking  up  of  winter  supplies. 
Shoal  water  ports  are  also  receiving  attention,  as  a  con-iderable  tonnage  has 
yet  to  be  moved  to  these  ports  before  cold  weather  sets  in,  and  it  is  thought 
that  more  coal  would  be  shipped  to  them  if  suitable  vessels  could  be  secured. 
The  far  East  is  comparatively  the  most  active  of  any  of  the  consuming  terri¬ 
tories;  orders  are  being  forwarded  for  prompt  shipment  irrespective  of  condi¬ 
tions  or  limitations.  Prices  are  unchanged  and  about  as  low  as  at  any  time 
during  the  season.  Transportation  to  tide  is  rather  slow,  though  the  railro^s 
are  doing  everything  to  remedy  this  condition.  Car  supply  is  up  to  all  require- 

ments.  ,  , 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  scarce  and  freights  strong  with 
an  upward  tendency.  We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  from  Philadelphia  as 
follows:  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  60,  Sound  ports  50,  Wareham  and 
Newburyport,  70;  Lynn  and  Bangor,  70-75 ;  Portsmouth,  Bath  and  Gardiner, 
60-65,  with  additional  towage  to  latter  port;  Dover,  90-95  and  towage;  Saco, 
80-85  and  towage.  The  further  lower  ports  are  5  cents  above  these  rates. 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

September  21,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  is  yet  quiet  at  first  hands  with  conditions  about 
the  same.  The  season  is  advancing,  but  the  demand  continues  quiet. 

At  wholesale  the  anthracite  coal  market  is  yet  irregular  and  uncertain. 
Buyers  here  are  not  much  interested,  since  they  have  considerable  stocks  of 
coal  on  hand,  and  prefer  to  wait  till  the  retail  trade  has  reduced  these  stocks. 
It  is  plain  that  the  coal  presidents  are  trying  very  hard  to  put  on  a  showing  of 
strength  in  the  market,  and  reports  coming  from  them  would  indicate  a  better 
trade,  with  the  situation  stronger. 

Some  improvement  is  noted  in  the  retail  trade,  with  the  dealers  more  busy. 
Still  there  is  room  for  more  improvement,  which  improvement  is  likely  to 
come  right  along  now. 

Stove  delivered  is  selling  at  $5;  egg  and  nut  at  $4.75;  furnace,  $4.50;  pea, 
$3.50;  Franklin,  $6.50;  Cumberland,  $3. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  quiet  with  prices  about  steady.  Prices  are 
quoted;  George’s  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Philadelphia,  $1,85;  Clearfield, 
$i,40@i.5o;  Pocahontas  and  New  River,  f.  o.  b.  Norfolk  and  Newport  News, 
$1.75;  George’s  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Baltimore,  $1. 75- 

Pocket  prices  at  Mystic  wharf,  Salem  and  Newburyport  for  anthracite 

coal  are  nominally  as  follows:  _  ^ 

Bkn.  Egg.  Stove.  Cht. 

Hard  white  ash .  4-6o  4-85  5-0°  4  75 

Free  white  ash .  4-5o  4-75  5-°o  4-75 

Shamokin .  5-oo  5-^5  4-85 

Lykens  Valley . .-•••; .  .••••.  4-o4  6.25 

The  receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  in  this  port  the  past  week 
and  since  January  1,  compared  with  last  year,  have  been: 

—1898—  —1897— 

Week.  Year.  Week.  Year. 

Anthracite .  23,200  1.197.853  29,000  1.395,568 

Bituminous .  21,300  1,273,781  21,000  1,050,184 

Activity  in  Alabama  iron,  coal  and  coke,  especially  for  export,  is  phenom¬ 
enal.  Orders  for  coke  for  Mexican  and  Central  American  smelting  works 
have  received  quite  an  impetus.  Shipments  to  these  countries  are  very  active. 
Export  coal  is  also  brisk. 

Colonel  Thomas  B.  Davis, of  Keyser.and  J.  W.  Everhart,  of  Piedmont,  went 
to  Simpson,  Taylor  county,  last  week  to  begin  work  building  a  railroad, 
road  and  incline  plane  and  opening  up  a  coal  mine  for  the  New  York  Coal 
Company.  Colonel  Davis,  who  is  a  large  stockholder,  will  have  general  su- 
pervision,  and  Mr.  Eberhart  will  have  charge  of  carrying  out  his  instrucUons. 
It  is  said  the  coal  will  be  placed  on  the  market  by  the  Davis  Coal  and  Coke 
Company,  of  Piedmont,  which  has  offices  in  all  the  principal  cities  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  The  mine  contains  the  best  grade  of  gas  coal. 
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_ _ 

Apparently  there  is  a  little  better  inquiry  for  anthracite  coal,  but  the  act¬ 
ual  demand  does  not,  as  yet,  show  much  improvement.  This  is  attributable 
to  two  or  three  causes:  the  large  orders  placed  in  July,  many  of  which  have 
been  doubled  and  in  some  instances  trebled  at  the  same  price,  the  backward¬ 
ness  of  the  season  and  the  reluctance  of  many  dealers  to  place  orders  until 
their  customers  positively  need  and  will  take  the  coal.  The  last  two  reasons 
will  probably  create  something  of  a  demand  in  October  which  may  individu¬ 
ally  be  small,  but  the  aggregate  tonnage  should  show  large  figures,  as  it  will 
be  well  distributed  and  cover  a  wide  territory.  Locally,  there  should  be  a 
greater  consumption  of  anthracite  in  the  resident  districts  on  account  of  the 
increased  dissatisfaction  of  natural  gas  consumers,  and  many  of  them  have 
made  the  necessary  changes  in  their  furnaces.  Some  of  the  down  town  re¬ 
tailers  report  quite  an  increase  in  the  number  and  size  of  their  orders  for  coal, 
and  It  will  be  surprising  if  there  is  not  a  much  larger  tonnage  disposed  of  this 
season  than  there  was  last  year.  Chestnut  coal  seems  to  be  in  greater  demand 
proportionately  than  the  other  sizes  and  it  is  rather  remarkable  that  there 
should  be  a  general  shortage  of  this  size.  Prices  are  openly  quoted  any 
where  from  $4.50  to  $4  75  on  rail  coal,  and  $4.75  to  dealers  from  companies’ 
docks  and  yards.  Retail  prices  are  easy  at  $5,25  to  $5.75  according  to  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Sales  of  soft  coal  begin  to  increase  and  some  of  the  shippers  of  the  better 
grades  of  domestic  grades  report  that,  "Oh!  we  are  away  behind  orders,  and 
could  use  and  distribute  not  less  than  150  cars  if  we  had  them.”  From  which 
it  is  quite  clear  that  the  shortage  of  cars  is  not  confined  to  any  one  section  of 
the  country.  Shippers  of  Hocking  Valley  coal  have  been  notified  of  an  ad¬ 
vance  of  10  cents  in  the  price-from  $2.50  to  $2.6d,  in  effect  October  i;  buyers 
and  the  trade  generally  should  govern  themselves  accordingly.  Other  good 
domestic  coals  are  also  showing  greater  firmness.  Cannel  coal  continues  to 
move  steadily  and  the  demand  for  standard  brands  is  very  fair.  Steam  coal 
also  shows  some  improvement  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  tonnage  de¬ 
mand  will  steadily  increase.  In  regard  to  prices  on  bituminous  coal,  it  may  be 
well  to  say  that  freight  rates  are  a  more  important  factor  than  the  price  of  coal 
at  the  mines.  In  other  words,  a  buyer  would  be  unable  to  harmonize  the  cost 
of  coal  at  mines,  with  the  tariff  freight  rate  added,  at  the  price  with  which  he  can 
buy  the  same  coil  on  the  tracks  from  certain  dealers. 

Coke  is  in  moderate  demand  for  foundry  use,  and  there  is  still  quite  a  lit¬ 
tle  diversity  in  prices. 


CINCINNATI,  0. 

September  21,  1898. 

This  market  has  taken  on  a  regular  boom  this  week.  For  some  reason 
probably  because  the  weather  has  been  rather  chilly  for  a  week  or  two  and 
may  be  because  the  people  are  satisfied  that  prices  are  as  low  as  they  will  so 
orders  have  been  coming  m  rapidly  for  coal  for  winter's  use,  and  every  eleva¬ 
tor  m  the  city  is  either  very  busy,  or  has  a  reasonable  amount  of  business  this 
week.  Prices  are  still  demoralized.  The  highest  price  that  can  be  obtained 
tor  clean  lump  coal  is  $2.00  a  ton  delivered  to  the  consumer,  and  it  is  said  that 
considerable  coal  has  been  sold  within  the  last  week  as  low  as  $1.85  a  ton.  The 
bane  of  the  retail  trade  of  this  city  has  always  been  the  peddler  or  small  dealer 

the  elevators  and  delivers  it  him’ 
self.  Phis  individual  is  always  the  first  to  cut  the  retail  price,  for  he  can  haul 
cheaper  than  a  large  concern,  having  no  fixed  expenses  whatever,  and  if  the 
price  of  coal  is  $1.^0  a  ton  at  the  elevator,  and  $2.00  a  ton  delivered  the 
peddler,  or  small  dealer,  if  he  cannot  get  $2  00  sells  for  !?i  90  delivered ’and 
cuts  the  price  on  the  very  dealer  who  sold  to  him  at  the  elevator.  After ’all  it 
can  not  be  said  that  it  is  altogether  the  fault  of  the  small  dealer  that  prices 
are  cut.  if  the  large  concerns  would  make  the  price  at  the  elevator  a  little 
higher,  and  lessen  the  latitude  for  cutting  for  the  small  dealer,  he  would  soon 
go  out  of  business.  The  wholesale  market  is  comparatively  dull  but  prices 
are  much  better  sustained  than  in  the  retail  market.  Pittsburg  coal  is  worth 
4'A  to  5  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  barges  in  the  river,  and  Kanawha  lump  rano-es 
f^rom  4  to  5  cents  a  bushel.  Nut  and  slack  wholesale  sells  for  3  to  3j|  cents  a 
bushel  afloat  in  barges.  Barges  are  the  standard  packages  for  the  sale  of  river 
coal.  Coal  in  coil  boats,  a  larger  and  flimsier  craft,  sells  one-eighth  of  a  cent 
a  bushel  less  than  in  barges.  The  usual  terms  on  coal  are  90  days  or  2  per 
cent  off  for  cash.  Rail  coal  is  in  fair  demand;  the  rail  concerns  of  the  city  re¬ 
port  business  good  this  week.  The  asking  price  for  rail  coal  is  $:.7!  a  ton  but 
little  or  none  is  sold  for  that  when  Pittsburg  coal  can  be  had  loaded  on  cars  for 
$1.50.  1  he  anthracite  business  is  pretty  good  also,  and  prices  are  unchanged 

Hard  coal  sells  for  $5.25  to  $5.50  a  ton  delivered.  ®  ' 

C.  J.  Devlin,  the  well-known  coal  operator,  has  purchased  170  acres  of 
coal  land  in  the  northern  part  of  Marshall  county.  Ill.,  and  will  sink  a  shaft  as 
soon  as  possible, 


KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 

September  22,  1898. 

Kansas  City  has  fourteen  (count  them)  main  trunk  lines  of  independent 
railways.  Some  of  them  center  here  and  others  strike  us  at  a  tangent.  Most 
of  these  have  from  one  to  four  branch  lines,  each  one  of  which  was  originally 
cut  out  for  a  great  system.  Our  railways  are  all  of  the  same  width,  but  they 
vary  a  great  deal  in  length  as  well  as  style  of  doing  business.  We  have  so 
many  railroads  that  it  takes  a  stack  of  tariffs  a  foot  high  to  move  one  car  of 
coal,  and  then  we  have  to  call  up  the  rate  clerk  to  find  out  "where  we  are  at.’’ 
We  have  more  railroads  than  any  other  old  town  in  the  United  States  with 
all  the  ex-Spanish  possessions  thrown  in. 

Nine  of  these  roads  have  soft  coal  mines  accessible  to  this  market.  About 
five  of  this  latter  number  can  be  called  “coal  carrying”  roads.  Most  of  our 
cheap  domestic  coal  is  brought  into  this  city  on  a  fifty-five  cent  rate.  Some 
little  at  75  cents,  while  all  the  cheap  steam  coal  pays  a  duty  of  70  cents.  That 
IS,  It  IS  the  duty  of  the  coal  to  pay  70  cents,  but  there  is  an  abundance  of  sus¬ 
picion  that  it  don’t  always  do  it.  A-kansas  coals  have  a  rate  of  from  $2.00  to 
to  $2.10  and  $1.50  for  slack. 

We  have  no  information  as  to  the  amount  of  coal  that  is  locally  consumed, 
and  we  have  never  been  able  to  find  any  one  who  had.  It  is  true,  we  have  our 
“Coal  Club”  and  other  similar  antitrust  organizations,  but  they  are  so  busy 
holding  down  the  prices  of  coal,  that  nothing  but  dense  ignorance  prevails  as 
to  the  statistics  of  the  business.  No  one  knows  how  much  coal  is  stolen  from 
the  cars,  let  alone  the  amount  annually  consumed. 

The  asking  price  at  present  for  Pennsylvania  anthracite  coal  to  the  con¬ 
sumer  IS  §8.50  per  ton,  and  it  can  be  said  that  this  price  is  very  well  adhered 
to.  There  being  no  one  to  ask  for  a  price  on  the  cheaper  soft  coal  we  can  only 
guess  that  he  would  be  required  to  pay  from  S2.50  to  $3.50  per  ton.  At  least 
these  prices  were  in  vogue  the  last  time  we  had  a  frost.  This  is  delivered  to 
the  consumer.  The  dealer  is  supposed  to  pay  from  $1.75  to  $2.25  by  the  car 
load,  according  to  the  grade.  Arkansas  anthracite  brings  at  retail  $6.75,  and 
at  wholesale  from  $5.25  to$5.5o.  Arkansas  semi-anthracite  retails  at  $4.75  and 
wholesale  at  $3.50. 

Please  observe  that  these  retail  prices  are  “per  ton.”  We  regret  that  we 
cannot  be  more  definite.  We  are  not  able  to  say  just  what  constitutes  the 
"ton.”  Kansas  City  is  very  rough  and  hilly,  and  if  too  much  coal  is  on  the 
wagon  there  is  liabdity  of  a  break-down. 

On  this  subject  we  may  have  more  to  say  in  the  future,  and  to  appeal  to 
the  readers  for  plans  and  specifications  of  a  wagon  that  will  hold  a  ton. 

We  are  barred  from  saying  just  what  we  think  about  the  wholesale  situa¬ 
tion  on  hard  coal.  It  would  be  against  the  law  to  print  it.  When  the  folks  at 
Chicago  gave  us  the  heart  disease  by  boldly  advancing  the  price  gi.oo  per  ton, 
the  holders  of  hard  coal  on  the  Missouri  river  heartily  fell  in  line,  and  most 
fell  over  themselves  in  their  eagerness  to  do  so.  But  it  was  the  same  old  story. 
Coal  kept  coming  from  somewhere,  and  at  nearly  or  about  the  same  old  prices. 
The  only  reason  why  coal  did  not  bring  $5.25  at  Chicago  is  because  the  dealers 
at  Chicago  did  not  ask  it. 

The  Western  consumer  never  pays  more  than  he  is  asked,  and  always 
pays  what  he  has  to.  There  is  enough  coal  in  this  part  of  the  country  at  pres¬ 
ent  to  last  from  sixty  to  ninety  days,  and  we  know  of  no  price  that  would  in¬ 
duce  further  purchases.  Some  of  the  larger  Missouri  river  shippers  are  evi¬ 
dently  overloaded  and  anxious  to  move  the  stuff.  Where  this  influence  is  not 
felt,  it  is  as  easy  to  get  S6.75  per  ton  as  any  other  price.  So  far  as  the 
influences  that  go  to  make  a  market  price  are  concerned,  $6.75  can  be  said  to 
be  the  wholesale  price  of  coal  here. 

There  is  very  little  life  in  the  soft  coal  situation.  Consumers  have  ceased 
to  store  soft  coal,  and  not  till  the  cold  weather  appears  will  there  be  any  snap 
in  the  trade.  There  have  been  some  mutterings  of  discontent  among  the 
miners  in  the  Southern  Kansas  field,  and  the  usual  scarcity  of  labor  in  some 
other  quarters,  but  aside  from  these  trifles  everything  is  calm  and  peaceful. 

OMAHA,  NEB. 

September  21,  1898. 

Lovely  Indian  summer  weather  is  being  dispensed  to  the  good  people 
who  live  in  the  great  Missouri  river  valley.  The  coal  question  is  of  minor 
importance  at  present.  Coal  dealers  are  resting  up,  preparing  for  the  great 
jubilee  to  be  held  in  this  city  next  month.  “There’ll  be  a  hot  time  in  the  old 
tow.i”  sure,  and  you  don’t  want  to  miss  it.  All  coal  men  are  expected  to  make 
Omaha  headquarters,  and  it  will  be  those  who  stay  away  who  will  be  sorry. 
So  shut  up  shop  and  come,  bring  wives,  sisters  and  sweethearts  and  enjoy 
yourselves.  You  can  have  the  town.  The  President  will  be  here  and  Omaha 
will  be  the  whole  United  States. 

Coal  trade  is  quite  dull  after  the  rush  of  last  week,  and  very  little  trading 
is  being  done.  Anthracite  deals  are  few  and  far  between,  but  some  soft  coal 
is  being  sold.  Railways  are  busy  and  shipments  are  being  delayed  beyond 
the  limit  of  endurance.  It  takes  harder  work  to  get  coal  moved  now  than  at 
any  lime  during  the  past  five  years.  This  fact  should  cause  dealers  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  future  with  more  care  than  they  have  used  in  the  past,  for  if 
present  conditions  continue  there  will  be  times  when  it  will  be  impossible  to 
get  coal  at  all.  Better  carry  stock  than  have  to  wait  for  it. 

Steam  coal  is  very  plentiful  and  prices  are  weak.  Coke  trade  dull. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

September  22,  1898. 

The  situation  remains  very  much  the  same  as  last  week.  The  cutting  on 
standard  coal  on  track  is  being  done  to  the  same  extent  and  by  about  same 
firms  as  last  week.  Some  have  not  come  to  five  cents  per  bushel,  many  are 
selling  at  cents  and  at  some  yards  six  cents  is  being  adhered  to.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  Fall  demand  for  coal  will  set  in  with  such  force  by  October  i 
as  to  put  a  stop  to  the  cutting. 

The  domestic  business  is  not  very  brisk  just  at  present,  but  is  showing  a 
gradual  increase  in  spite  of  the  warmer  weather  this  week.  Receipts  from 
Illinois  mines  at  East  St.  Louis  are  increasing,  however,  and  are  heavy  for  this 
season  of  the  year,  averaging  about  550  cars  a  day.  This  coal  is  going  to  the 
steam  users,  into  the  yards,  or  out  into  the  country  towns;  anthracite  is  still  badly 
demoralized,  one  firm  quoting  $5.15  and  $5.40  for  the  larger  and  smaller  sizes 
respectively  on  track.  Nominally  the  delivered  price  to  the  consumer  is  $6.35 
and  $6.50,  but  few  there  are  that  pay  it.  Wholesale  price  f.  o.  b.  cars  East  St. 
Louis  is  about  $4.75  and  $5.00.  Prices  on  bituminous  East  St.  Louis  remain 
about  the  same,  except  that  little  coal  is  to  be  had  at  90  cents,  95  cents  being 
the  general  quotation. 
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WHEELIX(J,  Vi.  VA. 

September  22,  1898. 

The  week  has  not  brought  about  many  changes  in  the  condition  of  the 
coil  trade  in  West  Virginia.  Business  is  good  along  the  line,  and  wherever 
changes  have  taken  place  they  have  been  for  the  better.  The  local  retail 
trade  is  picking  up  perceptibly  on  account  of  the  coming  of  cooler  weather 
and  the  mines  that  supply  the  local  consumption  are  increasing  their  output. 
Since  general  business  and  industrial  conditions  in  Wheeling  are  in  good 
shape,  the  coal  dealers  are  looking  forward  to  a  better  winter  than  they  have 
had  f.jr  several  years.  There  is  a  good  demand  for  factory,  steam  and  smelt¬ 
ing  coal  in  the  Wheeling  district,  and  the  consignments  of  fuel  coming  in  over 
the  various  railways  are  larger  than  since  last  spring.  The  call  for  pig  iron 
and  Bessemer  steel  is  heavy  and  the  consumption  of  coke  is  heavy. 

The  shipments  of  West  V^irginia  coal  to  the  western  markets  are  not  as 
heavy  as  during  fuly  and  the  early  part  of  August,  but  they  are  still  quite  sat¬ 
isfactory,  and  the  long  trains  of  coal  cars  that  cross  the  Ohio  river  bridges  in 
this  vicinity  attest  the  popularity  of  this  fuel  in  western  and  northwestern 
markets. 

Over  the  river  in  the  Eastern  Ohio  mining  district,  the  mines  are 
not  workine  full  time  and  the  season  seems  to  be  closing  about  as  dull  as  dur¬ 
ing  the  middle  period.  The  miners  on  the  Wheeling  and  Lalte  Erie  railroad 
are  threatening  to  strike  on  account  of  purely  local  grievances,  but  with  trade 
III  its  present  condition  these  threats  have  little  or  no  terror  for  the  operators. 

In  the  Kairmont  region  all  the  mines  are  working,  but  there  is  not  the  ur¬ 
gency  of  demand  that  was  noted  a  few  weeks  ago.  Ihe  coke  ovens  are  not 
all  in  blast  now,  but  a  very  fair  proportion  of  them  are  in  operation.  Shipments 
to  the  West  have  fallen  off  somewhat,  but  there  is  an  improvement  noted  in 
the  eastern  demand. 

On  the  West  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg  Railroad  there  is  no  material 
change.  New  mines  are  to  be  opened  on  a  new  railroad  that  will  find  its  out¬ 
let  by  way  of  the  West  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg.  These  mines  will  be 
intimately  connected  with  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  and  it  is  under¬ 
stood  the  product  will  be  marketed  through  that  company's  agency. 

On  the  Norfolk  &  Western  there  is  no  change  from  the  conditions  noted 
two  weeks  ago. 

In  the  Kanawha  valley  the  river  mines  are  still  busy  filling  boats  that 
were  brought  up  on  the  recent  rise.  This  will  keep  these  mines  busy  for  some 
weeks  yet,  even  if  there  is  not  another  opportunity  to  send  out  coal.  Rail 
shipments  to  the  West  continue  moderately  good,  but  not  urgent. 

On  the  New  River  division  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  business 
is  moderate,  but  hardly  active.  Eastern  shipments  are  stronger  than  those  to 
the  West. 


CONINELLSVILLE,  PA. 

SePTE.MBER  20,  1898. 

The  coke  trade  in  the  Connellsville  region  last  week  was  very  gratifying. 
The  demand  boomed  shipments  to  the  extent  of  463  cars  more  than  the  week 
previous,  and  improved  working  time  brought  up  production  to  a  correspond¬ 
ing  enlargement.  The  indications  are  that  the  trade  will  maintain  its  own 
during  the  fall,  and  there  is  even  grounds  for  the  belief  that  slow  improve¬ 
ment  may  be  expected,  m  view  of  the  better  feeling  in  the  pig  iron  markets. 
The  car  supply  is  even  poorer  than  it  was  when  reported  very  discouraging 
last  week,  and  sn  long  as  the  demand  for  box  cars  continues  in  the  We^t  for 
the  movement  of  gram,  the  famine  will  continue  in  this  section.  Production 
may  even  be  curtailed  somewhat  on  this  account. 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption  are  as  follows; 


To  Pittsburg . $0.55 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenaiigo  Valley . 1.10 

To  Cleveland,  O . 1.40 

To  Buffalo, -N.  Y . 1.75 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 8.10 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 1.75 

To  Toledo,  O . ....2.05 

To  Columbus.  O . 1.45 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . 2.35 

To  Louisville,  Ky . 2.75 

To  Chicago.  Ill . 2.25 


To  St.  Louis,  Mo . $2.90 

To  East  St.  Louis . 2.25 

To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

To  Joliet,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Peoria,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Baltimore . 1.95 

To  Boston . 3  50 

To  Montreal,  Can . 3.91}4 

To  New  York . 3.94 

To  Philadelphia . 2.15 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

September  17,  1898. 

There  have  been  the  following  arrivals  of  coal  for  the  week,  viz.; — eight 
from  Washington  with  20,116  tons;  four  from  British  Columbia,  14,152  tons; 
four  from  Oregon,  1,760  tons;  one  from  Philadelphia,  2,005  tons;  total,  38,033 
tons.  Prices  remain  steady  and  the  demand  for  steam  uses  is  brisk,  hence 
there  is  only  a  small  accumulation  in  yards,  although  we  are  having  very 
ibeial  deliveries  from  the  Coast  Collieries.  No  arrivals  of  Australian  this 
week,  although  there  are  six  vessels  fully  due.  We  are  promised  large  ship¬ 
ments  of  coal  from  a  new  field  in  Tacoma,  of  a  promisiog  grade;  hitherto  but 
few  of  th  ese  promisesfrom  new  sections  have  been  realized,  it  may  result  differ¬ 
ently  in  this  case.  There  are  thirty-three  vessels  on  the  engaged  list  from 
Australia,  with  a  carrying  capacity  of  85,000  tons.  Names  are  not  being  added 
to  the  loading  list  lately,  as  shipowners  are  finding  more  profitable  uses  for 
their  vessels.  It  is  not  yet  finally  settled  that  the  cost  of  Colonial  coals  will  be 
increased  after  January  ist;  the  general  opinion  is  the  lead  ng  grades  of  New¬ 
castle  will  be  eight  shillings,  which  means  an  advance  of  thirty  cents  per  ton 
over  present  ruling  quotations. 

Cumberland  coal  is  being  offered  now  below  last  month’s  limits;  this  is 
caused  by  free  arrivals.  If  we  should  have  some  seasonable  rains  in  the  next 
sixty  days,  it  will  lead  to  a  softening  of  coal  freights  from  English  and  Aus¬ 
tralian  ports,  as  vessels  would  naturally  seek  this  port  if  there  should  be  any 
assurance  of  outward  charters  for  grain. 


The  Rock  Run  Coal  Co.  are  putting  down  a  shaft  two  miles  north  of 
Mecca,  near  Brazil,  Ind.  The  coal  in  that  locality  is  an  extra  fine  grade  of  bi¬ 
tuminous,  being  very  close  to  block  coal.  The  vein  lies  one  hundred  and  thirty 
feet  below  the  surface.  It  is  about  five  feet  thick. 
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and  the  outlook  good  for  its  continuance.  There  is  some  scar¬ 
city  of  vessel  tonnage  to  take  care  of  the  increased  demand  and 
it  would  not  be  surprising  if  ocean  freights  advanced  shortly. 
Some  of  the  present  activity  may  be  occasioned  by  the  desire  to 
take  advantage  of  the  present  low  rates  of  freight.  Transporta¬ 
tion  from  mines  to  tide  is  slow  and  not  up  to  the  increased  de¬ 
mand. 

Cincinnati  advices  are  that  retail  business  is  active,  probably 
on  account  of  chilly  weather  and  because  of  the  prevailing  low 
prices.  Consumers  have  bought  considerable  coal  this  week  and 
the  demand  continues  good.  The  wholesale  market  is  compara¬ 
tively  dull,  but  prices  are  better  maintained  than  they  are  at  re¬ 
tail.  Rail  coal  is  in  fair  demand  and  business  would  be  better  if 
cars  were  less  scarce. 

Omaha  advices  are  that  the  poor  car  service  is  causing  much 
annoyance  and  that  it  is  harder  to  get  coal  moved  now  than  at 
any  time  during  the  past  five  years.  The  general  coal  trade 
though  is  quite  dull  after  the  rush  of  the  previous  week.  Anthra¬ 
cite  deals  are  light,  but  some  soft  coal  is  moving  and  the  outlook 
is  considered  good. 

Our  Kansas  City  correspondent  gives  some  attention  to  details 
and  says  there  is  enough  anthracite  coal  in  that  section  of  the 
country  to  last  from  6o  to  90  days  with  little  present  demand. 
Soft  coal  is  inactive,  as  consumers  have  ceased  to  store  it  and 
until  colder  weather  it  will  continue  quiet. 

West  Virginia  advices  are  that  business  in  the  coal  trade  con¬ 
tinues  good  all  along  the  line,  and  if  there  are  any  changes  in  the 
condition  they  are  for  the  better.  In  the  Wheeling  district  the 
manufacturing  situation  is  such  that  there  is  an  active  demand  for 
coal  and  coke,  and  the  receipts  are  larger  than  since  last  spring. 
Shipments  of  coal  to  the  West  are  not  as  heavy  as  they  were  in 
July  and  early  in  August,  but  they  are  quite  satisfactory.  In  the 
Fairmont  district  all  the  mines  are  working,  but  there  is  less 
urgency  in  the  demand  for  coal  than  there  was  several  weeks  ago. 
The  coke  ovens  are  not  all  in  blast,  and  while  there  is  a  gain  in 
the  shipments  East,  there  has  been  a.  falling  off  in  those  to  the 
West.  On  the  West  Virginia  Central  more  mines  are  to  be 
opened.  Activity  prevails  on  the  Norfolk  and  Western.  In  the 
Kanawha  valley  both  river  and  rail  mines  are  busy.  In  the  New 
River  district  business  is  not  active,  and  Eastern  shipments  of 
coal  are  stronger  than  Western. 

Buffalo  advices  are  that  there  is  no  change  in  the  condition  of 
the  coal  market.  Shipments  of  coal  by  lake  westward  for  the 
week  ending  Sept.  17  aggregated  92,515  tons,  distributed  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Chicago,  35,950  tons;  Milwaukee,  19,420  tons;  Duluth, 
11,900  tons;  Toledo,  2,505  tons;  Superior,  6,ioo  tons;  Depot  Har¬ 
bor,  2,200  tons;  Racine,  i ,000  tons;  Ashland,  2,900  tons;  Gladstone, 
1,000  tons;  Fort  William,  i,000  tons;  Waukegan,  i,000  tons; 
Green  Bay,  3,800  tons;  Manitowoc,  1,600  tons;  and  the  remainder 
in  small  lots  to  other  ports.  Lake  rates  remain  unchanged. 

Our  Pittsburg  correspondent  reports  that  the  strike  of  the  third 
pool  miners  on  the  Monongahela  had  been  attended  with  better 
success  than  was  anticipated,  and  that  the  majority  of  the  mines 
have  resumed  at  the  rate  fixed  by  the  Chicago  agreement,  sixty- 
six  cents  per  ton.  The  miners  had  been  getting  sixty  cents.  The 
strike  movement  may  spread  to  other  points.  The  river  mines 
are  busy,  but  there  is  less  activity  in  the  railroad  district,  and 
shippers  complain  of  the  poor  car  supply.  Owing  to  cooler 
weather  there  is  quite  a  revival  in  the  local  coal  market. 

Our  St.  Louis  correspondent  reports  continued  cutting  on 
standard  coal  on  track.  The  daily  receipts  of  Illinois  coal  at 
East  St.  Louis  average  about  550  cars.  Anthracite  coal  prices 
are  still  badly  demoralized  and  little  business  is  being  done. 

DULUTH  AND  SUPERIOR. 

Sept.  22,  i8q8. 

The  Fossten  branch  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  across  the  northern 
part  of  Minnesota  is  being  formally  opened  this  week.  The  road  will  bring 
the  head  of  the  lakes  many  miles  nearer  to  North  Dakota.  The  rate  sheet  was 
given  out  this  week.  Under  the  new  tariff  coal  gets  a  rate  to  Grand  Forks  of 
25c  less  than  formerly.  The  rate  is  S3  a  ton  where  it  was  formerly  S3. 25.  This 
is  by  no  means  a  low  rate.  The  head  of  the  lakes  gets  a  rate  of  $2. 50  to  Sioux 
City,  la.,  much  farther  away  from  here  than  Grand  Forks. 

The  movement  of  coal  out  of  the  head  of  the  lakes  is  rather  lively  now, 
about  the  same  as  last  year  at  this  time.  Hard  coal  has  been  moving  at  a 
much  more  rapid  rate  lately. 

There  are  large  stocks  of  coal  here  in  all  lines,  and  there  is  still  a  fairly 
large  amount  coming  in. 

Hard  coal  has  weakened  in  price  and  is  selling  at  $4.75.  Hocking  con¬ 
tinues  at  S2.25  and  Youghiogheny  at  $2.35. 

Markets  continued  on  page 
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Mr.  K.  P.  Emmons,  of  New  York,  left  on  Thursday  last  for  Nova  Scotia 
where  he  will  enjoy  a  few  weeks’  shooting. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  Charles  Kimball,  of  Magoon  &  Kimball,  coal,  etc.,  Muskegon,  Mich., 
was  in  the  Garden  City  last  week  looking  up  friends  in  the  coal  trade. 

*  * 

Harry  Harris,  of  the  Laning-Harris  Coal  &  Grain  Co.,  Kansas  City,  is  in 
Omaha.  He’s  going  to  see  the  big  show;  particulars  later. 

* 

*  * 

The  official  figures  of  anthracite  coal  production  for  August  place  the 
output  at  3,783,000  tons,  against  4,086,000  tons  in  the  same  month  last  year. 

* 

*  * 

The  School  Board  of  South  Omaha,  Neb.,  asks  proposals  for  fuel.  An¬ 
thracite,  bituminous,  lump  and  mine  run  coal  and  wood.  Bids  are  to  be  in  by 
noon,  October  3,  1898. 

*  * 

Mr.  Frank  Ketcham,  of  Chicago,  has  taken  charge  of  the  Chicago  and 
Minonk  Coal  and  Tile  Works  at  Minonk,  Ill.,  as  receiver.  The  business  will 
be  continued  under  his  supervision. 

* 

The  Board  of  Education,  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  asks  proposals  for  fusl,  speci- 
fying  anthracite.  Hocking,  Mystic,  Iowa  and  LaSalle  third  vein  coal  and  pine 
slabs.  Bids  to  be  in  by  September  30,  1898. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  A.  O.  Tandy,  Monadnock  block,  Chicago,  resident  manager  of  the 
Island  Coal  Co.,  Indianapolis,  states  that  an  advance  of  5  cents  per  ton  on  all 
sizes  of  their  coal  will  be  made  and  become  effective  Sept.  25. 

* 

*  4S 

'  A  Washington,  D.  C.,  dispatch  says:  Proposals  will  be  received  on  Octo¬ 
ber  31  next  for  120,000  tons  of  first  quality  coal  by  the  Brazilian  Central  Rail¬ 
road,  delivery  to  commence  January  ist  and  end  in  December,  1899. 

■  ■■  * 

*  * 

Mr.  H.P.  Fahnestock,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Youghiogheny  &  Lehigh 
Coal  Co.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  was  an  Omaha  visitor  early  this  week.  He  ex¬ 
pressed  his  appreciation  of  the  Exposition  in  very  positive  terms. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  F.  C.  Terry,  of  the  firm  of  Roussell  &  Hicks,  No.  i  Broadway,  New 
York,  enjoyed  a  three-days’  vacation  last  week,  this  being  the  first  holiday  Mr. 
Terry  has  taken  in  his  twenty-three  years  association  with  the  coal  trade. 

*** 

Mr.  A.  J.  Hitchcock,  foreman  at  north  dock  of  the  Youghiogheny  and 
Lehigh  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  who  was  indicted  for  assault,  etc.,  before  the  grand 

jury  has  been  exonerated  by  that  body  and  is  again  attending  to  his  duties. 

* . 

:  :  *  * 

A  new  Illinois  corporation  is  the  St.  Louis  and  O’Fallon  Coal  Co.,  at 

Belleville,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $150,000,  for  mining  and  selling  coal.  The 
incorporators  are  Edward  L.  Thomas,  Henry  M.  Medles  and  William  A. 
Rees. 

* 

Mr.  J.  C.  Kolsem,  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  general  manager  of  the  Jackson  Hill 
Coal  and  Coke  Company,  Sullivan  county,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  and  stated 
his  belief  that  there  would  be  a  good  and  steady  demand  for  coal  this  fall  and 
winter. 

* 

!)! 

Is  it  any  wonder*that  there  is  a  decrease  in  the  consumption  of  domestic 
coal  in  Chicago  and  suburbs  when  one  gas  company  reports  sales  of  over 
16,000  gas  ranges  since  April  i  this  year.  As  many  as  200  have  been  sold  and 
set  up  in  one  day. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  John  S.  Porter,  Saginaw,  Mich.,  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
Verne  Coal  Co.,  of  that  city,  in  place  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Chappell,  who  has  disposed 
of  his  interests  in  the  mine.  This  company’s  mine  has  rail  connection  with 
the  Chicago  and  Grand  Trunk. 

* 

*  * 

Waukegan,  Ill., now  hopes  to  be  listed  among  the  ports  of  Lake  Michigan, 

^  as  the  arrival  of  a  steamer  with  the  first  cargo  of  coal  from  Buffalo  should 

mean  the  commencement  of  that  new  dignity.  The  anthracite  coal  has  been 

unloaded  at  the  new  coal  docks  just  completed. 

* 

:tc  * 

The  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  loaded  the  vessel  Phelps  at  Baltimore  last 
week  with  4,600  tons  of  George’s  Creek  coal  for  San  Francisco.  This  is  only 
one  of  a  number  of  shipments  this  firm  has  made  this  season,  their  coal  being 
in  great  demand  on  the  Pacific  coast  for  smithing  purposes. 

*** 

Mr.  Henry  S.  Fleming,  secretary  of  the  Anthracite  Coal  flperators’ 
Association,  sailed  for  Europe  on  Saturday,  the  17th  instant,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  what  market  exists  or  can  be  made  there  for  anthraci  te  coal. 

I I  is  proposed  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  whole  field. 


Mr.  C.  K.  Pittman,  Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  shipper  of  anthracite 
and  bituminous  coal  and  coke,  will  leave  next  week  for  Colorado  on  a  hunting 
and  fishing  trip.  While  in  that  state  he  will  visit  the  large  smelting  works 
and  the  immense  iron  and  steel  plants  of  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co, 


*0 
*  * 


The  Chicago  and  Eastern  Illinois  railroad  has  just  issued  a  joint  propor¬ 
tional  tariff  sheet  of  $1.20  per  ton  on  soft  coal  from  Brazil,  Coal  Bluff  and  Dia¬ 
mond,  Ind.,  to  Rock  Island,  Ill.,  for  points  west  of  the  Mississippi  river.  The 
rates  from  intermediate  points  will  not  be  higher.  This  rate  was  effective 
September  21. 


*** 

The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Railroad  has  issued  a  neat  ves 
pocket  shippers’  tariff  on  lumber,  logs,  shingles,  fence  posts,  etc.,  in  straight 
or  mixed  carloads  from  Portland,  Ore.,  Tacoma,  Seattle,  and  other  points  in 
Oregon  and  Washington  to  stations  in  Illinois,  Indiana,  Wisconsin,  Iowa, 
Missouri,  North  and  South  Dakota. 

* 

* 

Mr.  Thomas  N.  Mordue,  the  genial  sales  agent  of  Messrs.  Castner,  Curran 
&  Bullitt,  Chicago,  spent  a  few  days  in  New  York  last  week  looking  up  his  old 
friends  in  the  trade.  Mr.  Mordue  reports  an  active  business  in  Pocahontas 
coal  in  the  West,  and  judging  from  his  appearance  we  should  say  that  life  in 
the  western  Windy  City  certainly  agrees  with  him. 

A  A 

A  dispatch  from  Pana.  Ill.,  to  the  Chicago  Post  says:  “In  the  Supreme 
Court,  Sept.  20,  the  state  mine  examiners,  Walton  Rutledge  and  John  Wil¬ 
liams,  who  inspected  the  three  Pana  mines  Tuesday,  filed  affidavits  condemn¬ 
ing  the  mines  and  declaring  their  operation  in  their  present  condition  was  in 
complete  violation  of  the  state  law.  This  throws  the  case  into  court  again.’’ 

*** 

Reports  have  been  prevalent  in  the  Eastern  daily  press  of  the  purchase 
by  railroad  men  of  Chicago  of  the  controlling  interest  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad.  Their  first  interest  seems  to  be  in  providing  Chicago  with  out¬ 
lets  both  East  and  West  controlled  by  themselves,  but  undoubtedly  later  the 
soft  coal  question  will  come  up  for  consideration  and  may  have  considerable 
effect  upon  the  trade. 

*** 

The  Cincinnati  coal  dealers,  proprietors  of  elevators,  called  a  meeting  «n 
Wednesday  P.  m.  to  take  some  action  to  stop  further  demoralization  of  prices 
in  that  market.  This  concerted  movement  is  timely,  though  it  should  have 
taken  place  sooner.  It  would  be  good  policy  if  producers  who  market  the 
bulk  of  their  product  in  Chicago  territory  would  take  similar  action,  as  the 
next  three  or  four  months  is  their  harvest  time,  and  prices  should  be  raised  to 
a  paying  basis. 

♦ 

*  * 

Mr.  Sidney  P.  Hostler,  general  sales  agent  Winifrede  CoalCo  ,  with  offices 
in  Cincinnati  and  Chicago,  states  that  “in  spite  of  the  demoralizing  prices  on 
all  grades  of  coal,  we  are  getting  our  share  of  the  trade  on  Winifrede  splint  at 
standard  prices.’’  It  is  cheering  news  to  learn  that  there  is  at  least  one  pro¬ 
ducer  who  will  not  take  part  in  the  present  demoralizing  scramble  to  secure 
business  at  cut  prices.  The  trade  in  general  should  appreciate  this  and  favor 
them  accordingly. 

* 

*  * 

The  Youghiogheny  and  Lehigh  Coal  Co.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  are  sending  out 
a  neat  pen  wiper  to  their  customers  and  friends.  It  consists  of  an  alternate 
layer  each  of  red,  white  and  blue  flannel,  held  together  with  a  button  a  little 
larger  than  a  silver  dollar,  in  the  center  of  which  is  the  trade  mark  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  Y.  &  L.  in  a  diamond,  encircled  by  the  words:  “Send  us  your  order, 
then  wipe  your  pen.’’  Just  the  thing  for  an  orderly  coal  man’s  desk,  which 

will  doubtless  be  duly  appreciated  by  the  recipients. 

* 

The  work  of  constructing  a  reciprocating  jig  coal  washer  at  Harrison  mine, 
Murphysboro,  Ill.,  which  is  the  property  of  the  Big  Muddy  Coal  and  Iron 
Company,  was  recently  finished  and  the  washer  tested  last  week.  The  ma¬ 
chinery  worked  splendidly  and  performed  its  work  well.  Mr.  E.  A.  Stewart, 
of  Cincinnati,  is  the  inventor  of  this  coal  washer  and  constructed  the  plant 
there.  This  is  the  third  one  built,  the  first  being  at  Cincinnati  and  the  second 
at  Winifrede,  W.  Va.  The  contract  price  was  $10,000. 

* 

*  * 

As  an  indication  that  Germany  has  been  scheming  to  share  in  the  disposi¬ 
tion  of  the  Philippines,  the  authorities  have  learned  that,  acting  under  in¬ 
structions  from  Berlin,  the  German  commander  in  chief  of  the  Asiatic  station 
has  made  an  exhaustive  investigation  of  the  coal  deposits  of  the  islands. 
He  was  assisted  by  a  German  engineer  who  had  been  temporarily  assigned 
to  his  squadron  for  the  special  purpose  of  locating  coal.  That  engineer  con¬ 
ducted  a  thorough  investigation,  and  his  report,  which  has  been  submitted  to 
the  Berlin  government  through  Vice-Admiral  von  Diedrich,  shows  that  the 
best  lignite  deposits  are  located  on  the  island  of  Cebu,  one  of  the  Visayas 
group. 
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Our  Pittsburg  correspondent  writes  that  the  Catsburg  Coal  Company, 
limited,  has  proposed  another  arbitration  board  for  the  third  pool  difficulties. 
The  question  as  to  what  the  Chicago  agreement  means  is  still  bothering  the 
trade,  as  operators  and  miners  do  not  agree  on  its  interpretation.  The  com¬ 
pany  mentioned  proposes  aboard  composed  of  judges  of  Allegheny  County 
court  and  representatives  of  the  two  sides  to  the  dispute.  It  is  (luestionable, 
however,  whether  such  a  board  will  be  organized.  Everybody  knovs  how  lit¬ 
tle  arbitration  has  done  in  settling  Monongahela  river  mining  disputes. 

» 

*  * 

Mr.  James  Charlton,  general  passenger  agent  of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  rail¬ 
road,  was  unanimously  re-elected  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Western  Passenger  Association  yesterday.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Alton 
road  is  no  longer  a  member  of  the  association,  the  action  of  the  committee  was 
a  rare  compliment.  No  man  has  done  more  to  advance  and  conserve  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  Western  Passenger  Association  lines  than  Mr.  Charlton,  and  it 
was  m  recognition  of  this  fact  that  he  was  elected.  Before  his  term  of  office 
expires  Mr.  Charlton  wdl  have  beyond  dispute  a  legal  right  to  act  as  chairman, 
for  as  soon  as  the  Omaha  exposition  ends  the  Alton  will  rejoin  the  association. 

* 

^  * 

The  .State  Department  at  Washington,  D.C  ,  has  published  advance  sheets  of 
consular  reports  of  the  details  of  the  concession  made  by  the  Tsung-Li-Yamen  of 
China,  to  the  Pekin  syndicate  of  London  on  May  21  last,  giving  it  the  right  to 
open  and  work  the  coal  and  iron  deposits  of  Central  and  Southern  Shansi  and 
the  petroleum  deposits  of  the  entire  province;  also  the  right  to  construct  and 
operate  all  necessary  railways  to  main  trunk  lines  and  navigable  rivers  for  ex¬ 
porting  the  mining  products.  “The  signing  of  this  contract,”  says  James  W. 
Ragsdale,  consul  at  Tien-Tsin,  “marks  the  most  important  epoch  in  the  in- 
ilustrial  policy  of  China.  The  precedent  has  been  established  of  allowing 
foreigners,  for  commercial  purposes,  to  own  real  estate  in  the  interior  of  China, 
open  and  operate  mines,  and  construct  and  maintain  railways.  There  have 
been  many  so-called  mining  concessions  granted  in  China,  but  not  one  of  them 
is  worth  the  paper  it  is  written  on.” 

*  * 

* 

An  informal  dinner  was  tendered  to  Mr.  L.  E.  Overman  by  his  friends  and 
associates  at  the  Union  League  Club  Monday  night,  on  the  eve  of  his  de¬ 
parture  for  Cuba,  where  he  goes  in  the  interest  of  an  immense  syndicate.  Mr. 
Overman  is  about  to  sever  his  connections  with  the  coal  trade  of  Chicago,  and 
this  action  on  his  part,  having  been  brought  about  by  flattering  offers  made  in 
other  directions,  is  a  source  of  deep  regret  to  his  friends  who  have  known  him 
so  long  and  favorably  in  the  coal  trade  of  this  city  and  the  northwest.  There 
were  present,  Messrs.  J.  B.  Cavanaugh,  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Coal  Co.;  Geo. 
H.irvey  and  H.  R.  Lloyd,  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Ry.;  Chas.  H. 
Ackert,  of  the  Elgin,  Joliet  &  Eastern  Ry.;  H.  N.  Taylor,  of  the  General  Wil¬ 
mington  Coal  Co.;  Dr.  Harper  and  John  W.  Kilmore.  A  loving  cup  was 
presented  to  Mr.  Overman  and  Godspeed  and  success  wished  him  in  his  new 
venture.  It  is  needless  to  say  he  will  carry  with  him  into  his  new  field  the 
business  energy  and  pluck  which  has  so  distinguished  him  in  the  past  in  the 
coal  trade. 

*  * 

A  steamer  with  a  cargo  of  3,000  tons  of  coal  left  Newport  News  one  day 
la'^t  week  bound  for  Rio  de  Janeiro.  She  was  the  first  of  a  weekly  line  of  coal¬ 
ers,  of  similar  capacity,  that  will  make  this  same  trip  every  week  for  a  year 
until  an  order  for  150,000  tons  of  coal,  sold  to  traders  in  Brazil’s  capital  and 
commercial  metropolis,  shall  have  been  filled.  This  is  but  the  beginning  of 
the  resumption  of  normal  commercial  relations  with  the  big  South  American 
Republic,  which  were  interrupted  by  the  war  with  Spain.  This  coal  was  sold 
in  direct  competition  with  British  coal,  despite  the  fact  that  the  English  agent 
had  all  collateral  and  incidental  matters  in  his  favor,  but  the  obstacles  were 
almost  insurmountable.  It  must  be  noted  that  England,  France  and  Germany 
are  established  in  the  field  and  have  facilities  which  we  have  not — branch 
banks,  direct  steamship  lines  and  telegraphic  communication.  These  must 
be  established  by  LTnited  States  capitalists  if  they  want  to  reap  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  a  good  foreign  trade,  and  that  is  where  we  want  to  sell  our  surplus 
domestic  products. 

* 

•M  ^ 

It  is  given  out  that  the  North  German  Lloyd  Steamship  Co. ,  which  is 
having  eight  new  liners  built,  will  have  the  grates  constructed  to  burn  an¬ 
thracite  coal.  President  Wortman  is  reported  as  saying:  "The  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  people  who  annually  cross  the  Atlantic  for  pleasure  and 
business  generally  seek  the  pleasure  of  the  open  decks  in  pleasant  weather, 
but  find  that  pleasure  marred  by  the  offensive  fumes  and  dirt  resulting  from 
the  use  of  soft  coal.  This  fact  has  been  forcibly  impressed  upon  the  mapage- 
ment,  and  as  the  North  German  Lloyd  caters  to  the  comfort  of  its  patrons,  we 
are  contemplating  the  use  of  anthracite  coal  exclusively  on  our  ocean  liners. 
We  are  now  building  eight  passenger  vessels,  each  of  which  will  be  equal  to 
the  largest  and  best  now  in  service,  and  these  will,  with  the  others  when  the 
change  is  made,  use  anthracite  coal.”  The  comfort  and  benefit  to  the  travel¬ 
ers  cannot  be  overestimated,  by  whom  it  will  be  gladly  welcomed.  Other  At¬ 
lantic  passenger  carriers  will  probably  be  forced  into  making  changes  in  the 
grates  of  their  furnaces  for  the  accommodation  and  comfort  of  voyageurs. 


[September  24 


Mr.  Henry  L.  Fleming,  secretary  of  the  Anthracite  Coal  Operators’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  New  York,  whose  trip  to  Europe  with  the  object  of  developing  the 
market  for  anthracite  coal  abroad  has  been  noted  in  these  columns,  in  a  re¬ 
cent  interview  explained  his  mission  as  follows:  “I  have  instructions  to  take 
as  much  time  as  necessary  to  get  at  the  conditions  which  govern  the  trade.  I 
shall  go  through  England,  France,  Germany,  Sweden,  Norway,  Russia,  Italy, 
and  other  countries  as  look  promising  from  a  trading  standpoint.  Within  the 
past  seven  or  eight  years  the  operations  abroad  have  been  confined  to  small 
lots,  and  sold  independently.  This  has  not  been^  profitable,  owing  to  the 
freight  rates,  which  are  quite  heavy.  The  chief  competition  comes  from  the 
Welsh  collieries.  But  with  a  heavy  trade  under  way,  we  in  America  would 
be  able  to  cornpete  with  the  Welsh  coal  miners  in  the  countries  which  are  far 
enough  away  from  Wales  to  make  the  freight  charges  heavy.  In  the  general 
market,  too,  anthracite  will  always  be  at  a  disadvantage.  As  a  luxury,  among 
people  of  the  wealthier  class,  we  think  it  probable  that  some  exploitation  of  the 
commodity  would  result  in  a  general  increase  in  the  demand.  At  all  events,  I 
shall  take  pains  to  find  out  why  a  foreign  market  is  not  possible,  if  it  is  not, 
and  American  interests  cannot  fail  to  be  gainers  to  the  extent  of  valuable  in 
formation,  if  nothing  else.” 

Markets  co7itinued  from  page  jjo. 

PITTSBI  IKJ,  PA. 

September  22,  i8q8. 

The  third  Monongahela  pool  miners  had  better  success  with  their  strike 
than  was  anticipated;  tbe  majority  of  the  mines  have  resumed  operation  at  the 
rate  demanded  by  the  men,  66  cents  per  ton,  an  advance  of  6  cents  over  the  old 
rate.  The  Catsburg  Coal  Co.,  lim  ted,  broke  the  ice  by  granting  the  strikers  their 
demands.  This  company  had  held  back  a  certain  percentage  of  the  men’s  wages 
by  agreement,  as  a  guarantee  against  strikes,  but  the  miners  struck  all  the 
same.  About  thirty  men  were  arrested  for  interfering  with  the  mine  workings, 
but  they  were  kept  only  a  few  hours.  The  strike  may  spread  to  other  points, 
as  the  Chicago  agreement  is  again  in  dispute. 

There  has  been  cjuite  a  revival  of  the  local  coal  trade  owing  to  cooler 
weather,  as  the  domestic  demand  is  now  showing  itself.  Reports  from  the 
lower  market  are  more  favorable,  but  the  stocks  ready  for  shipment  are  small, 
consequently  the  river  miners  will  be  quite  busy.  Among  the  railroad  mines 
there  is  less  activity,  and  shippers  are  still  complaining  of  the  poor  car  supply. 
Prices  show  no  change,  and  are  still  quoted  as  follows:  River  coal  on  wharf, 
iX-inch,  3  5^c  per  bushel;  run-of-mine,  2j<c;  slack,  2X0.  Railroad  coal,  82c 
per  ton  at  mine,  $1.07  f.  o.  b.  Pittsburg. 

The  Connellsville  coke  trade  during  the  past  week  showed  small  gains. 
The  foundries  are  suffering  from  a  shortage  of  coke  because  the  supply  of  box 
cars  is  short,  and  foundry  coke  cannot  be  shipped  in  open-top  cars.  During 
the  last  week  reported,  the  production  was  139  636  tons,  a  gain  of  191  tons  over 
the  total  of  the  week  previous.  Shipments  aggregated  141,457  tons,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  1,560  tons.  Prices  show  no  change. 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

September  22,  1898. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  condition  of  the  coal  market  at  this  port. 

Quotations  remain  as  follows: 

P  or  anthracite  coal,  2,240  pounds,  delivered  free  on  board  of  vessels  at 
Buffalo,  prices  on  May  i  were:  $4.30  for  grate;  $4.55  for  egg,  stove  and  chest¬ 
nut:  retail,  within  the  city  limits,  2,000  pounds,  delivered  May  i,  $4.50  on  grate; 
54-75  tor  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  and  54  for  pea.  Blossberg  sells  at  54. 

For  bituminous  coal,  2,000  pounds  car  lots  on  track,  Buffalo,  Allegheny 
region,  screened  lump,  $i.6d;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  51.50;  run  of  mine,  51.40; 
nut  and  s’ack  mixed,  $1.25;  slack,  51.15.  Reynoldsville  region,  screened  lump’ 
51.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  51.60;  run  of  mine,  51.50;  nut  and  slack  mixed, 
51.30;  slack,  51.20.  Pittsburg  region,  screened  lump,  51.70;  lump  and  nut 
mixed,  51.60;  run  of  mine,  51.50;  nut,  51.50;  slack,  51.20.  Fairmont  region, 
screened  lump,  51.70;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  5i  60;  run  of  mine,  51.50;  slack’ 
51.20.  Mercer  County  region,  screened  lump,  51.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed, 
5i  50:  run  of  mine,  $1.40;  slack,  5i.i5-  Briar  Hill  region,  screened  lump,  53.35; 
Cannel  coal.  No.  i,  54. 

Coke  is  quoted  at53->5  tor  Reynoldsville  and  54-05  for  Connellsville  per 
net  ton  in  car  lots  on  tracks. 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  September  17th, 
aggregated  92,515  tons,  a  slight  increase  over  the  shipments  of  the  preceding 
week.  The  shipments  were  distributed  as  follows:  Chicago  35,950  tons,  Mil¬ 
waukee  19,420  tons,  Duluth  11,900  tons,  Toledo  2,505  tons,  Superior  6,100  tons. 
Depot  Harbor  2,200  tons,  Racine  1,000  tons,  Ashland  2.900  tons,  Gladstone 
1,000  tons.  Fort  William  1,000  tons,  Cheboygan  700  tons,  Sauk  Ste.  Marie 
640  tons.  Port  Huron  600  tons,  Waukegan  1,000  tons.  Green  Bay  3,800  tons, 
Manitowoc  1,600  tons.  Bay  City  200  tons. 

Freight  rates  remain  unchanged  as  follows: 

Chicago  25c,  Milwaukee  25c,  Toledo  25c,  Superior  20c,  Depot  Harbor  50c, 
Racine  30c,  Cheboygan  30c,  Ashland  20c,  Gladstone  20c,  Fort  William  20c, 
Sauk  St.  Marie  40c,  Port  Huron  25c,  Waukegan  50c,  Green  Bay  25c,  Manito¬ 
woc  25c,  Bay  City  25c. 


Coal  operators  are  drilling  for  coal  at  Oatka  beach,  a  resort  a  few  miles 
north  of  West  Bay  City.  If  coal  is  struck  in  paying  quantities  a  shah  will  be 
put  down  in  the  spring. 

Duluth  coal  men  declare  that  docks  are  pretty  well  filled  up  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  their  commodity  has  been  shipped  out  at  a  pretty  lively  rate.  It 
is  now  believed  that  receipts  here  this  season  will  be  much  greater  than  here¬ 
tofore.  It  also  seems  to  be  indicated  that  the  proportion  of  the  coal  movement 
that  will  occur  after  the  rush  of  wheat  begins  will  be  much  smaller  than  has 
been  the  case  heretofore,  for  shippers  have  pushed  their  coal  forward  as  rap¬ 
idly  as  possible  during  the  very  low  freights  that  have  prevailed  on  the  lakes 
thus  far. 
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ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 


OUTPUT  OF  COAL  IN  MARION 


CO.,  WEST  VIRGINIA  FOR  1S5)S. 


Membership  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and 


Wisconsin . 372 

Wholesaleand  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio.  579 

Membership  of^the  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Association  . 177 

Membership  of  the  Indiana  Coal  Association  .  83 


In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manifested  in  tne  sevo ’a. 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  is  the 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 
interest  them. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Ferguson,  the  popular  secretary  of  the  Wholesale  and  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio,  surprised  everyone  Thursday  last  by  tak¬ 
ing  unto  himself  a  wife.  If  readers  of  The  Black  Diamond  do  not  see  any 
report  from  him  under  “States  Notes”  for  the  next  month  this  will  account, 
for  the  reason.  “There  will  be  a  hot  time  in  the  old  town”  when  he  returns. 


The  following  is  a  revised  list  of  the  coal  dealers  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  who 
are  members  of  the  Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio  : 


Beckly  &  Myers, 
Braley,  Geo., 
Dolbeer  &  Son, 
Dunkel,  John  &  Son, 
Gallagher,  Mrs.  C, 
Harris,  Benj.  &  Co., 
Ihrig,  John  &  Sons, 
James,  J.  A., 

McClure  Bros., 
Michael,  D.  I., 
Michael,  F., 


Moores  Lime  Co., 

Peters,  M.  L., 

Rhoades  &  Foster, 

Shoup,  W.  H., 

Slyer  &  Bro., 

Springfield  Coal  and  Ice  Co., 
Tuttle,  J.  N., 

Ulrick,  Nissley  &  Williams, 

WiSTANCE  &  MeLLINGER, 
WoLLiSTON,  Wilder  &  Co  , 
Wren,  Thos.  E. 


CLIMAX  CAR  AND  YARD  SCREEN. 


The  accompanying  illustration  represents  the  “Climax”  car  and  yard 
screen,  manufactured  by  the  Gilbert  &  Bennett  Mfg.  Co.,  153  Lake  street 
Chicago. 

The  “Climax”  is  a  combined  screen  for  car  and  yard  use  and  for  the 
double  purpose  it  is  admirably  well  adapted.  “The  only  practical  screen  com¬ 
plete  for  both  purposes,”  the  makers  assert.  It  will  be  noticed  how  it  is  se¬ 
cured  to  a  car  for  screening  into  a  wagon,  and  also  how  it  is  used  in  the  yard 
by  the  addition  of  a  headboard  and  a  footboard.  In  using  it  on  a  car  the 
clainps  are  secured  to  the  sideboard  and  the  iron  leg  adjusts  it  to  the  required 
incline,  holding  the  screen  firm  and  independent  of  the  wagon.  If  it  is  re¬ 
quired  to  screen  coal  from  a  box  car  it  can  be  secured  to  the  grain  door,  or 
one  or  two  or  more  planks  may  be  fastened  together  for  the  right  height  and 
long  enough  to  rest  against  the  inside  of  the  door  frame,  which  will  also  serve 
to  keep  the  coal  from  rolling  out  to  the  ground.  For  yard  use  the  clamps  are 
secured  to  the  footboard,  and  the  headboard  fastened  in  position.  The  screen 
can  be  placed  at  any  required  incline  and  the  clamps  secured  so  that  the  foot¬ 


board  is  always  vertical,  rendering  the  screen  firm  to  shovel  coal  against.  The 
screen  will  at  the  same  time  stand  solid.  The  screens  are  substantially  con¬ 
structed  and  at  the  same  time  with  a  view  to  making  them  just  as  light  as  pos¬ 
sible. 

Double  crimped  steel  cloth  is  used.  The  frames  are  hardwood  and  cov¬ 
ered  with  heavy  sheet  iron  where  the  coal  rolls  down.  The  sides  are  strength¬ 
ened  by  strong  iron  braces.  The  legs  and  clamps  are  strong  and  capable  of 
quick  adjustment.  There  are  as  feY  parts  as  possible  to  render  the  screen 
complete. 

The  manufacturers  say;— “It  is  sure  to  give  satisfaction  in  every  par¬ 
ticular,  and  we  put  it  on  the  market  confident  that  it  will  be  recognized  as 
meeting  the  demand  for  a  perfect  screen  in  every  respect  for  either  car  or 
yard  use,  and  at  a  reasonable  cost.”  Any  sized  mesh  can  be  furnished  from 
3-16  inch  to  3  inch,  and  for  general  use  inch  is  recommended.  In  ordering 
don’t  forget  to  mention  the  size  of  mesh  required. 

Further  informatio.i,  catalogues,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  on  addressing  the 
manufacturers. 

In  West  Bay  City,  Mich.,  a  27-inch  vein  of  coal  was  passed  through  at  a 
depth  of  102  feet  at  the  Crump  Manufacturing  Company’s  mill  when  drilling 
for  a  well. 


The  Fairmont  Index  states  that  the  output  of  coal  from  Marion  County 
W.  Va.,  will  reach  2,000,000  tons  this  year.  Just  eleven  years  ago  the  output 
was  109,000  tons,  and  the  stride  in  production  from  1887  to  1898  is  immense 
while  it  shows  the  possibilities  of  that  region  in  the  future.  Senator  Elkins 
remarked  several  years  ago,  and  before  the  development  of  the  mines  had 
taken  on  much  activity,  that  this  part  of  West  Virginia  was  the  coming  great 
coal  field  of  the  state;  that  owing  to  natural  conditions  for  mining  and  operat¬ 
ing,  coal  could  be  produced  at  the  mouth  of  the  mines  in  this  section  cheaper 
than  anywhere  else  in  the  world,  and  that  for  all  around  purposes  it  took  front 
rank  with  the  best  productions  of  any  other  region  in  the  country.  The  Wat¬ 
sons— the  pioneers  in  the  development  of  the  coal  resources  of  the  Fairmont 
region— commenced  in  a  very  small  wayJaut  by  steady  gradations  they  have 
succeeded  in  building  up  an  immense  business,  and  today  they  control  no  less 
than  six  mines  and  a  number  of  coke  ovens,  the  daily  capacity  of  which  is 
5,000  tons  of  coal  and  600  tons  of  coke,  operating  under  the  firm  name  of  the 
Montana  Coal  and  Coke  Co.  It  is  expected  that  the  output  of  coal  and  coke 
of  this  company  will  greatly  exceed  a  million  tons  for  1898.  Coal  can  be  and 
is  produced  cheaper  in  the  Fairmont  region  because  the  original  cost  of  coal 
acreage  is  low,  the  veins  are  thick,  faults  in  seam  few,  mining  is  easy,  good 
toofs,  and  other  natural  and  favorable  conditions.  Much  credit  is  due  to  the 
native  West  Virginians  that  nearly  all  this  great  growth  in  coal  mining  has 
been  brought  about  by  the  enterprise  and  management  of  citizens  of  the  stale. 
Thi  re  are  a  few  Ohioans  and  Pennsylvanians  among  them  who  are  succeed¬ 
ing  in  obtaining  a  fair  share  of  business,  and  more  will  go  there  when  they  dis¬ 
cover  that  the  Fairmont  mines  have  established  a  splendid  reputation  for  their 
coal,  which  for  all-around  purposes  is  claimed  to  be  second  to  none.  It  is  one 
of  the  boasts  of  the  Fairmont  district  that  “a  customer  once  secured  is  never 
lost  to  the  region.” 


COAL  OUTLOOK  IN  OHIO  NOT  CHEERFUL. 


A  prominent  Ohio  coal  operator  at  Columbus  makes  the  following  state¬ 
ment  as  to  the  situation  in  that  state: — “  Coal  mining  affairs  are  very  quiet,  but 
there  is  not  as  much  coal  being  dug  as  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year.  This 
is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  West  Virginia  operators  are  doing  the  big  end 
of  the  business,  and  this  is  liable  to  continue  for  some  time  unless  the  miners’ 
association  is  able  to  do  something  for  the  relief  of  both  the  miners  and  oper¬ 
ators.  It  must  be  considered  that  the  miners’  officials  have  tried  to  bring 
about  a  change  in  the  condition  of  West  Virginia,  but  up  to  this  time  they 
have  proved  a  signal  failure.  In  my  opinion  the  West  Virginia  miners  are 
composed  of  a  different  class  of  men  from  the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  fields, 
and  the  result  is  a  dismal  failure  to  get  them  into  the  union  or  even  to  co-oper-' 
ate  with  organized  labor.  The  West  Virginians  are  content  to  have  steady 
work  at  less  pay,  and  in  that  way  they  manage  to  liye  better  than  they  do  in 
the  Ohio  and  Pennsylyania  fields  as  they  haye  steady  incomes.  In  the  two 
fields  mentioned  the  men  want  big  wages  and  eight  hours  work  per  day,  while 
the  West  Virginia  miners  are  contented  to  work  more  hours  for  less  monev, 
and  in  that  way  their  earnings  are  greater  than  in  the  other  competitiye  fields! 
I  predict  that  matters  will  continue  in  this  way  until  winter,  when  there  will 
be  another  strike  by  the  miners,  and  it  is  certain  to  cost  a  great  deal  of 
money. 

“The  reason  the  West  Virginia  operators  are  doing  the  lake  business  is 
that  they  are  putting  down  coal  at  the  lake  ports  at  $1.25  per  ton  that 
the  Ohio  railroads  cannot  touch  for  less  than  $1.35,  strain  every  point  as  they 
may.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  Ohio  operators  are  not  in  the  field  un¬ 
der  the  circumstances,  and  this  will  continue  until  the  miners  realize  the  true 
conditions  of  the  competitive  fields.  Operators  in  Ohio  would  prefer  to  pay 
the  higher  price,  for  the  reason  that  they  make  more  money  than  on  the  lower 
scale,  but  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  them  to  do  business  at  a  positive  loss  to 
both  themselves  and  the  railroads  of  the  state.  Conditions  have  affected  the 
value  of  mines  in  this  state,  for  the  reason  that  they  are  not  able  to  make  any 
money  on  their  investments.” 


CATALOGUE. 


Modern  Methods.rs  exemplified  in  the  Handling  of  Raw  and  Manufac¬ 
tured  Products  and  the  Transmission  of  Power,  is  the  title  of  the  new  No.  24 
Catalogue  just  issued  by  the  Link-Belt  Machinery  Company,  engineers,  foun¬ 
ders,  machinists,  etc.,  3qth  street  and  Stewart  avenue,  Chicago. 

The  300-page  Catalogue  is  profusely  illustrated  throughout,  showing  the 
great  advantages,  economical  and  commercial,  which  are  derived  from  the 
scientific  and  intelligent  use  of  conveying  and  handling  machinery  for  all 
classes  of  raw  and  manufactured  products,  coal,  coke,  ashes,  ore,  clay,  cement, 
tile,  iron,  steel,  lumber,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

The  illustrations  of  the  coal  handling  machinery  in  and  at  the  mines,  and 
from  thence  until  its  deliyery  to  the  retail  dealer’s  wagon,  speak  louder  than 
any  words  as  to  the  efficacy  of  conyeying  machinery.  The  Link-Belt  Machin¬ 
ery  Company  are  also  the  original  designers  and  manufacturers  of  detachable 
chain  or  link  belting  which  is  so  much  in  use  for  conyeyors,  eleyators,  etc.  The 
company  has  shown  admirable  taste  and  painstaking  care  in  the  compilation 
of  thisCaUlogue,  and  deserves  the  congratulations  and  thanks  of  the  industrial 
world  at  large  for  the  publication  of  this  handsomely  illustrated  descriptive 
volume  on  modern  methods  of  handling,  conveying,  transferring,  etc.,  of  every 
description  of  raw  and  manufactured  material.  Mine  managers,  dock  super¬ 
intendents  and  all  others  interested  may  have  a  copy  mailed  to  them  on  ad¬ 
dressing  the  company  as  above. 


The  Board  of  Public  Works,  Evansville,  Ind.,  asks  proposals  for  furnish¬ 
ing  coal  to  the  city.  Bids  will  be  received  until  2  i‘.  m.,  Oct.  i,  1898. 

In  1897  the  output  of  coal  in  the  South  aggregated  36,981,611  tons,  or  nearly 
twice  the  amount  of  the  output  for  1887.  This  amount  is  thus  divided  among 
^e  states  of  the  South:  Alabama,  5,893,774  tons;  Arkansas,  856,190  tons; 
Georgia  and  Nprth  Carolina,  217,149  tons;  Kentucky,  3,602  097  tons;  Mary¬ 
land,  4,442,128  tons;  Missouri,  2,665,626  tons;  Tennessee,  2,888,849  tons;  Texas 
639,341  tons;  Virginia,  1,528,302  tons  and  West  Virginia,  14,248,159  tons. 
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OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interest 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


Wm.  A.  Stevens  has  opened  up  a  coal  yard  at  Batavia,  Ill. 

* 

*  * 

Halstead  &  McKelvy  have  the  retail  coal  business  at  Upper  Sandusky, 
Ohio. 


Frank  Persing,  Audubon,  Iowa,  is  building  a  fine  new  coal  office  and  will 
be  prepared  to  handle  a  heavy  tonnage  this  fall  and  winter. 

* 

*  * 

Seibert  &  Son,  Reading,  Pa.,  coal  and  grain  dealers,  are  building  a  siding 
from  P.  &  R.  road  on  Thinl  street  to  their  coal  yard  at  Third  and  Walnut  streets. 

*  * 

William  H.  Miller  Sc  Bro.,  Portland,  Me.,  have  opened  a  coal  and  wood 
business.  A  shed  has  been  erected  by  them  near  the  Maine  Central  tracks. 

* 

Hfi 

The  Toledo,  O.,  retail  coal  dealers  have  decided  to  make  the  price  of  egg 
and  nut  coal  the  same  price — $5  a  ton.  This  is  a  reduction  of  25  cents  a  ton 
on  egg.  Other  grades  remain  unchanged. 


The  well  known  coal  firm  of  Starling  &  Bennett,  Henderson,  Ky.,  has  dis¬ 
solved  partnership.  Col.  Starling  will  continue  the  business  and  will  keep  it 
up  to  the  long-established  standard  of  the  old  firm. 

* 

He  He 

By  a  bill  of  sale  filed  in  the  city  clerk’s  office  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  September 
20,  L.  C.  Hupp,  B.  F.  Berry  and  C.  J.  Hupp  transfer  to  L.  C.  Hupp  &  Co.  their 
coal  business  on  thecorner  of  Fourth  and  Holden  avenues.  The  consideration 
is  $10,000. 

He 

He  He 

Mr.  Myron  F.  Simmons,  of  the  well-known  coal  firm  of  M.  F.  Simmons  & 
Co.,  Utica,  N.  Y.,  has  deserted  the  bachelor’s  hall  and  joined  the  benedicts. 
He  was  married  on  September  15th  to  Miss  Cornelia  Chevalier  Ralph,  and  we 
wish  the  happy  pair  every  success. 

He 

He  He 

Emil  Wolf  was  fined  $5  and  costs,  September  i6th,  by  Justice  Caulk,  Bal¬ 
timore.  Md.,  charged  with  riding  on  the  cars  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail¬ 
road  unauthorized.  Special  Officer  Allen  of  the  railroad  swore  out  the  war¬ 
rant  for  Wolf.  The  officer  says  that  there  is  an  organized  gang  of  men  in 
South  Baltimore  who  make  a  practice  of  getting  upon  coal  cars  and  throwing 
off  the  coal.  Others  pick  it  up  and  it  is  either  taken  to  their  homes  or  sold. 
If  there  was  a  Maryland  Coal  Dealers’  Association  these  depredations  would 
not  last  long. 

* 

H:  He 

The  question  of  supplying  the  schools  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  with  coal  was 
decided  September  15th  after  floods  of  oratory  in  praise  of  every  special  brand 
had  been  poured  forth.  The  judgment  was  like  a  Supreme  Court  one  in  this 
State;  the  vital  questions  were  not  touched  upon,  although  the  matter  was 
settled.  Each  firm  had  a  representative  at  the  meeting  and  they  were  all 
given  a  chance  to  talk.  Mr.  Henderson,  representing  the  Galloway  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  advertised  his  coal  m  a  speech.  Mr.  Collins  extolled  his  brands. 
Br.  Brown  came  next  and  was  gracefully  short.  Th:  Rudisill  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  was  the  next  heard  from.  The  Broadway  Coal  Company,  Mr.  Kelly  and 
Mr.  Peres  followed  in  their  turn,  and  after  hearing  an  hour’s  talk  on  the 
merits  of  each  dealers’  respective  coal,  the  members  of  the  board  decided  to 
give  each  firm  the  contract  to  supply  one  school  and  everybody  went  home 
satisfied. 


NEW  CAR  PREVENTS  STEALING  OF  COAL. 


The  stealing  of  coal  on  railroads  is  a  very  active  industry.  In  districts 
where  railroad  competition  is  brisk  the  roads  find  it  worth  their  while  to  stand 
the  loss  due  to  thefts  of  coal  from  their  cars.  In  other  districts,  where  mines 
are  scarce  and  a  brand  of  coal  is  well  advertised,  the  dealers  will  stand  the 
loss.  In  other  districts,  again,  as  in  the  state  of  Kentucky,  where  mines  are 
numerous  and  the  competition  is  heavy,  the  onus  of  the  thefts  falls  on  the  mine 
operator.  A  large  mine  owner,  who  had  to  bear  losses  of  this  kind  until  hegot 
heartily  sick  of  them,  finally  bethought  him  of  a  practical  plan  of  stopping 
them.  He  built  a  car,  consisting  of  an  ordinary  gondola  car,  covered  by  a  sec¬ 
tional  roof,  divided  into  four  folding  doors  upon  each  side  of  the  car. 

The  doors  are  so  equipped  that  they  can  be  turned  back,  one  at  a  time,  or 
convenient  for  loading.  When  the  car  is  loaded,  the  doors  are  locked  and 
sealed  by  one  operation.  The  car  is  then  weighed  and  is  sure  of  being  deliv¬ 
ered  and  paid  for  at  mine  weight.  Protection  is  also  thus  given  the  coal  from 
rain,  ice  and  snow,  and  the  train  crew  are  not  under  the  necessity  of  climbing 
over  an  open  loaded  car  of  coal  in  doing  their  work.  The  unloading  is  per¬ 
fectly  simple.  The  doors  are  thrown  back,  each  in  turn,  as  the  unloading 
progresses.  Should  the  car  be  not  fully  unloaded  at  night,  the  doors  can  be 
closed  and  locked  by  padlock,  and  it  can  be  left  on  the  track  until  daylight  with¬ 
out  fear  of  thieves.  The  c[uestion  of  stealage  among  coal  dealers  is  being 
largely  agitated  in  the  different  state  legislatures,  and  the  time  seems  near 
when  railroads  will  be  compelled  to  protect  the  industry  by  furnishing  safe 
carriage  of  coal  from  operators  to  dealers.  The  new  car,  which  can  be 
equipped  at  nominal  cost,  is  the  easiest  and  most  feasible  way  of  meeting  the 
situation  yet  proposed. 


WESTERN  COAL  AM)  COKE  NOTES. 


James  Hier  has  bought  a  coal  mine  at  Marceline,  Mo.,  and  will  dig 
lower. 

The  Astoria  Coal  and  Mining  Company  started  their  mines  at  Astoria,  111., 
last  week. 

The  Tire  Coal  Mining  Co.,  of  Lenzburg,  has  changed  its  principal  office 
to  East  St.  Louis,  Ill. 

At  a  depth  of  61  feet,  coal  has  been  struck  at  Villisca,  Iowa.  It  is  said 
the  vein  is  24  inches  thick. 

Henry  Adler  has  taken  his  brother  Adler  S.  William’s  mine  at  Mandan, 
N.  D.,  and  will  run  it  during  the  winter. 

L.  E.  Midlam,  of  Wilhoit  Springs,  Ore.,  has  tapped  a  7-foot  vein  of  coal  at 
that  place  and  proposes  to  develop  it  at  once. 

The  coal  mines  of  Vanderburg  county  and  Southern  Indiana  are  now  run¬ 
ning  about  one-half  time.  Some  of  the  mines  around  Evansville  do  not,  how¬ 
ever,  do  this  well. 

William  Hamilton,  a  prominent  coal  operator  of  Weir  City,  Kan.,  has  pur¬ 
chased  about  500  acres  of  coal  land  near  Cherokee,  which  he  will  begin  to 
operate  at  once.  Drilling  has  already  commenced. 

A  vein  of  coal  nine  feet  and  six  inches  thick  has  been  found  on  the  farm 
of  Isaac  Stevens,  three  miles  east  of  Saginaw,  Mich.  The  coal  is  90  feet  be¬ 
low  the  surface  and  it  is  proposed  to  organize  a  company  and  sink  a  shaft. 

The  Corunna  Coal  Co.  has  transferred  leases  of  coal  lands  in  Monitor 
township.  Bay  County,  Mich.,  to  W.  A.  Knapp,  who  is  required  by  the  terms 
thereof  to  sink  test  holes  at  once  and  commence  work  on  a  shaft  not  later  than 
November. 

The  Northern  Coal  &  Transportation  Co.  has  commenced  sinking  a  shaft 
at  Jamestown,  Mich.,  on  the  Shiawassee  river,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above 
Carr’s  Landing.  Work  will  be  pushed  on  it  as  rapidly  as  possible  so  that 
coal  may  be  taken  out  in  two  or  three  months. 

Considerable  money  is  being  expended  at  Lexington,  Mont.,  in  locating  the 
coal  measures.  Should  the  work  of  developing  prove  successful  a  large  coal 
camp  will  spring  up  at  that  point.  It  is  intended  by  the  management  to  place 
300  men  at  work  by  the  beginning  of  the  new  year. 

Developments  in  the  Saginaw  coal  field,  Michigan,  are  progressing  stead¬ 
ily  and  holes  are  being  sunk  in  many  localities,  while  three  or  four  more  mines 
are  being  opened.  The  future  of  the  city  is  assured  as  to  the  problem  of  cheap 
fuel,  and  this  will  be  of  immense  value  m  a  business  and  manufacturing  sense. 

In  Buena  Vista  township,  two  miles  east  of  Saginaw,  Mich.,  a  9-foot  vein 
of  coal  was  passed  through  at  a  depth  of  122  feet.  It  is  stated  that  a  shaft  will 
be  put  down  at  once.  If  this  vein  is  9  feet  in  thickness  and  is  not  a  pocket,  it 
will  be  by  all  odds  the  richest  find  of  coal  thus  far  discovered  in  Saginaw 
county. 

The  miners  at  the  Pittsburg  mine,  Belleville,  Ill.,  have  gone  on  a  strike 
and  declared  it  a  non-union  mine.  It  is  operated  by  a  company,  all  of  whom 
are  miners,  and  business  being  dull  they  were  doing  nearly  all  of  the  work 
themselves,  so  it  is  claimed,  and  this  caused  the  disagreement  which  led  to  the 
strike. 

Business  with  coal  dock  men  at  Superior,  Wis.,  has  been  booming  all  sum¬ 
mer,  and  despite  the  fact  that  a  considerable  decrease  in  shipments  was  ex¬ 
pected  as  other  lines  of  marine  business  picked  up,  coal  boats  are  still  coming 
into  port  at  quite  a  brisk  pace.  The  result  of  the  heavy  shipments  is  that  the 
local  docks  are  piled  almost  to  their  limit. 

The  West  Bay  City  Coal  Co.,  Bay  City,  Mich.,  has  been  incorporated,  with 
a  capital  of  $50,000.  The  officers  are:  President,  Ira  J.  Hiller;  vice-president, 
Isaac  Pierce;  secretary,  J.  H.  Metcalf;  treasurer,  Thomas  R.  Shaver;  attorney, 
S.  G.  Houghton.  The  officers,  together  with  W.  N.  Sweeney  and  John  G. 
Weggel,  constitute  the  board  of  directors. 

According  to  the  U.  S.  Geological  report  the  number  of  firms  using  ma¬ 
chines  has  increased  from  fifty-one  in  1891  to  136  in  1896,  and  21 1  in  1897.  The 
number  of  machines  in  use  has  increased  from  545  in  1891  to  1,446  in  1896  and 
1,988  in  1897.  The  amount  of  coal  won  by  machines  has  increased  from 
6,21 1,732  short  tons  in  1891  to  16,424,932  in  1896  and  22,649,220  short  tons  in 
1897. 

The  Supply  Committee  today  recommended  that  the  Cerrillos  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  be  awarded  the  contract  for  supplying  the  various 
city  departments  with  fuel  for  the  ensuing  year,  on  the  following  bid:  Well¬ 
ington  steam  coal,  $8.70  per  ton;  Cerrillos  coal,  $9.75  per  ton;  Gallup  coal, 
$7.75  per  ton;  Anthracite  coal,  $13.90  per  ton;  pine  kindling,  $8.70  per  cord  of 
three  tiers. 

The  shaft  of  the  Anaconda  company’s  coal  mine  at  Carbonado,  Mont.,  is 
now  down  about  900  feet  and  the  50-foot  strata  of  sandstone  which  overlays  the 
coal  vein  has  been  penetrated.  There  will  be  a  series  of  eight  tracks  at  the 
tipple,  thus  making  it  possible  to  load  eight  different  cars  at  the  same  time. 
It  is  expected  that  the  company  will  be  shipping  coal  in  the  course  of  a 
month  or  so. 


A  new  coal  mine  is  being  opened  at  Winfield,  Ala. 


The  Beech  Creek  Railroad  makes  the  following  statement  of  coal  shipped 
over  the  road  for  the  week  ending  September  7,  1898,  and  for  the  year  to  that 
date: 


Week— Tons 


I  n  1 898 .  66,674 

Same  time  last  year .  71,069 


Increase . 

Decrease .  4.394 


Year — Tons 
3,166,038 
2,604,601 

561,437 
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A  dispatch  from  Newport  News  says:  “The  sailing  ship  Susquehanna  is 
lying  at  Old  Point  with  a  cargo  of  four  thousand  tons  of  government  coal  con¬ 
signed  to  Dewey’s  fleet  at  Manila.  She  will  probably  sail  tonight  or  to-mor¬ 
row.  She  goes  out  by  way  of  Cape  Horn,  and  on  her  return  voyage  will  come 
by  the  way  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  when  on  her  way  up  the  Atlantic 
to  New  York  she  crosses  the  path  which  she  took  on  her  outward  voyage  she 
will  have  circumnavigated  the  globe.  With  the  six  weeks  which  will  be  spent 
j  at  Manila  discharging  and  taking  on  cargo,  it  will  take  her  about  ten  months 
I  to  make  the  trip.  The  Susquehanna  is  one  of  the  finest  ships  afloat.  She  is 
I  the  property  of  Arthur  Sewall,  of  Bath,  Me.’’ 

'l  . .  . — - = - ^ 


Mining  in  the  Cumberland,  Md.,  region  now  done  by  hand  may  be  revolu¬ 
tionized  by  the  introduction  of  machines.  One  of  the  Ingersoll  pattern  has 
been  placed  in  Ocean  mine.  The  machine  has  proved  a  big  success  in  the 
mines  of  (3hio  and  Pennsylvania,  particularly  in  the  low  veins,  where  coal  but 
eighteen  inches  thick  is  mined  and  economically  worked.  The  installation  of 
the  machine  at  Ocean  is  somewhat  of  an  experiment,  as  it  will  be  worked  in 
thick  seams.  The  outcome  is  awaited  with  considerable  interest,  as  one 
machine  will  supplant  a  dozen  men.  In  three-foot  veins  the  machine  has  un¬ 
dermined  a  room  ten  yards  wide  to  a  depth  of  six  feet  in  one  hour,  with  the 
assistance  of  two  men. 


S.  C. 

- AGENT - 

Delaware,  Lackawanna  $c  Western  Railroad  Company’s 

SCRANTON  COAL. 


Ooal  St  Oofaze. 


\  WWVVWVWVWN  VVVV\VN.VWW 

C.  L.  DERINC,  Manager. 

SSS  I>ear1t>om  Street,  =  Ohicaoo 


The  St.  Louis  and 
Big  Muddy  Coai  Co. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE: 

CARBONDALE,  ILL 


MINES  NEAR 


CARTERVILLE, 
Williamson  County, 

ILL. 


CAPACITY 

2,500 

TONS 

DAILY. 


TRADE  MARK. 

A  600  ton  daily  capacity  Luhri§:  Coal  Washing  Plant  operated  in  connection 


SOLE 

PROPRIETORS 


COAL. 


with  mine. 


WILLIAMS  &  PETERS, 

General  Sales  Agents  for  the  Erie  R.  R.  Company’s  and  New  York,  Susquehanna  &  Western  Coal  Company’s 


KEYSTONE  ANXHRAGIT^El  AND  BITi^LJMINOUS  clarion 
JKRMYN  ^  ^  A  y  13AGUS 

WILKESBARRE  W  A  L  .  BLOSSBURG 


SOLE  AGENTS  FOR  THE  BLOSSBURG  COAL  COMPANY. 


BRANCH  OFFICES: 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Boston,  Mass. 


MAIN  OFFICE:  SHIPPING  WHARVES; 

Washington  Building,  No.  I  Broadway,  Weehawken,  N.  J.  Buffale,  N  Y. 

NEW  YORK.  Edgewater,  N.  J  . 

M.  E.  ROBINSON,  Western  Sales  Agent,  BUFEALO,  N.  Y. 
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The  McKinley  coal  mine  at  Garfield,  Ohio,  was  sold  last  week  by  the 
sheriff  to  Mr.  Clegg,  of  Youngstown,  for  $2,300. 

At  Mt.  Braddock,  Ba.,  in  the  Connellsville  coke  region,  \V.  J.  Rainey  is 
putting  in  the  foundation  fora  new  coke  crusher. 

A  terrific  explosion  of  gas  occurred  in  No.  2  shaft  of  the  Susquehanna  Coal 
Co.  at  Nanticoke,  Pa.,  September  15,  and  seven  men  were  badly  burned. 

N.  H.  Halliday,  auditor  of  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  will  receive  proposals 
for  800  tons  of  bituminous  coal.  Bids  will  be  received  until  noon  October  7, 
1898. 

The  6,000  employes  of  the  Mineral  Mining  Co.  and  the  Union  Coal  Co., 
near  Shamokin,  Pa.,  have  been  notified  that  the  mines  will  work  six  days  per 
week  until  further  notice. 

At  Monongahela  City,  near  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  forty  striking  miners  were 
arrested  by  the  sheriff  on  September  17,  on  charges  of  inciting  riot  and  assault 
and  battery.  Several  miners’  officials  were  among  those  arrested. 

Proposals  to  furnish  the  Humboldt  school.  Twentieth  and  Sarah  streets, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  with  coal  for  the  ensuing  school  year  are  hereby  invited.  The 
bids  must  be  delivered  at  the  school  on  or  before  7  p.  m.  October  4,  1898. 

The  Jefferson  &  Clearfield  Iron  &  Coal  Company  is  negotiating  for  exten¬ 
sive  coal  tracts  in  Winslow  and  McCalmont  townships,  south  of  Reynoldsville, 
Pa.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  owned  by  William  Pifer  have  been  bought 
by  the  company  for  $30,000. 

A  new  corporation  is  the  Briquette  Coal  Co,  New  York;  capital  sub¬ 
scribed  $625.  amount  paid  in  $62,  capital  authorized  $600,000.  Incorporators — 
George  A.  McGlone,  Harry  E.  Swan,  f  .  G.  Corning,  Thomas  j.  Hurley, 
J.  Frank  Ryan,  New  York. 

William  E.  Atkin,  of  Hazleton,  Pa.,  said  to  be  the  oldest  miner  in  the 
anthracite  coal  fields,  died  last  week,  aged  78  years.  He  began  mining  when 
but  8  years  of  age,  and  until  a  year  ago  followed  the  occupation.  He  entered 
the  mines  as  pump  boy.  Later  he  held  the  position  of  foreman. 

All  of  the  Anthracite  Companies’  collieries  made  exceptionally  good  time 
last  week,  from  five  to  six  days  being  quite  general.  A  Wilkesbarre  official 
says;  "It  is  one  of  the  spurts  which  come  occasionally  for  the  purpose  of  pro¬ 
viding  an  increased  supply  of  certain  sizes  of  coal,  the  stock  of  which  has  run 
down  somewhat.” 

Messrs.  Magee  &  Lingle,  operators  of  the  large  Pardee  collieries  of  Pat¬ 
ton,  Pa.,  are  making  preparations  to  establish  a  new  mine  or  colliery  at  a  point 
about  three  miles  northwest  of  Patton.  _  The  test  of  the  coal  and  the  locating 
of  the  opening  has  already  been  made,  and  J.  B.  McIntyre,  the  civil  engineer 
of  the  Beech  Creek  Railroad  Company,  and  his  corps  of  assistants  are  already 
surveying  and  locating  the  branch  railroad  over  which  the  coal  will  be  hauled 
to  the  main  line. 

It  now  looks  as  though  the  Newton  Coal  Co.  will  be  put  to  considerable 
expense  and  trouble  before  it  can  extinguish  the  fire  which  is  raging  in  the 
Ravine  mine  at  Pittston,  Pa.  Although  a  line  of  pipes  is  running  to  the 
fire  from  both  sides,  no  progress  toward  subduing  the  flames  seems  to  be 
made.  The  men  are  working  hard  to  keep  the  flames  from  spreading. 
Although  they  are  at  present  successful  in  doing  so,  it  is  only  a  question  of 
time  until  they  will  have  to  give  up  the  fight. 

Operators  of  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  are  joining  forces  to  defeat  the 
coming  here  from  Powhatan,  W.  Va.,  of  a  natural  gas  syndicate  which  has 
already  secured  options  to  pipe  several  towns  in  the  county.  The  coal  opera¬ 
tors  claim  that  the  advent  of  a  gas  syndicate  in  Tuscarawas  county  would  be 
ruinous  to  their  business.  At  present  many  mines  in  the  county  are  closed 
down  and  the  employes  are  said  to  be  in  sore  straits.  If  gas  is  piped  into  the 
county,  mining  promises  to  become  a  dead  letter. 

The  valleys  of  the  Allegheny  river  and  its  tributary,  the  Kiskiminetas 
river,  near  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  have  always  attracted  more  or  less  attention  from 
manufacturers  on  account  of  the  valuable  coal  deposits  underlying  almost  all 
of  the  territory,  while  in  late  years  there  has  always  been  an  abundance  of 
natural  gas.  Almost  any  manufacturing  establishment  is  better  located  if 
near  a  river  furnishing  an  ample  supply  of  water  all  the  year  round,  while 
with  some  a  river  location  is  indispensable. 

The  Pennsylvia  Railroad  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  and  coke  originating 
on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  week  ending  September  10,  1898, 
and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  as 
follows: 

189S.  1898.  1897. 

Week  ending  Year  to  Year  to 

Sept.  10.  Sept.  10.  Sept,  ii. 


Anthracite,  tons .  76.9>6  2,412,202  2,334,774 

Bituminous,  tons .  220,473  9-520,547  8,519,937 

Coke,  tons .  105,746  4,115,820  3,109,855 


Total .  403.135  16,048,569  13,964,566 


The  Beech  Creek  Railroad  makes  the  following  statement  of  coal  shipped 
over  the  road  for  the  week  ending  September  14,  1898,  and  for  the  year  to  that 
date. 


Week — Tons. 

Year — Tons. 

In  1898 . . 

■ .  65,875 

3.231.914 

The  same  time  last  year . 

2,673,892 

Increase . 

Decrease . 

.  3.415 

558,021 

The  Huntingdon  and  Broad  Top  Mountain  Railroad  and  Coal  Co.  makes  the 
following  statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported  over  the  road  for  the 


week  ending  September  17,  1898, 

and  previously  during  the 

year: 

Week, 

Total  for 

Total  for 

Broad  Tod,  tons . 

1898. 

year  1898. 

year  1897. 

8,792 

307.426 

319.32s 

Cumberland,  tons . 

33.919 

1,088,264 

1,127,488 

T  otal . 

42,711 

>.395.691 

1,446,814 

Increase  for  week.... 

2,674 

Decrease  for  year. . . . 

51.122 

Arrangements  are  about  completed  by  Portland,  Ore.,  capitalists  to  open 
the  Nehalem  coal  mines.  Mr.  Pearson,  of  Portland,  who  owns  a  claim,  has 
closed  a  deal  with  a  Portland  syndicate  who  will  take  hold  of  the  operation. 
A  rich  vein  has  been  found  on  the  property  six  feet  in  thickness  and  leads 
back  in  the  mountain  to  what  is  believed  to  be  an  almost  unexhaustible  sup¬ 
ply.  As  soon  as  the  mines  are  developed  it  is  understood  that  the  Astoria  and 
Columbia  River  railroad  will  extend  its  lines  into  the  coal  fields. 


lYIINE  OPERATORS, 
AGENTS  AND 
SALESMEN  ON  THE  ROAD. 


Hyatt’s  Telegraph  Code 

IS  A  MONEY  SAVER. 

Will  save  75  per  cent  on  Telegraph  Bills. 

SECOND  EDITION  NOW  READY. 


PRICE,  $1.50. 

This  small  sum  is  covered  in  a  very  few  telegrams. 

The  only  General  Code  ever  published  covering  Coal  ai  d  Coke 

from  all  districts. 

For  fiirilicr  iirformatloii  address  tne  compiler. 


x>.  r*.  HYivar'r, 

DETROIT, . MICHIGAN. 


J.  B.  CABLE,  Pres.  GEO.  M.  SPACE,  Vice-Pre 

F.  L.  CHAPITIAN,  Sec.  H.  W.  C.  BOVVDOIN,  Treas. 


OHIO  GOAL  00. 


General  Offices;  Pioneer  Press  Building,  ST.PAUL,  MINN. 

...Agencies  at... 

Asliland,  West  Superior,  Green  Bay,  lUilwaukee,  tils.; 

St.  Paul,  ininuea polls,  Bulutb,  ITlinn.;  Sioux  City,  lotva. 
...Distributing  Docks... 

Dulutb,  Asbland,  West  Superior,  imitraukee. 

DEILEBS  IN 

ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  GOALS 

ALSO 

BEST  GRADES  OF  COKE 


THE  CELEBRATED 


SOLE  AGENTS  FOR 

ELK  GftRDEN 


DAVIS  GOAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY,  . 

BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OP  TKE 


SMITHING  COAL 


High  in  Carbon. 

^ow  in  Sulphur  and  Ash. 


Davis  Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


\/ 


For  Ore  Smelters,  Foundries 
and  Family  Use. 


Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont,"w,  Va. 

SMITHING  COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 


No.  13.] 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


Mr.  Bruce  Lowe  has  been  made  manager  of  the  Glendale  Coal  Company’s 
store  at  Moundsville,  West  Virginia. 

At  Newcastle,  Ohio,  the  present  prospects  are  that  there  will  be  no  activ¬ 
ity  until  cold  weather  sets  in. 

The  Tennessee  Coal  and  Iron  Company  is  said  to  have  booked  foreign 
orders  for  22,000  tons  of  foundry  iron  in  the  nrstten  days  of  September. 

The  strike  among  the  coal  miners  at  the  Green  River  Coal  and  Mining 
Co.,  near  Henderson,  Ky.,  is  still  on  at  Spottsville.  Seventy-five  men  are  out 
on  a  strike. 

At  Wanamie,  Pa.,  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkes-Barre  Coal  Co.  is  planning  to 
sink  an  additional  slope  in  the  near  future.  Extensive  additions  to  the  breaker 
are  also  contemplated. 

The  Tidewater  Coal  Company,  at  Tuskaloosa,  Ala.,  is  now  shipping  some 
eight  to  ten  ears  of  coal  a  day  and  is  getting  in  shape  for  a  better  business. 
Coal  is  also  being  shipped  by  this  company  to  Mobile  by  barge. 

The  Franklin  county  grand  jury  indicted  every  coal  merchant  in  Frank¬ 
fort,  Ky.,  last  week,  charging  conspiracy.  The  coal  men  combined  the  last 
few  months,  and  have  been  supplying  the  trade  at  prices  agreed  upon  by  the 
combination. 

The  shipments  from  the  mines  of  the  Cumberland-George’s  Creek  coal 
region  for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  September  loth,  were  70,663  tons,  and 
the  total  shipments  for  the  year  to  that  date  were  2,814,184  tons,  an  increase  of 
129,003  tons  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  1897. 

The  shipments  from  the  Elk  Garden  and  Upper  Potomac  regions  of  West 
Virginia,  which  are  transported  over  the  West  Virginia  Central  and  Pittsburg 
railroad,  for  the  week  ending  Sept.  10  were  27,402  tons,  and  for  the  year  to 
that  date  were  800,320  tons,  being  a  decrease  of  16,205  tons  as  compared  with 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

The  coal  output  in  the  Birmingham,  Ala.,  district  during  the  present  week 
has  been  very  good,  running  from  6,000  to  7,000  tons  per  day.  The  demand 
for  coal  is  good,  and  the  mines  are  kept  running  to  supply  the  demand. 
West  Pratt  mines,  near  there,  operated  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Paterson,  are  also  in 
steady  operation  this  week  filling  export  orders. 

At  Birmingham,  Ala.,  Steiner  Bro’s.  have  filed  a  bill  forthe  appointment  of 
a  receiver  for  certain  coal  land  situated  in  Walker  county,  said  to  be  owned  by 
B.  M.  Long  but  leased  to  the  Georgia  and  Alabama  Coal  Company,  of  Car¬ 
rollton,  Ga.,  the  Dora  Mining  Company,  of  Walker  county,  and  the  Ivy  Leaf 
Coal  and  Coke  Company,  of  Jefferson  county,  who  with  Long  are  made  de¬ 
fendants. 

A  correspondent  at  Birmingham,  Ala.,  writes  us  that  a  tremendous  activ¬ 
ity  in  pig  iron,  coal  and  coke  has  followed  the  close  of  the  war.  Every  fur¬ 
nace  in  the  Birmingham  district  has  sold  its  output  to  January  i  of  next  year, 
and  three  idle  furnaces  have  gone  into  blast  within  the  past  ten  days.  Never 
before  in  Birmingham  history  have  the  iron  and  coal  industries  employed  so 
many  men  as  now,  and  another  rise  in  iron  prices  is  expected  soon. 

Charles  Spinks,  a  very  wealthy  coal  dealer  and  street  paving  contractor, 
of  Newport,  Ky.,  is  missing,  and  is  believed  to  have  been  drowned  while  in¬ 
specting  his  coal  barge.  He  carried  $125,000  life  insurance.  He  also  had 
large  interests  in  street  paving  contracts  in  Louisville  and  New  Orleans. 
Divers  are  searching  the  river  for  his  body.  Since  this  was  written  the  body 
has  been  found.  The  coroner’s  jury  rendered  a  verdict  of  accidental  drown¬ 
ing. 


NEILSON 

RED^ASH  COAL 

WIN  satisfy  .the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

!F  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

DICKSON  c&  EDDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Office,  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Ast. 

C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

“AVOCA  (Pittston  District) 

“FRANKLIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 
“LOUISE  ”  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

ROBT.  E.  BROWN  6l  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

MosbanDon  and  Comberlaiid  Vein  Bitaminons  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Title  Buildine.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


XHEXTJRITEY  &  JOITHS  CO., 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL 

OF  THE 


CELEBRATED 


CONGO  COAL 

Anthracite  and  Smithing  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  No.  355  Dearborn  SL 

COLUMBUS.  O.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


FRICK 


H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  GO. 


Headquarters  for 


Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna. 

GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells¬ 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing  and 
domestic  purposes.  I  3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

Direct  Connections  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

Quotations  Freight  Rates  Pamphlets  oivine  fullinformation  promptly  furnished  upon  application. 
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Harrison 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Year«’ 
Service. 


1<>00 
IflachineM 
in  nse. 


i:{15 
Mq.  ft.  in 
9  lion  I'M. 


Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 


Best  Combination  for  Mining  Operations. 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 

RECORD: 

17  year*’ 

continn- 

onM 

service, 
most  of 
time 
<1onl»le 
shift. 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY,  -  -  -  Chicago,  Illinois. 


The  “Link-Belt”  Electric  Chain  Breast  Machine. 


COVERED  BY  FOUR  U.  S.  PATENTS  ISSUED  AND  PENDING. 


Special  Points  of  Advantage: 

Cuts  a  perfectly  level  floor;  leaves  no  bottom  coal  for  loaders  to  take  up. 

Works  equally  well  to  right  or  left  across  room  or  entry.  Machine  cuttings  can  be 
shoveled  from  either  side. 

System  of  rollers  by  means  of  which  machine  is  easily  moved  across  face  of  room, 
thereby  greatly  increasing  capacity. 

Shortest  machine  for  length  of  undercut. 

Most  secure  and  easily-handled  rear  jack,  attached  to  machine. 

Simplest  feeding  mechanism  Less  gears  and  fewest  number  of  parts. 

Compact  “dust  and  water-proof’  iron-clad  multipolar  motor. 

Strongest  frame  and  chain,  admitting  of  using  steel  most  economically. 
Chisel-holding  device  covered  by  patents  sustained  by  Judge  Sage. 

PRICES  AND  ESTIMATES  ON  APPLICATION. 


Power  Generators, 
Mine  Pumps, 
Locomotives, 

Drills,  Etc. 

The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 

Engineers-Founders-Machinists,  Chicago,  u.  s.  a. 


THE  .lEFFREY  CHAIM  COAL  RUTTING  MACHINERY. 


All  Claims  Based  on  Actual  Results. 


Machinery  fully  covered  by  Guarantees 

The  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter  will  produce  from 
100  percent  to  150  per  cent  more  coal  than  the 
puncher  machines  under  the  same  conditions. 

COMPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


Electric  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 


Electric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  Drills. 

Electric  Shearing  Machines. 
Air  Shearing  Machines. 


Electric  Longwall  Machines. 
Air  Longwall  Machines. 
Electric  Locomotives. 
Electric  Pumps. 


Manufacturers  Dynamos  and  Motors. 

THE  JEFFREY  MFG.  CO., 


Compressed  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 

-  Columbus,  Ohio. 


The  Black  Diamond. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 

PTOUeHia®  WSBELl 

I  IN  THE  INTEREST  OP  THE  OOJLL  INDDMTO 

I  Bf  TH£  BLACK  DIAKCND  COMFAKT 

i  (enoobpobated.) 

i|  OFFICIAL  PAPER  OF  THE  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF 
ILLINOIS  AND  WISCONSIN-Secretary,  F.  E.  Lukens,  Chicago 
III.  THE  MICHICAN  RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCI ATION-Secretary, 
James  T.  Eaman,  Detroit,  Mich.;  THE  WHOLESALE  AND 
RETAIL  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF  OHIO-Secretary, 
W.J. Ferguson,  Dayton,  Ohio;  and  THE  INDIANA  RETAIL  COAL 
ASSOCIATION-Secretary,  A.  C.  Hill,  Kendallville,  Ind. 


JOHN  B.  LUCAS, 

Mk8.  H.  A.  BISCHOFF.  -  /  BusineIs  Ma 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE. 

Yearly  (in  advance), . 

Single  Copies, . 

•  AU 

ADVEBTISING  RATES— FURNISHED  ON  APPLICATION. 

Address  all  communications  to 

The  Black  Diamond 

Temple  Court  Building . Chicago,  III. 

New  York,  29  Liberty  St.,  -  .  -  .  .  S.  O.  Graeb,  Mgr. 

ENTERED  AT  THE  CHICAGO  PuST  OFFICE  AS  SECOND-CLASS  MATTER. 


VOL.  21. 


October  I,  1898. 


No.  1 1. 


We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  mine  owners,  workers, 
shippers  and  agents,  if  they  will  kindly,  from  time  to  time, 
furnish  such  intelligence  as  may  be  of  public  interest  to  the 
Coal  trade,  when  It  comes  under  their  notice. 


MARKET  REVffiW. 


Not  only  in  the  East,  but  at  Buffalo  and  at  the  anthracite  and 
bituminous  mines  in  Pennsylvania,  the  shortage  of  cars  is  becom¬ 
ing  quite  a  factor  in  demand  and  supply  of  coal.  All-rail  anthra¬ 
cite  is  becoming  more  scarce  in  Ohio,  Michigan  and  Indiana  on 
^  account  of  the  stringency  in  the  car  situation  at  Buffalo  and  at 
the  mines.  Many  of  the  roads  have  placed  embargoes  on  their 
coal  cars  and  will  permit  none  to  leave  the  main  lines.  Of  course 
It  must  be  quite  clearly  understood  that  there  is  as  yet  no  actual 
famine,  ymt  the  shortage,  despite  the  fact  that  during  the  present 
\  summer  orders  for  many  thousands  of  new  cars  have  been  placed, 

^  of  which  only  a  tithe  have  been  delivered,  is  becoming  more  ser 
ions  each  week,  and  if  real  cold  weather  should  develop  early  in 
October,  considerable  inconvenience  and  annoyance  might  be  en¬ 
tailed  by  dealers  in  outside  towns,  who  usually  refrain  from  buy¬ 
ing  until  the  last  moment. 

Anthracite  coal,  though  still  very  quiet  for  the  time  of  the 
year,  begins  to  show  rather  more  inquiry  and  demand  than  dur- 
■  ing  August,  there  are  more  traveling  salesmen  on  the  road,  in 
short,  the  season  is  at  hand  when  there  naturally  comes  an  ex- 
!  pansion  of  trade,  and  no  matter  how  large  or  how  heavy  the  early 
:  business  of  the  summer  may  have  been,  it  is  invariably  found  that 
Hiere  are  still  many  dealers  who  are  in  the  market  for  coal. 

I  here  is  no  exception  this  year,  and  today  there  is  not  a  shipper 
of  any  prominence  \vho  is  not  short  of  car  coal.  Some  of  the 
companies  are  hundreds  of  cars  behind  on  their  orders.  This  be- 
ing  the  case  now,  what  would  the  situation  be  if  there  should  be  a 
radical  change  in  the  climatic  conditions?  There  would  he  astrong 
,  demand  fpr  coal  and  many  dealers  would  be  compelled  to  \yait. 


Chestnut  coal  is  still  scarce  and  no  large  order  would  be  accepted 
without  It  contained  a  proper  proportion  or  per  cent  of  other 
sizes.  As  regards  prices,  a  rather  better  sentiment  prevails  in  cer¬ 
tain  sections,  and  there  is  evidently  not  the  same  anxiety  shown 
to  secure  business  regardless  of  what  the  figures  might  be,  but  it 
cannot  be  said  that  there  is  any  increase  in  the  strength. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  to  show  a  quiet  but  steady  growth 
m  both  steam  and  domestic  grades,  but  during  the  past  week  or 
ten  days  the  increase  has  been  less  perceptible  on  account  of  the 
very  warm  weather,  which  has  been  so  general  throughout  the 
west.  The  scarcity  of  cars  alluded  to  above  has  somewhat  re- 
Urded  the  output  from  mines  in  general,'and  in  some  instances 
has  caused  more  or  less  inconvenience.  Not  a  few  of  the  larger 
producers  in  Indiana  and  Illinois  have  very  nearly  their  full  ca¬ 
pacity  contracted  for  this  .season,  and  several  of  the  largest  dis¬ 
tributors  of  steam  coal  have  about  all  the  tonnage  they  care  to 
handle  for  months  to  come.  Many  mines  are  now  turning  out  a 
large  percentage  of  lump  coal,  and  screenings  have  somewhat 
accumulated.  It  may  be  said  that  the  general  outlook  for  soft 
coal  of  all  kinds  is  regarded  as  favorable  for  the  ensuing  winter. 
Threshing  coal,  on  account  of  the  continued  warm  and  dry  weath¬ 
er,  has  been  in  very  fair  demand.  The  time  of  the  year  consid- 
eied,  cannel  coal,  too,  is  moving  steadily  and  shippers  report  a 
very  fair  demand.  On  the  whole,  there  is  a  better  tone  to  the 
market,  and  while  prices  are  no  higher,  there  is  less  disposition 
to  make  concessions. 

Coke  begins  to  show  improvement  in  demand,  and  manufac¬ 
turers  are  increasing  the  size  of  their  orders.  Crushed  coke  is 
also  receiving  more  attention  from  the  trade. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  that  the  anthracite  coal 
trade  shows  some  improvement  in  the  volume  of  tonnage  going 
forward,  but  there  is  no  betterment  in  prices,  which,  if  anything, 
are  weaker  in  certain  directions.  Yet  the  outlook  is  considered 
brighter  and  the  outlook  more  cheerful,  providing  the  carrying 
and  producing  interests  hold  together  for  a  little  longer,  as  all 
evidences  point  to  a  large  movement  of  coal  this  fall  and  winter. 
Orders  from  the  far  East  are  coming  in  more  regularly,  and  so 
far  that  territory  is  more  active  than  any  other.  Current  prices 
are  low  and  for  present  delivery  S3. 50  for  stove  is  being  made, 
but  is  refused  for  future  delivery.  Some  sales  agents  have  de¬ 
clined  business  for  forward  shipment  at  an  advance  on  those  fig¬ 
ures.  From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  market  is  somewhat 
bracing  up.  All  rail  business  is  now  considered  up  to  the  stan¬ 
dard,  but  is  still  somewhat  hampered  by  the  stringency  in  the  car 
service.  The  mines  are  being  operated  on  about  three-quarter 
time  and  it  is  believed  the  tonnage  will  exceed  the  4,000,000  ton 
allotment,  but  as  this  is  considerably  less  than  it  was  for  the 
same  period  in  1897,  't  should  put  the  market  in  fair  shape  for  a 
healthy  winter’s  business.  The  soft  coal  situation  at  the  sea¬ 
board  shows  little  change,  and  there  is  the  same  difficulty  as  re¬ 
gards  water  transportation.  Orders  for  coal  for  the  far  East  are 
coming  in  faster  than  they  can  be  cared  for  just  now.  Ports  on 
Long  Island  Sound  are  taking  large  amounts  of  coal  and  calling 
for  it  faster  than  the  vessel  supply  permits.  New  York  harbor 
business  is  also  fairly  active.  Transportation  of  coal  from  mines 
to  tide  is  poor  and  especially  so  on  the  Pennsylvania  R.  R. 
Greenwich  piers  are  badly  blocked  with  coal,  and  as  the  railroad 
is  enforcing  demurrage,  some  very  low  prices  have  been  made  to 
move  coal.  This  has  caused  considerable  trouble  to  concerns 
whose  coal  has  been  held  back  and  who  had  vessels  ready  and 
waiting  at  shipping  ports  to  be  loaded. 

Cincinnati  advices  are  that  rail  business  has  improved,  but 
there  is  still  much  complaint  of  scarcity  of  cars.  Prices  of  rivet- 
coal  have  advanced  and  there  is  a  firmer  feeling  in  the  market 
generally.  Retail  trade  shows  a  betterment,  but  the  factory  or 
steam  trade  shows  but  little  improvement.  A  number  of  the  coal 
elevator  men  are  complaining  that  their  steam  trade  is  growing 
less  and  less  instead  of  increasing  as  it  should. 

Our  Buffalo  correspondent  reports  an  active  demand  for  bitu¬ 
minous  P04I  and  some  movement  in  anthracite  at  unchanged 
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PRICES  F.  O.  B.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 

September  28,  1898. 

Broken  Egg-  Stove.  Nut 

Companies  Free  Burning 


White  Ash .  $3.65  S3.90  $4.15  S3.90 

STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . jS2.00-g2.50 

Buckwheat .  1.65-  2.00 

Rice . 1.30-  1.45 

AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 

White  ash . $5.00 

Pink  ash .  5-50 

Red  ash .  5.75 


The  anthracite  coal  trade  shows  some  improvement  from  last  week 
in  the  volume  of  tonnage  going  forward,  though  it  is  thought  that  prices  are 
no  better  than  they  were  and  if  any  thing  manifest  greater  weakness  in  some 
directions.  The  outlook,  however,  is  bright,  and  there  is  no  doubt  if  the  carry¬ 
ing  interests  hold  together  a  little  longer  they  will  reap  the  benefits  antici¬ 
pated,  as  the  present  market  compares  very  favorably  with  past  years,  and  the 
indications  are  for  a  large  movement  of  coal  this  fall  and  winter.  The  far 
East  seems  to  be  the  most  active  of  the  various  consuming  territories  and 
orders  are  coming  in  with  more  regularity  than  they  have  been  doing.  Prices 
continue  low  andquotations  from  S3. 50  up  f.  o.  b.  New  York  are  still  being  made, 
but  this,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  is  not  on  future  business.  In  fact  some  of 
the  dealers  during  the  week  have  offered  business  at  an  advance  on  cur¬ 
rent  quotations  for  future  delivery,  which  we  understand  was  refused.  This 
would  indicate  that  the  market  was  hardening  somewhat,  though  the  effect  will 
hardly  be  seen  until  a  more  favorable  climate  prevails.  There  is  also  some 
coal  being  shipped  to  the  shoal  water  ports  to  take  advantage  of  the  low  ocean 
freights,  though  the  volume  of  tonnage  going  forward  on  it  is  not  up  to  what  it 
has  been  in  past  years  on  account  of  the  facilities  that  exi>t  for  all-rail  ship¬ 
ment  and  via  open  ports  and  rail  during  the  winter  months.  All-rail  business 
is  good  and  is  considered  up  to  its  usual  standard.  The  stringency  in  the  car 
situation  is  hampering  this  business  to  some  extent  and  it  is  thought  will  in¬ 
terfere  considerably  with  full  shipments  as  soon  as  tidewater  develops  any  ac¬ 
tivity.  Reports  from  the  West  are  that  the  demand  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  is 
improving.  The  mines  are  being  operated  in  about  three-quarter  time  and  it 
is  very  likely  that  the  tonnage  for  this  month  will  exceed  the  estimate  of 
4,000,000  tons.  This  being  considerably  less  than  tor  the  same  period  of  1897, 
should  put  the  market  in  pretty  good  shape  for  a  healthy  winter’s  trade.  The 
action  of  the  Board  of  Health  last  week  in  trying  to  evade  the  smoke  nuisance 
in  the  Greater  New  York  will,  if  enforced,  help  the  anthracite  trade  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  bringing  back  that  tonnage  that  went  over  to  bituminous  coal  in  the 
past  year  on  account  of  the  low  prices  named  on  it.  The  market  continues 
unsettled  as  regards  prices;  some  rates  are  reported  as  low  as  $3.50  f.  o.  b.  for 
stove  coal  and  the  other  sizes  in  proportion,  though  the  companies  are  holding 
to  about  $3.90  f.  o.  b.  and  $4.00  alongside. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  in  about  the  same  condition  as  re¬ 
ported  last  week.  There  seems  to  be  aconsiderable  quantity  of  old  orders  in  the 
market,  and  the  difficulty  is  with  the  water  transportation  apparently.  The 
far  East  is  placing  orders  with  the  shippers  in  most  cases  as  fast  if  not  faster 
than  they  can  be  taken  care  of,  and  after  delaying  these  orders  up  to  now,  ex¬ 
pect  shipment  on  them  at  once. 

The  Sound  ports  are  taking  considerable  coal  and  calling  for  more,  but 
are  not  able  to  get  the  vessels  for  the  amount  of  tonnage  that  is  called  for  at 
the  lowest  rate  prevailing. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  fairly  active,  though  not  to  the  extent  of  the 
territories  farther  east.  Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  very  poor  on 
most  of  the  roads,  and  especially  is  it  so  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  At 
the  time  of  the  change  of  administration  at  the  Greenwich  piers  there  were 
new  rules  and  regulations  put  into  effect  for  what  was  thought  at  the  time  to 
be  an  improvement  of  the  management  of  affairs  there,  but  it  has  permitted 
some  of  the  operators  to  ship  quantities  of  coal  to  loading  ports  without  having 
orders  to  take  care  of  it  as  it  arrives,  and  at  this  time  the  condition 
of  things  at  the  wharfs  is  very  bad,  being  blocked  up  with  loaded  cars.  The 
status  is  such  that  the  railroads  are  forcing  some  shipments  by  some  of  the 
operators,  and  this  has  had  the  effect  of  making  these  operators  put  their 
prices  down  to  very  low  figures  and  for  the  purpose  of  moving  coal  and  prob¬ 
ably  this  is  one  of  the  causes  that  brought  about  the  low  figures  that  have  been 
going  around  the  market.  This  has  perpetrated  an  injustice  to  those  concerns 
who  have  been  ready  and  desirous  of  disposing  of  coal  on  the  way.  but  which 
has  been  held  back  almost  entirely  on  account  of  the  blockaded  condition  of 
the  shipping  ports.  Indeed  cases  are  known  where  concerns  have  had  vessels 
waiting  for  days  without  a  car  within  several  hundred  miles  of  their  destina¬ 
tion,  although  the  same  concerns  had  on  the  way  to  shipping  ports  several 
thousand  tons  of  coal.  Car  supply  has  been  up  to  the  demand  of  those 
operators  not  causing  those  blockades,  though  the  railroads  are  more  stringent 
on  their  embargoes  to  yioints  off  the  main  line  roads. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  scarce  and  in  demand  and  freights 
inclined  upwards.  There  are  a  number  of  vessels  inquiring  after  off  shore 
business  in  preference  to  alongside  the  coast.  We  quote  current  rates  of 
freight  from  Philadelphia  as  follows:  To  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  60-65; 
Providence,  New  Bedford  and  the  Sound,  50-55;  Wareham  and  Newport,  75; 
Lynn  and  Newbury  port,  70-75;  Portsmouth,  Bath  and  Gardiner,  65  with 
towage  to  latter  port;  Dover,  100  and  towage;  Saco,  90  and  towage;  Bangor, 
75-80;  Baltimore  and  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  5  cents  above  these  rates. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  $1.60  to 
$1.75  f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia,  $1.25  to  $1.50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  51.65  to  $1.75 
on  the  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  52.10  to 
^2.20  on  the  higher  grades,  and  51-60  to  5i-75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

September  26,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  has  developed  little  new  business  during  the 
week,  in  fact  the  market  is  hardly  as  good  as  it  was.  Dealers  who  a  week 
or  two  ago  called  for  their  supplies  in  the  hope  that  the  cooler  weather  would 
start  up  a  demand  from  the  consumer  are  still  waiting  with  these  stocks  on 
their  hands.  There  has  been  little  laying  of  winter  stocks  comparatively 
by  the  householder  which  would  indicate  that  the  trade  this  year  would  be 
•pread  over  a  larger  period,  and  thereby  making  business  fairly  active  all 
through  the  winter  months.  Stocks  at  interior  points  are  reported  light  and  a 
fair  tonnage  is  expected  to  be  moved  in  this  direction.  The  season  for  this 
business  is  somewhat  later  than  usual  this  year  which,  however,  is  not  entirely 
caused  by  the  backward  market,  as  no  doubt  considerably  more  coal  would 
have  been  forwarded  to  these  points  if  it  were  not  for  the  shortage 
of  car  supply.  Orders  of  any  proportions  that  are  sent  in  are  only 
being  shipped  in  part  as  cars  can  be  secured  to  take  care  of  them.  This 
stringency  in  the  car  question  will  unquestionably  become  a  factor  later  on, 
it  looks  as  though  it  would  be  the  strongest  kind  of  a  restriction  on  the  ton¬ 
nage  going  in  certain  directions.  VVe  have,  for  some  months  past,  called  at¬ 
tention  to  the  importance  of  the  car  question  with  the  improvement  of  busi¬ 
ness,  and  judging  from  the  present  situation,  some  of  the  dealers  will  have 
reason  to  regret  their  delay  in  ordering  coal  until  the  last  moment  very 
shortly  if  they  are  not  already  suffering.  Trade  both  East  and  West  is  taking 
a  fair  amount  of  coal;  this  it  is  thought  will  now  continue  with  such  improve¬ 
ments  as  may  be  caused  by  favorable  climatic  conditions.  From  all  we  can 
learn  there  has  not  been  the  usual  quantity  of  coal  sold  ahead,  which  leaves 
the  bulk  of  the  fall  business  still  to  be  transacted  for.  The  companies  are  ap¬ 
parently  working  in  the  closest  of  harmony  and  every  evidence  would  go  to 
show  that  there  is  a  good  business  yet  to  be  done.  Prices,  though  weak  on 
some  coals,  are  well  upheld  by  the  large  companies  and  we  hear  of  no  cuts 
on  future  business. 

The  bituminous  market  continues  active,  orders  are  coming  in  quite 
freely  and  the  difficulty  now  seems  to  be  to  get  enough  vessels  to  handle  the 
tonnage  offering.  This  has  caused  considerable  delay  in  the  shipment  of  some 
orders  and  complaints  are  heard  from  the  consumer  on  this  account.  The 
reason  given  for  this  is  that  many  of  the  larger  class  of  vessels  have  taken  off¬ 
shore  business,  and  those  vessels  in  the  coastwise  traffic  are  greatly  delayed  at 
the  loading  ports  by  the  slow  transportation  of  coal  from  the  mines.  Shoal 
water  ports  are  calling  for  a  good  deal  of  coal  and  are  urging  prompt  ship¬ 
ments  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  low  ocean  freights.  Prices  so  far  have  not  been 
affected  by  the  better  demand,  in  fact  they  are  as  low  as  they  have  been  at 
any  time  during  the  season.  This  is  not  due  to  the  anxiety  to  take  new  busi¬ 
ness,  as  most  interests  are  looking  forward  to  better  prices  next  year;  but  from 
the  fact  that  many  shippers  allow  their  coal  to  accumulate  at  the  loading 
wharfs,  and  when  the  railroads  force  them  to  remove  same  to  prevent  blockad¬ 
ing  of  the  road,  they  are  compelled  to  cut  prices  to  a  point  where  it  is  an  in¬ 
ducement  to  the  purchaser. 

Transportation  is  very  slow,  though  it  is  said  that  the  railroads  have  prom¬ 
ised  to  remedy  this  shortly.  Car  supply  is  up  to  all  demands.  In  the  coast¬ 
wise  vessel  market  vessels  are  scarce  and  in  demand  and  freights  hardening. 
We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  as  follows:  From  Philadelphia  to  Boston, 
Salem  and  Portland,  60-65C;  Sound  ports,  50-550;  Wareham,  75c;  Lynn  and 
Newburyport,  70-750;  Portsmouth,  Bath  and  Gardiner,  65c,  with  towage  to  lat¬ 
ter  port;  Dover,  100,  and  towage;  Saco,  90  and  towage;  Bangor,  75-80. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

September  29,  1898. 

The  coal  situation  shows  little  change  from  last  week,  unless  it  be  a  diminu¬ 
tion  of  volume  owing  to  the  extremely  warm  weather.  This  has  a  positive  and 
important  effect  on  the  sales  of  coal  at  the  switch  yards,  inasmuch  as  the  ice 
and  coal  dealers,  who  have  orders  for  coal  on  hand,  will  defer  making  deliver¬ 
ies  in  order  to  rush  the  ice  business  during  such  weather  as  this,  but  when  a  cool 
day  comes,  half  of  it  will  be  spent  in  securing  coal  from  the  switch  yards  and 
delivering  it  to  the  consumer.  The  price  situation  shows  no  change. 

At  many  of  the  large  yards  standard  coal  is  sold  at  5  cents  per  bushel  on 
track.  The  quiet  demand,  together  with  the  large  supplies  coming  forward 
at  East  St.  Louis,  has  brought  qo-cent  coal,  standard  grades,  f.  o.b.  cars  East 
side,  into  vogue  again,  and  sizable  sales  at  this  figure  have  been  heard  of  this 
week. 

Anthracite  is  (juiet,  with  no  change  in  prices.  It  is  asserted,  however, 
that  the  amount  on  track  East  St.  Louis  and  in  the  yards  this  side  is  much 
smaller  than  usual  at  this  time,  and  difficulty  in  obtaining  deliveries  from  the 
East  on  account  of  car  shortage  is  complained  of. 

OMAHA,  NEH. 

September  29,  1898. 

The  coal  market  is  very  quiet.  The  weakness  of  anthracite  is  quite  notice¬ 
able.  There  was  a  time  when  we  looked  up  to  the  hard  coal  people  with  re¬ 
spect  and  acknowledged  their  superior  wisdom  and  far-sightedness,  but  our 
idols  are  shattered  and  we  must  confess  that  we  were  mistaken.  Common 
clay — that’s  all.  None  of  the  fancied  attributes  accorded  to  them  were  de¬ 
served,  and  we  are  obliged  to  reorganize  our  classes  and  put  Mr.  Hardcoal 
man  in  with  the  little  operator  of  a  country  coal  bank,  who  sells  his  coal  for 
any  old  price  just  because  his  neighbor  does.  Talk  about  associations,  why 
we  have  associations  in  the  middle  West  that  can  beat  these  Eastern  people 
out  and  out.  The  idea  of  a  September  market  lower  than  June  or  July.  What 
encouragement  is  there  for  summer  investments?  Oh,  no,  Mr.  Anthracite,  , 
don’t  you  show  yourself  on  the  banks  of  the  Missouri  next  summer  with  your 
sure  thing.  Try  the  “Wabash.” 

There  is  plenty  of  coal  here  now  for  this  season  and  low  prices  will  sell 
no  coal. 

Soft  coal  is  in  moderate  demand.  Some  local  strikes  in  nearby  fields 
have  somewhat  lessened  the  supply  and  have  caused  prices  to  stiffen  up  some 
on  certain  grades  of  domestic  coal.  I 

Steam  sizes  are  plentiful  and  buyers  have  very  much  their  own  way  as  to  ! 
prices. 
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In  a  general  way  there  is  perhaps  a  little  more  steadiness  in  the  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  market,  and  there  is  less  apparent  desire  to  sell  regardless  of  prices. 
The  month  of  October  ought  to  show  quite  an  improvement  in  the  demand  for 
coal,  as  there  is  already  a  much  better  inquiry  from  some  sections,  and  sales 
of  one  and  two  to  three  cars  were  more  frequent  during  the  week.  Yet  on  the 
whole  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  amount  of  the  new  business  placed  aggregates 
a  large  tonnage,  nor  is  this  to  be  expected,  considering  the  steady  continuance 
of  warm  weather.  What  is  required  to  create  a  strong  demand  is  a  real  cold 
snap  lasting  for  a  week  or  so,  which  would  not  only  bring  forward  a  good  in¬ 
quiry,  but  it  might  also  stiffen  the  market  to  a  sensible  degree,  as  it  still  feels 
the  effects  of  the  low  prices  made  in  July.  The  following  extract  from 
dealer  doing  a  large  business  in  Elgin,  Ill.,  to  a  Chicago  shipper  is  apropos: 
"Our  market  has  ‘busted’— dropped. 25  cents  a  ton,  and  some  dealers  are  pay¬ 
ing  back  25  cents  a  ton  on  all  orders  placed  since  July,  refunding  the  money 
of  which  they  robbed  the  dear  people.  Did  anyone  ever  hear  of  such  folly? 

I  have  robbed  nobody,  but  have  to  drop  to  the  fool  price.  Next  year  we  will 
sell  plenty  of  coal  in  the  summer— Hey!  These  retailers  are  taking  lessons  of 
the  jobbers.  Say,  wouldn’t  it  be  a  good  plan  to  ask  the  people  I  bought  coal 
from  last  year  to  pay  me  back  something?  Bah!  or  your  house  to  give  me 
back  40  cents  a  ton  or  I’ll  cry.’’  The  scarcity  of  chestnut  and  No.  2  chestnut 
is  causing  some  little  anxiety  as  to  the  supply  later  when  there  will  be  a  heavy 
demand  for  these  sizes.  Anthracite  coal  at  wholesale  is  selling  at  $4.50  to 
34-75  according  to  quantity,  and  the  first-named  figures  are  only  for  good-sized 
orders,  at  retail  quotations  range  from  35.50  to  $6.00  according  to  the  length 
of  the  haul. 

Bituminous  coal  in  a  general  way  already  shows  a  steady  growth  in  many 
directions,  necessitating  increased  production  at  the  mines  supplying  this  mar¬ 
ket,  but  many  of  them  have  been  debarred  from  increasing  their  output  to 
any  extent  on  account  of  the  growing  scarcity  of  cars,  which  is  being  keenly 
felt  by  western  coal-carrying  roads— fuller  reference  to  which  and  its  causes 
is  made  on  another  page.  Many  shippers  report  quite  a  little  spurt  in  the 
demand  for  threshing  coal  and  small  shipments  have  been  numerous  through¬ 
out  the  territory  tributary  to  Chicago.  Lump  coal  for  the  country  trade  con¬ 
tinues  to  pick  up  nicely.  Screenings,  on  the  contrary,  are  neglected  and  prices 
have  depreciated  accordingly.  Producers  of  Hocking  Valley  coal  have  re¬ 
scinded  their  order  in  which  they  notified  the  trade  that  the  price  would  be 
advanced  10  cents  per  ton— $2.50  to  $2.60,  Chicago,  in  effect  October  i.  The 
warm  weather  of  the  past  week  has  caused  some  falling  off  in  the  country  de¬ 
mand  for  coal  and  general  commercial  trade  has  been  much  lighter.  One 
shipper  remarked:  "My  orders  from  the  outside  have  declined  steadily  since 
Monday,  which  is  not  surprising  considering  the  July  warmth  we  are  now  ex¬ 
periencing,  and  I  look  for  no  reaction  until  there  is  a  marked  change  in  the 
temperature,  but  the  first  cold  snap  will  bring  with  it  quite  a  rush  of  business 
for  coal  of  all  kinds.” 

Coke  continues  in  moderate  to  fair  demand  for  manufacturing  purposes, 
and  some  little  crushed  coke  is  being  shipped  for  domestic  use. 
prominent  location 


CONNELLSVILLE,  PA. 

Septe.mber  27,  I8g8. 

The  Courier  says:  "The  coke  trade  last  week  forged  ahead  a  little  in  de¬ 
mand  production  falling  off  a  few  tons.  The  trade  is  practically  stationarv 
New  features  are  scarce  in  the  region  at  present,  in  view  of  the  few  improve 
ments  being  made  and  contemplated,  the  settled  strength  of  demand  and  the 
regularity  of  shipments.  The  Pittsburg  coal  strike  as  usual  does  not  affect 
the  Connellsville  region  one  way  or  the  other.  Coal  will  not  become  scarce 
and  even  if  it  did,  this  region,  as  the  past  has  proven,  will  not  enter  into  the 
shipment  of  coal  in  the  raw  state,  the  profits  of  coke  being  such  as  to  preclude 
such  a  trade. 

The  car  supply  is  still  tight.  The  feature  of  the  week  was  the  introduc- 
tion  of  60  new  individual  cars  into  the  region,  which  will  partlv  relieve  the 
strain  in  some  directions.  The  new  cars  were  built  for  Rogers,  Brown  &  Co 
coke  manufacturers  in  the  Pocahontas  coke  region.  The  building  firm  and 
the  purchasers  had  some  difficulty  after  the  completion  of  the  contract,  and 
W.  J.  Rainey  bought  all  the  cars,  which  had  been  brought  to  Mt.  Braddock 
where  they  are  being  painted  with  Rainey’s  name.  The  cars  are  as  high  as 
box  cars  and  have  a  larger  capacity  than  any  coke  cars  ever  brought  into  the 
region.  ^ 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption  are  as  follows: 

To  Pittsburg . $0.5B 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley . 1.10 

To  Cleveland,  O .  1  40 

To  Buffalo, N.  Y . 1.75 

To  Detroit,  Mich . ..2.10 

To  Cincinnati,  O .  1  75 

To  Toledo,  O . ....  '2.0a 

To  Columbus.  O . ’ 1.45 

To  El  (wood,  Ind . .....!..  ..2.25 

To  Louisville,  Ky . '  2  75 

To  Chicago,  Ill . '  2,25 


To  St.  Louis,  Mo . 82.00 

To  East  St.  Louis .  2  25 

To  Cairo,  Ill .  3  80 

To  jpiiec  III. . .■:;.':2.'26 

lo  Peoria,  Ill . 2.26 

To  Baltimore . 1.95 

To  Boston . 3^50 

To  Montreal,  Can .  3  91i< 

To  New  Yorie . ;;2!94 

To  Philadelphia . 2.15 


CINCINxNATI,  0. 

September  29,  1898. 

This  market  presents  very  little  change  from  last  week.  Business  gener¬ 
ally  is  quite  good,  and  nearly  all  the  coal  concerns  of  the  city  have  all  their 
horses  at  work  delivering  coal.  The  trade  is  principally  domestic  orders — 
that  IS,  orders  for  family  use.  The  factory  trade  is  not  what  it  should  be,  and 
a  number  of  the  elevators  are  complaining  that  their  steam  trade  is  growing 
less  and  less.  No  reason  is  given  for  it.  Prices  are  still  at  the  bottom,  but 
there  is  every  indication  of  an  advance  soon  in  the  retail  trade.  It  has  already 
taken  place  in  the  wholesale  business.  Shippers  who  have  been  holding  their 
coal  above  the  selling  price  of  4%  cents  a  bushel,  have  been  rewarded  this 
week  by  a  few  sales  at  4^  cents,  and  there  are  still  others  in  the  wholesale 
business  who  will  not  sell  for  less  than  5  cents  a  bushel  afloat.  The  retail 
price  is  stilj  ^2.00,  and  a  little  less,  a  ton  for  all  kinds  of  soft  coal  delivered. 
Anthracite  is  worth  $5.50  a  ton  delivered,  and  gas  coke  almost  any  price.  Rail 
business  is  much  improved,  and  at  least  one  concern  is  getting  all  the  cars  it 
wants  at  present.  Prices  range  from  S1.60  to  $1.75  a  ton  on  tracks  here.  Pitts¬ 
burg  coal  on  tracks  here  sells  for  $1.50  a  ton.  There  was  a  disappointing  rise 
out  of  the  Kanawha  river  during  the  week.  It  was  thought  at  first  that  all  the 
coal  loaded  in  the  Kanawha  would  be  marketed  on  the  tide,  but  the  rise  fiz¬ 
zled  out  and  only  a  few  flats  were  brought  to  market.  Several  steamboats 
came  down  to  take  back  tows  of  emptv  barges.  The  entire  Kanawha  river  is 
now  slackwatered,  and  full  loaded  barges  of  coal  can  be  brought  down  to 
Point  Pleasant  any  time  of  year.  The  last  of  the  series  of  locks  and  dams  was 
completed  a  few  weeks  ago.  This  will  be  a  great  factor  in  the  coal  trade  of 
this  city  in  the  future.  The  coal  and  other  steamboat  men  are  now  after  the 
Government  to  build  a  dam  at  Cincinnati  in  the  Ohio  river  to  give  this  city  a 
harbor  all  the  year  round.  It  will  benefit  many  persons  and  companies. 

WHEELEVG,  W.  VA. 


BOSTON,  MASS. 


September  28,  1898. 

There  is  yet  a  quiet  demand  noted  for  anthracite  coal,  with  the  companies 
cutting  prices  somewhat.  Supplies  yet  appear  to  be  largely  in  excess  of  the 
wants  of  the  trade,  although  with  the  advance  of  the  season  the  demand  will 
increase.  Freights  are  firmer,  the  rate  from  Philadelphia  being  quoted  at 
50@65c,  with  Baltimore  at  70c,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  at  70c  and  New 
York  at  50.  Quotations  for  stove  f.  o.  b.  are  33.75(^3.85  at  New  York  with  egg 
and  chestnut  at  33.50^^3.60,  and  broken  at  $2.2S&,3.3S.  Lykens  Valiev  stove  is 
quoted  at  $5.10. 

There  is  much  better  demand  at  retail  with  no  change  in  prices  Stove 
lehvered  is  selling  at  35:  egg  and  nut  at  34.75:  furnace,  34.50;  pea,  33  w 
Franklin,  36.50;  Cumberland,  33.  -  *>0  5  . 

Bituminous  coal  continues  quiet  with  prices  fairly  steady.  Prices  are 
juoted:  George’s  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Philadelphia,  31,75;  Clearfield 
ti.25@i.35;  Pocahontas  and  New  River,  f.  o.  b.  Norfolk  and  Newport  News’ 
>i.6s@i.75;  George’s  Creek,  Cumberland, at  Baltimore,  31.65. 

Pocket  prices  at  Mystic  wharf,  Salem  and  Newburyport  for  anthracite 
:oal  are  nominally  as  follows: 


Bkn. 

dard  white  ash .  4.60 

yee  white  ash . .  ^  cq 

ihamokin . 

-ykens  Valley . .  .  .  .  . 

The  receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  in  this 
nd  since  January  i,  compared  with  last  year,  have  been: 


Egg.  Stove. 

4.85  5.00 

4.75  5.00 

5.00  5.25 

6.10  4.85 

port  the  past 


Cht. 

4-75 

4.7s 

4.85 

6.25 

week 


— 1898— 

Anthracite .  86,827  1.284,680 

Hituminous .  26,232  1,300,013 

Receipts  of  Provincial  coal  at  this  port  since  Jan.  i  toot 


—  1897— 
Week.  Year. 
52.743  '.448,311 
52,322  1,102,507 
up  11,326  tons. 


September  29,  1898. 

So  far  as  trade,  demand  for  coal  and  operation  of  mines  are  concerned 
there  is  absolutely  no  change  from  the  conditions  noted  last  week. 

The  most  interesting  matter  in  coal  mining  circles  this  week  is  the  report, 
apparently  well  founded,  that  it  has  been  definitely  decided  to  form  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  all  the  coal  operations  in  the  New  River  Valley,  whereby  trade  may 
be  secured  for  the  region’s  mines  in  common,  production  may  be  limited  to 
the  demand  for  coal,  and  prices  regulated  to  suit  conditions  surrounding 
trade.  Thirty-eight  concerns  are  reported  to  have  agreed  to  enter  the  new 
company,  which  will  be  chartered  this  week  at  Charleston,  with  a  capital  of 
3250,000.  The  principal  office  will  be  at  Thurmond.  The  name  of  the  new 
concern  will  be  The  New  River  Consolidated  Coal  Company.  The  amount  of 
the  capital  stock  proves  that  the  new  company  will  not  absorb  the  property  of 
the  companies  composing  it,  but  will  merely  serve  to  regulate  the  business  of 
all  of  them. 

An  agreement  has  been  entered  into  between  the  miners  who  belong  to 
the  West  Virginia  Miners’  Association  and  the  operators  of  the  Kanawha  val¬ 
ley  whereby  wages  and  conditions  are  regulated  for  the  next  six  months.  This 
agreement  is  similar  to  that  which  has  been  in  force  for  six  months  past,  and 
which  has  proven  entirely  satisfactory.  The  West  Virginia  Miners’  Associa¬ 
tion  is  an  organization  which  includes  no  miners  outside  the  state,  and  which 
aims  to  secure  for  West  Virginia  miners  and  operators  trade  and  peaceful 
conditions  of  industry.  It  has  been  nurtured  by  the  operators,  who  have 
treated  it  fairly  from  the  start,  recognizing  the  laudability  of  its  aims. 


The  New  Chester  Water  Company,  Chester,  Pa.,  is  using  soft  coal  for  the 
boilers,  and  as  far  as  it  has  been  tried  the  company  is  satisfied.  There  is  no 
place  in  the  city  where  greater  care  is  taken  of  the  coal  pile.  The  coal  is 
weighed  when  it  goes  in  to  the  boiler  room  and  the  ashes  are  weighed  when 
taken  out,  and  a  record  is  kept  of  every  ton  of  coal  and  the  amount  of  energy 
that  has  been  furnished  per  ton  of  fuel  consumed.  It  will  take  some  time  to 
give  the  new  coal  a  fair  test.  If  it  is  cheaper  it  will  be  used,  otherwise  not. 
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BUFFALO,  >.  Y 

September  2q,  i8q8. 

The  price  of  bituminous  coal  and  the  (juoted  prices  for  anthracite  coal 
both  remain  unchanged. 

There  is  an  active  demand  for  bituminous  coal  and  the  condition  of  the 
trade  is  reported  as  much  better.  Prices  can  go  no  lower,  but  the  large  de¬ 
mand  has  not  yet  been  sufficient  to  bring  about  a  rise.  Quotations  are  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

For  anthracite  coal,  2,240  pounds,  delivered  free  on  board  of  vessels  at 
Buffalo,  prices  on  Mav  i  were;  $4.30  for  grate;  $4-55  for  egg.  stove  and  chest¬ 
nut:  retail,  within  the  city  limits,  2,000  pounds,  delivered  May  i,  $4.50  on  grate; 
$4.75  tor  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  and  $4  for  pea.  Blossberg  sells  at  $4. 

For  bituminous  coa',  2,000  pounds  car  lots  on  track,  Buffalo,  Allegheny 
region,  screened  lump,  $1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  $1.50;  run  of  mine,  $1.40; 
nut  and  slack  mixed,'$(.25;  slack.  $1.15.  Reynoldsville  region,  screened  lump, 
S1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  $1.60;  run  of  mine.  Si. 50;  nut  and  slack  mixed. 
Si. 30;  slack,  Si-20.  Pittsburg  region,  screened  lump,  Si-7o;  lump  and  nut 
mixed,  Si.6o;  run  of  mine,  Si-5o;  nut,  Si-5o;  slack,  Si.20.  Fairmont  region, 
screened  lump,  Si-7o;  lump  and  nut  mixed.  Si -60;  run  of  mine,  Si-SO!  slack. 
Si. 20.  Mercer  County  region,  screened  lump,  Si-6o;  lump  and  nut  mixed. 
Si. 50:  run  of  mine,  $1.40;  slack,  SmS-  Briar  Hill  region,  screened  lump,  S3-35: 
Cannel  coal.  No.  i,  S4- 

Coke  is  quoted  at  S3- 1 5  for  Reynoldsville  and  S4-05  for  Connellsville  per 
net  ton  in  car  lots  on  tracks. 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  September  24th 
aggregated  92,500  tons;  remaining  practically  the  same  as  for  the  two  pre¬ 
ceding  weeks.  The  shipments  were  distributed  as  follows:  Chicago,  40,750 
tons;  Milwaukee,  25,500;  Duluth,  11,800  tons;  Superior,  5,500;  Toledo,  1,200 
tons;  Lake  Linden,  2,650  tons;  Gladstone,  1,500  tons;  Algoma,  300  tons;  Man¬ 
itowoc,  3,300  tons. 

Freight  rates  were  as  follows:  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Toledo,  Lake  Linden 
and  Manitowoc,  25c,  and  Gladstone,  Duluth  and  Superior,  20c. 

The  situation  with  regard  to  anthracite  coal  shipments  from  this  port  may 
be  summarized  as  follows: 

Plenty  of  coal  is  being  mined  to  meet  all  demands  from  the  West.  Ship¬ 
ments  from  this  port  will  not  be  prevented  by  any  scarcity  of  coal.  The  key 
to  the  situation  at  present  is  found  in  the  condition  of  the  docks  in  the  West. 
I'hese  docks  are  well  supplied  with  coal,  and  have  no  room  available  for 
further  receipts,  except  as  coal  moves  out.  There  is  no  great  activity  at  any 
one  point  in  the  West,  but  the  aggregate  of  the  movement  from  the  docks  has 
been  fair,  and  there  has  been  a  good-sized  movement  of  coal  from  Buffalo  to 
take  the  place  of  coal  shipped  out  from  the  receiving  ports.  Just  at  present 
the  shipments  from  the  western  receiving  points  are  a  little  slack,  and  it  is  not 
expected  that  they  will  be  on  a  very  large  scale  until  there  is  cold  weather. 
This  slackness  of  the  movement  in  the  West  is  already  having  its  effect  in 
Buffalo,  as  this  week’s  shipments  are  lower  than  last.  There  is  no  prospect  of 
any  change  in  freights.  They  will  remain  at  20c  to  Lake  Superior  and  25c  to 
Lake  Michigan. 

Fortunately  for  vessel  owners  there  is  a  decided  tendency  towards  an  in¬ 
crease  in  the  freights  on  other  commodities  moved  by  lake.  The  ore  rate 
from  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  to  Lake  Erie  has  moved  up  5  cents  at  a  time 
from  50c  to  65c.  The  rate  on  corn  from  Chicago  to  Buffalo,  which  was  iXc 
ten  days  ago  and  has  been  i^c  and  i^c,  is  now  i^^c.  There  is  a  good  de¬ 
mand  for  ore  at  lower  lake  ports,  and  freights  would  be  still  further  advanced 
were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the  capacity  of  the  mines  to  produce  the  ore  is  not 
sufficient  at  the  present  time  to  meet  the  demand.  Old  stock  piles  of  ore  at 
mines  which  have  been  on  the  ground  for  three  or  four  years  have  been 
cleaned  up.  There  is  a  lack  of  labor  available  for  increasing  the  output  in 
the  mining  country.and  several  of  the  mines  have  lately  increased  wages  with 
a  view  to  attracting  an  additional  force. 

Confirming  the  report  above  given  of  the  condition  of  the  coal  docks  at 
the  receiving  ports,  the  latest  figures  from  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  show 
the  receipts  of  coal  at  the  close  of  August  to  have  been  about  300,000  tons  less 
than  last  year’s  total  receipts.  The  receipts  this  year  to  September  ist  were 
1,153,964  tons;  the  total  of  last  season,  1,471,195  tons.  The  capacity  of  the 
docks  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  is  practically  exhausted. 

There  has  been  great  interest  among  lake  men  during  the  past  week 
growing  out  of  the  chartering  of  lake  vessels  for  ocean  business.  J.  C.  Gil¬ 
christ,  of  Cleveland,  is  said  to  have  chartered  ten  schooners  and  barges  to 
parties  on  the  Atlantic  coast  for  use  in  the  West  India  trade.  There  is  also 
springing  up  a  demand  for  steamers  of  moderate  capacity  for  use  on  the  At¬ 
lantic  coast.  Whether  this  has  grown  out  of  the  heavy  purchases  of  merchant 
vessels  by  the  Government,  and  the  continued  use  of  a  large  tonnage  for 
transporting  troops  and  munitions  of  war,  or  whether  it  is  due  to  an  anticipated 
increase  of  trade  with  the  new  possessions  of  the  United  States  in  the  West 
Indies  on  account  of  removal  of  tariff  restrictions  on  trade  between  Forto  Rico 
and  the  United  States,  and  possibly  between  Cuba  and  the  United  States, 
does  not  appear.  The  fact  remains  that  quite  a  considerable  fleet  of  small 
vessels,  not  now  adapted  to  profitable  use  on  the  great  lakes,  have  found  char¬ 
terers  who  think  they  can  make  profitable  use  of  them  elsewhere.  In  the 
course  of  time  their  places  here  will  be  taken  by  large  steel  vessels,  but  at  the 
present  time  the  vessel  owner  rejoices  at  the  removal  of  even  a  small  part  of 
the  excessive  tonnage  now  available  here. 


DULUTH  AJiD  SUl’ERIOK. 

September  28,  i8g8. 

Coal  is  moving  out  of  the  h;ad  of  the  lakes  at  a  rapid  rate  now,  and  the 
season  is  approaching  its  busiest  period.  October  is  nearly  always  the  month 
of  heaviest  shipments.  Hard  coal  is  selling  at  about  $4-75.  Hocking  brings 
$2.25,  and  Youghiogheny  $2. 35. 

It  is  estimated  that  about  1,800,000  tons  of  coal  have  been  brought  up  the 
lakes  thus  far  this  season,  of  which  about  1,400,000  is  bituminous  and  400,000 
anthracite.  There  are  still  two  months  at  least  in  which  coal  can  be  brought 
up,  and  the  outlook  is  thit  the  stocks  here  will  be  very  heavy  when  navigation 
closes. 

N.  S.  Coffin,  secretary  of  the  Pioneer  P'uel  Company,  was  one  of  the  first 
coal  men,  if  not  the  only  one,  to  mike  the  trip  over  the  new  Fosster  branch  of 
the  Great  Northern  Railway.  He  found  some  excellent  towns  springing  up 
along  the  line,  an!  is  confident  that  a  prosperous  territory  will  be  opened  up. 


PUrTSBURU,  PA. 

September  29, 1898. 

There  is  a  growing  demand  for  coal  in  this  market.  The  mills  and  fac¬ 
tories  are  using  more  fuel  as  the  mines  are  now  pushed  to  get  out  ail  the  pro¬ 
duct  possible.  At  the  same  time,  the  prospects  are  that  there  will  soon  be  big 
requirements  from  the  lower  river  markets.  These  facts  are  making  the 
Monongahela  river  mines  disposed  to  seek  new  victories,  and  they  are  now 
preparing  to  inaugurate  a  strike  in  the  fourth  pool.  The  restriction  of  output, 
however,  has  had  no  effect  on  prices,  and  the  operators  are  not  particularly 
scared  over  the  prospects. 

In  the  railroad  district  trade  moves  along  in  about  the  same  old  way.  It 
is  stated  that  none  of  the  mines  are  making  anything  like  full  time,  the  best 
being  about  half.  While  cars  are  still  scarce  there  is  less  complaint  about  it, 
as  shippers  seem  to  have  nothing  urgent  just  now.  There  has  been  nothing 
like  labor  trouble  in  the  railroad  district  for  quite  a  long  while.  Prices  re¬ 
main  as  they  have  been  for  some  time  past.  River  coal  on  wharf,  iX-inch, 
3/^c  per  bushel ;  run  of-mine,  2^c;  slack,  railroad  coal,  82c  per  ton  at 

mine,  $1.07  f.  o.  b.  Pittsburg, 

A  somewhat  smaller  trade  in  Connellsville  coke  is  reported  this  week. 
It  seems  that  the  western  foundry  trade  has  fallen  off  most,  as  shipments  in 
that  direction  decreased  nearly  100 cars.  The  output  of  the  region  was  nearly 
3,coo  tpns  below  the  total  of  the  week  previous.  Shipments  amounted  to 
131,024  tons,  a  decrease  of  433  tons  compared  with  the  record  of  the  week 
previous.  Prices  remain  as  they  were. 

There  promises  to  be  a  big  coke  development  in  the  south  end  of  the 
ConneUsville  region.  The  Southwest  Connellsville  Coke  Co.,  whose  main 
offices  are  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  are  about  to  put  up  a  big  plant  of  600  ovens.  This 
company,  whose  product  is  consumed  by  the  Illinois  Steel  Co.,  has  over 
1,200  ovens  in  operation,  which  are  being  operated  at  full  capacity.  The 
Warden  tract,  a  good  body  of  coking  coal  located  near  Mt.  Pleasant,  is  to 
be  developed  by  W.  J.  Rainey. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

September  24,  1898. 

During  the  week  there  have  been  the  following  deliveries  of  coal  viz., — 
two  from  Washington,  7,650  tons;  three  from  British  Columbia,  11,068  tons; 
two  from  Oregon,  490  tons;  five  from  Australia,  1 1,351  tons;  one  from  Swansea, 
2,678  tons;  total,  33,237  tons.  Again  we  have  generous  arrivals,  keeping  up 
fully  wiih  the  amount  consumed,  and  leaving  untouched  what  has  already  been 
yarded.  There  is  very  little  alteration  in  the  situation,  and  prices  remain  un¬ 
changed.  Last  month  our  government  intimated  that  it  had  overbought  iise  f, 
and  sought  to  cancel  some  Honolulu  contracts  for  future  delivery;  since  then 
the  situation  has  changed,  and  they  will  now  doubtless  require  all  the  fuel  th.  y 
have  purchased.  This  aids  to  strengthen  the  market  for  the  present,  but  the 
general  outlook  for  the  future,  denotes  that  we  may  not  look  for  any  advance, 
as  the  coast  collieries  are  liberally  providing  us  with  all  our  needs,  and  early 
rains  which  we  may  naturally  expect,  will  assuredly  lower  freights  Irom  Aus¬ 
tralia  and  England.  We  have  had  free  arrivals  th  s  week  from  Australia;  the 
coal  is  being  delivered  direct  to  consumers,  it  having  been  disposed  of  months 
since.  The  Colonial  list  is  shrinking,  there  now  being  only  three  veraels  act¬ 
ually  due  from  there;  freight  quotations  for  future  loiding  show  a  decline,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  grain  harvest  promises  to  be  a  bounteous  one. 


Market  Review  continued  from  page  jyj’. 
prices.  Shipments  of  coal  by  lake  westward  for  the  week  ending 
September  24,  aggregated  92,500  tons,  distributed  as  follows; 
Chicago  40,750tons,  Milwaukee  25,500  tons,  Duluth  i  i,8ootons,  Su¬ 
perior  5,500  tons, Toledo  i,200tons.  Lake  Linden  2,650tons,Manito-' 
woc  3,300  tons,  Gladstone  i,500tonsand  Algoma 300tons.  Freight 
rates  were  25  cents  to  Lake  Michigan  ports  and  20  cents  to  Superior 
ports.  -Shipments  from  Buffalo  will  not  be  prevented  by  any 
scarcity  of  coal.  The  key  to  the  situation  at  present  if  found  in  the 
condition  of  the  docks  in  the  West  These  are  well  supplied 
with  coal,  and  have  no  space  available  for  further  receipts  except 
as  coal  moves  out. 

Omaha  advices  are  that  the  coal  market  is  very  quiet.  The 
weakness  in  anthracite  ;s  quite  noticeable.  There  is  plenty  of  it 
there  for  this  season  and  low  prices  do  not  appear  to  move  it. 
Soft  coal  is  in  moderate  demand  and  local  strikes  in  nearly  all 
fields  have  stiffened  prices  on  some  grades  of  domestic  coal. 

Our  West  Virginia  correspondent  reports  no  changes  in  con¬ 
ditions  as  regards  demand  for  coal,  and  operations  at  mines  from 
those  noted  last  week.  Thirty-eight  mining  companies  in  the 
New  River  Valley  have  united  in  forming  the  New  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  Co.,  with  a  capital  of  $250,000,  through  which  their 
tonnage,  etc.,  will  be  regulated.  The  company  is  incorporated, 
and  the  principal  offices  will  be  in  Thurmond. 

Pittsburg  advices  are  that  demand  for  coal  is  increasing. 
Mills  and  factories  are  using  more  fuel,  and  mines  supplying 
them  are  being  pushed.  A  strike  in  the  Fourth  pool  is  now  being 
inaugurated  by  the  miners’  officials.  The  railroad  mines  are 
working  about  half  time, 

St.  Louis  advices  are  that  the  extremely  warm  weather  has 
greatly  diminished  the  demand  for  coal  at  the  switch  yards;  in 
other  respects  the  market  there  is  unchanged.  Stocks  of  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  at  blast  St.  Louis  are  smaller  than  usual  at  this  time  of 
the  year. 
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ON  THE  WING. 


Mr.  E.  G.  Collins  is  now  the  authorized  agent  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  of  the 
P.  R.  Rudd  Coal  Co.,  a  corporation  of  West  V^irginia. 

»  * 

Mr.  John  J.  Rhodes,  Northwestern  sales  agent  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal 
Co.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  was  a  visitor  in  Chicago  this  week. 

* 

«  * 

It  is  reported  that  the  Marsten  &  Converse  Coal  Co.,  of  Boston,  made  an 
assignment  on  the  26th  instant.  Liabilities  are  said  to  be  about  $65,000. 

* 

*  * 

W.  B.  Sneathen,  the  Cincinnati  wholesale  coal  commission  man,  is  back 
from  California,  where  he  spent  the  summer.  His  family  was  with  him. 

iff 

The  Board  of  Education  of  Youngstown,  O.,  asks  proposals  for  fuel  for  the 
ensuing  year.  Bids  will  be  received  until  12  o’clock,  noon,  October  17,  1898. 

* 

*  jk 

Mr.  C.  S.  Morgan,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Lehigh  Coal 
and  Coke  Co.,  was  in  Chicago  during  the  week  visiting  around  among  the  coal 
trade. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Case,  sales  agent  of  the  Grafton  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  been  on 
the  sick  list  for  the  past  week.  Malarial  fever  is  the  cause  of  Mr.  Case’s 
present  affliction. 

*** 

A  new  Indiana  corporation  is  The  Hymera  Whitewash  Coal  Company  of 
Sullivan  county,  capital  $5,000.  The  directors  are  D.  P.  Cummings,  C.  M. 
Claik  and  W.  T.  Neal. 

*** 

The  C  &  O  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  building,  Chicago,  report  that  they  have  had 
an  exceptionally  large  tonnage  on  their  C  &  O  Kanawha  lump  coals  during 
the  month  of  September. 

*  ^ 

* 

Richard  Folsom,  vice-president  and  treasurer  of  the  Consolidated  Coal 
and  Mining  Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  returned  home  last  week  from  a  trip  to  Europe, 
which  was  made  partly  for  his  health. 

* 

*  * 

M.  E.  Lynn,  treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the  Queen  City  Coal  Co., 
Cincinnati,  was  recently  elected  a  director  of  the  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  receiving  next  to  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  any  director.  Some 
coal  men  have  friends, 

*  * 

Captains  W.  W.  O’Neil,  John  Moren  and  T.  J.  Wood,  of  Pittsburg,  were  in 
Cincinntti  last  week  attending  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Collier- Budd  Coal 
Co.,  of  which  concern  they  are  the  principal  stockholders.  No  changes  were 
made  in  the  directory. 

* 

*  ^ 

The  attention  of  dealers  is  called  to  the  illustration  of  coal  yard  supplies 
manufactured  and  carried  in  stock  by  the  Sackett  Screen  Company,  Fredonia, 
N.  Y.  It  will  be  noticed  that  this  firm  is  in  every  way  better  prepared  than 
ever  to  supply  the  demands  of  the  coal  trade. 

*  * 

Hon.  W.  S.  Fielding,  Minister  of  Finance,  Canada,  is  in  Quebec  to  insist 
on  the  abolition  of  the  duty  on  American  soft  coal  in  exchange  for  a  mutual 
privilege  enabling  the  Nova  Scotia  operators  to  ship  their  coal  to  the  New 
England  markets.  Apparently  the  measure  is  being  favorably  received. 

* 

Mr.  John  J.  Hayes,  Western  Union  building,  Chicago,  miners’  agent  and 
shipper  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  and  coke,  has  issued  a  very  neat 
calendar  card  for  October  and  November — one  month  on  each  side,  and  as  the 
cardboard  is  of  heavy  material  it  should  prove  durable  and  handy  for  de'k  or 
office  use. 

*  * 

♦ 

Mr.  T.  W.  Guthrie,  Secretary  of  the  Turney  &.  Jones  Co.,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  offi;ially  informs  us  as  follows:  “Mr.  S.  J.  B  idracco,  formerly  agent  of 
the  Turney  &.  Jones  Co.,  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  more  recently  traveling  sales¬ 
man  for  th  it  company  in  the  Michigan  territory,  has  severed  his  connection 
with  that  firm.’’ 

*  * 

Our  Duluth  correspondent  writes;  "The  Northwestern  Coal  Co.,  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  &  Reading  and  the  Pioneer  Fuel  companieshave  materially  increased 
their  dock  and  handling  facilities  at  Duluth  during  the  past  year,  and  the  in¬ 
creased  volume  of  coal  coming  up  the  lakes  this  season  has  been  handled  with 
the  greatest  care.’’ 

*  * 

Mr.  S.  W.  Little,  of  the  S.  W.  Little  Coal  Co.,  Evansville,  Ind.,  was  in  Chi¬ 
cago  this  week  and  made  a  pleasant  visit  in  the  offices  of  the  Black  Diamond. 
Mr.  Little  said  his  mine  was  recently  visited  by  that  well  known  Ohio  mining 
expert,  Andrew  Roy,  who  told  Mr,  Little  that  his  plant  was  one  of  the  best  he 
had  ever  inspected. 


The  Marmet  Company,  Marquette  building,  Chicago,  is  issuing  a  circular 
blotter  to  the  trade,  which  reads:  "One-third  cheaper.  The  high  price  of  an¬ 
thracite  coal  should  enable  you  to  sell  Cincinnati  gas  coke,  lump  or  crushed 
size;  write  for  prices.”  Wonderful  to  relate,  the  blotter  on  the  reverse  side 
has  good  absorbent  qualities. 


* 

*  ^ 

The  stockholders  of  the  Illinois  Coal  Mining  Co.  have  held  a  special  meeting 
at  Bloomington  to  increase  the  capital  stock.  The  stock  was  raised  fro.m 
$10,000  to  $16,000  and  all  the  new  stock  was  taken  by  the  present  shareholders. 
The  company  is  figuring  on  purchasing  the  Colfax  shaft,  and  the  proprietor  of 
the  latter  met  and  conferred  with  the  company  recently. 

* 

*  * 

The  Chicago  and  Eastern  Illinois  R.  R.  in  connection  with  the  Santa  Fe 
the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  and  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul,  has  is¬ 
sued  a  joint  proportio.ial  tariff  of  $1.20  per  ton  on  block  coal  from  Brazil,  Coal 
Bluff  and  Diamond,  Ind.,  respectively  to  East  Fort  Madison,  East  Clinton  and 
Savanna,  Ill.  This  rate  a  pplies  only  on  shipments  for  points  west  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  river  and  was  effective  Sept.  28.  Rates  from  intermediate  points  will 
not  be  higher. 

* 

*  * 

The  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Co.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  now  has  1,500  addi¬ 
tional  feet  of  improve!  dockage  at  the  foot  of  Louisiana  street,  as  the  result  of 
work  just  completed  by  the  Buffalo  Dredging  Company.  The  work  consisted 
of  building  solid  masonry  dock  and  dredging  the  river  so  as  to  give  a  depth  of 
19  feet  of  water  below  mean  low  water  level  for  a  width  of  200  feet.  Much  of 
the  dredging  was  done  in  solid  rock.  The  entire  dock  is  now  accessible  to 
lake  boats  of  the  largest  class. 

* 

*  « 

The  Flemington  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  44-46  Broadway,  New  York,  miners 
and  shippers  of  high  grade  West  Virgin!  1  bituminous  coal  and  coke,  have 
issued  a  neat  16-page  pamphlet  detailing  the  qualities  of  the  coal  from  the 
celebrated  “Pittsburgh  seam,”  which  is  claimed  to  contain  over  40  per  cent  of 
volatile  combustible  carbon  and  only  3  per  cent  of  ash.  Messrs.  Pynchon 
Woodward,  204  Dearborn  street,  are  the  sole  western  sales  agents  for  Chicago 
and  the  northeast,  including  the  head  of  the  lakes. 

*0. 

*  * 

When  China  finally  is  divided  among  civilized  nations,  or  American  or 
European  enterprise  gets  a  fair  start  in  the  benighted  land,  the  world’s  stock 
of  mining  products  will  be  erreatly  augmented.  For  ceituries  coal  has  been 
mined  in  China  in  a  primitive  way,  but  the  vast  deposits  of  metals,  including 
gold  and  iron,  believed  to  exist  have  scarcely  been  touched,  because  the  Chi¬ 
nese  people,  who  do  things  today  as  they  did  thousands  of  years  ago,  have  not 

appreciated  the  possibilities  of  development  of  their  country.  \ 

♦ 

*  * 

The  attention  of  our  readers  is  called  to  the  timely  communication  from 
Mr.  David  Rutter,  of  D.  Rutter  &  Co.,  Chicago,  in  regard  to  “Protection  of 
Shippers  of  Coal,”  and  the  Black  Diamond  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  other 
shippers  in  this  connection  looking  to  some  concert  of  action  of  all  coal  ship¬ 
pers  with  the  State  Legislature  at  Springfield  this  winter.  One  shipper  states 
that  a  modest  estimate  of  the  stealage  of  coal  in  transit  from  mine  to 

Chicago  will  amount  to  500  tons  per  day  on  all  soft  coal. 

* 

Mr.  J.  W.  Dawson,  for  the  past  eight  years  superintendent  of  the  K.  &  M. 
Ry.  has  retired  from  the  service  of  that  company  to  accept  the  position  of 
general  manager  of  the  Kelly’s  Creek  Mining  Company,  which  will  on  October 
ist  absorb  all  of  the  mines  on  the  Kelly’s  Creek  R.  R.,  which  gives  it  control 
of  four  separate  and  distinct  grades  of  high  grade  West  \’irginia  coals,  with  a 
daily  capacity  of  1,500  tons.  All  consumers  of  high  grade  coals  are  invited  to 
communicate  with  him  at  Mammoth,  W.  Va.,  before  entering  into  new 
contracts. 

* 

♦  * 

Mr.  Chauncey  Depew,  president  of  the  New  York  Central  R.  R.,  will  leave 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  5,  for  an  extended  trip  through  the  West.  He  will  go  as 
far  as  Omaha,  and  will  be  present  at  the  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition  there 
on  New  York  Day  (Oct.  8),  on  which  occasion,  as  president  of  the  New  York 
Commission,  he  will  deliver  an  address  on  “Commercial  Union  Between  the 
East  and  the  West.”  On  Monday,  Oct.  10,  Mr.  Depew  will  be  in  Chicago  and 
will  deliver  an  address  at  the  Auditorium,  and  be  the  guest  of  honor  at  a  ban¬ 
quet  in  the  evening. 

« 

*  * 

The  Committee  on  Railroads  appointed  by  the  Anthracite  Association  of 
Hazleton,  Pa.,  which  has  for  its  object  the  furtherance  of  the  anthracite  coal 
trade,  held  a  meeting  Sept.  23.  Alleged  discrimination  on  the  part  of  the  car¬ 
rying  companies  between  anthracite  and  bituminous  was  discussed,  and  the 
committee  decided  that  a  conference  with  the  presidents  of  the  various  rail¬ 
road  companies  will  be  the  most  satisfactory  manner  of  presenting  the  griev¬ 
ance.  A  letter  was  drafted,  which  will  be  sent  to  the  presidents,  asking  for  a 
conference  at  an  early  date. 
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The  serious  differences  and  contention  between  the  operators  and  miners 
at  Pana,  Ill.,  resulted  in  riot  and  bloodshed,  this  week.  So  serious  has  become 
the  situation  that  Governor  Tanner  has  ordered  state  troops  to  occupy  and  po¬ 
lice  the  town,  but  refused  protection  to  the  nun-union  colored  miners  at  w  nk 
in  the  mines  there. 

He  :k 

Mr.  E.  M.  Platt,  vice-president  and  treasurer  of  the  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio  Fuel  Co.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  and  spoke  favorably 
of  the  volume  of  business  to  the  west  and  northwest,  but  that  margins  for 
profit  in  either  anthracite  or  bituminous  coal  were  altogether  too  fine  for  the 
dockmen  at  the  head  of  the  lakes. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  I.  \V.  Copelin,  Toledo,  Ohio,  in  his  October  calendar  circular  says: 
‘‘It’s  a  small  thir)g,but  shake.”  The  small  this  is  a  miniature  sleigh  bell  secured 
to  the  card,  which  on  being  shaken,  “And  don’t  you  hear  that  bell  go  ting- 
aling  aling,  there’ll  be  a  hot  time  in  the  furnace,  stove  and  grate  if  you  use  our 
coal,”  etc.  A  unique  idea  and  well  carried  out,  Mr.  Copelin. 

* , 

*  * 

Mr.  Joseph  Martin,  general  manager  of  the  Parke  County  mines.  Rose- 
dale,  Ind.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  trying  to  secure  some  business.  He  said, 
—“Am  afraid  I  can’t  do  anything  in  your  city,  prices  are  too  low  and  your 
market  kinder  demoralized.  The  coal  business  has  come  to  a  pretty  pass 
when  producers  have  to  sell  at  so  close  to  cost  that  it’s  only  a  question  of  time 
before  a  receiver  steps  in.” 

* 

*  * 

The  record  of  coal  cargoes  on  the  lakes  was  broken  last  week  by  the 
cargo  which  the  steamer  Hendrick  S.  Holden  took  on  her  first  trip  out  of  Buf¬ 
falo  to  Duluth.  The  steamer  drew  17  feet  8  inches  of  water  and  took  a  load 
of  6,432  net  tons  of  anthracite  coal.  The  largest  previous  record  of  coal  car¬ 
goes  on  the  lakes  was  the  cargo  of  the  schooner  Polynesia,  Cleveland  to 
Duluth,  5,692  tons  of  bituminous.  Yesterday  the  record  for  grain  cargoes  was 
broken  at  this  port  by  the  new  steamer  Superior  City,  which  brought  in  190,- 
000  bushels  of  wheat  and  40,000  bushels  of  flaxseed,  the  whole  cargo  weighing 
6,820  tons. 

*** 

Mr.  R.  M.  Olyphant,  president  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  C  anal  Co. 
is  reported  by  the  Philadelphia  inejuirer  as  having  said  last  week:  “I  think 
the  coal  trade  situation  in  the  West  has  improved  and  that  conditions  in  the 
East  are  promising.  The  fact  that  stocks  are  very  light  in  the  East  makes  it 
pretty  certain  that  there  must  be  considerable  buying  this  fall.  A  spell  of 
cold  weather,  for  instance,  would  be  apt  to  stimulate  trade  greatly.  I  have  as 
yet  heard  no  talk  about  increasing  prices,  but  should  the  demand  for  coal  be¬ 
come  greater  than  the  marketable  supply  there  would  doubtless  be  an  advance 
in  prices.” 

♦  * 

Our  correspondent  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  writes:  “The  Youghiogheny 
and  Lehigh  Coal  Company  has  one  of  the  best  equipped  docks  on  Lake 
Superior  and  enjoys  a  large  trade  in  all  grades  of  coal.  A  year  ago  a  serious 
fire  destroyed  this  plant  at  West  Superior,  which  has  since  been  rebuilt  and  is 
one  of  the  finest  and  most  complete  for  the  cheap  and  rapid  handling  of  coal. 
The  Y.  &  L.  also  has  an  excellent  dock  on  Superior  Bay  with  a  capacity  of 
100,000  tons.  From  its  own  mines  at  Pittsburg  the  company  makes  a  specialty 
of  Youghiogheny  gas  and  steam  coal  which  it  handles  in  connection  with 
Hocking  and  other  soft  coals  as  well  as  anthracite.” 

* 

*  * 

Dr.  Roberts,  Chief  Sanitary  Superintendent  of  New  York  Ci  ty,  submitted 
a  report  on  the  soft  coal  smoke  nuisance  to  the  Board  of  Health  last  week  to 
the  effect  that  the  city  be  divided  into  inspection  districts  in  order  that  the 
nuisance  might  be  abated.  The  suggestion  was  adopted  unanimously  and 
twenty-seven  inspection  districts  were  created.  It  is  proposed  that  when  a 
case  IS  reported  by  one  of  these  inspectors,  notice  will  be  served  on  the  owner 
of  the  building  to  abate  the  nuisance.  If  the  order  is  not  obeyed  criminal  pro¬ 
ceedings  will  follow.  What  effect  this  will  have  upon  the  soft  coal  trade  is  yet 
to  be  seen.  No  doubt  a  test  case  will  have  to  be  made  before  there  will  be  any 
special  changes  of  the  use  of  soft  coal  in  the  city  limits. 

* 

He  He 

The  following  well-known  Chicago  coal  men,  Henry  Holverschied,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  and  Wm.  G.  Weigle  of  the  same  con¬ 
cern,  Wm.  Claus,  vice-president  Lincoln  Fuel  Co.,  and  James  McDonald  and 
E.  R.  Lightcap  of  the  Chicago,  Wilmington  &  Vermillion  Coal  Co.,  took  a  trip 
to  Wisconsin— “went  away  with  fish  on  the  brain  and  returned  with  salt  hor^e 
on  the  stomachl”  Oh!  but  they  had  a  lovely  time!  Traveled  all  of  twenty- 
three  miles  in  eight  hours,  from  Fifield  to  Pike  Lake,  over  a  magnificent  cor¬ 
duroy  road— sore  bones,  please  don’t  mention  it,  but  they'll  take  a  r  cushions 
next  time.  The  scenery,  too,  was  most  exhilarating,  and  at  times  superbly 
grand— burnt  pine  woods,  embellished  with  fine  specimens  of  black  stumps,  and 
here  and  there  a  lovely  pine  stick  re  ired  itself  sixty  feet  into  the  air.  How¬ 
ever,  the  boys  got  a  good  healthy  “tan”  and  secured  some  fine  fish,  but  were 
mighty  hungry  when  they  returned. 


It  is  rumored  that  the  Atlantic  Transportation  Company  has  chartered 
twenty  whaleback  barges  to  report  on  the  Atlantic  seacoast  on  November  1. 
They  are  now  on  the  great  inland  lakes  in  the  grain  and  coal  business.  This 
company  is  also  chartering  all  the  sailing  vessels  they  can  secure  east  at  65c 
to  Providence  and  75  cents  to  Boston,  for  account  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
Railroad  Company.  This  should  help  to  improve  the  ocean  freight  to  some 
extent,  and  it  is  thought  will  be  a  benefit  to  the  coal  trade,  as  these  whaleback 
barges  are  constructed  to  carry  freight  at  a  minimum  cost. 

* 

♦  ♦ 

Mr.  John  Perry,  General  Manager  of  the  Central  Coal  fSt  Coke  Co.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  has  donated  $25,000  to  the  Kansas  City  Boy  Orphans’  Home  in 
Westport  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  new  building  on  the  five  acre  tract  now 
occupied  by  the  home  at  Westport  avenue  and  Forty-third  street.  Mr.  Perry 
has  done  this  in  memory  of  his  wife  and  four  children,  Florence,  Sadie,  Kath¬ 
erine  and  Albert  Perry,  who  perished  in  midocean  July  6  by  the  sinking  of  the 
French  transatlantic  steamer  La  Bourgogne.  The  late  Mrs.  Perry  was  one 
of  the  woman  who  interested  Kansas  City  people  in  the  founding  of  a  home 
for  orphan  boys.  She  was  a  director  of  the  institution  and  the  first  president 
of  the  association  of  Kansas  City  women  who  bought  the  home  and  have  sup¬ 
ported  it. 

PROTECTION  TO  SHIPPERS  OF  COAL. 


Chicago,  Sept.  28,  1898. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Black  Diamond,  Chicago,  III. 

Dear  Sir— In  your  last  issue  I  notice  a  short  article  on  the  proposed 
action  by  the  legislatures  of  various  states  looking  toward  better  protection 
of  coal  shippers’  interests  in  coal  in  transit  on  railroads. 

The  first  fact  to  be  considered  by  all  parties  concerned  is  that  coal  is  just 
as  much  a  valuable  commodity  (and  should  be  treated  as  such)  as  sugar, 
coffee,  dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  grain,  etc.,  etc.,  and  entitled  to  the  same 
protection,  a  condition  no  railroad  at  present  admits.  No  railroad  will  con¬ 
test  for  one  moment  their  liability  on  a  receipt  or  expense  bill  for  100  barrels 
of  sugar,  or  50  bags  of  coffee,  or  a  case  or  car  load  of  boots  and  shoes  or  dry 
goods,  that  does  not  check  out  according  to  receipt,  or  that  the  invoices  in  the 
last  two  classes  have  been  tampered  with.  But  with  most  railroads  they  exact 
the  last  50  pounds  their  scales  will  show  of  coal  in  their  cars;  they  exact  a 
m  nimum  of  weight,  all  that  can  possibly  be  piled  on  the  car,  or  charge  a  ca¬ 
pacity  weight  no  matter  how  unjust.  The  expense  bill  shows  the  full  tariff 
rate  and  the  car  starts  for  its  destination.  So  far  all  is  square  and  straight. 
But  some  coal  is  wet  when  mined  and  between  mine  and  destina- 
ion  will  dry  out  from  1,000  pounds  to  3,000  pounds.  Again,  from  mine  to  des¬ 
tination  a  long  coal  train  will  make  many  stops  on  side  tracks.  Our  Chicago 
courts  have  practically  decided  that  it  is  not  stealing  to  jW  coal,  and  the 
country  man  follows  his  city  brother  and  every  train  is  lightened  by  several 
lumps  after  each  stop.  The  railroad  trainmen  know  the  company  don’t  care 
for  what  they  don’t  have  to  pay  for  and  they  stand  idly  by  and  see  the  thieves 
carry  off  their  loads.  Finally  we  will  have  our  train  at  Chicago,  we  will  say 
Well,  any  coal  shipper  will  tell  you  of  the  thieves  and  fences  on  all  roads  here, 
and  the  shortage  of  coal  on  the  team  tracks  from  the  railroad  billed  weights 
averaging  10  to  15c  per  ton  additional  cost  to  them  for  their  coal.  Now  I  have 
always  believed  that  a  coal  shipper  could  secure  in  a  high  court  a  judgment 
for  any  shortage  that  could  be  absolutely  proved  between  railroad  billed 
we  ghts  and  the  actual  weights  as  weighed  out  at  destination,  the  same  as  any 
other  merchant  would  be  paid  on  a  similar  claim.  But  why  not  take  an  easier 
and  more  just  way.  Some  railroads  allow  1,000  pounds  underbilling,  some  one 
per  cent,  some  nothing.  Make  the  custom  general;  all  railroads  allow 
i.ooo  pounds.  Fix  it  by  law.  This  will  cover  the  drying  out  on  most  coals. 
Then  have  the  state  legislators  pass  laws  making  the  railroads  responsible  for 
any  shortage  over  the  1,000  pounds.  This  will  compel  the  railroads  to  give 
coal  the  same  protection  they  give  to  other  property,  and  to  my  mind  be  more 
satisfactory  than  any  patent  car.  Some  of  our  fraternity  should  b?  willing  “to 
bell  the  cat.”  Yours  truly,  David  Rutter. 


“HELPS  IN  BRAZING.” 


The  Dixon  Crucible  Company,  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  h  is  published  a  little 
pamphlet  with  this  heading.  It  treats  incidentally  of  brazing  graphite,  the 
application  of  which  to  bicycle  tubes  prevents  the  adherence  of  the  spelter 
and  so  effects  a  saving  in  labor  by  making  unnecessary  the  filing  which  is 
otherwise  needful.  The  pamphlet,  however,  especially  treats  of  the  process 
of  brazing  by  the  dipping  method,  or  “liquid  brazing,”  as  it  is  called.  This 
brazing  crucible  is  described,  together  with  instruction  and  caution  in  re¬ 
gard  to  its  use.  Instructions  are  given  haw  to  build  and  set  the  necessary 
furnace,  time  required  for  brazing,  etc.,  etc. 

Injregard  to  the  economy  of  liquid  brazing  as  against  the  old-time  fire 
brazing,  the  following  is  quoted  from  a  well-known  bicycle  manufacturer: 

“\Ve  have  been  using  the  process  of  liquid  brazing  all  this  season,  but  at 
first  found  some  difficulty  in  keeping  the  spelter  at  the  proper  temperature. 
We  built  several  furnaces  before  we  succeeded  in  getting  one  entirely  suc¬ 
cessful.  The  one  we  have  now  in  operation  enables  us  to  do  as  much  work 
with  one  man  and  a  boy  as  we  were  able  to  do  before  with  five  to  seven  men, 
and  the  results  are  much  more  satisfactory.  We  figure  that  we  effect  a  sav¬ 
ing  of  $20  per  day  every  day  we  run  the  new  furnace.  Besides  requiring 
fewer  workmen  we  use  only  about  125  pounds  of  hard  coal  in  a  day’s  run, 
which  is  quite  a  contrast  to  the  expense  we  were  under  with  the  old  gas  fur¬ 
nace,  when  our  gas  bills  amounted  to  $250  per  month.  With  the  new  pro¬ 
cess  one  man  and  a  boy  can  turn  out  seventy-five  machines  in  a  run  of  seven 
hours.” 

This  pamphlet  is  of  interest  to  all  bicycle  manufacturers  and  others  who 
do  brazing.  It  is  sent  free  of  charge. 
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ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 

Membership  of  the  Coal  Dealers'  Association  of  lilinois  and 


Wisconsin . 372 

New  Members: 

Walter  &  Franzen,  Glencoe,  Ill.  Thomas  Mercer  &  Co.,  Brodl.ead^ 
Ignatz  Sweiger,  Glencoe,  Ill.  .  Wis.  3 

Total,  375 

Wholesaleand  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio.  579 

Membership  of  the  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Association . 177 

Membership  of  the  Indiana  Coal  Association .  83 


In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manifested  m  tne  severa. 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  is  the 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 
Interest  them. 


Mr.  F.  E.  Lukens,  who  has  been  recently  elected  secretary  of  the  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  is  highly  spoken  of  as  an  exper¬ 
ienced  coal  man,  and  fully  qualified  for  the  duties  of  this  important  position. 
During  the  past  few  years  he  has  been  connected  with  J.  W.  Ellsworth  &  Co., 
wholesale  coal  dealers  of  this  city,  and  for  several  years  previous  to  this  con¬ 
nection,  was  engaged  in  the  wholesaleand  retail  coal  business  in  Peoria,  Ill. 

President  DeLos  Hull  says;  “The  Association  was  never  in  better  shape 
than  at  the  present  time,  both  shippers  and  dealers  seem  to  be  putting  forth 
every  effort  for  the  promotion  of  each  others’  interests,  and  carrying  out  the 
principles  of  the  organization,  and  now  that  we  have  filled  the  office  of  Secre¬ 
tary,  I  would  urge  that  each  one  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  and  by  a  unan¬ 
imous  effort,  work  to  build  up  an  Association  that  will  be  a  power  for  the  bet¬ 
terment  of  the  coal  trade  in  the  great  States  of  Illinois  and  VVisconsin.’’ 

* 

*  * 

All  correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  the  Association,  1425  Monad- 
nock  Block,  Chicago,  Ill.,  in  order  to  have  it  receive  prompt  attention. 

* 

*  ♦ 

The  officers  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  are 
contemplating  a  call  for  a  meeting  of  the  Association  during  the  Peace  Jubi¬ 
lee  in  Chicago  next  month.  President  Hull  has  asked  the  advice  of  the  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee,  and  if  a  majority  of  them  decide  in  favor  of  it  the  call  will 
be  issued  at  once. 


HINTS  ON  BURNING  ANTHRACITE  COAL. 


"Most  people  who  burn  hard  coal  in  the  kitchen  range  and  in  the  basement 
furnace  have  a  great  deal  to  learn,”  says  an  old  railroader  in  the  anthracite  coal 
regions  to  a  New  York  Sun  correspondent. 

“They  don’t  keep  up  with  the  times  at  all.  They  burn  coal  like  their 
grandfathers  did.  Now,  that’s  all  wrong.  You  never  hear  of  old  and  ex¬ 
perienced  railroad  men  or  miners  in  the  coal  regions  burning  egg  coal  in  their 
cellar  heaters.  There  was  a  time  when  most  everybody  had  the  idea  that  that 
was  the  only  size  of  coal  to  burn  in  a  heater.  Egg  coal  costs  from  $4.75  to 
$5.50  a  ton,  according  to  the  distance  the  buyer  lives  from  the  mines.  Pea 
coal  costs  about  $3.15  per  ton.  Now  I  use  pea  coal  in  my  kitchen  range  and  in 
my  front  cellar  heater  and  I  save  a  good  deal  in  the  winter.” 

Being  asked  how  he  could  use  such  small  coal  in  a  large  cellar  heater 
he  replied: 

“The  secret  is  in  the  raking.  If  you  use  small  coal  in  your  cellar  heater 
and  rake  it  down  ton  closely  you  will  lose  your  coal.  That  is, all  the  fire  will  be 
likely  to  drop  through  the  grate  bars  into  the  ash  pan.  What  you  want  to  do  is  to 
keep  a  bed  of  ashes  on  your  grate.  Don’t  rake  down  your  fire  too  sharp.  The 
bed  of  ashes  you  keep  under  your  fire  will  prevent  the  hot  coals  dropping 
through  the  grate  and  it  will  also  protect  your  grate  bars.  A  great  many  peo¬ 
ple  who  use  big  coal  rake  down  their  fires  too  much  until  the  red-hot  coals  get 
down  and  then  they  wonder  what  has  warped  their  grates.  By  using  small 
coal  and  keeping  a  bed  of  ashes  on  the  grate  all  the  trouble  is  averted. 

“To  fire  a  cellar  heater  with  small  coal  takes  a  little  more  trouble  than 
with  big  coal.  In  using  large  coal  a  heater  may  be  charged  in  the  morning  to 
carry  all  day  until  evening.  When  pea  coal  is  used  the  heater  must  be  looked 
after  at  noon.  Sometimes  on  real  cold  days  the  fire  will  need  a  shovel  or  two 
of  coal  at  noon.  Other  times  it  will  not.  But  it  is  well  to  put  on  some.  This 
will  give  your  house  a  smooth  even  heat  all  day. 

“At  night  just  shake  the  grate  a  little.  Be  very  careful  not  to  rake  too 
hard.  This  will  keep  heater  dust  from  the  house  and  furniture,  keep  a  bed  of 
ashes  on  the  grate  and  give  you  plenty  of  draught  in  the  heater.  You  can  get 
as  much  if  not  more  heat  from  a  ton  of  pea  than  you  can  from  a  ton  of  egg,  and 
save  $1.50  a  ton,  which  is  an  item.  It  is  a  subject  worth  considering  by  house¬ 
keepers.  Most  everybody  knows  how  to  burn  pea  coal  in  the  kitchen  range. 
Don’t  rake  the  fire  too  hard.  A  good  free-burning  pea  is  better,  in  my  opinion, 
than  any  chestnut  coal.” 

The  discovery  of  fine  coal  lands  from  15  to  25  miles  from  Brush  Prairie, 
in  Clarke  County,  Wash.,  is  the  cause  for  much  activity  in  railroad  extension. 
The  Portland,  Vancouver  &  Yakima  Railway  has  two  surveying  parties  out 
laying  the  route  for  an  extension  of  twenty  miles  toward  Yakima  from  Brush 
Prairie,  the  present  terminus.  The  road  is  now  fifteen  miles  long,  reaching 
from  Vancouver  to  Brush  Prairie,  and  there  is  a  prospect  that  it  may  ulti¬ 
mately  be  extended  to  Yakima,  giving  the  people  in  southwestern  Washington 
a  transcontinental  service. 


COAL  YARD  SUPPLIES. 


The  accompanying  illustration  represents  a  few  of  the  coal  yard  supplies 
manufactured  by  the  Sackett  Screen  Company,  Fredonia,  N.  Y. 

The  goods  manufactured  and  carried  in  stock  bv  this  firm  comprise  coal 
screens,  chutes,  coal  bags,  bamboo  coal  baskets,  steel  coal  baskets,  scoops, 
shovels,  Otsego  coal  forks,  steel  coal  barrows  double  wheel,  common  wheel 
barrows,  Sheldon  pinch  bars,  etc.,  etc. 

The  chutes  are  made  of  sheet  steel,  tough  and  durable,  rolled  specially 
for  this  purpose  and  are  for  hard  or  soft  coal  as  may  be  specified,  and  any 
special  size  or  shape  can  be  made  to  order.  Sheet  steel  covering  for  wagon- 
box  bottoms  is  being  used  quite  extensively  and  giving  good  satisfaction. 


The  firm  says;  “We  have  from  time  to  time  improved  our  chutes  and 
screens  in  construction  and  material  until  we  believe  that  the  utility  and  dura¬ 
bility  of  the  goods  will  bear  us  out  in  the  statement  that  they  are  second  to 
none  in  the  market.” 

They  also  manufacture  a  plain  coal  screen  for  yard,  car,  pocket  and  bag 
use  which  is  built  of  the  best  of  material  and  thoroughly  well  bolted 
together. 

This  company  also  says:  “In  recommending  the  goods  we  manufac¬ 
ture  and  carry  in  stock  to  our  customers,  we  do  so  believing  them  to  be  the 
best  in  the  market.  We  base  our  opinion  largely  upon  the  many  testimon¬ 
ials  received  from  our  customers  and  upon  comparisons  of  goods  made  in  many 
hundred  different  coal  yards.” 

Further  information,  circulars,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  on  addressing  the 
manufacturers. 


The  Glenwood  Coal  Co.  at  Glen  Campbell  near  Punxatawny,  Pa.,  is  pre¬ 
paring  to  erect  a  string  of  coke  ovens  near  there  this  fall. 

The  directors  of  the  Westmoreland  Coal  Company  have  declared  the  reg¬ 
ular  semi-annual  dividend  of  3  per  cent  p  iyable  October  i. 

The  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburg  Railroad  has  made  a  traffic  alliance 
with  the  Pittsburg  and  Western  Railroad  by  which  the  former  gets  into  Pitts¬ 
burg,  and  the  latter  secures  a  connection  with  Western  New  York  points. 

The  W.  G.  Payne  Coal  Company  of  Luzerne  Borough  has  put  in  a  large 
pairof  aircompressors,  Corliss  engines,  cylinders  measuring  18x36  inches  and  air 
barrels  28x36  inches,  to  run  stationary  engines  and  pumps,  which  heretofore 
have  been  driven  by  steam. 

The  Eldon  Coal  Mining  Company  have  two  mines,  one  near  Laddsdale 
and  the  other  at  Shawville,  two  miles  south  of  Centerville,  Iowa.  The  Shaw- 
ville  mine,  now  named  the  Bellair,  was  opened  December,  1888,  and  has 
proved  to  be  a  valuable  piece  of  coal  land  for  its  owners.  The  mine  employed 
a  large  force  of  men,  who  are  given  steady  employment  almost  every  month 
during  the  year.  The  price  of  mining  at  Laddsdale,  which  is  machine  mining, 
is  75  cents  per  ton,  while  the  Shawville  miners  receive  90  cents.  Both  works 
are  thoroughly  equipped  with  the  best  machinery  and  under  the  capable  man¬ 
agement  of  W.  R.  Dunn,  have  been  very  successfully  operated. 

The  Taylor  Coal  Co.,  recently  incorporated  by  S.  T.  Slade  and  B.  F. 
Fleming,  both  of  Oskaloosa,  la.,  bought  200  acres  of  coal  lands  situated  about  a 
mile  north  of  the  Highland  Park  college  buildings.  The  purchase  was  made 
of  C.  J.  and  Louis  Hast,  and  the  consideration  was  $17,786.  Mr.  Slade  is  a 
capitalist  and  lives  at  Oskaloosa.  He  has  been  engaged  extensively  in  the  coal 
business  there.  All  his  properties  have  sold  the  greater  part  of  their  output 
to  the  N.  W.  R.  R.,  and  for  years  he  was  identified  with  the  Consolidation 
Fuel  company,  the  Northwestern’s  property  at  Muchakinock.  Mr.  Fleming 
is  president  of  the  Iowa  P'uel  Co.,  which  has  large  interests  in  Mahaska 
County. 

The  railroad  commission  will  investigate  the  reasonableness  of  the  joint 
rate  now  charged  by  the  Northwestern  and  the  Omaha,  and  also  the  joint  rate 
charged  by  the  St.  Paul  &  Duluth  and  the  Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  on  hard 
coal  from  Duluth  to  New  I'lm.  This  matter  came  before  the  commission  by 
a  resolution  of  the  commercial  union  of  New  dm  that  the  rate  was  excessive, 
being  $2.50  per  ton.  The  union  wants  the  rate  reduced  50  cents  per  ton.  It  is 
25  cents  more  than  the  rate  of  the  Northwestern  to  Traverse,  a  short  distance 
east  of  New  Ulm,  and  the  same  as  that  to  Marshall,  eighty  miles  west  of  New 
dm.  It  is  alleged  that  the  rate  to  New  dm  is  the  same  as  that  to  Madison, 
a  considerable  distance  further,  and  that  $2  per  ton  would  be  a  reasonable 
rate. 
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OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


Itnms  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interest 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


The  new  yard  of  the  Jonesville  (Wis.)  Coal  Co.  was  completed  last  week. 

*  * 

J.  Eitel,  of  Blue  Ash,  Ohio,  has  sold  his  coal  business  to  Wilson  McGrew. 


* 

♦  * 


ness. 


W.  H.  Rapp’s  new  coal  yard  at  Middletown,  Pa.,  is  doing  a  rushing  busi- 


Nelson  Norman  has  bought  the  coil  business  of  Chenevert  Bros.,  De¬ 
fiance,  Ohio. 


4: 

* 


Lewis  W.  Harris,  the  missing  Albany,  N.  V.,  dealer,  turned  up  saf  e  and 
sound  in  St.  Louis  last  week. 

* 

*  * 

!•'.  T.  Lyon  and  W.  S.  Herron  have  embarked  in  the  coal  business  at  609 
Washington  street,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

* 

Collett,  Bice  &  Co.,  Wdmington,  Ohio,  have,  in  connection  with  the  lum¬ 
ber  business,  engaged  in  the  sale  of  coal. 

♦  * 

The  contract  for  fuel  for  the  city  of  Beverly,  Mass.,  has  been  awarded  to 
John  Girdler,  who  had  the  contract  last  year. 

* 

4;  4c 

Wm.  H.  Aspinwall  &  Co.  have  purchased  the  coal  business  and  good-will 
of  Capt.  1.  P.  Fall,  of  South  Berwick,  N.  H. 

45  * 

A.  Hamdton,  manager  Penna.  Fuel  Co.,  of  Columbus,  was  in  Cincinnati 
last  Saturday  in  the  interest  of  his  company. 

* 

*  4: 

J.  H.  Oty,  of  Lockbourne,  Ohio,  can  be  added  to  the  list  of  retail  coal  deal¬ 
ers,  he  having  recently  embarked  in  the  business. 

4c 

4(  4c 

Mr.  E.  E.  Spaulding,  Nantick,  Mass.,  will  engage  in  the  coal  business  this 
winter  and  will  erect  a  large  coal  shed  for  that  purpose. 

4c 

4c  4c 

Harry  Murphy  has  reopened  his  coal  office  at  37  Main  street.  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa,  and  will  carry  a  full  line  of  hard  and  soft  coal. 

*  4c 

4c 

The  Empire  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Macon,  Ga.,  report  a  big  fall  tonnage 
for  their  company,  and  they  are  filling  orders  at  a  rapid  rate. 

4c 

4c  4c 

The  Saginaw  Ice  &  Coal  Co.,  Saginaw,  Mich.,  is  making  a  number  of  im¬ 
provements  about  its  buildings  across  the  Mackinaw  street  bridge. 

4c 

4:  4c 

The  contract  for  furnishing  coal  for  the  Norwich,  Conn.,  city  hall  has 
been  awarded  to  the  Edward  Chappell  company,  who  were  the  lowest  bidders. 

* 

4c  4« 

B.  J.  Darbyshire,  of  Sabina,  Ohio,  has  purchased  the  coal  interests  of  C.  L. 
Morrow,  and  Mr.  Morrow  has  purchased  the  coal  interests  of  Gray  Bros.,  the 
latter-named  firm  retiring. 

* 

4c  4c 

W.  A.  Stephens,  superintendent  of  the  Batavia  Challenge  Brick  Co.,  of 
Batavia,  Ohio,  has  equipped  himself  with  the  necessary  outfit  for  handling 
coal  and  is  now  engaged  m  the  business. 

4« 

4c  4c 

j.  C.  Sinclair,  vice-president  Thacker  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Kenova,  W. 
Va.,  sailed  from  New  York,  Sept.  17th,  on  steamer  Campania  for  Liverpool, 
Eng.,  in  the  interest  of  his  company. 

4c 

4c  4c 

F.  P.  Van  Winkle  has  purchased  the  coal  business  of  .Shelby,  Westbrook  & 
Co.,  York,  Neb.  Mr.  Van  Winkle  is  a  well-known  business  man,  and  his 
new  venture  will  probably  be  a  lucrative  one. 

4c 

4«  4c 

The  well-known  coal  firm  of  Stanbery  &  Stanbery,  Mason  City,  Iowa, 
closed  a  deal  with  the  firm  of  Warren  &  Co.,  of  Peoria,  111.,  whereby  they  be¬ 
come  the  sole  owners  of  the  Ft  Dodge  elevator  and  all  of  its  appurtenances. 

* 

4c  4c 

George  1.  Platt,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  has  entered  the  coal  business,  and 
will  soon  be  in  position  to  furnish  the  many  patrons  with  the  best  of  coal.  The 
site  for  the  new  yard  has  not  been  definitely  settled  upon  as  yet.  It  will 
probably  be  situated  on  River  street. 

4c 

4(  4c 

In  this  column  last  week  we  stated  that  the  Toledo,  Ohio,  Coal  Exchange 
had  decided  to  make  the  price  of  egg  and  nut  coal  the  same— ^^5  per  ton. 
This  information  was  slightly  incorrect,  as  the  prices  made  by  the  Exchange 
were  egg  and  grate  ^5  and  stove  and  chestnut  $5. 25. 

4c 

4c  4c 

The  Diamond  Coal  &  Coke  Company  has  decided  to  open  a  yard  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  where  it  can  sell  direct  to  the  consumer  without  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  the  middlemen.  Space  has  been  procured  on  Third  West,  between 
Second  and  Third  South,  and  L  Eyler,  the  veteran  manager,  has  been  secured 
to  take  care  of  the  business. 


^VESTERN  COAL  AM)  COKE  NOTES. 


A  five  foot  vein  of  coal  has  been  discovered  near  Albia  in  Monroe  County 
Iowa. 

It  is  reported  that  a  receiver  has  been  asked  for  the  Valley  and  Gulf  Coal 
Co.  of  Sparta,  111. 

The  coal  firm  of  L.  G.  Hupp  &  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich.,  has  been  incorporated, 
with  a  paid-up  capital  of  $10,000. 

Operators  at  shaft  of  the  Moweaqua  Coal  Co.,  Moweaqua,  Ill  are  brisk, 
over  too  miners  are  working  and  the  company  much  in  rear  of  orders. 

Many  western  roads  are  largely  increasing  their  supplies  of  coal  and  box 
cars,  big  orders  for  which  have  been  placed  during  the  past  ten  days. 

The  coal  operators  and  coal  dealers  of  Evansville,  Ind.,  are  endeavoring 
to  effect  an  organization  to  enable  them  to  obtain  better  prices  for  coal. 

Charles  J.  and  Louis  Hast,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  transferred  their  land 
north  of  the  city  last  week  to  the  Saylor  Coal  Company,  in  consideration  of 
$17,786. 

The  Board  of  Education  of  Milwaukee,  W is.,  has  decided  to  employ  a 
competent  coal  inspector  to  inspect  and  report  upon  all  coal  for  the  use  of  the 
schools  of  that  city. 

The  bituminous  miners  of  Indiana  are  signing  a  petition  to  State  Geolo¬ 
gist  Blatchley,  asking  for  the  appointment  of  Charles  Long,  of  Coal  Bluff,  to 
be  mine  inspector. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Northern  Pacific  will  extend  its  road  from  Gebo, 
Mont.,  to  the  Bridget  coal  mines  and  thus  open  up  these  mines,  which  are 
thought  to  be  more  valuable  than  the  Gebo  mines. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  the  coal  for  the  county  court  house,  jail,  etc., 
and  for  supplying  coal  to  the  county  poor,  has  been  let  by  a  committee  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  to  H.  A.  Cox  for  $2.73  per  ton. 

W.  C.  Creetmore,  who  operated  the  coal  mines  at  Galt,  Mo.,  last  year,  has 
again  leased  them  and  has  begun  operations.  It  will  take  about  ten  days  to 
clean  up  the  shaft,  pump  out  the  water,  and  get  things  ready  to  take  out 
coal. 

W.  T.  Chappell,  of  Saginaw,  Mich.,  former  president  of  the  Saginaw  coal 
mining  company,  which  was  sold  recently  for  $250,000  cash,  has  become  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  coal  possibilities  of  the  country  around  Alpena,  and  will  pros¬ 
pect  in  this  vicinity. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works,  Saginaw,  Mich.,  will  advertise  for  bids  for 
furnishing  coal  for  the  water  works.  This  action  is  taken  owing  to  the  belief 
that  there  is  some  collusion  between  the  local  operators  to  obtain  fair  prices 
for  coal  furnished  to  the  city. 

Work  on  the  coal  mine  of  John  A.  Etzold  in  Monitor  township,  just  out  of 
the  limits  of  West  Bay  City,  Mich.,  is  being  rushed.  The  shaft  is  down  about 
twenty-four  feet.  A  steam  engine  has  been  brought  to  the  grounds  and  is 
used  in  hoisting  clay  from  the  hole. 

Sealed  bids  for  furnishing  hard  coal  delivered  at  court  house  in  Mt.  Car- 
roll,  Ill.,  also  for  hard  coal  delivered  on  board  cars  at  depot  for  county  farm, 
will  be  received  by  the  purchasing  agent  for  county  at  the  county  clerk’s  office, 
Mt.  Carroll,  Saturday,  (October  8,  1898. 

In  Polk  county,  Iowa,  a  syndicate  is  being  organized  to  control  all  coal 
mines  of  the  state.  It  is  proposed  to  abolish  the  numerous  small  offices  of  the 
various  towns  and  reduce  expenses  by  maintaining  but  one  in  each  place,  thus 
enabling  them  to  pay  higher  wages  to  laborers. 

Lines  interested  in  carrying  coal  to  Iowa  and  the  West  are  trying  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  serious  reduction  in  the  rate.  One  railroad  is  threatening  to  reduce 
the  carrying  charges  from  the  Illinois  mines.  R  lads  having  no  in'et  to  the 
coal  fields  fear  lower  charges  from  Chicago.  All  were  represented  in  a  meet¬ 
ing  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Western  Trunk  Line  committee  last  week,  but 
no  definite  action  was  taken. 

There  is  a  scarcity  of  working  men  at  Ashland,  Wis.,  as  the  following  will 
show:  the  steamer  Negaunee  arrived  in  port  this  morning  with  1,800  tons  of 
soft  coal  for  the  Ohio  Fuel  Company.  The  captain  made  a  general  canvass  of 
the  city  and  was  able  to  procure  only  two  men,  at  50  cents  per  hour,  to  unload 
the  boat.  The  other  coal  companies  are  also  very  short  of  men.  Other  insti¬ 
tutions  also  claim  that  men  are  hard  to  find. 

At  Bay  City,  Mich.,  a  company  composed  of  Edgar  B.  Foss,  George  D. 
Jackson,  Wm.  J.  Conway  and  Fred  C.  Norris  has  been  formed  in  Bay  City  for 
the  purpose  of  engaging  in  coal  mining.  It  has  accjuired  leases  on  several 
hundred  acres  of  land  near  the  mouth  of  the  Kawkawlin  river,  within  five  miles 
of  Bay  City,  and  between  the  Grand  Trunk  and  Detroit  &  Mackinac  railroads. 
The  company  has  prospected  extensively,  and  have  a  rich  vein  of  coal.  The 
company  will  begin  mining  before  snow  flies. 

The  Rich  Hill  Coal  Mining  Company,  Rich  Hill,  Mo.,  has  purchased  the 
James  A.  Hill  land  comprising  942 acres.  The  entire  tract  is  underlaid  with 
a  vein  of  coal  four  and  a  half  feet  in  thickness,  85  feet  from  the  surface.  The 
product  will  be  taken  out  through  the  company’s  No.  15  shaft,  already  the 
largest  mine  in  the  West.  To  do  this  the  coal  will  have  to  be  pulled  over 
tramways  under  ground  for  a  distance  of  two  miles.  The  company  has  been 
trying  to  get  hold  of  the  land  for  a  long  time.  The  price  paid  for  it  is  not 
made  known,  but  it  is  estimated  at  $150,000. 

The  coal  mining  industry  around  Pittsburg,  Kans..  may  be  said  to  have  a 
decided  boom  at  present.  All  railroads  leading  out  of  Pittsburg  are  hauling 
more  coal  than  ever  before  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  preparations/  are 
being  made  for  an  extensive  business  this  winter.  All  shafts  in  the  district 
are  getting  ready  to  accomplish  the  greatest  hoisting  in  their  history,  and  the 
Mount  Carmel  company  has  a  very  large  force  of  men  at  work  completing 
their  No.  6  shaft,  west  of  Frontenac,  which  will  be  supplied  with  the  latest  ma¬ 
chinery  and  facilities  for  hoisting  large  quantities  of  coal. 
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j  No.  14  ] 

I  PORTABLE  ELEETRIC  SAFETY  LAMP. 

I  — 

I  A  new  portable  electric  safety  lamp  is  finding'  its  way  into  many  coal  min- 

i  ing  districts,  where  it  is  accepted  as  the  best  form  of  lamp  that  has  yet  ap- 

I  peared  for  certain  needs  of  the  miner.  It  can  be  carried  on  a  belt  or  in  the 

pocket.  A  dry  battery  is  used.  The  lamp  is  of  six-candle  power,  with  a 
■j  white  enameled  parabolic  reflector,  which  is  connected  to  the  battery  by  a 

I  flexible  cord.  It  gives  a  radiation  of  light  so  strong  that  by  its  ordinary  light 

,| 


print  can  be  read  one  hundred  feet  off.  The  lamp,  with  its  reflector,  can  be 
attached  to  the  hat,  or  any  part  of  the  clothing,  having  a  stick-pin  for  that 
purpose.  The  operation  of  the  light  is  so  simple  that  no  special  knowledge  on 
the  part  of  the  operator  is  required.  The  outfit  gives  a  brilliant  light  for  about 
twenty  hours,  at  a  cost  of  three  cents  per  hour.  A  great  advantage  of  this 
lamp  is  that  it  gives  very  much  more  light  than  the  ordinary  safety  lamp.  It 
is  likely  to  be  of  special  service  for  gas  inspector’s  work,  in  reading  meters, 
exploring  cellars  and  trenches,in  powder  mills  Sid  warehouses,  and  in  repair¬ 
ing  oil  and  gas  tanks. 


S.  C. 


- AGENT - 

Delaware,  Lackawanna  ^  Western  Railroad  Company’s 
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The  miners’  officials  of  the  Pittsburg  district  have  commenced  their  strike 
campaign  at  the  mines  in  fourth  pool  on  the  Youghiogheny  river  for  enforce¬ 
ment  of  the  Chicago  agreement. 

The  Catsburg  mine  belonging  to  James  Jones  &  Sons,  has  been  clearly 
proved  to  be  in  the  fourth  p;®)!  in  the  Pittsburg  district,  and  therefore  entitled 
to  be  worked  at  the  59-cent  rate. 

Fifty-four  men  were  entombed  in  the  Umpire  mine  of  Snowden,  Gould  & 
Co.,  one-fourth  of  a  mile  below  Brownsville,  Pa.,  by  an  explosion  of  gas  Sept. 
23.  Eight  dead  bodies  have  been  taken  out. 

The  coal  shipments  to  Salem,  Mass.,  are  increasing  in  number  and  size. 
This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  demand  for  winter  coal  is  being  made  by  house¬ 
keepers.  The  shipments  of  coal  for  manufacturing  purposes  is  also  greater. 

The  Pomroy  Coal  Com[)any  and  the  Providence  Coal  Company,  two  of 
the  biggest  coal  concerns  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  have  taken  out  a  contract  with 
the  Atlantic  Transportation  Company,  and  their  barges  will  be  no  uncommon 
sight  tied  up  along  these  companies’  docks. 

A  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  recently  incorporated  Glens  Falls  Coal 
Company,  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y,,  was  held  last  week,  when  the  following  officers 
were  elected:  President,  Thomas  S.  Coolidge;  vice-president  and  general 
manager,  James  \V.  Hunting;  secretary  and  treasurer,  J.  H,  I5urnham. 

Fire  entirely  destroyed  the  old  Munhall  tipple,  near  Homestead,  Pa.,  last 
week.  It  was  one  of  the  old  landmarks  about  Homestead,  but  had  not  been 
in  operation  for  several  years.  The  fire  is  supposed  to  have  originated  from 
sparks  from  an  engine  on  the  Union  Railroad.  Loss  $3,000,  partly  covered  by 
insurance. 

The  Maher  Coal  Company.  Blairsville,  Pa.,  are  getting  ready  to  develop 
the  coal  on  the  old  Samuel  Dixon  farm,  a  liitle  distance  from  town  along 
the  Indiana  branch.  An  entry  is  being  made  and  work  has  been  started 
on  a  side  track.  When  the  mine  is  ready  for  working  quite  a  goodly  number 
of  miners  will  be  employed. 

The  Norwegian  steamer  Uto  and  the  British  steamer  Leighton  have  been 
chartered  to  load  full  cargoes  of  coal  at  Greenwich  Point,  Philadelphia,  for 
\'era  Cruz,  Mexico.  This  is  the  largest  shipment  of  coal  made  to  Mexico  in 
bulk  so  far  this  year  and  presages  a  revival  of  the  coal  export  business  to 
Spanish-American  countries. 

M.  F.  Pickark,  formerly  superintendent  of  the  Coalbrook  plant  of  the  Mc¬ 
Clure  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  been  appointed  superintendent  of  the  I’nited  No. 
I  plant  and  also  the  No.  3  plant  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co.  He  has  assumed 
charge  of  the  two  plants,  Robert  Cook  having  assumed  charge  of  the  Coal- 
brook  plant.— Connellsville  Courier. 

A  large  Philadelphia  company,  through  J.  C.  Long,  of  Philadelphia,  has 
plirchaseci  the  large  coal  and  timber  tract  of  the  Josiah  Widdowson  estate,  sit¬ 
uated  in  Grant,  Pine  and  Canoe  townships, near  Indiana,  Pa.,  for  $60,000.  The 
tract  contains  800  acres.  It  is  stated  that  two  separate  companies  will  be 
formed,  one  to  cut  and  manufacture  the  timber  and  the  other  to  mine  the 
coal. 

The  preliminary  work  incident  to  the  construction  of  a  new  coal  breaker 
at  Olyphant,  Pa.,  to  be  owned  and  operated  by  the  Delaware  and  Hudson 
Canal  company,  has  been  commenced.  When  completed  it  will  replace  the  old 
Grassy  Island  colliery  which  will  be  torn  down.  The  coal  now  being  mined  at 
that  shaft  will  be  cleaned  at  the  new  breaker,  as  well  as  the  coal  from  a  new 
shaft  about  to  be  sunk. 


It  looks  as  if  the  sailing  vessels  which  have  been  largely  engaged  in  car¬ 
rying  coal  were  gradually  being  forced  to  the  wall  by  the  big  transportation 
companies  which  operate  by  means  of  tugs  and  barges,  and  this  has  quite  re¬ 
cently  been  brought  to  mind  by  the  fact  that  the  Providence  Coal  Company 
and  the  Pomroy  Coal  Company  have  both  contracted  to  have  the  bulk  of  their 
coal  delivered  in  barges. — Providence,  R.  L,  News. 

John  Jorden,  of  Massillon,  a  mining  expert  and  practical  coal  man,  has 
leased  over  3,000  acres  of  land  in  Rose  township  near  Carrolton,  O.,  for  Brew¬ 
ster  Bros.,  who  control  and  operate  extensive  coal  interests  in  Ohio  and  Mich¬ 
igan.  A  test  shaft  sunk  on  the  Shearer  farm  was  very  satisfactory  and  showed 
that  the  land  is  underlaid  with  a  four-foot  vein  of  No.  5  coal.  Two  car  loads 
have  been  taken  out  for  testing.  It  has  given  excellent  satisfaction  and,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Jorden,  is  a  first-class  domestic  coal  and  one  of  the  best  steam 
coals  in  the  state.  On  the  Casper  farm,  near  Morges,  the  vein  shows  a  thick¬ 
ness  of  about  four  feet  nine  inches. 


Conditions  in  the  lower  coal  fields  of  West  Virginia  are  not  as  brisk  as 
they  might  be,  despite  the  fact  that  the  winter  is  approaching  with  a  material 
increase  in  the  fuel  demand.  The  “Thacker”  district  is  independent  of  all 
others  in  that  section,  though  the  Dingess  country  is  much  in  the  same  gen¬ 
eral  condition.  Thacker  coal,  however,  is  especially  fine  for  steam  making 
purposes,  while  that  of  the  Dingess  country  is  more  of  a  general  fuel  variety. 
This  field  must  necessarily  never  reach  the  extent  that  the  Flat  Top,  Kanawha 
and  other  West  Virginia  coal  fields  have  attained  for  the  reason  that  on  all 
sides  it  is  surrounded  by  the  liveliest  competition  from  fields  that  surpass  it 
decisively  in  volume  of  output  and  possibilities  of  railroad  transportation.  The 
best  Thacker  can  ever  hope  for  is  a  substantial  recognition  of  the  merits  of 
the  coal  itself  and  a  corresponding  demand  for  it  for  purely  steam-making 
purposes.  There  has  been  considerable  difficulty  encountered  so  far  in  keep¬ 
ing  the  companies  in  operation  and  assignments  have  marked  the  advance  at 
nearly  every  step,  yet  there  is  now  every  evidence  of  a  permanent  recovery 
from  this  and  a  prosperous  future. 


MINE  OPERATORS, 
AGENTS  AND 
SALESMEN  ON  THE  ROAD. 


Hyatt’s  Telegraph  Code 

IS  A  MONEY  SAVER. 

Will  save  75  per  cent  on  Telegraph  Bills. 

SECOND  EDITION  NOW  READY. 

PRICE,  $1.50. 


This  small  sum  is  covered  in  a  very  few  telegrams. 

The  only  General  Code  ever  published  covering  Coal  and  Coke 

from  all  districts. 

For  further  iuroriuation  addretis  Cue  compiler,  ^ 


r>-  F*.  HYATTOr, 

DETROIT, . MICHIGAN. 


The  Delaware  &  Hudson  Coal  Company  now  has  1,500  additonal  feet  of 
improved  dockage  at  the  foot  of  Louisiana  street,  Buffalo,  as  the  result  of  work 
just  completed  by  the  Buffalo  Dredging  Company.  The  work  consisted  of 
building  solid  masonry  dock  and  dredging  the  river  so  as  to  give  a  depth  of 
19  feet  of  water  below  mean  low  water  level  for  a  width  of  200  feet.  Much  of 
the  dredging  was  done  in  solid  rock.  The  entire  dock  is  now  accessible  to 
lake  boats  of  the  largest  class. 

The  Toledo  Co-Operative  Association  has  closed  a  contract  with  George 
Schuller  for  the  supply  of  Lehigh  and  Jackson  coal  to  be  distributed  to  mem¬ 
bers  and  other  customers  of  the  society.  The  coal  will  come  from  W.  H. 
V'anee  &  Co.,  through  Mr.  Schuller,  as  the  producers  will  only  sell  to  some 
person  or  firm  having  a  yard.  The  society  will  attend  to  the  delivery  and  will 
open  bids  for  the  hauling  next  Friday  evening  m  Room  201  National  Union 
building.  It  is  estimated  that  about  1,200  tons  will  be  distributed,  to  start 
with. 

At  Pittsburg  there  is  a  big  shortage  of  coal  cars.  At  present  the  Pan¬ 
handle  has  but  30  per  cent  of  the  cars  needed  to  supply  the  coal  trade.  The 
freight  traffic  continues  very  heavy  and  there  is  a  shortage  of  cars  for  all  lines 
of  freight.  The  Panhandle  is  now  hauling  in  and  out  and  through  Pittsburg 
between  1,500  and  1,600  loaded  freight  cars  daily.  This  is  exclusive  of  the 
freight  handled  in  transferring  between  the  Ohio  Connecting  and  the  Pittsburg, 
Virginia  &  Charleston  and  between  the  latter  and  the  Allegheny  Valley.  This 
business  added  makes  the  daily  haul  of  loaded  freight  cars  over  2,000. 
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ANTHRAGITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  COALS 

ALSO 

BEST  GRADES  OF  COKE 


THE  CELEBRATED 


SOLE  AGENTS  FOR 

ELK  GARDEN 


DAVIS  COAL  AND  GDKE  GDMPANT,  . 

BIC  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  TKE 


SMITHING  COAL 


High  in  Carbon. 

^ow  in  Sulphur  and  Ash. 


Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


For  Ore  Smelters,  Foundries 
and  Family  Use. 


Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont,  W,  Va. 

SMITHING  COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 


No.  14.] 


The  Black  Diamond. 


SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


In  the  ten  years  from  1887  to  1897  the  output  of  coal  in  Texas  has  in¬ 
creased  from  75,000  tons  to  639,341  tons,  which  is  a  larger  comparative  increase 
than  in  any  other  southern  state  in  the  same  time. 

The  shipments  of  coke  over  the  West  Virginia  Central  and  Pittsburg  Rail¬ 
road  for  the  week  were  4,921.  tons,  and  for  the  year  to  that  date  were  170,833 
tons,  being  an  increase  of  40,050  tons  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of 
last  year. 

The  shipments  of  coal  from  the  mines  of  the  Cumberland  Georges  Creek 
regions  for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  September  17,  were  92,149  tons,  and  the 
total  shipments  for  the  year  up  to  that  date  were  2,906,333  tons,  an  increase  of 
149,689  tons  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  1897. 

The  shipments  from  the  Elk  Garden  and  Upper  Potomac  region  of  West 
Virginia,  which  are  transported  over  the  West  Virginia  Central  and  Pittsburg 
Railroad,  for  the  week  were  28,036  tons,  and  for  the  year  to  that  date  were 
828,357  tons,  being  a  decrease  of  1 1,133  tons  as  compared  with  the  correspond¬ 
ing  period  of  last  year. 

The  Davis  Coal  and  Coke  Company  of  Piedmont,  W.  Va.,  report  business 
improving.  They  are  arranging  to  open  a  new  coal  mine  near  the  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Junction,  a  short  distance  west  of  Piedmont.  Since  this  company  began 
operations  at  that  place  the  junction  has  become  a  thriving  village,  and  the 
post  office  called  “Savage”  does  considerable  business. 

One  of  the  best  indications  of  the  South’s  industrial  progress  is  the  marked 
increase  in  the  output  of  coal  from  its  mines,  an  increase  noted  yearly.  It  is 
coal  that  sets  the  factory  wheels  to  humming,  and  it  is  through  its  agency  that 
the  world’s  commerce  is  hauled  over  land  and  water.  It  is  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  item  in  the  industrial  problem,  and  a  large  increase  in  the  production  of 
coal,  therefore,  is  highly  significant. 

The  Reno  coal  field  in  Preston  county,  West  Virginia,  is  an  immense  tract 
of  the  undeveloped  product,  and  a  syndicate  of  wealthy  capitalists  will  spend 
about  a  million  dollars  in  opening  mines,  erecting  coke  ovens  and  building 
branch  railroad.  One  vein  is  eleven  feet  thick.  Mr.  John  Sling  of  Corry,  Jas. 
Guffey  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  are  among  the  princpals  connected  with  the  pro¬ 
ject,  which  is  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  Preston  Coal  and  Coke 
Company.  The  main  offices  of  the  concern  are  in  Philadelphia. 

Manager  L.  L.  Hawes  of  the  Central  Coal  Company,  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
in  a  recent  interview  in  regard  to  the  advance  in  price  of  coal,  is  reported  as 
saying:  "Owing  to  the  unprecedentedly  low  scales  of  wages  paid  the  coal 
miners  at  the  Territory  mines,  and,  in  fact,  all  over  the  country,  they  have 
combined  to  bring  forces  to  bear  upon  the  mining  companies' by  which  the 
latter  will  be  forced  to  pay  the  laborers  higher  prices  for  their  work.  The  con¬ 
sequences  of  this  will  be  a  raise  in  the  price  of  coal  to  $5. 50  instead  of  the  $5 
rate  now  in  vogue.  This  price  will  go  into  effect  on  and  after  Oct.  i.” 

The  Jellico  coal  field  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  one  of  the  richest  in 
the  whole  south,  Alabama  not  excepted,  and  some  of  the  finest  cannel  coal  in 
the  country  is  secured  in  that  same  territory,  is  again  said  to  have  been  dis¬ 
posed  of  to  an  English  syndicate.  British  capitalists  have  been  after  these 
interests  for  a  number  of  years,  but  the  owners  have  been  persistently  opposed 
to  disposing  of  their  properties.  Railroad  facilities  have  been  limited,  rates 
high,  and  the  demands  of  miners  often  more  than  could  be  met,  yet  the  field 
has  gone  ahead  in  development  until  it  is  now  one  of  the  most  desirable  in 
the  south,  and  one  whose  future  is  most  encouraging.  The  reported  price  of 
the  sale  is  something  rnore  than  three  and  a  half  million  dollars,  but  this  figure 
would  hardly  touch  it  if  the  sale  had  been  really  concluded. 
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NEILSOIM 

RED-ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

13ICKSOIT  &.  EDDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Office,  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  A*t. 

C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

AVOCA  ’’  (Pittston  District) 

“FRANKLIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 
LOUISE  ”  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &.  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

Mosbannon  and  Gimberland  Vein  Bitnminons  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Titie  Buiidine.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


XHEXXJRNEY  «St  JONES  CO., 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL  ' 

•  •  ■  •  OF  THE  ■  •  •  • 


CONGO  COAL 

Anthracite  and  Smithing;  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  No.  355  Dearborn  St. 

COLUMBUS.  O.  CHICACO,  ILL. 


FBiCK 

COKE. 


H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO. 


„  Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna. 

GENUINE 


Headquarters  for 


CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells¬ 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing  and 
domestic  purposes.  1 3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

Connections  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

Quotations  Freight  Rates  Pamphiets  o'ivine  fullinformation  promptly  furnished  upon  application. 
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Harrison 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years’ 
Service. 

1600 
machines 
in  nse. 


1315 
sq  .  ft.  in 
9  hours. 


Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 


Best  Combination  for  Mining  Operations. 

COMBINA¬ 
TION 
RECORD: 

17  years* 
continn- 
ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
(lonble 
shift. 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY,  ...  Chicago,  Illinois. 


The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 

ENGINEERS,  FOUNDERS,  MACHINISTS, 

CHICAGO,  U.  S.  A. 

DESICITERS  AlTD  BUILDERS  OF 

COMPLETE  TIPPLE-HOUSE  EQUIPMENT, 


DOUBLE  REVOLVING  SCREEN. 


Including  Shaking  and  Revolving  Screens,  Breaker  Rolls, 


LINK-BELT”  BREAKER. 


WEIGH  BOXES,  PICKING  TABLES  VENTILATING  FANS,  ETC., 

ALSO  MANUFACTURERS  OF 

THE  LUHRIG  PATENT  MACHINERY  for  Wash^ 
ing  and  Classifying  Coal,  Electric  Coal  Mining  and 
Haulage  Machinery,  Link-Belt  Elevators  and  Con¬ 
veyors,  Malleable  Iron  Buckets,  Shafting,  Bearings, 
Pulleys,  Friction  Clutches,  Rope  Sheavest  etc.j  etc. 


THE  JEFFREY  OHAIN  CML  nUTTINC  MACHINERY. 


All  Claims  Based  on  Actual  Results. 


Machinery  fully  covered  by  Guarantees 

The  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter  will  produce  from 
100  percent  to  150  per  cent  more  coal  than  the 
puncher  machines  under  the  same  conditions. 

COIYIPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


Electric  Chain  Coal  Cutter 


Electric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  Drills. 

Electric  Shearing  Machines, 
Air  Shearing  Machines. 


Electric  Ijongwall  Machines. 
Air  Longwall  Machines. 
Electric  Locomotives. 
Electric  Pumps. 


Manufacturers  Dynamos  and  Motors.  Compressed  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 

THE  JEFFREY  MFG.  CO.,  -  Columbus,  Ohio. 
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IN  THE  INTEREST  OP  THE  COAL  INHUSMiY 
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OFFICIAL  PAPER  OF  THE  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF 
ILLINOIS  AND  WISCONSIN— Secretary,  F.  E.  Lukens,  Chicago 
III.  THE  MICHICAN  RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCIATION  Secretary, 
James  T.  Eaman,  Detroit,  Mich.;  THE  WHOLESALE  AND 
RETAIL  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF  OHIO-Secretary, 
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SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE, 
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Single  Copies, . . 
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We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  mine  owners,  workers, 
shippers  and  agents,  if  they  will  kindly,  from  time  to  time, 
furnish  such  intelligence  as  may  be  of  public  interest  to  the 
coal  trade,  when  it  comes  under  their  notice. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 


According  to  the  Bureau  of  Coal  Statistics  compiled  in  these 
offices  the  receipts  of  anthracite  coal  by  lake  at  Chicago  from 
September  1  to  September  20  show  a  large  increase,  while  those  by 
rail  have  decreased,  but  the  receipts  by  rail  for  the  year  to  the 
latter  date  show  a  good  increase  over  those  of  last  year.  Ship¬ 
ments  of  anthracite  from  Chicago  for  the  twenty  days  of  Septem¬ 
ber  show  a  slight  increase  only  as  compared  with  the  same  time 
in  1897. 

The  receipts  of  bituminous  coal  from  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and 
West  Virginia  at  Chicago  from  September  i  to  September  20,  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  in  1897,  have  increased.  The 
general  receipts  of  Illinois  coal  at  Chicago  show  quite  a  decrease, 
the  falling  off  from  the  Southern  district  being  quite  heavy,  but 
the  increases  from  the  Northern  and  Plastern  districts  are  large 
and  from  the  Central  small.  Receipts  of  Indiana  block  and  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  both  show  increases  in  the  receipts.  General  ship¬ 
ments  of  bituminous  coal  from  Chicago  begin  to  show  quite  a 
gain. 

Coke  receipts  at  and  shipments  from  Chicago  from  Septem¬ 
ber  I  to  .September  20  continue  to  show  large  increases  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  same  period  last  year. 

Anthracite  coal  on  account  of  the  advancmg  season  begins  to 
show  some  little  revivification,  as  regards  new  business,  from  the 
general  inaction  which  has  characterized  the  situation  for  the  past 
two  months.  Still  orders  and  demand  generally  are  not  what 
they  should  be  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  most  of  the  ship¬ 
ments  from  dock  and  all-rail  coal  are  to  apply  on  e.xisting  con¬ 
tracts,  so  that  the  new  business  coming  in  does  not  amount  to  any 


jarge  tonnage  in  the  aggregate,  and  individually  it  is  small.  There 
is  quite  a  scarcity  of  car  coal  and  especially  so  on  chestnut  and 
smaller  sizes,  which  is  attributable  to  the  shortage  of  cars  in  the 
East.  Locally  there  is  an  abundant  supply  of  rolling  stock  on 
account  of  the  quickening  in  the  movement  of  grain  from  the 
Western  country.  The  absence  of  any  concerted  action  on  the 
part  of  the  producers’  sales  agents  acts  as  a  bar  to  any  improve¬ 
ment  in  prices,  while  the  comparatively  large  output  is  so  widely 
known  that  it  also  deters  dealers  from  buying  as  freely  as  they 
have  heretofore,  feeling  perfectly  satisfied  that  there  is  coal  enough 
to  be  had  when  they  require  it.  To  elevate  the  anthracite  trade 
and  increase  its  popularity  some  definite  and  concerted  action 
must  be  adopted  by  the  producers.  At  present  the  market  is  de¬ 
pressed  by  the  weak  feeling  which  obtains,  and  until  there  is  a 
radical  change  in  the  weather  there  will  be  small  chance  for  any 
betterment. 

Bituminous  coal  shows  a  steady  growth  in  the  tonnage  output 
and  marketed  all  through  the  Western  states.  To  be  sure  the  gain 
is  not  very  large,  but  it  is  regular  and  has  been  so  for  the  past 
sixty  days.  The  most  favorable  feature  of  the  week  has  been  the 
elimination  of  that  obnoxious  practice  of  rate  cutting,  and  some 
of  the  Eastern  roads  have  determined  to  stop  it  over  their  lines, 
the  result  of  which  is  that  there  is  a  slightly  stronger  feeling  in 
the  market,  not  only  locally  but  outside  where  Eastern  coal  has 
been  brought  into  competition  with  the  products  of  the  competi¬ 
tive  states.  •  Generally  throughout  the  West  there  is  an  improved 
demand  for  all  kinds  of  soft  coal — steam,  domestic  and  cannel; 
and  though  it  cannot  be  said  that  values  have  appreciated,  there 
is  apparently  more  effort  being  made  on  the  part  of  producers 
and  salesmen  to  obtain  better  prices.  This  enlargement  in  the 
distribution  of  coal  is  due  as  much  to  the  advancement  of  the 
season  as  it  is  to  the  material  increase  in  the  manufacturing  in¬ 
dustries  requiring  a  greater  consumption  of  fuel.  Taken  as  a 
whole,  the  outlook  is  regarded  as  very  favorable  for  a  large  in¬ 
crease  in  the  tonnage  of  bituminous  coal  generally. 

Coke,  though  by  no  means  active,  shows  a  fair  movement  for 
general  metallurgical  purposes,  and  many  shippers  report  a  bet¬ 
ter  inquiry  from  foundries  and  other  large  consumers.  Crushed 
coke  is  also  in  moderate  demand,  with  fair  prospects  for  improve¬ 
ment. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  that  while  business  in 
the  anthracite  coal  trade  has  fallen  off  somewhat  on  account  of 
the  reappearance  of  milder  weather  the  market  has  not  weakened, 
as  the  companies  realize  that  there  will  be  some  active  buying 
this  month.  Dealers  are  but  lightly  stocked  and  orders  now  be¬ 
ing  received  are  accompanied  with  a  request  to  forward  at  once. 
Lew  of  the  smaller  trade  have  more  than  a  week’s  supply  of  coal 
on  hand  and  cold  weather  will  soon  deplete  their  stock.  Orders 
from  the  far  East  are  coming  in  more  regularly  and  that  territory 
is  taking  the  greater  proportion  of  coal  just  now.  Prices,  how¬ 
ever,  do  not  improve  and  there  is  little  prospect  of  any  stiffening 
while  trade  is  so  backward.  As  yet  there  has  been  no  allotment 
of  tonnage  for  October  and  there  is  some  comment  as  to  what  it 
will  be,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  the  market  will  absorb  a  much  larger 
tonnage  than  it  did  in  September,  considering  the  amount  of 
stock  in  first  hands.  Chestnut  coal  for  the  West  is  in  short  sup¬ 
ply.  There  is  no  change  in  the  seaboard  soft  coal  situation;  or¬ 
ders  are  plentiful,  but  there  appears  to  be  a  lack  of  vessels.  Less 
coal  is  going  to  the  far  East,  but  Sound  business  is  good,  though 
the  advance  in  ocean  freight  rates  may  retard  it  or  cause  it  to  be 
deflected  to  other  shipping  ports.  New  York  harbor  trade  is 
quiet  but  steady.  Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  has  some¬ 
what  improved,  but  it  is  still  poor.  Car  supply  is  limited  and 
embargoes  are  rigorously  enforced. 

West  Virginia  advices  are  that  aside  from  the  perfecting  of 
the  organization  of  the  New  River  Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  there 
is  little  change  to  be  noted  in  the  coal  and  mining  situation. 
Heavy  shipments  of  coal  to  the  West  continue,  and  the  number 
of  loaded  cars  transferred  to  Ohio  roads  during  the  past  few 
days  has  been  nearly  up  to  the  average  of  August,  which  was  one 
Market  Review  continued  on  page  406. 
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»  29  LIBERTY  STREET,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

PRICES  F.  O.  H.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 

October  4,  1898. 

Broken  Egg.  Stove. 

Companies  Free  Burning 

White  Ash .  $3.65  $3.90  $4.15 

STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . 

Buckwheat . 

Rice . 

AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 


White  ash . $S-00 

Pink  ash .  5-50 

Red  ash .  575 


The  little  better  business  that  was  developed  in  the  anthracite  market 
with  the  advancing  season  has  fallen  off  somewhat  in  the  last  day  or  two,  due 
to  the  extremely  mild  weather  which  has  prevailed.  The  market,  however, 
has  not  weakened  any,  as  the  carrying  companies  fully  appreciate  the  present 
status,  and  realize  that  the  business  from  now  on  will  be  entirely  regulated  by 
the  climatic  conditions.  Dealers  are  carrying  practically  no  stocks  and  are 
buying  purely  from  hand  to  mouth.  When  an  order  is  sent  in  it  is  usually  ac¬ 
companied  by  instructions  that  unless  their  boats  can  be  loaded  at  once  they 
will  be  obliged  to  transfer  their  orders  to  those  piers  having  plenty  of  coal  on 
hand.  This  would  indicate  the  stringency  of  the  situation  in  the  retail 
trade  which  will  no  doubt  be  more  severely  felt  with  a  more 
active  demand.  The  amount  of  stocks  carried  by  the  dealers  continue  about 
as  reported  by  The  Black  Diamond  some  weeks  ago— 18  per  cent  of  their 
total  storage  capacity,  which  in  many  cases  means  little  more  than  a  week’s 
supply.  This,  with  the  better  demand  from  consumers,  is  bringing  in  small 
orders  from  day  to  day,  which  will  of  necessity  increase  in  proportion  as  the 
temperature  decreases.  The  far  East  is  taking  proportionately  the  most 
coal.  Orders  from  that  consuming  territory  are  commencing  to  come  in  with 
some  regularity — showing  considerable  increase  in  the  volume  of  tonnage 
moving  in  that  direction.  Prices,  however,  have  not  improved,  and  there  is 
not  likely  to  be  any  advances  or  hardening  while  the  trade  is  backward  and 
in  favor  of  the  dealer.  The  cuts  of  25  to  40  cents  are  still  being  offered  to 
prospective  buyers.  The  operations  at  the  mines  are  being  somewhat  in¬ 
creased,  and  as  there  has  been  no  agreement  as  to  tonnage  for  the  month  of 
October  there  is  some  question  as  to  what  the  output  will  amount  to.  The 
situation  is  rather  interesting,  and  is  attracting  a  good  deal  of  attention,  as  it 
is  doubtful  if  the  market  will  absorb  a  much  larger  tonnage  than  it  did  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  considering  the  amount  of  stock  in  first  hands.  The  figures  for  ship¬ 
ment  during  September  are  not  yet  to  hand,  but  it  is  thought  the  output  will 
amount  to  over  four  million  tons.  There’s  some  complaint  of  a  shortage  of 
chestnut  coal  by  those  concerns  having  western  outlets,  and  they  are  buying 
this  size  wherever  they  can.  Lehigh  egg  is  also  reported  scarce. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  tradeidoes  not  show  any  change  since  last  week 
in  the  demand  for  coal,  though  there  seems  to  be  no  lack  of  orders  in  the  hands  of 
shippers,  which  it  is  believed  should  be  sufficientto  keep  the  producers  going  for 
at  least  a  week  or  two  to  come.  The  chief  trouble  at  this  writing  is  the  lack  of 
vessels.  The  last  week  has  seen  all  the  sailing  vessels  taking  about  double 
their  usual  time  for  making  the  ordinary  trips  along  the  coast  and  this  is  one 
of  the  main  causes  attributed  to  the  short  supply  of  vessels  at  this  time.  There 
are  also  a  number  of  vessels  that  have  taken  off  shore  business  and  are  there¬ 
fore  out  of  the  market  for  the  present.  There  has  been  a  small  influx  of  ves¬ 
sels  returning  to  New  York  Harbor,  but  it  is  a  question  if  any  of  them  will 
reach  any  further  than  this  port. 

The  trade  in  the  far  East  is  smaller  than  it  was  last  week  and  the  demand 
is  not  quite  as  large.  Business  along  the  Sound  is  good,  but  is  halting  at  the 
advance  in  ocean  freights  of  10  to  15  cents  a  ton  that  has  taken  place  in  the 
past  few  days,  and  it  is  likely  if  these  advances  are  maintained  it  will  throw 
considerable  Sound  business  to  the  New  York  Harbor  shipping  ports  where 
barge  freights  are  at  a  minimum.  Some  rates  having  been  named  are  the 
lowest  yet  known  and  cannot  possibly  return  a  new  dollar  for  an  old  one  to  the 
barge  owners.  New  York  Harbor  trade  is  quiet,  though  a  steady  demand  is 
maintained  there. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  has  improved  from  what  it 
was,  though  it  is  still  poor,  and  shippers  are  not  able  to  calculate  within  a  cer¬ 
tainty  to  the  time  of  receiving  their  coal,  however  the  shortage  of  vessel  sup¬ 
ply  has  not  permitted  this  to  be  felt  as  much  as  it  otherwise  would  be.  Car 
supply  is  limited  and  the  embargoes  are  enforced  with  considerable  rigor  to 
shippers  of  the  main  line  to  foreign  roads. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  scarce  and  in  demand  with 
freights  showing  at  the  advanced  figures.  We  herewith  quote  from  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  Boston,  Portland  and  Gardiner,  70  with  towage  to  latter;  Salem,  70-75; 
Providence,  New  Bedford  and  the  Sound,  65;  Wareham,  Portsmouth  and 
Bath,  75;  Lynn  and  Newburyport,  80-85;  Dover,  i.io  and  towage;  Saco,  i.oo 
and  towage;  Bangor,  80.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  10  cents 
above  these  rates. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  $1.60  to 
$i.75f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia  $1.20  to  $1.50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  $1.65  to 
$1.75  on  the  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  $2.10 
to  $2.20  on  the  higher  grades,  and  $1.60  to  $1.75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


Louis  Schmidt,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  has  filed  a  bill  in  the  United  States  Cir¬ 
cuit  Court  at  Springfield,  111.,  against  the  Valley  and  Gulf  Coal  Company,  of 
Sparta,  111.,  and  others,  asking  for  an  accounting  and  appointm&nt  of  a  re¬ 
ceiver  for  the  coal  company.  It  is  represented  that  the  company  is  insolvent, 
but  if  properly  handled  and  managed  by  a  receiver  would,  in  the  course  of 
time,  pay  all  of  the  legal  indebtedness  of  the  company,  and  there  would  still 
remain  something  for  the  stockholders. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

October  3,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  still  continues  dull.  There  are  a  few  more  or¬ 
ders  coming  into  the  hands  of  shippers,  due  to  the  advance  of  the  season,  but 
the  business  generally  is  yet  far  from  being  satisfactory ;  and  while  it  is  usually 
expected  that  a  more  active  market  will  prevail  with  the  advent  of  the  fall 
season,  this  will  hardly  be  the  case  this  year  where  the  price  of  coal  is  to  re¬ 
main  stationary.  Dealers  and  consumers  realize  that  coal  is  as  cheap  today 
as  it  was  three  months  ago,  and  will,  they  reason,  be  a?  cheap  three  months 
from  now,  and  therefore  do  not  see  any  advantage  in  stocking  up,  as 
they  have  been  accustomed  to  in  past  years.  The  market,  therefore, 
today  is  entirely  on  a  weather  basis,  and  will  likely  continue  so  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year.  Dealers  are  only  buying  from  hand  to  mouth,  and 
though  their  stocks  are  reported  light,  are  not  disposed  to  order 
fresh  supplies  until  the  exigencies  of  their  trade  demands  it.  The 
companies  are  apparently  making  little  effort  to  sell  coal  at  present, 
realizing  the  folly  of  doing  so  until  the  demand  shall  warrant  it.  As  they  have 
now  tided  over  the  critical  period,  the  first  wave  of  cold  weather  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  bring  in  a  rush  of  orders  sufficient  to  keep  them  all  busy.  Trade  at  in¬ 
land  points  is  better  than  it  was,  dealers  are  waking  up  to  the  situation  that 
they  may  not  be  able  to  get  the  coal  when  they  are  in  need  of  it  later  on,  on 
account  of  the  car  stringency,  and  no  doubt  a  larger  amount  of  coal  would  be 
moved  even  now  if  there  was  a  full  supply  of  empty  cars.  There  has  been 
some  talk  of  an  advance  in  prices  for  October  ist,  but  no  doubt  the  various  in¬ 
terests  will  be  satisfied  to  realize  the  present  circular  for  the  balance  of  the 
year.  There  has  been  no  tonnage  agreed  upon  for  this  month  and  the  opera¬ 
tions  are  being  conducted  according  to  the  demands  of  the  trade,  and  while  the 
understanding  is  to  work  in  harmony,  it  is  very  important  that  the  tonnage  be 
kept  well  within  the  requirements,  as  an  excess  of  shipments  may  seriously  af¬ 
fect  prices  especially  with  the  close  of  navigation.  Prices  are  unchanged  and 
thfe  cuts  reported  of  15  to  25  cents  are  still  in  vogue,  though  these  figures  are 
held  down  to  present  deliveries. 

The  bituminous  market  continues  active,  most  shippers  having  enough 
orders  on  hand  to  keep  the  mines  going  for  some  weeks  to  come.  The  ship¬ 
ments,  however,  have  fallen  off  some  on  account  of  the  shortage  of  vessel  ton¬ 
nage,  which  has  hampered  the  movement  of  coal  a  good  deal  during  the  week. 
Consumers  along  the  Sound  have  placed  considerable  business,  and  are  urg¬ 
ing  for  prompt  shipment,  though  little  benefit  can  be  derived  from  this,  as 
ocean  freights  have  already  advanced  10  cents  a  ton.  This  will,  to  a  great 
extent,  convert  the  trade  from  this  territory  to  the  New  York  shipping  ports, 
where  this  business  can  be  supplied  with  barges  at  a  low  ocean  freight  rate. 
Line  trade  is  quiet,  and  prices  are  very  much  demoralized.  Transportation 
from  mines  to  tide  is  slow,  and  complaints  are  still  heard  of  on  account  of  the 
slow  arrival  at  the  shipping  ports.  Car  supply  is  only  fair,  and  embargoes 
are  being  enforced  on  shipments  to  foreign  roads.  In  the  coastwise  vessel 
market  vessels  are  scarce  and  freights  advanced  and  firm.  We  quote  as  fol¬ 
lows:  From  Philadelphia  to  Boston,  Portland  and  Gardiner  70,  with  towage  to 
latter  port;  Sound  ports  65;  Salem  70-75;  Wareham,  Portsmouth  and  Bath, 
80-85;  Dover  i.io  and  towage;  Saco  i.oo  and  towage;  Bangor  80. 


WHEELING,  W.  VA. 

October  8,  1898. 

Aside  from  the  prospecting  of  the  organization  of  the  New  River  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  Co.,  there  has  been  nothing  of  particular  interest  in  the  coal  and 
mining  situation  in  West  Virginia  the  past  week. 

Trade  generally  is  good.  In  the  local  market,  there  is  a  decidedly 
heavier  demand  for  both  coal  and  coke  from  the  manufacturing  industries. 
The  manufacturers  of  iron,  steel,  glass  and  pottery  all  have  good  trade  and  are 
running  their  plants  to  their  full  capacity.  These  lines  of  manufacture  are  all 
large  consumers  of  fuel,  both  coal  and  coke,  and  so  long  as  they  have  ample 
demand,  which  there  is  every  reason  now  for  believing  will  be  throughout  the 
winter  at  least,  there  will  be  a  good  call  for  coal.  The  demand  for  retail  coal, 
which  of  course  has  been  light  through  the  summer,  is  beginning  to  pick  up 
nicely,  and  the  mines  which  supply  this  demand  are  working  well  up  to  capa¬ 
city.  The  weather  is  hardly  seasonable,  the  heat  being  up  to  the  summer 
point  this  week,  but  this  will  not  last  long  and  the  middle  of  the  present  month 
at  the  latest  will  see  fires  burning  in  nearly  every  home  in  Wheeling. 

The  South  has  brought  out  heavy  shipments  of  coal  to  the  West,  and  the 
number  of  loaded  cars  transferred  from  West  Virginia  roads  to  Ohio  coal  car¬ 
riers  at  this  point  during  the  past  few  days  has  been  nearly  up  to  the  average 
of  August,  which  was  one  of  the  heaviest  months  of  the  year.  This  spurt  is  not  ex¬ 
plained  as  yet,  but  is  supposed  to  be  a  rush  on  the  part  of  a  few  Western 
dealers  to  fill  up  their  stocks  before  it  is  too  late  to  ship  by  water. 

The  New  River  Consolidated  Coal  Company,  which  was  described  last 
week,  completed  its  organization  last  Friday.  The  officers  selected  are:  J. 
Fred  Effinger,  of  Staunton,  president;  L.  W.  Nuttal,  of  Nuttalburg,  vice- 
president;  6.  C.  Kuback,  of  Stone  Cliff,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  board  of 
directors  elected  are:  J.  A.  McGufifin,  of  Sewell;  Samuel  Dixon, of  MacDonald; 
D.  C.  Boyce,  of  Qunnimont;  O.  C.  Kuback,  of  Stone  Cliff;  J.  R.  Seal,  of  Charles¬ 
ton;  J.  S.  Beury,  of  Beury;  F.  Howald,  of  Rush  Run;  F.  W.  Boone,  of  Boone, 
and  G.  H.  Caperto,  of  Fire  Creek. 

There  is  little  or  no  change  in  the  general  condition  of  the  larger  produc¬ 
ing  regions.  Fairmont  has  a  good  trade  in  both  coal  and  coke,  and  shows  some 
improvement.  The  West  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg  region  is  as  busy  as 
usual  with  every  coal  mine  and  coke  oven  working  to  capacity  and  shipping 
the  product  promotly.  The  same  can  be  said  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western 
region.  In  the  Kanawha  Valley  the  river  mines  are  running  full  and  the  rail 
shippers  are  doing  a  fair  business.  New  River  shows  no  change. 


A  high-speed  engine  has  been  received  at  the  new  Voge  coal  mine  at  Ed 
wardsville.  Ill.,  to  be  used  in  operating  the  electrical  machinery  which  will  fur 
nish  power  and  light  for  the  mine.  An  electric  machine  for  digging  coal  is 
being  put  in  the  mine  this  week,  operated  by  means  of  an  endless  chain  with 
small  picks  at  intervals,  which  is  capable  of  cutting  a  3-foot  wide  and  4-foot 
deep  swath  every  two  minutes.  It  has  a  capacity  of  200  tons. 


Nut 

S3-90 

$2.00-$2.50 
1.65-  2.00 
.  1.30-  1.45 
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The  Black  Diamond. 


CHICAGO  MARKET.  | 

New  business  in  anthracite  coal  is  only  moderate  at  the  current  prices 
east  and  west  of  Chicago,  but  dealers  are  not  buying  heavily  on  account  of  the 
uncertainty  of  the  market.  This  is  not  at  all  surprising  when  it  is  remembered 
that  since  the  July  open  rate  of  there  has  been  only  a  very  short  per¬ 

iod  of  reaction,  when  a  half-hearted  effort  was  made  to  establish  the  circular 
at  $4.75.  One  of  the  companies’  sales  agents  remarks:  “There  is  at  present 
no  regular  circular,  each  agent  apparently  makes  his  own  price,  and  the  mar¬ 
ket  is  so  uncertain  that  dealers  are  limiting  their  orders  as  much  as  possible 
to  their  actual  requirements.”  That  is  the  situation  locally  in  a  nutshell. 
Dealers  on  the  outside  are  buying  lightly,  that  is,  those  who  have  not  already 
made  contracts  for  supplies  for  the  season,  as  there  is  but  little  inducement 
offered  them  to  stock  up.  There  is,  however,  quite  a  large  tonnage  yet  to  be 
distributed  among  the  trade  which  'will  probably  make  a  steady  demand  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  sixty  days.  Retail  coal  begins  to  move  a  little  more  freely,  and 
as  prices  are  at  bottom  there  is  less  trouble  in  securing  business.  Some  re¬ 
tailers  report  orders  generally  as  being  somewhat  smaller,  while  others,  a 
minority,  however,  note  a  slight  increase  in  the  individual  tonnage  as  com¬ 
pared  with  last  year. 

Domestic  soft  coal  of  all  the  better  grades  show  a  steadily  increasing  de¬ 
mand,  and  Hocking,  Jackson  Hill,  Wilmington,  Indiana  block  and  similar 
coals  are  moving  more  freely.  This  increase  in  the  output  and  demand  for 
lump  coal  has  caused  a  corresponding  increase  in  screenings,  the  supply  of 
which  is  now  excessive  and  prices  have  suffered  accordingly.  Steam  coal  is 
beginning  to  feel  the  influence  of  the  greater  improvement  noticeable  in  man¬ 
ufacturing  and  the  outlook  in  this  direction  is  considered  good.  Some  of  the 
mines  supplying  this  trade  report  that  orders  to  apply  on  contracts  have  been 
increased  within  the  week  under  review. 

The  local  coke  market  is  in  fair  shape,  demand  though  moderate  is 
steadier  and  consumption  increasing  in  manufacturing  circles.  There  is  also 
an  improved  inquiry  for  crushed  coke  for  domestic  use. 

PITTSBURO,  PA. 

October  6,  i8g8. 

The  local  consumption  of  coal  is  better  than  it  has  been  at  any  time  this 
season.  Mill  operations  are  quite  active  and  a  great  deal  of  fuel  is  being  con¬ 
sumed  industrially.  The  domestic  demand  will  soon  be  a  big  feature  in  the 
trade.  Prices  remain  as  they  were,  with  river  coal  selling  on  wharf  at  3j4c. 
per  bushel  for  lump,  2^c.  for  slack  and  2X0.  for  run  of  mine.  Railroad  coal 
is  still  quoted  at  82c.  per  ton  at  mine,  $1.07  f.  o.  b.  Pittsburg. 

In  the  railroad  district  mining  operations  are  growing  less  as  the  close  of 
the  season  approaches.  This  year  the  railroad  coal  producers  have  had  a 
rather  hard  time  of  it.  The  season  has  lasted  six  months,  yet  the  total  ship¬ 
ments  will  not  be  much  more  than  the  aggregate  last  season  when  the  tirne 
was  curtailed  more  than  one-half  by  mining  troubles.  The  rail  shippers  hold 
that  Western  competition  is  each  year  further  restricting  their  market. 

The  strike  on  the  Monongahela  for  the  Chicago  agreement  seems  to  be 
extending.  One  of  the  largest  meetings  ever  held  by  the  river  miners  was  held 
at  Lucyville  in  the  fourth  pool  on  Wednesday  last.  It  is  stated  that  all  the 
mines  in  that  pool  were  shut  down  to  give  the  men  a  chance  to  attend  the 
meeting.  The  miners  passed  a  resolution  asking  all  to  come  out  for  the  Chi¬ 
cago  agreement,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  visit  every  mine  and  urge 
the  strike.  The  executive  board  of  the  organization  will  take  up  the  matter 
of  formulating  better  laws  for  the  safety  of  miners. 

The  coming  week  will  be  given  up  largely  to  the  festivities  attending  the 
Knights’  Templar  Conclave,  and  business  will  be  a  secondary  consideration. 
Numerous  publications  are  being  issued  by  leading  industrial  and  business 
concerns.  Harry  J.  Lawrence,  of  the  Johnson  Coal  Mining  Co.,  has  gotten 
out  a  vest-pocket  map  and  directory  of  the  city  for  the  use  of  visitors. 

Considerable  improvement  was  shown  m  the  Connellsville  coke  trade 
during  the  past  week.  Over  350  ovens  were  added  to  the  active  list,  and 
more  will  be  put  m  operation  during  the  next  few  days.  Box  cars  for  the 
eastern  coke  trade  are  very  hard  to  secure  just  now,  and  the  foundry  trade  is 
bothered  a  great  deal  by  an  insufficient  supply  of  fuel.  Shipments  fell  off 
about  370  cars  compared  with  the  week  previous.  Production,  however,  in¬ 
creased  3,339  tons.  Prices  show  no  change. 


CINCINNATI,  0. 

October  6,  1898. 

Unseasonably  warm  weather  and  an  advance  of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton 
retail  have  conspired  to  make  the  retail  business  very  dull  here  this  week 
Last  week  every  coal  plant  in  the  city  was  busy;  but  the  two  reasons  just  given 
were  sufficient  to  curtail  the  retail  business  very  much.  Of  course  the  dull¬ 
ness  is  only  temporary.  A  few  cold  days  and  nights  will  start  the  orders  in 
again  and  good  business  is  confidently  expected.  The  wholesale  price  ad¬ 
vanced  ahead  of  the  retail,  so  the  dealers  are  not  reaping  any  golden  harvest  on 
account  of  the  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  more  they  are  getting  now  than  they  were 
a  few  weeks  ago,  or  even  a  week  ago.  There  is  nothing  else  in  the  market 
here  that  is  different  from  last  week.  Anthracite  sells  for  $5.50  to  $6.00  a  ton 
delivered  to  consumers,  and  gas  coke  for  6  and  7  cents  a  bushel  delivered 
Pittsbnrg  coal  is  held  at  5  to  54^  cents  a  bushel,  but  the  highest  price  paid  thus 
far  has  been  4^cents.  Nut  and  slack  is  comparatively  plentiful  at  31^  a 
bushel.  Kanawha  lump  coal  ranges  from  4  cents  to  5  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in 
the  river.  The  stock  of  coal  afloat  here  is  about  7,000,000  bushels. 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

October  6,  1898. 

The  bituminous  coal  situation  in  this  market  remains  unchanged  from  last 
week.  The  demand  is  good  and  the  movement  large,  but  the  prices  remain 
at  the  low  level  established  during  the  summer.  Anthracite  dealers  report 
business  dull,  and  attribute  the  dullness  to  the  unseasonably  hot  weather. 
Quotations  are  as  follows: 

For  anthracite  coal,  2,240  pounds,  delivered  free  on  board  of  vessels  at 
Buffalo,  prices  on  May  i  were:  $4.30  for  grate;  $4.55  for  egg,  stove  and  chest¬ 
nut:  retail,  within  the  city  limits,  2,000  pounds,  delivered  May  i.  S4.50  on  grate; 
®4-75  tor  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  and  $4  for  pea.  Blossberg  sells  at  $4. 

For  bituminous  coal,  2,000  pounds  car  lots  on  track,  Buffalo,  Allegheny 
region,  screened  lump,  $1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  S1.50;  run  of  mine,  Si.4o; 
nut  and  slack  mixed,  $1.25;  slack,  $1.15.  Reynoldsville  region,  screened  lump] 
$1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  S1.60;  run  of  mine,  $1.50;  nut  and  slack  mixed] 
$1.30;  slack,  $1.20.  Pittsburg  region,  screened  lump,  S1.70;  lump  and  nut 
mixed,  $1.60;  run  of  mine,  $1.50;  nut,  $1.50;  slack,  $1.20.  Fairmont  region, 
screened  lump,  $1.70;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  $1.60;  run  of  mine,  $1.50;  slack] 
$1.20.  Mercer  County  region,  screened  lump,  $1.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed] 
$1.50:  run  of  mine,  $1.40;  slack.  Si. 15.  Briar  Hill  region,  screened  lump, 
Cannel  coal.  No.  i,  $4. 

Coke  is  quoted  at  $3.15  for  Reynoldsville  and  S4.05  for  Connellsville  per 
net  ton  in  car  lots  on  tracks. 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  October  ist 
aggregated  76,320  tons.  The  shipments  were  divided  as  follows:  Chicago, 
25,500  tons;  Milwaukee,  14,480  tons;  Duluth,  12,600  tons;  Toledo,  2,700  tons; 
Superior,  9,200  tons;  Gladstone,  1,000  tons;  Port  Huron,  350  tons;  Houghton] 
1,225  tons;  Ashland,  2,600  tons;  Portage,  800  tons;  Amherstburg,  465  tons; 
Manitowoc,  4,450  tons;  Depot  Harbor,  1,300  tons.  The  total  shipments  for  the 
month  of  September  were  395,590  tons,  and  for  the  season  of  navigation  to  Oc¬ 
tober  1st,  1,637,190  tons;  against  1,206,601  tons  for  the  corresponding  period  in 
1897.  In  last  week’s  letter  it  was  predicted  that  the  week  ending  October  ist 
would  show  a  falling  off  in  shipments  from  Buffalo.  The  prediction  has  been 
verified  as  the  shipments  are  the  smallest  for  .several  weeks  past.  This  week’s 
shipments  will  show  a  further  falling  off,  and  the  local  situation  maybe 
summed  up  as  follows:  There  is  a  fair  amount  of  coal  available  here  for 
shipment,  mostly  to  Lake  Michigan  ports  and  largely  in  small  cargoes.  There 
is  a  great  scarcity  of  coal  for  shipment  to  the  head  of  Lake  Superior.  The 
dock  situation  at  the  West  continues  to  be  the  dominating  factor.  Most  of  the 
shipments  from  here  are  going  to  the  less  important  docks.  The  shipments 
reported  this  week  show  a  larger  proportion  than  usual  of  shipments  to  small 
and  out  of  the  way  ports.  The  falling  off  to  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Superior 
and  Duluth  is  greater  than  the  falling  off  in  total  shipments  would  indicate. 

Although  all  lake  freights  have  been  very  strong  there  does  not  seem  to  be 
an  immediate  prospect  of  a  raise  in  Buffalo  coal  freights.  Vessel  men  are  not 
very  anxious  for  cargoes  at  the  current  rates,  but  the  amount  of  coal  pressing 
to  go  forward  is  small. 

PTeight  rates  are  as  follows:  Chicago,  25c;  Milwaukee,  25c;  Toledo,  20c; 
Duluth,  20c;  Superior,  20c;  Gladstone,  20c;  Ashland,  20c;  Port  Huron]  25c; 
Manitowoc,  25c;  Portage, 25c;  Houghton,  25c;  Amherstburg,  25c.  Bituminous 
coal  rates  from  Cleveland  and  Ohio  ports  to  all  Lake  Michigan  ports  except 
Escanaba  are  30c.  The  rate  to  Escanaba  is  25c.  There  is  an  excellent  de¬ 
mand  for  vessels  and  coal  shippers  are  taking  all  the  vessels  thev  can  get  at 
these  figures. 


OMAHA,  NEB. 

October  5,  1898, 

A  cold  wave  struck  Omaha  bright  and  early  last  Monday  morning,  and 
found  the  dealers  in  far  better  shape  than  did  the  storm  of  three  weeks’ ago. 
Although  warm  weather  immediately  followed  the  last  storm,  the  coal  dealers 
respected  the  warning,  and  quietly  went  to  work  to  prepare  for  the  second 
visitation  of  the  dear  friend  to  the  coal  men.  Jack  Frost. 

In  a  retail  way  business  is  very  good;  dealers  are  having  all  the  business 
they  can  do  comfortably;  this,  considering  the  time  of  the  year,  is  very  en¬ 
couraging,  and  points  to  a  greater  demand  as  the  winter  draws  nearer. 

In  anthracite  coal  but  little  is  doing,  dealers  who  are  short  are  fearful  of 
the  future,  and  are  working  very  cautiously,  buying  only  from  hand  to  mouth. 
It  will  take  a  long  time  to  undo  the  ill  effects  of  the  present  weak  condition  of 
the  Chicago  market. 

Continued  strikes  in  the  nearby  mines  are  making  it  just  a  little  difficult  to 
get  a  sufficient  amount  of  soft  coal  to  care  for  the  market  satisfactorily,  but  as 
yet  no  serious  inconvenience  has  resulted.  Prices  are  growing  better]  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  market  will  recover  from  the  long  continued  depres¬ 
sion,  which  has  made  it  almost  impossible  for  the  mines  to  get  out  whole. 

Steam  coal  continues  plentiful  and  prices  are  very  weak. 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

October  ist,  1898. 

There  have  been  the  following  deliveries  of  coal  this  week,  viz.:  Six  from 
Washington,  18,808  tons;  one  from  Oregon,  350  tons;  two  from  Swansea,  4,652 
tons;  one  from  Scotland,  2,517  tons;  total  26.327  tons.  Singular  to  say,  there 
has  not  been  an  arrival  from  British  Columbia;  this  is  very  exceptional.  Busi¬ 
ness  in  the  fuel  line  is  improving,  as  the  earmarks  of  approaching  winter  are 
manifesting  themselves,  and  housekeepers  are  commencing  to  fill  their  coal 
bins,  as  they  can  now  do  so  at  a  moderate  price.  The  values  set  on  the  lead¬ 
ing  domestic  coals  have  changed  but  little  in  the  past  two  years.  When  it  is 
a  known  fact  that  the  entire  output  of  our  coast  collieries  is  concentrated  in  so 
very  few  hands,  the  public  may  consider  themselves  particularly  favored,  that 
these  masters  of  the  situation  do  not  show  their  power  by  swelling  the  price 
ten  per  cent  to  twenty  jier  cent,  which  they  can  readily  do. 

Latest  cabled  freight  quotations  from  England  and  Australia  remain  about 
the  same,  still  they  are  a  little  weaker  if  anything,  as  they  will  be  shaped  by 
our  future  rainfall  entirely.  Weather  sharps  who  have  been  consulting  the 
Indians,  movements  of  the  birds,  and  watching  the  actions  of  the  insects, 
(ants,  etc.,)  are  unanimous  in  saying  that  all  the  omens  forebode  copious  rains. 
Another  dry  season  would  mean  much  higher  prices  for  coal.  A  cargo  of 
Scotch  coal  has  come  to  hand  very  opportunely,  as  the  yards  are  entirely  bare 
of  this  grade. 


"Phe  Black  Biamond. 


[October  8 


H)() 


BOSTON,  MASS. 


ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 


October  5,  1898. 

There  is  a  weak  tone  to  values,  but  with  the  advance  of  the  season,  trade 
is  rather  better.  More  anthracite  coal  is  going  into  use,  and  this  should  help 
trade.  Freights  are  firmer,  the  rate  from  Philadelphia  being  quoted  at 
6iC,with  Baltimore  at  75@8oc,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  at  75@8ocand  New 
York  at  55.  Quotations  for  stove  f.  o.  b.  are  $3.75@3.85  at  New  York,  with  egg 
and  chestnut  at  $3.5o@3.6o,  and  broken  at  $3.25(?r3.3S.  Lykens  Valley  stove  is 
quoted  at  $5.10. 

There  is  much  better  demand  for  anthracite  at  retail  with  no  change  in 
prices.  Stove  delivered  is  selling  at  $5;  egg  and  nut  at  $4.75;  furnace,  $4.50; 
pea,  83.5o;Franklin,  S6.50;  Cumberland,  S3. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  cjuiet  with  prices  fairly  steady.  Prices  are 
(juoted:  George’s  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Philadelphia,  $1,75;  Clearfield, 

Si.25@i.35;  Pocahontas  and  New  River,  f.  o.  b.  Norfolk  and  Newport  News, 
Si.65@i.75;  George’s  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Baltimore,  51-65. 

Pocket  prices  at  Mystic  wharf,  Salem  and  Newburyport  for  anthracite 
coal  are  nominally  as  follows: 

Hard  white  ash .  4.60 

Free  white  ash .  4.50 

Shamokin . 

Lykens  Valley 

The  receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  in  this  port  the  past  week 
and  since  January  i,  compared  with  last  year,  have  been: 

— 1898— 

Week.  Year. 

Anthracite .  63046  1,347,726 

Bituminous .  42,653  1,342,671 


Bkn. 

Egg- 

Stove. 

Cht. 

4.60 

4-85 

5.00 

4  75 

4.50 

4-75 

5.00 

4-75 

5.00 

5.25 

4-85 

6.10 

6.25 

6.25 

—  1897— 
Week.  Year. 
48,204  1,496,515 

42,115  1,144,622 


Receipts  of  Provincial  coil  at  this  port  since  Jan.  i  toot  up  1 1,326  tons. 


( OXNELLSVILLE,  PA. 

October  4,  1898. 

The  Courier  says:  “The  coke  trade  in  the  Connellsville  region  last  week 
showed  signs  of  stability  and  a  slight  upward  tendency  in  production.  The 
year  will  come  close  to  being  a  record  breaker  provided  the  present  rate  of 
activity  is  maintained  to  the  end.  There  is  little  danger  that  any  sudden 
change  will  come  over  the  industry  between  this  time  and  the  beginning  of 
the  new  year.  In  the  Pittsburg  district  new  furnace  contracts  are  very  scarce, 
and  foundry  wants,  while  brisk,  do  not  vary  enough  to  make  any  change  in 
the  shipments  destined  for  Pittsburg.  Prices  are  not  undergoing  any  change 
either,  and  are  maintained  at  figures  close  to  the  average  price  for  1897,  Si. 55 
a  ton.  The  car  supply  is  still  a  question  of  vital  importance  in  the  coke  re¬ 
gion.  Two  reasons  are  given  for  the  famine.  One  is  that  the  heavy  ship¬ 
ment  of  grain  in  the  west  has  taken  away  the  box  cars,  which  are  the  kind 
that  are  scarce ;  another  reason,  that  there  is  a  great  rush  in  the  lake  region 
to  get  out  immense  consignments  of  ore  before  the  cold  weather  sets  in,  which 
stops  boating  traffic  on  the  lakes.’’ 


Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,003  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  w’.iich  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption  are  as  follows: 


To  Pittsburg . $0.55 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley . 1.10 

To  Cleveland,  O . 1.40 

To  Buffalo.  N.  Y . 1.75 

To  Detroit.  Mich . 2.10 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 1.75 

To  Toledo,  O . 2.05 

To  Columbus.  O . 1.45 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . 2.25 

To  Louisville,  Ky . 2.75 

To  Chicago,  Ill . 2.25 


To  St.  Louis,  Mo . $2.90 

To  East  St.  Louis . 2.25 

To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

To  Joliet,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Peoria,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Baltimore . 1.95 

To  Boston . 3  50 

To  Montreal,  Can . 3.91J^ 

To  New  York . 2.94 

To  Philadelphia . 2.15 


MILWAUKEE.  WIS. 

October  5,  i8g8. 

There  is  no  improvement  in  the  situation  here  either  as  regards  prices  or 
demand.  At  wholesale  anthracite  coal  is  selling  at  $425  to  54-50  and  55  at 
retail,  which  are  the  summer  figures- 

The  delivery  to  consumers  in  July  was  very  heavy  and  for  some  time 
after  the  advance  was  made  the  dealers  had  their  hands  full  filling  the  orders 
which  they  had  received  while  the  break  in  prices  was  on.  They  had  accepted 
orders  from  right  and  left  at  55  a  ton,  and  it  took  some  time  to  fill  them  all, 
and  since  then  the  movement  in  hard  coal  had  not  been  very  heavy,  some 
saying  it  is  slack,  while  others  say  that  it  is  as  heavy  as  it  w.is  in  former  years 
at  the  same  period  of  the  year.  There  is  a  large  stock  of  coal  in  the  local 
docks,  but  this  is  not  excessive.  Boats  are  commg  in  regularly,  and  what  the 
exact  (juantity  of  coal  on  the  docks  is  not  known. 


DULUTH  AND  SUPERIOR. 

October  5,  1898. 

Anthracite  coal  is  now  being  offered  at  54  50  a  ton,  and  in  cases  where 
immediate  shipment  is  contracted  for,  as  low  as  54.25  a  ton.  Anthracite  has 
begun  to  move  ([uite  freely  to  the  interior.  October  is  usually  the  month  of 
heavy  shipments. 

In  bituminous  coal  Hocking  Valley  is  still  very  fair  at  52.25  a  ton.  Yough- 
iogheny  is  held  at  52.35  a  ton,  but  a  pos-ible  concession  of  10  cents  can  be  had 
for  quick  shipment.  The  smokeless  coals  which  were  introduced  into  the  north¬ 
west  a  few  seasons  ago  as  substitutes  for  anthracite  are  now  being  used  more 
extensively  in  all  northwestern  towns.  The  reduced  freight  rate  to  North 
Dakota  towns  is  causing  an  increased  consumption  of  soft  coal  for  steam  pur¬ 
poses,  in  places  where  wood  was  formerly  used. 

The  shipments  of  coal  during  September  to  Lake  Superior  ports  amounted 
to  751,003  tons  of  anthracite  and  410,000  tons  of  soft  coal’.  The  docks  are  well 
supplied  for  the  winter’s  business.  According  to  the  custom  house  figures  the 
head  of  the  lakes  received  303,684  tons  in  September  1898,  as  compared  with 
126,597  tons  in  September,  1897. 


(Jctober  6,  1898. 

Those  of  the  St.  Louis  coal  companies  who  were  selling  standard  bitumin¬ 
ous  at  5  cents  per  bushel  on  track,  this  side,  have  had  their  sufficiency  of  that 
kind  of  thing  and  advanced  to  ^14  cents  the  past  week.  This  figure  now 
maintains  generally  except  with  those  who  have  maintained  six  cents  right 
through  the  fight.  As  to  the  general  wholesale  market  there  is  little  change 
to  report,  prices  on  car  lot  quantities  East  St.  Louis  remaining  the  same  for 
sometime  past.  There  is  complaint  cf  shortage  of  cars  on  the  Illinois  Cen¬ 
tral,  L.  &  N.  and  the  Air  Line,  otherwise  there  is  no  lack  of  cars  for  supplying 
this  market. 

In  anthracite  there  is  a  great  diversity  of  prices  in  hard  coal  on  track,  no 
two  prices  being  the  same.  Prices  range  from  5.15  and  5  40,  reputed  to  be 
the  lowest,  to  5.40  and  5.65  for  broken  and  smaller  sizes  respectively.  There 
is  more  uniformity  on  anthracite  delivered  to  the  consumer,  but  the  56.25  and 
56.50  figure  remains  large  and  nominal.  According  to  the  reports  o  f  the  St. 
Louis  Coal  Traffic  Bureau,  the  receipts  of  bituminous  coal  from  Illinois  mines 
at  East -St.  Louis  during  September  were  as  follows:  September  1898,  11,235 
cars  or  298,142  tons;  September  1897,7328  cars  or  181,312  tons;  September 
1896,  12,398  cars  or  298,212  tons. 

The  fact  that  the  tonnage  in  September  1898  was  practically  the  same  as 
in  the  same  month  of  1896,  notwithstanding  the  number  of  cars  used  in  ship¬ 
ping  was  much  less,  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that  the  cars  used  now  are,  as  a 
rule,  much  larger,  with  a  correspondingly  increased  carrying  capacity. 

The  St.  Louis  Coal  Dealers’  Protective  Association  resumed  their  meet¬ 
ings  last  Monday. 

ANTHRACITE  COAL  IN  OCTOBER. 

The  October  letter  of  the  Anthracite  Coal  Operators’  Association  in  part 
says:  “As  a  reflex  of  the  folly  shown  in  cutting  prices  in  the  West,  the  tide¬ 
water  market  during  September  has  been  weik  and  uncertain.  Prices  have 
had  concessions  of  various  kinds  attached,  and  these,  together  with  the  u  ual 
rumors  of  sales  at  extremely  low  figures,  have  all  tende  i  toward  demoraliza¬ 
tion.  Indeed,  this  point  would  have  been  reached  had  it  not  been  for  a  very 
few  interests  which  remained  fairly  firm,  enough  so,  at  least,  to  prevent  a  gen¬ 
eral  drop.  September  figures  will  undoubtedly  show  a  very  large  tonnage 
moved.  ForOctober  no  tonnage  has  been  agreed  upon,  and  with  all  the  inter¬ 
ests  mining  as  they  please,  it  is  extrem.ly  important  that  the  situation  should 
be  watched  carefully.  It  should  not  be  necessary  to  warn  the  anthracite  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  danger  of  over-production,  for  past  experience  has  shown  that  when 
there  is  a  slight  demand  for  coal  they  are  apt  to  rush  in  wildly  to  secure  it, 
thinking  that  the  demand  will  last  for  a  longer  period,  and  get  so  much  coal 
above  ground  and  in  stock  that  it  takes  severe  restriction  for  the  first  six 
months  of  the  next  year  to  remove  the  accumulation  and  correct  the  mistakes 
made  in  the  last  two  or  three  months  of  the  previous  year.” 

Market  Review  continued  from  page  ^oj. 
of  the  heaviest  months  of  the  year.  This  spurt  of  activity  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  caused  by  the  desire  of  some  western  dealers  to  fill 
up  stocks  before  it  is  too  late  to  ship  by  water.  The  Fairmont 
region  shows  more  activity  in  coal  and  coke.  The  mines  and 
coke  ovens  along  the  West  Virginia  Central  are  working  to  ca¬ 
pacity  and  shipping  promptly,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  op¬ 
erations  on  the  Norfolk  and  Western.  In  the  Kanawha  Valley 
the  river  mines  are  running  full,  and  the  rail  mines  doing  a  fair 
volume  of  business. 

Our  Omaha  correspondent  reports  a  very  quiet  situation  in 
anthracite  coal,  wholesalers  supplying  the  dealer  trade  in  a  hand 
to  mouth  way,  as  buyers  are  very  cautious.  Strikes  at  nearby 
mines  make  it  somewhat  difficult  to  obtain  all  the  coal  wanted 
and  the  market  has  not  been  seriously  inconvenienced.  Steam 
coal  is  in  abundant  supply  and  prices  weak.  Retail  trade  is  very 
good  and  dealers  have  nearly  all  the  business  they  can  comfort¬ 
ably  handle. 

Buffalo  advices  are  that  there  is  a  good  demand  for  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  and  the  movement  large,  but  prices  are  without  im¬ 
provement.  Anthracite  coal  is  dull.  Shipments  of  coal  by  lake 
westward  for  the  week  ending  October  i  aggregated  76,320  tons, 
distributed  as  follows:  Chicago,  25,150  tons;  Milwaukee,  14,480 
tons;  Duluth,  12,600  tons;  Toledo,  2,700  tons;  Superior,  9,200 
tons;  Gladstone,  1,000  tons;  Houghton,  1,225  tons;  Ashland, 
2,600  tons;  Manitowoc,  4,450  tons,  and  minor  quantities  to  other 
ports.  The  total  shipments  for  September  were  395,590  tons, 
and  for  the  season  to  October  i,  1,637,190  tons,  against  1,206,601 
tons  for  the  same  period  last  year.  Lake  freight  rates  are  un¬ 
changed  at  25  cents  to  Lake  Michigan  and  20  cents  to  Superior 
ports. 

Our  Pittsburg  correspondent  reports  a  greater  local  consump¬ 
tion  of  coal  at  mill,  and  factory  operations  are  active.  Domestic 
trade  will  soon  be  a  big  feature  in  the  railroad  district.  Mining 
operations  are  growing  less  with  the  approaching  close  of  naviga¬ 
tion.  The  operators  have  had  a  poor  season.  The  strike  on  the 
Monongahela  for  the  Chicago  agreement  appears  to  be  spreading. 

St.  Louis  advices  are  that  there  is  a  great  diversity  of  prices 
on  anthracite  coal,  which  range  from  S5.15  to  $5. 40  the  lowest,  to 
S5  40  and  S5.65.  Standard  bituminous  coal  has  been  advanced 
half  a  cent  a  bushel  on  track  St.  Louis. 
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ON  THE  WING. 


The  attention  of  coal  dealers  is  called  to  the  illustrated  article,  “Bag  Sys¬ 
tem  of  Delivering  Coal,”  on  another  page. 

Mr.  William  Marmet,  president  of  the  Marmet  Co.  of  Cincinnati,  is  very 
ill,  his  ailment  being  appendicitis.  A  few  days  ago  he  was  not  expected  to 
live. 

* 

*  * 

Messrs.  George  W.  Theis  and  W.  D.  O’Neil,  of  Pittsburg,  were  in  Cincin¬ 
nati  for  a  few  days  this  week  looking  after  the  Pittsburg  Coal  Co.,  which  they 
own. 

Ht** 

J.  A.  Ferguson,  of  the  Pioneer  Fuel  Company,  was  the  representative  of 
the  coal  trade  on  the  excursion  to  North  Dakota  over  the  new  Fosston  rail¬ 
road  last  Sunday  and  Monday. 

* 

Mr.  W.  C.  Hayward,  traveling  salesman  of  the  Lehigh  V’alley  Coal  Co., 
Chicago,  was  an  interested  spectator  of  the  wondrous  display  at  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Exposition  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  on  Chicago  Day. 

* 

*  * 

Criminal  prosecutions  have  been  commenced  against  several  of  the  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  Umpire  mine,  Brownsville,  Pa.,  where  recently  an  explosion  of  gas 
caused  the  death  of  a  number  of  miners. 

* 

*  * 

'■  J.  H.  Sessions,  of  Minneapolis,  general  northwestern  manager  of  the  Phil¬ 
adelphia  and  Reading  Coal  and  Iron  Company,  was  in  Duluth  and  Superior 
last  week  looking  over  his  company's  properties. 

* 

*  + 

Mr.  C.  R.  Ellicott,  general  manager  of  the  Belsena  Coal  Co.,  New  York, 

who  has  been  on  the  sick  list  for  the  past  few  weeks,  is  again  able  to  bi 

around  and  attend  to  the  business  of  the  company. 

* , 

*  * 

The  Atlantic  Transportation  Co. of  New  York  has  contracts  which  involve 
the  movement  of  4,000,000  tons  of  coal  annually  from  Newport  News,  West  Va., 
to  New  York,  Boston  and  New  England  points  generally. 

*  o 
*  * 

Mr.  J.  F.  Stone,  general  manager  of  the  Ohio  Central  Fuel  Co.,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  Mr.  S.  Knox  of  the  same  company,  passed  through  Chicago  this 
week  on  the  way  to  Arizona,  where  they  will  spend  a  brief  season  in  hunting. 

*  * 

Mr.  C.  E.  Stone,  general  passenger  agent  of  the  St.  Paul  &  Duluth  R.  R., 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week,  visiting  his  friends  and  old  ac¬ 
quaintances  in  the  coal  trade,  am  )ng  whom  his  ability  as  a  reconteur  of 
stories  is  well  known. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Skeele,  general  Western  sales  agent  of  the  Lehigh  \'alley  Coal 
Co.,  with  head<[uarters  in  Chicago,  has  taken  a  little  outing  to  Syracuse  and 
neighboring  cities  in  New  York  State;  he  will  probably  visit  New  York  City 
before  his  return  next  week. 

The  Lansing  Wheelbarrow  Co.,  Lansing,  Mich.,  has  issued  anew  catalogue 
of  Coal  Dealers’  Supplies — shutes,  barrows,  canvas  coal  bags,  forks,  coal 
baskets,  screens,  extra  grade  scoops,  etc.  Retailers  will  be  supplied  with 
these  illustrated  catalogues  and  price  lists  upon  application. 

* 

*  * 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  have  issued  notice  to  their 
line  and  city  trade  that  their  prices  for  shipment  during  October,  i8g8,  will  be 
the  same  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  breaker  as  were  in  effect  on  September  shipments, 
per  circular  No.  22,  18^8.  All  unfilled  September  requisitions  will  be  can¬ 
celed. 

* 

*  * 

There  will  be  no  material  developments  in  the  coal  situation  generally 
until  next  spring,  when  the  new  w  ige  scale  will  be  made  at  Pittsburg  April 
i;  at  which  time  the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  operators  will  demind  that  the 
miners  accept  a  scale  which  will  put  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  on  a  competitive 
basis  with  Virginia. 

* 

*  * 

With  the  compliments  of  the  Johnson  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Park  building, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  comes  a  fine  vest  pocket  colored  edition  of  the  official  street 
railway  map  of  the  cities  of  Pittsburg  and  Allegheny,  showing  the  line  of 
march  of  the  Knights  Templar  on  the  occasion  of  the  eyih  TriennialConclave, 
Oct.  10  to  Oct.  15  inclusive. 

The  revised  edition  of  Hyatt’s  “exclusively  coal  and  coke  code  ever  pub¬ 
lished”  has  been  received,  and  in  our  estimation  is  worth  $1.50  of  any  dealer’s 
money  who  has  recourse  to  the  telegraph  for  the  transmission  of  orders.  Any 
reliable  company  may  obtain  a  sample  copy  by  a  Jdressing  the  compiler,  Mr. 
D.  P.  Hyatt,  Detroit,  Mich. 


^ 

Mr.S.C.Schenck,  Toledo,  O..  is  reported  bj/^^Blade,  of  thaf'city,  as  say¬ 
ing:  “Coal  IS  away  down  in  price,  and  I  can  why  it/'should  go 

any  lower.  It  is  more  liable  to  advance  than  to  tait«1^6(her  drdp.  The  nu¬ 
merous  conditions  surrounding  the  coal  business  just  at  present  offer  no  legit¬ 
imate  cause  for  any  reductions.’* 

The  contract  of  the  New  York  sugar  refinery  for  soft  coal,  we  understand, 
is  still  open.  If  this  business  is  handled  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Arbuckle 
contract,  which  we  understand  is  not  yet  closed,  as  that  company  is  still  buy¬ 
ing  coal  any  and  everywhere,  the  operators  will  not  feel  inclined  to  waste  their 
time  to  tender  bids  on  another  occasion. 

* 

*  * 

There  is  still  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  the  smoke  nuisance  in  New  York 
City.  Many  communications  are  being  received  by  the  Board  of  Health 
which  are  being  investigated.  From  present  indications  it  would  seem  that 
the  use  of  soft  coal  will  be  diminished  by  this  ordinance,  as  summary 
measures  are  being  taken  to  eliminate  the  practice  if  possible. 

*  * 

Owing  to  the  appointment  of  President  M.  D.  Ratchford  to  the  labor 
commission  by  President  McKinley,  Mr.  John  Mitchell  of  Illinois  is  now  acting 
president  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  and  is  now  at  Pittsburg  to  per¬ 
sonally  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  conditions  and  situation  in  regard  to 
the  mining  situation  in  the  third  and  fourth  pools. 

% 

*  * 

Mr.  Edwin  A.  Potter,  president  of  the  American  Trust  &  Savings  Bank, 
Chicago,  has  been  appointed  receiver  of  the  Whitebreast  Fuel  Co.  and  the 
Iowa  and  Illinois  Company.  This  proceeding  it  is  said  does  not  affect  the 
Whitebreast  Fuel  Co.  of  Illinois.  It  is  understood  that  the  mines  in  Iowa  will 
continue  to  be  operated  by  the  local  company  under  the  supervision  of  the  re- 
ceiver. 

* 

*  * 

The  Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  in  its  October  circular  says 
to  the  dealers;  “If  you  have  not  already  placed  orders  for  shipments  of  your 
hard  coal,  it  will  be  to  your  advantage  to  find  out  what  we  will  do  for  you  on 
D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.’s  ‘Scranton.’  ”  The  circular  also  calls  the  attention  of 
the  dealers  to  the/aa  that  cars  are  scarce  and  advises  the  early  placement  of 
orders. 

5k*5(: 

Mr.  L.  M.  Hammond,  225  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  the  "cannelcoal  man,” 
went  on  atrip  this  week  to  Omah.i,  business  and  pleasure  combined.  Mr 
Hammond  will  undoubtedly  enjoy  the  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition,  as  he 
has  an  eye  for  the  beautiful.  The  new  calendar  just  issued  by  him  fairly  glis¬ 
tens  with  patriotism,  being  embellished  with  two  finely  tinted  rippling  “Old 
Glorys.” 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  Thomas  Johnson,  president  of  the  General  Hocking  Coal  Co.,  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  in  a  circular  dated  September  28,  1898,  states  that  “owing  to  the  res¬ 
ignation  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Blatchford,  we  have  placed  Mr.  W.  H.  Patterson  in 
chargeof  our  Chicago  office  at  355  Dearborn  street.”  Mr.  Patterson  has  quite  an 
extensive  acquaintance  in  Chicago  coal  circles,  and  will  be  pleased  to  meet  his 
many  friends. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  W.  Oscar  Shadbolt,  president  of  the  Shadbolt  Manufacturing  Co., 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  is  in  Chicago  visiting  the  larger  distributors  of  anthracite  in 
the  interest  of  a  new  coal  wagon  by  the  use  of  which  he  claims  a  great  savino- 
of  time  in  delivery,  amounting  to  not  less  than  five  cents  a  ton  on  each  load 
delivered  during  the  day.  Large  retailers  owning  their  own  wagons  should 
not  fail  to  see  the  wagon  in  operation. 

* 

*  ♦ 

The  Ohio  Centra!  Fuil  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  thiir  October  circular  cal¬ 
endar,  which  by  the  way  is  one  which  will  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  the'trade 
as  it  shows,  “The  Man  Behind  the  Gun,”  request,  as  cars  are  already  scarce, 
customers  should  place  orders  as  far  ahead  of  the  actual  time  when  coal  is 
needed  as  possible  so  as  to  avoid  disappointment.  This  pictorial  circular  is 
one  of  the  series  which  dealers  should  not  fail  to  get. 

* 

If  the  press  dispatches  are  correct.  Governor  Tanner,  who  had  declared 
himself  as  entirely  opposed  to  the  importation  of  labor  from  other  states  into 
Illinois  to  take  the  place  of  striking  miners,  has  laid  himself  open  to  bitter 
criticism.  Not  only  that,  but  he  is  violatingthe  XIV  Amendment  to  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  to  the  second  section  of  Article  IV.  Lhider 
these  constitutional  provisions,  the  negro  miners  from  other  states  have  the 
same  right  to  seek  and  obtain  work  in  the  Pana  mines  as  the  riotous  citizens  of 
Pana,  for  whom  the  governor  expresses  sa  much  solicitude.  It  may  be  bad 
policy,  it  may  even  be  rank  injustice,  for  the  Illinois  mine  owners  to  go  outside 
of  the  state  for  labor  when  they  can  no  longer  obtain  willing  workers  within  its 
borders,  but  if  they  arethereby  committing  any  wrong  act  of  which  the  law  will 
take  cognizance,  it  is  for  the  courts  to  decide  the  matter  and  not  for  the  gov¬ 
ernor  of  the  state. 
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Mr.  J.  S.  Jones  of  the  Turney  &  Jones  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Chicago,ac- 
companied  the  delegation  from  the  Union  League  Club  of  the  latter  city  to 
Omaha,  Neb.,  September  30,  to  be  present  at  the  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition 
on  Chicago  Day,  October  i.  The  writer  met  Mr.  Jones  in  the  Illinois  building 
and  he  remarked  that  the  “W'ild  and  Wooly”  had  put  up  a  magnificent  show 
which  would  have  done  credit  to  New  York  or  any  other  Eastern  city. 


*  * 

Mr.  Sol.  P.  Kineon  is  back  into  river  coal  business  again  at  Cincinnati. 
On  Wednesday  he  closed  a  deal  by  which  he  takes  the  lease  of  the  Winifrede 
Coal  Co.,  on  the  coal  plant  east  of  the  Central  bridge.  The  Winifrede  Coal  Co. 
built  this  elevator  several  years  ago  and  used  it  only  a  short  time.  It  is  a 
first  class  plant,  nevertheless.  Mr.  Kineon  took  hold  at  once,  and  will  be 
doing  business  in  a  few  days.  H  e  leased  the  place  for  a  period  of  five  years- 

o.* 

*  * 

The  Kansas  &  Texas  Coal  Co.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  which  is  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  the  coal  industry  west  of  the  Mississippi,  has  issued  an  excellent 
fall  circular  of  the  various  kinds  and  grades  handled,  which  comprise  those 
from  Kansas,  Arkansas,  Indian  Territory,  Missouri,  Colorado  and  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  All  ([uotations  on  soft  coal  are  f.  o.  b.  mines.  The  Pennsylvania, 
Scranton  and  Lehigh  Valley  anthracite  are  not  quoted,  but  delivered  prices 
are  furnished  on  application. 

♦ 

The  "Pioneer  Limited”  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  R.  R., 
which  leaves  Chicago  daily  at  6:30  p.  M.  for  the  West  and  Northwest,  is  pat¬ 
ronized  by  the  business  men  and  pleasure  seekers  of  the  Garden  City  because 
they  require  the  best  of  everything,  and  recognize  that  it  meets,  as  a  great 
passenger  carrier,  this  demand.  Luxury,  speed,  combined  with  smoothness 
of  roadbed,  security,  comfort  -in  short,  all  the  conveniences  of  to-day  are  ob¬ 
tained  on  this  perfect  train. 

* 

Mr.  John  Nemeth,  consular  agent  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  empire. 
North  Main  street,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  says,  "I  think  the  day  is  coming  when 
the  steamship  lines  will  burn  our  anthracite  and  do  away  with  the  unpleasant 
soft  coal.  All  the  coal  men  here  need  do  is  to  build  coaling  stations  on  the 
other  side  and  have  plenty  of  coal  on  hand.  Had  the  late  Eckley  B.  Cox 
lived  the  new  scheme  would  have  gone  through,  as  he  worked  for  some  years 
prior  to  his  death  to  accomplish  it.” 

*** 

Our  Omaha  correspondent  writes;  "The  visit  of  the  editor  of  The  Black 
Diamond  to  the  coal  fraternity  of  Omaha  was  highly  appreciated  by  all  of 
the  coal  people  of  this  city.  We  now  feel  that  we  are  thoroughly  in  touch 
with  the  paper,  and  it  is  certain  that  while  the  Diamond  has  heretofore  been 
a  welcome  source  of  information,  it  will  now  be  eagerly  looked  for,  because 
we  are  personally  acquainted  with  its  editor.  We  trust  that  this  visit  was  but 
the  first  of  a  series.  Come  again,  Capt.  Lucas.” 

* 

*  ^ 

The  New  River  operators  of  West  Virginia  got  together  last  week  and 
formed  a  new  corporation  called  the  New  River  Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  which 
will  regulate  the  output  and  market  the  product  of  the  38  mines  of  the  associa¬ 
tion.  J.  F.  Effinger,  of  Staunton,  is  president,  L.  W.  Nuttal  vice-president, 
and  O.  C.  Kubach,  of  Stone  Cliff,  secretary  and  treasurer.  Among  those  in 
attendance  at  the  meetings  from  Chicago  were  Mr.  J.  S.  Jones  and  Manager 
H.  C.  Adams,  of  the  Turney  &  Jones  Co.,  and  A.  P.  Bowen,  general  manager 
of  the  iqew  River  Fuel  Co. 

^  * 

The  PressClub  of  Reading,  Pa., comprising  some  125  members  had  its  fall 
outing  at  Shenandoah,  October  2,  as  guests  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading 
Railway  Company.  The  party  spent  two  hours  inspecting  the  inside  and  out¬ 
side  workings  of  the  Shenandoah  City  Colliery.  Among  the  guests  of  the 
party  were  ex-Mayor  William  F.  Shanahan  and  Chief  of  Police  Jacob  L. 
Etzel,  of  Reading,  and  George  R.  Pomeroy,  representative  of  the  Chicago 
Tribune.  Ex-Mayor  Shanahan  delivered  an  address  of  gratitude  to  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Shenandoah. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  J.  Warren  Hodgdon,  Janesville,  Wis.,  died  at  his  home  in  that  city, 
aged  58  years.  Mr.  Hodgdon  was  born  in  Dummar  Corners,  N.  H.,  in  1840, 
and  went  to  Janesville  in  1863.  For  twenty-five  years  he  was  agent  of  the 
Chicago  and  Northwestern  Railroad,  but  for  the  past  ten  years  was  engaged 
in  the  coal  business.  By  his  straightforward  and  honest  business  methods  he 
gained  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Per¬ 
sonally  he  was  affable,  genial  and  staunch  in  his  friendships.  His  widow  and 
three  children  survive  him. 

*  ^ 

Mr.  J.  D.  Mayer,  Trenton,  N.  J.,  has  completed  a  working  model  of  a 
combination  device  which  he  claims  utilizes  all  the  heat  units  in  its  combus¬ 
tion  of  coal,  which  is  complete.  Fully  90  per  cent  of  coal,  as  now  used,  passes 
uselessly  away  in  smoke  and  gas.  Mayer  asserts  his  new  process  will  utilize 
this  waste.  Within  a  week  he  will  make  a  test  of  his  invention  in  one  of  his 
own  furnaces.  There  will  be  present  at  the  trial  representatives  of  the 
Standard  Oil,  Cramps’  Ship  Yard  and  several  steamship  companies  and  others 
interested  in  the  use  of  coal  economy. 


The  Kelly’s  Creek  Mining  Co.,  Mammoth,  W.  Va.,  has  absorbed  the 
Thomas- Sholtz  Coal  Co.,  ani  the  Staunton  Coil  C  >.,  Icomorising  in  jail 
seven  mines  and  four  separate  and  distinct  high  grade  West  V'irginia  coals, 
two  of  which  are  splint,  the  other  two  being  high  in  carbon  and  low  in  ash,  are 
peculiarly  adapted  for  steam  purposes.  Mr.  F.  M.  Staunton  is  president;  J, 
W.  Dawson  general  manager  and  A.  C.  Finley  superintendent  and  treasurer 
of  the  consolidated  companies.  Mr.  W.  S.  Taylor,  Spitzer  building,  Toledo, 
O.,  represents  the  new  coal  company  in  that  city. 


* 

*  * 


A  new  agreement  was  concluded  last  week  between  shippers  of  West 
X’irginia  coal  over  the  B.  &  O.  to  Chicago  and  the  freight  department  of  that 
railroad.  The  new  agreement  adopted  the  following  prices  for  the  so-called 
B.&O.  coal  at  Chicago:  Lump,  $2.25;  three-iiuarters,  S2.20;  run  of  mine, 
$2.05:  egg,  $2.10;  nut,  $2;  pea,  $1.85;  slack,  $1.70.  To  these  prices  45  cents  are 
to  be  added  to  all  wagon  coal  and  a  5-cent  reduction  is  to  be  made  to  jobbers. 
It  remains  to  be  seen  how  long  these  prices  will  be  adhered  to,  though  there 
is  reason  to  suppose  that  they  will  be  “stayers.” 


* 

*  * 


The  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  has  now  in  service  a  sample  steel  hopper 
bottom  coal  car  of  100,000  pounds  capacity,  which  was  built  by  the  Gillette- 
Herzog  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn  ,  from  designs  made  by  E. 
M.  Herr.  It  is  probably  more  correct  to  call  this  an  experimental  car,  for  it 
has  not  yet  been  decided  whether  more  of  these  will  be  built,  as  it  is  thought 
that  before  trains  of  such  large  units  can  be  hauled  on  the  Northern  Pacific 
considerable  money  will  need  to  be  spent  in  track  and  bridge  renewals.  It  is 
expected,  however,  that  the  experience  with  this  car  will  give  data  as  to  the 
cost  of  steel  car  repairs  and  in  other  ways  show  whether  it  will  be  advisable 
to  use  cars  of  such  large  capacity. 


*  * 


In  an  interview  with  a  representative  of  the  firm  of  M.  C.  Bullock  Manu¬ 
facturing  Co.,  Chicago,  we  glean  the  following  information  which  should  be 
encouraging  to  every  manufacturer  of  mining  machinery.  The  Bullock  Com¬ 
pany  state;  “We  are  pleased  to  report  the  past  sixty  days  as  a  busy  period. 
Orders  for  diamond  drill  supplies  from  the  North  and  Northwest  are  strong 
indications  of  activity  attendant  upon  development  work,  and  forecast  a  large 
business  to  houses  furnishing  supplies  to  this  district.  With  a  goodly  number 
of  orders  on  hand  and  more  promised,  the  business  outlook  from  our  point  of 
view  is  encouraging,  and  we  are  preparing  our  works  and  forces  to  meet  a 
heavy  demand  for  the  various  lines  of  our  manufacture.” 


* 

*  * 


The  enterprising,  whole-souled  citizens  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  gave  a  most 
hearty  reception  to  the  various  delegations  from  the  clubs  of  the  Garden  City 
on  Chicago  Day,  October  i.  The  welcome  tendered  to  the  Union  League, 
Manjuette,  Democratic  Marching  Club  and  others  was  a  right  royal  one  in  all 
respects.  Apparently  nothing  was  too  good  to  tender  to  the  men  from  Illinois 
who  arrived  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition  city  some  3,300  strong.  The 
exposition  itself,  with  its  beautifully  white  palatial  structures,  is  second  only 
to  the  World’s  Fair  of  1893.  The  attractions  offered  to  visitors  are  too  nu¬ 
merous  to  mention,  but  the  Agricultural,  Mines  and  Mining  buildings  are  par¬ 
ticularly  worthy  of  mention.  The  numerous  tribes  of  Indians  in  their 
picturesque  costumes,  about  1,000  in  all,  were  particularly  interesting 
as  they  defiled  past  the  band  stand  and  the  sham  battle  in  which 
all  took  part  was  quite  exciting.  The  music  and  fireworks  were  above 
criticism. 


* 

*  * 


The  coal  trade  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  requires  no  introduction;  its  members  are 
sufficiently  enterprising,  gentlemanly  and  pushing  to  make  their  presence 
known  wherever  they  may  be.  The  coal  handled  by  the  wholesalers  and 
dealers  of  this  beautiful  and  rapidly  growing  city  comes  from  the  far  Eastern 
states  of  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia,  middle  Western  states  of  Ohio,  In¬ 
diana,  Illinois  and  Iowa,  the  Southern  states  of  Arkansas,  Kansas  and  Missouri, 
and  the  Northwestern  states  of  Colorado  and  Wyoming.  The  coals  sold  are 
anthracite,  semi-anthracite  and  bituminous  of  various  kinds,  from  the  cheap 
steam  to  the  highest  domestic  grades.  Among  the  more  prominent  dealers 
handling  coal  are  the  Centerville  Block  Coal  Company,  L.  M.  Shubert,  man- 
ager;Carbon  Coal  Company,  F.  P.  Wright,  mmager;  Nebraska  Coal  andLime 
Company,  E.  A.  Blum,  manager;  American  Fuel  Company;  Union  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany;  Hall  &  Rice;  D.  T.  Mount;  R.  McClelland  &  Company;  Martin  &  John¬ 
son;  Harmon  &  Weeth  Company;  Lamoreaux  Bros.;  Howell  &  Company; 
Coutant  &  Squires;  C.  W.  Hull  &  Company;  Nebraska  Paving  and  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  R.  E.  Harris,  and  others. 

J.  J.  Pryce  has  opened  his  coal  bank  at  Milan,  Ill.,  and  is  taking  out  a  good 
quality  of  coal. 

Since  1891  Macon  County,  Mo.,  has  successively  maintained  the  lead  in 
the  coal  producing  counties  of  the  state,  but  this  year  finds  her  more  decided¬ 
ly  in  the  lead  than  at  any  other  period  of  her  coal  producing  history.  The 
total  amount  of  coal  mined  in  the  state  during  the  year  foots  up  2,844,286  tons. 
Of  this  large  amount  Macon  county  produced  720,000  tons,  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  entire  output  of  the  state. 
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ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 


There  will  be  an  open  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  in  Parlor  L,  Great  Northern 
Hotel,  Chicago,  Ill.,  on  Tuesday,  October  i8th,  at  1 1  a.  m. 

* 

*  •* 

The  Committee  would  be  pleased  to  have  every  member  who  is  in  the 
city  attending  the  Great  Peace  Jubilee  present,  as  they  will  take  up  the  report 
on  all  complaints  which  have  been  presented  to  the  secretary  to  date. 

* 

*  * 

Now  is  your  opportunity  if  you  have  any  complaint.  Make  sure  that  it  is 
presented  at  that  meeting,  as  we  wish  to  publish  a  complete  list  of  the  com¬ 
plaints  and  disposition  of  same,  after  the  meeting  of  the  Committee. 

* 

*  * 

Secretary  F.  E.  Lukens,  of  the  Coal  Dealers'  Association  of  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  reports  as  follows: 

“We  have  had  quite  a  number  of  inquiries  of  late  from  Iowa  and  Missouri 
coal  dealers  with  reference  to  organizing  an  association  in  those  states,  and 
from  the  outlook  at  present  there  will  soon  be  organized  an  association  of  the 
dealers  in  those  states  based  upon  about  the  same  lines  as  Ohio,  Michigan  and 
the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  associations.  Cruikshank  Lumber  and  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Hannibal,  Mo.,  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Fellows,  of  the  Kansas  and  Texas  Coal 
Company,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  are  prominent  in  starting  the  movement.” 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  Lukens  also  says: 

“I  would  report  splendid  success  in  settling  complaints,  some  eight  or  ten 
being  settled  satisfactorily  during  the  past  week.  It  is  also  gratifying  to  note 
that  but  very  few  complaints  are  coming  m.” 


A  TRIP  TO  THE  DAVIS  COAL  AM)  COKE  FIELDS  IN  WEST  VIROIMA. 


“God  is  good  and  ‘Allah’  is  His  Prophet,”  is  the  old  adage  of  the  Koran, 
which  we  appreciate  today  more  than  ever  without  having  become  a  confirmed 
fatalist  or  a  Mohammedan  proselyte.  The  charming  prophet  through  whom 
the  appreciation  of  the  above  sentence  has  so  vividly  appealed  to  us  is  Mr. 
Fairfax  S.  Landstreet,  General  Manager  of  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  In  a 
characteristic  note  of  Spartan  rhetoric,  but  finished  grace,  Mr.  Landstreet  ex¬ 
tended  to  us  an  invitation  to  join  a  party  for  an  inspection  trip  to  their  valua¬ 
ble  and  extensive  coal  properties  in  West  Virginia. 

The  party,  which  was  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  F.  S.  Land  street,  con¬ 
sisted  of  T.  H.  Wheeler,  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  N.  Y.;  Maurice 
Bouvier,  of  W.  R.  Grace  &  Co.,  New  York;  R.  K.  Wood,  Maryland  Steel  Co., 
Baltimore;  F.  A.  Guild,  of  the  Galena  Oil  Co.,  New  York;  Dr. 
B.  R.  Marsden,  Philadelphia;  J.  J.  de  Kinder,  M.  E.,  Phila¬ 
delphia;  W.  H.  Elliott,  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.;  S.  O.  Graeb, 
The  Black  Diamond  and  F.  E.  Saward,  the  Coal  Trade  Journal.  The  start 
was  made  aboard  a  private  car  on  Friday  the  30th  instant  at  2  p.  m.,  on  what 
we  can  conscientiously  call  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  excursions,  combining 
pleasure  and  information,  that  has  left  New  York  in  an  age.  The  congeniality 
of  the  party  insured  almost  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  trip  a  splendid  re¬ 
sult,  but  the  actual  outcome  surpassed  even  the  wildest  hopes  and  predictions. 
The  geniality  of  our  host,  his  perfect  arrangements  for  the  delectation  of 
the  inner  man,  in  a  well  stocked  larder  and  a  veritable  “Cordon  bleu”  as  a 
chef,  and  the  interesting  prospects  of  the  trip  were  sufficient  to  instil  interest 
and  enthusiasm  even  into  the  veins  of  a  mummy. 

Our  space  is  too  limited  to  allow  us  a  description  of  incidents 
on  the  way.  Our  first  stop  was  at  Cumberland,  where  we  were 
met  by  Mr.  C.  L.  Bretz,  the  general  manager  of  the  West  Virginia 
Central  &  Pittsburg  Railroad,  who  accompanied  us  over  their  entire  road. 
The  mines  of  the  company  are  in  the  Eastern  portion  of  the  state  of  West 
Virginia  along  the  line  of  the  West  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg  Railway 
and  which  comprises  many  thousand  acres  of  the  most  valuable  coal  lands. 
After  reaching  Piedmont  the  first  indications  of  coal  deposits  are  evident  and 
from  this  point  to  Coketon,  a  distance  of  fifty  miles,  the  railroad  runs  continu¬ 
ously  through  the  coal  regions,  and  at  different  points  along  the  line  the  Davis 
Company  has  opened  mines  and  constructed  coke  ovens.  The  principal  oper¬ 
ations  are  at  Franklin,  Hampshire,  Elk  Garden,  Thomas  and  Coketon,  and 
the  immense  territory  which  they  cover  makes  these  fields  practically  inex¬ 
haustible.  The  first  mine  visited  was  the  Elk  Garden  which  was  reached  by 
the  switchback  from  Harrison.  No  better  example  of  drift  mining  can  be 
found  in  this  country  than  is  instituted  at  this  mine.  This  is  the 
simplest  and  least  expensive  form  of  mining  and  consists  of  an  opening 
“drifted”  or  driven  into  the  coal  seam  from  the  outcropping  and  making  a 
tunnel  in  the  coal  itself.  This  seam  of  coal  is  known  as  the  Big  Vein  Cum¬ 
berland,  and  all  headings  being  fully  12  feet  high,  cause  no  inconvenience  to 
move  about  from  one  part  of  the  mine  to  the  other.  In  fact  this  is  the  mjne 
that  the  Hon.  James  G.  Blaine  rode  in  on  horseback  wearing  a  silk  hat,  which 
shows  the  difference  between  this  and  the  thin  bituminous  seams  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  The  party  was  taken  through  the  entire  length  of  the  headings  in  coal 
cars,  and  judging  from  the  immense  glittering  walls  of  coal  and  the  length  of 
the  Stygian  blackness  of  the  road  which  was  accentuated  by  the  flaring  lights 
of  the  miners’  lamp  with  which  we  were  provided,  it  refuted  any  rumors  that 
may  have  been  heard  as  to  this  mine  being  worked  out.  There  are  some  two 
thousand  acres  in  this  deposit  and  the  output  is  from  2,000  to  2,500  tons  per 
day.  Elk  Garden  coal  has  a  wide  market  both  East  and  West.  From 
here  the  party  had  a  most  delightful  trip  to  Thomas,  the  road  running  parallel 
with  the  Potomac  River,  and  a  splendid  view  of  nature  was  afforded.  At  Fair¬ 
fax,  at  an  altitude  of  3,000  feet,  we  crossed  the  divide,  being  the  head  waters  of 
the  Potomac  and  Cheat  Rivers. 

At  Thomas  the  company  has  two  mines,  one  operated  as  adrift  mine  and  the 
other  by  a  shaft.  These  mines  are  equipped  throughout  with  electricity,  being 
one  of  the  first  to  adopt  this  method  of  mining.  Seven  machines  are  in  opera¬ 


tion  in  the  cutting  of  coal,  and  the  circuits  of  cutting  run  over  half  mile  dis¬ 
tances  in  each  direction.  The  coal  is  splendidly  prepared,  having  every  fa¬ 
cility  possible  to  market  this  product  in  as  clean  and  lumpy  a  condition  as  pos¬ 
sible.  This  coal  has  made  quite  a  reputation  for  itself  in  the  past  few  years  as 
it  does  not  disintegrate  by  abrasion,  and  is  an  especially  economical  coal  un¬ 
der  strong  draft.  At  Coketon,  some  two  miles  distance,  is  the  celebrated 
Davis  mine,  the  product  of  which  is  peculiarly  adapted  for  smelting  and  forg¬ 
ing,  being  practically  free  from  sulphur  and  it  cokes  moderately  well.  This  is 
where  the  company  has  some  500  coke  ovens  erected  with  a  capacity  of  800 
tons  of  coke  per  day.  These  ovens  are  nearly  all  bee  hives  of  the  standard 
Connellsville  type.  Slack  or  fine  coal  is  used  from  the  Davis  mine  for  coking 
purposes,  which  gives  the  best  results  and  is  equal  to  the  best  on  the  market. 
The  yield  of  coke  from  this  plant  is  over  67  per  cent.  Saturday  night  was 
spent  at  Davis,  the  home  of  Mr.  Landstreet,  where  our  host  made  things  par¬ 
ticularly  pleasant  for  the  party. 

The  following  morning  a  visit  was  paid  to  Elkins,  which  is  a  very  attrac¬ 
tive  town,  considering  it  is  only  four  years  old.  The  residences  of  U.  S.  Sena¬ 
tor  Stephen  B.  Elkins,  Hon.  Henry  G.  Davis  and  Col.  R.  C.  Kernes  are  beau¬ 
tifully  situated,  overlooking  the  town,  and  are  an  attraction  of  themselves 
worthy  of  the  trip.  The  party  was  taken  in  carriages  to  the  home  of  Senator 
Elkins,  after  which  a  sumptuous  repast  was  partaken  of  with  Hon.H.G.’Davis. 
We  took  our  departure  with  much  regret.  The  overwhelming  reception 
given  the  party  here  and  the  kindly  manner  in  which  we  were  received  made 
this  a  red-letter  day  which  will  ever  be  remembered  by  those  who  participated 
as  one  of  the  most  pleasant  and  entertainingly  instructive  outings  that  it  has 
been  their  good  fortune  to  enjoy. 


THE  HAH  SYSTE.H  OF  DELIVERING  COAL. 


The  accompanying  illustrations  show  the  screen  and  method  of  filling 
bags  and  a  truck  loaded  ready  to  deliver  the  anthracite  coal  to  customers. 
The  canvas  bags  and  screens  may  be  obtained  from  the  Lansing  W heelbarrow 
Co.,  Lansing,  NIich. 

The  use  of  bags  for  the  delivery  of  coal  to  residences  is  becoming  very 

popular.  The  bags  (holding  100  lbs. 
each)  are  filled  in  the  yard  from  a 
screen  or  hopper,  and  are  ready  for 
immediate  loading.  When  carted  to 
their  destination  the  driver  does  the 
delivering.  It  is  not  necessary  to  weigh 
each  bag  when  filled,  but  for  a  ton 
twenty  bags  are  placed  on  the  wagon, 
driven  on  the  scale  and  weighed  in 
bulk. 

Advantages  of  the  bag  system  are, 
economy  in  time  and  labor,  which 
means  less  expense  in  handling.  Coal 
can  be  delivered  with  fewer  teams  and 
men.  No  scattering  of  coal  or  dust 
through  the  house  or  on  walks,  and 
lawns  are  not  injured.  Bags  are  filled 
in  the  yard  by  the  yard  man  ready  for 
loading,  loaded  on  the  wagon,  requir¬ 
ing  only  a  few  minutes.  The  driver  will  take  less  time  to  unload,  as  all  shov¬ 
eling  is  avoided.  Coal  will  be  better  prepared  and  delivered  without  waste, 
and  as  there  is  no  noise  or  dust  to  annoy,  it  will  give  customers  satisfaction, 
which  will  result  in  increased  trade.  Coal  for  different  customers  may  be 


taken  out  at  one  time.  Progressive  dealers  have  often  materially  enhanced 
their  business  by  introducing  this  system. 

All  that  is  required  to  introduce  the  bag  system  in  any  yard  is  a  supply  of 
bags  and  a  screen  adapted  for  filling  them.  The  screen  is  simple  yet  strongly 
constructed,  made  of  durable  materials  and  inexpensive.  It  is  made  with 
hooks  to  support  the  bags  by  the  handles.  It  is  provided  with  a  gate  which 
can  be  used  when  it  is  desired  to  retain  the  coal  in  the  screen.  It  is  elevated 
at  the  mouth  only  18  inches.  Old  yard  screens  can  be  remodeled  by  making 
a  spout  and  providing  legs  for  elevating  it  to  the  proper  height. 

In  order  not  to  shovel  the  coal  but  once,  it  is  necessary  to  fill  the  bags  by 
using  a  screen  properly  fitted  and  elevated  so  as  to  suspend  the  bag  at  its  full 
length  from  the  floor.  Special  hoppers  can  be  made  to  fill  bags  from  pocket 
screens  or  cars. 

For  delivering,  any  ordinary  cart  or  box-wagon  can  be  used.  The  most 
convenient,  however,  is  a  truck,  as  shown  in  cut,  the  sides  and  rear  of  which, 
beine  stakes  and  chains,  the  bags  can  be  removed  more  readily. 

Further  information,  catalogues,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  on  addressing  the 
Lansing  Wheelbarrow  Co.,  Lansing,  Mich. 


no 


TThk  Black:  Diamond. 


[October  S 


OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interest 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


(St. 


Daniel  Fisher  has  opened  a  coal  yard  at  Pigeon,  Mich. 

* 

*  * 

Geo.  M.  Bennett  continues  the  coal  business  of  Joseph  Cloedt,  Sollitt,  Ill. 

* 

♦  * 

B.  C.  Robertson  &  Co.  entered  the  coal  trade  of  Webb  City,  Mo.,  October 


*  * 


McClain  Jones  have  succeeded  N.  B.  McClain  in  the  coal  business  at 
Corinth,  Ky. 

♦  * 

G.  H.  Bentley  has  succeeded  to  the  coal  business  of  W.  H.  Bentley, 
Pontiac,  Mich. 

*  ♦ 

John  Englert  has  purchased  the  coal  business  of  W.  W.  Jones  &  Co.,  Mar¬ 
shalltown,  Iowa. 

* 

4:  * 

R.  Gostran,  Alton,  111.,  has  changed  his  fir.n's  name,  and  it  now  rerds.  The 
Gossran  Coal  Co. 

*  * 

* 

W.  C.  McKeniy  has  entered  the  coal  business  at  Fourth  and  Dayton 
streets,  Hamilton,  O. 


The  Reynolds  Coal  Co.  is  a  new  Chicago  concern.  Their  offices  are  at 
LaSalle  and  Randolph  streets. 


*  * 


The  Brookside  Coal  and  Manufacturing  Co.,  Troy,  Ill.,  has  been  recently 
incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $8,000. 


* 

:k  ^ 


The  Western  Mining  &:  Fuel  Co.,  of  Topeka,  Kansas,  has  been  recently 
incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $300,000. 


* 

*  * 


Anthracite  is  selling  at  $5.25  per  ton  at  Appleton,  Wis. 
son  $6  was  refused  by  the  local  trade. 


Early  in  the  sea- 


The  firm  of  Ferguson  &  Drake,  Owensboro,  Ky.,  has  dissolved  partner¬ 
ship,  Mr.  Ferguson  buying  Mr.  Drake  out.  Mr.  L.  P.  Drake  and  his  brother, 
W.  P.,  have  bought  Rowan  Holbrook’s  interest  in  the  Field  Coal  Company. 


* 


Extensive  improvements  are  being  made  to  the  coal  yard  of  J.  H.  O’Con¬ 
nor,  including  a  new  shed,  eighty  by  forty  feet,  which  will  increase  the  capa¬ 
city  of  the  coal  pockets  to  800  tons,  says  a  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.,  correspondent. 


* 

*  * 


At  the  Ipswich,  Mass.,  Water  Board  meeting  Monday  evening,  the  follow¬ 
ing  bids  for  coal  were  received:  P.  R.  Eames,  $3.81 ;  John  S.  Glover,  $3.55;  T. 
B.  Fall  &  Son,  $3.49:  J.  M.  Caldwell  Sc  Son,  $3.48.  The  latter  bid  was  ac¬ 
cepted. 


* 

He  He 


Worcester  continues  to  hold  the  record  for  the  lowest  price  of  coal  among 
the  New  England  cities.  Several  months  have  elapsed  now  since  the  Coal 
Club  was  disbanded  by  the  summary  reduction  of  $(  a  ton,  at  a  time  when  the 
wholesale  price  was  going  up. 


* 

*  * 

John  H.  Tupper,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  who  has  conducted  a  coal  business  on  River 
street  during  the  last  twenty-nine  years,  has  leased  the  extensive  yards  form¬ 
erly  occupied  by  Edward  Bolton  on  Front  street,  at  the  foot  of  Grand  street, 
and  will  continue  in  the  coal  business. 

*** 

John  Giblin,of  Ilion,  N.  Y.,  has  purchased  D.  C.  Bangs’  coal  yard  on  West 
Main  street.  Little  Falls,  and  will  take  possession  in  a  few  days.  Mr.  Giblin 
is  the  owner  of  a  coal  yard  in  Ilion  and  the  manager  for  Little  Falls  of  the 
Herkimer  County  Light  and  Power  Company. 

*** 

The  Marston  &  Converse  Coal  Company,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  with  offices  at 
75  State  street  and  wharves  242  and  252  Albany  street,  has  made  an  assign¬ 
ment.  The  business  was  started  in  1889,  April  last  the  statement 

showed  assets  of  $186,000  and  liabilities  of  $138,000. 

Numerous  inquiries  have  been  received  by  the  writer  as  to  where  a  short 
method  of  figuring  could  be  secured  and  what  the  price  of  same  would  be. 
Instead  of  answering  these  communications  individually  we  direct  you  to 
page  371,  where  the  information  vou  seek  can  be  obtained. 

H= 

*  ^ 

Mr.  Donald  Fraser  and  Mr.  T.  T.  Cummings  have  purchased  the  stock 
and  leased  the  plant  of  the  Co-Operative  Coal  Supply  Co.,  Augusta,  Ga.,  and 
are  preparing  for  a  large  fall  business.  Mr.  Fraser  has  been  known  in  news¬ 
paper  and  business  circles  for  a  number  of  years,  and  no  man  enjoys  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  esteem  of  the  people  to  a  greater  extent.  Mr.  Cummings  is 
equally  well  and  favorably  known.  These  gentlemen  have  every  (jualification 
for  success,  and  we  feel  sure  that  they  will  achieve  it. 

The  Wellington-Wild  Coal  Co.,  successors  to  Horatio  Wellington  &  Co., 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  and  B.  F.  Wild  &  Co.,  have  purchased  of  William  Otis 
Wiley  his  good  will  and  interest  in  the  business  formerly  carried  on  by  him 
under  the  firm  name  of  Smith  &  Wiley  at  34  Warren  Avenue.  The  new  con¬ 
cern  will  continue  the  business  in  connection  with  their  other  wharves  and 
offices.  Charles  S.  Wellington,  who  has  been  with  Smith  &  Wiley  for  years, 
will  remain.  The  office  at  133  Main  street  will  be  discontinued,  and  John  Rea 
will  hereafter  be  connected  with  the  Warren  avenue  office. 


Among  the  many  business  firms  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  improving  and 
reaching  out  for  more  trade  may  be  mentioned  the  well-known  coal  firm  of 
.S.  T.  Bibb  &  Co.,  who  will  in  a  few  days  move  from  their  present  location, 
corner  of  Sixth  and  Rusk  streets,  to  1004  Main  street,  next  door  to  the  Rock 
Island  g^encral  offices,  where  more  commodious  quarters  have  been  arranged 
for  the  firm  s  extensive  business.  The  building  they  are  to  occupy  is  built  of 
brick,  large  new  scales  put  in  a  tasty  office  is  being  arranged,  in  fact  every 
apartment  shows  the  master  hand  of  an  up-to-date,  progressive  firm. 

+ 

If  any  members  of  the  retail  fraternity  intend  doing  any  advertising  this 
year  it’s  about  time  they  were  thinking  about  it.  The  retail  trade  seems  to  have 
the  idea  that  their  branch  of  the  coal  industry  cannot  be  profitably  advertised. 
That  s  where  they  make  a  big  mistake.  When  any  retail  advertising  comes 
under  our  notice  we  follow  it  up  and  do  our  best  to  ascertain  what  the  results 
were,  and  m  95  per  cent  of  the  cases  investigated,  we  received  this  answer  or 
something  meaning  the  same  thing:  "Nothing  has  ever  paid  me  better.  It 
was  one  of  the  best  investments  I  ever  made.”  Now  why  is  it,  with  such  splen¬ 
did  results  awaiting  their  effort,  that  the  retail  trade,  speaking  generally,  does 
not  do  more  advertising?  We  can  only  answer  that  they  must  be  ignorant  of 
the  results,  or  they  are  too  slow,  or  too  far  behind  the  times  as  it  were,  to  per¬ 
ceive  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  anything  upon  which  money  has  to  be 
expended  before  its  value  can  be  ascertained. 

No  matter  where  he  is  situated  the  retail  dealer  always  has  a  rival  in  his 
own  immediate  neighborhood.  They  strive  in  almost  every  way  possible  to 
secure  a  customer  from  the  other,  but  they  forget  the  value  of  publicity.  Right 
here  is  where  the  wide-awake  coal  dealer  can  leave  his  more  slothful  oppon¬ 
ent  far  behind  and  secure  the  rnajor  part  of  his  business,  providing  he  goes 
about  it  in  the  right  way.  This  is  the  time  of  the  year  when  retail  advertising 
will  be  most  effective.  You  probably  will  ask:  "How  shall  I  advertise?” 
We  answer  there  are  many  ways.  Calendar  advertising  at  this  time  of  the 
year  would  be  very  appropriate.  A  thousand  carefully  distributed,  will  cover 
the  field  of  the  average  retail  coal  merchant  and  prove  a  daily  reminder  for 

the  next  year  that - the  coal  dealer,  is  selling  the  best  coal  at  the  best 

price  to  be  had  in  town.  A  neat,  attractive  blotter  will  also  prove  a  paying 
medium.  If  you  live  in  a  small  town  supply  every  business  man  with  several. 
Place  a  couple  in  the  hands  of  his  wife,  and  by  this  means  you  reach  the  pur¬ 
chaser  of  the  fuel  you  have  to  sell  all  the  time. 

If  you  do  any  blotter  or  calendar  advertising, be  sure  you  get  good  blotters 
and  good  calendars,  as  poor  ones  are  a  dead  loss  and  will  only  find  their  way 
into  the  waste-basket.  The  local  papers  also  help  to  keep  your  name  before 
the  public  and  there  are  many  other  ways  of  which  I  will  tell  you  another  time. 


WESTERN  COAL  AM)  COKE  NOTES. 


Coal  in  paying  quantities  has  been  found  in  Portsmouth,  near  Bay  City, 
Mich.  ^ 

One  mile  south  of  Camden,  Ill.,  John  Bowlin  and  another  young  man  have 
opened  a  coal  bank  on  the  land  of  C.  (•.  Anderson. 

Cheap  coal  will  solve  the  problem  of  bringing  manufacturing  industries  to 
Bay  City,  Mich.,  as  it  has  now  no  less  than  five  large  producing  mines  close 
to  its  site. 

At  Rushville,  III.,  Fred  Welty  and  George  Rader  have  purchased  the  in¬ 
terest  of  Hen  Shivley  in  the  Bowers  coal  bank,  and  will  work  it  during  the 
coming  winter. 

At  Walsenberg,  Colo.,  the  Toltec  coal  mine  is  preparing  to  increase  its 
output  by  erecting  new  buildings  and  putting  in  new  machinery,  tracks  and 
adding  more  coal  cars. 

T.  J.  Davies,  Don  and  M.  J.  Johnson,  have  leased  from  the  Northern  Pa¬ 
cific  the  Mountain  House  coal  mine  near  Chesnut,  Mont.  They  have  a  twen¬ 
ty-year  lease  and  are  now  developing  the  property. 

On  October  i  the  price  of  coal  at  Denver,  Colo.,  was  advanced  25  cents 
per  ton.  Southern  coal  is  now  selling  at  $4.50  and  Northern  coal  at  $4  per 
ton,  and  a  further  rise  is  looked  for  by  November  r. 

At  Wesley,  across  the  river  from  Peoria,  Ill.,  another  coal  shift  has  been 
added  to  those  already  in  operation.  It  is  owned  by  Musbaugh  &  Co.,  and  it 
is  within  the  city  limits.  It  is  67  feet  deep,  with  a  vein  of  good  soft  coal  4^ 
feet  thick. 

The  coal  stocks  on  the  Superior-Duluth  docks  are  estimated  at  700,000  to 
750,000  tons,  of  which  250,000  tons  is  anthracite  and  450,000  to  500,000  tons  soft 
coal.  The  unsteady  prices  are  discouraging  buying  and  coal  is  not  moving 
out  as  rapidly  as  coal  men  would  like. 

Slade  &  Fleming,  of  Oskaloosa,  la.,  have  opened  up  a  new  coal  mine 
northwest  of  the  poor  farm,  Des  Moines.  They  have  about  two  hundred  acres 
of  land,  and  are  sinking  their  hoisting  and  air  shafts  together.  The  mines 
will  probably  eventually  give  employment  to  150  men. 

Work  at  the  new  coal  shaft  at  Colfax,  Ill.,  is  progressing  satisfactorily. 
The  tower  is  framed,  and  will  be  raised  the  first  of  next  week.  All  the  ma¬ 
chinery  used  will  be  new  and  first-class.  The  cages  will  be  self-dumping,  and 
the  shaker  screens  will  be  used,  with  all  the  latest  improvements. 

In  Colorado,  forest  fires  over  in  the  region  of  Elk  Mountain,  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  Carbondale,  are  some  of  the  richest  coal  deposits  of  the  West,  from 
which  large  supplies  are  drawn  for  the  Utah  and  Pacific  trade.  These  mines 
are  in  jeopardy,  and  any  day  may  see  the  flames  fasten  their  fangs  on  the 
vitals  of  the  great  range,  there  to  burn  for  years,  destroying  one  of  the  most 
valuable  resources  of  the  state. 

The  Northwestern  Coal  Railway  Company  has  the  largest  coal  docks  at 
the  head  of  the  lakes,  which  are  situated  on  Allouez  bay  at  the  east  end.  Of 
all  the  coal  brought  to  the  head  of  the  lakes  the  dock  of  this  company  is  capa¬ 
ble  of  holding  more  than  any  other  dock  at  both  cities.  It  is  among  the  larg¬ 
est  docks  on  all  the  lakes.  The  capacity  is  350,000  tons  of  coal,  and  in  size  the 
dock  is  1,500  feet  long  and  475  feet  wide. 
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The  BivACk  Diamond. 


DISCOVERY  OF  COAL  ONLY  RECENT. 

Some  time  ago  it  was  proposed  to  celebrate  this  year  the  700th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  discovery  of  coal  in  Europe,  which,  it  is  claimed,  was  made  near 
Liege,  in  Belgium,  in  1198.  Dr.  F.  Buttgenbach  has  now  published  a  pam¬ 
phlet  to  prove  that  the  discovery  was  made  eighty-five  years  earlier,  in  1 1 13, 
in  the  basin  of  the  river  Worm,  north  of  Aix  la  Chapelle.  He  brings  forth 
much  evidence  to  prove  that  outcrops  of  coal  were  worked  in  that  year  and 


long  after  by  the  monks  of  Kerktrade,  who  first  discovered  its  qualities  as 
fuel  and  utilized  the  mineral,  or  “black  earth,”  as  it  was  called.  The  word 
‘  kuhl,”  an  old  German  term  meaning  a  pit,  was  the  origin,  according  to  this 
statement,  of  the  German  “kohl”  and  the  English  “coal.”  The  generally  ac¬ 
cepted  legend  has  been  that  coal  was  first  used  at  Liege  by  a  blacksmith 
named  Hullos,  from  whose  name  comes  the  French  “houille” — coal.  He  found 
that  the  “black  earth”  which  outcropped  near  Liege  could  be  used  in  the 
forge  instead  of  charcoal. 


s,  c. 

- AGENT - 
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EASTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


The  new  No.  40  colliery  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company  at  Hazleton, 
Pa.,  has  commenced  operations,  employing  400  men  and  boys. 

The  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  has  leased  1,000  acres  of  coal  land 
lying  between  Salineville  and  Irondale,  Ohio,  and  is  testing  the  land. 

A  four-foot  vein  of  coal  has  been  struck  at  a  depth  of  150  feet  by  Ray¬ 
mond  Schul  at  Roach  Lake,  Livingston  county,  Ohio.  Mr.  Schul  will  sink  a 
shaft  in  the  near  future. 

A.  L.  Keister  of  Scottdale  is  opening  up  a  large  tract  of  hard  coal.  He  is 
building  a  tipple  and  40  or  50  tenement  houses  on  the  Woodward  farm,  which 
he  purchased  a  short  time  ago. 

The  Port  Royal  Coal  Company,  Greensburg,  Pa.,  is  constructing  a  steel 
tipple  at  shaft  No.  i.  Electric  haulage  and  40-pound  steel  rails  will  also  be 
put  in  the  mines.  About  two  months  will  be  required  to  complete  this  work. 

Robert  Brownlee,  of  Ralston,  chief  of  the  bureau  of  mines  of  Pennsylvania, 
is,  by  direction  of  Governor  Hastings,  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  and' 
full  report  of  the  mine  disaster  at  Brownsville,  where  so  many  men  lost  their 
lives. 

The  directors  of  the  new  incorporation,  the  Glens  Falls  Coal  Co.,  Glens 
Falls.  N.  Y.,  have  organized  by  the  election  of  Thomas  S.  Coolidge,  president; 
James  W.  Hunting,  vice-president;  and  John  H.  Burnham,  secretary  and 
treasurer. 

The  W.  G.  Payne  Coal  Company  of  Luzerne,  Pa.,  has  put  in  a  large  pair 
of  air  compressors,  Corliss  engines,  cylinders  measuring  18x36  inches  and  air 
barrels  28x36  inches,  to  run  stationary  engines  and  pumps,  which  have  hereto¬ 
fore  been  driven  by  steam. 

Superintendents  of  the  plants  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company  were  last 
week  ordered  to  fire  up  additional  ovens,  the  instructions  covering  the  entire 
Connellsville  region.  There  will  be  at  least  a  ten  percent  increase  in  the  out¬ 
put  of  coke  within  the  next  two  days. 

The  mammoth  new  sugar  loaf  breaker  of  the  Schuylkill  Valley  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  at  Hazeltown,  Pa.,  commenced  operations  last  week.  About  2,500  men 
and  boys  will  be  given  work  at  the  new  colliery  within  the  next  few  weeks.  The 
breaker  is  said  to  be  the  largest  and  best  equipped  in  the  world. 

The  fire  which  has  been  raging  in  the  Twin  shaft  at  Pittston,  Pa.,  has  now 
assumed  such  proportions  that  rigorous  steps  must  be  taken  to  subdue  it.  It 
may  be  necessary  to  discontinue  work  and  flood  the  shaft  to  extinguish  the 
fire,  but  a  desperate  fight  will  be  made  before  this  plan  is  resorted  to. 

St.  Patrick’s  church  at  Audenried,  Pa.,  is  slowly  sinking  into  the  mines, 
and  the  abandonment  of  the  property  probably  will  be  necessary.  For  the* 
past  ten  hours  the  ground  has  been  settling  and  the  southern  wing  of  the 
church  is  almost  entirely  torn  away,  the  main  building  being  supported  only 
by  two  badly  twisted  pillars. 

Large  quantities  of  coal  are  still  being  shipped  from  Philadelphia  to  the 
West  Indies.  October  i  the  British  steamships  King  Frederick,  for  Matanzas, 
with  3,715  tons  of  bituminous  coal;  the  H.  M.  Pollock,  for  St.  Thomas,  with 
3,275  tons,  and  the  bark  Louisa  Adelaide,  for  Georgetown,  Demerara,  with  800 
tons  of  bituminous,  cleared  from  that  port. 

The  hoisting  engine  house  and  contents  of  the  Luke  Fidler  colliery  at 
Shamokin,  Pa.,  were  destroyed  by  fire  last  week.  The  loss  is  $3,000.  This 
colliery,  owing  to  a  fire  in  the  mines,  was  idle  for  several  months,  and  only  re¬ 
sumed  work  about  six  weeks  ago.  The  loss  will  again  enforce  an  idleness  of 
weeks.  The  Luke  Fidler  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Mineral  Railroad  and 
Mining  Company. 

The  North  Chicago  Rolling  Mill  Company  has  acquired  within  a  short 
time  nearly  1,500  acres  of  coking  coal  on  Coal  Lick  Run,  F'ayette  county.  Pa. 
The  tract  includes  the  William  Dawson  farm,  on  which  a  large  force  is  at  work 
quarrying  stone  for  several  hundred  coke  ovens  and  for  foundations  fora  large 
number  of  company  houses  for  coke  workers.  Contracts  for  the  construction 
of  the  ovens  and  houses  have  been  let. 

The  Pennsylvia  Railroad  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  and  coke  originating 
on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  week  ending  September  24,  1898, 
and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year  as 
follows:  ’ 

1898.  1898.  1897. 

Weekending  Year  to  Year  to 


Sept.  24.  Sept.  24.  Sept,  25. 

Anthracite,  tons .  86,052  2,588,088  2,525,331 

Bituminous,  tons .  282,714  10,071,283  9,’oo9,’338 

Coke,  tons .  109,256  4.334,639  3,301,825 


Total .  478,022  16,994,010  14,836,494 


The  J.  H.  Somers  Coal  Co.,  Saginaw,  Mich.,  the  Pere  Marquette  Coal  Co. 
the  Standard  Coal  Co.,  and  the  Saginaw  Coal  Co.,  had  very  fine  displays  of  the 
products  of  their  mines  at  the  industrial  parade  at  Saginaw,  Mich.,  last  week. 
The  Somers  concern  had  one  solid  block  of  coal  weighing  2,600  pounds,  taken 
from  the  St.  Charles  mine.  It  is  reported  that  there  is  a  scarcity  of  coal  in 
tbe  Cable  shaft  at  Woodhull,  Ill.,  and  that  a  part  of  the  men  at  work  in  it  will 
probably  be  soon  transferred  to  the  Sherrard  shaft. 


TRUE  REASON  FOR  USE  OF  ANTHRACITE  IN  NAVY. 


By  introducing  anthracite  coal  in  the  navy,  the  Anthracite  Coal  Operators 
Association  hopes  to  introduce  coal  into  foreign  markets  for  domestic  use  and 
also  influence  foreign  navies  to  use  the  same  fuel.  In  reply  to  the  various 
comments  recently  published  on  this  subject,  the  September  association  letter 
says: 

“There  is  a  mistaken  impression  that,  in  desiring  to  introduce  anthracite 
in  the  Navy,  the  association  hopes  to  find  a  market  which  will  immediately 
absorb  a  large  tonnage.  To  correct  this,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  amount  of 
coal  consumed  by  the  Navy  was  carefully  considered  before  the  first  effort 
was  niade,  over  a  year  ago,  and  it  was  recognized  that  even  if  no  coal  but  an¬ 
thracite  was  used  by  the  Navy  along  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  the  quantity  would 
be  only  from  75,000  to  100,000  tons  in  times  of  peace.  This,  owing  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  vessels  now  to  remain  in  service,  will  likely  be  increased  to  100,000  or 
150,000  tons.  The  quantity  does  not  seem  large  when  compared  with  th’e  total 
f  t^iat  either  chestnut,  egg  or  broken  coal  would  be 

found  best  suited  to  the  work,  and  a  market  for  such  a  tonnage  of  any  one  of 
^ese  sizes  is  certainly  desiable.  But  this  is  only  a  part  of  the  result  which  would 
be  gained.  If  vessels  carry  anthracite  to  naval  coaling  stations,  they  can  in 
the  same  service  and  at  moderate  ocean  freights,  which  would  result  from 
a  steady  traffic,  carry  it  to  the  other  ports  where  it  can  he  sold  for  domestic 
use.  F urther,  if  our  navy  should  use  anthracite,  it  is  not  improbable  that  for¬ 
eign  countries  would  desire  the  same  fuel.” 


FOR  nQ 

1  ■  1  MINE  OPERATORS, 

HI  AGENTS  AND 

w 

'Hh  SALESMEN  ON  THE  ROAD. 

Hyatt’s  Telegraph  Code 

IS  A  MONEY  SAVER. 

Will  save  75  per  cent  on  Telegraph  Bills. 

SECOND  EDITION  NOW  READY. 

PRICE,  $1.50. 

This  small  sum  is  covered  in  a  very  few  telegrams. 

The  only  General  Code  ever  published  covering  Coal  and  Coke 

from  all  districts. 

For  furtlier  iororiuatiou  address  tiie  compiler. 


-D-  F*.  HYiV'T'r, 

DETROIT,^  ■  ^  ■ _ ■  MICHIGAN. 

J.  B.  CABliE,  Pres.  GEO.  M.  SP  ICE,  Vice-Pre 

F.  L..  CHAPITIAIV,  Sec.  H.  W.  C.  BOWDOIN,  Treas. 


OHIO  GOAL  CO. 

General  Offices;  Pioneer  Press  Building,  ST. PAUL,  MINN. 

...Agencies  at... 

Ashland,  West  Superior,  Green  Bay,  ITIilwaukee,  Wis.; 

St.  Paul,  ITIInneapolIs,  Duluth,  minn.;  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 
...Distributing'  Docks... 

Duluth,  Ashland,  West  Superior,  inilwaukee. 

DEAEEBS  IN 

ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  GOALS 

ALSO 

BEST  GRADES  OF  COKE 


THE  CELEBRATED 


H'DAVK^ 


SMITHING  COAL 


DAVIS  GOAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY.  . 

ELK  GARDEN  BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  TKE 

Davis  Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing;  Coals. 


High  in  Carbon. 

Low  in  Sulphur  and  Ash. 


For  Ore  Smelters,  Foundries 
and  Family  Use. 


Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont  W  Va 

SMITHING  COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


The  Pratt  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized  in  Paducah,  Ky.,  to  handle  Ken¬ 
tucky  coal. 

At  least  a  dozen  new  coal  mines  were  opened  in  two  miles  of  Hawesv  ille 
in  the  last  two  months. 

The  Jefferson  Coal  and  Coke  Company,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  assigned  last 
week;  assets  not  given. 

The  cannel  coal  mines  at  West  Pineville,  Ky.,  which  have  been  idle  for 
several  months,  have  resumed  operations. 

The  Aberdeen  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  has  established  a  boat  yard  at  Morgan¬ 
town,  Ky.,  for  building  and  repairing  river  barges,  and  the  ways  will  be  com¬ 
pleted  in  a  short  time  for  the  initial  work. 

State  Geologist  Eugene  A.  Smith,  of  Alabama,  reports  the  production  of 
coal  in  that  state  for  the  months  of  June  and  July  937,297  tons.  1  he  coke 
manufactured  amounted  to  195,867  tons.  The  pig  iron  output  was  167,534 
long  tons. 

Coal  shipments  from  the  George’s  Creek  Cumberland  region  by  rail  for 
the  week  ending  September  24,  aggregated  79,807.01  tons.  Canal  shipments 
were  7,866.02  tons.  Total  shipments  for  the  year  aggregate  2,994,006  tons,  an 
increase  of  142,556.98  tons  over  the  corresponding  period  of  1897. 

During  the  week  ending  September  24,  21,985.03  tons  of  coal  and  3,427.14 
tons  of  coke  were  shipped  from  the  Elk  Garden  and  Upper  Potomac  region  in 
West  Virginia.  The  output  of  the  region  shows  a  decrease  of  13,763.10  tons  ot 
coal  and  an  increase  of  38,507.11  tons  of  coke,  as  compared  with  1897. 

The  New  York  Coal  Company  has  been  incorporated  to  mine  coal  and 
manufacture  coke  in  Taylor  County,  West  \  irginia.  and  other  sections.  The 
shares  are  held  by  ex-Senator  Davis,  John  T.  Davis,  Charles  S.  Rol^,  ot 
Elkins;  Col.  T.  B.  Davis,  of  Keyser,  and  C.  M.  Hendley,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  mining  of  coal  is  an  important  industry  to  Maryland.  Not  less  than 
44,000  acres  of  land  are  underlaid  with  coal  deposits,  17,000  acres  containing 
the  fourteen-foot  vein,  while  the  average  annual  output  for  the  past  five  years 
has  been  over  4,500,000  tons.  About  4,200  men  are  employed  at  an  average 
wage  of  about  $1.80  per  diem. 

The  big  coke  plant  at  the  Riverside  iron  works,  at  Benwood,  W.  Va., 
which  has  been  in  course  of  construction  almost  one  year,  and  will  have  cost 
with  its  appurtenances  when  finished  almost  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars, 
will  very  likely  be  in  operation.  The  coke  plant  was  built  and  will  be  oper¬ 
ated  by  the  Semet-Solvay  company,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  It  will  furnish  the 
big  Riverside  plant  with  coke  and  gas,  the  latter  being  produced  from  the 
burning  of  the  coal  which  is  made  into  coke. 

Arrangements  have  been  perfected  for  the  consolidation,  under  a  new 
charter,  of  all  the  big  coal  mines  now  operating  independently  in  the  Kelly  s 
Creek  region.  West  Virginia.  There  are  six  of  these,  and  the  new  company 
will  be  capitalized  at  $1,000,000.  The  new  corporation  will  be  known  as  the 
New  Coal  Company.  The  consolidation  will  be  managed  by  J.  W.  Dawson, 
for  years  superintendent  of  the  Kanawha  and  Michigan  Railroad  Company. 
The  new  company  will  compete  in  the  Western  and  Southern  markets. 


The  large  engine  and  boilers  of  the  Silver  Creek  Coal  Mining  Company, 
Lebanon,  III.,  were  removed  last  week  to  New  Baden,  where  a  coal  shaft  will 
be  sunk.  The  shaft  of  the  Silver  Creek  Mining  Company  was  abandoned 
about  a  year  ago  on  account  of  a  subterranean  stream  of  water. 


NEILSON 

RED^ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

DICKLSOJST  &  EDDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Office.  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Agt. 

C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

“AVOCA  ”  (Pittston  District) 

“FRANKLIN  (Lackawanna  District) 
“LOUISE  ”  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE;  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

Moshanion  and  Camberland  Vein  Bitniinons  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Title  Buildins.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


XHexURNEY  Sc.  JONES  CO., 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL 


■  •  •  ■  THE  ■  ■  •  ■ 


CONGO  COAL 

Anthracite  and  Smithing  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  No.  355  Dearborn  St. 

COLUMBUS,  O.  _  _  CHICACO,  ILL. 

H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO., 

Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna.  Headquarters  for 

GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells¬ 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing  and 
domestic  purposes.  I  3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

Direct  Connections  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

Quotations  Freight  Rates  Pamphlets  e-ivine  fullinformation  promptly  furnished  upon  application. 
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Harrison 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years’ 
Service. 


1600 
Machines 
ill  nse. 


i:il5 
sq.  ft.  in 
honrs. 


Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 

Best  Combination  for  Mining  Operations. 

COMBINA¬ 
TION 
RECORD: 

17  years* 
continn- 
ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
donble 
shift. 


GEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY,  -  -  -  Chicago,  Illinois. 

The  “Link-Belt”  Electric  Chain  Breast  Machine. 


COVERED  BY  FOUR  U.  S.  PATENTS  ISSUED  AND  PENDING. 


Special  Points  of  Advantage: 

(^ts  a  perfectly  level  floor;  leaves  no  bottom  coal  for  loaders  to  take  up. 

Works  equally  well  to  right  or  left  across  room  or  entry.  Machine  cuttings  can  be 
shoveled  from  either  side. 

System  of  rollers  by  means  of  which  machine  is  easily  moved  across  face  of  room 
thereby  greatly  increasing  capacity. 

Shortest  machine  for  length  of  undercut. 

Most  secure  and  easily-handled  rear  jack,  attached  to  machine 
Simplest  feeding  mechanism  Less  gears  and  fewest  number  of  parts. 

Compai-t  ‘'dust  and  water-proof”  irou-elad  multipolar  motor. 

Strongest  frame  and  chain,  admitting  of  using  steel  most  economically. 
Chisel-holding  device  covered  by  patents  BU:tained  by  Judge  Sage. 


ELECTRIC 


Power  Generators^ 
Mine  Pumps, 
Locomotives, 

Drills,  Etc. 


The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 


PRICES  AND  ESTIMATES  ON  APPLICATION. 


Engineers-Founders-Machinists,  Chicago,  u.  s.  a. 


THE  JEFFREY  CHAIN  COAL  RUTTING  MACHINERY. 

All  Claims  Based  on  Actual  Results. 


Machinery  fully  covered  by  Guarantees 

The  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter  will  produce  from 
100  percent  to  150  per  cent  more  coal  than  the 
puncher  machines  under  the  same  conditions. 

COMPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


Electric  Chain  Coal  Cutter 


Electric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  Drills. 

Electric  Sheariug’  Machines. 
Air  Shearing:  Machines. 


Electric  Eongwall  Machines. 
Air  Longwall  Machines. 
Electric  Locomotives. 

Electric  Pumps. 


Manufacturers  Dynamos  and  Motors. 


Compressed  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 


THE  JEFFREY  MFG.  CO., 


Colu] 


ibus,  Ohio. 


The  Black  Diamond. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 

rOBUSHSO  WXSKLT 

IN  THE  INTEREST  OF  THE  COAL  INSUSTSfX 
er  THE  BLACK  D/AKCMD  COMHAHT 

(UCOORPOIUTED.) 

OFFICIAL  PAPER  OF  THE  COAL  DEALERS'  ASSOCIATION  OF 
ILLINOIS  AND  WISCONSIN-Secretary,  F.  E.  Lukens,  Chicago 
III.  THE  MICHIGAN  RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCI ATION-Secretary, 
James  T.  Eaman,  Detroit,  Mich.;  THE  WHOLESALE  AND 
RETAIL  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF  OHIO-Secretary, 
W.J. Ferguson,  Dayton,  Ohio;  and  THE  INDIANA  RETAIL  COAL 
ASSOCIATION-Seoretary,  A.  C.  Hill,  Kendailvllle,  Ind. 


JOHN  B.  LUCAS,  -  -  _  Editor 

Mrs.  K.  a.  BISCHOPF,  -  Business  Manager 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE, 

Yearly  (in  advance), . •  •  •  $3.00 

Single  Copies, . .10 


ADVERTISING  BATES — FURNISHED  ON  APPLICATION. 

Address  all  communications  to 

The  Black  Diamond 

Temple  Court  Building  - . Chicago.  III. 

New  York,  29  Liberty  St.,  -  .  -  -  -  S.  O.  Gbaeb,  Mgr. 

ENTERED  AT  THE  CHICAGO  POST  OFFICE  AS  SECOND-CLASS  MATTER. 


VoL.  21. 


October  15,  1898. 


No.  16. 
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We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  mine  owners,  workers,  [ 
shippers  and  agents,  if  they  will  kindly,  from  time  to  time,  | 
furnish  such  intelligence  as  may  be  of  public  interest  to  the  [ 
coal  trade,  when  it  comes  under  their  notice.  I 


MARKET  REVIEW. 


The  receipts  of  anthracite  coal  at  Chicago  by  lake  for  month 
of  September,  1898,  according  to  the  statistics  compiled  in  these 
offices,  were  greatly  in  excess  of  the  corresponding  period  last 
year.  Rail  receipts  show  a  decrease.  Shipments  from  Chicago 
have  increased  slightly. 

Receipts  of  Ohio  coal  during  September  show  a  very  large  in¬ 
crease  as  compared  with  1897,  but  in  Pennsylvania  bituminous 
coal  there  is  but  a  small  increase.  West  Virginia  coal  for  the 
same  time  and  comparison  has  decreased,  and  for  the  year  to 
date  the  falling  off  is  quite  heavy.  Receipts  of  Illinois  coal  as  a 
whole  still  show  a  large  decrease,  largely  from  the  Southern  dis¬ 
trict,  but  there  has  been  a  large  increase  during  September  from 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  districts  and  a  moderate  increase  from 
the  Central  district.  Receipts  of  Indiana  block  and  bituminous 
coal  at  Chicago  for  September  show  gratifying  increases  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  corresponding  month  last  year.  Shipments  of 
soft  coal  generally  for  September  have  increased  considerably. 

Coke  receipts  at  and  shipments  from  Chicago  during  Septem¬ 
ber  show  large  increases  as  compared  with  that  month  in  1897. 

Anthracite  coal  throughout  the  West,  though  it  does  not  as 
yet  exhibit  the  movement  expected,  still  there  is  a  little  better 
inquiry,  and  in  a  general  way  the  outlook  is  regarded  as  favora¬ 
ble  providing  colder  weather  sets  in  early.  In  short,  the  trade  is 
awaiting  theadvent  of  weather  with  a  strong  suspicion  of  frost  in 
it,  and  any  sudden  fall  in  the  temperature  lasting  a  week  or  ten 
days,  will  be  absolutely  certain  to  inject  into  it  some  briskness 
aad  snap,  but  whether  it  will  have  any  appreciable  effect  on 
prices  is  rather  doubtful.  It  is  well  known  that  a  large  amount 


of  coal  has  been  contracted  for  future  delivery,  so  that  if  there  is 
any  protracted  spell  of  cold  and  stormy  weather  between  now  and 
the  end  of  the  year,  there  might  be  difficulty  in  forwarding  all-rail 
anthracite  on  those  contracts  and  spot  coal  might  command  a  pre¬ 
mium  on  the  present  market  prices;  this  would  apply  especially 
to  chestnut  and  smaller  sizes,  which  already  show  quite  a 
shortage  with  some  shippers.  This,  coupled  with  the  growing 
scarcity  of  box  cars  for  territory  west  of  Buffalo,  would  naturally 
conduce  to  some  stiffening  if  not  an  actual  advance  for  delivery 
at  all-rail  points.  Receipts  of  anthracite  by  water  at  all  lake 
ports  have  been  larger  than  usual  during  this  season  of  navigation 
up  to  the  present  time. 

Bituminous  coal,  owing  to  the  advancing  season,  when  steam 
heat  and  grate  fires  become  a  necessity  during  the  earlier  hours 
of  morning  and  the  later  hours  of  evening,  begins  to  move  some¬ 
what  more  actively.  This  applies  with  equal  force  to  steam  and 
domestic  soft  coal,  and  while  the  movement  of  the  former  is  per¬ 
haps  more  active  on  account  of  the  multiplication  of  manufactur¬ 
ing  plants  and  their  enlarged  demand,  yet  the  movement  of  the 
latter  for  household  use  manifests  quite  an  improvement  for  all 
the  better  prepared  sizes  and  grades.  There  is  a  growing  sus¬ 
picion  that  there  is  still  more  or  less  manipulation  in  freight 
rates,  and  that  not  a  few  favored  shippers  are  being  granted  con¬ 
cessions  which  are  denied  to  others.  This,  at  some  of  the  West¬ 
ern  distributing  points,  is  causing  a  great  amount  of  dissatisfac¬ 
tion,  as  coal  is  already  being  sold  on  margins  which  leave  little, 
if  anything,  for  depreciation  and  interest,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
stockholding  community.  In  vieiv  of  the  probable  trouble  in  the 
competitive  mining  states  next  spring,  reports  of  optional  con¬ 
tracts  for  large  amounts  of  coal  are  becoming  more  frequent. 
One  of  these  is  said  to  be  for  no  less  than  half  a  million  tons  of 
West  Virginia  coal.  There  is  quite  a  noticeable  increase  in  the 
output  and  tonnage  now  being  marketed  at  the  larger  consuming 
centers,  a  very  fair  proportion  of  which  being  lump,  has  caused 
an  excess  in  the  supply  of  screenings. 

Coke  is  steadier  generally  as  regards  prices,  and  a  fair  to 
good  volume  of  business  is  being  transacted.  There  is  also  an 
improving  inquiry  for  crushed  coke  for  domestic  as  well  as 
for  manufacturing  purposes. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  no  material  change  in 
the  anthracite  market  during  the  past  week.  Orders  are  being 
received  a  little  more  freely,  but  prices  are  weaker.  Apparently 
the  companies  manifest  no  desire  to  press  business  by  making 
further  concessions,  but  are  inclined  to  be  optimistic  in  their 
views  and  predict  improvement  before  October  ends.  There  is  a 
fair  movement  of  coal  eastward,  due  to  advancing  ocean  freight 
rates,  which  at  Philadelphia  have  been  raised  20  cents,  and  a  pro¬ 
portionate  advance  may  be  looked  for  at  New  \'ork  shipping 
ports.  The  encouraging  feature  of  the  market  is  that  stocks  in 
dealers’  hands  are  light,  and  a  week  or  so  of  cold  weather  would 
impart  considerable  impetus  to  the  trade,  as  much  large  business 
is  still  to  be  contracted.  Shipments  are  largely  limited  to  cur¬ 
rent  requirements.  The  output  for  September  is  estimated  at 
4,250,000  tons.  As  no  allotment  was  made  for  October,  a  large 
output  is  expected.  It  is  understood  that  the  allotment  for  the 
different  collieries  for  next  year  is  to  be  based  upon  the  output 
of  September  and  October,  hence  a  heavy  output  is  looked  for 
this  month.  The  scarcity  of  cars,  however,  will  cut  somewhat  of 
a  figure  in  restricting  the  production.  The  seaboard  soft  coal 
trade  about  holds  its  own.  Some  of  the  delivered  contracts  have 
been  cleaned  up  for  the  season.  Shipments  to  the  far  East  have 
dropped  off  somewhat,  owing  to  the  higher  water  rates.  Busi¬ 
ness  on  this  side  of  Cape  Cod  for  the  same  reason  has  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  New  York  harbor  ports.  All-rail  trade  is  quiet  and  the 
tonnage  comparatively  small.  Export  business  is  fairly  active. 
Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  has  improved,  but  car  supply 
is  poor. 

West  Virginia  advices  are  that  shipments  of  coal  over  the 
connecting  lines  have  been  lighter  this  week  owing  to  the  rapid 
approach  of  the  close  of  navigation.  In  the  Fairmont  district 
Market  Review  continued  on  Page  /j/. 
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I  EASTERN  OFFICE  OF  THE  HLACK  DIAMOND.  | 

O  29  LIBERTY  STREET,  NEW  YORK  CITY.  » 

PRICES  F.  O.  H.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 

October  12,  i8g8. 

Broken  Egg-  Stove.  Nut 

Companies  Free  Burning 


White  Ash .  53-65  53-9°  54-'5  53-90 

STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . $2.00-^2.50 

Buckwheat . 1.65-2.00 

Rice . 1.30-  1.45 

AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 

White  ash . $5-00 

Pink  ash .  5.50 

Red  ash .  5.75 


The  anthracite  coal  trade  shows  no  material  change  in  the  past  week. 
Orders  are  coming  in  a  little  m^re  freely  than  they  have  been  doing,  due  to 
the  advanced  season,  though  prices  are  if  anything  weaker  than  they  were. 
The  companies  are  manifesting  no  apparent  desire  to  urge  business  by  making 
concessions  as  they  are  taking  an  optimistic  view  of  the  situation  and  predict 
better  things  before  the  end  of  the  month,  but  the  keen  competition  among 
local  dealers  at  certain  points  is  causing  a  reduction  in  values  that  is  hurting 
the  trade  a  good  deal  at  the  present,  and  is  establishing  a  figure  in  the  general 
market  that  will  likely  be  felt  for  some  time  to  come  unless  the  operators  put 
a  stop  to  It  by  ceasing  to  supply  the  coal  at  the  cut  prices.  There  is  a 
fair  movement  of  coal  to  the  Eastward,  dealers  in  that  section  have 
been  taking  a  few  extra  cargoes  during  the  week  to  forestall  the  advancing 
ocean  freights  which  have  advanced  20  cents  from  Philadelphia  in  the  last  ten 
days  and  will  in  all  probability  show  a  proportionate  advance  from  the  New 
York  shipping  ports  in  the  near  future.  The  encouraging  signs  in  this  mar¬ 
ket  are  that  stocks  in  dealers’ h  inds  are  light,  and  a  week  or  two  of  cold 
weather  would  undoubtedly  give  an  impetus  totrade  sufficient  to  test  the  capa¬ 
bilities  of  all  the  shippers,  as  all  large  business  is  still  to  be  contracted  from 
this  quarter.  Shipments  going  forward  at  this  time  are  mostly  limited  to  im¬ 
mediate  requirement  and  are  of  a  character  that  would  indicate  dealers  are 
piecing  out  until  a  fuller  demand  sets  in.  The  output  for  September  is  esti¬ 
mated  at  4,250,000  tons,  which,  however,  is  liable  to  change  a  little  one  way  or 
the  other,  as  the  full  figures  are  not  yet  to  hand.  In  the  absence  of  an  allot¬ 
ment  of  tonnage  for  the  present  month  a  fairly  large  output  is  looked  for,  as 
the  various  colleries  are  being  operated  from  three-quarter  to  full  time.  We 
understand  that  the  allotment  for  the  different  collieries  for  next  year  is  to  be 
based  upon  the  output  ol  the  month  of  Septemberand, October  of  this  year,  and 
in  order  to  make  as  good  a  showing  as  possible  the  mines  will  be  kept 
working  pretty  lull  for  the  balance  of  the  month.  It  is  not  likely,  however, 
that  the  tonnage  will  be  as  large  as  for  the  corresponding  month  of  1897,  as 
the  shortage  ot  cars  will  restrict  the  output  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  buy¬ 
ers  who  ire  holding  off  in  the  hope  of  lower  prices  may  wish  that  they  had 
placed  their  orders  in  time  to  avoid  the  rush. 

The  Atlantic  seabo.ird  soft  coal  trade  has  not  increased  in  quantity,  indeed 
in  one  or  two  instances  we  hear  of  a  shortage  of  orders,  though  judging  from 
all  surrounding  circumstances  it  is  thought  that  the  trade  has  about  held  its 
own  with  the  shipments  made  during  the  week,  a  new  order  taking  the  place  of 
the  old  one  shipped.  Most  of  the  producers  are  getting  off  all  the  delivered 
contracts  that  they  can,  and  we  hear  of  some  of  them  being  cleaned  up  for  the 
season,  and  with  ocean  freights  jumping  the  way  they  have  it  mu  -t  be  a  relief 
to  tne  producers  to  be  relieved  of  these  delivered  contracts  by  having  made 
full  shipments  on  them.  Trade  in  the  far  East  has  quieted  down  somewhat,  the 
large  advances  in  ocean  freights  has  surprised  the  market  and  postponed 
orders  that  otherwise  would  probably  have  come  into  the  hands  of  producers. 
It  is  thought  that  there  are  fair  stocks  of  coal  on  hand  in  consumers’  yards,  and 
they  are  therefore  in  more  or  less  of  a  position  to  hold  back  at  this  time,  though 
the  shippers  in  the  market  themselves  are  very  dubious  about  freights  declin¬ 
ing  and  are  urging  the  taking  of  vessels  at  present  rates.  Trade  this  side 
of  Cape  Cod  has  also  received  a  set  back  by  the  advance  in  ocean 
freight  and  has  tran^lerred  itself  to  the  New  York  H  irbor  shipping  p  Drts  for 
shipments,  though  the  coal  going  forward  from  these  ports  is  not 
at  all  in  quantity  up  ti)  the  demand  that  was  made  for  the  shipment  from 
the  lower  ports  before  the  present  advance  takes  place.  It  'S  thought  the 
raise  of  20  cenis  took  the  consumers  and  dealers  off  their  feet,  an.i  although 
some  shipments  are  being  made  from  tne  New  York  H  iroor  shipping  poits, 
most  people  affected  by  the  large  advance  have  riot  yet  settled  to  exactly  wh  u 
they  want.  New  York  Harbor  trade  is  quiet,  and  where  railroads  are  any¬ 
where  near  the  individual  consumer,  an  eff  ^rt  is  made  to  get  better  rates  over 
the  railroad  than  by  boat  shipment  which  his  been  evidenced  in  a  n  imber  of 
instances  during  the  week.  Inquiries  of  this  kind  h  ive  been  made  in  such  a 
number  of  cases  that  It  seems  someoody  must  have  been  gnng  the  rounds 
w  th  some  sort  I'f  a  sugges  ion  of  this  character.  All  rail  trade  is  quiet  and 
the  tonn.ige  is  small  comparatively.  Export  tr  de  is  still  in  the  ascendant  to 
the  extent  of  ocean  fi eights  to  foreign  ports  advancing  20  to  25  cents  during 
the  week. 

i  raiisportation  from  mines  to  ti  le  is  not  up  to  the  mark  yet,  but  still  im¬ 
proved  trom  Whit  it  was.  Car  supply  is  poor.  In  the  coast ivise  vessel 
miiket  vj-seU  are  scarce  and  in  demind.  Ocean  freights  S'rong  at  the 
pr;ieiU  q  1  uatio  is,  wmch  ire  from  Pni  a  leloh  a  to  Boston  and  Portland  80, 
Warcnam  and  Salem,  80-85;  Providence,  New  Bedford  and  the  Sounl,  70; 
Lyna  90  lOo;  Newburv  port,  90-95 ;  Portsmouth  and  Bt  h,  85:  Dover,  1.15  and 
towage;  Saco,  1. 00  and  towage;  Gardiner,  85-90  and  towage:  Bangor,  $1.00. 
The  further  lower  ports  are  10  cents  above  these  rates. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o  b.  Baltimore.  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  $i  60  to 
$1.75  f.  o.  b.  Pniladelphia  $1.25  to  $1.50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  $1.65  to 
$1.75  on  the  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  $2.10 
to  $2.20  on  the  higher  grades,  and  $1.60  to  $1.75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


PHILADELPHIA. 

October  10,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  at  this  center  has  evidenced  no  improvement 
since  the  occasion  of  our  last  report,  yet  it  is  gratifying  to  note  thit  it  is  no 
worse.  Coal  bins  are  being  filled  up  slowly,  and  this  demand  has  but  little 
more  than  affected  the  limited  stock  in  dealers’  hands.  Orders  placed  in  the 
hands  of  shippers  are  usually  of  a  pressing  character  and  urgent  deliveries 
are  invariably  called  for.  This  woild  indicate  the  conservative  policy  pur¬ 
sued  by  dealers  this  year,  which  has  exceeded  anything  in  past  years,  though 
with  the  advent  of  cooler  weather  many  of  these  buyers  may  have  reason  to 
regret  their  delaying  placing  their  orders  until  the  last  moment.  Values  are 
pretty  well  upheld  considering  the  backwardness  of  trade  and  outside  of 
the  individual  operators  who  are  making  some  effort  to  move 
their  increased  tonnage,  no  cutting  of  any  account  is  being 
done.  The  far  East  is  not  in  as  satisfactory  a  condition 

as  this  consuming  territory.  The  cutting  in  prices  by  the  retailers 
there  has  developed  to  such  an  extent  that  the  companies  have  been  obliged 
to  make  very  liberal  concessions  in  order  to  protect  their  interests  in  that 
market.  We  understand  that  a  price  of  $4.00  below  bridges  at  Boston  has 
been  mide,  and  there  is  some  apprehension  as  to  whether  the  cutting  will  not 
extend  to  other  markets,  though  a  firm  hand  is  being  maintained  to  hold  the 
trade  strong  at  other  points.  These  things  however  have  not  had  a  tendency 
to  influence  buying  and  dealers  are  more  than  ever  determined  to  hold  off  un¬ 
til  the  last  minute.  The  output  for  the  month  of  September  is  reported  as  be¬ 
ing  4,260,000  tons.  The  tonnage  for  October  is  likely  to  exceed  this  to  some 
amount,  as  in  the  absence  of  an  estimated  allotment  pretty  full  time  is  being 
made  at  the  mines  by  all  the  companies.  The  present  indications  are  that  the 
total  tonnage  for  the  year  will  be  fully  up  to  that  of  1897,  which  was  41,639,000 
tons.  Prices  show  little  change  and  stove  coal  is  still  being  offered  at  from 
$2.00  up,  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  breaker. 

The  soft  coal  trade  has  fallen  off  somewhat  during  the  week,  though  the 
market  is  still  strong.  Shipments  have  been  curtailed  on  account  of  the  ad¬ 
vance  in  ocean  freights  of  20  cents  a  ton  during  the  week,  and  vessels  scarce 
even  at  the  advance.  Shippers  are  making  every  effort  to  clean  up  their  de¬ 
livered  contracts  for  the  season  before  the  freight  market  becomes  more  strin¬ 
gent,  as  it  IS  thought  from  present  indications  that  ocean  freights  will  rather 
advance  before  they  are  lower.  Trade  eastward  is  about  holding  its  own, 
though  some  orders  from  th  s  territory  are  being  withheld,  waiting  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  freight  market.  Business  along  the  Sound  is  good,  though  the 
Bulk  of  this  trade  is  now  being  shipped  from  the  New  York  harbor  shipping 
ports,  being  particularly  affected  by  the  high-water  freights,  and  can  be 
handled  mjre  economically  by  barges  from  this  port.  Stocks  in  consumers’ 
hands  are  thought  to  be  fairly  good,  which  has  kept  back  some  orders,  and  this 
has  prevented  a  congestion  of  the  coastwise  business  that  would  otherwise 
probably  have  occurred.  All-rail  trade  is  quiet  and  tonnages  continue  small. 
Transp  jrtdtion  from  mines  to  tide  is  not  as  g  )od  as  shippers  would  like  to  see 
it,  and  some  trouble  is  experienced  in  getting  coal  through  in  time.  Car  sup¬ 
ply  is  poor,  and  considerable  complaint  is  heard  about  it.  In  the  coastwise 
vessel  market  vessels. are  scarce  and  in  demind,  with  freights  strong  at  the 
current  quotations,  which  are  from  Philadelphia  to  B  iston  and  Portland  80; 
Sound  ports,  70;  Warehamand  Salem,  8085;  Lynn,  90-100;  Newburyport  90- 
95;  Portsmouth  and  Bath,  85;  Dover,  115  and  towage;  Saco,  100  and  towage; 
Gardiner,  85-90  and  towage;  Bangor  100. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

October  13,  1898. 

The  eyes  of  the  trade  here  are  again  fixed  on  the  Virden  district  and,  need¬ 
less  to  say,  yesterday’s  tragic  sequel  to  the  miners’  strike  at  Virden,  whereby 
at  least  fourteen  were  killed,  the  mijority  of  whom  were  miners,  has  caused  a 
feeling  of  deep  anxiety  in  the  trade  here.  Aside  from  the  regret  from  a  hu¬ 
mane  point  of  view,  there  is  the  trade  considerations  involved.  No  one  is 
making  any  predictions,  but  it  would  be  useless  to  deny  that  there  are  half- 
ex  jressed  fears  that  the  terrible  affair  may  precipitate  a  sympathetic  strike 
among  the  other  Illinois  mines  in  order  to  try  to  force  the  hands  of  the  Virden 
operators.  There  is  also  a  more  immediate  effect. 

A  telegram  received  by  one  of  the  companies  here  this  afternoon  stated 
that  all  the  mines  in  the  Wabash  district  were  destitute  of  miners,  they  having 
gone  to  Virden  or  stopped  working  temporarily  out  of  sympathy.  The  same 
wire  recites  that  the  mines  in  the  Big  Four  district  will  be  shut  down  tomorrow. 
This  situation  will  certainly  exist  until  after  the  funerals  and  perhaps  until 
the  excitement  allays.  Several  mines  in  districts  adjacent  to  Virden  were  un¬ 
able  to  ship  coil  for  several  days  last  week  on  account  of  the  miners  having 
gone  to  Virden,  and  one  concer  i  is  known  to  have  lost  a  100  car  or  ler  as  a  re¬ 
sult.  Even  this  temporary  hindrance  is  except  onally  annoying  just  now  be¬ 
cause  of  the  sh  irtage  of  empty  cars  on  many  of  the  coal  hauling  roads. 

The  wjather  this  week  has  been  mich  cioler  and  tod  ly  is  almost  wintry. 
The  full  fall  movement  of  coal  will  undoubtedly  be  on  in  a  few  days.  The 
demand  is  of  g  lod  seasonable  proportions  now,  and  the  supply  compar- 
ativelv  light.  Several  of  th e  large  companies  here  h  ive  advised  their  yards 
that  the  price  of  standard  bituminous  coal  on  track  will  be  advanced  to  six 
cents  a  bushel,  the  price  before  the  cut  on  Mondiy,  and  that  figure  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  become  general  again  on  that  day.  It  is  also  reported  that  the 
price  of  stan  lard  bituminous,  car  lots.  East  St.  Louis,  will  be  $i  05  per  ton 
next  Monday,  as  agiinst  95  cents,  the  present  generally  prevailing  figure. 
There  is  no  change  in  anthracite  prices  which  remain  the  same  as  at  last  re¬ 
port,  but  the  movement  has  been  somewhat  brisker  the  past  week. 


DULUTH  AND  SUPERIOR. 

October  12,  1898. 

Th“re  is  litt'e  change  in  the  anenracite  situation  this  week,  except  that 
the  ruling  price  -has  decli  led  to  $4.25  a  ton.  Last  week  that  figure  was  only 
made  in  cases  where  there  was  to  be  immediite  shipment.  It  is  now  firm  at 
th  it  figure.  The  movement  to  the  interior  is  good  and  the  western  dealers 
are  rapidly  filling  up  their  bins. 

Bituminous  CO  il  also  has  changed  little.  There  isa  good  demand  for  coal 
for  domestic  purposes.  A  large  amount  has  been  shipped  to  the  interior  for 
threshing  purposes  and  a  good  deil  of  smithing  coal  has  also  been  shipped. 
Prices  remain  the  same,  $2.25  for  Hocking  and  $2.35  for  Youghioghieny. 

Shipments  of  both  hard  and  soft  coal  from  the  head  of  the  lakes  during 
September  were  11,063  cars.  This  was  a  good  increase  over  last  year. 
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I  CHICAGO  MARKET. 

The  continued  low  range  of  prices  on  anthracite  coal  will  undoubtedly  lead 
to  a  greater  consumption,  not  only  in  this  city  but  in  all  the  larger  towns  in  the 
territory  directly  reached  by  Chicago  shippers.  Demand  generally  from  the 
Chicago  trade  proper  and  from  the  suburban  districts  is  very  moderate  as 
regards  new  business,  but  city  dealers  continue  to  haul  large  amounts  of  coal, 
in  the  aggregate,  from  the  docks  and  agents’  rail  yards.  Yet  there  is  quite  a 
good  deal  of  complaint  of  inactivity,  which  is  hardly  surprising  when  the 
heavy  sales  and  distribution  which  occurred  in  July  and  August  are  considered. 
So  far  there  has  been  little  if  any  cold  weather  necessitating  much  consump¬ 
tion  of  hard  coal,  and  until  its  advent  there  will  be  little  change  in  the  situation ; 
but  as  there  is  yet  a  large  amount  of  coal  to  be  bought,  all  that  is  re¬ 
quired  is  a  steady  drop  in  the  temperature  to  bring  about  the  reaction  from 
quietude  to  comparative  activity.  In  a  retail  way  there  is  a  quiet  but  steady 
demand  in  small  amounts  of  one  ton  and  upwards,  and  many  retailers  towards 
the  close  of  the  week  report  a  fair  volume  of  orders  for  limited  quantities. 
Prices  at  retail  vary  from  $5.25  to  $5  50,  according  to  the  length  of  the  haul  and 
the  size  of  the  order.  Chestnut  coal,  either  all  rail  or  for  the  country  trade,  is 
scarce,  and  some  of  the  shippers  are  hundreds  of  cars  behind  with  orders  al¬ 
ready  partly  filled.  This  size  not  only  commands  the  full  market  price,  but 
already  slight  advances  are  reported  on  small  orders  for  prompt  shipment. 

All  kinds  and  grades  of  bituminous  coal  are  in  some  what  better  demand, 
but  on  account  of  the  stricter  observance  of  the  demurrage  law,  the  market 
during  the  past  week  or  so  has  been  decidedly  off.  Coal,  which  has  been  ac¬ 
cumulating  on  the  tracks,  has  been  to  some  extent  forced  on  the  market,  the 
result  being  that  circular  has  been  lost  sight  of,  and  prices  have  been  made  to 
suit  the  surrounding  circumstances.  In  this  way  more  or  less  coal  was 
sacrificed,  and  it  is  in  evidence  that  the  new  chief  of  the  car  service  bureau  is 
apparently  very  much  in  earnest.  Orders  for  commercial  coal  are  more 
frequent,  and  most  of  the  producers  of  the  better  grades  of  domestic  coal  re¬ 
port  a  very  decided  improvement  in  business.  Steam  coal  also  feels  the 
stimulus  of  the  cooler  weather,  and  many  large  consumers  are  increasing  their 
requisitions  to  apply  on  contracts.  A  few  railroads  are  also  calling  for  more 
coal,  and  it  is  not  for  stocking  purpose  either,  but  simply  because  of  the  steady 
increase  in  their  freight  business.  A  glance  at  our  statistical  report  as  fur¬ 
nished  to  subscribers  will  show  that  there  has  been  a  very  fair  increase  in  the 
amount  of  coal  received  and  consumed  in  Chicago,  with  the  chances  much  in 
favor  of  a  still  better  shewing  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Cannel  coal  con¬ 
tinues  in  fair  demand,  in  which  respect  it  compares  very  favorably  with  last 
year.  On  the  whole  shippers  have  little  to  complain  of  at  present  as  regards 
tonnage,  but  probably  the  less  said  about  the  prices  obtained  for  their  product 
the  better  for  all  concerned.  Competition  is  too  strong  for  any  fair  margin  of 
profit. 

Coke  is  in  moderately  good  demand  for  foundry  use, and  prices  have  some¬ 
what  steadied.  Crushed  coke  is  also  rather  more  active  and  the  outlook  con¬ 
sidered  fair. 


PITTSBURG,  PA. 

October  13,  1898. 

It  is  almost  useless  to  talk  of  trade  in  this  section  during  the  present  week, 
as  there  was  nothing  done  but  attending  to  the  reception  of  visitors.  The 
Knights  Templar  Conclave  occupied  the  attention  of  the  city  during  the  en¬ 
tire  week.  Less  fuel  was  consumed,  as  all  the  mills  closed  down  one  day,  and 
some  lost  nearly  half  the  week.  In  the  entire  district  the  situation  shows  no 
change.  The  fourth  pool  strike  is  practically  at  an  end,  as  the  miners  have 
made  their  point  and  returned  to  work.  The  arbitrators  appointed  to  settle 
the  question  of  the  Chicago  agreement  are  meeting  this  week,  and  an  award  is 
expected  within  a  short  time.  There  is  no  change  in  the  railroad  district,  and 
shipments  to  the  lakes  are  growingless.  Prices  in  this  market  show  no  change. 
River  coal  on  wha’rf,  iX-inch,  3l^c  per  bushel;  run-of-mine,  2|4^c;  slack,  2^c. 
Railroad  coal,  82c  per  ton  at  mine.  $1.07  f.  o.  b.  Pittsburg. 

The  most  important  event  of  the  week  in  the  coal  trade  was  the  decision 
rendered  by  ihe  superior  Court  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  screen  law  case ;  Sam’l  S. 
Brown,  the  well-known  coal  operator,  in  order  to  test  the  law  requiring  all  coal 
to  be  weighed  before  screening,  had  a  miner  bring  up  a  case.  The  first  court 
decided  that  the  law  was  unconstitutional  and  this  decision  is  now  sustained 
by  the  Superior  Court.  President  Judge  Rice  in  discussing  the  case  said  it 
was  plainly  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  to  substitute  the  weight  of  the  un¬ 
screened  coal  for  that  of  the  screened  coal  as  the  basis  upon  which  the  miners’ 
wages  were  to  be  computed.  The  gist  of  the  opinion  is  contained  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  sentence:  “Every  reason  which  has  been  suggested  in  defense  of  a  law 
fixing  the  basis  upon  which  the  wages  of  bituminous  coal  miners  shall  be  ascer¬ 
tained  and  computed  might  with  as  much  force  be  urged  in  defense  of  a  law 
fixing  their  wages  outright.”  The  decision  is  nothing  more  than  the  operators 
expected.  _ 


A  dispatch  from  Gainesville,  Texas,  says  that  a  new  900-mile  railroad  is 
projected,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  line  contracted  for,  to  be  called  the  Texas 
Wes'ern  and  Cir  de  Belt  R.  R.  It  will  run  from  Gainesville  to  Abilene,  to 
San  Antonio,  to  Galveston,  to  Dallas,  and  back  to  Gainesville.  The  road  has 
purchased  20,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  Young  and  Stephens  counties,  which 
will  be  developed  and  worked. 


BOSTON,  MASS. 

October  12,  1898. 

The  anthracite  market  continuesquiet  at  first  hands,and  prices  are  only  fairlV 
steady.  There  has  been  some  buying  at  the  reduced  prices  but  not  as  much 
as  one  would  ordinarily  expect.  It  is  said  the  Reading  people  have  been  the 
heaviest  sellers  of  late.  The  individuals  are  not  doing  as  good  a  business  as 
they  were  before  the  companies  cut  prices.  There  is  no  change  to  note  in 
market  values  on  hard  coal.  Quotations  at  pockets  are  nominally  the  same, 
but  occasional  concessions  are  being  made.  The  feature  of  the  market  is  the 
stronger  freight  rates,  charters  at  80  cents  for  large  vessels  being  made  at 
Philadelphia.  The  rate  from  Philadelphia  is  quoted  at  80c,  with  Baltimore 
at  90c;  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  at  8o@85c  and  New  York  at  5o@6oc, 
Quotations  for  stove  f.  o.  b.  are  S3.75@3.85  at  New  York,  with  egg  and  chestnut 
at  $3.50(^3.60,  and  broken  at  $3.25(f/i3.35.  Lykens  Valley  stove  is  quoted  at 
$5.10. 

There  is  yet  an  active  demand  at  retail  for  anthracite  with  no  change  in 
prices.  Stove  delivered  is  selling  at  $5;  egg  and  nut  at  $4.75;  furnace,  $4.50; 
pea,  $3.50;  Franklin,  $6.50;  Cumberland,  $3. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  quiet  with  prices  fairly  steady.  Prices  are 
quoted:  George’s  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Philadelphia,  $1,75;  Clearfield, 

$1.25(^1.35;  Pocahontas  and  New  River,  f.  o.  b.  Norfolk  and  Newport  News, 
$1.65(^1.75;  George’s  Creek,  Cumberland, at  Baltimore,  $1.65. 

The  receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  in  this  port  the  past  week 
and  since  January  i,  compared  with  last  year,  have  been: 

— 1898 —  —1897 — 

Week.  Year.  Week.  Year. 


Anthracite .  27803  1,375,529  33.365  1,529.880 

Bituminous .  17.368  1,360,039  18,095  1,162,717 


Receipts  of  Provincial  coal  at  this  port  since  Jan.  i  toot  up  11,326  tons. 


KANSAS  CITY,  MG. 

October  12,  1898. 

In  a  business  way  Kansas  City  loses  the  first  ten  davsof  the  month  of  each 
October.  '1  he  first  week  of  the  month  is  devoted  to  Carnival,  and  the  other 
three  days  are  passid  in  recovering  trom  the  effects.  During  this  period  bus¬ 
iness  is  out  of  the  question.  The  railroads  haul  ail  our  country  cousins  and 
customers  to  town  on  regular  slack  coal  rates;  brass  bands  are  on  every  corner; 
it  IS  too  noisy  to  stay  in  tne  office  and  one  is  liable  to  arrest  if  found  on  the 
streets  sober.  Ho.vever,  this  is  all  past  for  the  year  1898  and  the  movement 
of  coal  is  better,  but  not  what  it  should  be.  Just  think  of  it!  We  have  not 
had  a  frost  in  Kansas  City  this  season.  Not  even  a  white  frost;  to  say  nothing 
of  black  or  some  other  kind.  Probably  90  per  cent  of  the  hard  coal  that  is 
bought  early  has  now  all  bt  en  delivered  and  there  will  be  no  more  local  move¬ 
ment  till  ihe  small  purchaser  begins  to  place  his  orders  for  a  ton  at  a  time. 
The  knife  is  still  being  used  to  induce  sales  of  hard  coal,  but  unless  some  new 
use  for  hard  coal  can  be  discovered,  it  is  hard  to  see  where  the  knife  will  do 
any  thing  but  create  dissatisfaction  with  the  business  in  general. 

On  the  Western  plains  there  is  a  weed  that  is  known  as  the  “Loco  weed.” 
When  stock  find  and  eat  it  the  effect  is  to  make  them  go  crazy.  Notwithstar  d- 
ing  this,  it  appears  to  please  their  palate  more  than  anything,  and  when  once 
tasted,  the  animal  will  continue  to  chase  for  it,  eat  it,  and  get  more  (razy  all 
the  time.  '1  he  final  effect  is  fatal.  Is  it  not  possible  that  the  hard  coalman 
has  been  chewing  Loco  weed  this  year?  If  so,  some  one  better  tell  him  what 
the  final  effect  will  be. 

The  private  car  of  President  Peabody,  of  the  B.  &.  O.  S.  W.  Ry.  sneaked 
into  Kansas  City  on  the  8th.  It  contained  H.  S.  Willard  of  Wellston,  Ohio, 
Morris  Sternberger  of  Jackson,  and  T.  J.  Morgan  ot  Chillicothe;  all  pretty 
good  sized  coal  men.  They  are  spending  this  week  in  the  coal  fields  of 
Arkansas.  We  can’t  help  but  wonder  what  is  up.  They  had  no  fishing  tackle 
or  shot  guns,  and  were  not  headed  for  any  health  resort.  A  snub-nosed  switch 
engine  “bhunted”  Mr.  Stillwell’s  private  car  on  to  the  hind  end  of  the  train, 
and  completed  the  party.  Mr.  Stillwell  is  President  of  the  Kansas  City,  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  Gulf  Railway.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  the  possi¬ 
ble  traffic  arrangements  between  these  two  roads.  With  the  B.  &  O.  and 
Great  Northern  connecting  the  two  seaboards  and  the  Pittsburg  &  Gulf  divid¬ 
ing  the  continent  north  and  south  and  giving  a  Gulf  outlet,  it  would  make  a 
railroad  system  worth  talking  about. 


( ONNELLSVILLE,  PA. 

October  ii,  1898. 

The  coke  trade  last  week  was  very  encouraging.  Shipments  dropped  otf 
a  few  cats,  but  are  more  than  making  up  for  the  backwardness  this  week,  and 
the  firing  of  many  ovens  and  the  continuance  of  the  working  time  gives  promise 
of  better  things  for  the  immediate  fall  trade.  The  market  is  changeable  and 
the  conditions  ruling  in  the  iron  centers  one  week  is  no  criterion  by  which  to 
judge  the  future  prospects,  The  car  supply  continues  to  be  annoying  in  its 
shortage  of  box  cars,  wnich  are  used  extensively  in  the  shipment  of  foundry 
coke  while  open  top  cars  are  plentiful. 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  wliich  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption  are  as  follows: 


To  Pittsburg . $0.55 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley . 1.10 

To  Cleveland,  O . 1.40 

To  Buffalo,N.  V . 1.75 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 2.10 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 1.75 

To  Toledo,  O . 2.05 

To  Columbus,  O . 1.45 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . 2.25 

To  Louisville,  Ky . 2.75 

To  Chicago,  III . 2.25 


To  St.  Louis,  Mo . $2.90 

To  East  St.  Louis . 2.25 

To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

To  Joliet,  III . 2.25 

To  Peoria,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Baltimore . 1  95 

To  Boston . 3  50 

To  Montreal,  Can . 3.91^ 

To  New  York . 2.94 

To  Philadelphia . 2.15 


Governor  Hastings  has  done  his  duty  in  instiucting  the  proper  officials  to 
proceed  against  the  men  vno  hive  been  accused  of  being  responsible  for  the 
recent  disaster  at  the  Brownsville  Umpire  Mines. 
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RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  THE  VIRDEN  RIOTOUS  MUROERS. 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

October  13,  1898. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  condition  of  the  bituminous  coal  market,  but 
the  local  demand  for  anthracite  in  this  vicinity  shows  decided  improvement. 
There  is  a  scarcity  of  some  stzes  of  coal,  notably  ches'nut,  and  a  tendency  to¬ 
ward  firmer  prices.  Dealers  report  that  they  expect  an  advance  in  quotations 
November  ist.  Quoted  prices,  however,  remain  unchanged,  and  are  as 
follows; 

For  anthracite  coal,  2,240  pounds,  delivered  free  on  board  of  vessels  at 
Buffalo,  prices  on  May  i  were;  $4  30  for  grate;  $4.55  for  egg,  stove  and  chest¬ 
nut;  retail  within  the  city  limits,  2,000  pounds,  delivered  May  i,$4.5o  on  grate; 
$4. 75  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  and  $4  for  pea.  Blossberg  sells  at  $4. 

For  bituminous  coal,  2,000  pound  car  lots  on  track,  Buffalo,  Allegheny  re¬ 
gion,  screened  lump,  81.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  81.50  run  of  mine,  81.40;  nut 
and  slack  mixed,  81.25;  slack8i.i5;  Keynoldsville region,  screened  lump,  S1.60; 
lump  and  nut  mixed,  8r.6o;  run  of  mine,  81.50;  nut  and  slack  mixed,  81.30; 
slack,  81.20.  Pittsburg  region,  screened  lump,  81.70;  lump  and  nut  mixed, 
81.60;  run  of  mine,  81.50;  nut,  81.50;  sla.  k,  81.20.  Fairmont  region,  screened 
lump,  81.70;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  81.60;  run  of  mine,  81.50;  slack,  81.20. 
Mercer  County  region,  screened  lump,  81.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  $1.50;  run 
of  mine,  81.40;  slack,  81.15.  Briar  Hill  region,  screened  lump,  83.35:  Cannel 
coal.  No.  I,  84. 

Coke  is  quoted  at  83.15  for  Keynoldsville  and  84.05  for  Connellsville  per 
net  ton  m  car  lots  on  tracks. 

Shipments  from  the  Port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  October  8th  ag¬ 
gregated  93,040  tons.  There  was  quite  a  spurt  in  shipments  at  the  end  of  the 
week,  and  this  total  is  better  than  was  expected.  The  shi[iments  were  dis¬ 
tributed  as  follows;  Chicago  30,200,  Milwaukee  16,700,  Duluth  13,700,  Toledo 
2,630,  Superior  17,900,  Manitowoc  1,500,  Racine  2,250,  Gladstone  1,300,  Lake 
Linden  2,300,  Ashland  2,800,  Bay  City  500,  Green  Bay  750,  Amherstburg  510. 

F'reinht  rates  are  as  follows;  Chicago  25c,  Milwaukee  25c,  Duluth  20c, 
Toledo  25c,  Superior  20c,  Manitowoc  25c,  Racine  40c,  Gladstone  20c,  Lake 
Linden  35c,  Ashland  20c,  Bay  City  25c,  Green  Bay  25c,  Amherstburg  25c. 

Shippers  here  report  a  much  better  demand  for  coal  in  the  West  and  a 
larger  movement  from  western  docks;  also  a  decided  hardening  of  the  whole¬ 
sale  prices  of  coal  in  western  markets,  with  prospects  of  an  advance  November 
1st.  At  Buffalo  cargoes  for  Duluth  and  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  are  very 
scarce,  and  there  is  only  a  fair  supply  of  coal  available  for  shipment  to  Lake 
Michigan  ports.  While  the  aggregate  of  the  coal  moving  this  week  is  fairly 
large,  a  great  deal  of  it  is  carried  by  the  boats  of  the  Lackawanna,  Lehigh  and 
Erie  Companies,  and  the  amount  tor  which  outside  tonnage  is  chartered  is 
very  small  compared  with  the  vessel  tonnage  available.  There  is  a  very 
heavy  movement  of  grain  to  this  port  now  and  the  record  of  clearances  of 
vessels  shows  at  least  f  <ur  vessels  cleared  light  to  every  one  clearing  loaded 
with  coal.  In  spite  of  this  condition  of  affairs,  however,  an  advance  of  the 
freight  rate  to  Lake  Michigan  is  now  expected,  and  will  probably  take  place 
today.  This  is  because  the  raie  for  bituminous  coal  has  already  advanced  to 
30C,  and  the  grain  and  ore  rates  have  advanced  so  rapidly  that  vessels  are 
anxious  to  carry  as  many  down  loadsas  possible,  and  do  not  care  to  submit  to 
the  delays  of  a  coal  cargo  at  present  freights. 

The  situation,  therefore,  this  week  may  be  summarized  as  follows;  The 
local  demand  for  coal  is  good,  and  for  some  varieties  is  in  excess  of  the  sup¬ 
ply.  Shipments  for  the  present  remain  moderate,  but  freights  will  probably 
advance  5c  to  Lake  Michigan  today.  A  much  better  movement  of  coal  from 
the  western  do:ks  is  reported  and  there  is  a  decided  tendency  for  better  prices 
and  a  better  condition  of  trade. 

WHEELINO,  W.  VA. 

October  12,  1898. 

Coal  trade  in  Wheeling  is  decidedly  brisk  this  week.  The  weather  has 
became  frosty  quite  suddenly  and  the  household  consumption  has  taken  a 
sudden  and  quite  une'pected  jump.  This  has  put  about  all  the  mines  to  work 
up  to  cap.icity  and  with  a  good  strong  demand  for  coal  for  mill  and  factory  use 
things  are  in  line  shape.  The  call  tor  coke  is  a  little  heavier  than  it  has  been 
for  some  time  because  of  an  increased  demand  for  pig  iron  and  a  better  feeling 
among  the  foundries.  The  consignments  received  the  past  week  are  consid¬ 
erably  in  excess  of  those  recently  coming  in. 

The  shipments  of  coat  to  the  West  over  the  connecting  lines  have  been 
lighter  this  week,  the  season  being  ab  lut  closed.  Some  coal  from  Fairmont 
going  west  liver  all  rail  routes  has  passed  through  this  week,  but  coal  fortrans- 
fer  will  not  be  coming  this  way  long. 

Over  the  river,  in  the  Eastern  Ohio  district,  the  mines  are  not  doing  a 
great  deal.  The  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  mines  have  gotten  to  work  agam 
since  the  settlement  of  the  strike,  but  they  are  not  on  full.  The  Cleveland, 
Lorain  Sc  Wheeltng  Railroad  mines  are  working  less  than  half  time,  and  some 
are  not  averaging  two  days  a  week. 

About  Fairmont,  business  continues  brisk,  and  coal  and  coke  productions 
are  large,  especially  the  foimer.  Shipments  are  steady  and  the  outlook 
good. 

In  the  West  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg  Railroad  region  there  is  no 
diminu  ion  in  the  demand,  and  every  mine  is  running  full  time  and  full  capac¬ 
ity.  T'he  D.ivis  C  ihI  &  Coke  Company  is  handling  more  coal  than  usuil,  and 
could  prnbanly  dispose  of  still  more  if  it  had  it  within  convenient  reach. 
There  is  a  g  od  trade  in  coke  also,  and  all  the  ovens  are  running  full. 

On  th(  Norfolk  &  Western  there  is  no  change  from  the  conditions  which 
have  pr'  vailed  for  a  long  time. 

In  the  Kanawha  Vailey  the  river  mines  are  still  busy  and  the  rail  mines 
are  doing  air  business. 

I'h  New  Kiver  coal  industry  has  not  begun  to  feel  the  good  effects  of  the 
consolidation  as  yet,  but  business  is  fair  and  Eastern  shipments  moderately 
heavy. 

1  rade  as  a  whole  in  West  Virginia  is  good  and  improving. 


All  min'^s  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company,  around  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.‘ 
will  work  full  time  for  the  remainder  of  this  month  and  probably  during  the 
month  of  November. 


Whatever  may  have  been  the  wrongs  of  the  miners  at  \'irden.  Ill.,  or 
whatever  might  have  been  the  rights  of  the  mine  owners,  should  cut  no  figure 
in  the  investigation  which  must  necessarily  follow  the  wanton  bloodshed  and 
murder  which  occurred  there  October  12.  Either  the  sheriff  of  Macoupin 
County,  or  the  Governor  of  the  State,  or  the  mine  owners,  or  all  three,  are 
responsible  for  the  awful  slaughter,  and  the  guilty  must  be  made  to  suffer — no 
matter  who  it  may  be.  That  there  was  criminal  neglect  or  recklessness  on  the 
part  of  those  in  authority  admits  of  little  doubt,  which  can  only  be  settled 
after  a  careful  hearing  and  judicial  trial.  It  is,  on  the  surface,  not  altogether 
unlike  a  repetition  of  the  horrible  Homestead  strike,  which  culminated  so  dis¬ 
astrously.  Apparently,  there  was  an  utter  absence  of  any  one  clothed  with 
authority  to  stop  or  check  the  lawless  proceedings,  as  rifles,  guns  and  other 
firearms  were  carried,  and  in  the  possession  of  reckless  men,  who  Uaed  them 
with  murderous  effect.  To  have  permitted  the  assemblage  of  large  bodies  of 
armed  men  was  in  itself  criminal  neglect  on  the  part  of  some  one,  because 
armed  mobs  are  a  menace  to  peace,  and  unlawful  in  any  state  of  the  union. 
Therefore  to  have  allowed  such  gatherings  without  some  effort  made  to  re¬ 
strain  them  evidences  a  culpable  neglect  or  carelessness  which  must  be  fixed 
upon  the  guilty  party  after  an  impartial  hearing,  and  the  sooner  it  takes  place 
the  better  satisfied  will  be  the  public. 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

October  4,  1898. 

Since  the  “Moana”  left  there  have  been  the  following  deliveries  of  coal  from 
Newcastle,  N.  S.  W.,  viz.;  “Pericles,”  2.067  tons,  “Gifford,”  3,434  tons,  “Mario,” 
1,930  tons;  “Bundaleer,”  1,238  .tons;  total,  8,669  tons.  There  are  at  present 
under  charter  to  load  coals  for  here  from  Australia,  thirty-three  vessels  of 
about  8o,oqo  tons  capacity;  of  these,  ten  are  now  afloat  and  twenty-three  are 
yet  to  be  loaded.  Three  months  ago  there  were  forty-three  vessels  chartered, 
with  a  tonnage  capacity  of  115,000  tons;  this  evidences  a  marked  shrinkage  of 
recent  engagements.  The  high  cost  of  Colonial  grades  is  gradually  driving 
some  of  our  large  fuel  consumers  into  other  channels,  on  the  grounds  of  econ¬ 
omy.  Crude  oil  is  beginning  to  again  assert  itself  as  an  economic  steam  pro¬ 
ducer.  The  latest  cabled  freight  quotations  on  coal  from  Australia  report  a 
firmness  for  this  year’s  loading,  and  gradual  declining  rates  as  the  months  ad¬ 
vance  into  1899.  Seasonable  rains  for  this  and  next  month  will  seriously  dis¬ 
turb  present  asking  prices;  recent  showers  omen  well  for  us. 

TheCoast  collieries  are  generous  shippers,  hence  a  cessation  of  Australian 
deliveries  would  not  cause  a  uiel  famine  here,  as  our  Northern  mines  are 
equipped  to  further  increase  their  output,  to  make  good  any  deficit  that  may 
arise  here.  The  Colonial  managers  appear  to  be  in  no  wise  solicitous  for  our 
trade,  as  they  propose  advancing  their  f.  o.  b.  prices  fully  15  per  cent  after 
January  ist. 


Market  Review  continued  from  page 

business  is  biisk  and  production  of  coal  and  coke  large,  espec¬ 
ially  the  former,  and  the  outlook  good.  On  the  West  Virginia 
Central  there  is  great  activity,  every  mine  is  running  to  full  ca¬ 
pacity  and  all  coke  ovens  are  in  blast.  Along  the  Norfolk  and 
Western  everything  is  active.  In  the  Kanawha  valley  the  river 
mines  are  busy  and  the  rail  mines  doing  a  fair  business.  In  the 
New  River  district  business  is  fair  and  Western  shipments  mod¬ 
erately  heavy.  Around  Wheeling  the  coal  trade  is  decidedly 
brisk,  as  the  frosty  air  has  brought  about  a  good  demand  for  do¬ 
mestic  coal.  Coal,  too,  is  in  stronger  demand  from  mill  and  fac¬ 
tory,  and  the  call  for  furnace  and  foundry  coke  is  heavier. 

Our  correspondent  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  reports  a  good 
movement  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  from  docks  to  interior 
towns. 

Buffalo  advices  are  that  theie  is  an  improved  demand  for  an¬ 
thracite  in  that  city.  There  is  a  notable  scarcity  of  chestnut  coal 
and  a  tendency  towards  higher  prices.  Shipments  of  coal  west¬ 
ward  by  lake  for  the  week  ending  October  8,  aggregated  93,040 
tons  distributed  as  follows:  Chicago,  30,200  tons;  Milwaukee, 
16,700  tons;  Duluth,  13,700  tons;  Superior,  17,900  tons;  Toledo, 
2,630  tons;  Manitowoc,  1,500  tons;  Racine,  2,250  tons;  Glad¬ 
stone,  1,300  tons;  Lake  Linden,  2,300  tons;  Ashland,  2,800  tons, 
and  smaller  amounts  to  other  ports.  Freight  rates  are  unchanged, 
but  advances  are  expected  this  week. 


One  of  the  leading  retail  coal  dealers  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  explaining  the 
fact  that  anthracite  coal  is  higher  in  that  city  than  i  \  other  large  cities  further 
from  the  mines,  said;  “It  all  arises  from  the  discrimination  against  Baltimore 
in  the  matter  of  freights  on  ihe  coal.  All  the  coal  that  goes  to  Philadelphia  is 
carried  there  at  about  one-third  less  price  per  ton  than  it  is  to  Baltimore,  and 
yet  the  distance  from  the  mines  to  Philadelphia  is  25  miles  greater  than  it  is 
to  this  city.  The  railways  bring  bituminous  coal  to  Baltimore  twice  the  dis¬ 
tance  that  they  have  to  haul  anthracite  coal,  and  yet  they  charge  at  least  one- 
third  more  per  ton  for  hauling  the  anthracite,  because  there  is  practically  no 
opposition  in  regard  to  the  transport  of  the  latter  kind  of  fuel.” 
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ON  THE  WING. 


« 

Mr.  E.  H.  Hamilton,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  was  in  the  Garden  City  this 
week  circulating  among  the  coal  men. 

Hi 

*  H« 

Mr.  C.  H.  Kimball,  of  Magoon  &  Kimball,  Muskegon,  Mich.,  will  come  in 
to  witness  the  Chicago  Jubilee  parade,  etc. 

. 

^  H". 

John  J.  Rhodes  of  St.  Paul,  Northwestern  agent  of  the  Lehigh  \'alley  Coal 
Company,  was  in  Duluth  and  Superior  this  week. 

H« 

9k  9k 

It  is  said  that  Messrs.  Frost  Bros.,  of  Brooklyn,  have  been  awarded  the 

Arbuckle  Sugar  Refinery  contract  for  gi.fio  alongside. 

* 

9k  * 

The  Marmet  Coal  Company,  Cincinnati,  O.,  was  awarded  the  contract  for 

furnishing  the  poor  of  that  city  with  coal  during  the  coming  winter. 

* 

* 

It  is  understood  that  the  Chicago  banks  will  be  closed  on  Wednesday 
October  ig.  The  coal  trade  generally  in  the  down  town  district  will  obser\  eit 
as  a  holiday. 

The  preliminary  statement  of  anthracite  production  for  September  places 
the  output  at  4,250,000  tons.  This  is  200,000  tons  in  excess  of  the  production  in 
September,  1897. 

*  * 

The  amount  of  coal  on  the  docks  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  is  estimated  at 
750,000  tons  of  which  one-third  is  anthracite.  This  is  almost  twice  as  much 
coal  as  was  there  in  October  last  year. 

* 

9k  9k 

Mr.  W.  C.  Blodgett,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  general  sales  agent  for  Dickson  and 
Eddy  “O.  &  W.”  anthracite  coal,  was  in  Chicago  last  week  looking  after  the 
interests  of  his  company,  and  will  be  here  in  the  coming  week  to  partake  ol 
the  Jubilee  festivities. 

9k 

5k  * 

The  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  asks  for  proposals 
for  bituminous  and  anthracite  coal  and  wood  for  the  pumping  stations  for  the 
ensuing  year.  Bids  will  be  received  until  noon,  October  25,  1898. 

9k 

9k  5k 

Mr.  H.  B.  Adams,  Aurora,  111.,  resident  sales  agent  the  Chicago,  Wilming¬ 
ton  and  Vermillion  Coal  Co.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  and  reports  a  steady 

and  increasing  movement  of  both  hard  and  soft  coal  in  that  town. 

* 

5k  9k 

Mr.  Burton  G.  Buck  has  withdrawn  from  the  firm  of  Hall  Brothers  &  Co., 
Baltimore,  Md..  and  has  formed  a  co-partnership  with  Kirkland  C.  Buck,  unde 
the  firm  name  of  Buck  Bros.,  to  do  business  as  shippers  of  coal,  coke,  etc. 

„* 

5k  * 

The  New  York  Sugar  Refining  Company,  who  are  contracting  for  their 
supply  of  coal  from  month  to  month,  have  contracted  with  Messrs.  Weaver  N 
Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  for  4,700  tons,  it  is  said  at  $1.65  alongside  Long  Island 
City. 

* 

9k  5k 

A  meeting  of  the  Individual  Operators’  Association  was  held  at  the  Wal¬ 
dorf  Hotel,  New  York,  Wednesday,  Oct.  12.  The  points  particularly  under  dis¬ 
cussion  were  the  freight  question  and  the  removal  of  the  small  sizes  from  the 
allotment. 

5k  5k 

Managers  J.  T.  Connery  and  A.  W.  Horton,  of  the  Youghiogheny  and 
Lehigh  Coal  Co.,  Chicago  and  St.  Paul,  were  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  last  week  admir¬ 
ing  the  beauties  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition.  Mr.  Horton  wili  be 
here  next  week  to  attend  the  Jubilee. 

5k 

9k  9k 

A  number  of  prominent  coal  men  visited  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  last  week 
while  on  their  way  south,  in  the  private  car  of  President  Peabody  of  theB.  N  O. 
Among  them  were  M.  L.  Sternberger,  [ackson,  T.  J.  Morgan  and  H.S.Willard, 

Wellston  and  George  Smith,  Chillicoihe. 

* 

* 

C.  K.  Pittman,  (Md  Colony  building,  Chicago,  shipper  of  coal  and  coke,  is 
now  in  receipt  on  track  of  “Ocean  ”  Smokeless  coal,  lump,  egg,  mine  run  and 
screenings.  This  coal  is  from  the  celebrated  m  immoth  vein  in  West  X'irginia, 
operated  by  the  Davis  Coal  and  Coke  Co. 

Jk 

9k  5k 

The  Berry-Horn  Coal  Co.,  Lfnion  Trust  building,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  their 
October  circular,  say,  “Admiral  Cervera  said,  ‘I  was  surprised  at  the  speed 
made  by  the  Iowa,  Oregon,  Brooklyn  and  New  York;  they  overtook  us  readily." 
All  were  using  Pocahontas  furnace  coal,  for  which  we  are  exclusive  agents.” 


Any  young  man  who  is  contemplating  a  business  career  ought  certainly  to 
take  up  Spanish,  and  the  commercial  world  at  large  in  the  United  States 
should  be  thankful  to  the  International  Magazine  published  in  Chicago,  for 
disseminating  the  information  and  affording  the  means  of  acquiring  the  lan¬ 
guage. 


* 


Mr.  P.  D.  Lockwood,  sales  agent  of  the  Victor  Coal  and  Coke  Company, 
Denver,  was  an  Omaha  visitor  last  Friday  and  Saturday.  He  reports  busi¬ 
ness  very  good,  and  orders  enough  ahead  to  keep  the  mines  busy  for  some 
weeks  to  come  even  should  the  mines  decide  to  accept  no  further  engage¬ 
ments. 


>k 

5k  5k 


Mr.  W.  A.  Roeback,  who  held  the  position  of  assistant  treasurer  of  the 
Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.  at  Spring  Valley,  Ill.,  for  about  five  years,  has  resigned 
to  engage  in  other  business  at  Van  Wert,  Ohio.  Mr.  G.  A.  Wheeler,  formerly 
of  the  What  Cheer  Coal  Co.  What  Cheer,  Iowa,  succeeds  Mr.  Roeback  as 
assistant  treasurer. 

5k 

5k  * 

The  R  shaft  of  the  Chicago,  Wilmington  and  Vermillion  Coal  Co.,  at 
Braidwood,  Ill.,  has  been  closed  down.  The  Cnicago  scale  was  too  much  for 
the  operators  to  pay;  in  other  words,  the  cost  of  operating  the  mine  was  so 
great  that  they  were  unable  to  marke"  thfir  product  at  remunerative  prices, 
hence  the  action  taken. 

5k 

:k  5k 

Receiver  Monsarratt  of  the  Columbus,  Hocking  X’alley  &  Toledo  R.  R. 
has  just  placed  another  order  for  250  improved  coal  cars  for  October  and 
November  delivery.  This  will  make  50J  orders  for  coal  cars  placed 
within  the  past  few  weeks.  Who  says  that  the  coal  traffic  is  not  an  immense 
factor  in  a  railroad’s  profits? 

A  meeting  of  the  North  Atlantic  Steamship  Bunkering  Association  was 
held  in  the  Bourse  Building,  Philadelphia,  on  Wednesday,  October  12th.  We 
have  not  had  the  official  report  of  this  meeting,  but  understand  that  some  of 
the  members  were  asked  to  explain  certain  actions  in  regard  to  cutting  prices 
on  business  from  20  to  45  cents  a  ton. 

5k .  5k 

5k 

The  State  coal  exhibit  of  North  Dakota  at  Mandan  was  very  fine  and  the 
best  ever  made  in  that  State.  Nearly  all  the  coal  mining  companies  of  the 
State  were  represented,  and  among  the  more  prominent  may  be  mentioned 
the  North  Dakota  Coal  and  Power  Co.,  Sims;  W.  H.  Adlee,  Mandan,  George- 
bauer  Bros.,  .Square  Butte  Valley;  H.  F.  Wadeson,  Sims,  and  B.  J.  Campbell, 
New  Salem. 

* 

5k  5k 

Mr.  Carl  Hugo  Arnal,  Norfolk,  Va.,  who  for  the  past  ten  years  has  been 
connected  with  the  local  office  of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Philadelphia, 
sales  agents  of  Pocahontas  coal,  is  about  to  leave  for  Buenos  Ayres,  where  he 
will  have  charge  of  the  new  coaling  station  established  by  that  firm.  Mr. 
Arnal  is  an  accomplished  linguist  and  thorough  business  man  and  eminently 
fitted  for  the  position.  The  firms  address  there,  is  Cable  Reconquista  399, 
Buenos  Ayres,  Argentine  Republic,  S.  A. 

>k  * 

5k 

Mr.  Jesse  Eddy,  of  Dickson  &  Eddy,  New  York,  is  taking  a  vacation  in  the 
East  this  week  and  at  the  same  time  keeping  an  eye  on  the  market  for  Ontario 
and  Western  coals.  Mr.  Eddy  is  characteristic  of  much  ability  and  has  a 
keen  foresight,  and  being  alive  to  the  situation,  will  undoubtedly  bring  back 
some  good-sized  orders  lor  their  well-known  coal,  which  is  rapidly  growing  in 
favor  throughout  the  East. 

* 

5k  5k 

Mr.  Geo.  F.  Huff,  Greensburg,  Pa.,  accompanied  by  Mr.  John  DaIzell,Dr. 
Biiigaman  and  others,  of  Pittsburg,  will  make  an  extensive  trip  to  Cuba  and 
Pueno  Rico.  One  of  the  main  objects  of  the  trip  is  for  the  purpose  of  open¬ 
ing  a  way  for  the  introduction  of  Western  Pennsylvania  coal,  which  is  much 
superior  to  the  coal  now  in  ordinary  use  in  those  islands.  The  party  expects 
to  sail  earlv  in  the  coming  week. 

Some  of  the  leading  producing  interests  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  are  giving  a 
good  deal  of  thought  as  to  organization  in  view  of  the  economic  conditions  in 
that  coal  district  which  demand  action  of  some  kind,  and  though  several  in¬ 
formal  meetings  have  been  held,  nothing  definite  has  been  accomplished.  Just 
what  form  the  organization  will  take  is  uncertain,  but  a  call  for  a  general  con¬ 
ference  will  probably  be  sent  out  soon. 

I’here  was  a  two  days  session  of  the  1  llinois  Coal  Operators’ Association 
at  the  Great  Northern  Hotel,  Chicago,  Oct.  13  and  14,  to  consider  and  take 

action-in  regard  to  the  new  draft  of  the  mining  laws  of  the  State.  Among 
those  present  were  S.  M.  Dalzell,  president  of  the  associ  ition;  Sec’yand  Treas. 
C.  L.  Scraggs,  Glenn  W.  Traer,  H.  N.  Taylor,  J.  B.  Cavanaugh,  Jos.  A.  Agee, 
F.O.  Wyatt,  T.  T.  Bent,  E.  T.  Bent,  A.  W.  S  veet,  J.  H.  Garaghty,  J.  C. 
Simpson,  T.  A.  Lemmon,  Alfred  J.  Moorshead,  M.  Kelly,  S.  W.  Little  and 
others. 
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Mr.  J.  A.  Stearns  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  president  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  in¬ 
corporated,  leading  coal  operators,  and  Mr.  George  .Merry  weather  of  Chicago, 
geneal  rwestern  sales  agent  of  the  same  firm,  were  in  Duluth  this  week  accom¬ 
panied  by  C.  E.  Wales  of  Minneipolis,  president  of  the  Pion.-er  Fuel  company, 
which  handles  theirco.il  there.  The  party  went  from  there  to  Wisconsin  to 
spend  a  few  days  bass  fishing. 

♦  * 

According  to  the  New  York  Investig  itor,  it  is  possible  that  the  coal  roads 
of  Ohio  may  pass  into  the  hands  of  an  English  syndicate.  Sir  Thomas  Tan- 
cred  of  London,  Eng  and,  who  has  been  in  Oni  >  sev^eral  days  inspecting  the 
route  of  the  proposed  B1  ick  Diamond  system  of  railways,  left  New  York  last 
week  after  com  nenting  favorably  upon  the  subject.  He  represents  an  Eng¬ 
lish  syndicate  with  a  capital  of  *50,000,000. 

V 

* 

The  Coal  Trade  is  the  title  of  a  new  jou  rnal,  the  initial  number  of  which 
appeared  September  17.  It  is  published  bi-monthly  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  by  the 
Coal  Trade  Co.,  and  according  to  announcements  its  pages  will  be  entirely 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  bituminous  coal  producers  of  that  region.  The 
paper  starts  out  with  apparently  good  prosp  ects,  is  attractive  in  appearance 
and  will  doubtless  make  a  success  of  its  venture. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  A.  C.  Pearson,  sales  agent  of  the  C  ilorado  Fuel  and  Iron  Company 
spent  several  days  of  last  week  in  Omaha,  visiting  the  exposition  and  inciden¬ 
tally  making  use  of  his  pencil  to  jot  down  an  order  or  so  in  odd  moments.  Mr. 
Pearson  was  a  former  resident  of  Omaha,  and  his  many  old  time  friends  gave 
him  a  most  cordial  welcome.  The  business  of  the  Fuel  and  Iron  Company  is 
always  good,  and  a  book  full  of  orders  is  only  an  ordinary  occurrence 

*  * 

Recently  at  Linton,  Green  Co.,  Ind.,  the  Island  Coal  Co's  No.  2  mine 
broke  all  previous  records  by  hoisting  165  ions  of  coal  in  35  minutes.  This 
amount  of  coal  was  not  only  hoisted  in  the  time  mentioned,  but  was  also 
screened,  weighed  and  dumpeJ  into  the  railroad  cars,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  this 
has  been  equaled  by  any  mine  in  the  state,  as  it  was  a  record  breaker  even  for 
this  finely-equipped  mine.  Mr.  A.  O.  Tandy,  Chicago  sales  agent  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  afforded  the  foregoing  information. 

*  * 

Incidental  to  and  in  connection  w.th  the  letter  “Protection  to  Shipo^rs  of 
Coal  in  the  m.itter  of  Weight,”  by  .Mr.  David  Ratter,  Chicag),  published  Oct. 
1,  it  is  reported  th  t  one  railroad  bringing  coal  into  Ch  cago  has  recently 
stenciled  a  large  number  of  gondola  cars  80,000  pounds  capacity  which  for 
years  the  ro  id  have  heretofore  marked  as  having  a  maximum  capacity  of 
66,000  pounds  in  this  same  service  of  cars.  Is  it  not  about  time  the  soft  coal 

shippers  did  something  for  their  own  protection? 

* 

*  sic 

A  coal  miner’s  strike  which  has  been  on  since  Sept,  ist,  at  the  mines  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  line  of  the  C.  B.  &  K.  C.  Ry.  in  Iowa  and  Missouri  has  been  de¬ 
clared  off  by  the  executive  committee,  and  the  men  have  gone  to  work  at  the 
same  scale  of  wages  as  was  paid  last  winter.  This  is  a  very  productive  field 
and  the  miners  ma ce  goiJwiges  during  a  long  continue  1  season,  the  work 
lasting  well  into  the  summer  m.anths.  Miners  thinking  of  making  a  change 
will  do  well  to  investigate  this  field.  Write  to  the  Post  .Master  at  Mendota, 
Mo.,  for  information. 

*  * 

Mr.  Scott  K.  Snively,  of  the  Felix  Coal  Company,  Sheridan,  Wyo.,  visited 
the  Omaha  coal  dealers  and  the  expisition  list  week;  his  admiration  of  the 
big  show  had  no  limit,  and  he,  like  others,  regretted  that  his  business  engage¬ 
ments  would  not  admit  of  a  longer  stay.  His  report  of  the  prospects  of  the 
mining  interests  in  the  Sheridan  country  shows  that  the  field  is  only  in  its  in¬ 
fancy,  that  the  greatness  of  the  coal  deposits  is  almost  unknown  beyond  im¬ 
mediate  limits  as  yet,  but  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Western  world 

will  be  astonished  at  the  immensity  of  the  resources  of  our  sister  state. 

* 

* 

Judging  from  the  averages  of  the  various  sizes  of  anthracite  co  al  for  the 
month  of  September,  this  industry  is  not  up  to  wnat  was  expected  of  it 
earlier  in  the  season.  The  Lehigh  Packer  coil  is  said  to  hive  returned  the 
following  averages:  Stove  $3  70,  egg  3.60,  chestnut  3.54  broken  3  36.  This  is 
considerably  bel  iw  the  figures  for  the  same  month  in  1847,  and  judging  from 
present  appearances  these  figures  will  be  very  much  lower  for  the  present 
month,  as  prices  are  entirely  in  favor  of  the  buyer  and  no  man  can  tell  what 
they  will  be  a  week  from  now. 

*  * 

The  New  York  Press  in  an  issue  last  week  says:  “Speaking  of  Ned 
Berwind’s  coal — do  you  known  Ned?  He  is  president  of  the  Pennsylvania 
and  Northwestern  Railway,  with  hai.dsome  offices  in  the  Betz  building,  Phila¬ 
delphia.  His  millions  are  several.  He  is  one  of  the  richest  coal  barons  of 
the  Keystone  state,  and  in  New  York  is  r  garded  as  th ;  handsomest  man  in 
Wall  street.  He  has  a  way  with  him.  Anna  Held  is  not  in  it.  His  vast  coal 
interests  are  backed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Compiny,  and  his  sales  to  ocean 
steamers  alone  amount  to  millions  of  tons  annually.  If  he  wants  a  contract 
with  a  transatlantic  line  he  engages  the  costliest  cabin  on  its  fastest  ship, 
jumps  on  board,  owns  the  vessel  all  the  way  over  and  b  ick,  and  returns  with 
a  contract  signed,  sealed  and  delivered.  It  costs  money,  but  money  talks.” 


The  contract  for  23,400  tons  of  pea  coal  for  the  Brooklyn  Water  Works  is 
again  in  the  market  and  bids  are  asked  to  be  in  by  the  20th  of  this  month. 
When  this  business  came  into  the  market  some  time  ago  only  one  bid  was  re¬ 
ceived,  that  of  G.  Winant  &  Son,  New  York;  for  this  reason  the  contract  was 
not  awarded.  Coal  men  are  not  anxious  for  this  kind  of  business,  as  the  depart¬ 
ment  requests  a  shipment  of  some  seventy  cars  the  first  week  of  every  month, 
which  under  the  present  system  of  allotment  is  liable  to  give  a  good  deal  of 
trouble  at  certain  times  of  the  year  when  restriction  at  the  mines  is  enforced. 


♦ 

*  if. 


Consul  Phillips,  of  Cardiff,  reports  the  cost  of  the  late  coal  strike  in  South 
Wales  as  $3,000,000.  He  says  that  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  the 
miners  on  aciount  of  their  excellent  behavior,  notwithstanding  their  great 
suffering  during  the  long  strike.  The  effects  of  this  strike  are  far-reaching. 
The  British  admiralty  abandoned  their  naval  review  this  year,  as  all  the  naval 
coal  supplies  were  obtained  in  this  district.  Other  coal  is  being  tested  ancT 
the  best  of  it  will  be  chosen  for  navil  purposes  forthwith.  The  oaling  sta¬ 
tions  throughout  the  world  are  affected,  some  being  almost  depleted.  In  this 
way  an  opportunity  has  been  made  for  the  making  of  coal  contracts  with 
American  shipping  firms.  The  prices  are  still  inflated. 


;|c 

*  * 


The  Merchant  and  Manufacturer,  a  Cincinnati  trade  paoer  published  in 
the  interests  of  its  manufacturers  and  commerce,  in  its  issue  Oct.  i,  says:  “  The 
coal  trade  of  Cincinnati  is  one  of  the  most  important  commercial  interests,  and 
every  year  the  business  is  growing  in  extent  and  steadily  reaching  out  to  new 
markets.  No  city  is  better  equipped  as  a  distributing  center,  and  already 
many  important  and  growing  industrial  towns  depend  upon  the  coal  dealers  of 
the  Queen  City  for  their  fuel  supplies.  One  of  our  leading  concerns  is  the 
Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  which  for  several  years  has  occupied  a  prominent  position 
in  this  coal  market.  Tnis  company  are  miners  and  shippers  of  the  well  known 
“Winifrede”  lump  coal,  and  have  unsurpassed  facilities  and  advantages  for 
prosecuting  the  business  on  a  very  extensive  scale.  They  own  immense  tracts 
of  the  finest  coal  lands  in  Kanawha  County,  West  'Virginia,  and  turn  out  great 
quantities  of  high  grade  c  >al.  They  have  a  large  fleet  of  barges  and  coal  boats 
for  conveying  their  coal  from  the  min  ;s  to  the  markets.  The  management  of 
the  Cincinnati  and  Chicago  branches  of  the  Winifrede  Coal  Company  is  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Sidney  P.  Hostler,  who  is  the  ge.ieral  siles  agent  for  the  entire 
territory  West  of  Huitington,  W.  Ya.  He  is  a  liye  and  go-ahead  business 
man,  and  is  constantly  increasing  the  trade  and  extending  the  business  of  this 
progressive  concern.” 

* 

David  J.  Lloyd,  C.  E.,  M.  E.,  until  recently  manager  of  the  Shelburn  mine, 
Shelburn,  Ind.,  but  now  general  m  in  iger  of  the  Black  Hills  Coal  Co.,  Alad¬ 
din,  Wyo.,  which  po-ition  was  tendered  to  and  accepted  by  him  last  July,  says 
in  a  letter  lately  received,  th,»t  on  his  arrival  there  he  enlarged  the  tunnel  of 
the  mine,  which  was  3  Vz  feet  by  5  5^  feet  to  7  feet  by  6j^  feet  high.  The  tipple, 
screens,  etc.,  are  now  up,  and  if  the  railroad  from  Belle  Fourche  to  Alad¬ 
din  was  completed  he  would  be  ready  to  ship  coal.  This  railroad  is  an  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  Chicago  and  Northwestern  and  is  expected  to  be  completed  by 
October  15th.  Since  July  Mr.  Lloyd  has  driven  about  500  feet  entry,  besides 
cleaning  and  retimbering  700  feet  of  the  original  openings  and  will  have  work 
for  50  miners,  but  is  waiting  for  the  railroad  to  be  finiihed.  The  seam  is 
from  5  ft.  3  in.  to  6  ft.  4  in.  thick  of  excellent  quality  and  very  like  the  Shel¬ 
burn  of  Indiana  and  the  Trenton  of  Illinois.  There  is  not  a  single  band  of 
dirt  or  sulphur  in  the  seam  from  top  to  bottom.  The  coal  is  hard,  flies  from 
the  pick  points  and  rings  like  broken  glass.  Since  his  arrival  Mr.  Lloyd  has 
surveyed  and  platted  the  town  of  Aladdin  and  building  contracts  have  been 
let  for  miners’  houses,  etc.  About  two  m  inths  ago  Mr.  Lloyd  tried  the  coal 
for  coke;  the  result  shows  a  superior  quality  for  metallurgical  purposes  which 
can  be  marketed  at  Deadwoid,  only  forty-five  miles  away.  Analysis  of  the 
coal  made  at  the  South  Dakota  School  of  Mines  at  Rapid  City,  S.  D.,  shows: 
Water,  5.95;  volatile  matter,  41.22;  fixed  carbon,  47.03;  ash,  5.8a  per  cent; 
specific  gravity,  1.30.  The  coal  is  admirably  adapted  f  ir  m  ichine  mining  and 
Mr.  Lloyd  says;  “We  shall  put  in  a  first-class  plant  in  the  spring  or  summer.” 
The  Black  Hills’  Coal  Co.  is  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  Mr.  Lloyd, 
who  is  well  and  favorably  k  lown  in  Illinois  and  Indiana  mining  circles  as  a 
competent,  energetic  and  pushing  mine  manager. 


For  two  years  the  American  Development  Company  has  been  opening 
what  isbecoming  the  largest  coal  mine  in  the  Northwest  at  Fairfax,  thirty-eight 
miles  southeast  of  Tacoma  and  eight  miles  beyond  the  Carbonado  coal  mines, 
owned  by  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad.  The  railroad  is  now  being  extended 
from  Carbonado  to  Fairfax,  and  in  October  wholesale  coal  shipments  to  San 
Francisco  will  be  commecned.  It  is  announced  today  that  before  winter  the 
Fairfax  mines  will  be  shipping  a  thousand  tons  a  day  to  Tacoma.  This  will 
mean  the  dispatch  of  at  least  three  large  cargoes  for  San  Francisco  every  two 
weeks.  The  company  has  been  figuring  on  using  barges  or  whalebacks  for 
coal  transportation,  but  at  first  sailing  vessels  will  be  employed. 
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ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 


AX  INTERESTIXO  ACROSTK'. 


There  will  be  an  open  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  in  Parlor  L,  Great  Northern 
Hotel.  Chicago,  Ill.,  on  Tuesday,  October  i8th,  at  ii  a.  m. 


The  Committee  would  be  pleased  to  have  every  member  who  is  in  the  city 
attending  the  Great  Peace  Jubilee  present,  as  they  will  take  up  the  report  on 
all  complaints  which  have  been  presented  to  the  secretary  to  date. 

V* . 

*  * 

Now  is  your  opportunity  if  you  have  any  complaint.  Make  sure  that  it  is 
presented  at  that  meeting,  as  we  wish  to  publish  a  complete  list  of  the  com¬ 
plaints  and  disposition  of  same,  after  the  meeting  of  the  Committee. 

,  * 

*  * 

Secretary  Ludlow  writes:  “A  great  deal  of  interest  is  being  taken  in  this 
meeting  and  we  expect  a  good  many  members  and  dealers  from  out-of-town  to 
be  present.” 

*** 

It  is  understood  that  there  are  three  coal  dealers  in  Highland  Park,  two 
members  of  the  association;  the  third  one  as  it  is  understood  from  a  conversa¬ 
tion,  IS  waiting  to  see  whether  the  association  is  going  to  amount  to  anything 
or  not.  You  see  it  is  like  this,  it  is  very  risky  business  paying  $5.00  into  an 
association  at  a  little  over  a  cent  per  day  without  some  guarantee  that  one 
will  get  that  amount  or  a  little  more  back  again  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
Come,  my  brother,  get  up  into  the  daylight  and  take  your  chances  with  us. 

“Observer. 

* 

*  + 

Pres.  Delos  Hull  reports  that  the  shipping  interests  of  the  Association 
were  never  in  a  better  condition  than  at  present.  And  he  might  add  that  most 
of  the  trouble  came  directly  or  indirectly  from  one  or  two  shippers  only.  It  is 
not  very  hard  to  place  them  when  Chicago  has,  at  the  most,  only  eight  or  ten 
direct  anthracite  coal  shippers.  Come,  my  brother,  be  good,  not  because  you 
have  to  be,  but  because  you  want  to  be.  Don’t  scalp  yourself  nor  hire  some¬ 
body  else  to  do  it  for  you,  for  in  either  case  you  will  be  found  out  and  held  re¬ 
sponsible. 

* 

Another  new  member,  A.  Robertson  of  Highland  Park,  and  the  kind  we  want, 
for  he  has  shown  his  intention  to  work  for  the  association  in  a  substantial 
way.  Mr.  DeH.  has  good  evidence  of  this  in  the  shape  of  a  long  list  of  com¬ 
plaints.  With  the  grocery  merchants  buying  coal  and  peddling  it  out  from 
the  car  and  a  residence  jobber  soliciting  trade.  Highland  Park  has  had  a  hard 
time.  It  is  quite  evident  from  the  way  Mr.  Robertson  stepped  into  the  harness 
that  he  does  not  expect  the  association  to  take  care  of  him,  but  that  the  asso¬ 
ciation  would  help  him  take  care  of  him.self. 


A  jobber  says,  “There  isn’t  any  chance  for  us  fellows  now  days,  you  deal¬ 
ers  do  not  support  us  as  you  should.”  Blame  no  one  but  yourself,  Mr.  Jobber 
How  do  you  support  the  dealer?  Ask  the  officers  of  the  association  where 
most  of  the  complaints  from  the  dealers  come  from  and  you  will  learn  some¬ 
thing  you  won’t  care  to  have  put  in  print.  Please  do  not  misunderstand  the 
above,  although  it  is  true  that  most  of  the  scalping  is  done  by  jobbers,  all  job¬ 
bers  are  not  scalpers.  Some  of  the  best  support  the  association  has  comes 
from  the  so-called  jobber.  The  dealers  will  not  forget  this  fact.  Perhaps  it 
would  be  a  good  idea  to  have  a  list  that  the  dealers  could  refer  to  from  time  to 
time;  it  would  be  a  nice  thing  to  referto  when  they  have  callers. 


Under  date  of  Oct.  13th  F.  E.  Lukens,  Sec’y  of  the  C.  D.  A.  of  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  sent  out  to  all  its  members  a  request  that  they  furnish  him  a  list  of 
the  different  coal  shippers  they  are  dealing  with,  and  it  is  hoped  that  every 
member  will  respond  promptly  to  that  call.  Although  Mr.  Lukens  did  not  ex¬ 
plain  very  fully  the  purpose  of  this,  yet  it  requires  very  little  surmising  to  at 
least  partly  understand  it.  For  instance,  supposing  that  shipper  A  should  ship 
coal  or  allow  his  coal  to  be  shipped  to  a  consumer  in  a  town  where  there  i'  an 
association  member  located,  it  would  not  be  very  pleasant  for  him  to  know 
that  in  a  very  short  time  every  retail  dealer  to  whom  he  is  furnishing  coal 
would  be  notified  of  this.  It  might  have  a  tendency  to  increase  the  bu  k  of 
his  mail,  but  every  letter  might  not  contain  an  order.  Some  of  his  customers 
might  file  objections;  and  again,  the  traveling  man  might  have  an  unpleasant 
experience  on  his  next  trip,  the  dealers  might  mention  it  to  him  in  a  soothing 
way,  suggestive  of  cold  baths. 

* 

*  * 

So  the  board  of  directors  will  hold  a  meeting  next  week,  the  peace  jubilee 
week.  It  may  be  this  name  will  apply  well  to  this  meeting.  But  the  president 
and  secretary  promise  some  very  interesting  cornplaints  to  be  brought  up 
at  this  time,  that  none  will  be  forgotten  or  laid  aside  for  fear  of  hurcing  some 
one’s  feelings.  The  members  of  the  Ass  iciation  expect  the  board 
of  managers  to  pass  unon  these  complaints,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  complaint,  not  according  to  who  it  is  who  is  guilty.  !■  rom 
now  on  let  white  be  white  and  black  be  black.  Let  the  verdict  be  guilty  or 
not  guilty,  and  complaints  be  adjusted  according  to  the  rules  of  our  bv-laws. 
We  want  no  shipper’s  name  on  our  list  for  the  sike  of  enlarging  the  number, 
for  such  a  member  is  more  of  an  injury  than  help.  If  he  wishes  to  stay  out 
that  is  his  privilege,  and  we  are  entitled  to  no  favors  from  him  or  he  from  us. 
And  the  president  should  make  it  his  business  to  see  that  all  know  it.  Inter¬ 
ests  in  the  East  and  in  the  West  all  must  know  it  hides  nothing.  Our  board  of 
managers  was  appointed  to  see  that  this  is  done  and  we  believe  they  will  see 
that  It  is  done,  f  ir  they  know,  as  every  member  of  the  association  knows  that 
upon  their  work  depends  our  success  or  failure.  The  dealers  must  have  con¬ 
fidence  that  their  complaints  will  be  attended  to  and  not  pigeon-holed,  or  they 
will  soon  lose  interest  and  confidence  in  the  officers  of  the  association. 


POCAHONTAS — That’s  the  wordi 
One  that  you  have  often  heard; 

Childhood  knows  the  red  maid’s  fame. 

And  now  coal  which  bears  her  name 
Helps  to  make  the  engines  go 
O’er  this  great  wide  world  below. 

None  who  use  it  lose  their  heads — 

Tales  of  old  hold  true,  ’tis  said. 

And  more  things  than  we  can  name 
S’^ow  it  worthy  of  its  fame. 

COAL  unfound  it  long  had  slept; 

O’er  it  earth  her  watches  kept; 

And  at  last,  like  lips  unsealed. 

Light,  this  child  of  earth  revealed. 

STAR  of  coals,  its  fame  shines  bright. 

Though  its  face  is  black  as  night; 

And  the  ships  which  this  coal  use 
Raise  their  speed  when  others  lose. 

OF  all  coals  the  best  you  see 
Facts  have  proven  it  to  be. 

ALL  around  its  name  is  known. 

Like  a  true  star  it  has  shone; 

Low  of  birth,  yet  still  fame’s  won. 

September,  1898.  Anna  Ella  Holbrook,  14  years  old. 


COKE  OVEX  LARRY  EQUIPPED  WITH  ELECTRIC  MOTOR, 


At  mines  where  electric  plants  are  installed  for  the  operation  of  coal  cutting 
machines,  locomotives,  drilling,  etc.,  the  application  of  electric  motors  is  con¬ 
stantly  being  extended  and  applied  to  apparatus,  which  a  lew  years  ago  pre¬ 
sented  no  encouragement  for  tne  electrical  engineer.  The  least  encouraging 
of  these  was  the  coke  oven  larry.  Due  to  the  conditions  unOer  which  the  larry 
has  to  operate,  it  did  not  seem  advisable  to  attempt  to  use  an  electric  motor  to 
propel  It  along  the  coke  ovens.  There  was  apparently  no  advantage  to  be 
gained  by  reduction  in  expense  of  operation,  and  the  owners  of  coal  mines 
operating  coke  ovens  were  not  encouraged  to  adopt  this  means  of  propelling 
the  larry.  Subsequent  experience  has  shown,  however,  that  the  device  is 
economical  and  practical.  This  was  thoroughly  demonstrated  by  the  adoption 
of  the  system  at  the  mines  of  the  Pulaski  Iron  Co.  in  West  Viiginia.  The 


leffrey  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  eipiipped  one  of  the  larrys  at  the  above 
mine  with  an  electric  motor  complete  with  controllers  and  operating  mechanism. 
This  practically  makes  a  locomotive  out  of  the  larry,  and  emirely  does  aw  y 
with  the  use  of  mules  about  the  coke  ovens.  The  increased  rate  of  travel 
allows  the  ovens  to  be  ch  irged  more  rapidly,  and  a  less  number  of  larries  are 
required  than  where  mules  are  used. 

The  larry  above  referred  to  has  been  in  operation  more  than  a  year,  and 

has  fully  demonstrated  its  practicability  and  economy. 

The  Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Company  has  equipped  a  number  of  other 
plants  with  this  feature,  and  it  has  proven  a  success  wherever  applied. 

We  give  an  illustration  of  a  larry  equipped  with  an  electric  motor,  this 

having  been  taken  under  actual  working  conditions.  . 

Further  information,  catalogues,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  on  addressing  the 
manufacturers. 
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OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


WESTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


Itnms  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interest 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


H.  Arbuckle  is  a  new  retail  coal  dealer  of  Youngstown,  Ohio. 

*  !*; 

* 

O.  C.  Robinson  has  opened  a  coal  yard  at  Glens  Kails,  N.  V. 

* 

O’Neill  Bros,  will  open  a  coal  and  lumber  yard  at  Mt.  Cuba,  Del. 


* ,  >i< 
♦ 


Mr.  Robert  Gillespie  has  opened  a  coal  yard  at  Catasauqua,  N. 


*  * 


Harstone  &  Broms  succeed  the  firm  of  Harstone,  Windatt  &  Co.,  Win¬ 
nipeg,  Manitoba. 


^  .  * 
* 


J.  L.  Rehrer,  Middletown,  Pa.,  will  open  a  coal  yard  in  that  city  about 
October  15  th. 


*  * 
* 


D.  M.  Bondurant  continues  the  coal  business  of  H.  C.  Bondurant,  Hot 
Springs,  Ark. 

* 

*  * 

M.  E.  Miller  &  Co.  has  purchased  the  coal  business  of  Geo.  Baker,  Belle- 
fontaine,  Ohio. 

*  * 

G.  H.  Davis  has  purchased  the  retail  coal  business  of  C.  W.  Clayton,  1846 
Armitage  avenue,  Chicago. 

* 

A.  S.  Ault  &  Co.,  Brockville,  Ont.,  have  changed  the  firm  name,  and  it 
now  reads  Ault  &  Reynolds. 

* 

A  s>< 

A.  F.  Stratton,  Athol,  M  iss.,  has  retired  from  the  coal  business,  having 
sold  his  interest  to  his  partner,  E.  F.  Ackley. 

*  * 

* 

E.  J.  Johnson,  proprietor  Ft.  Wayne  Coal  Company,  47th  and  Stewart 
avenue,  Chicago,  reports  business  good  in  his  district. 

SF  If 
* 

J.  R.  Cook,  Sturgis,  Mich.,  has  purchased  the  coal  business  of  Fred  Birch. 
Mr.  Birch  Will  move  to  Ann  Arbor  and  open  a  coal  office  there. 

*  * 

•X* 

B.  J.  Darbyshire  graciously  informs  us  he  never  purchased  his  present 
business  from  C.  L.  .Morrison,  having  owned  it  for  twenty  years. 

*  * 

* 

George  Griffin  is  building  extensive  sheds  and  is  getting  into  the  coal 
business  at  Charles  on,  Ill.,  and  expecung  to  suc''eed  by  selling  the  best  coal 
cheap  for  cash.  Good  idea  and  you  will  win  if  you  stick  to  that  motto. 

* ,  * 

* 

A  new  coal  concern  has  opened  for  business  under  the  name  of  the  Salem 
Coal  Company,  on  the  old  Murphy  coal  wharf  on  Derby  street,  Salem,  .Mass. 
The  leading  spirits  in  the  new  company  are  Wm.  S.  McIntyre  and  Frank 
Delano. 


sH  sH 
* 

Bids  for  furnishing  coal  for  the  city  of  Manchester,  N.  H.,  were  opened 
last  week,  with  the  result  that  A.  C.  Tilton  wis  awarded  the  contract,  his  bid 
of  $5-98  per  ton  being  the  lowest.  The  building  committee  was  authorized  to 
make  necessary  arrangements  for  receiving  the  coal. 

* ,  * 

* 

Thomas  Dunn  has  resigned  his  position  with  George  C.  Law  &  Co.,  Utica, 
N.  Y  ,  for  which  firm  he  has  worked  acceptably  for  eleven  years,  and  has 
oi-ened  a  new  coal  ytrd  on  M  ihawk  street,  near  the  New  York  Central  rail¬ 
road.  His  many  friends  will  wish  him  success  in  his  new  undertaking. 

*  * 

* 

The  many  patrons  and  friends  of  Thomas  Webster,  Chattanooga’s  (Tenn.j 
veteran  coal  dealer,  will  learn  with  interest  ihit  he  has  re-opened  his  yard  at 
the  corner  of  M  irket  street  and  the  Western  &  Atlantic  railroad,  and  is  ready 
with  plenty  of  stock  to  fill  all  orders  promptly.  During  the  summer  this  yard 
was  temporarily  closed. 


Mine  Inspector  Roan,  of  the  Hocking  district,  says  the  outlook  for  em¬ 
ployment  there  is  not  bright.  Shortly  after  the  appeal  was  ma  le  to  Governor 
Bushneil  in  beha  f  of  the  miners  at  Jobs,  there  was  a  marked  picking  up  of 
business,  but  it  is  back  at  the  old  low  mark.  The  use  of  gas  for  all  kinds  of 
manufacturing  purposes  has  reduced  the  local  demand  for  coal  to  a  marked 
fiegree. 

A  correspondent  at  Thurman,  W.  Va.,  writes:  “Not  even  Pocahontas  has 
increased  its  production  of  coal  more  than  what  is  known  as  the  New  River 
district  of  West  Virginia.  A  large  portion  of  its  product  goes  into  the  Eastern 
market  in  competition  with  the  coals  of  Clearfield,  Maryland  and  Pocahontas. 
There  are  occasions  when  a  dozen  or  two  of  coal  cars  get  lost  in  transit,  and  this 
coal  is  general  y  found  in  the  Chicago  market. 

The  construction  of  the  Canton,  Aberdeen  and  Nashville  R.  R.  has  been 
commenced  at  Winfield,  Marion  County.  Ala.  The  new  road,  when  completed 
through  from  Winfield  to  West  Point,  Miss  ,  will  give  the  Illinois  Central, 
which  company  is  benind  the  project,  an  entrance  to  Alabama’s  coal  fields. 
The  owners  of  the  Illinois  Central  have  also  purcna->ed  extensive  coal  lands 
along  the  route  of  the  new  road,  which  they  will  develop,  in  order  to  furnish 
fuel  to  the  Illinois  divisions. 


Stillwater,  (Minn.)  city  fathers  are  asking  for  propo.sals  fur  coal,  bids  to  be 
in  by  8  p.  m.  October  18. 

The  mining  situation  in  Iowa  is  becoming  more  active.  The  coal  miners 
at  Mystic,  Darby  and  Rathburn  are  faiily  busy  and  work  reasonably  steady. 

There  is  a  dearih  of  coal  in  Big  Timber,  Mont.,  owing  to  the  burning  of 
the  tipple  at  the  Rocky  Fork  Coal  Company  and  the  consequent  shutting  down 
the  mine . 

.At  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  P.  McDonald  w'as  the  lowest  bidder  for  anthracite  coal 
for  the  police  depaitment  of  that  city,  at  §5.73  per  ton  delivered.  The  highest 
bid  was  $6. 

The  Press  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  is  agitating  the  appointment  of  a  city 
coal  inspector,  as  the  idea  seems  to  prevail  that  light  weight  is  altogether 
more  frequent  than  it  should  be. 

The  new  shaft  of  the  Builletts  Creek  Coal  Co.,  Clinton,  Ind.,  is  completed 
and  they  are  now  loading  five  and  six  cars  per  day.  The  Shirkies  expect  to 
be  able  to  load  600  tons  per  day  in  less  than  two  weeks. 

If  it  is  true,  as  Mine  Boss  Duddy  says,  that  one  white  miner  digs  as  much 
coal  as  three  negro  miners,  the  mine  operators  are  likely  to  find  they  have 
made  a  big  mistake  in  impurting  negro  labor. —  Post  Dispatch,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

IkeW.  B  vker,  engineer  for  the  Butte  &  Yellowstone  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Livingston,  Mont.,  reports  the  mines  and  ovens  of  the  company  working  to 
their  fullest  capacity  and  a  brisk  demand  for  every  pound  of  coae  that  can  be 
produced. 

The  Verne  Coal  Co.,  of  which  [ohn  S.  Porter  is  president,  is  fining  up  of¬ 
fices  in  the  Flint  &  Pere  Marquette  building,  Saginaw,  Mich.  This  company 
has  just  received  twenty-five  experienced  miners  from  Onto  and  the  output  is 
to  be  largely  increased. 

The  labor  Unions  of  Quincy,  Ill.,  have  endorsed  the  plan  of  the  State 
Federation  of  Labor  for  a  union  label  on  coal.  The  union  label  must  be  at¬ 
tached  to  the  bills  when  the  coal  is  delivered  and  the  dealers  will  be  supplied 
with  the  labels  by  the  miners’ union. 

C.  W.  Somers,  of  the  J.  H.  Somers  Coal  Co.,  arrived  last  week  with  thirty 
miners  from  Ohio  for  the  company’s  mine  at  St.  Charles,  Mich.  The  force  is 
being  increased  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  ouiput.  This  company  will 
begin  sinking  a  shaft  for  another  mine  in  a  few  days. 

Two  experts,  A.  L.  McKisson  and  T.  S.  Hollowell,  are  examining  Wyo¬ 
ming  coil  fields  in  the  interest  of  New  York  City  investors  in  coal  lands. 
They  will  make  examinations  and  tests  of  the  undeveloped  coal  fields  of 
Idnta,  Fremont.  Converse  and  Crook  counties. 

Hancock  &  Conkel,  who  have  been  running  the  Bunker  Hill  coal  mines 
at  Farnsworth,  Ind.,  for  several  years,  have  deeded  the  plant  to  W.  H. 
Crowder  in  satisfaction  of  a  five  thousand  dollar  mortgage.  The  mines  have 
been  leased  by  Ladson,  Carty  &  Smith,  who  will  operate  them. 

Coal  statistics  for  the  Third  district  of  Iowa  have  just  been  completed  by 
Mine  Inspector  Morgan  Thomas.  The  output  tor  the  year  ending  June  30  in¬ 
creased  131,759  tons  and  the  increase  for  Polk  county  was  55  354  tons.  Boone 
county’s  increase  was  23,234  tons.  The  total  output  for  the  district  was 
1.333.557  tons. 

The  Eastern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Columbus,  Cherokee  County,  Kans.,  has 
been  incorporated  to  manufacture  coke  fr  .m  the  coal  recently  discovered  on 
th- property  of  J.  O’Neil  of  that  county.  The  new  concern  has  made  arrange- 
men  sto  begin  operations  as  soon  as  they  can  possibly  erect  ovens.  Ovens  are 
now  being  erected  in  blocks  of  fifty  and  as  soon  as  one  block  is  erected  another 
will  be  begun. 

The  tipple  of  the  Rocky  Fork  coal  mine,  near  Bozeman,  Mont.,  was  com¬ 
pletely  de-.troyed  by  fire  two  weeks  ago.  There  is  nothing  extraordinary,  in 
this  item  except  the  fact  that  a  miner  named  Freiman  dashed  through  the 
burning  structure  to  the  powder  vau  t,  with  the  flames  all  about  him,  and 
brought  out  a  fifty-pound  box  of  dynamite.  Had  the  box  remained  where  it 
was  a  terrific  loss  of  property  and  lives  would  have  resulted.  Hobsons  are 
developed  every  day. 

The  gr-atest  month  in  the  h’story  of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  as  a  coal-exporting 
port  ended  September  30,  and  the  prospects  are  that  the  trade  will  soon  be 
augmented  by  the  addition  of  a  new  fleet  of  colliers  to  carry  the  coal  of  the 
Fdirlax  mines  now  being  opened  in  that  vicinity.  The  coal  shipments  from 
that  port  last  month  aggregated  47.853  tons,  valued  at  $143,559.  Tacoma’s 
splendid  showing  in  the  coal  business  is  the  result  of  an  increased  demand  from 
the  California  market. 

A.  D.  Hopper  of  Spokane,  Wash  ,  and  Oscar  Jones  of  Coakdale,  Mont., 
both  of  whom  are  said  to  have  a  large  amount  of  capital  at  their  command, 
have  leased  140  acres  of  land  from  John  Leavell,  and  340  from  Willis  Brown, 
the  land  being  located  about  two  m  les  southeast  of  Castle  Rock,  Wyo.,  on 
which  they  expect  to  develop  two  coal  mines.  One  of  the  mines,  which  is  three 
fr  et  thick,  is  a  semi-bituminous:  the  o  her  a  first  class  lignite,  and  is  five  feet 
thick.  It  is  proposed  to  build  a  standard  gauge  ro  id  to  the  mines,  and  other 
preparations  are  being  made  to  handle  the  product  of  the  mines  on  a  large 
scale. 


The  Water  Supply  Department  of  New  York,  150  Nassau  street,  will  re¬ 
ceive  bids  for  anthracite  coal  for  the  Borough  of  Brooklyn,  until  2  p.  M., 
October  20,  1898. 

The  Listie  Mining  Co.,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  are  introducing  electric  haulage  at 
their  mines.  C  lal  shipmerits  from  Listie  h  ive  ste  idily  increased  during  the 
last  year,  taxing  the  capacity  of  the  m  nes,  and  with  the  present  encouraging 
outlook  for  still  great;!  business  the  Messrs.  Krebs  have  determined  to  en¬ 
large  their  mining  equipment. 


431) 


No.  16  ] 


The  Black  Diamond. 


CATALOGUES. 


The  Sullivan  Machinery  Co.,  50  Vorth  Clinton  St.,  Chicago,  manufacturers 
of  coal  mining  machinery,  etc.,  have  issued  their  illustrated  descriptive  cata- 

logu^No.c32^1o  ^  twenty-page  pamphlet,  illustrating  and  describing  the 

coal  cutting  and  shearing  machines  manufactured  by  this  comp  my,  whi  h  are 
operated  by  compresse  1  air.  The  il  usirations  are  reprndu  itions  from  phot  >- 
graphs  taken  in  the  mines  and  therefore  represent  exact  conditions.  In  the 
introduction!  he  company  s.ivs:  "Alter  an  experience  of  some  thirty  yeai^m 


the  manuftcture  of  Mining  and  Quarrying  M  tchinery  we  take  great  pleasure  in 
presenting  to  our  customers  this  ■  atalogue  devoted  exclusively  tom  tchinery 
used  about  a  coal  m  ne.  Being  firm  believers  that  all  the  coal  of  the  future 
will  be  mined  Uy  machines,  we  have  spared  no  expense  in  putting  out  a  ‘'^e  to 
meet  the  varied  requirements  of  different  coals  throughout  the  country.  Of 
onrcompre  sed  Air  Machines  we  hive  proven  our  Undercutters  to  have  no 
equal  in  the  imo  int  of  coal  cut,  cost  of  repairs  and  consumption  of  air.  Our 
S.ieanng  Machine  also  using  compressed  air  is  a  new  departure,  long  sought 
for,  and  is  the  only  practical  machine  for  rapid  entry  driving.” 

These  catalogues  will  be  mailed  to  mine  owners,  managers  and  superin¬ 
tendents  on  application. 


.  c. 


AGENT 


Delaware,  Lackawanna  $c  Western  Railroad  Company’s 

COAL. 


SCRANTON 


:Soft  Ooal  Oolsie 


\\NNN.\NNNN\% 


C.  L.  DERINC,  Manager. 

Deartooria  Street, 


Ohicaoo 


The  St.  Louis  and 
Big  Muddy  Coal  Co. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE: 

CARBONDALE,  ILL. 

CAPACITY 

2,500  jir 
TONS  Ltl 

DAILY. 


MINES  NEAR. 


CARTERYILLE, 
Williamson  County, 

ILL. 


SOLE 

PROPRIETORS 


COAL. 


TRADE  MAKK. 

A  600  ton  daily  capacity  Luhtig  Coal  Wasning  Plant  operated  in  connection  with  mine. 


WILLIAMS  &  PETERS, 

General  Sales  Agents  for  the  Erie  R.  R.  Company’s  and  New  York,  Susquehanna  &  Western  Coal  Company’s 

KKVSTONE  ANTHRACITEI  and  BIT'UMINOUS  clarion 

JKRMVN  ^  A  I 

VVILKRSBARRK  ^ 

SOLE  AGENTS  FOR  THE  BLOSSBURG  COAL  COMPANY. 


DAGUS 
BLOSSHURCi 


MAIN  office:  ,  ^luffalo  N  Y 

Washington  Building.  ■  No.  1  Broadway.  N  J  ^  ^ 

NEW  YORK.  Edgewater,  IN  J 


BRANCH  OFFICES 

Buffalo.  N-  Y.  New  Haven.  Conn. 

Boston,  Mass. 

M.  E.  ROBINSON,  Western  Sales  Agent,  BUFFALO,  N.  \. 
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EASTERN  COAL  AM)  COKE  NOTES. 

The  Rockwood  Coal  Company,  Pottsville,  Pa.,  will  shortly  erect  a  washery 
on  Preston  banks.  They  will  employ  200  men  and  boys. 

•’®^3,in  the  same  and  firm,  with  no  change  in  sight  what- 
There  is  being  plenty  of  coal  shipped,  but  the  vesselmen  are  still  com¬ 
plaining  of  poor  rates. 

It  is  announced  that  the  Lackawanna  Coal  Company's  colliery  in  Blakley, 
npr  Olyphant,  Pa.,  has  changed  hands,  and  that  F.  E.  Platt  and  E.  B  Sturges 
of  Scranton,  have  assumed  control.  ^  ’ 

It  is  said  that  there  are  some  fifty  mines  in  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  pools 
on  the  Monongehela  river  in  the  Pittsburg  district,  of  which  about  six  or  eight 
are  said  to  be  paying  the  Chicago  scale. 

Unusual  detention  at  Philadelphia  of  coastwise  coal  vessels  is  reported  on 
account  of  the  scarcity  of  seamen  and  their  demand  for  a  S5  advance  in  wages. 
Sailors  engaged  in  these  vesse.s  ordinarily  receive  $2o@22  per  month. 

One  of  the  interesting  features  of  the  extension  of  the  Buffalo,  Rochester 
and  Pittsburg  Railroad  from  Punxsutawney  to  Butler  is  the  opening  up  for 
development  of  a  large  tract  of  coal  and  timber  land  in  the  section  through 
which  the  road  passes. 

James  P  Hosie,  a  well-known  resident  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  died  there  last 
week,  aged  50  yeirs.  He  is  survived  by  a  wife  and  two  daughters  aged 
eight  an  1  eleven  respectfully.  Deceased  had  been  engaged  in  many’ of  the 
coal  operations  in  that  section. 

The  coal  mines  at  Bitumen.  Pa.,  whirh  give  employment  to  about  275 
men,  are  working  full  time  and  are  shipping  27  cars  per  day.  The  coal  is 
taken  out  of  three  shafts,  and  sent  down  an  incline  piane  in  small  trucks  and 
loaded  on  the  cars  for  shipment. 

After  several  months  of  investigation.  M.  S.  Kemmerer  &  Co.  have  at 
last  found  a  five-foot  vein  of  coal  on  the  West  side  of  Sand  Run,  near  Hazel- 
ton,  Pa.  Preparations  are  being  made  by  the  company  to  have  a  slope  sunk 
between  Highland  and  Sandy  Run. 

Mine  Inspertor  Brennan’s  report  of  the  Seventh  District  of  Pennsylvania 
for  September  shows  that  there  were  three  fatal  and  five  non-fatal  accidents. 
The  accidents  for  the  first  nine  months  of  this  year  numbered  eighty-four,  a 
great  decrease  compared  with  the  same  period  last  year. 

Williatn  T.  Smyth,  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  was  appointed  superintendent  of 
the  Parrish  Colliery  at  Plymouth  last  week.  Mr.  Smyth  has  long  been  recog¬ 
nized  as  ore  of  the  mo^t  prominent  mining  men  in  this  region.  He  was  for 
m  -ny  years  superintendent  of  the  L.  &  W.  B.  Co.,  and  of  late  years  has  been 
at  the  head  of  Williams  Coal  Co.  at  Pottsville. 

Slack  coal  as  fuel  for  the  lime  kilns  is  gradually  succeeding  wood  in  Rock¬ 
land,  Me  111  September  five  cargoes,  aggregating  4,065  tons  of  coal,  have 
been  brought  to  Rockland  from  Louisburg,  Cape  Breton.  Already  the  kiln- 
wood  arrivals  have  begun  to  fall  off  and  the  price  of  wood,  which  at  one  time 
was  as  high  as  S3-75i  has  fallen  to  $2.50  and  some  cargoes  have  gone  at  ^2. 

Paul  F.  Gerhard  &  Co.,  New  York,  exp-irted  during  September  26,827  tons 
of  American  coal  to  the  River  Platte  and  Brazil  on  their  vessels.  This  is  the 
largest  business  of  any  month  th  s  vear.  It  is  generally  believed  in  the  trade 
that  the  po-tsibilities  of  increasing  the  coal  trade  with  Brazil  are  encouraging, 
according  to  the  latest  advi-  e^  from  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Of  the  above  quantity 
20,049  loris  went  to  Brazilian  points. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Sunday  Creek  Coal  Company’s  mine  No.  8,  at  Corn¬ 
ing,  Ohio,  has  shut  down  for  some  time  at  least  and  it  may  be  for  good.  The 
cause  for  this  move  on  the  part  of  the  company  is  the  fact  that  the  cost  of 
operating  the  mine  is  so  great  that  they  are  unable  to  compete  with  the  West 
Virginia  coal  in  the  m  irket  The  shut  down  will  throw  out  of  employment 
from  275  to  300  men  who  will  be  compelled  to  seek  employment  elsewhere. 

All  arrangements  for  the  reopening  of  the  Sloan  Colliery,  owned  and  oper¬ 
ated  by  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  Com  pany,  have  have  been 
nearly  completed.  The  shaft  was  recently  deepened  to  open  the  Dunmore 
vein,  near  Scranton,  Pa.  New  hoisting  engines  were  put  in  and  a  new  engine 
house  built.  Many  other  minor  changes  have  also  been  made  in  and  about  the 
colliery.  No  definite  inf  irmation  as  to  ho  v  soon  operations  will  begin  seem 
to  be  forthcoming,  however.  ° 

The  Jones  antiscreen  law,  enacted  by  the  last  session  of  the  Ohio  Legisla¬ 
ture,  went  into  effect  September  29.  It  makes  it  unlawful  for  mine  owners  or 
operators  of  coal  mines  to  screen  coal  until  the  output  shall  have  first  been 
weighed  and  the  miners  given  full  credit  for  the  coal  actually  mined.  It  is 
understood  that  no  effort  is  to  be  made  by  the  operators  of  the  Hocking  Valley 
to  comply  with  the  law,  the  intention  being  to  let  the  matter  quietly  pass  by. 

It  is  claimed  that  such  a  law  cannot  be  carried  out  without  a  complete  revision 
of  the  mining  scale,  and  this  runs  until  the  first  of  the  year. 


previous  year,  as 


The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  and  coke  originat- 
mg  on  Its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  Oct.  i  i8q8 
and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the 
follows: 

1898. 

Week  ending 

A  u  ■  ’• 

Anthracite,  tons .  86.270 

Bituminous,  tons .  207  c Sc 

Coke,  tons . 

.  490,223 


1898 

1897. 

Year  to 

Year  to 

Oct.  1. 

Oct.  2. 

2,674,358 

2.620.833 

10,368,868 

9,280,501 

4,441,007 

3,409,896 

17.484,233 

15.311,230 

COAL  IN  CHINA. 


A  contract  to  work  newly-discovered  coal  mines  in  the  province  of  Shansi 
China,  has  been  made  bv  the  Chinese  government  with  an  Anglo-Italian  syn¬ 
dicate  for  sixty  years.  W.  M.  Shockley,  mining  engineer  and  C.  D.  Jameson 
both  Americans,  have  rtoroughly  examined  the  region  for  the  syndicate  and 
report  that  there  is  probablv  no  known  coal  field  in  the  world  that  equals  this 
one  in  either  quantity  or  quality  of  coal.  Deposits  of  anthracite  coal  occupy 
the  entire  eastern  portion  of  Shansi  and  run  into  the  neighboring  province  of 
Honan,  while  the  western  half  has  a  deposit  of  12,000  square  miles  of  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal.  The  coal  here  is  found  at  an  elevation  of  2,500  feet  and  the  strata 
are  practically  horizonta  and  show  wherever  erosion  has  cut  sufficiently  deep. 
The  anthracite  coal  veiris  unbroken  over  an  area  of  13,500  square  miles  and 
varies  in  thickness  from  25  to  30  feet. 
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DAVIS  COAL  AND  COKE  COMPANV, 

BIC  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 


SMITHING  COAL 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  TKE 


High  In  Carbon. 

Low  in  Sulphur  and  Ash. 


^  Davis  Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


\/ 


j 


For  Ore  Smelters,  Foundries 
and  Family  Use. 


Capccity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coat  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont  W  Va. 

SMITHING  COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 

The  Davis  Coal  and  Coke  Company  is  opening  a  new  six-foot  vein  near 
West  Virginia  Junction,  W.  Va. 

D.  S.  Fino-er  of  Campbell,  eight  miles  east  of  Greenville,  Hunt  County, 
Texas,  claims^to  hive  struck  a  fine  vein  of  coal  of  excellent  quality  and  very 
thick. 

The  Trinity  Oil  and  Improvement  Company,  Trinity,  Texas,  is  making 
fine  headway  in  their  search  for  oil  one  mile  south  of  town.  The  general  be¬ 
lief  is  that  oil  and  coal  in  abundance  will  be  their  reward. 

The  shipments  of  coke  over  the  West  Virginia  Central  and  Pittsburg 
Railroids  for  the  we^k  ending  October  i  were  3687  tons,  and  for  the  year  to 
that  date  were  177,9+8  tons,  being  an  increase  of  34.656  tons  as  compared  with 
the  same  period  of  last  year. 

The  shipments  of  coal  from  the  mines  of  the  Cumberland  George’s  Creek 
regions  for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  October  i,  were  82,416  tons,  and  the 
total  shipments  for  the  year  up  to  that  date  were  3,076.422  tons,  being  an  in¬ 
crease  of  150,971  tons,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  1897. 

A  dispatch  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  says:  “The  opt'on  given  an  alRged 
English  syndicate  on  the  Jellico,  Coal  Cr.ek  and  other  big  mines  in  the  Cum¬ 
berland  Mountains  expired  yesterday.  So  far  there  has  been  no  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  syndicate  to  close  the  deal,  and  it  is  the  general  opinion  that 
the  matter  is  at  an  end. 

The  shipments  of  coal  from  the  Elk  Garden  and  Upper  Potomac  regions 
of  West  Virginia,  which  are  transported  over  the  West  Virginia  Central  and 
Pittsburg  Railroad,  for  the  week  ending  October  i,  were  33,334  tons,  and  for 
the  year  to  that  date  wr^re  883,676  tons,  being  a  decrease  of  4.638  tons  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

Although  over  12  ooo  000  tons  of  coal  have  been  taken  from  the  "Pittsburg 
seam,”  in  Marion  County,  West  Va.,  since  its  discovery  in  1887,  the  seam  run¬ 
ning  from  eight  to  fourteen  feet  in  thickness,  has  been  uncovered  for  but  a 
trifling  part  of  its  extent.  There  are  thousands  of  acres  through  which  the 
seam  is  known  to  run  that  have  yet  to  be  touched  by  the  miner  s  pick  and 
drill. 

The  regular  shipping  business  of  the  Atlantic  ports  has  been  consic^rably 
hurt  it  is  stated,  by  a  transportation  company  which  comprises  a  fleet  of 
barges  owned  by  two  prominent  New  York  firms.  Baltirnore  shippers  sav 
that  this  company  his  made  an  agreement  with  the  principal  coal  firrns  of 
Norfolk  and  Newport  News  to  deliver  their  coal  at  Eastern  ports  at  a  fixed 
tonnage  which  is  much  lower  than  the  usual  rates  of  the  sailing  vessels  hereto¬ 
fore  engaged  in  the  transportation  of  fuel.  The  rate  is  said  to  be  60  cents  a 
ton  for  coal  delivered  at  any  Eastern  port  from  Norfolk  or  Newport  News. 
Freight  rates  for  coal  sent  to  Boston  from  Baltimore  are  now  80  cents  a  ton. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Middle  Tennessee  Coal  and  Land  Company 
was  held  in  the  Columbia  building,  Louisville,  Ky.,  last  week.  The  property 
consists  of  about  50,000  acres  of  unimproved  coal  and  timber  land  near  the 
Sequatchie  Valley.  At  the  meeting  it  whs  stated  that  two  new  lines  of  rail¬ 
ways  are  being  built  toward  this  terr.tory  and  the  country  roundabout  is  being 
rapidly  developed,  which  was  taken  as  a  very  favorable  repon.  The  follow¬ 
ing  directors  were  elected:  Senator  Benton  McMillen  of  East  Tennessee,  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Sherley,  W.  H.  Dulaney,  N.  F.  Block,  John  A.  Stratton  and  L.  W. 
Botts.  Mr.  Sherley  is  president  and  Mr.  Botts  is  secretary. 

At  Ashland.  Wis.,  hard  coal  is  selling  at  S4.25  per  ton  wholesale  and  $5  25 
@5.50  at  retail.  Hocking  coal  is  quoted  at  $2.25  and  Youghugheny  812.25® 
2.35  per  ton  in  car  loads. 


NEILSON 

RED^ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

DICKSON  &  EDDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Office,  45  Kilby  St„  S.  CRUMB  Agt. 

C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

“AVOCA  ”  (Pittston  District) 

“FRANKLIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 
“LOUISE  ”  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

Moshannon  and  Cumberland  Vein  Bitnminons  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Title  Building.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


xhexdriney  <Sc  jokes  CO., 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL 

OF  THE 


CELEBRATED 
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CONGO  COAL 

Anthracite  and  Smithing  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  No.  35S 

COLUMBUS.  O.  CHICACO,  ILL. 


FRICK 

COKE. 


H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO. 

Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 


Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna 

GENUINE 


Headquarters  for 


CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells- 
fville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing  and 
)  domestic  purposes.  I  3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

\  Direct  Connoctions  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

)  Quotations  Freight  Rates  Pamphlets  o-ivinK  .  fullinformation  promptly  furnished  upon  applloatlon. 
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Harrison  Mining  Maghines-Norwalk  Compressors. 

Best  Combination  for  Mininjsf  Operations. 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years’ 
Service. 


1600 
]flaehiiies 
in  nse. 

i:il5 
sq.  1‘1.  ill 
O  hours. 


1^) 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 

RECORD: 

17  years* 

contina* 

ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
double 
shift. 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY, 


Chicago,  Illinois. 


The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 


ENGINEERS,  FOUNDERS,  MACHINISTS, 

CHICACO,  U.  S.  A. 

DESIGNERS  AND  BUILDERS  OF 

COMPLETE  TIPPLE-HOUSE  EQUIPMENT, 


DOUBLE  REVOLVING  SCREEN. 


inc'uding  Shaking-  and  Revolving  Screens,  Breaker  Rolls, 


WEIGH  BOXES,  PICKING  TABLES  VENTILATING  FANS,  ETC., 


ALSO  MANUFACTURERS  OF 


THE  LUHRIG  PATENT  MACHINERY  for  Wash- 
ing  and  Classifying  Coal,  Electric  Coal  Mining  and 
Haulage  Machinery,  Link-Belt  Elevators  and  Con¬ 
veyors,  l^alleable  Iron  Buckets,  Shafting,  Bearings^ 
Pulleys,  Friction  Clutches,  Rope  Sheaves^  etc.j  etc. 

THE  JEFFREY  CHAiN  CMt  RUTTINC  MACHINERY. 

All  Claims  Based  on  Actual  Results. 


“LINK-BELT”  BREAKER. 


Machinery  fully  covered  by  Guarantees 

The  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter  will  produce  from 
too  percent  to  150  per  cent  more  coal  than  the 
puncher  machines  under  the  same  conditions. 

COMPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 

Electric  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 

Electric  Power  Drills.  Electric  Loiigwall  Machines. 

Air  Power  Drills,  Air  Liongwall  Machines. 

Electric  Shearing  Machines.  Electric  Locomotives. 

Air  Shearing  Machines.  Electric  Pumps. 

Manufacturers  Dynamos  and  Motors.  Compressed  Air  Chain  Coal  Cutter. 


THE  JEFFREY  HFC.  CO.,  ■  Columbiis,  OLio. 
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HI  THB  interest  op  the  OOAL  INDUSim 
tr  THE  BLACK  DtAKCHD  COUPMT 

(INOORPORATXD.) 

OFFICIAL  PAPER  OF  THE  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF 
ILLINOIS  AND  WISCONSIN— Secretary,  F.  E.  Lukens,  Chicago 
III.  THE  MICHICAN  RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCI ATION-Secretary, 
James  T.  Eaman,  Detroit,  Mich.;  THE  WHOLESALE  AND 
RETAIL  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF  OHIO-Secretary, 
W.J. Ferguson,  Dayton,  Ohio;  and  THE  INDIANA  RETAIL  COAL 
ASSOCIATION-Secretary,  A.  C.  Hill,  Kendallville,  Ind. 


JOHN  B.  LUCAS.  - 
Mrs.  H.  a.  BISCHOFF, 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE, 
Yearly  (in  advance), . 

Single  Copies, . 


Editor 
Business  Manager 


$3.00 

.10 


ADVERTISING  RATES— FURNISHED  ON  APPLICATION. 
Address  all  communications  to 
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MARKET  REVffiW. 


A  telegram  from  Buffalo  as  we  go  to  press,  says;  “  lake  freight 
rate  on  coal  has  advanced  to  50  cents,  Chicago.” 

Anthracite  coal  in  a  general  way  in  the  West  is  still  in  favor  of 
the  buyer,  and  especially  is  this  so  on  dock  coal,  but  on  all-rail 
I  shipments  the  feeling  and  prices  are  firmer,  ft  is  reported  that  a 
minimum  price  of  $4  per  gross  ton  was  agreed  njion  last  week  at 
Buffalo  for  all-rail  shipments  to  western  points.  Whether  this  is 
.so  or  not,  it  is  nevertheless  a  fact  that  there  is  a  better  feeling  in 
that  market  as  regards  prices  of  anthracite  for  shipment  to  all¬ 
rail  points.  A  disturbing  factor  in  this  market  and  other  cities 
west  of  Michigan  and  Indiana  is  that  a  quantity  of  coal  has  been 
offered  at  quite  a  reduction  from  the  current  cpiotations.  This 
coal  is  .said  to  he  off-grade  in  quality,  and  to  move  it  ridieiilonslv 
low  figures  have  been  named  to  enable  the  shi])pers  to  sell  and 
distribute  it  among  the  trade.  There  is  still  a  scarcity  of  all-rail 

i  chestnut  coal,  and  some  shippers  are  hundreds  of  car's  behind  on 
orders.  Not  a  few  dealers  in  the  interior  who  were  tardy  in 
placing  orders  have  paid  slight  advances  over  current  quotations 
to  secure  prompt  shipment  of  nut  coal.  (Generally  there  is  a 
slightly  better  movement  of  anthracite  throughout  the  country, 
the  colder  weather  and  the  advance  in  the  season  having  increased 
Ijjl.the  consumptive  demand.  As  noted  elsewhere  some  collieries  in 
j:J  the  anthracite  regions  were  compelled  to  cease  operations  last 
j  week  and  this  week  on  account  of  scarcity  of  cars.  This  shortage 
j  t  in  the  car  supply  has  commenced  earlier  than  n.snal  and  complaint 
j  ^  is  quite  general  that  cars  in  the  East  for  western  shipment  of  coal 
I  is  quite  a  feature.  The  same  obtains  in  some  of  the  coal  regions 
'j  for  eastern  or  tide- water  delivery.  This  feature  in  itself  should 
!  ■  create  a  somewhat  better  tone,  if  not  a  little  strength  to  all-rail  coal. 


Bituminous  coal,  though  without  any  new  feature,  is  in  rather 
better  demand  generally  throughout  the  West,  and  gives  indica¬ 
tions  of  considerable  expansion  before  real  winter  weather  com¬ 
mences  in  good  earnest.  The  chilly,  cold  rain  of  the  past  few 
days  has  created  an  increased  demand  for  domestic  varieties  as 
well  as  for  steam  coal,  and  all  shippers  and  operators  note  that 
orders  from  the  country  trade  outside  of  the  larger  cities  have 
improved,  and  while  it  is  true  that  the  individual  tonnage  has  not 
been  large,  ranging  from  one  car  to  five,  yet  the  aggregate  foots 
up  a  fair  amount.  As  to  be  inferred  commercial  coal  is  in  better 
demand  and  the  outlook  favorable  for  a  steady  increase  in  this  im¬ 
portant  branch  of  the  soft  coal  trade.  All  varieties  of  steam  coal 
have  felt  the  influence  imparted  by  the  colder  weather  and  large 
consumers  have  increased  their  orders.  The  increased  freight 
traffic  has  also  obliged  many  railroads  to  take  more  coal  from  con¬ 
tractors,  so  that  the  tonnage  now  being  supplied  is  slightly  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  the  corresponding  period  ]a.st  year.  Manufacturing  plants 
are  also  increa.sing  their  orders  for  fuel,  which  is  taken  as  an  indi¬ 
cation  that  the  West  is  approaching  the  crest  of  another  wave  of 
industrial  and  commercial  nrosperity.  The  output  from  the 
mines  in  the  AV^est  begins  to  snow  a  marked  increase  in  its  tonnag'e 
and  taken  altogether  operators  have  hut  little  to  ccjinplain  of  in 
that  respect,  though  it  must  he  said  that  prices  are  entirely  out  of 
proportion  and  that  margins  for  profit  are  altogether  too  narrow. 
In  certain  coal  districts  cars  are  still  somewhat  scarce  and  not  a 
little  annoyance  and  delay  has  been  occasioned  by  delayed  ship¬ 
ments. 

Coke  continues  in  moderate  to  fair  demand  for  manufacturing 
purposes,  and  though  prices  have  grown  steadier,  they  are  not  as 
firm  as  they  should  be,  even  on  the  standard  grades.  Crushed  coke 
is  in  very  fair  demand  for  domestic  as  well  as  for  general  use. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  that  the  cutting  of  prices 
is  more  general.  In  this  respect  the  companies  themselves  are 
sinners  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent,  which  was  brought  to  light 
on  comparing'  the  averages  on  the  various  sizes  for  the  month. 
This  has  created  much  clissatisfactiem  and  annoyance  which  may 
take  some  time  to  allay.  The  downward  tendency  of  prices  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  few  weeks  has  caused  demand  to  he  restricted  to  ab¬ 
solute  requirements  which  at  present  are  disproportionate  to  the 
current  output.  Consecpiently  coal  is  accumulating  in  first  hands 
in  such  quantity  as  to  make  the  future  of  the  market  very  uncer¬ 
tain,  'I'he  colder  weather  is  causing  a  material  increase  in  the 
consumption  of  coal,  hut  it  is  liardly  perceptible  in  the  whcfiesale 
department.  In  the  far  East  trade  is  rather  more  active,  hut  prices 
are  badly  demoralized  everywhere  in  that  territory.  The  output 
for  October  will  he  large,  though  the  .shortage  of  cars. may  hold 
the  production  down  to  about  4,500,000  tons.  Line  trade  is  good 
and  absorbing  a  fair  amount  of  coal.  The  seaboard  soft  coal  trade 
is  quiet,  and  while  new  business  is  light  shipments frommine.s  are 
fairly  well  maintained.  Some  consumers  are  steering  an  extra 
quantity  of  fuel,  but  it  is  not  general.  It  is  understood  that  most 
of  the  delivered  contracts  have  been  filled  or  are  fully  covered  by 
season  charters.  Considerable  comment  is  heard  among  the  trade 
in  regard  to  the  chartering  of  inland  lake  barges  by  the  Atlantic 
Transpoi  tation  Co.  for  service  at  tide  water,  as  it  is  reported  that 
very  low  freight  rates  have  alrcad}’  been  made  on  coal  from  the 
lower  ports  to  he  carried  in  these  boats.  A  fair  amount  of  soft 
coal  is  going  to  the  .Sound  and  to  ports  this  side  of  Cape  Cod. 
New  York  harbor  trade  is  in  fair  condition,  as  customers  are  taking 
their  usual  tonnages.  All-rail  business  is  cjniet.  Transjiortation 
from  mines  to  tide  is  not  up  to  the  normal,  and  ear  sn])ply  is 
poor. 

Our  Philadelphia  corresjiondent  reports  the  anthracite  market 
as  rather  unsatisfactory.  It  was  expected  a  large  tonnage  would 
he  placed  during  ( )ctoher,  Init  in  this  the  salesmen  have  been  dis¬ 
appointed,  and  there  is  a  large  amount  of  coal  in  first  hands. 
While  prices  are  very  low,  it  is  not  expected  that  there  will  he  any 
further  downward  movement.  .Soft  coal  is  ([uict  and  llie  move¬ 
ment  generally  lighter. 

.  Buffalo  advices  are  that  anthracite  isipiiet,  awaiting  tl'.e  adv'cnt 
Market  Review  continued  on  paj^e  ^62. 
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S  29  LIBERTY  STREET,  NEW  YORK  CITY.  ^ 

PRICES  F.  O.  B.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPINCt  PORTS. 

October  19,  1898. 

Broken  Egg.  Stove.  Nut 

Companies  P'ree  Burning 


White  Ash .  ^3.65  $i.(p  $4- 15  S3-90 

steam  sizes. 

Pea . $2.oo-$2.5o 

Buckwheat .  1.65-  2.00 

Rice . I  30-  1.45 

AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 

White  ash . $S-00 

Pink  ash .  5-50 

Red  ash .  5-75 


The  anthracite  coal  trade  continues  in  much  the  same  way  as  reported  in 
our  last  issue,  if  anything  the  cutting  in  prices  is  a  little  more  pronounced  and 
the  companies  are  not  now  looking  around  to  find  who  the  guilty  parties  are, 
as  they  recognize  in  comparing  the  averages  for  the  month  on  the  various 
sizes  that  they  are  all  sinners  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  so  far  as  cutting  the 
list  figures  are  concerned.  This  status  has  cast  a  gloom  over  the  trade  and 
everybody  seems  more  or  less  dissatisfied  with  himself,  which  will  take  con¬ 
siderable  cold  weather  to  eradicate.  The  movement  of  coal  during  the 
week  has  been  fairly  large  and  it  is  thought  fully  up  to  the  ship¬ 
ments  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The  trouble  seems  to  be 
chiefly  with  the  prices  obtained.  The  downward  movement  of 

prices  in  the  last  two  weeks  has  kept  the  demand  down 

to  absolute  necessities  which  are  disproportionate  to  the  present  output.  This 
is  causing  coal  to  be  accumulated  in  first  hands  in  such  quantities  as  to  ham¬ 
per  the  market  for  some  time  to  come,  and  may  be  the  means  of  making  ab¬ 
normally  low  prices  for  next  year.  The  only  relief  that  can  be  looked  for  is 
the  advent  of  a  cold  wave  with  staying  power.  The  present  weather  is  caus¬ 
ing  a  material  increase  in  the  consumption  of  coal,  and  is  making  room  for  the 
placing  of  new  cargoes,  but  it  is  hardly  sufficient  to  relieve  the  present  situa¬ 
tion,  with  the  heavy  shipments  being  made.  Prices  have  not  changed  much; 
the  figures  ciuoted  from  $3.50  to  $3.70  f.  o.  b.  New  York  are  a  fair  estimate  of 
the  market,  the  higher  figures  being  for  the  better  grades  of  coal,  and  are 
about  the  maximum.  The  far  East  is  a  little  more  active,  but  the  trade  is  of  a 
demoralized  character.  The  tonnage  for  the  month  will,  in  all  probability,  be 
large,  though  with  the  restrictions  placed  upon  it  by  the  shortage  of  cars,  the 
figures  may  be  held  down  to  about  4,500,000  tons.  One  or  two  of  the  compa¬ 
nies  who  have  a  good  supply  of  cars  on  hand  will  move  a  large  tonnage,  and 
will  possibly  exceed  any  of  their  previous  shipments  for  anyone  month;  but 
the  other  interests  do  not  expect  to  come  to  within  10  to  25  per  cent  of  their 
shipments  for  the  same  month  of  1897  on  account  of  the  dearth  of  cars.  Line 
trade  is  good,  and  is  taking  a  fair  volume  of  coal,  which  helps  the  trade  con¬ 
siderably. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  is  quiet;  there  does  not  seem  to  be  many 
orders  coming  forward  in  the  hands  of  shippers,  although  the  shipment  from 
the  mines  keen  up  fairly  well.  It  is  believed  that  consumers  are  putting  a 
little  extra  coal  in  for  their  winter  stock,  though  we  hear  of  no  abnormal  storage 
of  coal  in  any  direction.  The  usual  aftermath  of  complaints  are  prevalent  at 
the  present  time  where  the  producers  were  unable  in  most  cases  from  some 
instruction  of  the  consumers  to  fill  their  order  that  was  in  hand  before  the 
present  rate  of  ocean  freights  advanced.  The  trade  has  about  settled  down 
to  present  advances  in  ocean  freight  and  has  about  concluded  there  will  hardly 
be  any  falling  off  in  them  of  material  moment.  It  is  believed  that  most  of  the 
delivered  contracts  have  either  been  fully  covered  by  season  charters  yet  to 
be  fulfilled  or  are  practically  closed  up.  There  are  some  few  shoal  water 
port  orders  to  be  shipped,  but  it  is  not  believed  that  they  are  large  in  number 
or  of  a  class  where  coal  can  be  placed  on  them  quickly.  The  gossip  at  the 
trade  this  week  has  concerned  itself  to  a  considsrable  extent  on  the  rumors  of 
the  addition  to  charters  of  lake  barges  by  the  Atlantic  Transport  line,  which 
are  to  be  brought  into  the  tidewatet  trade  by  their  orders  to  build  quite  a  fleet 
to  be  added  to  these  charters  which  will  go  to  make  up  a  large  total  tonnage. 
This  contract  of  vessels  has  been  specified  as  applying  upon  a  particular  con¬ 
tract  to  transport  a  large  tonnage  from  Newport  News,  but  the  theory  has 
been  advanced  that  the  Atlantic  Transport  line  will  be  in  a  very 
strong  position  to  take  outside  trade  at  very  low  figures  and  thereby 
control  the  water  transportation  end  of  the  coal  trade  to  a  certain  extent.  It 
was  understood  that  there  were  some  vessels  building  this  year,  but  with  this 
now  move  in  view  it  is  hardly  expected  that  coastwise  property  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  a  good  investment.  The  trade  in  the  far  East  is  moving  along  quietly. 
Orders  from  that  consuming  territory  are  comparatively  scarce,  and  new  busi¬ 
ness  is  of  a  small  character.  Trade  along  the  Sound  and  this  side  of  Cape 
Cod  is  taking  a  fair  amount  of  coal,  they  apparently  having  about  recovered 
from  the  shock  which  the  sudden  advance  in  ocean  freights  produced,  and 
having  turned  their  affections  to  New  York  Harbor  shipping  ports.  New  York 
Harbor  trade  is  in  a  fair  condition,  the  regular  consumers  taking  about  their 
usual  quotas  of  coal  in  a  quiet  sort  of  a  way.  All-rail  trade  is  quiet  and  small 
in  tonnage.  Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  not  yet  up  to  the  mark, 
though  it  shows  a  fair  improvement  from  what  it  was  a  week  ago.  Car  supply 
is  not  of  the  best,  and  the  usual  embargoes  are  being  enforced.  In  the  coast¬ 
wise  vessel  market  vessels  are  scarce  and  in  demand.  Rates  firm.  We  quote 
current  rates  of  freight  as  follows;  from  Philadelphia  to  Bostcm  and  Salem,  80- 
83;  Providence,  New  Bedford  and  the  Sound,  70;  Wareham  and  Portland,  80; 
Lynn  and  Gardiner,  90-100,  with  towage  to  latter  point;  Newburyport,  90-95; 
Portsmouth  and  Bath  85;  I)over  1 15-125  and  towage;  Saco  loo-iio  and  tow¬ 
age;  Bangor  100-1 10.  The  further  lower  ports  are  from  5  to  10  cents  above 
these  rates. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  $1.60  to 
Si. 75  f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia  Si. 25  to  $1.50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  Si -65  to  $1.75 
on  the  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  Harbor  shipping  port  from  S2. 10  to 
S2.2oon  the  higher  grades,  and  Si  do  to  Si. 75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


PHILADELPHIA. 

October  19,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  is  not  in  as  satisfactory  a  condition  as  the  com¬ 
panies  would  like  to  see  it.  In  past  years  the  month  of  October  has  usually 
been  a  banner  month,  and  much  hope  was  placed  in  it  this  year  in  helping  the 
trade  out  with  a  large  tonnage,  but  up  to  now  there  has  been  little  evidence  of 
this  relief.  Buyers  pretty  generally  are  only  calling  for  immediate  wants. 
There  is  a  fair  movement  of  coal  to  both  Eastern  and  lake  ports.  The  anti¬ 
cipated  early  closure  of  lake  navigation  and  the  possibility  of  the  shoal 
water  ports  freezing  up  has  been  the  reason  of  much  larger  shipments  than 
would  otherwise  have  occurred.  The  coal  moved  in  this  way,  however,  is  in 
most  instances  still  being  held  in  first  hands.  The  somewhat  cooler  weather 
of  the  past  few  days  is  said  to  have  created  quite  a  stirin  the  retail  market,  and 
consumers  are  making  urgent  demand  to  have  their  coal  bins  filled  up,  which  it 
is  thought  will  benefit  the  wholesale  market  in  a  few  days  and  likely  pre¬ 
vent  a  further  downward  movement  in  prices.  There  is  some  talk  going 
round  every  now  and  then  that  an  advance  in  circular  is  likely  to  occur, 
but  this  is  hardly  probable,  as  from  all  we  can  learn  the  various  interests  would 
be  entirely  satisfied  to  hold  the  values  where  they  are  at  present.  At  Boston 
the  prices  were  cut  30  cents  during  the  week,  which  on  a  50-cent  water  freight 
is  e<iual  to  S3. 50  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  While  this  price  is  not  a  fair  estimate  of 
the  market,  yet  all  the  companies  are  making  concessions,  especially  where 
their  regular  business  is  brought  into  competition,  and  the  best  coals  in  these 
instances  can  be  had  at  $4.25  below  bridges  at  Boston.  In  the  local  market 
trade  has  been  somewhat  steadier  and  prices  have  not  fallen  off  as  much  as  in 
the  Eastern  consuming  territories.  Dealers  are  doing  considerably  more  bus¬ 
iness,  and  with  some  seasonable  weather  should  make  the  market  fairly  firm. 
The  tonnage  for  the  month  will  likely.be  large,  unless  the  shortage  of  car  sup¬ 
ply  will  prevent  the  shipments  that  are  calculated  on,  which  from  present  ap¬ 
pearances  may  prove  to  be  the  case. 

The  soft  coal  trade  is  reported  a  little  quieter  than  it  was,  though 
with  some  shoal  water  port  orders  still  to  be  taken  care  of,  and  deliv¬ 
ered  season  contracts  to  be  cleaned,  has  been  about  sufficient  to  keep 
the  mines  going  full  time.  It  is  now  thought  that  the  rush  of  or¬ 
ders  a  few  weeks  ago  was  mostly  due  to  the  efforts  of  consumers 
to  get  their  coal  in  at  the  lower  ocean  freights  then  prevailing,  and  now  that 
coastwise  freights  have  advanced  15-20  cents,  consumers  are  in  no  hurry  to 
place  further  orders,  hiving  enough  coal  on  hand  to  keep  them  going  for  some 
time,  and  are  in  hopes  by  then  to  see  a  decline  in  ocean  freights.  The  opin¬ 
ion  is,  however,  that  ocean  rates  will  show  no  reductions  for  some  time  to 
come,  and  may  continue  at  the  present  figures  throughout  the  season,  unless 
the  fact  that  the  Atlantic  Transportation  Line,  having  chartered  to  put  some 
fifty  barges  in  the  coastwise  business,  may  tend  to  bar  this  market.  The  far 
East  has  fallen  off  in  orders.  Some  business  is  still  looked  for  from  the  shoal 
water  ports,  but  most  of  this  trade  has  been  closed  up  for  the  year.  Ship¬ 
ments  to  the  Sound  are  now  mostly  made  from  the  New  York  Harbor  ship¬ 
ping  ports  owing  to  the  advantages  on  the  lower  water  transportation.  All¬ 
rail  business  continues  slow  and  tonnages  are  small.  Transportation  from 
mines  to  tide  is  improved  from  what  it  was,  though  not  yet  up  to  the  mark. 
Car  supply  is  scarce.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  scarce  and 
in  demand,  with  rates  firm  at  present  quotations.  We  quote  current  rates  of 
freight  from  Philadelphia  to  Boston  and  Salem  80-85;  Sound  ports  70;  Ware- 
ham  and  Portland  80;  Lynn  and  Gardiner  90-100  with  towage  to  latter  port; 
Newburyport  90-95;  Portsmouth  and  Bath  85;  Dover  1 15-125  and  towage;  Saco 
and  Bangor  100-1 10  and  towage  to  former  port. 


DULUTH  AND  SUPEUIDH. 

October  19,  1898. 

There  is  little  change  in  the  coal  situation  since  last  week.  If  anything 
the  difficulty  in  obtaining  vessels  has  strengthened  the  market,  and  unless 
there  should  be  change  in  this  respect,  higher  prices,  both  in  anthracite  and 
bituminous  coal,  may  be  expected.  There  is  a  reported  shortage  in  some 
sizes,  and  more  coal  must  be  brought  up.  Rates  are  advancing  on  the  lakes, 
wheat  today  being  carried  at  2%  cents  per  bushel,  and  ore  is  getting  up  close 
to  the  $1  mark.  With  rates  high  and  advancing,  vessels  prefer  to  come  up 
light  rather  than  take  cargoes  of  soft  coal  and  be  obliged  to  wait  here  for 
unloading. 

The  retail  price  of  hard  coal  in  Duluth  and  West  Superior  is  $5  a  ton  and 
the  wholesale  price  $4.25  a  ton.  Hocking  Valley  coal  sells  at  $2.25  a  ton  whole¬ 
sale  and  Youghiogheny  at  $2.35.  The  difficulty  in  getting  boats  has  strength¬ 
ened  soft  coal  at  these  prices  and  given  the  market  a  much  firmer  tone.  There 
is  no  disposition  now  to  make  concessions  in  order  to  get  business.  All  of  the 
docks  are  very  busy  largely  in  filling  orders  on  sales  made  earlier  in  the  sea¬ 
son.  Little  coal  is  being  made  now  aside  from  that  which  has  already  been 
contracted. 

To  one  who  reads  of  the  shipments  of  coal  up  the  lakes  this  year  and  last, 
it  would  seem  that  there  is  to  be  an  enormous  increase  in  stocks  here  this  year. 
Up  to  October  1  the  receipts  at  Lake  Superior  ports  were  2,550,452  tons.  Up 
to  the  same  time  last  year  they  were  1,145,822  tons,  and  in  the  same  period  in 
1896  they  were  2,045,740  tons.  This  increase  of  1.400,000  over  last  year  looks 
large,  but  the  small  receipts  up  to  that  time  last  year  were  due  to  the  strike, 
and  the  total  at  the  end  of  the  year  will  not  show  much  increase.  The  amount 
of  coal  moved  in  the  last  two  months  of  navigation  last  year  was  enormous. 

The  opening  of  the  Carnegie  road,  the  Pittsburg,  Bessemer  and  Lake  Erie, 
next  year,  and  the  acciuirement  by  President  Hill  of  the  Great  Northern  railway 
of  a  large  interest  in  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  road,  is  considered  by  coal  men 
due  to  presage  a  lively  contest  for  coal  business  next  year.  It  will  be  watched 
with  great  interest  by  every  shipper  at  this  end  of  the  lakes.  It  is  reported 
that  President  Hill  has  made  large  purchases  of  coil  in  the  East  for  his  West¬ 
ern  lines  at  lower  prices  than  he  was  able  to  get  last  spring. 

Increasing  inquiries  for  coal  are  coming  from  mills  and  manufactories  in 
North  Dakota,  where  wood  has  heretofore  been  used.  The  low  railroad  rates 
and  low  prices  for  steam  coal  are  causing  a  new  demand  for  it.  A  new  elec¬ 
tric  light  plant  is  being  built  at  Fargo  and  is  expected  to  be  a  good  consumer 
of  coal. 


No.  17.] 


Xhe  IBlack  Diamond. 
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CHICAGO  MARKET.  | 


The  inclement  and  rainy  weather  of  the  past  few  days,  which  has  been 
very  general  througljout  the  country,  has  brought  with  it  a  somewhat  better 
demand  for  anthracite  coa',  and  indications  generally  pojnt  to  an  increased 
'consumption,  not  only  in  Chicago,  but  in  most  of  the  larger  cities  of  the  West 
That  this  conclusion  is  very  nearly  correct  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
already  some  of  the  larger  dealers  are  feeling  the  market  with  a  view  of 
placing  additional  orders  for  coal  Dealers  in  small  towns  in  the  interior  also 
report  that  farmers  who  used  other  fuel  in  previous  years  are  taking  anthra¬ 
cite  this  season.  From  which  the  natural  deduction  is  drawn  that  consump¬ 
tion  this  season  will  be  greater  than  had  been  anticipated.  Rumors  which  of 
late  have  prevailed  that  offerings  of  coal  in  lots  of  one  to  five  or  six  cars  have 
been  made  at  absurdly  low  prices,  upon  investigation  turn  out  to  be  a  lot  of 
off-grade  old  coal,  but  the  fact  remains  that  it  has  played  the  very  mischief 
with  the  market  generally.  Still  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  condition  of  an¬ 
thracite  is  even  fair  or  steady  as  regards  prices,  largely  on  account  of  lack  of 
harmony  and  unanimity  among  the  producing  companies  and  their  agents. 
Yet  good  and  reputable  grades  are  not  being  sacrificed,  nor  are  they  likely 
to  be.  The  wholesale  price  of  anthracite  ranges  from  $4.35  to  $4.50  for  the 
domestic  sizes  and  there  is  a  fair  tonnage  moving,  though  it  is  mostly  on  old 
orders.  There  is  still  a  notable  scarcity  of  chestnut  and  smaller  sizes.  Retail 
orders  have  improved  and  there  is  quite  a  fair  sprinkling  of  orders  being  filled 
by  dealers,  but  prices  are  easy  at  $5.25@s.5o  according  to  the  amount  and 
length  of  haul.  Though  the  weather  was  very  uninviting.  Peace  Jubilee  week 
brought  a  good  many  out  of  town  dealers  into  the  city,  and  many  of  them  im¬ 
proved  the  occasion  by  placing  orders  for  coal,  bituminous  as  well  as  anthra¬ 
cite. 

There  has  been  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  consumption  of  soft  coal 
and  consequently  a  somewhat  better  demand  in  a  wholesale  way  for  both 
steam  and  domestic  grades.  With  regard  to  the  latter  it  is  now  plainly  evi¬ 
dent  that  if  dealers  want  to  cater  to  the  best  interests  of  their  customers,  and 
incidentally  to  their  own,  they  must  be  abreast  of  the  times  and  handle  those 
coals  which  are  of  uniform  quality  and  carefully  prepared  for  family  use.  Of 
late  years  some  of  the  largest  producers  of  coal  have  made  great  strides  in 
their  methods  of  preparation  of  their  coal  specially  adapted  for  domestic  use, 
with  the  result  that  today  the  fuel  offered  to  the  trade  for  this  purpose  is  far 
superior  to  what  it  was  several  years  ago.  The  sizes  as  now  offered  to  the 
trade  are  nut,  egg,  lump  and  chunks,  and  the  two  former  have  become  quite 
popular  with  both  the  Chicago  dealers  and  those  outside.  The  improved  de¬ 
mand  for  all  the  better  grades  is  quite  noticeable.  Commercial  coal  is  now 
moving  more  freely,  and  nearly  all  of  the  operators  and  jobbers  report  busi¬ 
ness  in  this  branch  very  fair  and  the  outlook  excellent.  Some  shippers  state 
that  their  steam  trade  is  about  as  good  as  they  could  expect  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  but  prices,  as  might  be  supposed,  are  still  dragging  along  the  bottom, 
with  little  prospect  of  any  improvement  in  the  immediate  future  on  account  of 
the  competition  and  great  struggle  for  all  new  business  offering. 

Coke  continues  in  moderate  demand,  and  though  prices  are  steadier  on 
some  kinds,  there  is  still  a  good  deal  of  unevenness— this,  too,  on  some  of  the 
standard  grades.  Inquiry  for  crushed  coke,  for  manufacturing  as  well  as  do¬ 
mestic  purposes,  shows  improvement. 


OMAHA.  NEH. 

Oct.  19th,  1898. 

A  blizzard  in  October  is  an  unusual  occurrence  in  this  latitude,  but  this 
year  all  good  things  are  headed  for  Omaha,  and  the  storm  king  paid  his 
respects  to  the  Omaha  coal  dealers  just  after  President  McKinley  left  for  the 

^^^*The  way  in  which  coal  has  been  moving,  would  please  any  ordinary  coal¬ 
man;  the  storm  found  dealers  well  prepared  for  seasonable  weather,  but  the 
supply  on  hand  was  hardly  sufficient  tor  the  excessive  demand  coming  from 
every  quarter.  Stocks  of  anthracite  were  all  right,  and  it  would  take  several 
such  storms  to  make  any  impression  on  this  grade  of  coal.  Dealers  have  more 
coal  bouo-ht  than  they  themselves  are  willing  to  own  up  to  in  the  face  of  the 
continued  low  market.  If  the  price  had  advanced  to  a  profit  paying  figure 
then  they  would  fess  up,  but  as  the  mrtter  now  stands,  and  they  are  out  the 
use  of  their  own  good  money  and  the  bank’s  good  money,  they  have  very  little 
to  say.  Their  sheds  are  full  of  coal,  and  the  tracks  are  fast  filling  up  with 
loaded  cars,  and  railroad  men  state  that  there  is  more  to  follow,  so  it  looks  as 
though  it  will  require  a  very  severe  winter  to  let  the  boys  out;  ordinary  winter 
weather  will  scarcely  do. 

In  soft  coal  there  is  a  different  story  to  tell.  Sheds  are  empty  and  the 
little  coal  in  mine  agents’  hands  was  taken  up  to  the  very  last  pound.  It  was 
fun  to  see  the  particular  dealer,  the  one  who  always  insists  on  the  very  top 
grades,  looking  for  any  old  coal  just  so  it  was  black,  size  didn’t  matter.  Lump, 
nut  or' slack,  everything  went.  Sales  agents  kept  right  on  doing  business, 
sold  all  the  coal  on  hand,  all  that  was  in  transit  clear  back  to  the  pit  mouth 
and  then  some  more.  The  mines  which  depend  largely  on  this  market  came 
right  to  the  front  and  did  the  best  they  could  to  help  out,  and  now  it  looks  as 
though  the  worst  of  the  trouble  is  over,  the  strain  is  off  and  coal  is  coming  in 
freely  again.  This  little  flurry  of  business  had  a  tendency  to  stiffen  up  prices 
and  a  few  coals  advanced  ten  to  fifteen  cents  per  ton;  the  lines  are  all  up  tight 
and  it  will  be  sometime  before  the  market  drops  into  the  old  rut  again. 


(’ONNELLSVILLK,  I>A. 

Oct.  18,  1898. 

The  Courier  says  "the  coke  trade  in  tne  Connellsville  region  last  week 
showed  signs  of  still  further  improvement  in  demand  and  production.  A 
number  of  ovens  which  had  been  out  of  blast  for  several  months  were  fired 
up  and  the  working  time  also  was  improved  slightly.  There  is  considerable 
talk  in  Pittsburg  and  other  iron  centers  relating  to  higher  prices  for  coke  m 
1890,  and  dealers  are  narrowing  down  on  their  contracts,  while  waiting  to  see 
just  what  the  outcome  will  be.  The  movement  orginally  embraced  only  an 
advance  in  iron,  but  now  higher  prices  on  furnace  coke  have  entered  into  the 
guesswork.  Nothing  definite  has  been  announced,  and  probably  nothing  de¬ 
finite  has  been  decided  upon,  but  even  if  prices  on  coke  do  not  advance,  it  is 
almost  certain  that  a  continuance  of  the  present  activity  in  the  iron  markets 
will  cause  an  upward  movement,  and  this  will  serve  to  strengthen  the  rates 
now  ruling,  which  are  reported  from  the  various  iron  centers  at  $1.50  to  $1.65 
a  ton  for  furnace  coke  and  $1.85  to  $2  for  foundry. 

The  advent  of  fall  and  cooler  weather  has  in  several  cities  increased  the 


call  for  crushed  coke,  especially  in  Chicago,  where  large  <iuantities  are  con¬ 
sumed  annually.  Other  western  cities  are  also  in  the  market  for  this  fuel,  as 
thev  are  farther  removed  from  the  anthracite  beds  than  eastern  cities.  Even 


in  the  cities  of  eastern  Pennsylvania,!  New  York  and  New  Jersey  coke  is  a 
rival  of  anthracite  for  house  heating  purposes.” 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption  are  as  follows: 

To  Pittsburg . $0.55  To  St.  Louis,  Mo . $2.90 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenaugo  Valley . 1.10  ToEastSt.  Louis . 2.25 

To  Cleveland,  O . 1.40  To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

To  Buffalo,  N.  Y . 1.75  To  Joliet,  Ill . '4.25 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 2.10  To  Peoria,  111 . 2.25 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 1.75  To  Baltimore . 1-95 

To  Toledo,  O . 2.05  To  Boston . 3.50 

To  Columbus,  O . 1.45  To  Montreal,  Can . 3.91^ 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . 2.25  To  New  York . 2.94 

To  Louisville,  Ky . 2.75  To  Philadelphia . 2.15 

To  Chicago,  Ill . 2.25 


BOSTON,  MASS. 

October  19,  1898. 

There  has  been  a  slight  improvement  in  the  demand  for  anthracite  this 
week,  bui  not  sufficient  to  enable  the  market  to  escape  the  charge  of  dullness. 
The  low  prices  at  which  the  companies  are  at  present  selling,  interfere  nat¬ 
urally  with  the  operations  of  individuals.  Prices  may  be  quoted  as  follows; 

The  companies’  prices  on  free  burning  white  ash  coals,  net  New  York,  are 
as  follows:  Stove  $3.50®— ;  egg,  $3.25©— ;  free  broken  $3.10®— ;  chestnut, 
$3.25® — .  Individual  operators  sell  I5®20  cents  under  these  prices. 

New  business  in  bituminous  coal  is  quite  as  scarce  as  it  was  last  week,  but 
the  filling  of  old  contracts  helps  to  keep  things  moving.  Prices  remain  steady. 

A  scarcity  of  vessel  tonnage  has  resulted  in  higher  freight  rates  and  quo¬ 
tations  are  reversed  accordingly. 

Rates  are  as  follows;  Prom  New  York,  5o@6oc;  from  Philadelphia, 
8o@85c;  from  Baltimore,  85@90c;  from  Newport  News,  8o@85c,  and  from 
Norfolk,  8o®85c. 

The  approach  of  colder  weather  has  not  the  exhilarating  effect  upon  the 
demand  which  the  trade  think  it  should  have  and  indeed  business  is  as  quiet 
as  at  the  date  of  our  last  report. 


WHEELING,  W.  VA. 

The  past  week  has  brought  few  changes  in  the  coal  and  coke  situation  in 
West  Virginia.  These  changes  have  all  been  for  the  better  and  are  of  a  de¬ 
cidedly  encouraging  character.  The  local  retail  trade  is  growing  steadily 
with  the  approach  of  cold  weather,  and  the  demand  for  more  fuel  for  factory 
and  mill  use  is  increasing  nicely.  There  are  few  idle  miners,  and  at  least  two 
coal  producers  are  advertising  for  more  men. 

The  passage  of  coal  to  the  West  through  this  city  continueg,  but  it  is  not 
as  heavy  as  might  be  wished,  nor  is  it  as  heavy  as  it  was  a  month  ago. 

Over  the  river  in  eastern  Ohio  business  continues  rather  dull,  with  no 
mines  working  anything  near  up  to  cajiacity.  The  demand  is  expected  to 
show  improvement  soon,  und  the  operators  are  banking  somewhat  on  better 
demand  with  the  advent  of  cold  weather. 

The  Fairmont  region  continues  fairly  well  employed  and  the  mines  are 
making  nearly  a  full  output.  Coke  shipments  are  a  little  stronger. 

On  the  West  Virginia  Central  and  in  the  Norfolk  &  Western  region  there 
is  no  change,  unless  it  is  in  the  way  of  a  little  heavier  demand.  Every  mine 
and  every  coke  oven  is  working  full,  and  shipments  are  steady  and  heavy. 

The  river  mines  in  the  Kanawha  \’alley  are  getting  their  boats  pretty  well 
filled,  and  unless  there  is  a  rise  in  the  river  soon  some  of  them  must  shut 
down.  The  rail  shipments  from  the  region  show  no  change. 

In  the  New  River  region  trade  is  steady  but  not  unusually  heavy. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

,^OCTOBER  15,  1898. 

During  the  week  there  have  been  three  arrivals  of  coal  from  Washington 
with  10,300  tons,  two  from  Australia,  4,054  tons,  one  from  British  Columbia, 
4,218  tons,  one  from  Oregon,  400  tons,  total  18,972  tons.  Everything  in  the 
fuel  line  is  moving  along  smoothly;  no  changes  to  note  of  any  moment;  stocks 
on  hand  are  ample  to  fill  all  requirements,  and  prices  remain  the  same.  The 
out-going  transports  take  barely  sufficient  fuel  to  reach  Honolulu,  where  they 
coal  up  for  the  remainder  of  the  voyage  to  Manila;  the  Government  supply  is 
very  large  at  Honolulu,  as  the  purchases  made  by  the  Navy  Department  for 
that  section,  were  on  the  basis  of  a  possible  continuation  of  the  war  for  fully 
twelve  months,  hence  they  are  overstocked  there.  The  Australian  list  is 
gradually  diminishing,  which  is  evidence  of  a  scarcity  of  coal  carriers  in  Colo¬ 
nial  waters;  in  fact,  all  the  transportation  from  that  section  is  being  done  by 
our  Coast  owned  vessels  seeking  to  come  home.  All  the  foreign  vessels  there 
have  been  diverted  to  the  grain  carrying  trade  to  Europe,  as  the  coming  har¬ 
vest  there  indicates  a  surplus  for  shipment  of  over  100,000  tons.  It  is  early  to 
predict  what  our  rainfall  may  prove  to  be  this  coming  season;  the  showers  we 
have  had  to  date,  have  fallen  most  propitiously.  Retailers  have  been  already 
benefited  by  the  late  storms,  as  their  sales  have  been  materially  increased. 


Thk  Black  Diamond. 
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IJUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

October  20,  1808. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  condition  of  the  local  market  for  either  anthra¬ 
cite  or  bituminous  coal.  The  movement  of  bituminous  is  heavy  at  unchanged 
prices.  Anthracite  remains  (|uiet,  awaiting  the  snap  of  really  coal  weather. 
Quotations  are  as  follows: 

For  anthracite  coal,  2,240  pounds,  delivered  free  on  board  of  vessels  at 
Buffalo,  prices  on  May  i  were:  $4.^0  for  grate;  $4.55  for  egg,  stove  and  chest¬ 
nut;  retail  within  the  city  limits,  2,000  pounds,  delivered  May  i,$4.5o  on  grate; 
S4.75  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  and  $4  for  pea.  Blossberg  sells  at  $4. 

For  bituminous  coal,  2,000  pound  car  lots  on  track,  Buffalo,  Allegheny  re¬ 
gion,  screened  lump,  Si-bo;  lump  and  nut  mixed.  Si. 50  run  of  mine,  S1.40;  nut 
and  slack  mixed,  $1.25;  slackSi.15;  Reynoldsville region,  screened  lump,  S1.60; 
lump  and  nut  mixed,  Si. 60;  run  of  mine,  Si-So;  nut  and  slack  mixed.  Si. 30; 
slack,  Si.20.  Pittsburg  region,  screened  lump,  Si-7o;  lump  and  nut  mixed. 
Si. 60;  run  of  mine.  Si. 50;  nut,  Si-5o;  slack,  Si-20.  Fairmont  region,  screened 
lump.  Si. 70;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  S1.60;  run  of  mine,  Si-5o;  slack,  Si.20. 
Mercer  County  region,  screened  lump,  Si-6o;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  $1.50;  run 
of  mine,  S140:  slack,  SmS-  Briar  Hill  region,  screened  lump,  S3.35;  Cannel 
coal.  No.  I.  S4. 

Coke  is  ([uoted  at  S3.IS  for  Reynoldsville  and  S4.05  for  Connellsville  per 
net  ton  in  car  lots  on  tracks. 

Shipments  from  the  Port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  October  15th  ag¬ 
gregated  57,130  tons,  distributed  as  follows:  Chicago  28,400  tons,  Milwaukee 
18,200  tons,  Superior  5,500  tons,  Racine  1,880  tons,  Gladstone  2,800  tons.  Bay 
City  430  tons.  The  movement  shows  a  marked  falling  off,  and  so  far  as  the 
head  of  Lake  Superior  is  concerned  the  falling  off  amounts  almost  to  a  cessa¬ 
tion  of  shipments.  The  indications  are  for  an  equally  small  movement  this 
week. 

Freight  rates  are  as  follows:  Chicago  30c,  Milwaukee  30c,  Toledo,  Su¬ 
perior,  Gladstone,  20c,  Bay  City  25c,  Racine  40c.  The  expected  advance  of 
5  cents  per  ton  to  Lake  Michigan  has  taken  place,  but  in  view  of  the  much 
higher  freight  rates  now  prevailing  for  the  carriage  of  other  commodities  by 
lake,  vessels  are  not  at  all  anxious  for  loads  of  coal  at  the  present  figures.  So 
little  coal  is  going  to  Lake  Superior  that  no  advance  is  expected  at  present  in 
the  coal  rate  to  that  lake,  but  a  further  advance  of  5  cents  per  ton  to  Lake 
Michigan  will  probably  come  within  aweek. 

A  well  posted  authority  gives  the  following  statement  of  the  condition  of 
the  anthracite  trade  so  far  as  lake  shipments  are  concerned.  There  is  little 
coal  pressing  to  go  forward  at  the  present  time,  and  shippers  of  anthracite 
are  anxious  to  make  it  appear  that  they  have  pretty  well  wound  up  the  sea¬ 
son’s  shipments  and  have  sent  forward  by  lake  about  as  much  coal  as  they  re¬ 
quire.  There  is,  however,  a  very  heavy  movement  of  grain  at  present,  and  East¬ 
ern  roads  will  require  all  their  rolling  stock  to  handle  it.  They  will  not  be 
anxious  to  send  cars  west  with  coal.  Western  roads  also  require  all  their  fa¬ 
cilities  to  handle  their  grain  traffic  and  will  use  every  effort  to  keep  their  roll¬ 
ing  stock  in  the  West.  It  is  likely  therefore  that  some  portion  of  the  western 
anthracite  trade  which  is  accustomed  to  receive  its  supply  by  rail,  will  find 
the  lake  mode  of  shipment  cheaper  and  preferable.  There  may  therefore  be 
expected  a  fair  movement  of  coal  in  the  month  of  November  and  to  the  end  of 
navigation. 

Figures  just  printed  show  the  receipts  of  coal  at  Milwaukee  to  October 
first  by  water  as  follows:  Anthracite  516,617  tons,  as  against  330,658  tons  last 
year;  bituminous  508,036  tons  in  1898,  as  against  304,2 17  tons  for  the  corres¬ 
ponding  period  in  1897. 

( IXtTKXATI.  0. 

October  20,  i8g8. 

Trade  is  excellent  here.  Cooler  weather  and  the  probability  of  no  further 
changes  in  the  price  retail  have  combined  to  cause  a  real  rush  of  orders  to 
the  retail  dealers  that  is  most  pleasant.  It  is  no  uncommon  sight  now  to  see  im¬ 
provised  signs  of  the  various  coal  companies  on  the  wagons  of  the  haulers, 
showing  that  all  the  horses  and  wagons  of  the  regular  dealers  are  in  use,  and 
that  outside  teams  are  in  demand.  Prices  have  not  changed.  All  kinds  of 
lump  coal  are  worth  $2.25  a  ton  delivered  to  the  consumer,  and  the  peddler  is 
now  compelled  to  pay  $1.75  a  ton  for  the  coal  he  peddles  out  in  bushel  and 
two  bushel  lots  to  the  people.  Anthracite  is  in  fair  demand  at  former  prices, 
namely,  $5.75  and  $6.00  a  ton  according  to  the  length  of  the  haul.  The  whole¬ 
sale  market  has  been  quite  stiff  all  along,  but  no  coal  has  been  sold  at  a  high¬ 
er  price  than  4^  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  the  river,  although  none  is  offered  at 
less  than  5  cents.  Some  of  the  wholesale  dealers  are  asking  5^4  cents  a  bushel 
afloat  for  their  coal,  but  they  are  a  little  ahead  of  the  market.  Rail  coal  is 
worth  $1.65  to  $1.75  a  ton  on  tracks  here,  and  business  is  pretty  good.  There 
is  still  a  great  scarcity  of  cars,  however,  and  the  rail  business  suffers  some 
from  that  cause.  Pittsburg  coal  can  be  bought  here  on  cars  for  $1.65  a  ton. 
This  coal  is  elevated  from  the  river,  of  course,  and  loaded  on  the  cars.  Nut 
and  slack  is  comparatively  plentiful  at  33^  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  the  river. 
At  this  writing,  there  is  every  prospect  that  all  Kanawha  coal  loaded  will  get  out, 
and  come  to  this  market.  The  completion  of  the  Government  system  of  slack- 
water  navigation  on  the  Great  Kanawha  river  a  few  weeks  ago  permitted  the 
shippers  to  drop  all  their  coal  down  to  Point  Pleasant,  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  and  now  a  swell  in  the  Ohio  river  will  let  it  come  to  Cincinnati.  This  is 
the  first  practical  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  slack-water  system,  and  it  is 
a  very  great  one,  for  the  concerns  which  have  coal  at  I’oint  Pleasant  today 
are  almost  out  of  coal  at  Cincinnati,  and  the  rise  in  the  river  will  permit  them 
to  continue  selling  their  own  brand  of  coal  to  their  customers.  It  is  thought 
that  there  will  be  about  2,000,000  bushels  brought  out  on  the  rise. 


The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  is  experimenting  with  an  80,000  pound 
coal  car  between  Cumberland  and  Baltimore,  where  the  heavy  movement  of 
coal  will  justify  an  increase  in  the  capacity  of  the  cars.  The  cars  now  in  use 
have  50  per  cent  greater  capacity  than  those  used  three  years  ago,  but  wiih 
the  changes  in  the  line  and  the  relaying  of  the  track  with  eighty-five  pound 
steel  rails  and  the  erection  of  modern  steel  bridges,  the  receivers  believe  it  pos¬ 
sible  to  increase  the  car  capacity  to  80,000  pounds. 


DETHOFI’,  3I1CII. 

October  20,  1898. 

There  has  been  little  to  say  regarding  the  Detroit  market  for  several 
weeks,  and  this  is  a  very  flattering  announcement,  when  one  considers  the 
conditions  existing  here  for  the  past  few  years.  During  this  summer,  while 
trade  has  been  quiet,  the  prices  have  been  entirely  satisfactory,  and  now  that 
trade  is  opening  up,  there  is  no  longer  any  doubt  as  to  maintaining  the 
schedule.  For  the  first  time  in  years  the  dealers  have  been  able  to  agree,  and 
the  wisdom  of  this  is  now  fuily  realized. 

Anthracite  trade  has  been  dull,  consumers  seeming  not  to  care  to  order 
this  year  until  they  actually  wanted  the  coal,  but  now  most  of  the  dealers 
have  about  ail  they  can  do,  and  no  complaints  are  heard.  The  fact  that  so  few 
large  orders  have  been  filled  will  make  the  winterbusiness better.  Bituminous 
coal  is  in  fair  demand,  but  there  are  so  many  grades  of  coal  in  this  market 
that  one  needs  a  prepared  list  to  recall  them;  there  are  also  as  many  prices  as 
grades,  which  causes  some  confusion  among  the  consumers.  Farmers  having 
been  prosperous  during  the  past  year  causes  the  general  State  trade  to  be  in  a 
happy  frame  of  mind,  and  people  who  have  been  burning  wood  will  this  year 
use  coal,  the  effect  of  which  is  already  being  felt. 

Current  prices  on  cars  Detroit  are  as  follows: 

Anthracite,  grate  $4.33,  egg,  stove  and  chestnut  $4.55;  bituminous.  Hock¬ 
ing  lump  $2.11,  Jackson  lump  3^2.30,  Massillon  lump$2.30,  West  Va.  lump  $2.30; 
Cannel,  Butts  S3. 55,  Falling  Rock  !if5.oo;  Smithing,  Piedmont  S3. 15,  Lily  S3. 15. 
Coke,  Connellsville  Foundry  S3. 85,  crushed  S4.00. 


Market  Review  continued  from  page  759. 
of  cold  weather.  Bituminous  coal  is  active  and  a  heavy  run  of 
trade  in  progress.  vShi])ments  of  coal  westward  Iw  lake  for  the 
week  ending  October  15,  aggregated  57, 130  tons,  distributed  as 
follows:  Chicago,  28,400  tons;  Milwaukee,  18,200  tons;  Superior, 
5,500  tons;  Gladstone,  2,800  tons;  Racine,  1,800  tons,  and  Bav 
City,  430  tons.  This  is  a  marked  falling  off,  with  indications  of 
an  equally  small  movement  this  week.  Freight  rates  are  higher 
at  30  cents  to  Chieago  and  Milwaukee;  Toledo,  vSuperior  and 
(jladstone,  20  cents;  Bay  City,  25  cents,  and  Racine,  40  cents. 
Further  advances  are  looked  for. 

Our  Omaha  correspondent  reports  that  the  blizzard  made  little 
impression  on  anthracite  stocks,  but  on  bituminous  coal  nearly 
everv’thing  was  cleaned  up.  Sales  agents  sold  every  ton  of  coal  on 
tracks  and  in  transit.  This  little  spurt  caused  coals  to  advance 
ten  to  fifteen  eents  per  ton,  and  the  soft  coal  market  is  quite  firm. 

Cincinnati  advices  are  that  the  coal  trade  is  active,  the  cooler 
weather  and  steadiness  of  prices  combined  have  made  business 
quite  good.  The  wholesale  market  is  quite  stiff  all  along  the  line. 
Cars  are  scarce  and  the  rail  business  stiffens  in  consequence.  It  is 
expected  that  2,000,000  bushels  of  Kanawha  coal  will  be  received 
on  the  present  rise. 

Our  Detroit  correspondent  reports  that  trade  has  been  excel¬ 
lent  with  all  dealers,  and  that  wholesalers  have  been  benefited 
considerably.  These  is  a  scarcity  of  chestnut  coal  and  nearly  all 
dealers  are  short  of  this  size  of  anthracite  coal. 

West  Virginia  advices  are  that  what  changesthere  have  been  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  have  been  for  the  better.  There  are  few  idle  mines 
in  the  coal  regions  there,  and  several  large  jiroducers  are  adver¬ 
tising  for  more  men.  In  the  Fairmont  region  the  mines  are 
working  to  nearly  full  capacity  and  coke  shipments  active.  On 
the  AVest  Virginia  Central  and  Norfolk  N  Western  there  is  a 
heavier  demand  for  both  coal  and  coke — every  mine  and  coke 
plant  is  running  full.  The  river  mines  on  the  Kanawha  have  the 
boats  well  filled,  which  are  expected  to  go  out  on  the  first  rise ; 
rail  shipments  are  steady.  In  the  New  River  district  the  coal 
business  is  fairly  active  and  steady. 

Advices  from  Duluth  and  Superior  are  that  the  difficulty  in 
obtaining  vessels  has  strengthened  the  market,  and  higher  prices 
on  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  may  be  expected.  There  is  a 
shortage  on  some  sizes,  and  more  coal  must  be  brought  up  from 
the  lower  lakes.  With  wheat  at  3  1/4  cents  per  bushel  and  iron 
ore  elose  to  the  dollar  mark  with  advancing  tendency,  vessels 
prefer  to  go  up  light  rather  than  take  cargoes  of  soft  coal  and  wait 
for  unloading.  There  is  no  disposition  to  make  concessions  on 
soft  eoal  anci  the  market  is  firm. 

Receipts  at  Lake  .Superior  this  season  up  to  Oct.  i  were  2,550,- 
452  tons,  against  1,145,822  tons  in  1897,  and  2,045, 740  tons  in 
1896.  A  lively  contest  for  the  coal  carrying  lines  is  expected  next 
year  on  account  of  the  opening  of  the  Carnegie  road.  Mills  and 
factories  in  North  Dakota  are  making  inepuries  for  coal,  which 
have  heretofore  used  wood.  Low  railroad  rates  for  steam  coal  are 
causing  a  new  demand. 


'I'he  Gates  Coal,  Coke  and  Railroad  Co.  has  been  incorporated  by  Frank 
A.  Pearre,  |ohn  W  Kolb,  Geo.  C.  Wedderburn,  N.  H.  Hutton,  Chas.  J.  Wiener, 
William  T.  Gates,  John  Wilson  Brown,  Baltimore,  Md.  Principal  offices  at 
Simpson,  W.  \'a.  Authorized  capital,  5250,000,  of  which  52,800  has  been  sub¬ 
scribed. 
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I  ON  THE  WING.  I 

««eee»««5efieeeeefie«eea«BdH6t»-»i5iites<^o^^ 

Mr.  D.  C.  Thickstur  and  wife,  Cassopolis,  Mich.,  were  in  Chicago  during 


the  Jubilee  festivities. 


* 

He  He 


The  attention  of  coal  operators  and  the  trade  generally  is  called  to  the 
“Want  Column”  on  page  474. 


*  * 


The  Spanish  Government  has  reduced  the  duty  on  coal  and  coke  to  1.50. 
pesetas  (about  26  cents)  per  ton. 


The  Omaha  market  report  on  another  page  is  well  worth  perusal, 
it,  ye  pessimists  and  brace  up. 


Read 


*  » 


Mr.  Horace  Clark,  Jr.,  and  wife  of  Peoria,  Ill.,  were  interested  spectators 
of  the  Peace  Jubilee  parade  at  Chicago,  Oct.  19. 


H« 

H:  ^ 


Mr.  P.  A.  McNay, Lowell,  Ind.,  whois  an  old  pioneer  in  the  coal  trade,  was 
an  interested  visitor  to  Chicago  during  the  Jubilee. 


* 

*  * 


Mr.  O.  J.  Pond  and  wife  spent  a  few  days  in  Chicago  this  week.  Mr.  Pond 
is  traveling  salesman  in  Michigan  for  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co. 

* 

H(  H: 

The  death  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Hathiway  on  Friday,  October  21,  1898,  was  a  sur¬ 
prise  and  somewhat  of  a  shock  to  the  CDal  trade  of  Chicago.  His  obituary 
appears  on  another  page. 

*0.* 

* 

W.  H.  Piper  of  Philadelphia  reports  a  fair  business,  and  while  prices  are 
pretty  low  he  says  they  are  getting  better  figures  on  their  Sonman  coal  than 
are  current  in  the  trade  generally. 

* 

*  * 

A  letter  just  received  from  Bathgate,  North  Dakota,  says:  “There  is  75 
per  cent  of  the  gram  yet  to  thresh  in  this  country,  and  the  present  condition  of 
the  weather  is  against  the  farmers.” 

* 

*  * 

The  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.,  Times  says:  “The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  has 
ordered  all  its  collieries  on  full  time  for  the  remainder  of  the  month.  The  offi¬ 
cials  say  the  mines  may  work  full  time  in  November.” 

H: 

*  * 

Mr.  J.  W.  Clendeunin,  president  of  the  Arcadia  Coal  Co.,  was  killed  on 
Saturday  last  by  a  runaway  hor'^e.  Mr.  Clendennin  was  55  years  old  and  was 
prominently  connected  socially  and  in  a  business  way  in  New  York  City. 

* 

H«  Hs 

The  Chicago  and  Eastern  Illinois  R.  R.  in  connection  with  the  Toledo, 
Peoria  &  Western  R.  R.  has  made  a  joint  coal  tariff  of  $1.60  per  net  ton  from 
Brazil,  Diamond  Coal  Bluffs  and  Caseyville,  Ind.,  to  Canton,  Ill.,  effective 
October  18. 

it: 

He  H« 

New  York  coal  sales  agents  say  that  prices  are  from  35c  to  50c  below  cir¬ 
cular,  and  that  the  most  that  could  be  hoped  would  be  for  a  partial  restora 
tion.  Shipments  of  coal  during  September  were  4,270.000  tons  against  4,072,- 
000  in  September,  1897. 

* 

He  He 

Geo.  G.  Pope  &  Co.,  90  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  send  out  to  the  trade 
and  their  patrons  a  handsome  “Jubilee”  greeting,  “Peace  and  Prosperity,” 
October  18,  1898,  embellished  with  a  typical  angel  holding  a  branch  of  olive 
Quite  apropos  for  the  occasion. 

* 

He  * 

Mr.  R.  T.  Lawther,  who  for  several  months  has  been  superintendent  at 
the  Toltic  mine,  Walcenberg,  Colo.,  has  been  appointed  general  superintend¬ 
ent  of  all  the  mines  of  the  Northern  Coal  Company,  with  headquarters  at  Den¬ 
ver,  and  will  shortly  move  to  that  city. 

* 

He  He 

At  this  writing  every  thing  is  quiet  at  Virdenand  Pana,  Ill.,  where  riot  and 
murderous  shooting  occurred  recently.  There  has  been  some  talk  of  arbitra¬ 
tion,  though  whether  the  time  is  opportune  is  still  a  matter  of  doubt.  The 
coroner’s  jury  has  not  yet  returned  a  verdict. 

* 

He  ♦ 

I.  V.  Barton,  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  Labor  Commissioner  for  West  \'ir- 
ginia,  who  has  just  returned  to  his  home  from  an  official  trip  through  the 
southern  part  of  the  state,  says:  “The  soft  coal  output  exceeds  that  of  last 
year  by  2,000,000  tons,  and  that  22,000  miners  are  employed.” 

it: 

He  * 

The  coal  dealers  of  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  have  now  on  hand  the  greater  share 
of  their  coal  stock  for  the  winter.  Many  have  all  their  hard  coal  on  their 
docks,  and  are  now  closing  up  their  shipments  of  soft  coal.  The  amount  will 
probably  be  a  little  more  than  was  received  at  that  place  last  fall. 


Mr.  Sambrith  of  the  International  Coal  Mining  Co.,whodoesa  considerable 
export  trade,  says  that  this  business  to  Cuba  is  very  much  demoralized  since 
the  war  owing  to  the  (luantity  of  coal  that  is  being  rushed  there  in  anticipation  , 
of  a  large  and  ready  market,  while  the  actual  demand  is  very  small. 


* 

*  * 


The  navy  departmeit  has,  through  Capt.  Goodrich,  established  a  coaling 
station  at  Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba.  This  will  save  the  government  considera¬ 
ble  expense  for  demurrage  charges  on  the  schooners  and  private  colliers  car¬ 
rying  coal  to  the  U.  S.  war  vessels  cruising  off  the  south  coast  of  the  island. 


H: 

He  H« 


Our  San  Francisco.  Cal,  correspondent  writes  us:  “A  void  not  easily  filled 
has  been  created  this  week  among  the  wholesale  dealers,  by  the  death  of  Cava¬ 
lier  H.  Jouett,  a  most  estimable  young  man,  whose  fidelity  and  integrity  as 
manager  of  Messrs.  R.  Dunsmuir’s  Sons  business  for  over  20  years  were  exem¬ 
plary.” 

* 

*  H« 

Mr.  W.  J.  Nicolls,  formerly  president  of|Nicolls  &  Co.,  is  now  handling 
the  coals  of  that  concern  under  his  own  name.  Mr.  Nicolls  has  a  finely  ap¬ 
pointed  suite  of  offices  in  the  Betz  building,  Philadelphia,  where  with  such 
coal  as  the  Irvona  &  Shaner  he  is  particularly  well  situated  to  do  a  large 
business. 

*  * 

Mr.  F.  N.  Pease,  Marquette  building,  Chicago,  returned  on  Tuesday,  this 
week,  from  a  hunting  trip  at  Minnewaukau,  near  Fort  Totten,  North  Dakota 
where  he  and  party  of  eighteen  made  havoc  with  the  small  game  to  the 
tune  of  1,500  head  jack  rabbits,  geese,  ducks,  etc.  Being  all  prairie  there  is  no 
deer/  in  that  country. 

He  H« 

The  attention  of  the  trade  is  called  to  the  Sunday  Creek  (No.  12)  Hocking 
advertisement  of  the  Turney  &  Jones  Company,  Chicago,  on  the  first  page. 
This  particular  coal  has  been  in  the  market  but  a  few  months.  Its  general 
excellency  has,  however,  created  such  a  demand  that  its  leading  position  in 
the  market  is  assured. 

* 

He  He 

The  Burlington  officials  report  an  excellent  business  both  in  passenger 
and  freight  departments.  On  the  day  that  President  McKinley  was  in  Omaha 
the  passenger  earnings  of  the  road  exceeded  the  freight  earnings,  making  up 
nearly  65  per  cent  of  the  total  earnings.  Prospects  for  a  continuance  of  this 
heavy  business  are  said  to  be  excellent. 

H« 

H«  H« 

Mr.  Chas.  F.  Evans,  president  of  the  Hamburg  Coal  Co.,  was  in  Chicago 
attending  Jubilee  exercisesand  incidentally  looking  afterthe  interest  of  Sunday 
Creek  No.  12  Hocking,  Mr.  Evans  being  the  producer.  He  states  that  the 
mine  now  his  a  capacity  of  twenty-five  cars  per  day.  This  product  is  handled 
through  The  Turney  &  Jones  Co.,  who  report  a  very  greatly  increased  demand . 

H< 

:k  Jc 

The  firm  of  Nicolls  &  Company,  of  Philadelphia,  went  out  of  business 
on  October  i.  Mr  .J.  O.  Nicolls,  who  was  the  general  manager  of  this  concern,  is 
now  general  sales  agent  of  the  Vinton  Colliery  Company,  with  offices  at  the 
same  old  s  tand  in  the  Hale.building.  Mr.  Nicolls,  who  is  well  known  to  the 
trade,  will  undoubtedly  bring  the  Vinton  coal  more  prominently  before  the 
trade. 

*  L. 

tf-  * 

In  the  Sangamon  Circuit  Court,  Springfield,  III.,  this  week,  was  begun  the 
trial  of  the  case  of  the  People  against  the  Springfield  Coal  Association,  the 
companies,  ten  in  number,  being  charged  with  conspiracy  to  defraud,  it  being 
alleged  that  they  had  formed  an  association  to  raise  the  price  of  coal  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  anti-trust  laws  of  the  state.  A  jury  has  been  impaneled  to  try  the 
case. 

*  * 

Mr.  Thomas  James  Hudson,  Jr.,  was  married  to  Miss  Edyth  X’irginia, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  A.  Bingham,  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s  par¬ 
ents,  5132  Kimbark  Avenue,  Chicago,  October  17,  1898.  After  the  reception 
the  bride  and  groom  left  for  a  trip  to  the  east,  and  upon  their  return  will  re¬ 
side  in  Buena  Park.  The  coal  trade  extends  hearty  congratulations  to  Mr. 
Hudson,  who  is  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  New  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  Chicago. 

*  * 

Our  Philadelphia  correspondent  writes  that  “one  of  the  most  important 
tours  in  connection  with  the  interests  of  the  Girard  estate  was  undertaken 
last  week  from  that  city,  for  the  p.-rpose  of  inspecting  the  Girard  lands  in 
Schuylkill  and  Columbia  couities.  Many  prominent  Philadelphians  as 
well  as  coal  operators  were  in  the  party;  General  I.  J.  Wistar,  president  of  the 
Susiiuehanna  Coal  Co.  and  others,  and  at  Hazleton  the  following  gentlemen 
joined  the  tourists:  William  11.  Lewis,  Israel  W.  .Morris,  W.  A.  Lathrop,  and. 
Lewis  A.  Riley.  One  of  the  objects  of  the  trip  is  to  keep  those  who  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  management  of  the  estate  in  touch  with  the  property.  Anothe 
object  of  the  inspection,  which  practically  begins  today,  is  to  secure  the  re¬ 
newals  of  the  leases  on  all  of  the  collieries  owned  by  the  estate  for  a  term  of 
fifteen  years.  These  leases  all  expire  January  1. 


to  4 


The  Black  Diamond. 


[October  22 


A  Spokane,  Wash.,  correspondent  writes  to  a  Chicago  coal  operator:  'I  he 
wonderful  ability  displayed  by  James  J.  Hill,  president  of  the  (ireat  Northern 
K.R.,  in  economically  moving  such  enormous  amounts  of  freight  with  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  power  will  ultimately  be  the  means  of  giving  the  northwest  very  much 
reduced  freight  rates,  and  will  undoubtedly  lead  to  the  development  of  the 
coal  lands  on  some  of  the  lateral  lines  already  projected. 

♦ 

3^  * 

The  Commercial  Club,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  is  testing  the  merits  of  lignite  coal 
to  which  some  composition  is  added,  and  is  then  made  into  briquettes.  The 
inventors  are  Alex.  Menke  and  Hermann  Wolff,  of  New  York.  I  he  experi¬ 
mental  trial  at  the  club  is  said  to  have  been  a  success,  as  the  result  was  a 
good  heat,  no  smoke  or  smell,  little  ash  and  no  clinker.  The  inventors  claim 
a  ton  of  it  is  equal  to  a  ton  of  anthracite  coal,  and  that  it  can  be  prejrared  at  a 
cost  of  about  $1.95  per  ton. 

*  * 

Consul  (k)ding  at  Newcastle,  Eng.,  furnishes  a  report  to  the  government 
which  shows  a  steady  decrease  in  the  amount  of  export  of  coal  from  that  port, 
due,  it  is  believed,  to  the  increase  of  the  export  of  Americal  coal.  There  are 
many  countries,  notably  in  South  America,  where  Newcastle  coal  has  had 
hitherto  a  monopoly,  but  where  American  coal  now  is  an  important  factor.  It 
has  been  found  to  be  a  difficult  matter  to  convince  the  people  of  these  coun¬ 
tries  that  there  is  as  good  coal  mined  in  America  as  anywhere  in  the  world 
and  that  it  can  be  sold  as  cheaply,  but  the  efforts  of  American  operators  are 
bearing  fruit. 

* 

*  * 

The  Boston  Advertiser,  October  19,  says:  "Should  the  D.  L.  &  W.  come 
out  with  a  definite  announcement  favoring  an  advance  in  anthracite  coal 
prices,  the  present  depressing  situation  would  be  much  improved.  It  is 
understood  that  the  road  does  favor  an  advance.  The  interior  stock  of  coal 
is  not  large,  but  the  shortage  in  cars  makes  some  of  it  unavailable.  The  an¬ 
ticipated  early  closing  of  lake  navigation  is  stimulating  the  trade  in  that  direc¬ 
tion.  The  price-cutting  has  been  general,  but  what  seems  to  create  the  most 
disturbance  is  the  prospect  of  the  Anthracite  Coal  Operators’  Association  put¬ 
ting  through  the  proposed  road  from  Scranton  to  New  York.” 

*  * 

Japan’s  coal  production  amounts  now  to  about  3,030,030  tons  per  year,  of 
which  one-half  is  consumed  in  the  country  itself.  The  other  half  is  shipped 
to  Hong  Kong,  Shanghai,  Chefu,  Nan-Schuang,  Singapore  and  San  Francisco. 
About  600,000  tons  of  Japanese  coal  are  shipped  annually  to  Hong  Kong, 
where  it  finds  a  sale  among  the  shipping  trade  and  the  industrial  works.  How 
important  has  become  Japan’s  coal  output  in  recent  years  may  be  gathered 
from  the  fact  that  in  1873  the  total  production  of  coal  in  Japan  amounted  to 
only  560,000  tons,  while  in  1895  output  was  3,307,000  tons.  The  only  coal 
which  competes  in  Hong  Kong  with  the  Japanese  is  that  from  Tonkin  and 
Australia. 

* 

*  * 

Elaborate  experiments  are  now  being  made  in  the  production  of  coke  from 
the  coal  mined  in  southern  Missouri,  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Territory  along 
the  line  of  the  Port  Arthur  route.  They  are  being  made  by  a  coke  expert, 
who  was  brought  from  the  East  for  that  purpose,  and  the  experiments  will  be 
continued  until  the  results  are  clearly  established.  The  Port  Arthur  manage¬ 
ment  is  convinced  that  the  coal  along  its  line  will  produce  a  superior  quality 
of  coke,  and  when  that  fact  is  once  established  the  manufacture  of  coke  will 
be  developed  very  largely,  audit  is  claimed  that  some  important  industries 
will  also  be  established  there  where  the  supply  of  coke  for  manufacturing  pur¬ 
poses  is  so  convenient. 

*** 

A  new  anthracite  coal  field  is  about  to  be  developed  near  the  summit  ot 
the  Andes  mountains  in  Peru.  A  concession  for  this  mining  district  was 
granted  to  Mr.  C.  B.  Jones  in  1892,  to  run  twenty  years,  covering  a  section  of 
land  one  hundred  miles  long.  Engineers  have  already  been  sent  from  the 
I 'nited  States  to  Peru  to  makeasurvey  for  constructing  a  railway  from  the 
mine  to  the  coast.  The  company  is  backed  by  $20,000,000  capital  and  has  the 
exclusive  right  to  mine  coal.  According  to  G.  Clinton  Gardner,  formerly 
superintendent  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  the  supply  of  coal  is  already  in¬ 
exhaustible;  10,003,000  tons  are  within  easy  reach.  Mr.  Gardner  estimates  that 
2,000,000  tons  can  be  mined  yearly,  and  delivered  to  the  port  at  a  cost  of  -$2 
gold  per  ton. 

* 

•k 

A  suit  for  $500,000  for  breach  of  contract  has  been  brought  in  the  United 
States  Circuit  Court  by  James  R.  Watt  against  Walter  Weston  and  Alfred  J. 
Weston.  Watts  is  a  wholesale  coal  dealer  in  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  and  the  West¬ 
ons  are  wealthy  residents  of  Yonkers.  The  Westons  made  an  agreement 
with  the  Primrose  Coal  Company  to  handle  their  entire  output  of  coal  from 
mines  near  Mahony  City,  Pa.  When  the  firm  of  Caldwell,  Weston  &  Co.,  of 
which  the  Westons  were  members,  was  succeeded  by  James  P.  Watts  &  Co., 
the  Westons  guaranteed  that  the  coal  company  should  carry  out  the  contract. 
The  coal  company  after  a  few  months  refused  to  ship  the  coal  through  Watts 
&  Co.,  and  sent  it  out  by  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company. 


C.  G.  Denison  &  Son,  shippers  of  coal, Corning,  N.  Y.,  whose  handsome 
colored  insert  appears  in  this  issue,  have  removed  their  main  office  from  that 
city  to  suite  47-48  Dun  building,  Buffalo,  where  they  will  be  pleased  to  have 
their  Western  correspondence  addressed  in  the  future.  This  enterprising  com¬ 
pany  is  making  an  agressive  move  to  obtain  a  share  of  business  in  the  West¬ 
ern  states,  and  offers  anthracite  coal  of  the  best  grades,  carefully  selected  and 
prepared  for  that  market;  also  Morris  Run  and  Blossburg  Smithing  coal, 
which  have  been  “standard”  for  years. 


♦ 

*  ♦ 


The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  is  experimenting  wich  an  80,000  pound 
coal  car  between  Cumberland  and  Baltimore,  where  the  heavy  movement  of 
coal  will  justify  an  increase  in  the  capacity  of  the  cars.  The  present  cars  now 
in  use  have  50  per  cent,  greater  capacity  than  those  used  three  years  ago,  but 
with  t^e  changes  in  the  line  and  the  relaying  ot  the  track  with  85-pound  steel 
and  the  erection  of  modern  steel  bridges,  the  receivers  believe  it  possible  to 
increase  the  car  capacity  to  80,000  pounds.  Plans  are  also  being  made  at  the 
Mount  Clare  locomotive  shops  for  locomotives  to  weigh  between  225,000  and 
230,000  pounds,  the  cylinders  to  be  23x30  inches,  and  the  rest  of  the  engine  in 
proportion.  If  this  engine  is  built  it  will  be  used  on  the  heavy  grades  between 
Cumberland  and  Grafton. 


* 

*  * 


Andrew  Roy,  the  Ohio  mining  expert,  writes  us  touching  his  recent  visit  to 
the  mines  of  S.  W.  LittJ^  Coal  Company,  of  Evansville,  Ind.,  as  follows 
"During  a  recent  trip  to  the  coal  fields  of  Indiana,  the  writer  visited  the  mines 
of  the  S.  W.  Little  Coal  Company  near  Evansville,  and  went  through  the 
underground  workings  in  company  with  Messrs.  S.  W.  Little  and  Andrew 
Dodds,  the  former  the  president  and  the  latter  the  mine  superintendent.  The 
vein  is  7  feet  in  thickness  of  very  desirable  coal,  th;  mine  was  dry,  the  track 
in  good  order  and  an  abundant  supply  of  fresh  air  was  forced  through  the 
mine  by  a  large  fan,  which  made  the  visit  one  of  real  pleasure.  A  most  inter¬ 
esting  feature  of  this  underground  tour  was  the  vast  number  of  ‘bell  mounds’ 
in  the  roof;  many  had  fallen  out,  leaving  hollows  on  the  roof  resembling  series 
of  inverted  basins.  Some  of  these  ‘bell  mounds’  were  4  to  5  feet  in  diameter. 
Several  casts  of  trees  of  great  size  were  seen,  which  would  have  filled  a  geolo¬ 
gist  with  unalloyed  pleasure.  Mr.  Little  is  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school, 
kind  and  obliging,  and  willing  to  live  and  let  live.  Everything  in  and  about 
the  mines  indicated  care  and  thrift.  The  miners  were  men  of  good  intelli¬ 
gence  and  lived  in  comfortable  cottages.  A  curious  features  of  the  mines  on 
both  sides  of  the  Ohio  river  was  the  number  of  negroes  in  the  Kentucky  mines^ 
the  superintendents  evidently  pre''erring  them  to  white  miners;  while  on  the 
Indiana  side  the  superintendents  preferred  white  miners  and  looked  upon  the 
negroasan  unreliablequantity, and  like  the  Irishman’s  flea,  ‘when  you  put  your 
finger  on  him  he  wasn’t  there.’  ” 


OBITUARY. 


DEATH  OF  J.  L.  HATHAWAY,  CHICAGO. 

Josiah  Locke  Hathaway  died  on  Friday,  October  21,  1898,  aged  62  years. 

The  news  of  the  death  of  another  pioneer  among  the  coal  trade  of  Chicago, 
which  was  circulated  on  the  streets  yesterday  afternoon,  occasioned  much 
surprise,  regret  and  sorrow,  and  it  was  hard  to  realize  that  the 
news  was  true  as  not  many  of  his  confreres  knew  how  serious  his 
illness  was.  Mr.  Hathaway  was  one  of  the  oldest,  if  not  the 
‘dean”  of  the  coal  trade  in  Chicago,  having  been  identified  with 
anthracite  interests  only  a  little  less  time  than  the  late  Robert  Law.  He  was  a 
most  practical  as  well  as  a  most  prominent  member  of  Chicago’s  great  coal 
fraternity,  with  many  strong  and  noble  qualities  which  characterize  the  useful 
and  helpful  citizen  and  businessman.  Mr.  Hathaway’s  capacity  for  business 
was  large,  which,  combined  with  his  business  integrity  and  strong  strain  of  mo- 
ra’ity,  endeared  him  to  the  business  world  with  which  he  was  brought  into 
contact.  His  public  spirit,  excellent  judgment,  and  conservative  and  wise 
counsel  were  everywhere  recognized  and  admired  by  his  many  friends.  He  was 
ever  ready  to  lend  a  helpful  hand,  and  to  give  a  sympathizing  word  at  the 
right  time  when  required.  A  quiet,  unostentatious,  non-assertive  and  courteous 
manner  were  notable  features,  and  yet,  withal,  he  wasgenial  and  a  most  compan¬ 
ionable  friend.  One  trait  peculiarly  interesting  and  characteristic  of  the  man  was 
h's  tenderly  helpful  manner,  deeds  as  well  as  words,  to  young  men  just  starting 
out  in  life.  His  employees  were  always  treated  most  kindly  and  their  interests 
were  one  of  his  first  considerations.  All  in  all,  Mr.  Hathaway,  was  one  of 
those  men  who  will  be  always  kindly  regarded  and  thought  of  by  his  friends 
and  associates  who  greatly  deplore  his  decease.  Mr.  Hathaway  was  born  in 
Skowhegan,  Maine,  came  west  to  Chicago  in  i860,  and  started  in  the  coal 
business  in  1864,  in  which  he  was  engaged  up  to  the  time  of  h’S  decease.  In 
1882  he  was  married  to  Carrie  B.  Furman,  by  whom  he  had  no  issue.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife.  The  funeral  is  appointed  for  Tuesday,  October  25th, 
from  his  late  residence. 


Thb  Black:  Diamond 
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ASSOCIATIOIM  NOTES. 


Membership  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and 


Wisconsin . . . 37  5 

New  Members: 

Waime  Coume  Lumber  Co.,\Vaime-  Geo.  W.  Furbeck,  Oak  Park,  Ill. 
town,  Wis.  2 

Total,  377 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ Association  of  Ohio.  579 

Membership  of  the  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Association  177 

Membership  of  the  Indiana  Coal  Association  , .  83 


In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manifested  in  tne  seve  a. 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  is  the 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 
interest  them. 

The  open  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Illinois,  on  Tuesday,  October  i8,  was  fairly  well  attended  by  mem¬ 
bers. 

*  * 

The  treasurer's  report  showed  receipts,  from  July  20th  to  October  i8th,  of 
$4ig.84;  disbursements,  S247.75:  balance  on  hand,  S172.09. 

* 

A  full  and  complete  list  of  claims,  together  with  disposition  of  same,  will 
be  published  in  circular  form  and  mailed  to  every  member  very  shortly,  or  as 
soon  as  the  list  can  be  compiled. 

*  4: 

The  meeting  showed  that  the  officers  were  all  working  hard  for  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  retail  dealer,  and  if  the  retail  dealer  shows  as  much  interest  as  the 
officers,  a  great  deal  of  scalping  will  soon  be  stopped. 

*  * 

Among  those  present  who  registered  were; — C.  Andres,  Tinley  Park,  Ill.; 
Walter  &  Franzen,  Shermerville.  Ill.;  R.  L.  Porter,  Mukwonago,  Wis.;  W. 
H.  Simpson,  Milwaukee,  Wis.;  Harley  Williams,  Williams  Bay,  Wis.;  S.  Davis, 
Herbert,  Ill.,  J.  E.  Sutherland,  Chicago;  Geo.  E.  Sutton,  Geo.  G.  Pope,  M  xr- 
quette  &  Third  Vein  Coal  Co.;  'Thos.  N.  Mordue  of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt, 
N.  Birkland  of  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  C.  L.  Dering,  all  of  Chicago; 
F.  M.  Durkee,  Lake  Geneva,  Wis.;  C.  M.  Cutting,  Lake  Forest,  Ill.; T.  A  B  d 
well  of  Rockford,  Ill.;  Sanborn  &  Shaw  of  Cherry  \’alley.  III.;  Mann  & 
Thompson  of  Freeport,  Ill.;  Alex  Robertson  of  Highland  Park,  Ill.;  George 
Boger  of  Hinsdale,  Ill.;  Mr.  Keeler  of  Beloit,  Wis.;  R.  C.  Brown  of  Oshkosh, 
Wis.;  John  B.  Lucas,  editor  The  Black  Diamond. 


THE  REASON  WHY 


The  Spaniard  and  Americans 
Were  fighting  on  the  sea. 

The  cause  of  all  this  trouble  was 
The  Cubans’  liberty. 

The  Yankee  said,  “We’ll  free  them  yet,” 

The  Spaniards,  “We’ll  just  seel” 

And  so  they  fought  and  fought  and  fought. 

While  days  and  months  flew  past; 

And  as  the  Spaniards  viewed  results 
They  felt  it  could  not  last. 

For  many  of  their  ships  went  down— 

The  Yanks  were  gaining  fast. 

Well,  many  a  solemn  mass  was  said 
For  departed  Spanish  souls — 

And  I  suppose  you  know  the  end — 

The  Yankees  reached  their  goal. 

And  the  reason  was  that  all  their  ships 
Burned  “Pocahontas  coal.” 

September,  1898.  Anna  Ella  Holbrook,  14  years  old. 


The  school  board  of  Dallas,  Texas,  have  let  the  contract  to  supply  the 
schools  with  coal  at  $3.75  per  ton.  The  contract  calls  for  McAlester  coal. 

Mexico  buys  about  $!0D,030  worth  of  coal  and  coke  from  the  United  States 
every  month,  and  a  fair  proportion  of  it  is  furnished  by  the  Southern  states. 

A  new  corporation  is  the  Marquet  Coal  Co.,  principal  office.  New  Cumber¬ 
land,  W.  \'a.  Capital  subscribed,  $30,000;  amount  paid  in,  $3,000;  capital 
authorized,  $50,000. 

.  American  coal  seems  to  be  in  demand  in  South  America.  The  steamer 

I  Specialist  cleared  last  week  from  Baltimore,  Md.,  for  Puenta  Arenas,  Chili, 
j  with  3,450  tons  of  coal. 

A  new  outlet  to  the  coal  and  iron  of  Alabama  at  Savannah  is  promised. 
The  Georgia  and  Alabama  Railway  Company  is  about  to  spend  between 
,  ^  $1,000,000  and  $2,000,000  on  terminal  facilities  there.  Hitherto  it  has  been 

I  ^  obliged  to  make  terms  with  a  rival  in  Savannah  for  such  conveniences,  but 

1  a.  now  means  to  have  its  own  wharves  and  tracks.  It  will  then  be  possible  to  re- 

'  duce  the  freight  rates  between  Birmingham  and  the  seaboard.  This  company 

has  the  shortest  line  between  the  two  cities,  and  ought  to  get  a  good  share  of 
1  the  traffic,  even  if  it  does  not  secure  a  monopoly. 
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THE  (OAL  TRADE  DE  BRAZIL. 


Importations  of  coal  from  Great  Britain  into  Brazil  during  the  year  ending 
1897,  1,046,075  tons. 

Importations  of  coal  from  the  United  States  into  Brazil  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  1897,  16.075  tons. 

Distance  from  Cardiff  to  Rio  Janeiro,  approximately  5,000  miles.  Dis¬ 
tance  from  Atlantic  ports  to  Rio  Janeiro,  approximately  5,000  miles. 

First  cost  of  steam  coal  f.  o.  b.  at  Cardiff  from  $3,65  to  $5.15.  First  cost 
of  American  steam  coal  f.  o.  b.  at  Philadelphia,  $2.00.  Freight  rate  from 
Cardiff  to  Rio  Janeiro,  $4.50.  Freight  rate  from  Philadelphia  to  Rio  Janeiro, 
?4.i5- 

These  figures  sufficiently  outline  the  relations  in  which  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  stand  with  respect  to  the  coal  trade  of  Brazil.  They  also 
suggest,  unmistakably,  that  either  American  coal  handlers  have  enough  to 
occupy  them  at  home  without  seeking  foreign  markets,  or,  still  desirous  of  sell¬ 
ing  coal  in  competition  with  England,  are  handicappd  by  obstacles  they  can¬ 
not  surmount. 

With  the  enormous  production  of  coal  in  the  United  States  the  assumption 
may  be  set  aside  that  American  exporters  were,  and  are,  indifferent  to  the 
markets  that  are  open  to  them  conjointly  with  other  countries.  But  when  it 
comes  to  considering  whether  British  exporters  of  coal  enjoy  facilities  that  are 
denied  Americans,  reasons  are  found  which  in  a  measure  explain  England’s 
supremacy  in  the  Brazilian  market. 

Herein  is  afforded  an  illustration  of  the  oft  used  commercial  axiom  that 
“trade  follows  the  flag.”  The  British  interests  in  Brazil  are  very  heavy; 
British  capital  is  invested  to  enormous  amounts  in  Brazilian  railroads,  indus¬ 
tries,  and  agricultural  operations,  and  one-half  of  the  tonnage  entering  Brazil¬ 
ian  ports  is  carried  in  British  bottoms.  It  can  be  very  well  understood  then 
how  England’s  interests  in  Brazil  are  not  forgetful  of  English  interests  at 
home;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  British  coal  has  been  firmly  established 
in  the  Brazilian  market  for  years;  that  engineers  and  firemen  both  on  land  and 
sea  are  familiar  with  it  to  the  exclusion  of  othercoals  and  therefore  are  loath 
to  change,  and  that  there  are  British  banks  in  the  chief  Brazilian  cities  ever 
ready  to  accommodate  British  traders,  some  explanation  is  afforded  for  the 
supremacy  of  British  coal  in  Brazil. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  well  within  the  mark  to  say  the  chief  disabilities  under 
which  American  exporters  seeking  business  in  Brazilian  (and  other  South 
American)  markets  labor  are  lack  of  banking  facilities,  direct  representation 
in  the  markets,  and  the  absence  of  transportation  through  distinctively  Amer¬ 
ican  agencies.  Great  Britain  possesses  all  these  advantages,  as  we  have 
shown.  During  1897,  125  sailers  and  114  steamers,  239  vessels  in  all,  of  1,028,- 
229  tonnage,  flying  the  British  flag,  entered  the  port  of  Rio  against  55  sailers 
and  I  steamer,  56  vessels  altogether  of  40,399  tonnage  flying  the  stars  and 
stripes.  The  dependence  that  American  exporters  have  to  place  on  British 
ship  owners  places  them  under  greater  disadvantages  than  the  other  causes 
assigned. 

'Phe  ultimate  determination  to  establish  a  direct  line  of  communication 
under  distinctly  American  auspices  between  Atlantic  and  Brazilian  ports, 
which  has  been  under  consideration  for  some  time,  may  depend  very  largely 
on  whether  Americans  secure  the  contract  for  the  supply  of  the  120,000  tons  of 
first  quality  coal  for  the  Brazilian  Central  Railroad,  tenders  for  which  have 
been  called  for.  The  specifications  of  the  recjuirements  of  this  contract  have 
been  published.  Originally  the  advertisement  called  exclusively  for  Cardiff 
coal, but  our  Consul-General  at  Rio  succeeded  in  having  the  wording  changed 
to  read  “Cardiff  or  of  equal  quality.”  The  proposals  for  the  supply  will  be 
received  at  the  office  of  the  Directory  of  the  Central  Railroad  of  Brazil  on  Oc¬ 
tober  31  next. 

The  1897  contract  was  awarded  to  an  American  who  bid  $6.06,  but  as  he 
failed  to  furnish  security  he  was  forced  to  relinquish  it.  In  July  of  last  year 
the  Brazilian  Coal  Company,  a  British  concern,  was  awarded  a  contract  to  sup¬ 
ply  the  Bureau  of  Public  Works  at  Rio  at  $g.6o  per  ton.  The  same  company 
last  month  contracted  to  supply  10,000  tons  of  coal  f.  o.  b.  at  Rio  at  $7.41. 
This  furnishes  an  indication  of  the  probable  figure  at  which  the  supply  for  the 
railroad  will  be  awarded. 

The  section  of  the  community  not  interested  in  coal  will  regard  with  much 
curiosity  the  action  of  the  coal  men  respecting  this  contract,  for  upon  it  will 
be  judged  their  desire  and  ability  to  really  strike  out  for  a  share  of  South 
American  business.  Of  course,  they  will  have  to  satisfy  the  railroad  authori¬ 
ties,  by  chemical  analysis  and  adequate  samples,  that  the  coal  they  propose  to 
supply  is  as  good  as  the  Welsh  article.  If  they  cannot  do  this  they  can  retire 
with  honor  from  the  field  of  competition  with  England.  But  if  defeated  in 
this  contract  there  are  many  others  to  be  picked  up  in  Brazil,  for  there  is  large 
local  consumption,  domestic  and  industrial,  and  a  considerable  demand  for 
bunker  coal  at  all  of  the  ports. 

Rio  naturally  affords  the  largest  market,  the  importations  of  coal  amount¬ 
ing  to  532,437  tons  in  1897,  said  to  have  come  entirely  from  England.— Phila¬ 
delphia  Commercial  Museum. 

The  J.  W.  Smith  Coal  Co.  is  again  in  operation  and  hoisting  an  excellent 
([uality  of  coal  from  their  new  shaft  just  southof  Clinton,  Mo. 

The  Boston  Advertiser,  October  18,  says:  “The  decline  in  anthracite 
stocks  is  due  the  displacement  of  hard  coal  by  bituminous  and  gas  and  by  talk 
of  another  load  from  Scranton  to  New  York.  Competition  has  grown  greatly 
and  the  trade  is  demoralized  by  an  over  production  and  cutting  of  prices.” 

The  Atlantic  Transportation  Company,  a  New  Jersey  corporation  with  a 
capital  of  $3,000,000,  having  its  headquarters  at  i  Broadway  in  this  city,  has 
just  added  to  its  coast  fleet  forty-six  vessels  gathered  at  various  ports  of  the 
great  lakes.  They  are  to  be  used  for  service  between  New  York,  Boston, 
Philadelphia,  Portland,  Newport  News  and  Baltimore. 

A  correspondent  at  East  Bank,  W.  Ya.,  writes  that  "About  three  miles  be¬ 
low  Cabin  creek  we  come  to  the  Winifrede  Coal  Co.  There  is  a  five-mile 
branch  of  the  C.  &  O.  railroad  leading  to  the  mines.  They  have  three  open¬ 
ings  here,  one  on  the  Cedar  Grove  seam,  28  inches  thick,  and  two  on  the  Win¬ 
ifrede  seam,  about  four  and  one-half  feet  thick.  This  was  the  first  company 
that  introduced  the  two-inch  screen  in  the  state  of  West  Virginia.  They  em¬ 
ploy  about  375  miners  and  75  day  men.  The  price  paid  for  driving  is  from 
$1.50  to  $1.75.” 
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Xhe  Beack  Oiamond. 


OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


WESTERN  t-OAL  ANl)  COKE  NOTES. 


[October  22 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interest 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


John  Wahl  isthe  proprietor  of  a  new  coal  yard  in  Monroe,  Mich. 


♦ 

♦  * 


().  C.  Robinson  has  opened  a  coal  yard  at  Fort  Edward,  N.  Y. 


^  * 


Windatt  &  Co.  have  entered  the  coal  business  at  Winnipeg,  Manitoba. 

ik  )k 

Clark  &  Kerr  have  formed  a  partnership  and  will  handle  coal  at  Bath,  S.  I). 


*  ♦ 


Mr.  Victor  Frey  will  start  in  the  coal  business  at  715  Cedar  street,  Allen¬ 
town,  Pa. 


* 

*  * 


* 

*  ♦ 


* 


* 

*  * 


*  * 


* 

*  ♦ 


♦  * 


E.  J.  Henderson  will  continue  the  business  of  T.  M.  Sibbard,  Toronto, 
Ontario. 


J.  J.  Kelly  a  resident  of  Port  Henry,  N.  V.,  has  started  in  the  coal  business 
in  that  city. 


The  Washington  Milling  Company  of  Washington  C.  H.,  Ohio,  have  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  retail  coal  business. 


The  D.  S.  Erwin  Company,  dealers  in  coal  at  Cedarville,  Ohio,  have  un¬ 
der  construction  a  large  shed  in  which  to  store  coal. 


The  Eldon  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  will  supply  the  Orphans’  Home,  Daven¬ 
port,  Iowa,  with  200  tons  of  mine  run  at  $2.00  per  ton. 


The  grain  elevator  of  W.  P.  Sallady,  dealer  in  grain  and  coal  at  Ashville, 
().,  was  destroyed  by  fire  Saturday.  Loss  $io,ooo;  insured  for  $5,000. 


Capt.  Ben  Justice  is  now  a  full  fledged  coal  merchant,  having  taken  the 
yards  occupied  by  the  late  Col.  A.  M.  Thompson  in  Central  City.  W.  Va. 

J.* 

*  * 

The  Marshall  Coal  &  Ice  Co.  will  supply  the  Soldiers  Home  at  Marshall¬ 
town,  la.,  with  lump  coal  at  $1.75,  mine  run  at  $1.15  and  steam  coal  at  $1.00 
per  ton. 

The  coal  yard  formerly  owned  and  operated  by  the  late  J.  Warren  Hodg- 
don,  Janesville,  Wis.,  was  sold  by  the  estate  Monday  to  Frank  Sager  and 
John  Plowright. 

* 

*  ik 

R.  G.  Parmley  &  Bro.,  Sioux  Falls,  So.  Dakota,  have  secured  the  school 
contract  and  will  furnish  Illinois  coal  at  $3.70  per  ton.  Hubbard  &  Co.  will 
supply  anthracite  at  $7.20. 

* 

Sjc  * 

Thomas  McNally  &  Son  have  taken  the  agency  of  semi-anthracite  coal  at 
Leavenworth,  Kan.  This  coal  possesses  all  the  qualities  of  hard  coal,  and  yet 
is  very  much  cheaper  in  price. 

* 

*  Hfi 

The  h'ranklin  Flour  and  Feed  Company,  dealers  in  coal  at  Franklin 
O  hio,  have  recently  constructed  a  large  shed  with  modern  improvements  as 
compared  with  their  previous  method  of  handling  and  storing  coal. 

* 

*  * 

Alfred  L.  New,  for  many  years  junior  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of 
J.  N.  New  &  Brother,  Long  Island  City,  N.  Y.,  has  purchased  the  coal  business 
up  to  this  time  carried  on  in  the  name  of  the  firm,  and  will  conduct  the  business 
hereafter. 

* 

,  *  * 

The  coal  yard  of  Carl  D.  Teeters,  Alliance,  Ohio,  has  been  removed  to  the 
old  Shilling  stand  on  North  Arch  avenue,  formerly  occupied  by  S.  Shecker. 
Mr.  Teeters  was  compelled  to  change  his  location  on  account  of  largely  in¬ 
creasing  business. 

* 

The  retail  trade  reported  a  very  brisk  condition  of  affairs  and  the  weather 
is  responsible.  A  cold  wave,  the  effects  of  which  were  felt  from  Maine  to 
California,  has  brought  joy  once  more  to  the  heart  of  the  retailer.  Come  again, 
heralds  of  winter  and  welcome. 

* 

*  ♦ 

The  Whitebreast  Fuel  Co.,  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  will  supply  the  asylum  at 
Mt.  Pleasant  at  $1.55  per  ton  for  mine  run,  and  the  industrial  school  at  Eldora 
at  $2. 15  for  lump,  $2,co  for  mine  run  and  $1.95  for  nut.  About  4,000  tons  are 
used  at  the  asylum  and  1,000  tons  at  the  industrial  school. 

*  * 

The  new  Elevator,  Coal  and  Machine  Co.,  of  Oelwein,  Iowa,  is  now  ready 
for  business  under  the  direction  of  A.  W.  Dawson  of  Mason  City,  Iowa,  who  has 
for  some  years  past  been  known  as  a  successful  grain  buyer  in  that  part  of  the 
state.  The  company  has  invested  from  $15,000  to  $20,000  for  the  running  of 
the  business. 

* 

Charles  F.  Hantzman,  who  was  formerly  employed  by  Dives,  Pomeroy  & 
Stewart,  is  busily  engaged  in  locating  a  coal  business  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.  He 
will  establish  a  coal  and  wood  yard  at  Cowden  and  Briggs  streets  and  will  be 
ready  to  deliver,  so  he  says,  the  best  assortment  and  grades  of  coal  and  wood 
in  the  market  about  October  25. 


A  new'  coal  shaft  has  just  opened  up  at  Nettle  Creek,  near  Streator,  Ill. 

The  West  Bay  City  Coal  Co.  has  broken  ground  for  a  coal  shaft  on  the 
Holland  farm  at  Bay  City,  Mich. 

The  proprietors  of  the  Mountain  Side  Coal  Co.  placed  the  fir.st  car  of  their 
product  on  sale  at  Bozeman,  Mont.,  last  week. 

The  land  around  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  is  going  to  be  tested  for  coal.  It 
is  said  Wm.  T.  Chappell  of  Saginaw  is  interested. 

The  theory  that  the  coal  shaft  buildings  at  Hilliard,  near  Peoria,  Ill.,  were 
set  fire  to  is  confirmed,  although  there  is  no  clue  to  the  identity  of  the  tire- 
bugs. 

The  coal  mining  industry  in  the  vicinity  of  Pittsburg  and  Weir  City, 
Kan.,  is  enjoying  a  decided  boom  this  fall,  and  big  results  are  expected  during 
the  winter. 

Cheap  coal  at  Saginaw,  Mich.,  is  causing  quite  an  inquiry  for  manufactur¬ 
ing  sites.  There  is  only  one  good  coal  being  mined  in  that  vicinity,  but  it  is 
also  plentiful . 

Miners  from  Connelburg  and  Montgomery  went  to  Washington,  Ind.,  last 
week  and  made  a  demonstration  against  the  men  employed  by  Able  &  Co. 
No  damage  was  done. 

The  Northern  Coal  &  Transportation  Co.’s  shaft  on  the  John  Blower  farm, 
in  the  township  of  James,  eight  miles  southwest  of  Saginaw,  Mich.,  is  down 
about  75  feet,  and  the  work  is  being  pushed. 

It  is  reported  that  fifty-seven  negroes  who  came  from  Alabama  to  work 
in  the  mines  at  Virden  111.,  were  stranded  in  St.  Louis  last  week.  They  ar¬ 
rived  there  from  Springfield,  Ill.,  and  as  they  had  no  transportation  beyond 
St.  Louis,  w’ere  unable  to  get  out  of  the  city. 

The  Johnson  Coal  Co  ,  Boane,  Iowa,  is  about  to  make  a  test  of  one  of  the 
"Prouty”  gasoline  motors  for  operating  its  mine  cars  with  a  view  of  purchase. 
Its  adoption  will  do  away  with  mules  in  the  mines. 

There  is  every  prospect  that  the  town  of  Varna,  Ill.,  will  have  a  coal  mine 
in  the  near  future,  as  the  following  committee  of  five  men  are  to  advise  with 
Mr.  C.  J.  Devlin  in  regard  to  sinking  a  shaft,  Reuben  Broaddus,  S.  W.  McCul¬ 
loch,  S.  A.  Stateler,  b  red  Kaatz,  C.  R.  Swanson. 

The  Somers  Coal  Company,  Saginaw,  Mich.,  has  contracted  so  furnish 
twenty  calloads  of  slack  coal  a  week  for  one  year,  ten  cars  of  which  go  to  De¬ 
troit,  and  the  other  ten  cars  to  another  point  in  the  state. 

The  strike  on  the  Northern  Coal  Company’s  mine  Peerless,  at  Lynn,  Colo., 
has  been  declared  off.  The  men  hive  accepted  the  company’s  proposition  of 
70  cents  a  ton  for  lump.  The  company  pays  the  yardage  and  for  turning 
rooms  and  driving  crosscuts.  The  mine  is  now  running  full  force. 

J.  C.  Barnhisel,  of  Sault  Ste.  Mane,  representing  three  large  eastern  coal 
companies,  has  been  in  Mackinaw  City,  Mich.,  with  a  view  of  establishing  a 
coaling  station  on  the  straits.  He  has  decided  that  Mackinaw  is  the  best  loca¬ 
tion,  and  the  City  Council  has  given  him  an  option  on  the  Citizen’s  dock. 

Three  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  firms  have  secured  good  contracts  from  the  state 
board  of  control,  which  opened  bids  and  awarded  contracts  last  Saturday  for 
supplying  the  various  state  institutions.  These  firms  were  the  Whitebreast 
Fuel  Company,  Eldon  Coal  and  Mining  Company  and  John  Morrell  &  Com¬ 
pany. 

The  low  price  of  anthracite  coal  and  cheap  rates  to  Missouri  river  and 
inland  Nebraska  points  have  knocked  out  the  product  of  the  Colorado  mines. 
The  Pennsylvania  mines  are  now  meeting  the  Western  product  as  far  west  as 
Hastings,  at  an  even  break,  points  east  of  there  in  Nebraska  being  supplied 
with  Eastern  all-rail  coal  $i  a  ton  cheaper  than  the  Colorado  product. 

The  Flint  &  Pere  Marcjuette  Railway  Company  today  asked  the  board  of 
county  supervisors  for  the  privilege  of  building  a  bridge  over  the  Tittabawas- 
see  river,  in  the  extreme  southwest  portion  of  Saginaw  township.  The  com¬ 
pany  proposes  to  build  a  line  from  this  city  to  the  rich  coal  regions  in  the 
southern  part  of  Saginaw  County  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Charles. 

The  coal  washer  which  the  Anaconda  Co.  is  building  at  Belt,  near  Great 
Falls,  Mont.,  in  place  of  the  buildingdestroyed  by  fire,  will  be  completed 
and  in  operation  by  Jan.  i.  The  coke  ovens  will  then  be  fired  and  the  force 
in  the  mines  increased.  In  the  last  30  days  the  mines  have  been  idle  13  days. 
This,  however,  was  partly  due  to  a  shortage  of  cars,  which  also  held  the  work 
in  the  Sand  Coulee  mines  down  to  four  days  a  week. 

.4  company  of  New  York  financiers  has  closed  negotiations  for  the  entire 
properties  of  the  Victor  Coal  and  Coke  Company,  located  in  Southern  Colo¬ 
rado.  The  deal  involves  property  valued  at  several  millions  of  dollars.  The 
properties  lie  in  the  vicinity  of  Trinidad,  Col.,  and  consist  of  several  miles  of 
mines  and  coke  ovens.  The  quality  of  the  coal  in  the  mines  varies  from  the 
very  highest  grade  bituminous  to  the  best  coking  product. 

The  Leavenworth  Coal  Co.,  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  has  just  closed  a  deal 
whereby  it  becomes  the  absolute  owner  of  the  coal  transport  steamer  George 
W.  Parker.  Last  spring  the  coal  company  leased  the  boat  to  carry  coal  from 
Leavenworth  to  Kansas  City,  and  finding  that  the  trade  was  profitable,  decided 
lo  buy  the  boat.  The  George  W.  Parker  was  owned  by  the  Linehan  Transfer 
Company,  and  formerly  ran  between  Brooklyn,  Ill.,  and  Padu:ah,  Ky.,  as  a 
car  ferry. 

The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company  will  have  finished 
stocking  its  winter  coal  at  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  when  two  more  cargoes  have  ar¬ 
rived.  The  total  amount  which  the  company  has  unloaded  on  the  Green  Bay 
docks,  including  the  two  cargoes  on  the  way,  is  50,000  tons.  This  is  a  little 
more  than  last  year.  It  is  all  soft  coal.  A  large  part  of  it  has  been  shipped  to 
points  along  the  line,  but  a  large  stock  pile  is  now  about  completed  in  their 
yards. 
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THE  COAL  FIELDS  OF  NEW  MEXICO. 


A  party  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Scranton  and  Pittston  capitalists  recently  re¬ 
turned  from  a  trip  to  the  coal  and  lumber  regions  of  New  and  Old  Mexico, 
into  which  Pennsylvania  capitalists  have  put  a  large  amount  of  money. 

The  New  Mexico  Railway  &  Coal  Co.,  in  which  the  parties  are  interested, 
has  just  been  opened  up  as  far  as  Alamagordo,  a  distance  of  eighty-six  miles 
from  El  Paso.  The  road  is  planned  to  continue  on  for  eighty  miles  to  the  coal 
mines  of  Salado,  and  a  twenty  mile  branch  will  run  into  the  rich  timber  lands 
of  the  Sacramento  Mountains.  The  parties  propose  to  erect  a  lumber  mill 


which  they  have  in  contemplation  at  Alamagordo.  This  town  is  4,325  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  is  at  the  foot  of  the  Sacramento  IVIountains 
which  have  a  5,000  feet  higher  altitude.  At  present  the  town  is  a  small  one, 
but  it  is  destined  to  be  large  and  prosperous,  as  it  will  be  made  the  headquar¬ 
ters  of  the  New  Mexico  Railway  &  Coal  Co.,  and  the  machine  a  id  repair  shops 
will  be  located  there.  There  is  almost  an  unlimited  market  for  both  the  coal 
and  lumber  with  which  the  region  traversed  by  this  road  is  supplied.  Among 
those  interested  are  J.  W.  Hollenback,  Abram  Nesbitt,  W.  A.  L  ithrop,  E.  W. 
Mulligan  and  A.  A.  Sterling,  of  Wilkes-Barre;  Thomas  Ford,  of  Pittston; 
Clarence  S.  Simpson,  Thomas  H.  Watkins,  Hon.  L.  A.  Watres  and  H.  M. 
Boies,  of  Scranton. 


S.  C. 


- AGENT - 

Delaware,  Lackawanna  Western  Railroad  Company’s 

SCRANTON  COAL. 

OB' {Soft  &  Ooliie. 

‘  vA/V\'\-\'V\N\N'VW\'\-'  .VN  .  ,  %  •  N  ’  s  '  N  '  \^\\\^\\V\W■V^.^.V^V\VV■VV^'^^WV^%XW\VW^A.VVVWWVVWW 

C.  L.  DERING, ^  Manager. 


^  Ohioaoo. 


The  St.  Louis  and 
Big  Muddy  Coal  Co. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE: 

CARBONDALE,  ILL. 


MINES  NEAR 


CARTERVILLE, 
Williamson  County, 

ILL. 


CAPACITY 

2,500 

TONS 

DAILY. 


A  600  ton  daily  capacity  Luhrig  Coal 


TRADE  MARK. 

Washing  Plant  operated  in  connection  with  mine. 


WILLIAMS  &  PETERS, 

General  Sales  Agents  for  the]  Erie  R.  R.  Company’s  and  New  York,  Susquehanna  &  Western  Coal  Company  s 

KEYSTONE  ANa:^H  R  Aai'TEl  AND  CLARION 

JERMYN  A  f  DAGUS 

WILKESBARRE  ^  •  BLOSSHURG 

ISOLE  ACIENTS  FOR  THE  HLOSSEURG  COAL  COMPANY. 

BRANCH  OFFICES  MAIN  OFFICE:  SHIPPING  WHARVES: 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  New  Haven,  Conn.  Washington  Building,  No.  1  Broadway,  Weehawken,  N.  J.  ^  Buffalo,  N  Y 

Boston,  Mass.  NEW  YORK.  Edgewater,  N..J  . 

M.  E.  ROBINSON,  Western  Sales  Agent,  BUEEALO,  N.  V. 
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EASTKHN  COAL  AN1>  COKE  NOTES. 


Proposals  for  coal  wiU  be  received  by  the  fire  commissioners  of  Cohoes, 
N.  Y.,  until  Nov.  3,  i8g8. 

—  The  Pittsburg  Coal  Co.  of  West  V’irginia  has  certified  to  do  business  in 
Ohio  with  its  main  office  in  Cincinnati. 

The  Shenandoah  City  colliery  shops,  Shenandoah,  Pa.,  were  destroyed  by 
fire  last  week.  The  loss  was  between  $3,500  and  $4,500. 

The  coal  elevator  of  H.  A.  Dubec,  Montpelier,  Vt.,  which  had  a  capacity 
of  over  fifty  tons  per  minute,  was  put  into  operation  for  the  first  time  last  week. 

Colliery  No.  8  at  Coaldale  near  Tamaqua,  Pa.,  was  the  scene  of  an  ex¬ 
plosion  of  gas  last  week  whereby  five  men  were  killed  and  eleven  seriously 
injured. 

Until  October  26,  1898,  proposals  for  coal  for  Willard  State  Hospital  at 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  will  be  received.  Some  15,000  tons  of  anthracite  and  bitumin¬ 
ous  will  be  required. 

The  Munhall  Coal  Company  has  decided  to  rebuild  the  coal  tipple  on  the 
Monongahela  river  which  was  burned  two  weeks  ago.  The  contract  has  been 
awarded.  It  will  cost  $5,000. 

The  Greensburg,  Pa.,  Press  says:  The  coke  trade  is  now  booming.  The 
miners  and  coke  drawers  are  well  satisfied  and  they  will  be  careful  not  to  vote 
for  any  soup  houses,  as  the  program  ran  under  the  immortal  Grover. 

A  decision  recently  handed  down  by  the  superior  court  of  Pennsylvania 
at  Philadelphia,  declares  the  law  on  weighing  or  measuring  coal  before  it  is 
screened  is  contrary  to  law,  as  any  law  fixing  rates  of  wages  is  uncon¬ 
stitutional. 


The  Record  of  Olyphant,  Pa.,  says:  “The  Lackawanna  Coal  Co.  has 
changed  hands.  O.  S.  Johnson  has  sold  out  to  E.  B.  Sturgis  and  F.  E.  Platt. 
The  new  company  will  not  assume  full  charge  till  the  beginning  of  the  month, 
when  Clarence  Sturges  will  be  manager.  Mr.  Sturges  has  had  considerable 
experience  in  mines  and  mining.” 


The  Beech  Creek  Railroad  makes  the  following  statement  of  coal  shipped 
over  the  road  for  the  week  ending  October  7, 1898,  and  for  the  year  to  that 
date: 

Week — Tons.  Year — Tons. 


In  1898 . 

Same  time  last  year 


87,586  3.502,173 

60,470  2,888,186 


Increase 


27,116  613,986 


The  work  of  preparing  to  flood  the  lower  vein  of  the  Ravine  mine,  Pitts- 
tooi.  Pa.,  belonging  to  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  for  the  purpose  of  extin- 
guiihing  a  fire  in  the  Marcy  vein,  is  still  progressing  rapidly.  The  principal 
work  is  the  building  of  brick  dams  in  both  the  main  shaft  and  the  air  shaft  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  the  water  from  flooding  the  upper  veins,  while  yet 
forcing  it  to  the  high  point  in  the  Marcy  vein  where  the  fire  started. 


WANTED. 

Coal  salesman-experienced— for  Chicago  trade 
permanent  position  to  right  man. 

Address  “L.  R.,” 

Care  of  Black  Diamond. 


Since  the  shooting  of  the  striking  miners  at  Hazleton,  Pa.,  about  a  year 
ago,  the  coal  companies  have  endeavored,  as  far  as  possible,  to  employ  native 
miners  and  laborers,  and  the  experiment  has  been  a  success,  though  higher 
wages  are  paid  now  than  before. 

The  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Coal  and  Iron  Company’s  shops  at  Potts- 
ville.  Pa.,  have  gone  to  work  on  full  time.  Since  last  May  they  worked  but 
four  days  per  week.  The  order,  which  went  into  effect  today,  will  continue  at 
least  through  the  winter.  Some  600  hands  are  employed  at  this  place. 

A  combination  of  coal  dealers,  involving  all  the  large  concerns  except  one, 
engaged  in  supplying  the  steamships  and  river  craft  with  coal  at  Philadelphia, 
has  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  price  which  in  future  will 
not  be  departed  from .  It  is  stated  that  $2.50  a  ton  lor  coal,  free  on  board,  has 
been  agreed  upon. 

The  long  trestle  for  the  new  coal  sheds  of  the  Eastern  Manufacturing  Co., 
at  South  Brewer,  Me.,  is  nearly  completed.  It  makes  quite  a  structure  of 
itself,  measuring  400  feet  long  and  has  taken  a  good  deal  of  lumber  to  con¬ 
struct  it.  It  reaches  from  the  main  land  to  a  pier  in  fhe  river  so  that  large  ves¬ 
sels  can  load. 

By  a  caving  in  of  the  wall  at  Mine  No.  2,  of  the  J.  H.  Somers  Fuel  Co.,  at 
Belle  Vernon,  Pa.,  last  week,  Albert  D.  Bates,  bookkeeper  for  the  company, 
was  killed,  and  his  brother,  William  P.  Bates,  superintendent  of  that  mine, 
was  injured  so  that  it  is  feared  he  will  not  recover.  Robert  Ross,  colored,  had 
his  back  hurt  and  was  also  injured  internally,  and  George  Minney,  also  col¬ 
ored,  had  his  arm  broken,  and  was  otherwise  hurt.  Charles  Somers,  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  son  of  the  senior  member  of  the  firm,  was  in  the  party  with  the  Bates 
brothers,  and  escaped  without  a  scratch.  Several  colored  men  who  were 
working  in  the  place  escaped  with  slight  bruises. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  reports  the  (juantity  of  coal  and  coke  originat' 
ing  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  October  8,  1898, 
and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year  as  follows: 

1898.  1898,  1807. 

Week  ending  Year  to  Year  to 


Oct.  8.  Oct.  8.  Oct.  9. 

Anthracite,  tons .  80,029  2,754,387  2,707,856 

Bituminous,  tons . 281,647  10,650,515  9,515,866 

Coke,  tons . 110,135  4,551,142  3,524,096 


Total . 471.811  17,956,044  15,747,818 


The  Huntingdon  and  Broad  Top  Mountain  Railroad  and  Coal  Co.  makes 
the  following  statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported  over  the  road  for  the 
week  ending  October  8,  1898,  and  previously  during  the  year: 


Week,  Total  for  Total  for 

1898.  year  1898.  year  1897. 

Broad  Top,  tons .  9  43Q  336,032  349,400 

Cumberland,  tons .  24,251  1,178,420  1,229,418 


Total .  33.690  1,514,453  1,578.818 

Decrease  for  week .  8,295 

Decrease  for  year .  64,365 


FOR 


MINE  OPERATORS, 
AGENTS  AND 
SALESMEN  ON  THE  ROAD. 


Hyatt’s  Telegraph  Code 

IS  A  MONEY  SAVER. 

Will  save  75  per  cent  on  Telegraph  Bills. 

SECOND  EDITION  NOW  READY. 


PRICE,  $1.50. 

This  small  sum  is  covered  in  a  very  few  telegrams. 

The  only  General  Code  ever  published  covering  Coal  ard  Coke 

from  all  districts. 

Fur  further  iuroriiiatioii  address  tiie  compiler, 


O-  F*.  HYiV'T'T, 

DETROIT, . MICHIGAN. 


J.  B.  CABLE,  Pres.  GEO.  M.  SPACE,  Vice-Pre 

F.  L.  CHAPMAN,  Sec.  H.  W.  C.  BOWDOIN,  Treas. 


OHIO  GOAL  00. 


General  Offices:  Pioneer  Press  Building,  ST. PAUL,  MINN. 

...Agencies  at... 

Ashland,  West  Siiperlur,  Green  Bay,  ITliltvaukee,  W  is.; 

St.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  Duluth,  Minn.;  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 
...Distributing'  Docks... 

Duluth,  Ashland,  West  Superior,  Milwaukee. 

DEALEBS  IN 

ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  GOALS 

ALSO 

BEST  GRADES  OF  COKE 


THE  CELEBRATED 


SMITHING  COAL 


DAVIS  COAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY, 

tLK  GARDEN^  BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  THE 

Davis  Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


High  in  Carbon.  ^  I—  !  For  Ore  Smelters,  Foundries 

^ow  in  Sulphur  and  Ash.  -J— V  and  Family  Use. 

Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont7  W,  Va. 

SMITHING  COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 
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The  North  Carolina  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Moore  county.,  N.  C.,  has  made 
i  preparations  to  erect  coke  ovens. 

I  John  W.  Lyons  has  struck  a  3t^-foot  vein  of  fine  coal  on  his  farm  at 

Lyonia,  Hancock  County,  Ky.,  and  is  operating  it. 

The  Montana  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  in  the  Fairmont  region  of  West  Virginia, 
is  producing  5,000  tons  of  coal  and  600  tons  of  coke  daily. 

According  to  the  Herald  of  Birmingham,  Ala., about  500  negro  miners  and 
laborers  have  left  the  coal  district  there  to  work  in  the  mines  at  Virden  and 
ij  Pana,  Ill. 

i  The  miners  at  Cummock,  N.  C.  are  doing  a  rushing  business  and  ship  a 

i  large  tonnage  of  their  product.  They  supply  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  with  coal 
1  at  S2.50  per  ton.  Some  consider  the  Cummock  coal  as  good  as  the  Virginia 
1  coal. 

The  shipments  of  coke  over  the  West  Virginia  Central  and  Pittsburg  Rail 
road  for  the  week  were  2,676.19  tons,  and  for  the  year  to  that  date  were  180, 
624.18  tons,  being  an  increase  of  33,797-M  tons,  as  compared  with  the  same 
period  of  last  year. 

Some  forty  buyers  from  the  C.  &  O.  coal  mining  region  of  West  Virginia 
are  arranging  to  come  to  Cincinnati  within  the  next  week.  They  want  to 
switch  the  trade  of  that  territory  to  Cincinnati  merchants  and  to  build  up  their 
coal  trade  incidentally. 

The  Kentucky  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  Louisville,  Ky.,  has  begun  the  shipment 
of  500  cars  of  cannel  coal.  The  company  has  been  shipping  its  output  to 
Spam,  but  the  war  stopped  the  business.  The  declaration  of  peace  thus 
,  directly  benefits  the  coal  mining  community  of  the  South. 

The  shipments  of  coal  from  the  mines  of  the  Cumberland-Georges  Creek 
regions  for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  October  8,  1898,  were  80  oo6  07  tons,  and 
the  total  shipments  for  the  year  up  to  that  date  were  3,156,428.08  tons,  being 
an  increase  of  144,86299  tons,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  1897. 

Judge  Purnell,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  has  ordered  the  receiver  of  tlie  Lang- 
don-Henessey  Coal  Mine  Company  to  pay  over  all  moneys  at  once  and  settle 
up  the  business.  The  receiver  reports  that  nearly  all  the  coal  cars  secured 
from  the  Moshannon  Company  are  in  service,  and  that  hence  he  cannot  turn 
'  them  over  in  ten  days,  as  ordered. 

The  shipments  of  coal  from  the  Elk  Garden  and  Upper  Potomac  regions 
'  of  West  Virgiijia,  which  are  transported  over  the  West  Virginia  Central  and 
Pittsburg  Railroad,  for  the  week  ending  October  8,  were  19,832.18  tons,  and 
,  tor  the  year  to  that  date  were  903,508.09  tons,  being  a  decrease  of  11,101.95 
ons,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  last  year. 


NEILSON 

RED'^ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

DICKSOlSr  &  EDDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  OfTIce,  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Agt. 

C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

“AVOCA  ”  (PIttston  District) 

‘‘FRANKLIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 
“LOUISE  ”  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 


State  Mine  Inspector  Morgan  Thomas  of  Iowa  in  his  report  says;  “The 
output  of  coal  in  the  third  district  increased  during  the  year  from  June  30, 
1897,  to  June  30,  1898,  131,759  tons,  Boone  county  shows  an  increase  of  23,234 
tons,  with  a  strike  of  three  weeks.  The  total  output  in  the  district  was 
I  333.557-” 

J.  C.  Cox,  owner  of  the  Cox  Coal  M ines,  six  miles  north  of  Chillicoihe 
Mo.,  promises  to  put  in  improved  machinery  and  work  a  large  force  of  men  if 
the  electric  railway  between  Chillicothe  and  Trenton  is  built.  The  freight  on 
he  coal  from  the  mines  would  alone  pay  the  operating  expenses,  it  is  stated— 
en  cars  of  coal  daily  at  $5  per  car. 


MAIN  OFFICE;  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

MoshannoB  and  Cnmberland  Vein  Bitaminons  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Title  Building.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


ThetURNEY  &  JOHES  CO., 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL 

OF  THE 


CELEBRATED 


CONGO  COAL 


Anthracite  and  Smithing;  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building;,  No.  355  Dearborn  St. 

COLUMBUS.  O.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


It 


FRICK 


H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO. 


COKE. 


Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 


Mines  and  Ovens  In  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna. 


Headquarters  for 


GENUINE 


CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 


For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells- 
fville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturine:  and 
I  domestic  purposes.  I  3,500  ovens.  Dally  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 
S  Direct  Connections  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

(  Quotations  Freight  Rates  Pamphlets  living  1  fullinformation  promptly  furnished  upon  application. 
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Harrison  Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 

Best  Combination  for  Mining  Operations. 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  YearH’ 
Service. 

1600 
MacliineN 
in  u!^e. 

1315 
Kq.  ft.  in 
9  honrN. 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 

RECORD: 

17  years 
continn- 
ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
double 
shift. 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY,  -  -  -  Chicago,  Illinois. 

The  “Link-Belt”  Electric  Chain  Breast  Machine. 


COVERED  BY  FOUR  U.  S.  PATENTS  ISSUED  AND  PENDING. 


Special  Points  of  Advantage: 

Cuts  a  perfectly  level  floor;  leaves  no  bottom  coal  for  loaders  to  take  up. 

Works  equally  well  to  right  or  left  across  room  or  entry.  Machine  cuttings  can  be 
shoveled  from  either  side. 

System  of  rollers  by  means  of  which  machine  is  easily  moved  across  face  of  room, 
thereby  greatly  increasing  capacity. 

Shortest  machine  for  length  ot  undercut. 

Most  secure  and  easily-handled  rear  jack,  attached  to  machine. 

Simplest  teeding  mechanism  Less  gears  and  fewest  number  of  parts. 

Compa,  t  “dust  and  water-proof”  iron-clad  mulfipolar  motor. 

Strongest  frame  and  chain,  admitting  of  using  steel  most  economically. 
Chisel-holding  device  covered  by  patents  suTained  by  Judge  Sage. 


ELECTRIC 


Power  Generators 
Mine  Pumps, 
Locomotives, 
Drills,  Etc. 


The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 


t 


PRICES  AND  ESTIMATES  ON  APPLICATION. 


Engineers-Founders-Machinists,  Chicago,  u.  s.  a. 


The  Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Company 


ELECTUIC  CHAIN  COAL  CUITEK. 


COMPLETE 


Compressed 

Air 

Goal  Catting 
Machinery. 


Klcctri<’  Power  UrilN. 

Air  Power  llrillN. 

Kleetric  8lieariiiii:  Macliines. 
Air  Shearing;  llaeliineN. 


Pleetrie  Liongwall  ]>laeliiiies. 
Air  I.iongwall  Maeliinesi. 
Pleetrie  LoeomotiveN. 

Eleetrie  Pniiipi). 


Manufacturers  DYNAMOS  and  MOTORS. 


EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 
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OHIO. 


The  Black  Diamond. 
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OFFICIAL  PAPER  OF  THE  COAL  DEALERS'  ASSOCIATION  OF 
ILLINOIS  AND  WISCONSIN-Secretary,  F.  E.  Lukens,  Chicago 
“^iTl.  THE  MICHIGAN  RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCI ATION-Secretary, 
James  T.  Eaman,  Detroit,  Mich.;  THE  WHOLESALE  AND 
RETAIL  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF  OHIO-Secretary, 
W.J. Ferguson, Dayton,  Ohio;  and  THE  INDIANA  RETAIL  COAL 
ASSOCIATION— Secretary,  A.  C.  Hill,  Kendallville,  Ind. 
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SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE, 

Ye  ABLY  (IN  ADVANCE),  .  -  -  -  -  -  .  .  .  |3.0C 
Single  Copies, . ,10 

ADVERTISING  RATES— FURNISHED  ON  APPLICATION. 

Address  all  communications  to 

The  Black  Diamond 

Temple  Court  Building . Chicago,  III. 

New  York,  29  Liberty  St.,  -  .  -  -  -  S.  O.  Graeb,  Mgr. 

entered  at  the  CHICAGO  POST  OFFICE  AS  SECOND-CLASS  MATTER. 


VoL.  21. 


October  29,  1898. 


No.  18. 


We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  mine  owners,  workers,  ^ 
shippers  and  agents,  if  they  will  kindly,  from  time  to  time, 
furnish  such  intelligence  as  may  be  of  public  interest  to  the 
coal  trade,  when  it  comes  under  their  notice. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 


According-  to  the  Bureau  of  Coal  Statistics,  compiled  in  these 
offices,  the  receipts  of  anthracite  coal  at  Chicago  by  lake  and  rail, 
from  October  i  to  October  lo,  show  quite  a  decrease  as  compared 
with  the  same  period  last  year.  Shipments  from  Chicago  have 
also  decreased  slightly  in  tonnage  during  the  same  time. 

For  the  same  period  and  comparison  as  above,  the  receipts  of 
bituminous  coal  at  Chicago  from  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  West  Virginia, 
Illinois  and  Indiana  show  decreases,  the  aggregate  being  quite  large 
forone-thirdof  amonth.  There  is,  however,  quite  a  large  increase 
in  the  receipts  from  the  northern  field  of  Illinois,  through  this 
is  entirely  offset  by  the  decrease  from  the  southern  and  central 
districts,  while  the  decrease  from  the  southern  field  is  large. 
Shipments  of  bituminous  coal  of  all  kinds  have  also  slightly  decreased 
during  the  fir.st  ten  days  of  October. 

Coke  receipts  at  Chicago  from  October  i  to  October  lo  show  a 
decrease  as  compared  with  the  same  period  in  1897,  but  shipments 
have  increased. 

Anthracite  coal  is  in  somewhat  better  inqnirjq  the  result  of  the 
cold  weather,  and  the  demand  for  shipment  on  orders  is  quite 
brisk.  This  is  a  notable  feature  as  far  west  as  the  Mississippi 
river.  As  stated  last  week,  the  scarcity  of  cars  becomes  more 
apparent  every  day,  and  all-rail  coal  is  in  short  supply,  not  only  in 
Chicago,  but  at  all  group  and  junction  points,  where  heretofore 
there  has  been  an  abundance  and  to  spare.  It  is  rather  more 
than  probable  that  this  real  shortage  of  all-rail  coal  will  not  he 
fully  realized  until  there  is  a  peremptory  demand  for  coal  from 
the  trade,  as  the  result  of  continued  cold  weather.  As  it  is,  even 
now  many  shippers  are  hundreds  of  cars  hcliind  on  orders  and 
these  are  being  cleaned  up  but  very  slowly.  Demand  for  coal 


from  many  small  towns  in  the  interior  is  growing  stronger  every 
day,  and  instances  are  quite  numerous  where  it  comes  from  points 
which  did  not  take  any  anthracite  last  season.'  Should  this  de¬ 
mand  increase  as  the  season  advances,  and  the  present  situation 
as  re  gards  the  car  supply  continues,  there  can  be  little  question 
that  the  price  of  spot  coal  will  appreciate.  At  present  there  is  no 
improvement  in  selling  quotations. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  to  improve  in  demand  and  on  some 
kinds  there  is  a  stronger  feeling  as  regards  prices.  This  latter 
feature  is  clearly  the  result  of  car  shortage,  as  many  of  the  coal 
carrying  roads  have  experienced  so  heavy  an  increase  in  their 
general  freight  traffic  that  they  have  been  compelled  to  restrict 
the  number  of  cars  for  coal  service.  There  is  also  little  doubt 
that  the  insistence  of  the  rules  applying  to  demurrage  has  had 
the  effect  of  clearing  up  the  stocks  of  coal  held  by  shippers  on 
the  tracks  of  various  lines,  but  whatever  the  cause  the  effect  re¬ 
mains  and  the  result  is  a  more  stable  market,  while  demand  is 
more  regular.  This  latter  applies  equally'  to  steam  and  domestic 
coal,  and  as  stated  last  week  there  is  also  a  very  fair  demand  for 
fuel  for  threshing  purposes.  In  the  Northwestern  States  much  less 
than  50  per  cent  of  the  grain  has  been  threshed  and  a  large  tonnage 
of  coal  will  be  required  for  that  purpose.  This  season  of  late  fall 
opens  well  for  the  soft  coal  trade  of  the  West  and  there  is  not  a 
shadow  of  doubt  but  that  there  will  he  a  steadily  increasing  de¬ 
mand  for  coal  of  all  varieties.  Many'  large  industrial  concerns 
which  were  erected  and  completed  this  summer  are  commencing 
operations  and  the  demand  from  these  is  quite  an  item  in  the 
aggregate  tonnage  of  coal  now  called  for. 

Coke  is  in  moderate  to  fair  demand  and  prices  on  all  grades 
have  felt  the  steadying  effect  caused  by  the  restriction  in  the 
supply  of  box  cars  at  ovens.  Foundries  generally  are  running 
better  than  for  some  time  and  orders  are  more  regular.  Crushed 
coke  begins  to  move  rather  more  freely'. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  continued  inactivity  in 
the  anthracite  market  and  prices  are  lower  than  they  have  been  at 
any  time  this  year.  This,  together  with  the  fact  that  the  various 
interests  are  making  little  or  no  effort  to  maintain  current  figures, 
only  adds  to  the  discouragement  and  has  made  buyers  very  cau¬ 
tious  about  placing  orders  for  future  delivery.  However  the  de¬ 
moralization  has  not  as  yet  affected  the  better  grades  of  coal  and 
producers  decline  to  meet  the  low  prices  made  by  others.  As  it  is 
tmderstood  that  stocks  are  generally  very  low  an  account  of  the 
uncertainty  which  has  prevailed  for  several  months,  which  would 
indicate  that  a  large  tonnage  woidd  he  required  when  the  demand 
does  come,  there  is  a  feeling  in  some  circles  that  an  effort  will  be 
made  to  withstand  the  onslaughts  of  buyers  and  the  market  may 
be  sustained  by  the  stronger  interests.  Much  depends  upon  the 
producers;  if  they  force  business  there  will  be  further  declines, 
whereas  if  they  hold  aloof  there  would  be  a  fair  prospect  for  the 
matntenance  of  current  prices.  A  fair  tonnage  is  going  eastward 
for  storage,  hut  actual  orders  from  dealers  are  light.  Line  trade 
is  good,  dealers  are  ordering  more  freely  and  are  giving  prompter 
shipment.  The  Atlantic  sea  board  bituminous  coal  trade  is  some¬ 
what  more  active,  new  orders  rather  more  frequent,  which  keeps 
the  mines  running  about  full  time.  A  fair  amount  of  coal  is  go¬ 
ing  to  the  vSound  which  is  mostly  supplied  from  New  York  harbor. 
All-rail  business  is  inactive  on  account  of  the  very  low  prices. 
Comsiderable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  this  last  week  in  ob¬ 
taining  vessels,  accounted  for  by'  fogs  delay'ing  them  both  going 
and  returning  to  port.  The  contract  season  promises  to  open 
earlier  than  usual  and  already  certain  producers  are  eager  to  close 
up  business  for  next  y'ear,  while  prices  are  said  to  he  as  low  as 
ever.  A  few  years  ago  contracts  were  rarely  talked  of  before 
March  or  April.  Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  good  but 
the  car  supply  is  poor. 

Cincinnati  advices  are  that  the  market  has  been  disturbed  by 
the  arrival  of  large  runs  of  coal  from  Pittsburg  and  the  Kanawha 
Yalley.  Wholesale  prices  have  declined  but  at  retail  there  is,  as 
yet,  no  change.  Trade  generally  is  very  good.  'Phere  has  been 
no  change  made  in  prices  of  coal  loaded  on  cars  or  for  all-rail  coal.- 

Market  Review  continued  on  page  ^go. 
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PRICES  F.  O.  B.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 


October  26,  1898. 
Broken.  Egg. 

Companies  Free  Burning 

White  Ash .  $3-65  ^i-9° 

STEAM  SIZES. 


Stove. 

$4.15 


Pea...^... .  .  i.6i;-  2.00 

f  :;:::;.v::;;.v::.\v.\v.v.v.v.v.”v.v.v.v.v.v.' . 1.3^  •45 


Nut. 
$3-90 
.$2.00-^2.35 


AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 


White  ash 


Pink  ash. 


.$5.00 

5.50 


Red  ash .  . . V'i  “  ^ 

The  trading  in  the  anthracite  market  during  the  better  part  of  the  week 
has  been  of  decidedly  limited  proportions  and  has  brought  out  nothing  what¬ 
ever  of  fresh  interest.  The  stormy  weather  of  the  early  part  of  the  week 
showed  an  appreciable  improvement  in  some  directions,  especially  at  inland 
points,  where  buyers  showed  a  disposition  to  enter  the  market  and  contract  tor 
a  fair  portion  of  their  requirements,  which  gave  the  market  the  appearance  of 
the  crisis  being  passed,  but  with  the  milder  climate  of  the  last  few  days  it  is 
evident  that  the  trade  is  not  yet  by  any  means  out  of  the  woods.  Prices  are 
lower  to-day  than  they  have  been  at  any  time  this  year,  and  the  various  inter¬ 
ests  are  making  no  effort  to  conceal  the  fact  that  they  are  shading  prices  suf¬ 
ficiently  to  secure  such  business  as  may  be  offered.  This  status  has  given  the 
weak-kneed  an  opportunity  to  predict  all  sorts  of  unpleasant  things  for  the  trade, 
which  has  in  a  measure  rendered  it  somewhat  difficult  to  maintain  a  steady 
feeling  and  has  made  buyers  very  cautious  in  placing  their  orders  for  future 
delivery.  It  must,  however,  be  said  in  all  fairness  that  there  is  not  that  de¬ 
moralization  present  that  some  would  have  us  believe,  as  the  better  grades  of 
coal  are  not  meeting  the  low  figures  in  the  trade  and  are  holding  off  tor  a 
manifestation  of  a  better  tone,  when  buyers  will  take  some  interest  in  contract¬ 
ing  for  their  supplies.  Stocks  at  all  points,  we  understand,  are  very  low,  which 
would  indicate  that  a  large  tonnage  will  be  required  when  the  demand  is  in. 
There  has  been  some  talk  of  an  advance  in  prices  on  November  1st.  At  this 
time,  however,  it  is  not  thought  that  prices  will  be  advanced  from  the  present 
schedule,  or  until  the  asking  price  comes  nearer  to  the  list  figures.  Whether 
values  will  show  anv  further  reductions  it  would  be  hard  to  say  as  it  is  enurely 
dependent  upon  the'  weather  and  the  pressure  put  upon  dealers  to  take  liberal 
supplies.  Trade  Eastward  is  still  quiet,  though  there  is  a  fair  tonnap  going 
forward  to  this  market,  which  is  being  placed  in  storage  to  be  used  later  on. 
The  shoal  water  ports  are  still  taking  an  occasional  cargo  to  increase  their 
stocks  where  dealers  anticipate  a  protracted  cold  winter.  Since  trade  is  quite 
good  dealers  are  ordering  in  fair  quantities  and  are  urging  shipments  ^  all 
orders  placed.  Prices  are  weak  and  good  coals  are  being  offered  at  $d.60@o.b0 
f.  o.  b.  New  York  for  stove  coal. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  doing  a  fair  business;  new  orders 
come  in  in  about  sufficient  quantities  to  take  the  place  of  the  old  ones,  which  kpp 
the  mines  running  about  full  time  all  round.  The  far  East  is  sending,  besides 
the  usual  orders  on  regular  contracts,  some  new  business,  more  in  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  odds  and  ends  with  different  limitations  on  each  order,  but  they  are 
coming  forward  in  fair  quantities  and  are  making  up  in  total  what  they  lack 
in  individual  size.  The  Sound  trade  is  taking  a  fair  amount  of  coal,  mostly 
from  the  New  York  harbor  shipping  ports,  and  is  apparently  in  a  very  healthy 
state.  New  York  harbor  trade  is  quiet,  the  customary  amounts  of  coal  are  be- 
ing  taken  in  regular  periods  of  time.  All  rail  business  is  still  reduced,  though 
nobody  is  striving  very  hard  to  take  much  of  this  trade,  on  account  of  prices 
being  down  to  a  low  ebb.  The  difficulty  with  the  trade  this  week  has  been  in 
not  being  able  to  secure  vessel  tonnage.  Nobody  seems  to  know  exactly  where 
the  vessels  have  got  to,  though  the  usual  reason  is  given  which  probably  is  the 
correct  one,  of  fogs  delaying  them  both  ways.  Indeed,  in  several  cases  we 
have  known  of  delays  of  the  regular  tows  from  New  York  harbor  shipping 
ports  to  New  York,  and  where  it  has  affected  these  short  hauls  it  certainly 
would  affect  the  longer  hauls  along  the  coast  where  there  is  more  danger,  and 
then  again  it  Is  known  where  vessels  on  regular  trips  are  taking  a  great  deal 
longer  time  than  they  usually  do.  The  contract  season  bids  fair  to  open 
earlier  than  usual  as  we  hear  some  of  the  producers  are  seeking  to  close  up 
next  year’s  business  at  this  time,  and  the  prices  do  not  seem  to  be  any  better 
than  the  prevailing  ones.  The  contract  season  has  gradually  worked  around 
much  earlier  than  what  it  was.  A  few  years  ago  the  trade  hardly  opened  be¬ 
fore  March  and  not  much  trade  was  taken  until  April  and  continued  into  May, 
but  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  it  has  been  the  other  way  and  a  quantity  of 
trade  is  taken  before  the  first  of  the  year. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  almost  up  to  its  usual  condition,  and 
we  hear  of  no  complaints  from  coal  coming  through  slowly.  Car  supply  is  not 
good  and  embargoes  are  continued  strictly  in  force  to  the  disadvantage  of 
some  all  rail  trade.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  scarce  and  in  gooa 
demand  with  rates  strong  at  prevailing  quotations,  which  are  from  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  Boston,  Salem  and  Portsmouth,  85-90;  Portland,  80;  Providence,  New 
Bedford  and  the  Sound,  70-75;  Wareham  and  Beverly,  85  ;  Lynn  and  Bath, 
95-1.00;  Newburyport,  90-95;  Dover,  $1.15  and  towage;  Saco,  1.10-1.25  and 
towage;  Gardiner,  i.oo  and  towage;  Bangor,  i.oo-i.io.  The  further  lower 
ports  are  5  to  10  cents  above  these  rates. 

Captains  are  inclined  to  ask  for  ice  clauses  to  extremely  Eastern  ports. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  $k6o  to 

$1.75  f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia,  $1.25  to  $1.50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  $1.65  to 

$1.75  on  the  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  $2.10 
to  $2.20  on  the  higher  grades,  and  $1.60  to  $i.7S  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 

Until  November  16,  1898,  proposals  for  coal  for  the  Cleveland  State  Hos¬ 
pital,  Cleveland,  O.,  will  be  received.  The  amount  required  is  about  6,000 
tons. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

October  24,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  shows  no  new  features  since  the  occasion  of  our 
last  report,  it  being  still  in  a  waiting  condition  for  the  want  of  cooler  weather. 
Some  slight  improvement  has  been  noticed  along  points  in  the  interior,  but 
business  generally  has  little  snap  to  it  and  is  mostly  of  a  hand  to  mouth  char¬ 
acter.  The  uncertainty  in  prices  in  the  past  few  years  and  the  fact  that  figures 
have  shown  smaller  returns  for  the  fall  months  than  during  the  earlier  part  of 
the  year,  has  taught  buyers  to  use  an  extra  amount  of  caution  and  get  them 
in  the  way  of  buying  only  for  daily  needs,  which  we  must  admit  has  been  the 
wisest  policy  to  pursue,  where  the  maintenance  of  the  schedule  is  as  uncertain 
as  the  present  situation  would  indicate.  A  small  percentage  of  the  consumers 
are  calling  for  their  usual  winter  stock,  but  the  majority  of  householders  are 
apparently  still  indifferent  to  their  future  needs  and  will  hardly  now  put  in 
their  supply  before  the  advent  of  cooler  weather.  Trade  along  the  line  is  re¬ 
ported  quite  brisk  and  whereorders  are  received  from  this  consuming  territory, 
they  are  accompanied  by  a  request  for  urgent  shipment,  which  would  indicate 
that  stocks  are  very  light.  Trade  eastward  is  sending  forward  some  orders 
where  stocks  have  become  depleted  or  where  dealers  fear  a  delay  in  ship¬ 
ment  later  on  through  the  shortage  of  car  supply,  and  are  pressing  for  coal,  but 
this  is  not  general,  as  the  uncertainty  of  prices  in  that  market  is  anything  but 
an  inducement  for  heavy  buying  at  this  time.  We  understand  that  companies 
coals  are  offering  at  Boston,  through  bridges,  for  $3.90  a  ton.  This  shows  the 
tendency  of  the  market,  as  the  averages  on  Wyoming  stove  coal  for  Septem¬ 
ber  f.  o.  b.  NewYork  were  $3.69,  for  August,$3.75,for  July,  $3.77,  for  June,  $3.90. 
The  output  for  the  month  is  likely  to  be  large,  as  the  mines  are  being  kept  at 
pretty  full  time  and  will  continue  until  the  end  of  the  month. 

The  soft  coal  trade,  though  there  is  little  snap  to  it,  is  moving  a  good  deal 
of  tonnage.  Beside  the  regular  contract  orders  there  is  still  some  little  shoal 
water  business  doing,  and  with  other  odds  and  ends  keeps  the  mines  running 
pretty  full.  The  shipments  to  the  far  East  are  comparatiyely  the  largest,  as 
orders  have  been  coming  in  quite  freely  from  this  consuming  territory.  Sound 
business  is  good  but  shipments  to  these  points  are  made  almost  entirely  now 
from  the  New  York  harbor  shipping  ports,  owing  to  the  lower  ocean  freights. 
All  rail  trade  is  practically  nil,  this  business  having  in  the  past  few  years 
been  so  badly  cut-up  that  at  the  present  there  is  little  if  anything  in  it  and  pro¬ 
ducers  are  giving  it  little  attention.  We  hear  of  some  effort  being  made  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  to  close  up  some  large  contracts  for  1899,  which  looks  very  much 
as  though  the  contract  season  this  year  will  not  be  an  exception  to  that  of  the 
past  few  years  in  closing  up  the  bulk  of  the  contracts  before  the  first  of  the 
year.  The  prices  named  on  this  business  are  no  better  than  those  prevailing 
at  the  present  time.  . 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  good,  though  cars  are  still  reported 
short.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  scarce  and  in  dernand,  with 
rates  firm.  We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  as  follows:  k  rom  Philadelphia 
to  Boston,  Salem  and  Portsmouth,  85-90;  Portland,  80;  Sound  ports,  70-75; 
warehouse,  85;  Lynn  and  Bath,  95-1.00;  Newburyport,  90-95:  Dover,  1.15 
and  towage;  Saco,  1.10-1.25  and  towage;  Gardiner,  i.oo  and  towage;  Bangor, 

I.OO-I.IO. 

Ice  clauses  are  being  asked  by  captains  to  the  extreme  Eastern  ports. 


WHEELING,  W.  VA. 


October  27,  1898. 

The  present  condition  of  the  coal  and  coke  trade  in  West  Virginia  is  de¬ 
cidedly  unprofitable  to  the  writers  who  depend  upon  coal  news  for  a  liveli¬ 
hood,  but  It  is  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  coal  and  coke  producers.  There  is 
no  change  in  conditions  that  tends  to  make  news,  and  the  changes  are  so  slight 
as  to  warrant  the  statement  that  they  are  not  noticeable.  There  is  a  very  slow, 
steady  upward  movement,  which  has  been  in  force  for  weeks,  and  which  there 
is  reason  to  hope  will  continue  indefinitely.  In  the  Wheeling  district,  the  pro¬ 
ducers  of  coal  are  fully  employed,  and  the  approach  of  the  winter  season 
promises  to  cause  still  larger  demand  from  retail  dealers.  The  factory  and 
steam  trade  demands  are  steady,  and  today  there  is  not  a  single  fuel  consum¬ 
ing  manufacturing  plant  in  the  district  which  is  not  in  full  operation.  These  are 
taking  lots  of  coal,  and  are  taking  fully  one-half  more  coke  than  six  months  ago. 
The  movement  of  West  Virginia  coal  through  this  city  by  way  of  the  connecting 
railroads  is  larger  than  a  week  ago,  but  is  not  up  to  the  average  set  for  August 
and  September.  It  is  not  likely  that  the  figures  reached  in  those  two  months 
will  be  reached  again  before  spring. 

Over  the  river  in  the  eastern  Ohio  district,  there  is  but  little  change 
There  is  a  little  more  production,  but  still  the  mines  are  not  running  nearly 
up  to  capacity.  The  demand  from  the  west  and  lake  markets  is  light, 
comparatively,  and  the  demand  which  does  exist  is  not  filled  by  the  Ohio 
mines. 

In  the  Fairmont  region  the  mines  are  all  at  work,  and  the  coke  ovens  are 
doing  more  towards  blackening  the  heavens  and  creating  lurid  glows  than 
ever  before.  The  eastern  shipments  the  past  week  show  decided  growth, 
while  western  shipments  are  strong  and  steady. 

On  the  West  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg,  the  selling  agencies  are  taking 
all  the  coal  they  can  get,  and  the  opening  up  of  commerce  m  the  West  Indies 
and  South  America  has  bettered  the  demand,  which  was  strong  even  during 
the  war.  The  Davis  Coal  and  Coke  Company  has  another  new  mine  about 
ready  to  begin  shipping,  and  is  taking  quite  a  lot  of  coal  from  the  smaller 
mines  on  the  branch  lines. 

In  the  Norfolk  &  Western  region  there  is  no  change,  everything  being 
fully  employed.  Shipments  both  east  and  west  are  strong  and  steady. 

In  the  Kanawha  valley  the  rise  of  the  Ohio  the  past  week  has  had  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  clearing  up  about  all  the  coal  that  was  loaded.  Thousands  of  bushels 
were  sent  to  the  southern  markets  the  past  week  and  there  will  be  an  influx 
of  empty  barges  to  be  filled  within  a  few  days.  This  assures  that  there  wil 
be  a  larg'e  output  from  the  river  mines  for  a  month  or  two  at  least.  The  rail 
mines  are  doing  a  normal  business,  but  they  are  not  rushed. 

The  New  River  region  shows  no  change. 

At  Hametown,  Ohio,  the  Wagner  Coal  Company  struck  coal  in  their  new 
mine  last  week  and  will  be  ready  to  operate  it  soon. 
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All  the  anthracite  interests  which  have  yards  and  docks  on  the  river  re¬ 
port  a  good  tonnage  moving  out  to  the  dealer  trade,  while  at  many  of  the  rail 
yards  there  is  the  same  appearance  of  activity,  though  this  latter  is  largely  to 
apply  on  old  orders.  There  is,  however,  a  fair  amount  of  new  business,  which 
will  develop  into  activity  with  the  first  real  cold  snap  which  comes  swooping 
down  from  the  Northwest.  .Many  doamtown  dealers  report  that  so  far  the  ton¬ 
nage  sold  this  season  is  greater  than  that  sold  for  the  same  period  of  1897  ^nd 
that  a  large  proportion  of  their  customers  have  taken  their  full  quota  for  the 
winter.  There  is,  however,  a  large  class  of  consumers  who  buy  from  one  to 
three  or  four  tons  at  a  time,  who  have  only  just  commenced  to  put  in  their 
orders.  Not  a  few  of  the  larger  retailers  report  that  they  fully  expect  to  distri¬ 
bute  a  larger  tonnage  this  season  than  they  did  last,  but  they  are  not  disposed 
to  increase  their  orders  with  the  wholesalers  i  n  anticipation.  There  is  still 
quite  a  little  scarcity  of  chestnut  coal  and  some  shippers  say  that  “our  orders 
for  nut  coal  are  heavier  proportionately  than  for  the  other  sizes,  which  proba¬ 
bly  may  account  for  the  scarcity  of  this  size,  as  shipments  generally  have  been 
larger  than  usual  this  season.”  Prices  either  at  wholesale  or  retail  have  not 
improved  nor  is  any  betterment  looked  for,  unless  the  shortage  of  cars,  the 
advent  of  colder  weather  and  an  increased  demand  tend  to  bring  it  about. 
Current  figures  are  $4.35@4.5o  at  wholesale  for  standard  gradis  of  hard  coal, 
and  $5.25@5  50  at  retail. 

All  shippers  of  soft  coal  are  a  unit  in  saying  that  there  is  a  steady  im¬ 
provement  in  the  demand.  Tnis  is  not  only  on  orders  to  apply  on  contracts 
but  also  in  new  business.  There  is  little  doubt  expressed  by  the  trade  at 
large  that  there  will  be  an  increased  consumption,  of  bituminous  coal  this  year, 
as  not  only  has  there  been  a  considerable  accession  to  manufacturing  inter" 
ests  in  and  around  the  city,  but  the  natural  increase  in  population  will  add 
largely  to  the  tonnage  required  for  the  coming  winter.  There  is  much  com¬ 
plaint  of  the  scarcity  of  spot  coal,  and  in  many  of  the  outlying  districts  around 
the  city,  dealers’  sheds  this  week  have  run  short  of  steam  as  well  as  domestic 
coal.  This  has  been  caused  by  the  vigorous  enactment  of  the  dumurrage  law 
which  has  been  in  effect  during  the  past  two  weeks,  causing  a  general  clear¬ 
ance  of  coal  from  switches  and  sidetracks,  where  it  had  been  stored.  Besides 
this,  there  is  an  unusual  shortage  of  cars,  partly  because  the  railroads  are 
using  many  flats  for  ballast  in  getting  .their  roads  into  good  shape  for  the  win¬ 
ter  and  partly  on  account  of  the  generally  increased  activity  in  miscellaneous 
freight  traffic  which  pays  better  than  coal.  Again,  the  unusually  cold  weather 
during  the  present  month  has  created  a  better  demand  for  domestic  coal  and 
shippers  were  caught  more  or  less  unprepared,  the  result  being  that  there  is 
still  quite  a  little  scarcity  of  coal  available  for  prompt  shipment.  Prices  all 
along  the  line  are  consequently  firmer  and  some  slight  advances  are  asked  on 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

October  27,  1898. 

Coal  men  report  a  continued  heavy  demand  for  bituminous  coal,  but  are 
unable  to  report  as  yet  any  change  in  prices.  The  market,  however,  is  ex¬ 
tremely  firm  and  the  outlook  good  for  a  rise  in  price.  There  is  a  great  scar¬ 
city  of  cars  in  this  district,  owing,  it  is  said,  to  a  diversion  of  rolling  stock  to 
meet  the, shipping  demand  from  Ohio  ports  before  the  close  of  navigation. 
The  condition  of  the  anthracite  market  remains  unchanged.  Quotations  are 
as  follows: 

For  anthracite  coal,  2,240  pounds,  delivered  free  on  board  of  vessels  at 
Buffalo,  prices  on  May  i  were:  $4.30  for  grate;  $4-55  for  egg,  stove  and  chest¬ 
nut;  retail,  within  the  city  limits,  2,000  pounds,  delivered  May  1,84.50  on  grate; 
84.75  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  and  $1  for  pea.  Blossberg  sells  at  84. 

For  bituminous  coal,  2,000  pounds  car  lots  on  track,  Buffalo,  Allegheny 
region,  screened  lump,  8i.6o;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  81.50;  run  of  mine,  81.40; 
nut  and  slack  mixed, 81*25;  slack, 81. 15.  Reynoldsville  region,  screened  lump,' 
81.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  $1.60;  run  of  mine,  81.50;  nut  and  slack  mixed, 
81.30;  slack,  81.20.  Pittsburg  region,  screened  lump,  81.70;  lump  and  nut 
mixed,  81.60;  run  of  mine,  81.50;  nut,  81.50;  slack.  Si. 20.  Fairmont  region, 
screened  lump,  81.70;  lump  and  nut  mixed,  $1.60;  run  of  mine,  81.50;  slack, 
81.20.  Mercer  County  region,  screened  lump,  81.60;  lump  and  nut  mixed, 
81.50;  run  of  mine,  81.40;  slack,$i.i5.  Briar  Hill  region,  screened  lump,  83.35 ; 
Cannel  coal.  No.  1,  84. 

Coke  is  quoted  at  83.15  for  Reynoldsville  and  84.05  for  Connellsville  per 
net  ton  in  car  lots  on  tracks. 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  October  22  aggre¬ 
gated  76,200  tons,  distributed  as  follows:  Chicago  26,650,  Duluth  17,650,  Mil¬ 
waukee  14,300,  Superior  3,400,  Toledo  5,500,  Lake  Linden  2,100,  Racine  2,100, 
Gladstone  2,300,  Marquette  2,200. 

The  feature  of  the  week  has  been  the  sharp  and  somewhat  unexpected 
rise  in  coal  freights  to  Lake  Michigan  from  30c  to  50c  per  ton.  Freights  now 
prevailing  are  as  follows:  Chicago  50c,  Milwaukee  50c,  Duluth  20c,  Superior 
20c,  Toledo  25c,  Lake  Linden  40c,  Gladstone  20c.  The  sudden  rise  in  freights 
to  Lake  Michigan,  which  took  place  at  the  end  of  last  week,  was  not  due  to 
any  great  amount  of  coal  seeking  shipment,  but  to  the  high  rates  now  prevail¬ 
ing  on  the  lakes  for  other  commodities.  'With  freights  on  wheat  from  Duluth 
to°Buffalo  at  3>^c  per  bushel;  corn,  Chicago  to  Buffalo,  3c  per  bushel,  and  ore 
from  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  to  Lake  Erie,  $1.00  per  ton,  vessels  find  it 
more  profitable  to  avoid  the  delays  incident  to  unloading  coal  cargoes  than  to 
carry  coal  at  30c  per  ton.  There  is  a  certain  class  of  vessels  which  must 
always  carry  some  coal  westbound  for  ballast  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and 
with  the  small  amount  of  coal  going  forward  to  Lake  Superior,  this  class  of 
vessels  has  been  able  to  handle  the  Lake  Superior  business  at  ballast  rates. 
The  Lake  Superior  rate  has  therefore  remained  quiet  at  20c  per  ton. 

A  prominent  coal  man  here  says  there  is  aosolutely  no  new  feature  this 
week  in  the  anthracite  business  or  to  lake  shipments.  The  amount  of  coal 
going  forward  is  a  little  larger  than  last  week  solely  because  last  week  when 
the  30c  rate  prevailed,  there  was  a  scarcity  of  vessels  willing  to  take  cargoes 
at  that  rate.  This  week  there  is  no  more  coal  here,  but  at  the  50c  rate  a  good 
many  vessels  are  glad  to  take  cargoes.  The  result  will  be  a  somewhat  larger 
movement  of  coal  this  week  and  an  excess  instead  of  deficiency  in  the  supply 
of  vessels.  The  same  authority  predicts,  however,  that  the  50c  rate  will  not 
be  reduced  by  the  excessive  supply  of  vessels,  but  will  probably  hold  for  the 
balance  of  the  season.  Coal  freights  at  this  port  never  have  declined  at  this 
season  of  the  year. 


many  of  the  better  grades  of  domestic  as  well  as  steam  coal.  The  soft  coal 
market  as  a'  whole  shows  an  appreciable  improvement. 

Foundry  coke  is  in  fair  demand  locally  and  from  nearby  towns,  and  prices 
show  more  steadiness.  Shippers  of  crushed  coke  report  a  fair  inquiry  and  a 
good  many  orders  were  placed  during  the  week. 


CONNELLSVILLE,  PA. 

October  22,  1898. 

The  coke  trade  in  the  Connellsville  region  last  week  showed  still  more 
gratifying  gains  as  compared  with  the  week  previous.  The  upward  move¬ 
ment  was  continued  in  both  demindand  production,  shipments  especially 
giving  evidence  of  that  increase  in  the  iron  market  which  has  been  develop¬ 
ing  for  the  past  four  weeks.  Tne  output  of  the  Connellsville  region  is  now 
not  only  larger  than  it  was  at  any  time  since  May,  but  it  is  also  much  larger 
than  daring  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  At  the  present  rate  of 
production  the  output  of  coke  would  be  7,603.000  tons,  but  unless  production 
increases  slightly  during  the  remaining  weeks  of  the  yeir,  the  production  will 
not  be  that  large,  as  the  average  weekly  production  between  May  and  October 
has  not  reached  more  than  140,000  tons.  Tne  iron  trade  continues  very  active. 
Every  furnace,  with  two  exceptions,  in  the  Pittsburg  district  is  now  in  blast, 
and  all  records  are  being  broken,  as  a  result  of  which  the  production  for  the 
year  will  probably  reach  the  enormius  figure  of  12,000,000  tons,  or  3.000,000 
tons  more  than  the  pro  luction  of  last  ye  ir.  Ttie  orders  for  work  on  bridges 
and  other  structural  work  has  caused  a  sharp  demand  for  skilled  labor,  and 
architects  and  mechanical  engineers  are  in  great  demand. 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,ooo  p  junds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it.  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption,  are  as  follows: 

To  Pittsburg . $0.55  To  St.  Louis,  Mo . $2.90 


To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley . 1.10 

To  Cleveland,  O . 1.40 

To  Buffalo.  N.  Y . 1.75 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 2.10 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 1.75 

To  Toledo,  O . 2.05 

To  Columbus,  O . 1-45 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . 2.25 

To  Louisville,  Ky . 2.75 

To  Chicago.  Ill . 2.25 


To  East  St.  Louis . 2.25 

To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

To  loliet.  Ill . 2.25 

To  Peoria,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Baltimore . 1.95 

To  Boston . 3.50 

To  Montreal,  Can . 3.9154 

To  New  York . 2.94 

To  Philadelphia . 2.15 


The  coal  miners’  strike  in  Western  Kentucky  appears  to  be  spreading. 
The  men  were  getting  50  cents  per  ton  and  struck  for  an  advance  to  66  cents 
which  the  operators  promptly  refused. 


BOSTON,  MASS. 

October  26,  1898. 

The  call  for  anthracite  is  still  small  notwithstanding  the  continued  low 
prices.  The  companies  are  making  concessions  as  great  as  ever,  and  as  a  re¬ 
sult  the  individual  operator  is  getting  but  a  slight  chance  to  sell,  the  difference 
between  his  price  and  that  of  the  companies  being  so  slight. 

We  understand  city  dealers  are  fairly  well  stocked  with  coal,  but  those  in 
the  country  have  been  light  buyers  so  far  this  season. 

The  companies  prices  on  free  burning  white  ash  coals,  net  New  York,  are 
as  follows;  Stove,  83.50;  egg,  83.25;  free  broken,  83-io;  chestnut,  83-25-  Individ¬ 
ual  operators  sell  i5@2o  cents  under  these  prices. 

There  is  no  new  business  materializing.  Most  deliveries  are  on  old  orders. 
Prices  are  unchanged. 

Freight  rates  continue  full  and  firm  as  last  week,  the  offerings  of  vessels 
being  quite  as  light. 

Rates  are  as  follows;  From  New  York,  55@6oc;  from  Philadelphia, 8o@85c; 
from  Baltimore,  85@90c;  from  Newport  News,  8o@85c;  and  from  Norfolk, 

8o@85c.  ...  .  ,  ■  t  u 

Business  among  the  retailers  is  quite  good,  but  there  is  complaint  of  the 
mild  weather,  which  retards  buying.  Prices  are  unchanged. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

October  26,  1898. 

This  market  is  very  much  disturbed  this  week  by  the  arrival  of  at  least 
2,000,000  bushels  of  Kanawha  coal,  and  4.5*20.000  bushels  of  coal  from  Pitts¬ 
burg.  The  retail  trade  has  been  excellent,  but  the  receipt  of  such  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  coal  naturally  makes  the  buyer  look  for  lower  prices,  and  as  the 
retail  dealer  buys  for  less  money,  the  retail  buyer  looks  for  his  co.al  at  a  reduc¬ 
tion  also.  The  reduction  was  promptly  made  in  the  wholesale  price,  but  thus 
far  the  retail  dealers  have  resisted  all  attempts  to  reduce  the  retail 
price.  Whether  this  will  be  done  during  the  next  few  days  remains  to  be  seen. 
Trade  generally  is  very  good,  and  if  the  retail  dealers  show  only  a  small 
amount  of  nerve,  they  can  easily  retain  the  present  rate  of  82.25  a  ton  for  all 
kinds  of  soft  coal  delivered.  Pittsburg  coal  wholesale  is  selling  at  cents  a 
bushel  by  the  barge  afloat  in  the  river.  No  changes  have  been  made  in  the 
wholesale  price  for  coal  loaded  on  cars  here,  or  for  all  rail  coal.  Dealers  want 
from  81  65  to  81.75  a  ton  for  this  coal  on  tracks  here.  Anthracite  is  stiff  at 
former  prices,  namely,  85-75  to  86.oo  a  ton  delivered.  Nut  and  slack  is  offered 
freely  at  yi  cents  a  bushel  by  the  barge. 
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riTTSBURG,  PA. 

October  27,  1898. 

The  local  coal  trade  has  shown  nothing  new  for  several  weeks  past.  The 
consumption  of  coal  among  the  mills  and  factories  of  the  Pittsburg  district  is 
increasing  somewhat,  and  the  cold  snap  has  made  a  greater  demand  for  do¬ 
mestic  purposes.  On  the  whole  the  trade  is  in  its  usual  condition  with  much 
more  coal  than  can  be  disposed  of  for  anything  like  paying  prices.  The  car 
supply  among  the  railroad  mines  is  better  than  it  was  a  short  time  ago.  In  the 
river  district  conditions  have  not  changed  within  the  past  week.  During  the 
last  rise  about  4,000,000  bushels  were  sent  to  the  lower  market.  This  was  a 
very  small  anmunt  for  this  season,  as  it  should  have  been  at  least  10,000,000 
bushels.  The  river  mines  are  working  fairly  well  and  putting  out  a  little  more 
coal  than  they  have  done  for  some  weeks  past,  as  the  mill  demand  is  holding 
up  quite  well.  Prices  show  no  change.  River  coal  on  wharf  is  still  quoted  at 
3>^c  per  bushel  for  lump,  run  of  mine  25^c  and  slack  2%c.  Railroad  coal,  82c 
per  ton  at  mine,  |1.07  f.  o.  b.  Pittsburg. 

Your  correspondent  interviewed  a  number  of  representative  Pittsburg 
coal  men  today,  on  trade  conditions  and  prospects.  The  recent  arbitration  of 
the  question  as  to  what  should  be  the  rate  of  mining  at  the  Jones  mines  in  the 
fourth  pool  has  caused  renewed  disc  ussion  of  that  old  bone  of  contention,  the 
differential  between  the  upper  and  lower  pools.  The  board  has  decided  that 
under  the  Chicago  agreement  the  Jones  Company  must  pay  66c  per  100  bush¬ 
els,  the  rate  for  thin  vein  mining.  Mr.  John  H.  Jones  in  talking  of  this  award, 
said:  “The  undoubted  tendency  is  to  knock  out  the  differential.  In  January 
the  question  is  to  be  again  taken  up,  but  meantime  our  miners  are  being  paid 
the  66-cent  rate.  Trade  is  slow,  but  improving.” 

Capt.  J.  N.  Bunton,  of  Joseph  Walton  &  Co.,  says:  “The  differential  was 
established  years  ago,  when  toll  had  to  be  paid  and  the  upper  pool  product 
was  much  harder  to  sell  than  it  is  now.  Now  cheapness  is  the  main  requisite 
and  fourth  pool  coal  finds  a  much  better  market.  The  differential  must  go,  as 
trade  development  has  placed  all  the  pools  nearer  a  level.  Free  navigation 
has  brought  the  coal  operator  no  more  money.  The  consumer  has  already 
been  given  the  benefit,  which  amounted  to  about  one-fourth  of  a  cent  per 
bushel.  In  fact  free  navigation  has  tended  to  further  assist  the  fourth  pool 
operators  as  their  tolls  were  the  highest.  This,  with  the  lower  rate  of  mining, 
has  greatly  developed  the  upper  pools.  The  great  trouble  with  the  Monon- 
gahela  coal  trade  is  over  production  and  the  competition  from  West  Virginia. 
At  Cincinnati  the  railroads  have  joined  with  the  coal  producers  in  getting  the 
West  Virginia  product  in  that  market,  which  Monongahela  coal  once  held 
entirely.  The  efforts  of  the  Southern  roads  to  assist  Alabama  operators  in 
reloading  coal  for  the  sugar  plantation  trade  have  not  been  very  successful  so 
far.  Sugar  boiling  is  a  process  requiring  good  fuel,  and  the  sugar  producers 
seem  to  look  beyond  the  mere  question  of  cheapness,  hence  thfey  still  prefer 
Monongahela  coal.  If  other  consumers  took  the  same  sensible  view  our  trade 
would  be  m  a  better  shape.”  ,  ,  , 

A  member  of  the  Blyth  Coal  Co.  gave  some  idea  of  the  development  of 
the  coal  industry  in  this  section  during  the  past  few  years.  “Not  a  great 
while  ago,”  said  he,  “a  mine  was  reached  by  a  big  output  when  it  ran  7,000 
bushels  in  a  day.  Now  20,000  bushels  is  nothing  unusual.  While  produc¬ 
tion  has  increased  at  this  rate,  consumption  has  not  kept  up,  and  this  is  the 
whole  trouble  with  the  coal  trade  just  now.  The  railroad  mines  get  no  chance  at 
the  local  Pittsburg  mill  trade,  as  that  is  supplied  entirely  by  the  river.  Railroad 
freigtu  rates  remain  too  high  to  allow  us  to  compete  with  river  coal.  And  the 
worst  of  it  is  that  in  spite  of  the  present  overproduction  new  mines  are  being 
opened  every  little  while,  so  trade  prospects  in  our  line  offer  mighty  little  en¬ 
couragement.”  _ 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

October  27,  1898. 

There  has  been  a  distinct  change  for  the  better  all  along  the  line  in 
the  bituminous  market  here  the  past  ten  days,  both  as  to  volume  of  business 
and  prices.  Summer  weather  extended  unusually  far  into  the  fall  months  this 
year,  and  genuinely  wintry  weather  did  not  set  in  until  last  week.  It  has  kept 
It  up  since  and  belated  business  is  now  rushing  in  with  a  vim.  A  large  num¬ 
ber  of  the  mines  which  have  been  closed  down  have  started  up  across  the 
river,  and  receipts  at  East  St.  Louis  are  now  averaging  650  cars  a  day  against 
about  450  last  month.  There  is  a  shortage  of  cars,  and  even  with  the  in¬ 
creased  shipments  it  is  difficult  to  get  enough  coal,  especially  of  standard 
grades,  to  supply  the  demand.  Standard  coal,  car  lots,  f .  o.  b..  East  St.  Louis, 
is  now  quoted  at  $1.05,  Ji.io,  against  95  cents  ten  days  ago. 

No  coal  can  be  obtained  at  less  than  $1.05  and  no  great  quantities  at  that. 
Prices  are  expected  to  go  higher.  There  is  also  a  stiffening  in  the  higher 
grades.  On  this  side  standard  coal  has  been  advanced  to  7  cents  per  bushel 
on  track  at  the  switch  yards.  Anthracite  has  also  felt  the  impetus  of  the 
colder  weather  and  the  retail  price  delivered  of  $6.25  and  $6.50  is  pretty  well 
maintained  for  the  first  time  this  year.  There  is  a  shortage  of  chestnut  on 
this  market  and  it  would  probably  be  impossible  to  place  an  order  for  ten  cars 
today  with  immediate  delivery  guaranteed. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

October  22,  1898. 

During  the  week  there  have  been  the  following  deliveries  of  coal:  Eight 
from  Washington,  19,505  tons;  two  from  British  Columbia.  7,734  tons;  one 
from  Australia,  i,6oo  tons;  one  from  Oregon,  420  tons;  total,  29,259  tons.  The 
amount  received  this  week  is  just  about  our  actual  weekly  consumption,  so 
that  the  quantity  now  in  yard  will  remain  undisturbed.  No  change  in  prices; 
wholesalers  report  a  good  trade;  the  retailers’  sales  have  diminished  this  week, 
caused  by  a  co:itinunion  of  warm  weather;  their  turn  will  come  again  shortly 
when  our  winter  storms  set  in.  The  mail  just  at  hand  from  Australia  reports 
a  number  of  vessels  that  will  shortly  load  with  coal  for  here.  Freight  ejuota- 
tations  for  early  loading  are  linn,  but  lower  figures  are  named  for  later  de¬ 
liveries.  There  yet  seems  an  uncertainty  about  the  prices  at  the  various  col¬ 
lieries  in  Australia  for  1899,  still  the  general  belief  is  that  higher  figures  will 
prevail.  Foreign  coals  cm  a  small  figure  in  our  local  supplies,  as  fully  ninet  y 
per  cent  of  the  quantity  of  fuel  now  utilized  is  drawn  from  our  coast  collieries ; 
this  of  course  is  mainly  attributable  to  our  cereal  crop  failure  of  last  season, 
which  has  diverted  foreign  vessels  from  seeking  this  port. 


COAL  IN  RUSSIA. 

According  to  a  writer  in  Harper’s  Magazine  the  Russian  Government 
forces  the  consumption  of  the  home  product  and  adds:  “The  Moscow  coal 
looked  to  me  very  like  the  earthly  lignite  found  under  the  bunchgrass  in  South 
Dakota.  By  imposing  a  duty  on  imported  coal,  varying  from  $2  a  ton  to  90 
cents  a  ton,  according  to  whether  they  are  Black  Sea,  Western  frontier  or 
Baltic  imports,  and  by  reducing  the  freight  rates  on  Russian  coal,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  is  trying  to  force  the  consumption  of  the  home  product.  What  it  advises 
it  also  practices;  for  I  found  that  on  the  war  vessels  on  the  Baltic,  stokers 
from  the  Black  Sea  are  being  employed  to  fire  the  furnaces  and  to  drill  the 
Baltic  stokers  in  the  use  of  the  peculiar  coal  of  Southern  Russia,  which,  though 
it  is  the  best  the  country  affords,  yields  its  inferior  qualities  only  to  adept 
handling.  This  is  purely  a  defensive  course — the  policy  of  a  government  first 
of  all  military  and  warlike.  It  is  pursued  with  a  view  to  render  Russia  inde¬ 
pendent  in  time  of  war.  In  scores  of  important  matters — in  every  way  that 
IS  practical — the  Government  is  compelling  the  people  to  develop  Russian 
resources  and  rely  upon  them.  This  is  in  order  to  discount  the  effects  of  a 
stoppage  of  imports  during  a  great  war.  The  importation  of  foreign  coal 
seems,  however,  to  be  a  necessity  in  some  lines  of  manufacture,  for,  despite 
the  very  heavy  tax  upon  it,  the  quantity  brought  in  has  been  slowly  increas¬ 
ing  of  late.  It  amounts  to  only  2,000.000  tons  of  coal  and  coke,  but  the  home 
extraction  is  only  a  little  over  four  times  as  much. 

There  is  a  great  store  of  iron  at  Elizavetpol,  but  it  is  so  heavily  associated 
with  titanium,  and  this  is  so  expensive  to  cast  off,  that  it  is  not  believed  it  can 
be  properly  worked.  A  h^rench  engineer,  who  studied  the  Caucasus  products 
in  1897,  said  that  this  ore  is  of  so  little  value  that  mountains  of  it  in  the  United 
States  are  considered  worthless,  and  passed  over  by  capital.  In  order  to  work 
it  at  all,  coke  is  necessary,  and  there  is  no  coking  coal  in  the  region.  A  Rus¬ 
sian  engineer,  interested  in  developing  the  country,  assures  me  that  a  coal 
that  will  produce  coke  has  been  found  at  a  place  30  versts  from  Katois,  but 
this  is  yet  to  be  demonstrated.  Katois,  by  the  way,  is  the  place  to  which  the 
Argonauts  came,  and  whence  they  brought  back  the  Gorgon’s  head,  with  its 
flaming  eyes,  its  hair  of  snakes  and  its  appearance  of  fearful  ferocity,  the 
whole  being  symbolical  of  the  fever-producing  climate  and  fierce  wild  beasts 
which  still  render  the  locality  one  to  be  avoided.  The  coal,  which,  perhaps, 
gave  flame  to  the  Gorgon’s  eyes,  is  in  character  something  between  lignite  and 
anthracite — a  high  grade  of  lignite  I  am  told. 


Market  Review  continued  from  page  ^8y. 

Philadelphia  advices  are  that  the  anthracite  trade  is  waiting  the 
advent  of  cooler  weather.  Buyers  of  all  degfees  are  acting  very 
conservatively  in  their  purchases  for  future  delivery.  The  output 
for  October  is  expected  to  be  large  as  nearly  all  the  mines  are  run¬ 
ning  full  time.  The  soft  coal  trade  is  only  moderate,  as  there  is 
not  very  much  new  business  offering  except  on  on  contracts  for 
next  year ;  on  which  consumers  expect  and  indeed  offer  low  prices. 

West  Virginia  advices  are  that  there  is  a  steady  v:pward  move¬ 
ment  which  has  been  slowly  gathering  force  for  weeks.  In  the 
Fairmont  district  all  mines  .are  working,  the  coke  ovens  are  glow¬ 
ing,  eastern  shipments  are  increasing  and  western  shipments  are 
strong  and  steady.  On  the  West  Virginia  Central,  the  selling 
agencies  are  taking  all  the  coal  they  can  get,  while  the  renewal 
of  commercial  relations  with  the  West  Indies  and  the  opening  up 
of  trade  with  South  America  has  bettered  the  demand  considerably. 
In  the  Norfolk  and  Western  region  mines  and  coke  ovens  are 
fully  employed  and  shipments  active  both  east  and  west.  The 
rise  of  the  river  in  the  Kanawha  Valley  cleared  out  about  two 
million  bushels  of  coal  for  the  southern  markets.  The  rail  mines 
are  doing  well  but  are  not  rushed.  In  the  New  Rivar  region  coal 
and  coke  are  active. 

Our  St.  Louis  correspondent  reports  a  distinct  change  for  the 
better  in  the  bituminous  market  during  the  past  ten  days  both  in 
volume  of  business  and  in  prices.  Demand  has  been  such  as  to 
start  up  a  number  of  mines  across  the  river  which  had  been  closed 
down.  Receipts  at  East  St.  Louis,  which  averaged  450  cars  a  day 
in  September,  now  average  650  cars.  There  is  quite  a  shortage  of 
cars  and  even  with  the  increased  .shipments  it  is  difficult  to  obtain 
enough  coal,  especially  standard  grades.  Prices  are  advancing 
and  the  market  quite  stiff.  Anthracite  coal  is  firmer  and  a 
notable  shortage  is  reported  in  chestnut. 

Buffalo  advices  are  that  there  is  a  heavy  demand  for  bituminous 
coal,  prices  firm  and  the  tendency  upward.  Anthracite  coal  is  in 
fair  demand.  A  great  scarcity  of  cars  is  noted,  owing,  it  is  said, 
to  the  diversion  of  rolling  stock  to  Ohio  ports  before  the  close  of 
navigation.  Shipments  of  coal  westward  by  lake  for  the  week 
ending  October  22  aggregated  76,200  tons,  distributed  as  follows; 
Chicago,  26,650  tons;  Duluth,  17,650  tons;  Milwaukee,  14,300 
tons;  Superior,  3,400  tons;  Toledo,  5,500  tons;  Lake  Linden, 
2,000  tons;  Racine,  2,000  tons;  Gladstone,  2,300  tons,  and  Mar¬ 
quette,  2,200  tons.  Freight  rates  are  50  cents  to  Chicago  and 
Milwaukee;  Lake  Linden,  40  cents;  Duluth  and  Superior,  20 
cents,  and  Toledo,  25  cents. 


Colorado  now  stands  tenth  in  the  line  of  coal  producing  states  of  the 
United  States.  In  1897  Colorado  had  ninety-seven  mines,  where  2,649,042 
short  tons  were  loaded  for  shipment. 
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The  attention  of  coal  operators  and  the  trade  generally  is  called  to  the 
“Want  Column”  on  page  502. 

♦  ♦ 

The  city  council  of  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  will  receive  proposals  for  coal  for 
the  water  works  until  November,  14,  1898. 

♦  * 

Mr.  W.  H.  Johnson,  Mendota,  Ill.,  being  short  of  miners,  went  to  Pontiac 
this  week  and  secured  about  twenty  men. 

*  * 

Thomas  D.  Risher,  died  in  Pittsburg  last  week, aged  67  years.  He  was  a 
prominent  coal  operator  and  was  well  known  from  Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans. 

* 

*  * 

In  the  Shenandoah,  Pa.,  anthracite  district  several  collieries  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Reading  had  to  suspend  operations  last  week  on  account  of  a 
shortage  of  cars, 

*  * 

The  Davis  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  Piedmont,  W.  Va.,  has  another  new  mine 
on  the  West  Virginia  Central  about  ready  for  shipping  and  is  taking  quanti¬ 
ties  of  coal  from  the  smaller  mines  on  the  branch  lines  of  that  road. 

Mr.  John  J.  Hayes,  Western  Union  Building,  Chicago,  coal  and  coke,  has 
issued  a  neat  and  heavy  card  calendar  for  November  and  December,  just  the 
thing  for  desk  use.  Send  your  address  and  receive  one  by  return  mail. 

**  * 

Shipments  of  coal  from  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  are  being  made  at  the 
rate  of  500  to  550  cars  daily.  Crops  have  been  good  and  the  people  of 
the  northwest  have  money  to  buy  coal,  orders  for  which  they  are  placing  freely. 

*** 

It  is  reported  from  Pottsville,  Pa.,  that  buckweat  coal  is  to  be  substituted 
for  bituminous  coal  on  the  smaller  class  engines  on  the  Philadelphia  &  Read¬ 
ing  system.  The  company  has  a  large  supply  of  the  former  kind  of  fuel  on 
hand. 

***  1  •  j  r 

It  is  said  that  many  manufacturers  in  Germany  have  complained  ot  a 

combine  among  the  coal  producers  of  their  country,  and  it  is  likely  that  a 

movement  will  be  made  against  them,  as  the  manufacturers  claim  they  are 

a  menace  to  the  prosperity  of  the  nation. 

* 

A  correspondent  at  Sharon,  Pa.,  writes:  The  case  of  the  Filer  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  against  several  miners  who  were  charged  with  having  incited  other  men 
to  strike,  came  up  for  trial  at  Mercer  last  week.  They  were  found  guilty,  and 
upon  refusing  to  pay  costs,  were  sentenced  to  jail  for  an  indefinite  term. 

A  letter  from  Superior,  Wis.,  says:  “October  will  be  the  banner  month  as 
far  as  coal  shipments  are  concerned,  at  the  head  of  the  lakes.  At  the  present 
rate  of  the  coal  movement  out  of  the  head  of  the  lakes  there  will  be  16,000 
cars  shipped  in  October.  The  heaviest  preceding  October  was  15,822  cars  of 
coal.” 

*** 

The  Western  Coal  and  Dock  Co.,  of  Chicago,  awarded  the  contract  for 
its  big  coal  handling  plant  on  the  Elgin,  Joliet  &  Eastern  R.  R.  slip  at  Wau¬ 
kegan,  Ill.,  to  Thomas  Phee,  of  this  city.  The  building  will  be  735  by  250 
feet  and  it  will  be  erected  this  fall  and  winter,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  use  next 
spring.  ^ 

The  funeral  of  the  late  J.  L.  Hathaway,  the  “dean”  of  the  coal  trade  of 
Chicago,  which  occurred  on  Tuesday,  October  25,  was  well  attended  by  his 
confreres.  A  full  notice,  together  with  the  “resolutions”  testifying  to  the  high  re¬ 
gard  and  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  coal  trade  at  large,  appears  on 
another  page. 

At  Carlinville,  Ill.,  October  27,  the  coroner’s  jury  returned  a  verdict  as  to 
the  deaths  of  the  men  killed  in  the  Virden  riots.  The  verdict  stated  that  the 
men  came  to  their  deaths  by  gunshot  wounds  inflicted  by  weapons  “in  the 
hands  of  parties  unknown  to  us.”  No  one  was  censured  and  no  suggestions 
were  made  to  the  grand  jury. 

*** 

Mr.  W.  L.  Schmick,  northwestern  sales  agent  of  the  Consolidated  Coal 
Company,  of  St.  Louis,  was  in  Chicago  this  week,  and  remarked  that  the 
scarcity  of  cars  was  as  noticeable  there  as  it  was  elsewhere.  He  attributes  it  to 
the  fact  that  October  is  usually  the  banner  month  for  railroad  traffic  and  that 
most  of  the  Western  systems  have  their  car  and  motive  power  capacity  fully 
engaged.  ^ 

A  Boston  paper,  of  October  25,  states  that  Pocahontas  coal  is  being  offered 
ior  next  year’s  business  at  $2.20  alongside  New  York  harbor,  and  at  St.50  to 
$1.60  f.  o.  b.  vessel  at  Norfolk,  Va.  [This  we  know  to  be  untrue  and  the  state¬ 
ment  utterly  without  founcfa.'.on.  It  is  such  unveracious  and  wild  reports  as 
these  which  appear  in  daily  papers  that  cause  disturbance  in  the  ma  ket. 
Editor.]  • 


Mr.  C.  K. Pittman,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  shipper  of  coal  and  coke, 
returned  this  week  from  Colorado,  where  he  had  spent  several  weeks  hunting 
and  fishing.  Mr.  Pittman  enjoyed  his  trip  and  says:  “Colorado’s  fine  bracing 
air  makes  it  an  ideal  country  for  a  brief  holiday,  and  I  feel  greatly  invigor¬ 
ated.” 

*  'Jfi 

A  discovery  of  coal  has  been  made  near  Sloggett  Bay,  on  the  Island  of 
Terra  del  Fuego,  by  Commanner  Nunez  of  the  Argentine  Navy.  He  reports 
extensive  outcrops,  indicating  the  existence  of  a  thick  seam.  Analysis  and 
tests  of  the  coal  show  it  to  be  of  much  better  ciuality  than  the  lignite  hereto¬ 
fore  found  in  Argentina. 

^  * 

The  Buffalo  &  Lockport  railway  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
steam  road  in  the  world  to  abandon  locomotives  and  handle  its  entire  traffic 
by  electricity.  This  road  is  made  up  of  a  branch  of  the  Erie,  which  runs  from 
Lockport  to  North  Tonawanda,  a  distance  of  14  miles,  and  it  also  reaches  Buf¬ 
falo,  II  miles,  making  a  total  of  25  miles. 

^  :4c 

The  anthracite  tonnage  for  the  month  of  September  was  4,260,710  tons. 
This  compares  with  4,073,000  tons  in  September,  1897;  4,002,000  tons  in  1896, 
and  4,005,000  tons  in  1895.  For  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  the  total  output 
comes  to  nearly  29,000,000  tons  compared  with  28,643,000  tons  for  the  corre¬ 
sponding  period  in  1897,  and  30,600,000  m  1896. 

ik  ik 

Mr.  Frank  H.  Leonard  has  been  appointed  Eastern  sales  agent  for  the 
Merchants’  Coal  Company  of  Baltimore.  Mr.  Leonard  has  just  returned  from 
a  trip  through  the  East,  and  reports  that  business  is  looking  up;  he  also  says 
that  consumers  in  that  consuming  territory  are  returning  to  the  better  grades 
of  coal,  which  will  likely  amount  to  considerable  during  the  coming  season. 

*  * 

Our  Duluth  and  Superior  correspondent  writes  that  the  coal  stocks  a 
the  head  of  the  lake  are  larger  than  a  year  ago  at  this  time,  despite  the  heavy 
shipments  that  have  been  in  progress  for  several  weeks.  The  total  stocks  are 
1,300,000  tons,  of  which  300,000  tons  are  anthracite,  and  1,000,000  tons  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal.  The  daily  shipments  from  the  head  of  the  lakes  are  about  500  cars. 

*** 

One  of  the  greatest  achievements  in  the  history  of  modern  coal  mining  was 
successfully  accomplished  last  week  at  the  Wilson  shaft,  Shamokin,  Pa., 
operated  by  J.  Langdon  &  Co->  Elmira,  N.  Y.  It  was  the  extinguishing  of  a  rag¬ 
ing  fire  1,000  feet  below  the  earth’s  surface  by  hermetically  sealing  it  up  and 
smothering  it  completely.  Superintendent  H.  S.  Gay  deserves  great  credit 

and  is  to  be  congratulated  on  his  ability  as  a  successful  mine  fire  fighter. 

* 

*  * 

An  officer  of  the  Girard  estate,  Philadelphia,  says  that  a  reduction  of  a 
few  cents  per  ton  in  the  royalty  paid  by  the  coal  companies  under  the  15-year 
coal  lease,  which  expires  next  January,  will  be  made  through  the  renewal, 
the  terms  of  which  have  been  agreed  upon.  The  output  of  the  Girard  estate 
coal  properties  last  year  is  1,223,999  tons,  and  a  reduction  of  5c  per  ton  means 
a  saving,  distributed  among  the  four  leases— Reading,  Lehigh  Valley,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Thomas  coal  companies — of  $61,200  a  year. 

*  * 

Mr.  Mitchell,  superintendent  of  motive  power  of  the  Erie,  is  making  the 
experiment  of  burning  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  together  on  the  through 
trains  in  the  combination  engines.  The  complaint  heretofore  with  anthracite 
coal  on  the  fast  trains  has  been  that  combustion  is  slow  and  they  cannot  make 
steam  readily  with  it,  hence  the  use  of  bituminous  coal,  with  all  its  dirt  and 
black  smoke.  The  experiment  being  tried  is  using  about  70  per  cent  of  an¬ 
thracite  to  thirty  per  cent  of  soft  coal,  or  just  enough  to  assist  the  former  to 
burn  more  rapidly.  It  is  proving  quite  successful  and  also  lessens  the  smoke 
and  dirt. 

*** 

The  Kelley’s  Creek  Mining  Company,  Mammoth,  W.  \’a.,  producers  of 
high  grade  coal,  advise  us  that  “the  many  orders  now  being  received  from 
new  customers  who  have  recently  tested  our  No.  2  block  coal  for  steam  pur¬ 
poses,  is  taxing  the  capacity  of  our  large  mine  in  that  seam  to  such  an  extent 
that  we  have  been  forced  to  open  another  mine  of  the  same  grade  and  push 
developments  in  both  with  electric  machinery  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  even 
now  we  are  not  filling  orders  as  promptly  as  we  would  like  to.  AH  indications 
now  point  to  the  fact  that  it  is  the  most  desirable,  economical  and  strongest 
steam  coal  produced  in  our  entire  district.” 

*** 

A  special  wire  from  Springfield,  111.,  says:  “After  being  out  about  twenty- 
one  hours  the  jury  in  the  cases  against  the  local  coal  companies  reported  this 
afternoon  that  it  was  unable  to  agree  and  was  discharged.  The  cases  will  be 
tried  a^ain  at  the  November  term  of  the  Circuit  Court.  Under  the  provisions  of 
the  anti-trust  law  State’s  Attorney  Smith  obtained  indictments  against  eleven 
coal  companies  here  for  conspiracy  to  defraud  by  entering  into  a  combination 
to  raise  prices  and  to  control  trade.  “The  defendants  claimed  that  the  pool 
had  for  one  of  its  objects  the  increase  of  the  wages  of  the  coal  miners  and  was 
therefore  lawful,  and  this  contention  was  supported  by  a  number  of  miners, 
who  testified  that  it  had  resulted  to  their  advantage.” 
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If  the  present  plans  of  the  River  Improvement  Association  are  carried 
out,  a  twenty-foot  deep  channel  throughout  the  course  of  the  Chicago  river 
will  be  made  in  the  near  future.  A  movement  is  now  on  foot  to  have  a  clause 
inserted  in  the  river  and  harbor  bill  to  be  passed  at  the  coming  session  estab¬ 
lishing  that  depth  as  a  minimum.  This  means  that  the  three  tunnels,  which 
have  long  been  regarded  as  the  most  serious  obstacles  to  permanent  improve- 
mentof  the  river  will  have  to  be  lowered  from  sixteen  and  sixteen  and  a  half 
feet  to  twenty  feet.  Pledges  have  been  secured  from  prominent  congressmen 
that  they  will  introduce  and  support  such  a  measure. 

* 

*  * 

According  to  the  report  of  E.  W.  Parker,  statistician  of  the  department  of 
the  interior  geological  survey  of  the  United  States,  there  was  a  production  of 
13,288,984  tons  of  coke  in  1897.  The  number  of  coke  ovens  in  the  United 
States,  up  to  the  close  of  1897,  was  47,668,  of  which  Pennsylvania  had  26,910; 
West  Virginia,  8,404:  Alabama,  5,365;  Tennessee,  1,948;  Virginia,  1,453:  Colo¬ 
rado,  1,273:  the  balance  of  2,315  being  distributed  over  the  remaining  sixteen 
states  that  produce  coke.  In  Pennsylvania  there  are,  of  by-product  ovens,  180 
Otto-Hoffman,  75  Semet-Solvay,  30  Newton-Chambers,  and  3  Slocum,  and  in 
Colorado,  36  gas-retorts,  included  in  the  respective  figures.  Of  new  ovens 
building,  Alabama  reports  120  Semet-Solvay,  no  other  state  reporting  new 
constructions. 

* 

*  * 

Rumors  are  current  at  Saginaw,  Mich.,  to  the  effect  that  a  deal  is  in  pro¬ 
gress  whereby  the  Flint  &  Pere  Marquette  Railroad  may  become  the  property 
of  the  Hocking  Valley  system.  Last  week  the  following  interested  parties 
were  in  the  Michigan  town;  W.  W.Crapo,  president  of  the  Flint  &  Pere  Mar¬ 
quette,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.;  N.  Monserrat,  of  Columbus,  J.  W.  Ellsworth 
of  New  York,  O.  W.  Mink  of  Boston,  Lewis  Pierce  and  T.  L.  Pierce  of  Port¬ 
land,  Me.  About  two  months  ago  it  was  reported  that  Thomas  D.  Ryan,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Hocking  Valley  Coal  Company,  was  negotiating  to  consolidate 
hese  two  systems  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  line  to  the  Saginaw  Valley  coal 
fields.  E.  W.  Ellsworth,  business  partner  of  Mr.  Ryan,  was  recently  elected 
a  director  of  the  Michigan  road. 

*  * 

Mr.  W.  M.  Price,  of  Webster  City,  Iowa,  has  invented  a  patented  appli 
ance  for  loading  coal  on  railroad  engines  when  they  are  in  motion.  Since  the 
scheme  of  scooping  up  water  by  a  swiftly  moving  engine  has  proved  so  popu¬ 
lar,  numerous  devices  have  heen  invented  for  loading  coal,  but  all  have  been 
on  the  plan  of  catching  it  up  from  a  platform  and  the  concussion  has  been  too 
great.  These  have  been  discarded  on  account  of  their  impracticability.  Mr. 
Price  claims  that  his  machine  overcomes  every  obstacle  in  this  way  by  put¬ 
ting  the  coal  in  motion,  taking  the  speed  of  the  engine,  and  thus  delivering  it 
by  his  automatic  device  with  no  more  concussion  than  if  the  engine  were 
standing  still.  A  thoroughly  practical  test  of  the  automatic  device  is  promised 
at  Pittsburg,  whither  he  has  gone  to  develop  his  invention. 

* 

*  * 

Colonel  Andrew  Lewis  McFarlane,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Westmoreland 
county.  Pa.,  died  at  his  home  near  Irwin,  October  19,  aged  78  years.  For  many 
years — since  he  was  a  young  man— he  had  been  identified  with  the  coal  inter¬ 
ests  of  that  region.  Associated  with  Thomas  A.  Scott  and  John  Scott,he  started 
one  of  the  first  coal  mines  west  of  the  Allegheny  mountains  near  Irwin.  He  was 
made  superintendent  of  the  Westmoreland  Coal  company,  when  it  was  organ¬ 
ized,  and  purchased  the  interests  of  the  Scotts.  He  remained  superintendent 
for  a  number  of  years,  but  retired  from  active  participation  in  affairs  about 
twenty  years  ago,  although  retaining  a  lively  interest  in  the  coal  mining  busi¬ 
ness.  He  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  organization  of  the  Redstone 

Coal  company,  near  Uniontown,  and  was  interested  largely  in  it. 

* 

*  * 

In  his  estimate  for  next  year’s  river  and  harbor  work.  Brig. -Gen.  Wilson 
chief  of  engineers  United  States  Army,  does  not  overlook  Chicago.  Here  are 
the  estimates  for  harbor  work  in  that  account:  Chicago  harbor,  $37,000;  Cal¬ 
umet  harbor,  $15,000;  Calumet  river,  Illinois  and  Indiana,  $100,000.  For  the 
Illinois  river  the  sum  of  $100,000  is  asked,  and  for  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi 
canal,  $1,427,740.  The  estimates  for  other  states  are;  Wisconsin— Superior 
and  Duluth,  $300,000;  Oconto  harbor,  $25,000;  Sturgeon  bay  and  Lake  Michi¬ 
gan  canal,  $30,000;  Harbor  of  Refuge,  Milwaukee,  $75,000;  Fox  river,  $50,000. 
Michigan  -Waterway  across  Keneenaw  Point,  $65,000;  Marquette  harbor, 
$50,000:  Harbor  of  Refuge,  Marquette,  $30,000;  Harbor  of  Refuge,  Grand 
Maris,  $50,000;  St.  Joseph  harbor,  $75,000;  Kalamazoo  river,  $50,000;  Grand 
Haven  harbor,  30,000:  Grand  river,  $100,000;  Muskegon  harbor,  $60,000;  White 
Lake  harbor,  $35, ooo;Pentwater  harbor,  $25,000;  Ludington  harbor,  $25,000; 
Manistee  harbor,  $30,000;  Harbor  of  Refuge,  at  Portage  lake,  $75,000; 
Frankfort  harbor,  $45,000;  Charlevoix  harbor,  $25,000;  Petoskey  harbor, 
$25,000;  Hay  Lake  channel,  $200,000;  Saginaw  river,  $25,000;  Harbor  of 
Refuge,  Sand  Beach.  $100,000;  Detroit  river,  $100,000.  Indiana — Michigan 
City  harbor,  $75,000.  Ohio — Toledo  harbor,  $150,000;  Sandusky  harbor,  $100- 
000;  Huron  harbor,  $40,000;  Cleveland  harbor,  $400,000;  Fairport  harbor,  $150- 
000;  Ashtabula  harbor,  $100,000;  Conneaut  harbor,  $150,000.  Washington — 
Gray’s  harbor,  $500,000;  Puget  Sound  and  tributary  waters,  $25,000;  Everett 
harbor,  $50,000;  Swinomish  slough,  $25,000. 


The  Atlantic  Transportation  Company  of  New  York,  which  some  weeks 
ago  bought  forty-four  vessels,  in  all,  nine  steamers,  at  an  average  cost  of 
$5,000,  and  thirty-five  schooners  at  an  average  cost  of  $20,000,  or 
a  total  investment  of  $1,150,000,  experienced  some  trouble  in  get¬ 
ting  their  fleet  to  its  destination — Newport  News.  Many  of  the  vessels  were 
too  large  for  the  locks  of  the  Beauharnois  Canal  and  the  only  alternative  was 
to  run  the  Cascade  Rapids.  This  was  not  a  very  promising  undertaking,  as 
only  three  vessels  had  made  the  attempt,  and  in  each  case  an  accident  occurred. 
The  pilots  assured  Mr.  Besse,  the  general  manager,  that  a  channel  of  seven  feet 
could  not  be  secured  through  the  split  Rock  Rapids.  Investigation,  however, 
led  to  undertaking  the  task  and  today  one-half  of  the  fleet  is  safely  harbored 
at  Quebec  without  an  accident.  It  is  now  thought  that  the  entire  fleet  will  be 
in  the  Atlantic  coastwise  service  by  Nov.  i. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  H.  Cokeley,  who  is  probably  known  to  many  of  our  readers,  has  been 
made  superintendent  of  the  works  of  the  C.  W.  Hunt  Company,  Staten 
Island,  N.  Y.,  assuming  the  duties  of  that  position  October  14th,  after  several 
months’  work  revising  the  factory  systems.  Large  concerns  are  beginning  to 
relieve  the  office  management  of  providing  for  the  details  in  office  routine, 
the  installation  of  systems,  methods,  etc.  This  work  properly  belongs  to  a 
specialist;  one  who,  constantly  keeping  his  eyes  open  for  improvement,  study¬ 
ing  the  best  literature  on  the  subject  and  devoting  his  energy  entirely  to  this 
work,  becomes  an  expert.  Mr.  Cokeley  has  made  this  special  work  his  profes¬ 
sion  for  some  time,  being  for  many ‘years  with  the  General  Electric  Company, 
and  later  with  other  prominent  firms.  His  experience  as  a  practical  mechanic 
has  been  of  great  benefit  in  his  line  of  work,  enabling  him  to  detect  almost  in¬ 
stantly  the  leaks  that  invariably  exist  and  which  are  so  destructive  to  profits. 

♦  * 

A  personal  inspection  of  the  slip  of  the  Western  Coal  &  Dock  Company, 
at  Waukegan,  Ill.,  shows  that  great  progress  has  been  made,  though  the  work 
of  grading  the  five  acres  has  been  somewhat  retarded  by  the  recent  heavy 
rains.  The  grounds  over  which  the  sheds,  run-ways,  conveyors,  etc.,  are  to 
erected  will  be  ready  for  Mr.  Thomas  Phee,  who  has  the  contract  for  the  su¬ 
perstructure,  in  about  a  week.  The  building  is  to  be  finished  in  ninety  days, 
or  about  February  i,  1899,  when  completed  will  be  the  largest  coal  dock 
under  cover  at  the  southwest  end  of  Lake  Michigan.  The  front  on  the  slip  is 
735  feet  and  runs  back  250  feet.  The  slip  is  125  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep,  or 
will  be  when  the  dredging  is  completed,  and  therefore  capable  of  receiving 
any  of  the  largest  sized  boats  on  the  lakes,  fhe  slip  when  seen  by  the  writer 
on  Wednesday,  after  the  storm  of  Tuesday  which  raged  all  night,  presented 
the  appearance  of  a  harbor  of  refuge,  as  no  less  than  eight  tugs,  four  or  five 
mud  scows,  two  dredges  and  a  government  pile  driver  were  riding  secure  from 
the  tempestuous  wind  which  still  prevailed.  That  the  company  has  a  fine 
piece  of  property  for  the  distribution  of  coal  throughout  the  west  cannot  be 
gainsaid,  as  the  Elgin,  Joliet  &  Eastern  Railroad  and  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  Railroad  tracks  run  close  alongside  the  dock,  the  former  road — 
the  outer  Belt  line— has  one  switch  already  in  working  condition  which  will  be 
used  to  deliver  the  lumber,  etc.,  on  the  ground  ready  for  the  contractor.  A 
large  number  of  piles  are  to  be  driven  for  the  power-house  and  storage  eleva¬ 
tor  to  ensure  stability.  The  officers  of  the  company  are  satisfied  with  the 
progress  made  so  far  and  expect  to  have  everything  in  good  shape  at  the 
opening  of  navigation  next  season.  The  shipping  capacity  of  the  dock  will  be 
350,000  tons  per  annum.  The  president,  H.  N.  Taylor,  and  secretary  and 
treasurer,  J.  B.  Cavanaugh,  are  both  well  known  to  the  coal  trade. 


COAL  IN  INDIA. 


India  is  coming  into  prominence  as  a  producer  of  coal.  The  re:ent  pro 
longed  strike  among  the  South  Wales  miners,  and  its  serious  consequences 
have  directed  English  attention  to  the  extraordinary  development  which  is 
taking  place  in  the  Indian  coal  industrv.  The  importation  of  coal  by  sea  into 
India  declined  from  808,713  tons  in  1894  to  212,000  in  1896.  A  slight  revival, 
due  to  special  causes,  took  place  in  1897:  but,  broadly  speaking,  England  has 
lost  two-thirds  of  her  coal  trade  with  India  during  the  past  four  years 
This,  too,  in  spite  of  a  great  increase  in  the  Indian  demand  for  the  article, 
alike  for  textile  manufactures,  metallurgic  processes,  railways  and  shipping. 
The  Indian  mines  have  not  only  secured  tor  themselves  the  benefit  of  this  in¬ 
creased  demand,  but  they  have  carried  the  war  of  coal  rates  into  foreign  mar¬ 
kets.  In  1894  India  had  a  small  export  trade  in  coal,  chiefly  to  Ceylon.  In 
1897  Bengal  supplied  half  a  million  tons  by  sea  to  other  Indian  provinces  and 
exported  2 1 2,000  tons  to  foreign  countries.  The  last  figure  is  alone  equal  to  the 
whole  of  the  reduced  importation  of  coal  into  India  in  1896.  While  the  three- 
quarters  of  a  million  of  tons  which  India  purchased  from  outside  five  years  ago 
has  declined  to  about  a  quarter  of  a  million.  Bengal  has  raised  her  total  export 
of  coal  to  three-quarters  of  a  million  of  tons.  As  the  whole  of  the  coal  im¬ 
ported  into  India  came  formerly  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  as  97  per  cent 
18  still  shipped  from  British  ports,  the  loss  in  trade  falls  almost  entirely  on 
England.  In  1886  the  total  output  of  Indian  coal  was  one  and  one-third  mil¬ 
lion  of  tons;  in  1895  it  rose  to  three  and  one-half  millions;  and  in  1897  it  was 
over  four  million  tons.  The  low  quality  of  the  Indian  coal  at  first  raised 
seemed  prohibitive  of  its  use  either  for  iron  smelting  or  for  railways,  but  it  is 
used  now  for  both  purposes. 


493 


Thk  Black  Diamond. 


FUNERAL  OF  .1.  L.  HATHAWAY. 


I  At  a  called  meeting  of  the  coal  trade  of  Chicago,  issued  by  Mr.  George 
Merryweather  and  held  at  the  offices  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  incorporated,  the 
I  Rookery,  on  Monday,  October  24th,  1898,  to  take  action  and  express  regret  at  the 
death  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Hathaway,  who  died  October  2tst,  Mr.  Merryweather  presid¬ 
ed.  The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  suitable 
resolutions  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased:  Messrs.  David  Rutter, 


Walter  S.  Bogle  and  John  B.  Lucas,  editor  of  The  Black  Diamond.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  were  appointed  to  attend  the  funeral  and  act  as  honorary  pall-bearers 
to  represent  the  coal  trade:  Messrs.  Geo.  Merryweather,].  W.  Skeele,  Henry 
Baker,  J.  O.  Parker,  D.  H.  Preston  and  John  Murray.  Messrs.  A.  C.  Bracke- 
bush  and  T.  A.  Lemmon  were  named  as  the  committee  on  flowers. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  the  Almighty  in  His  great  wisdom  and  mercy 
to  call  to  his  rest  one  of  our  oldest  and  most  highly  esteemed  members  and 
worthy  associates,  Josiah  Locke  Hathaway,  and 

Whereas,  We  recognized  in  him  a  true,  honest  and  upright  man,  an 
earnest  and  genial-hearted  friend  and  business  man,  one  who  had  gained  and 
retained  our  confidence  by  his  unassuming  modesty,  and  upright  character, 
be  it  ‘  ,  , 

-  Resolved,  That  the  coal  trade  of  Chicago  do  hereby  express  their  sincere 
regret  at  the  death  of  a  man  who  was  so  highly  esteemed  and  respected,  and 

Resolved,  That  the  coal  trade  extend  to  his  widow  assurances  of  their 
deep  sympathy,  uniting  with  her  in  sorrow  at  the  loss  of  an  affectionate  hus¬ 
band  and  a  most  worthy  business  associate.  And  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  engrossed  and  presented  to  his  family, 
and  a  copy  of  them  be  sent  for  publication  to  The  Black  Diamond  of  Chi¬ 
cago  and  to  the  Coal  Trade  Journal  of  New  York. 

The  deep  regard,  respect  and  esteem  in  which  he  was  spoken  of  by  those 
present  showed  that  all  had  a  more  than  warm  feeling  in  their  hearts  for  J.  L. 
Hathaway,  the  "dean”  of  the  coal  trade  of  Chicago.  Among  those  present 
were  Messrs.  Delos  Hull,  A.  C.  Brackebush,  W.  S.  Bogle,  T.A.  Lemmon,  John 
Murray,  Chas.  L.  Dering.  D.  H.  Preston,  William  Dreiske,  Henry  Hafer,  J.  J. 
Hayes,  John  W.  Lowe,  Charles  B.  Niblock,  J.  W.  Skeele,  A.  Mitchell,  George 
W.  Meeker,  Arthur  P.  Bowen,  F.  B.  Newell,  R.  B.  Arnold,  L.  M.  Hammond, 
F.  S.  Peabody,  W.  P.  Rend,  James  J.  Kelly,  Thomas  Davis,  J.O.Parker,  Chas. 
F.  Keeler,  Geo.  G.  Pope,  John  W.  Thomas,  Herman  A.  Dreiske,  R.  H.  Law, 
and  others. 

FUNERAL. 

The  funeral  occurred  on  Tuesday,  October25th,  the  services  being  held  in 
the  Union  Park  Congregational  Church,  and  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Goodwin,  who  had  known  Mr.  Hathaway  intimately  since  1867.  The  Doctor 
paid  a  glowing  and  well  deserved  tribute  to  the  exemplary  life  of  the  deceased, 
whose  honest,  upright  and  straightforward  conduct  had  endeared  him  to  all 
who  knew  him.  The  Doctor  said:  “He  gloried  in  the  success  which  had  at¬ 
tended  the  efforts  of  others,  he  helped  to  build  up  the  character  which  had 
■  made  Chicago  what  she  is  today,  and  his  benevolence  and  love  of  others  were 
such  as  to  be  striking  examples  for  the  rising  generation  to  profit  by  and 
follow.” 

The  active  pallbearers  were  old  employees:  James  F.  Boland,  A.  B.  Phil¬ 
lips,  George  Snook,  W.  H.  Dudueon,  William  Douglas  and  George  H.  Rugg. 
t  Honorary  pallbearers  were:  J.  W.  Skeele.  D.  H.  Preston,  Henry  Baker, 

I  George  Merryweather,  John  Murray  and  J.  0.  Parker  . 

j  The  rostrum  was  wreathed  with  ferns,  palm  leaves  and  other  greenery 

I  and  the  casket  was  covered  with  many  beautiful  flowers  and  floral  pieces, 

'  white  largely  predominating,  emblematical  of  the  clean  life  of  the  deceased. 
The  attendance  outside  of  the  coal  trade  was  quite  large.  The  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  Rose  Hill  Cemetery.  Among  the  coal  trade  in  attendance  were 
noticed  Thomas  Davis,  L.  M.  Hammond,  A.  Mitchell,  R.  B.  Arnold,  W.  H. 
Brown,  J.  W.  Bridgman,  Henry  Hafer,  J.  J.  Hayes,  Frank  Milligan,  B.  F. 
I  Crosby,  Phos.  Hicks,  John  E.  Passmore,  John  B.  Lucas,  editor  of  The  Black 
!  D1A.MOND,  and  others. 
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In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manifested  in  the  sevura* 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  is  ihe 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 
interest  them. 


TEXAS  COAL  OUTPUT. 


In  a  recent  report  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Parker,  of  the  United  States  geological 
survey,  there  is  a  comparison  of  the  coal  output  in  the  South  last  year  with 
that  of  1887,  in  which  are  found  some  figures  of  special  interest  to  Texas. 
It  seems  that  we  are  beginning  to  get  some  gratifying  returns  from  our  home 
coal  fields. 

For  1887  Mr.  Parker  gives  the  output  of  Texas  coal  at  75,000  tons.  Last 
year  the  total  had  reached  639,341  tons!  This  is  a  larger  comparative  increase 
than  in  any  other  Southern  State  during  the  past  ten  years.  Alabama,  which 
now  stands  next  to  West  Virginia  in  the  output  of  Southern  coal,  increased  its 
production  less  than  five-fold  during  the  period  covered  by  the  report;  West 
Virginia  less  than  three-fold;  Arkansas  less  than  seven;  Tennessee  and  Ken¬ 
tucky  less  than  doubled  their  output;  Virginia  about  doubled  it,  while  Georgia, 
North  Carolina,  Maryland  and  Missouri  showed  a  falling  off  in  the  home  sup¬ 
ply.  Texas,  on  the  other  hand,  registered  an  increase  in  its  output  nearly  nine 
times  the  production  of  1887. 

But  the  surface  has  only  been  skimmed  in  this  State.  Surveys  have 
shown  that  the  Texas  fields  are  large  and  possess  a  fine  quality  of  coal.  In 
the  next  ten  years  the  output  ought  to  place  us  among  the  leading  coal  States 
in  the  South,  and  that  fact  in  turn  should  prove  a  great  stimulus  to  industrial 
enterprises  of  every  description.  The  brown  Coal,  or  lignite,  furnishing  a  very 
cheap  fuel,  exists  in  practically  inexhaustible  quantities  from  the  Red  River  at 
Texarkana  across  the  State  to  the  Rio  Grande  near  Laredo. 

There  is  no  factor  in  the  industrial  problem  of  such  importance  as  fuel, 
and  it  ought  to  bean  object  of  home  capital  to  develop  our  Texas  coal  mines 
to  the  limit.  The  people  of  this  State  are  now  paying  too  much  for  their 
coal.  Shrewd  business  men  ought  to  see  the  opportunities  at  once  of  furnish¬ 
ing  fuel  at  less  cost  by  the  steady  expansion  of  the  home  output. 


PEKIN’S  COAL  MOUNTAIN. 


In  the  heart  of  Pekin  stands  a  lofty  hill,  evidently  of  artificial  origin, 
which  has  a  curious  history. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  northern  capital  the  city  was  besieged  for  a  long 
time  by  a  tribe  of  Mongols  who  had  come  down  through  the  mountains  on 
one  of  their  periodical  raids. 

The  siege  had  been  on  for  some  time  when  the  people  within  discovered 
that  while  they  had  plenty  of  food  and  water  their  supply  of  fuel  was  almost 
exhausted.  This  was  a  very  serious  matter  for  them,  for  they  had  long  known 
that  without  fuel  to  boil  their  water  before  using,  epidemics  and  fevers  were 
sure  to  riot  among  them. 

Their  buildings  were  almost  entirely  of  wood  and  stone,  so  that  there  was 
little  to  be  gleaned  from  that  source.  They  carefully  husbanded  their  dimin¬ 
ishing  stock  of  fuel,  but  it  finally  disappeared,  and  in  spite  of  every  precaution 
fever  and  cholera  broke  out  in  the  city  and  carried  off  thousands. 

But  the  diseases  finally  spread  to  the  invaders  who,  despairing  of  taking 
the  city,  gathered  what  plunder  they  could  from  the  villages  of  the  plain  and 
retired  through  the  mountain  passes  to  their  northern  home. 

The  hardships  which  they  had  suffered  through  the  siege  had  taught  the 
people  a  lesson  and  the  emperor  did  not  intend  that  his  capital  should  be 
caught  in  such  a  plight  again,  so  no  sooner  had  the  invaders  disappeared  than 
he  began  bringing  into  the  city  immense  supplies  of  coal.  Month  after  month 
continuous  trains  of  camels  moved  back  and  forth  between  the  mines  and  the 
city,  and  the  pile  of  coal  in  the  city  grew  higher  and  higher  until  it  became  a 
small  mountain. 

When  it  was  deemed  to  have  reached  a  sufficient  size  it  was  carefully 
covered  with  earth  and  planted  with  trees  to  hide  its  true  character,  while  tea 
houses  and  walks  were  built  upon  it  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  pleasure 
resort. 


The  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  Coal  Co  ,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  is  preparing  to 
open  a  big  mine  a  few  miles  west  of  Portland  and  the  further  fact  that  a  new 
town  was  to  be  the  result.  Recent  developments  show  that  the  mine  is  to  be 
one  of  the  largest  if  not  the  largest,  in  the  state.  It  will  employ  not  less  than 
1,000  men  and  at  least  300  houses  will  be  built  to  accommodate  that  number 
of  men  with  their  families.  In  addition  to  these,  dozens  of  business  houses 
will  be  built  as  soon  as  the  work  starts  on  the  company  houses.  The  mines 
will  be  on  each  side  of  the  creek,  and  have  eight  entries  and  four  tipples. 
A  big  trestle  is  being  constructed  now  and  a  long  siding  for  the  coal  flats 
is  abW  completed.  The  mine  is  to  be  operated  by  machinery  of  the  most 
modern  kind.  Electric  machines  will  mine  the  coal,  the  mines  will  be  light¬ 
ed  with  electricity  and  electric  machinery  will  haul  the  coal  from  the  mine  to 
the  tipple  and  load  it  on  the  cars. 
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OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interest 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


Edward  Harrison  has  opened  a  coal  yard  at  Mexico,  Mo. 

* 

* 

C.  F.  Schouler,  Fairbury,  Neb.,  has  purchased  Wear’s  coal  yard. 

♦ 

*  * 

J.  W.  Doon  &  Son  have  entered  the  coal  business  at  Natick,  Mass. 

ale  a|e 

Thorndyke  &  Hix  are  about  to  enter  the  coal  business  at  Rockland,  Me. 

ai« 

^  * 

J.  F.  Beatty  has  purchased  the  coal  business  of  Charles  Parker,  Media,  Pa. 

* 

*  * 

M.  M.  Stith  is  a  new  recruit  to  the  ranks  of  retail  coal  dealers  of  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  Tenn. 

*** 

William  McMillan  will  open  a  coal  yard  at  Benwood,  W.  Va.,  about 
the  first  of  the  month. 

*  * 

Johnson  McKinley,  of  Monongah,  W.  Va.,  will  establish  a  coal  yard  in 
Wheeling  in  the  nearfuture. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works,  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  has  advertised  for  bids  for 
furnishing  both  coal  and  slabs  for  city  purposes. 

*** 

The  new  coal  yard  of  Robert  Kline,  Doyleston,  Pa.,  is  nearing  completion. 
The  switch  is  nearly  completed,  and  when  finished  he  will  have  a  finely 
equipped  coal  yard. 

* 

*  * 

The  question  of  winter  coal  is  now  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  all  house¬ 
holders,  and  this  is  the  time  to  make  a  strong  bid  for  their  trade  by  doing  some 
good  local  advertising. 

* 

*  * 

“When  you  are  tired  of  spending  good  money  for  poor  coal,  leave  me  a 
trial  order  and  I  will  guarantee  a  satisfactory  fuel,”  is  the  heading  1  find  upon 
a  calendar  sent  out  by  an  enterprising  Illinois  dealer. 

* 

* 

Hard  coal  is  retailing  in  Minneapolis  for  $6  a  ton,  although  the  scheduled 
price  is  $7.25.  This  is  the  lowest  figure  that  anthracite  coal  has  touched  in 
Minneapolis  since  August,  i8g5,  when  it  went  down  to  $5.25  for  twenty-four 
hours. 

*  * 

The  Brewster  Coal  Co.,  of  Akron,  O.,  secured  the  contract  for  furnishing  fuel 
for  that  city  the  coming  year  at  the  following  prices:— Lump,  jS2.io  per  ton; 
slack,  Si.oo;  hard  coal, $5.25;  screened  nut,  $1.60.  The  contract  amounts  to 
$1,030.60.  ^ 

*  * 

A  Michigan  retailer  is  sending  out  a  very  attractive  blotter  to  domestic 
consumers  in  his  vicinity,  upon  which  we  find  the  following:  “Some  dealers 
only  want  your  money.  We  want  more  than  that;  we  want  your  friendship 
and  your  future  orders.” 

♦ 

The  new  firm  of  Dibble  &  Austin,  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  who  have  re¬ 
cently  bought  out  the  coal  business  of  Rupert  &  Calvert,  are  nicely  located, 
at  the  old  stand  26  W.  Main  street.  Mr.  Dibble  will  take  personal  charge  of 
the  business,  which  will  insure  them  success. 

* 

^  * 

Hard  coal  is  cheaper  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  than  it  has  been  in  years.  Last 
winter  when  it  went  down  to  $8  a  ton  and  then  to  $7.75,  Des  Moines  people 
thought  they  had  struck  a  bonanza  and  that  they  would  never  again  be  able  to 
keep  warm  for  so  little  money.  Now,  however,  hard  coal  is  selling  for  $6.75  a 
ton;  just  $1.00  less  than  the  lowest  mark  reached  last  winter. 

* 

Messrs.  James  Hopper  &  Co.,  Havre  de  Grace,  Ind.,  removed  this  week  to 
their  new  place  of  business  on  St.  John  street,  formerly  known  as  the  Hides 
wharf  property.  An  attractive  warehouse  has  been  erected,  fronting  on  St. 
John  street;  the  wharf  proper  has  been  thoroughly  overhauled  and  sheds 
erected  for  housing  coal  and  wood,  which  this  firm  is  prepared  to  handle  in  large 
quantities. 

*  > 

Here  the  lecturer  grew  very  earnest.  “I  am  convinced,”  he  exclaimed, 
“that  the  woman  who  does  her  own  cooking  is  more  likely  to  find  a  place 
among  the  angels  than  the  woman  who  doesn’t.”  Now  a  voice  obtruded  itself 
harshly;  “If  she  cooks  with  gasoline,”  said  the  voice.  The  “voice”  might 
have  been  a  retail  coal  dealer  who  had  suffered  from  the  displacing  of  coal 
by  gas  and  gasoline. 


Since  the  decision  of  the  three  common  pleas  judges  who  were  chosen  as 
arbitrators  in  the  third  pool  mining  controversy,  there  has  been  a  marked  ac¬ 
tivity  among  the  coal  operators  of  the  Pittsburg  district  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  an  association  for  their  mutual  protection.  While  the  decision  affects 
but  one  operator  in  the  river  district,  it  has  a  bearing  on  both  river  and  rail 
operators.  The  interests  of  all  have  been  affected  more  or  less.  This  is  the 
principal  reason  for  the  urgent  demand  for  an  organization  of  the  producers. 


WESTERN  ( OAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


A  vein  of  coal  three  feet  thick  has  been  struck  at  Cullom,  111. 

The  fire  which  started  in  the  Whitebreast  Fuel  Co’s,  mine,  near  Ottumwa, 
Iowa,  ten  days  ago,  is  still  raging. 

At  Grafton,  N.  D.,  the  Mouse  River  Coal  Co.  was  awarded  the  contract 
for  supplying  the  county  with  fuel. 

Sioux  City,  low  a,  has  advertised  for  bids  for  coal  for  the  library  building, 
the  police  station  and  the  central  fire  station. 

The  trustees  of  the  village  of  Lockport,  Ill.,  will  receive  bids  for  furnish¬ 
ing  the  water  works  with  coal  until  November  7,  1898. 

Last  week  a  serious  fire  occurred  in  the  mine  of  the  Chicago-Virden  Coal 
Co.,  at  X'irden,  Ill.  The  fire  is  believed  to  be  of  incendiary  origin. 

Work  has  been  begun  on  the  B.  &  M,’s  new  coal  houses  at  Table  Rock, 
The  sheds  are  to  be  built  with  elevated  track  and  will  cost  $20,000. 

The  Union  Pacific  Coal  company  of  Hanna,  Wyo.,  has  recently  received 
several  consignments  of  negro  miners  from  Virginia  and  Missouri. 

Donaldson  Bros,  have  opened  a  new  coal  bank  at  Moingona,  near  Boone, 
Iowa,  the  product  of  which  is  said  to  be  as  good  as  any  in  the  state. 

The  County  Clerk  of  Lincoln,  Neb.,  asks  for  proposals  for  fuel  for  the 
court-house,  etc.,  bids  on  which  will  be  received  until  noon,  Nov.  15, 1898. 

The  development  of  the  coal  industry  around  Saginaw,  Mich.,  has  created 
quite  aboom  forthat  enterprising,  up-to-date  city  in  the  “Wolverine”  state. 

The  price  for  mining  coal  at  Coos  Bay,  Ore.,  has  been  advanced  by  the 
Oregon  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.,  which  has  plenty  of  work  for  skilled  miners. 

A  company  of  New  York  financiers  has  closed  negotiations  for  the  entire 
properties  of  the  Victor  Coal  and  Coke  Company  in  Southern  Colorado.  The 
deal  involves  property  valued  at  several  million  dollars. 

Otto  Gelhaar,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  was  awarded  the  contract  for  5,000  tons 
of  anthracite  coal  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  that  city  at  $4  47  per  ton 
and  $2.75  for  pea  size.  Quite  a  number  of  bids  were  received. 

The  coal  mining  town  of  Wellington,  Vancouver  Island,  has  been  the 
scene  of  several  subsidences,  and  there  is  general  alarm.  The  whole  town  is 
undermined,  owing  to  the  extensive  operations  of  the  coal  mining  company. 

W.  H.  H.  Clark,  who  is  sinking  a  well  for  O.  A.  B.  Newton,  on  the  latter’s 
farm  a  mile  and  a  half  west  of  Greenville,  Iowa,  recently  struck  a  foot 
vein  of  coal  at  a  depth  of  310  feet.  The  samples  hoisted  indicate  a  fair  qual¬ 
ity  of  soft  coal. 

Mr.  Gussenhoven,  Harvey,  N.  D.,  has  just  received  his  official  coal  test 
from  the  U.  S.  war  department,  Washington,  D.  C.  On  his  coal  the  test  is  equal 
to  the  best  coal  produced  in  this  country,  testing  3  271  pounds  to  a  cord  of 
.standard  oak  wood,  or  1,875  pounds  to  a  cord  of  pine  wood. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Bellingham  Bay  Improvement  Co.,  Tacoma,  Wash., 
has  within  the  last  few  days  purchased  several  of  the  best  coal  claims  on  Cor¬ 
nell  and  Glazier  creeks.  Cornell,  Wilson  &  Wiggins  are  said  to  have 
disposed  of  their  interests.  A  coal  expert  from  New  York  .will  visit  the 
prospects. 

The  Verne  coal  mine  at  Verne,  Mich.,  is  idle  and  has  been  for  some  time. 
Mr.  R.  W.  Roberts,  manager  of  the  company’s  property,  secured  some  thirty 
miners  from  Ohio,  who  commenced  work  Oct.  5>  but  there  was  some  disagree¬ 
ment  in  regard  to  wages  and  the  men  quit.  They  were  getting  70  cents  per 
ton  and  demanded  90  cents,  which  manager  Roberts  refused.  Mr.  Roberts 
has  gone  to  West  Virginia  to  secure  miners. 

The  Des  Moines  Leader  says:  “Coal  operators  in  the  Des  Moines  field 
report  a  scarcity  of  miners.  Every  man  who  is  an  experienced  miner  and 
who  wants  work  has  been  given  a  place.  The  big  shipping  mines  are  behind 
on  their  orders  and  are  putting  in  men  as  fast  as  they  make  application.  Some 
of  the  larger  companies  have  places  for  from  thirty  to  seventy-five  more  men. 
John  Gibson,  of  the  Gibson  company,  said  yesterday  that  seventy-five  more 
men  could  be  used  in  his  mine  if  they  could  be  secured.  The  Carbondale, 
Christy,  poor  farm  and  other  mines  are  in  much  the  same  condition.” 

The  Pantagraph,  Bloomington,  111.,  says:  “The  Colfax  coal  mine,  which 
has  been  abandoned  for  the  past  three  years,  will  be  opened  again  next  week 
and  a  force  of  men  are  now  on  the  ground  ready  to  begin  active  operations. 
New  machinery  is  on  hand  and  great  things  are  expected  when  the  men  reach 
the  coal.  The  mine  was  sunk  to  a  depth  of  about  400  feet  in  the  first  attempt, 
and  then  left  standing.  There  is  a  vein  of  coal  about  six  feet  thick  which  can 
be  reached  by  the  men  after  a  little  effort  in  cleaning  up  the  accumulations  of 
the  past  three  years.” 

The  coal  developments  in  the  Saginaw  valley,  Mich.,  give  the  railroads 
centering  here  fine  prospects  for  obtaining  a  large  freight  business  in  addition 
to  that  which  they  now  have.  The  Saginaw,  Tuscola  &  Huron  road,  which 
was  at  first  constructed  chiefly  as  an  outlet  for  the  agricultural  products  of 
Tuscola  and  Huron  countries,  and  for  the  freight  offered  m  stone  from  the 
Bay  Port  quarries.  But  the  road  has  built  up  a  large  business  in  general 
freight,  has  hauled  more  stone  this  year  than  ever,  handles  the  output  of  the 
Sebewaing  coal  mine,  and  has  in  the  developing  coal  industry  brilliant  pros¬ 
pects. 

A  correspondent  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  says;  “The  shipment  of  coal  from  Se¬ 
attle  shows  a  most  gratifying  increase  over  that  of  last  year,  and  the  compa¬ 
nies  handling  the  traffic  from  here  to  coastwise  and  foreign  ports  believe  that 
this  is  going  to  be  the  greatest  year  in  the  history  of  the  industry  on  Puget 
Sound.  During  the  first  nine  months  of  this  year,  ending  September  30,  the 
shipments  made  by  the  Pacific  Coast  Company  and  the  Seattle  Coal  and  Iron 
Company  amounted  to  272,712  tons,  or  only  8,801  tons  less  than  the  entire  ship¬ 
ments  for  the  whole  of  1897,  and  68,223  tons  more  than  dunngthe  same  months 
of  last  year. 
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The  Duluth  &  Iron  Range  road  has  plans  preparing  for  a  new  coal  dock 
to  be  built  at  or  near  Two  Harbors  for  the  accommodation  of  the  road  and 
mines.  The  new  dock  will  have  a  capacity  of  20,000  tons. 

The  diamond  drill,  which  is  being  operated  by  A.  O.  Newton  on  the  coal 
properties  of  H.  L.  Frank,  west  of  Livingston,  Mont.,  is  being  kept  at  work 
day  and  night.  Two  holes  have  now  been  bored,  one  to  275  feet  and  the  other 
to  t;o  feet.  The  showing  made  thus  far  has  been  highly  satisfactory  to  the 
management,  and  if  the  drill  tests  demonstrate  that  a  sufficient  vein  of  coal 
exists  to  warrant  it,  the  mines  will  be  opened  up  and  a  modern  plant  of  Bel¬ 
gium  ovens  will  be  put  in  for  the  manufacture  of  coke. 


A  vein  of  superior  domestic  coal  has  been  discovered  a  short  distance 
from  Douglas,  Wyo.,  by  Messrs.  Newsome  and  Blaisdell,  who  have  been  pros¬ 
pecting  for  a  long  time.  The  vein  is  four  feet  in  thickness  and  was  cut  at  the 
face  of  a  tnnnel  which  has  been  driven  100  feet.  Shipments  of  coal  from  the 
mines  will  commence  within  two  weeks. 

At  Lake  Linden,  Mich.,  an  addition  250  feet  in  length  is  to  be  built  the 
coming  winter  to  the  new  coal  dock  of  the  Calumet  &  Hecla  Mining  Company, 
and  in  the  spring  another  large  coal  shed  is  to  be  erected.  The  supply  of 
coal  being  received  this  season  by  the  Calumet  &  Hecla  is  enormous.  The 
old  coal  shed  has  been  filled,  as  will  also  the  new  one  before  the  close  of  navi¬ 
gation.  The  amount  now  in  the  sheds  must  greatly  exceed  350,000  tons. 


s.  c. 

- AGENT - 


Delaware,  Lackawanna  Western  Railroad  Company's 

SCRANTON  COAL. 
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C.  L.  DERINC,  Manager. 


Oearlbom  Street. 


OmcA-Oo, 


The  St.  Louis  and 
Big  Muddy  Coal  Go. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE: 

CARBONDALE,  ILL 


MINES  NEAR. 


CAPACITY 

2,500  nr 

TONS  ui 
DAILY. 


CARTERYILLE, 
Williamson  County, 

ILL. 


SOLE 

PROPRIETORS 


COAL. 


TRADE  MARK.  . 

A  600  ton  daily  capacity  Luhrig  Coal  Washing  Plant  operated  in  connection  with  mine. 

WILLIAMS  &  PETERS, 

General  Sales  Agents  for  the  Erie  R.  R.  Company’s  and  New  York,  Susquehanna  &  Western  Coal  Company’s 


KEYSTONE  ANT'H  R  ACnPE  ANO  bituminous  ci.akion 
JERMYN  O  A  I 

WILKESBARRE  A  .  lU.OSSBURG 

SOLE  A(iENTS  FOR  THE  HI.OSSHUHG  COAL  COMRANA. 

A  .^n-c-ioc.  SHIPPING  WHARVES: 

Buffalo,  N.  "n'^w  H®aven.Conn.  Washlr.gtor>  BuMdmg  _  No,  I  Broadway.  ^eehawken,  N^  ^  ^  Buffalo.  N  Y 

Boston,  Mass.  NEW  YORK. 

M.  E.  ROBINSON,  Western  Sales  Agent,  BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 
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EASTERN  COAL  AM)  COKE  NOTES. 


Devassie  Bros..  Coalburg,  Ohio,  are  sinking  for  coal  on  the  L.  A.  Denni¬ 
son  farm. 

The  Brockwood  Coal  Company,  Pottsville,  Pa.,  will  erect  a  washery  at 
Preston  No.  i. 

The  shipments  of  coal  from  the  Hazelton  region  are  said  to  have  been  un¬ 
precedented  the  past  month. 

The  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  has  declared  a  quarterly  dividend  of  4  per 
cent,  payable  Nov.  i .  Books  close  today  and  re-open  Nov.  2. 

It  is  said  that  some  2,000  miners  are  on  strike  in  the  different  pools  on  the 
Monongehela  river  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Chicago  agreement. 

Complaints  and  suits  in  courts  of  equity  are  frequent  in  Philadelphia 
against  sellers  of  bituminous  coal  for  damage  by  smoke  and  noxious  gases. 

Forsyth  and  Stony  Hill  miners  at  Coal  Centre,  Pa.,  have  gone  to  work,  the 
operators  having  conceded  all  the  demands  of  the  miners  as  to  the  Chicago 
agreement. 

The  amount  of  coal  now  on  its  way  to  Cincinnati  on  the  present  rise  in  the 
Ohio  aggregates  about  4,000,000  bushels,  requiring  250  barges  and  twenty-five 
coal  boats  to  carry  it. 

The  Rochester  &  Pittsburg  Coal  and  Iron  Company.  Reynoldsville,  Pa., 
is  building  twenty-five  new  ovens  at  Adrian  and  two  miles  of  track  to  a  new 
opening  northeast  of  Anita. 

The  production  of  bituminous  coal  in  Pennsylvania  in  1897  increased  over 
5, coo, 000  tons,  though  Allegany  county,  third  in  production,  dropped  off  almost 
650,000  tons,  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

At  Marion,  Ohio,  the  county  commissioners  have  advertised  for  bids  for 
furnishing  coal  this  winter.  It  requires  nearly  $12,000  worth  of  coal  to  heat  the 
court-house  and  jail  during  the  winter  and  this  too,  with  the  very  cheapest  kind 
of  coal. 

According  to  Superintendent  Gay  of  the  Neilson  Colliery,  Shamokin,  Pa, 
which  gives  employment  to  four  hundred  men  and  boys,  it  will  resume  opera¬ 
tions  next  Monday  after  an  idleness  of  six  months.  The  plant  will  work  full 
time  until  spring. 

The  Anthracite  Operators’  Association,  Scranton,  Pa.,  have  pledged  a 
tonnage  of  10,000,000  to  the  proposed  New  York,  Wyoming  &  Western.  The 
line,  if  built,  would  shorten  the  distance  by  sixty  miles  and  would  be  capital¬ 
ized  at  |io,ooo,oco  or  $12,000,000. 

Owing  to  the  steady  operation  of  the  mines  in  the  Hazelton  region,  all  the 
collieries  being  operated  six  days  per  week,  it  has  been  found  that  there  is  a 
scarcity  of  labor  in  the  district.  All  the  idle  men  have  been  taken  on  at  the 
mines  and  not  enough  hands  can  be  secured. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Reading,  Pa.,  is  located  but  a  few  miles  from 
the  anthracite  coal  fields,  the  use  of  bituminous  is  growing  rapidly  in  that 
city.  It  is  estimated  that  225,000  tons  of  bituminous  is  used  annually  by  the 
manufacturers  of  the  city,  with  the  demand  still  growing. 

The  inside  workings  of  the  Shenandoah  City  Colliery,  operated  by  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  are  being  inspected  by  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Baldwin  Locomotive  Works,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of 
introducing  compressed  air  engines  to  haul  cars  through  the  mines,  supplant¬ 
ing  the  mule  power  now  in  use. 

At  the  Brownfield  plant  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company  50  more  of  the 
idle  ovens  were  fired  up  recently,  making  a  total  of  150  fired  up  in 
the  last  three  weeks.  This  is  a  total  of  400  ovens  now  in  operation  at  this 
plant.  These  idle  ovens  have  been  out  for  more  than  two  years.  The  aver¬ 
age  ovens  in  operation  has  been  250. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Parker’s  government  report  on  the  coal  mines  of  Pennsylvania 
shows  that  the  anthracite  trade  of  the  state  in  value  doubles  the  bituminous 
trade  of  the  state.  The  total  output  for  the  anthracite  mines  of  the  state  for 
the  year  was  52,431.763  short  tons,  valued  at  $79,129,126,  while  the  bituminous 
output  was  54,597,891  short  tons,  valued  at  $37,636,047. 

The  Huntingdon  and  Broad  Top  Mountain  Railroad  &  Coal  Co.  makes 
the  following  statement  of  ihe  amount  of  coal  transported  over  the  road  for  the 
week  ending  October  22,  i8g8,  and  previously  during  the  year: 


Week,  Total  for  Total  for 

1898.  year  1898.  year  1897. 

Broad  Top,  tons .  9i972  355.677  368,613 

Cumberland,  tons .  32,677  1,234,609  1,266,839 


Total .  42,650  1,590,287  1.635,453 

Increase  for  week .  18,020 

Decrease  for  year .  45. 166 


The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  and  coke  original" 
ing  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  Oct.  15,  1898. 
and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  as 
follows: 

1898.  1898  1897. 

Weekending  Year  to  Year  to 

Oct.  15.  Oct.  15.  Oct.  16. 


Anthracite,  tons .  102.502  2,856,889  2,801,393 

Bituminous,  tons .  266,217  10,916,733  9,776,600 

Coke,  tons .  117,456  4,668,598  3,633,322 


Total .  486,175  18,442,219  16,211,315 


Last  week  the  tipple  of  the  Mountain  Coal  Company,  which  was  burned 
some  time  ago,  resumed  operation,  having  been  rebuilt  at  considerable  ex¬ 
pense.  Considerable  coal  is  being  hoisted. 

At.  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Sheriff  J.  W.  Fox,  who  is  custodian  of  the  jail  and 
court-house,  has  awarded  the  contracts  for  the  coal  and  coke  to  be  used  at 
these  institutions  this  winter.  The  Knoxville  Gas  Light  Company  secured  the 
coke  contract,  at  six  cents  per  bushel.  The  nut  coal  contract  went  to  H.  T. 
Hackney  &  Co.,  at  6%.  cents  per  bushel. 

Shiprnents  of  coal  from  the  George’s  Creek  Cumberland  region  for  the 
week  ending  October  15  were  62,142  tons.  Canal  shipments  were  4,991  tons. 
Total  shipments  for  the  year  show  an  increase  of  136,927  tons  over  the  corre¬ 
sponding  period  of  1897.  During  the  week  18,346  tons  of  coal  and  3.574  tons  of 
coke  were  shipped  from  the  Elk  Garden  and  Upper  Potomac  region  in  West 
Virginia. 


iVIINE  OPERATORS, 
AGENTS  AND 
SALESMEN  ON  THE  ROAD. 


Hyatt’s  Telegraph  Code 

IS  A  MONEY  SAVER. 

Will  save  75  per  cent  on  Telegraph  Bills. 


SECOND  EDITION  NOW  READY. 

PRICE,  $1.50. 

This  small  sum  is  covered  in  a  very  few  telegrams. 

The  only  General  Code  ever  published  covering  Coal  and  Coke 

from  all  districts. 

For  furtlier  iDroriuation  addrects  tne  compiler, 

O.  P». 

DETROIT, . MICHIGAN. 


J.  B.  CABLE,  Pres.  GEO.  M.  SPACE,  Vice-Pre 

F.  L.  CHAPIUAN,  Sec.  H.  W.  C.  BOVVDOIN,  Treaa. 


OHIO  GOAL  GO. 
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Ashland,  West  Superior,  Green  Bay,  ITIlIwaukee,  Wls.; 
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ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  GOALS 
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THE  CELEBRATED 


SMITHING  COAL 


DAVIS  COAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY, 

tLK  SdEN  BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  TKE 

Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


High  in  Carbon.  !  For  Ore  Smelters,  Foundries 

Low  in  Sulphur  and  Ash.  J— V  J-tW  and  Family  Use. 

Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont7  W,  Va. 

SMITHING  COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


,  The  output  of  coal  at  the  Brushy  Mountain  state  mines,  Tenn.,  is  in- 

'  creasing. 

i  Howard  and  W.  Arthur  Hitchens  have  leased  the  old  Borden  mines  near 

Frostburg,  Md.',  and  will  reopen  and  work  them  for  what  coal  remains 
it  therh. 

Serious  trouble  is  feared  as  the  result  of  the  importation  of  negroes  into 
the  Spottsville  coal  mines  near  Henderson,  Ky.,  to  take  the  places  of  the 
striking  white  miners. 

The  Western  Coal  &  Mining  Company,  operating  three  shafts  at  Jenny 
Lind,  Ark.,  and  employing  600  men,  has  shut  down,  the  men  refusing  to  work. 
No  reason  has  been  assigned. 

All  the  mines  in  Jefferson  county,  Alabama,  are  doing  as  much  work  as 
hey  can  possibly  do  and  those  in  Walker  county  have  been  picking  up  since 
the  partial  removal  of  quarantines. 

There  is  now  no  question  that  the  New  River  and  part  of  the  Kanawha 
valley,  W.  Va..  has  an  excellent  steam  coal  that  will  be  able  to  hold  its  own 
in  the  market  if  placed  upon  an  equality  with  other  states. 

There  has  been  no  settlement  of  the  strike  at  the  mines  at  Baskett,  Ky. 
The  mines  have  been  closed  for  a  month.  The  miners  are  willing  to  go  back 
at  the  terms  offered  when  they  laid  down  their  tools,  but  the  operators  refuse 
to  accede. 

Bright  are  anticipations  for  the  coal  trade  at  Birmingham,  Ala.,  this  win¬ 
ter.  The  cold  weather  that  has  been  prevailing  all  over  the  country  has  given 
the  mining  companies  in  Walker  county  much  encouragement.  They  see  a 
big  business  on  the  Mississippi  ahead  of  them. 

The  Atlantic  Transportation  Company  of  New  York,  which  is  doing  such 
a  tremendous  coal  business  from  Newport  News,  Va.,  to  northern  ports,  is 
having  built  at  Belfast  four  new  steamships,  which  will  be  named,  respective¬ 
ly,  Minneapolis,  Minnehaha,  Minnetonka  and  Minnewaska. 

The  work  of  putting  up  the  big  bins  for  the  Riverside  coke  plant  at  River¬ 
side,  W.  Va.,  is  being  rushed  rapidly,  and  as  soon  as  they  are  finished  it  is 
likely  the  coke  plant  itself  will  be  started.  The  fires  started  a  few  weeks  ago 
in  the  furnaces  have  been  kept  up  continuously  and  the  big  plant  is  now  pretty 
well  dried. 

When  the  big  cloud-burst  of  several  weeks  ago  washed  away  the  bridges 
on  Mason’s  creek,  and  did  other  damage,  it  cleared  away  all  the  soil  from  a 
farm  owned  by  S.  W.  Ragland,  of  Roanoke,  W.  Va.,  and  brought  to  sight  a 
large  vein  of  hard  coal.  The  vein  is  on  the  side  of  a  mountain,  and  is  thought 
to  extend  all  the  way  through. 

On  the  line  of  the  K.  &  M.  railroad  between  Cannelton  and  Point  Pleas¬ 
ant,  W.  Va.,  there  are  18  mines  in  active  operation  giving  employment  to  over 
800  miners  and  capable  of  producing  1,000,000  tons  of  coal  annually,  every 
pound  of  coal  going  to  Cincinnati,  local,  or  to  points  in  Michigan.  The  large 
percentage  of  coal  goes  to  Michigan. 

Chief  Mine  Inspector  J.  W.  Paul,  of  Charlestown,  W.  Va.,has  given  out  some 
very  remarkable  and  significant  statistics  gathered  by  him,  and  which  will  be 
embodied  in  his  report,  soon  to  be  made.  The  total  coal  production  in  West 
Virginia  for  the  current  year  will  amount  to  14,000,000  tons,  an  increase  of 
nearly  3.000,000  over  the  previous  year.  In  Fayette  county  alone  the  increase 
has  been  over  1,000,000  tons,  and  the  output  has  been  increased  in  every  county 
producing  coal  in  the  state,  except  Mineral,  Mason  and  Putnam. 
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SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 
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C.  C.  BOWMAN,^ 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

“AVOCA  ’’  (Pittston  District) 

“FRANKLIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 
“LOUISE  ’’  (Plymouth  District) 
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vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

pittston,  pa.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

Mosbaniioii  and  CDmberland  Vein  Bituminous  Coals. 
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XhextJRNEY  &  JOHES  CO., 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL 


OF  THE 
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Anthracite  and  Smithing  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  No.  355  Dearborn  St. 
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H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO. 
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Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna. 

GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells¬ 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing:  and 
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We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  mine  owners,  workers, 
I  shippers  and  agents,  if  they  will  kindly,  from  time  to  time, 
[  furnish  such  intelligence  as  may  be  of  public  interest  to  the 
I  coal  trade,  when  it  comes  under  their  notice. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 


Receipts  of  anthracite  coal  by  lake  at  Chicago,  as  reported  by 
the  Bnreati  of  Coal  Statistics,  from  October  i  to  October  20,  show 
a  large  falling  off  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  last 
year,  but  the  receipts  for  the  year  to  date  are  largely  in  excess. 
Rail  receipts  have  also  decreased  to  some  extent,  which  is  due  to 
the  shortage  in  the  supply  of  box  cars,  etc.  Shipments  from  Chi¬ 
cago  show  a  decrease  for  the  same  time,  but  for  the  year  are  in 
excess  of  those  in  1897. 

Bituminous  coal  receipts  at  Chicago,  for  the  same  period  and 
comparison  as  above,  from  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  West  Virginia, 
Illinois  and  Indiana,  show  large  decreases,  and  also  a  big  falling 
off  for  the  year  to  date;  though  from  the  Northern  Illinois  field  for 
the  first  twenty  days  of  October,  there  has  been  a  good  increase,  yet 
for  the  year  there  is  still  a  large  decrease.  Shipments  of  coal  from 
Chicago,  from  October  i  to  October  10,  show  a  decrease,  but  for 
the  year  there  is  quite  a  large  increase. 

Coke  receipts  at  Chicago,  from  October  i  to  October  20,  show 
quite  a  falling  off,  but  the  shipments  have  increased.  Receipts 
and  shipments  for  the  year,  however,  show  a  heavy  increase  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  to  date. 

Anthracite  coal  is  less  active  this  week.  There  is  neither  as 
much  inquiry  nor  as  much  demand  as  there  was  a  week  or  ten 
days  ago,  due  entirely  to  the  milder  weather.  Some  shippers  re¬ 
port  that  orders  to  apply  on  contracts  are  coming  in  more  slowly 
and  assume  from  the  fact  that  in  many  sections,  supplies  being 
light,  any  sudden  change  in  the  weather  would  tax  their  .shipping 
facilities,  and  especially  so  now  on  account  of  the  car  shortage. 
Several  shippers  have  decided  not  to  accept  orders  for  chestnut 
coal  at  prevailing  low  figures,  and  as  most  of  them  are  short  of 


this  size,  price  is  more  firmly  held  than  on  any  other.  There  is  a 
continued  scarcity  of  all  rail  coal  of  all  sizes,  and  at  least  one 
shipper  has  been  instructed  to  refuse  any  further  orders  for  rail 
coal  temporarily,  because  of  the  continued  shortage  of  cars  at  the 
mines.  This  annual  shortage  in  the  car  supply  is  more  pronounced 
this  year  on  account  of  the  increased  freight  traffic  on  all  road.s, 
both  east  and  west,  though  it  may  not  be  felt  by  the  dealers  in 
the  interior  until  there  is  a  hea\’y  snowstorm  or  a  severe  cold 
snap.  The  selling  price  at  Buffalo  has  been  advanced  to  $4. 25 
gross  ton  in  effect  Nov.  i,  and  it  appears  to  be  very  generally  ad¬ 
hered  to  on  all  new  business.  This  advance  is  too  recent  to  have 
any  observable  effect  in  the  western  market,  but  there  is  less  in¬ 
clination  to  accept  new  orders  for  either  large  or  small  quantities 
at  figures  which  were  current  two  weeks  ago.  There  appears  to 
be  a  better  understanding  among  the  eastern  sales  agents,  and  it 
would  not  be  surprising  if  a  minimum  price  was  agreed  upon  and 
made  peremptory  to  the  trade  at  large  under  penalty  of  cessation 
of  further  supplies. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  to  show  some  slight  improvement 
both  in  demand  and  price.  During  the  past  week  the  general  de¬ 
mand  for  soft  coal,  either  steam  or  domestic,  has  not  been  quite 
so  active,  which  only  proves  the  fact  that  orders  are  very  largely 
confined  to  current  requirements  and  that  any  abrupt  change  in 
the  present  weather  conditions  would  not  only  greatly  increase  or¬ 
ders,  but  would  probably  stiffen  prices.  The  insistence  of  the  demur¬ 
rage  charge  referred  to  last  week,  it  was  thought  would  ease 
the  stringency  in  the  car  supply;  this  it  has  not  done,  and  the 
shortage,  if  anything,  is  even  worse  in  some  mining  sections.  So 
far  there  is  no  change  in  the  circular  on  Hocking  coal,  but  there 
is  no  knowing  how  soon  it  may  be  advanced.  All  of  the  better 
grades  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  coal  are  moving  more  freely  and 
those  which  show  care  in  their  preparation  are  given  a  decided 
preference.  Steam  coal  generally  is  in  fair  demand,  but  orders 
are  not  quite  as  large  as  they  were,  though  it  is  only  a  question 
of  a  few  weeks  when  they  will  be  active  enough  to  cause  con¬ 
siderable  hustling  to  supply  the  demand  under  the  present  poor 
car  service. 

Coke  continues  in  very  fair  demand  and  prices  are  now  steadier. 
Crushed  coke  also  shows  some  improvement. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  that  the  anthracite  coal 
trade  has  been  noticeably  stimulated  at  tide-water  by  the 
colder  weather.  While  prices  have  not  improved,  indications  are 
not  wanting  which  point  to  a  betterment.  It  is  understood  that 
the  initial  step  in  that  direction  will  be  made  by  restoring  rates  tc 
the  circular.  Such  a  move,  together  with  colder  weather,  would 
materially  aid  in  strengthening  the  market.  The  official  figures  are 
not  yet  to  hand,  but  a  careful  estimate  shows  that  the  output  from 
the  mines  during  October  did  not  exceed  4.500,000  tons.  .Stocks 
generally  in  and  around  the  city  are  light  and  increased  domestic 
consumption  augments  the  demand  in  a  wholesale  way.  The 
Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  shows  little  change.  Some  pro¬ 
ducers  say  they  could  do  more  business  if  more  cars  were  availa¬ 
ble,  while  others  complain  of  shortage  in  the  supply  of  vessels  at 
tide-water  shipping  points.  Reports  of  contracts  having  been 
taken  for  next  year  are  denied,  but  there  is  a  well-defined  rumor 
that  two  of  the  larger  producers,  who  are  strong  competitors, 
have  come  to  an  understanding  whereby  prices  will  be  advanced 
on  the  coming  season’s  business,  in  which  both  are  greatly  inter¬ 
ested.  It  is  said  in  this  connection  that  much  will  depend  on  the 
main  line  railroads.  Shipments  to  the  far  East  still  continue,  but 
orders  are  not  large  and  it  is  believed  that  the  majority  of  the  large 
contracts  have  been  cleaned  up.  Long  Island  Sound  trade  is  in  a 
healthy  condition  and  shipments  regular.  There  is  no  falling  off 
in  the  New  York  Harbor  business  and  orders  are  steady.  All  rail 
trade  is  quiet  and  the  tonnage  somewhat  less  than  it  was  at  this 
time  last  year.  There  is  more  inquiry  for  export  coal  and  it  is 
said  the  Russian  Government  is  looking  into  the  market  here  for 
coal.  Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  has  improved.  Cars  are 
scarce  except  with  those  who  control  their  own  rolling  stock. 

Pittsburg  advices  are  that  no  change  is  observable  in  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  coal  market.  Steam  coal  is  active  because  all  in- 
Market  Review  continued  on  page  518. 
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PRICES  F.  O.  B.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 

Nove.mber  2,  1898. 

Broken.  Egg.  Stove.  Nut 

Companies  Free  Burning 


White  Ash .  ^3-65  S3.90  $4.15  $3.90 

STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . $2,00-^2.35 

Buckwheat .  1.65-  2.00 

Rice . 1.30-  1.45 

AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 

White  ash . $5.00 

Pink  ash .  5.50 

Red  ash .  5.75 


The  weather  of  ihe  past  week,  while  not  so  sharp  as  the  producers  of  an¬ 
thracite  would  desire,  has  been  seasonable  enough  to  stimulate  noticeably  the 
tide  water  trade.  D  alers  have  been  carrying  very  light  stocks  in  this  vicinity 
and  any  demand  from  domestic  consumers  is  soon  reflected  by  their  own  in¬ 
creased  trade  with  the  who  esalers.  Prices,  however,  have  not  improved 
much  but  indications  point  toward  a  betterment  of  this  condition.  The  pres¬ 
ident  of  one  of  the  anthracite  companies  has  invited  the  other  presidents  to  a 
meeting  at  which  the  subject  of  prices  will  be  discussed.  It  is  understood  that 
a  majoiity  of  the  presidents  are  in  favor  of  advancing  present  values.  A  be¬ 
ginning  will  probably  be  made  by  restoring  rates  to  the  circular  basis.  This 
announcement,  together  with  a  few  days  of  co  d  weather,  would  materially 
strengthen  the  market.  While  there  was  some  disposition  to  mine  at  a  greatly 
increased  rate  last  month,  an  effective  check  to  over-production  was  found  in 
the  scarcity  of  cars.  The  estimates  of  the  October  production  are  not  yet  to 
hand,  but  it  is  not  expected  that  the  month’s  tonnage  exceeded  4,500,000  tons. 
Considerable  interest  was  aroused  by  the  announcement  that  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Canal  Company  had  de  ided  to  abandon  both  its  gravity  road  and  the 
canal.  Neither  of  these  has  been  c  perated  at  a  profit  for  some  time  past 
and  the  company's  decision  is  generally  regarded  as  good  business.  No 
change  will  be  made  in  the  selling  or  marketing  of  the  company’s  coal. 
The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  very  little  changed.  There  is  about 
the  usual  tonnage  being  mined  and  taken  care  of  by  the  consumers;  some  pro¬ 
ducers  claim  they  could  do  more  business  if  they  could  get  more  cars,  while 
others  compl  dn  of  the  shortage  of  vessel  supply  at  tide  water  shipping  points. 

The  rumor  of  contracts  having  been  taken  for  next  year’s  business  has 
been  denied.  It  is  now  reported  that  there  has  been  some  arrange  ment  made 
between  two  of  the  larger  producers  who  more  nearly  come  into  competition 
with  each  other  on  account  of  their  class  of  coal  w'lth  the  idea  of  advancing 
prices  on  the  business  of  the  coming  season .  It  would  seem,  however,  that 
this  question  will  lie  with  main  line  railroads  and  depend  whether  they  are 
tired  of  cutting  through  freight  rates  on  soft  coal. 

Sound  business  seems  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition,  taking  a  good  quantity 
of  coal  and  quite  regularly,  with  the  outlook  for  the  near  future  of  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  it. 

New  York  harbor  trade  shows  no  falling  off,  the  usual  inquiry  is  preva¬ 
lent  and  consumers  place  their  orders  in  the  usual  hands  for  their  supplies. 

All  rail  trade  is  quiet.  It  is  thought  this  tonnage  is  a  little  under  what  it 
was  this  time  last  year,  but  it  has  moved  along  for  the  last  few  weeks  in  much 
the  way  it  is  moving  now. 

There  has  been  some  inquiry  this  week  for  export  trade  and  the  Russian 
government  is  reported  as  making  inejuiries  for  soft  coal  in  this  market  for 
shipment  to  them. 

Cars  are  scarce  to  those  producers  not  controlling  their  own  in  sufficient 
quantities  and  some  parties  complain  they  could  do  more  business  if  they 
could  get  theircoal  forward  in  larger  quantities. 

Transportation  is  better  than  it  has  been  and  is  almost  up  to  what  is  ex- 
pect(  d  of  It. 

In  the  Coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  in  a  little  better  supply  than 
they  have  been,  though  not  up  to  what  would  be  liked.  It  is  thought  the  first 
of  the  large  number  of  vessels  that  have  been  de'ained  at  Maitha’s  Vineyard 
and  like  harbors  by  fogs  and  adverse  winds  has  begun  to  arrive. 

We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  from  Philadelphia  as  follows: 

To  Boston,  Salem,  Portland  and  Wareham,  85c  Alg;  Providence,  New 
Bedford  and  the  Sound,  75c  Alg;  Lynn,  90-1.00  Alg;  Newbuiypon,  95-1.00  Alg; 
Portsmouth,  Bath,  Beverly  &  Rockport,  90c  Alg;  Dover,  1.25  and  towage,  Alg; 
Saco,  1. 10  and  towage  Alg;  Gardiner,  i.oo  and  towage,  Alg;  Bangor,  i.io  Alg. 
Bitumunous  prices  about  same  as  las;  week. 


SAX  FRAXCISCO,  CAL. 

October  29,  1898. 

During  the  week  there  have  been  the  following  deliveries  of  coal :  Five 
from  Washington  with  14,390  tons,  four  from. Oregon  i,ic)0  tons,  four  from 
British  Columbia  12,096  ions,  two  from  the  Eastern  States  2,301  tons,  six  from 
Great  Britain  17,295  to  is,  one  from  Australia  3,021  tons,  total  50,293  tons.  The 
liberal  deliveries  this  week  of  foreign  coal  will  fill  a  large  number  of  contracts 
for  domestic  fuel,  which  is  called  f  r  at  this  season  of  the  year.  There  are 
several  vessels  still  due  from  Swansea  and  Australia.  But  few  new  names  are 
being  added  to  the  loading  list  in  England  and  Australia;  evidently  ship-owners 
are  waiting  for  our  seasonable  rams  to  declare  themselves,  before  heading 
their  property  in  this  dire.  tion.  Heavy  showers  throughout  the  State  next 
month,  would  place  a  long  list  of  coal  carriers  on  the  list,  as  coal  and  cement 
are  now  the  only  heavy  articles  whi  h  find  a  ready  sale  here,  as  the  duty  re¬ 
strictions  on  pig  iron  and  tin  plate  prohibit  their  importation.  The  present 
tonnage  en  route  to  San  Francisco  by  w.iter  from  all  sections,  is  less  than  one- 
halt  of  the  amount  afloat  at  the  same  time  in  1895.  This  is  a  very  discourag¬ 
ing  outlo  k  for  several  branches  of  trade,  as  every  vessel  entering  the  Golden 
Gate  leaves  considerable  money  for  ship  chandlers  and  provision  merchants. 
Of  course,  the  fewer  coal  carriers  coming  here  means  increased  sales  of  fuel 
by  our  Coast  collieries,  hence  the  loss  of  one  branch  aids  another,  but  the 
greater  benefit  to  the  greater  number  is  the  insurance  of  general  weal. 


PITTSBURH. 

November  3,  1898. 

The  closest  observer  of  trade  conditions  would  fail  to  find  any  material 
change  in  the  coal  trade  during  the  past  week.  In  local  circles  about  the 
same  conditions  prevail,  and  the  businessgoeson  in  the  same  old  way.  Thesea- 
son  has  not  been  particu'aily  good  for  domestic  consumption,  as  each  cold  snap 
has  been  followed  by  a  warm  spell.  Mill  consumption  has  been  very  good  for 
some  time  past,  but  this  week  it  is  falling  behind  somewhat,  as  a  number  of 
the  mills  and  factories  are  not  as  hard  pushed  as  they  were  a  few  weeks  ago. 
The  river  coal  trade  shows  nothing  new  this  week.  Empty  craft  is  being 
brought  up  from  the  last  rise,  and  the  indications  are  that  the  river  miners  will 
be  quite  busy  again.  In  all  the  pools,  mining  operations  are  showing  up  fairly 
well.  The  demand  for  river  coal  in  the  Pittsburg  consuming  district  is  hold¬ 
ing  its  own  and  many  mines  are  occupied  in  supplying  that  demand.  The 
railroad  mines  are  nearly  all  in  partial  operation,  but  it  is  stated  that  the  en¬ 
tire  capacity  employed  is  not  over  50  per  cent.  This  is  fully  sufficient  to  sup¬ 
ply  the  demand  as  the  lake  trade  is  about  done  for  the  season.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  the  total  output  of  the  railroad  mines  this  season  will  be  somewhat 
larger  than  that  of  last  year.  Prices  remain  as  they  were  at  last  report  with 
river  coal  on  wharf  still  quoted  at  3>^  per  bushel  for  lump,  run  of  mine  2j^c 
and  slack  2Xc.  Railroad  coal  is  82c  per  ton  at  mine,  $1.07  f.  o.  b  Pittsburg. 

Electric  mining  machinery  is  being  rapidly  introduced  in  the  mines  of  this 
district.  During  the  past  few  months  numerous  plants  have  been  put  in,  the 
latest  being  that  of  the  Mansfield  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  At  the  mines  of  this  company 
complete  electrical  cutters,  a  Naulage  system,  etc.,  have  been  installed.  The 
indications  are  thit  the  days  of  pi  :k  mining  in  the  Pittsburg  district  are  fast 
drawing  to  a  close.  Prices  are  being  reduced  to  such  a  degree  that  the  cheap¬ 
est  rate  of  production  h  is  become  a  necessity,  and  the  best  equipped  mines 
are  commanding  the  largest  share  of  trade. 

CIXCIXXATI,  OHIO. 

November  3,  1898. 

The  large  receipts  of  both  Pittsburg  and  Kanawha  river  coal  last  week 
had  less  effect  upon  this  market  than  it  was  thought  they  would  have.  The 
wholesale  price  of  Pittsburg  coal  dropped  at  once  from  4^  cents  a  bushel  to 
43^,  and  the  market  is  now  quite  slow  at  that  price;  but  the  retail  price  has 
been  held  up  to  $2.25  a  ton  delivered.  Trade  retail  has  been  very  good,  but 
much  warmer  weather  this  week  has  caused  a  great  dropping  off  in  orders 
during  the  past  few  days.  Most  of  the  retail  concerns  still  have  a  number  of 
orders  ahead,  and  the  output  of  coal  is,  as  yet,  unaffected.  As  nearly  as  can 
be  ascertained,  about  4,500,000  bushels  of  Pittsburg  coal  were  shipped  last 
week,  and  about  2,500,000  bushels  of  Kanawha.  About  5,000,000  bushels  of  the 
entire  shipment  were  left  at  Cincinnati.  This  is  a  very  large  stock  for  this 
time  of  year;  when  it  is  recalled  that  there  were  about  5,000000  on  hand  before 
the  recent  run,  it  will  be  seen  readily  that  there  is  no  immediate  danger  of  a 
coal  famine  here.  Notwithstanding  the  almost  glutted  market,  railroad  coal 
business  is  good.  Cars  have  been,  and  are  yet,  quite  scarce;  but  on  the  whole, 
the  rad  business  is  quite  satisfactory.  Prices  range  from  $1.65  to  $1  75  a  ton 
on  tracks  here  for  the  best  rail  coal.  Nut  and  slack  continue  plentiful,  and 
the  market  is  weak  at  3X  to  33^  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  barges.  Anthracite 
is  firm  at  $5.75  and  $6.00  a  ton  delivered  to  consumers. 


ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

November  3,  1898. 

The  coal  situation  here  remains  practically  the  same  as  last  week,  except 
that  the  firmer  condition  of  the  maiket  has  been  augmented  if  anything.  The 
increased  demand  for  bituminous  keeps  up  excellently  well  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  weather  is  considerably  warmer,  hut  there  is  a  great  shortage  of 
cars  on  the  roads  hauling  from  the  Illinois  to  East  St.  Louis.  All  these  fac¬ 
tors  conspire  to  keep  up  the  price  of  coal.  The  higher  grades  are  quotably 
little  if  any  higher  than  for  some  time  past,  although  actual  sales  are  much 
more  in  accord  with  open  quotations  than  for  some  time  past.  Last  week  we 
quoted  standard  bituminous,  car  lots,  f.  o.  b..  East  St.  Louis,  at  $1.05  to $1.10, 
which  was  10  and  15  cents  in  advance  of  the  previously  prevai  ing  price. 
Now  it  is  exceedingly  doubtful  whether  any  coal  can  be  bought  for  less  than 
$1.15,  and  one  or  two  sales  were  heard  of  at  Si. 25,  but  this  must  be  regarded 
as  an  extreme  at  this  stage  of  the  game  at  any  rate. 

According  to  the  returns  of  the  St  Louis  Coal  Traffic  Bureau,  receipts  of 
bituminous  coal  at  East  St.  Louis  during  last  month  and  also  for  the  same 
month  of  the  three  preceding  months  were  as  follows:  October,  1898,  13.287 
cars  or  351,961  tons;  October,  1897,  12  393  cars  or  299987  tons;  October,  1896, 
14,115  cars,  or  328,056  tons;  October,  1895,  ^6.759  cars,  or  374,791  tons. 

'1  here  is  no  change  in  anthracite  except  that  the  tendency  here  also  is 
firmer.  There  is  still  a  shortage  of  chestnut  on  this  market.  The  average 
quotations  f.  o.  b.  East  St.  Louis  are  $4.75  and  $5.00.  On  track  St.  Louis  $5.40© 
5  65.  Delivered  to  consumer,  $6.25@6.5o  for  broken  and  smaller  sizes  re¬ 
spectively. 


The  Thacker  Coal  and  Coke  Company,  of  Kenova,  West  Virginia,  will, 
on  Monday  next,  open  a  coal  yard  in  Middletown,  Ohio,  at  the  M.  &  C.  Rail¬ 
road  yard.  Mr.  J.  B.  Branch,  of  Middletown,  a  gentleman  of  experience,  will 
have  charge  of  ihe  business,  and  states  that  he  is  going  to  make  the  other 
dealers  hustle  to  keep  their  trade. 

The  growth  of  the  coal  trade  in  Maryland  is  approaching  the  phenomenal 
in  tonnage.  These  constant  reports  of  increased  output  in  the  George’s  Creek 
(Cumberland)  egion  mean  much  to  that  state.  More  capital  is  going  into 
these  enterprises  every  year  and  big  profits  are  being  reaped.  But  the  fact 
is  the  coal  industry  is  only  beginning. 

Great  improvrments  have  been  carried  on  at  the  colliery  at  Natalie,  near 
Shamokin,  Pa.  The  entire  inside  workings  have  been  placed  in  first-class 
condition  at  great  expense  so  that  they  are  in  full  readiness  for  resumption  at 
a  moment's  notice,  and  within  a  few  (lays  it  is  expected  that  operations  will 
commence.  Mr.  W.  A.  Kitts,  of  Trov,  N.  Y.,  who  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
property  by  the  receiver  is  still  in  authority  and  has  made  many  friends. 
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The  movement  of  anthracite  coal  from  docks  and  yards  to  the  dealer 
trade  shows  a  decided  falling  off  this  week  owing  to  the  milder  weather.  This, 
however,  is  not  causing  any  concern  to  wholesalers  who  always  expect  the  local 
demand  to  be  more  or  less  variable  during  the  early  days  of  November.  W ith 
some  of  the  companies  and  large  retailers  there  is  a  decided  shortage  of  chest¬ 
nut  and  No.  2  nut,  and  large  orders  for  those  sizes  alone  are  not  looked  upon 
with  much  favor  either  at  wholesale  or  in  a  small  way.  One  of  the  sales 
agents  says;  “We  will  not  accept  orders  for  carloads  of  chestnut  coal  alone, 
that  is,  without  a  due  proportion  of  large  sizes,  at  present  low  prices.  We 
can  sell  all  the  coal  we’ve  got  or  shall  get  this  season  without  making  sacri¬ 
fices  and  we  don’t  propose  to  do  it.  Yes,  the  advance  of  the  circular  at  Buf¬ 
falo  from  $4  to  S4-25  gross  ton  is  satisfactory  and  should  stiffen  the  market 
here,  but  I  am  afraid  too  much  coal  has  been  bought  on  contract  for  it  to  affect 
the  price  for  some  weeks  to  come — eventually  it  will  be  felt  and  probably  be¬ 
fore  Christmas  arrives.”  Report  has  it  that  a  good  deal  of  the  anthracite  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  docks  this  and  last  week  is  in  a  wet  condition,  and  consequently 
not  in  a  favorable  state  to  be  loided  into  cars  right  away.  Few  of  the  shippers 
are  accumulating  any  large  stocks  of  coal  on  dock,  and  in  a  general  way  they 
are  light  for  this  time  of  the  year.  Coal  at  wholesale  is  quoted  at  $4.50  to 
$4. 75,  according  to  circumstances  and  size  of  coal  wanted.  Retail  sales  are 
made  at  $5.25  to  S5  50. 

Generally  there  is  a  better  demand  for  soft  coal  but  it  is  hardly  up  to  the 
activity  shown  last  week,  yet  the  call  for  fuel  is  steady,  which  in  a  manner 
offsets  the  slight  falling  off  due  to  the  milder  weather.  There  is  a  stronger 
tone  to  the  market  since  the  sharp  application  of  the  demurrage  law  went  into 
effect,  and  as  most  of  the  trade  is  to  supply  current  needs  only,  any  increase 
in  the  present  demand  will  undoubtedly  strengthen  the  market  and  bring  the 
figures  up  to  the  full  circular.  The  consensus  of  opinion  among  operators, 
jobbers  and  the  trade  generally,  is,  that  there  will  be  a  fairly  good  business 
done  in  bituminous  coal  this  fall  and  winter,  in  both  steam  and  domestic  coal- 
Hocking  is  firm  with  advancing  tendency,  Indiana  block  and  other  good 
grades  a  shade  stronger  and  Northern  Illinois  steady,  while  some  Southern 
Illinois  coals  have  been  advanced  a  notch  or  two.  Few  mines  are  running  fo 
anything  like  capacity,  on  account  of  the  shortage  of  cars,  and  it  is  now 
extremely  doubtful  if  there  will  be  any  increased  supply  until  about  Christ¬ 
mas.  A  heavy  fall  of  snow  or  a  severe  storm  would  make  itself  felt  in  the 
market  almost  immediately,  as  dealers  outside  of  the  large  towns  continue  to 
buy  lightly  and  stocks  generally  are  small. 

Laundries  are  taking  in  good  supplies  of  coke,  and  in  a  general  way  the 
demand  is  fairly  steady.  Prices  are  reasonably  firm.  Shippers  of  crushed 
coke  report  a  moderate  demand. 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

November  3,  1898. 

The  market  for  anthracite  is  brisk,  with  an  active  demand  for  all  sizes, 
and  a  scarcity  of  coal  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  cars.  Prices  have  advanced  so 
that  egg,  stove  and  nut  are  selling  at  $4.25  per  gross  ton  and  grate  at  $4.00. 
The  nominal  quotations  have  been  even  higher  than  this  all  summer,  but  it  is 
well  known  that  actual  transactions  have  been  far  below  the  nominal  quoted 
figures,  so  that  the  prices  given  above  represent  an  advance. 

^  The  bituminous  market  is  also  extremely  active,  with  a  scarcity  of  all 
grades  brought  about  by  a  lack  of  cars.  The  smaller  sizes  of  bituminous, 
such  as  nut  and  slack  and  nut,  have  advanced  from  loc  to  150  per  ton  since  No¬ 
vember  I  St.  .  ,  .  ,  .  ,  ■  •  .  n  ,  . 

The  nominal  quotations  which  have  been  in  existence  all  summer,  but 
which  have  not  represented  actual  transactions,  are  not  repeated  in  this  letter 
and  will  not  be  given  hereafter  unless  they  are  more  in  accord  with  the  real 

'^^'^ShVpments  of  coal  from  this  port  for  the  week  ending  October  29th,  aggre¬ 
gated  87,080  tons,  distributed  as  follows:  Chicago  42,800  tons,  Milwaukee 
16800,  Duluth  6,000,  Superior  5,700,  Toledo  7,270  Gladstone,  1,000.  Green  Bay 
I  ^00  Depot  Harbor  1.200,  Racine  2,150.  Lake  Linden  2,960.  The  feature  of 
the  week’s  shipments  is  the  large  proportion  going  to  Chicago,  and  a  consider¬ 
able  shipment  to  Toledo.  This  is  what  might  fairly  be  expected,  as  shipments 
of  coal  for  the  balance  of  the  season  will  be  partly  influenced  by  the  scarcity 
of  cars,  and  should  show  an  increase  to  those  regions  which  are  usually  partly 
supplied  by  all-rail  routes.  The  total  shipments  of  anthracite  coal  from  the 
port  of  Buffalo  during  the  month  of  October  were  347.090  tons,  and  for  the  sea¬ 
son  of  i8g8  to  November  ist.  1,985  280  tons,  as  compared  with  1,619,614  tons 
during  the  corresponding  period  in  1897. 

Freight  rates  on  coal  remain  practically  unchanged:  current  rates  to  the 
different  ports  being  as  follows:  Chicago  50c,  Milwaukee  50c,  Duluth  20c, 
Toledo  25c,  Superior  20c.  Green  Bay  40c,  Gladstone  20c,  Lake  Linden  40c.  It 
has  been  reported  that  the  freight  market  was  weakening,  but  vessel  agents 
state  that  this  is  not  the  case,  and  that  the  50c  rate  to  Lake  Michigan  is  still 
firni  and  with  no  sign  of  a  reduction.  Ohio  ports  have  been  taking  the  surplus 
vessels  for  bituminous  coal.  It  is,  however,  reported  today  that  the  Milwaukee 
rate  from  Ohio  ports  dropped  from  50c  to  40c  yesterday.  No  charters  were 
made  public  at  the  latter  figure,  however,  and  it  is  questionable  whether  the 
reduction  has  taken  place.  Even  if  it  has  it  may  not  affect  the  Buffalo  route. 


BOSTON.  MASS. 

November  2,  1898. 

There  is  yet  a  quiet  business  doing  in  anthracite  coal  at  first  hands,  about 
the  only  strength  of  the  market  coming  from  freight  rates.  Vessels  hold  high 
and  charters  have  been  made  even  above  last  week’s  figures.  The  rate  from 
Philadelphia  is  quoted  at  8o@85c,with  Baltimore  at  90@95c;  Norfolk  and  New¬ 
port  News  at  85@90C,  and  New  York  at  6o@65c.  Quotations  for  stove  f.  o.  b., 
are $3  75@3.85  at  New  York,  with  egg  and  chestnut  at  $3.5o@3.6o,  and  broken 
at  $3.25@3.35.  Lykens  \’alley  stove  is  quoted  at  $5.10. 

There  is  a  good  steady  demand  at  retail  with  no  change  in  prices.  Stove 
delivered  is  selling  at  $5:  egg  and  nut  at  $4.75;  furnace,  $4.50;  pea,  $3.50; 
Franklin,  86.50;  Cumberland,  $3. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  quiet  with  prices  fairly  steady.  Prices  are 
quoted;  Georges  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Philadelphia,  8i -751  Clearfield,  $1.25 
@1.35;  New  River,  f.  o.  b.  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  8i-65@i. 751  Georges 
Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Baltimore.  S1.65. 

Pocket  prices  at  Mystic  wharf,  Salem,  and  Newburyport  for  anthracite 
coal  are  nominally  as  follows: 


Bkn.  Egg.  Stove.  Cht. 

Hard  white  ash .  4  60  4  85  5  0°  4  75 

Free  white  ash .  4  5°  4  75  5  0°  4  75 

Shamokin .  5  0°  5  ^5  4  85 

Lykens  Valley .  6  10  6  25  - 


The  receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  in  this  port  the  past  week 
and  since  January  i,  compared  with  last  year,  have  been: 


1898.  1897. 

Week.  Year  Week.  Year. 

Anthracite .  47.269  1,494,593  22,344  1,636,682 

Bituminous .  27,217  1,452,932  1,95°  >,255.038 


Receipts  of  Provincial  coal  at  this  port  since  Jan.  i  foot  up  11,326  tons. 


DULUTH  AND  SUPERIOR. 

November  2,  1898. 

The  improved  condition  of  the  anthracite  coal  market  at  Buffalo  has  been 
reflected  at  the  head  of  the  lakes.  The  companies  are  busy  filling  orders 
placed  early  in  the  season  and  business  is  active.  While  the  total  coal  on  the 
docks  is  probably  as  large  as  the  trade  requires  at  this  season,  some  of  the 
shippers  are  short  of  certain  sizes.  The  difficulty  in  getting  boats  at  low  rates 
to  move  coal  up  the  lakes  still  continues.  A  number  of  the  companies  operat¬ 
ing  yards  at  interior  towns  have  advanced  the  retail  prices  of  both  hard  and 

soft  coal.  ,  ,  ,  ,  .  .  ■  ,  ■  j- 

There  is  an  increased  demand  here  for  the  darker  anthracites  which  indi¬ 
cates  that  the  consumers  are  fast  learning  to  judge  of  the  quality  of  coal  for 
its  true  worth  rather  than  for  its  appearance.  The  rains  of  the  last  few  weeks 
have  interfered  with  the  preparation  of  coal,  especially  hard  coal,  with  the  re¬ 
sult  that  complaints  from  dealers  have  been  more  frequent.  The  quotations 
for  domestic  sizes  continues  at  84-25  a  ton.  Some  particular  sizes  are 

^  Instructions  were  given  to  sales  agents  under  date  of  November  i,  to  ad¬ 
vance  coal  to  the  following  quotations  on  cars  at  the  head  of  the  lakes. 
Smokeless,  mine  run,  S2.50;  smokeless,  egg  and  lump,  and  Briar  Hill,  S3-00’. 
Youghiogheny  lump.  West  Virginia  lump,  and  splint.  Wheeling  creek  lump 
and  No.  8  Pittsburg,  82.40;  (screened  nut  m  stored  coals  20  cents  less  and 
unscreened  15  cents  less);  Youghiogheny  screenings,  8i-75:  Ohio  screenings, 
$1.25;  Cumberland  smithing  coal,  83-30;  Blossburg  smithing  coal,  $3. 50. 

The  low  price  which  has  been  made  during  this  season  on  soft  coal  and 
the  reduced  freight  rate  to  the  southwest  has  placed  considerable  eastern 
coal  at  points  heretofore  supplied  by  Wyoming  and  other  western  states. 

Demurrage  is  being  strictly  enforced  in  all  northwestern  towns  and  there 

is  difficulty  in  getting  cars.  i  .u  ■  . 

The  first  snow  fell  here  on  October  27  but  did  not  last  long.  In  the  inte¬ 
rior  towns,  however,  it  is  colder  than  here.  „  ,  ^  j  -  1 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  has  a  bad  fire  m  its  coal 

pile  on  the  dock  at  Superior.  It  has  been  burning  for  a  week  and  the  fire  has 

nnt  vet  been  cut  off.  although  a  large  force  of  men  is  at  work. 


CONNELLSVJLLE,  PA. 

November  i,  1898. 

The  coke  trade  in  the  Connellsville  region  last  week  made  another  sur¬ 
prising  leap  upward  and  is  now  climbing  to  the  clouds.  The  production  was 
not  only  larger  than  for  any  week  since  May,  but  came  within  a  few  tons  of 
overreaching  that  mark  and  the  record  for  any  week  m  the  year.  The  fur¬ 
naces  are  at  present  very  active,  especially  in  lines  which  require  much  pig  iron 
and  a  heavy  consequent  consumption  of  coke.  Structural  iron  is  so  niuch  m 
demand  that  some  mills  have  refused  to  book  new  orders.  It  is  prqbable  that 
no  coke  companies  are  refusing  orders  on  deliveries  based  on  prices  above 
81.50  a  ton,  but  the  region  will  in  a  short  time  be  at  its  full  capacity  ff  the  up¬ 
ward  tendency  continues.  Some  time  ago  The  Courier  predicted  that  the 
weekly  production  would  reach  150,000  tons  before  Christmas  and  the  proph¬ 
ecy  was  fulfilled  last  week,  the  production,  estimated  on  the  active  ovens  and 
the  working  time,  having  been  a  few  tons  in  excess  of  that  figure. 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,ooo  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption,  are  as  follows: 

To  Pittsburg: . . 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  V alley . 1.10 

To  Cleveland,  O . \ 

To  Buffalo,  N.  Y . Ly® 

To  Detroit.  Mich . f.io 

To  Cincinnati,  . . l- J," 

To  Toledo,  . . 2  0“ 

To  Columbus,  O . 1-;*“ 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . 2.;““ 

To  Louisville.  Ky . -4-91 

To  Chicago.  Ill . 2.26 


To  St.  Louis,  Mo . $2.90 

To  East  St.  Louis . 2.25 

To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

To  Joliet,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Peoria,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Baltimore . 1-95 

To  Boston . 3  50 

To  Montreal,  Can . 3.91J4 

To  New  York . 2.94 

To  Philadelphia . 2.15 
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INFKA(  TION  OF  THE  ('OXSTITUTIOXAL  LAW  BY  (JOVEKXOR  TAXNEK. 


In  our  issue  of  October  8th,  the  following  appeared,  and  as  most  of  our 
readers  are  not  fully  posted  as  to  the  constitution  and  amendments  referred  to 
they  are  now  given ; 

“If  the  press  dispatches  are  correct.  Governor  Tanner  in  declaring  him¬ 
self  as  entirely  opposed  to  the  importation  of  labor  from  other  states  into  Illi¬ 
nois  to  take  the  place  of  striking  miners,  has  laid  himself  open  to  bitter 
criticism.  Not  only  that  but  he  is  violating  the  XI\'  Amendment  to  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  Second  Section  of  Article  IV. 
Under  these  constitutional  provisions,  the  negro  miners  from  other  states  have 
the  same  right  to  seek  and  obtain  work  in  the  Pana  mines  as  the  riotous  citi¬ 
zens  of  Pana,  for  whom  the  Governor  expresses  so  much  solicitude.  It  may  be 
bad  policy,  it  may  even  be  rank  injustice,  for  Illinois  mine  owners  to  go  out¬ 
side  of  the  state  for  labor  when  they  can  no  longer  obtain  willing  workers 
within  its  borders,  but  if  they  are  thereby  committing  any  wrong  act  of  which 
the  law  will  take  cognizance,  it  is  for  the  courts  to  decide  the  matter  and  not  for 
the  governor  of  the  state.” 

In  taking  th's  position  Governor  Tanner,  referring  to  his  orders  to  the 
commander  of  the  state  troops  at  Virden  “Not  to  allow  any  portion  of  his 
command  to  aid  mine  owners  in  operating  their  mines  with  imported  labor,” 
has  violated  the  XIV  Amendment  which  expressly  prohibits  any  state  from 
denying  “to  any  person  within  its  jurisdiction  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws.” 
In  regard  to  the  Alabama  negro  miners  imported  to  supply  the  places  of  the 
striking  miners  he  used  the  forces  at  hand  to  prevent  their  entry  into  Virden 
thereby  violating  the  Second  Section  of  Article  IV  which  explicitly  declares 
that  “The  citizens  of  each  state  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immuni¬ 
ties  of  citizens  in  the  several  states.”  In  the  exercise  of  their  legal  rights  the 
mine  owners  will  probably  insist  and  may  compel  the  state  authorities  to  pro¬ 
tect  them  in  operating  their  property,  which  is  clearly  within  their  province. 
To  do  this  he  must  stultify  himself  in  view  of  the  foregoing.  It  is  self  evident 
that  the  Governor  of  Illinois  either  does  not  understand  his  legal  responsibili¬ 
ties  and  limitations,  or  else  he  cares  little  or  nothing  about  them.  In  either 
case  he  is  a  dangerous  man  to  be  intrusted  with  the  executive  power  of  a  great 
state. 

In  view  of  the  above  legal  status  of  the  case  and  the  stand  taken  by  the 
chief  Executive  of  Illinois,  it  is  somewhat  surprising  to  see  the  position  as¬ 
sumed  by  our  New  York  contemporary  in  its  issue  of  October  26th.  In  this 
article  the  legal  aspect  of  the  acts  of  the  mine  owners  and  their 
rights  as  property  owners  are  entirely  overlooked  or  ignored  as  shown 
in  the  following;  “The  attitude  of  the  Governor  towards  the  strikers 
and  his  instructions  to  the  military  that  they  were  to  disarm  the 
people  found  with  fire-arms  in  their  possession  and  that  they  were  not  to  give 
countenance  or  encouragement  to  the  actions  of  employers  in  their  attempt  to 
coerce  their  workingmen  nor  to  lend  assistance  to  the  employers  in  their  efforts 
to  substitute  scab  for  union  labor,  etc."  Again,  “The  Governor  has  repeatedly 
asserted  and  has  reiterated  his  assertion,  that  he  is  opposed  to  the  importation 
of  labor  into  Illinois,  giving  as  one  of  his  reasons  that  there  is  labor  enough 
and  more  coming  of  its  own  volition  to  perform  all  the  work  that  is  to  be  done 
in  the  state.”  Both  of  these  are  direct  infractions  of  the  constitutional  law 
bearing  upon  the  subject  as  above  quoted.  Mine  owners  have  the  undisputed 
legal  right  to  employ  whom  they  please,  but  as  to  the  policy  or  equity  of  such 
proceedings  is  another  question  outside  of  the  cognizance  of  the  law. 


AXTHKACITE  COAL  ON  WARSHIPS. 

The  determination  of  the  NavyDepartment  to  test  the  merits  of  anthracite 
coal  upon  one  of  the  government  war  vessels,  is  only  fair  to  one  of  the  great¬ 
est  industries  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  his  speech  at  the  reception  to  Lieutenant  Haesler,  of  the  Texas,  at 
Pottsville  recently,  the  Hon.  Charles  N.  Brumm,  c(  ngressman  from  the  Schuyl¬ 
kill  district,  forcibly  presented  the  reasons  why  the  government  should  not  bar 
anthracite  from  the  navy.  Mr.  Brumm,  like  Lieutenant  Haesler,  is  a  product 
of  the  anthracite  region  himself,  and  has  diligent'y  sought  to  have  the  depart¬ 
ment  cease  its  discrimination  against  what  he  truthfully  calls  the  best  coal  in 
the  world.  He  said: 

“We  have  a  coal  here,  Lieutenant,  which,  you  know,  is  absolutely  smokeless. 
With  it  we  can  steal  on  the  enemy  forty  miles  before  they  know  what  we  are 
about.  We  have  a  coal  here  which  is  not  subject  to  spontaneous  combu-tion. 
We  have  a  coal  here  that  has  more  power  to  the  cubic  foot  than  the  best  Poca¬ 
hontas  coal  that  ever  was  mined.  We  have  a  coal  here  that  can  be  packed 
better,  so  that  the  room  now  taken  up  by  heavy  bulkheads  between  the  bunk¬ 
ers  and  the  rest  of  the  vessel  can  be  utilized  for  some  other  purpose.  We  have 
a  coal  here  that  does  not  deterioriate  for  twenty  years  to  any  material  extent, 
and  which  no  other  nation  has,  and  now  that  we  are  getting  coaling  stations 
all  over  the  world,  the  old  idea  that  the  grate  cannot  be  changed  to  suit  every 
coaling  station  is  no  longer  an  argument  against  our  anthracite  coal  at  any 
station  that  may  be  necessary  for  us  to  have  it  in  large  quantities,  and  it  will  not 
spoil.  We  have  the  advantage  of  having  the  sole  use  of  it  and  no  other  nation 
can  have  it  withi  ut  permission,  and  now.  Lieutenant,  we  only  ask  that  you  help 
us  to  get  them  to  use  anthracite  coal.” 

It  was  impossible  for  Lieutenant  Haesler  to  reply  to  this  without  seeming 
to  criticise  his  superiors,  but  it  is  not  difficult  to  believe  that  he  was  in  sympa¬ 
thy  with  the  speaker’s  words.  ^ 


POSSIBILITIES  OF  AMERICAN  COAL  IN  EUROPE. 


The  recent  shipment  of  cargoes  of  American  coal  to  Cape  Town,  South 
Africa,  to  the  Cape  \'erde  Islands,  and  to  other  foreign  ports  to  which  Ameri¬ 
can  coal  has  not  before  been  sent,  has  been  commented  on  with  considerable 
interest.  The  strike  in  the  Cardiff  coal  regions  of  Wales  is  probably  respon¬ 
sible  more  than  anything  else  for  these  new  markets  for  American  coal,  and 
time  only  will  show,  after  the  strikes  are  settled,  whether  American  coal  can 
be  sent  to  foreign  ports  in  competition  with  that  produced  and  mined  in  Great 
Britain. 

A  letter  from  a  correspondent  of  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum, 
in  Zutphen,  Holland,  on  the  subject  of  the  coal  trade,  is  of  particular  interest  at 
this  time.  The  correspondent  says  that  Holland  does  not  produce  any  coal, 
that  used  being  imported  from  Germany  and  England.  There  are  no  official 
statistics  as  to  the  extent  of  the  importation,  but  it  is  estimated  at  200,000  or 
300,000  tons  per  month,  by  far  the  greater  proportion  coming  from  Germany. 
The  English  coal,  he  says  is  from  the  South  Yorkshire  district,  and  is  shipped 
by  way  of  Leith,  Go<  le,  Hull  and  Grimsbv.  Gas  coals  are  shipped  by  direct 
steamers  from  Newcastle.  German  coals  are  from  the  Westphalia  and  Rhine 
districts,  and  are  chiefly  sent  by  railway. 

The  competition  between  German  and  English  coal  is  very  keen  at  the 
seaports  of  Amsterdam,  Rotterdam  and  Antwerp.  In  the  interior  the  English 
f  oal  is  not  handled  under  such  favorable  conditions,  owin?  to  the  fact  that  the 
exi  enses  for  unloading  the  ocean  steamers  and  for  loading  the  coal  on  the 
railway  cars  are  very  high,  while  most  of 'the  German  coals  are  sent  direct 
from  ihe  mines  by  railway. 

The  actual  prices  which  are  paid  for  good  quality,  the  Museum’s  corre¬ 
spondent  cays  are  as  follows:  Rough  slack,  $1.80;  screened,  50  to  60  percent 
rough,  $2.20,  and  double  screened.  80  per  cent  rough,  $2.55  per  ton,  delivered 
at  Amsterdam,  Rotterdam  and  Antwerp. 

The  Museum’s  correspondent  expresses  the  opinion  that  if  American  coal 
can  be  sold  at  about  the  prices  mentioned,  he  thinks  that  there  is  an  opportu¬ 
nity  for  its  introduction  in  Holland  and  Belgium. 


Market  Review  continued  from  page  gig. 
diistrial  plants  are  rnnningf,  thotigh  they  are  not  pushed  as  hard  as 
they  were  several  weeks  ago.  The  river  mines  are  doing  fairly 
well,  but  the  railroad  mines  are  only  partially  operated — to  about  50 
per  cent  of  the  capacity.  Lake  shipments  are  tapering  off 
and  it  is  estimated  that  the  tonnage  is  larger  than  last  year. 

Our  Cincinnati  correspondent  reports  that  the  large  receipts  of 
Pittsburg  and  Kanawha  coal  last  week  produced  less  effect  on  the 
market  than  had  been  expected.  Of  the  7,000, 000  bushels  which 
came  down  the  river  about  5,000,000  bushels  were  left  at  Cincin¬ 
nati,  which  together  with  the  large  amount  on  hand  almost  gluts 
the  market.  Despite  this,  railroad  coal  business  is  active,  though 
cars  are  scarce. 

St.  Louis  advices  are  that  there  is  a  firmer  market  there,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  warmer  weather.  The  great  shortage  in  the 
car  supply  continues,  which  in  itself  is  sufficient  to  stiffen  prices 
on  all  grades  of  coal.  Anthracite  begins  to  manifest  an  upward 
tendency  and  prices  are  fi  -mer.  Chestnut  size  is  in  short  supply. 

Buffalo  advices  are  that  the  anthracite  market  is  active,  with 
good  demand  for  all  sizes,  and  a  scarcity  of  coal,  owing  to  short¬ 
age  of  cars.  Selling  prices  are  higher,  at  $4  for  gi'ate  and  $4.25 
for  egg,  stove  and  nut,  gross,  f.  o.  b.  cars.  Bituminous  coal  is 
also  very  active,  and  some  shortage  of  all  grades,  on  account  of 
lack  of  cars.  November  i,  nut  and  slack  coal  were  advanced  10 
cents  to  1 5  cents  per  ton.  Shipments  of  coal  westward  by  lake, 
for  the  week  ending  October  29,  aggregated  87, 080  tons,  distributed 
as  follows:  Chicago,  42,800  tons;  Milwaukee,  16,800  tons;  Du¬ 
luth,  6,000  tons;  Superior,  5,700  tons;  Toledo,  7,270  tons;  Glad¬ 
stone,  1,000  tons;  Green  Bay,  1,200  tons;  Depot  Harbor,  1,200 
tons;  Racine,  2,150  tons,  and  Lake  Linden,  2,960  tons.  The 
feature  of  the  week’s  shipments  is  the  heavy  proportion  coming  to 
Chicago.  The  total  amount  of  anthracite  shipped  during  October 
was  347,090  tons,  and  for  the  season  of  1898  to  November  i, 
1,985,280  tons,  as  compared  with  1,619,614  tons  for  the  same 
time  in  1897.  It  is  reported  that  the  water  freight  rates  to  Mil¬ 
waukee  from  Ohio  ports  dropped  from  50  cents  to  40  cents  this 
week. 

Our  Duluth-Superior  correspondent  reports  that  the  improved 
condition  of  the  anthracite  market  af  Buffalo  has  been  reflected 
there,  and  at  a  number  of  towns  in  the  interior  retail  prices  have 
been  advanced  on  both  hard  and  soft  coal.  There  is  an  increased 
demand  for  the  darker  anthracite  coal.  November  1  all  grades  of 
soft  coal  were  advanced  in  price,  and  there  is  considerable  firm¬ 
ness  in  the  market.  Low  prices  and  reduced  freight  rates  have 
been  the  means  of  introducing  eastern  coal  at  points  heretofore 
supplied  by  Wyoming  and  other  western  states.  Demurrage  is 
strictly  enforced,  and  cars  are  becoming  scarcer. 


A  new  company  is  developing  50,000  acres  of  fine  coal  land  in  Reno 
County,  West  Virginia.  A  line  of  railroad  will  connect  with  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  on  the  Greenbrier  and  Grafton  branch. 
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I  ON  THE  WING.  I 


On  page  524  an  Indiana  mine  owner  retiring  from  business  offers  his 
plant  for  sale  at  a  low  price. 


*  * 


Coal  shipments  from  Rock  Springs,  Wyo.,  are  greater  than  ever  before 
and  500  more  miners  are  wanted. 


*  * 


I  * 
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A  correspondent  at  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.,  says,  ‘‘It  is  estimated  that  this 
year's  output  of  anthracite  coal  will  reach  41,000,000  tons.” 

*  * 

Congrat  ulationson  his  marriage  are  in  order  to  the  New  York  representa¬ 
tive  of  The  Black  Diamond,  Dr.  S.  O.  Graeb. 

* 

:1c  dc 

Benjamin  Gray,  President  of  the  West  Point  Jellico  Coal  Co.,  Grays,  Ky., 

died  at  Corbin  that  state,  October  30.  He  had  been  sick  a  few  days  only. 

* 

*  * 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  a  growing  shortage  of  steam  sizes  of 
anthracite  which  is  now  extending  to  chestnut,  on  which  greater  firmness  is 
noted. 

V 

Mr.  E.  I.  Foster,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  one  of  the  best  known  coal  opera¬ 
tors  in  that  state,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  calling  upon  old  friends  and  mak¬ 
ing  new  ones. 

*  * 

A  new  Illinois  corporation  is  the  Wolschlag  Co-operative  Coal  Company, 
Peoria,  with  a  cipital  of  514,000,  for  mining  coal;  incorporators,  C.  Berger, 
Chris  Burt  and  G.  Blank,  Jr. 

* 

*  * 

According  to  our  correspondent  at  West  Superior,  Wis.,  the  wholesale 
coal  business  continues  active  and  the  aggregate  shipments  from  the  docks 
there  aggregate  15,000  tons  daily. 

j.* 

.  *  * 

Joseph  Byron,  a  coal  dealer  doing  business  at  Fourteenth  and  Gratiot 
streets,  St.  Louis,  was  run  over  by  a  Chicago  &  Alton  train  last  Friday  night, 
receiving  injuries  from  which  he  died  this  week. 

*  * 

The  reason  of  the  recent  sharp  advance  in  lake  coal  freights  from  Erie 
to  Michigan,  which  are  about  d  ruble  the  rate' to  Superior,  is  that  a  larger  ton¬ 
nage  and  better  rates  are  obtainable  from  the  head  of  the  lakes. 

*  * 

The  St.  Bernard  Coal  Co.,  Earlington,  Ky.,  is  doing  a  good  business  but  is 
handicapped  by  the  prevailing  scarcity  of  cars.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
board  of  directors,  last  week,  a  dividend  of  i  per  cent  was  declared,  making  4 
per  cent  for  the  year. 

♦ 

*  + 

The  November  circular  and  price  list  of  the  Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  and  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  says:  ‘‘When  you  are  ready  to  place  your 
next  order  for  anthracite  coal,  be  sure  to  write  us.  It  will  always  pay  you  to 
send  your  business  to  us.” 

*  * 

The  Schuylkill  Coal  Exchange,  Pottsville,  Pa.,  according  to  the  prices  of 
anthracite  coal  sold  in  October  the  average  of  which  is  52.24,  6,  the  rate  of 
wages  to  be  paid  in  last  half  of  October,  and  first  half  of  November,  1898,  is  (8) 
per  cent  below  the  $2.50  basis. 

The  islands  in  the  Phillipines  known  to  contain  coal  deposits  are,  Luzon, 
Mindoro,  Carraway,  Rapu  Rapu,  Senarara,  Negros,  Mashete,  Samar,  Penay, 
Leyto,  Cuba  and  Mindanas.  This  is  from  the  official  report  by  Prof.  Geo.  F. 
Becker  to  the  government  at  Washington. 

*  * 

The  monthly  calendar  circular  for  November,  issued  by  the  Ohio  Central 
Fuel  Company,  Colu  mbus,  Ohio,  shows  a  very  neat  hunting  picture  sug¬ 
gestive  of  the  season.  It  says;  “Cars  are  scarce  and  demand  for  coal  heavy, 
and  prices  may  be  advanced  at  any  time.” 

*** 

Mr.  J.  B.  Zerbe,  president  of  the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio  and  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  has  declared  himself  in  favor  of  a  meeting  of  the 
operators  of  the  Pittsburg  district,  who  paid  the  Chicago  scale  regardless  of 

the  fact  that  money  has  been  lost  this  season. 

*  _ _  . 

*  *  _  - -  ' 

The  coal  dealers  of  Cambridge,  Neb.,  were  caught  short  on  coal  during 
the  cold  snap  last  week,  and  consumers  had  to  be  content  with  short  orders. 
There  is  a  large  quantity  of  wheat  yet  to  be  threshed  and  steam  threshers 
could  not  go  to  work  on  account  of  the  poor  supply  of  coal. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Sandel,  manager  of  the  C.  &  O.  Fuel  Company,  Fisher  build¬ 
ing,  Chicago,  says:  “Our  tonnage  for  October  on  our  C.  &  O.  Kanawha  lump 
coal  far  exceeded  our  expectations  and  business  is  increasing  daily.  The 
great  and  only  trouble  to  be  feared  is  the  growing  scarcity  of  cars.” 


On  Friday,  October  21,  i8g8.  Florence,  the  five-year-old  daughter  of  Mr.  J. 
M.  Wells,  Auburn  Park,  Chicago,  died  of  scarlet  fever,  the  funeral  occurring 
on  the  following  Sunday.  Four  other  children  are  very  sick  from  the  same 
disease.  Mr.  Wells  is  the  city  sales  agent  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Com¬ 
pany. 


*  *■ 

Patrick  Dolan,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  district  president  of  the  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  of  America,  will  be  a  candidate  for  president  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America  at  the  next  National  Convention,  to  succeed  M.  D.  Batchford,  who 
has  been  appointed  by  President  McKinley  a  member  of  the  Industrial  Com¬ 
mission. 

^  * 

Mr.  J.  B.  Cavanaugh,  355  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  General  Sales  Agent  of 
theSunday  Creek  Coal  Co.,  operating  mines  in  Ohio,  West  Virginia  and  Illinois, 
is  presenting  to  his  friends  and  patrons  a  finely  finished  letter  opener  with  a 
handsome  ivory  handle.  It  is  one  of  those  neat  and  handy  little  desk  appli¬ 
ances  so  useful  to  the  hustling  business  man. 

* , 

*  * 

Mr.  Donald  A.  Sage,  of  the  Sage  Coal  Company,  Ellsworth  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  says  there  was  not  a  single  car  of  bituminous  coal  on  the  Panhandle 
tracks  last  Saturday,  Oct.  29,  until  he  hustled  around  and  sent  one  over  by 
special  switch  engine.  This  should  dispel  all  doubts  as  to  the  character  of  the 

now  frequent  statement,  “Cars  are  scarce  and  hard  to  get.” 

* 

*  * 

Among  the  coal  men  from  abroad  who  were  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  re¬ 
cently  are:  E.  M.  Platt  of  St.  Paul,  of  the  Pennsylvania  &  Ohio  Company,  J. 
H.  Sessions,  of  Minneapolis,  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Com¬ 
pany,  and  J.  J.  Rhodes,  of  St.  Paul,  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  N.  S.  Coffin,  manager  of  the  Pioneer  Fuel  Company’s  wholesale  busi¬ 
ness,  was  in  Minneapolis  a  few  days  this  week. 

*  * 

* 

Mr.  Samuel  Alston,  of  W.  G.  Coyle  &  Co.,  coal  merchants  of  New  Orleans, 
La.,  was  in  Pittsburg  attending  the  Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Knights  Temp¬ 
lar,  and  incidentally  looking  up  the  river  coal  trade.  He  was  called  home 
rather  unexpectedly  on  accoiTnt  of  the  yellow  fever  scare.  Many  Southern 
ports  were  infected  and  a  quarantine  expected,  though  he  did  not  fear  any 
lengthened  blockade. 

* 

*  * 

At  the  meeting  last  week  of  the  Buffalo  Freight  Committee  the  old  ques¬ 
tion  of  lining  up  divisions  in  the  coal  traffic  to  the  West  was  considered.  A 
majority  of  the  fifte  en  roads,  members  of  the  Committee,  were  represented.  It 
is  claimed  the.  lateral  Illinois  lines  charge  an  excessive  and  fictitious  mileage 
or  high  arbitrary  rate  for  a  short  haul  on  coal,  thus  giving  them  a  source  for 
manipulation.  It  is  an  easy  matter  for  these  lateral  lines  to  charge  a  double 
mileage  and  then  give  the  original  coal  shipper  a  rebate. 

*  * 

Mr.  Henry  M.  Whitney,  president  of  the  New  England  Coal  and  Gas  Co., 
Boston,  Mass.,  whose  great  plant  is  at  Everett,  has  notified  Mayor  Quincy  of 
the  former  city,  that  gas  will  be  supplied  at  75  cents  per  1,000  feet,  for  fuel 
purposes,  and  for  heating  furnaces  for  houses,  50  cents  per  1,000  feet.  In  com¬ 
bustion  furnaces  for  raising  steam  for  manufacturing,  the  price  will  be  still 
ower.  Mr.  Whitney  believes  that  the  smoke  nuisance  will  be  greatly  abated 
by  the  change  from  soft  coal  to  gas  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

* 

*  * 

In  Admiral  Dewey's  report  on  the  mineral  resources  of  the  Philippines  to 
the  Navy  Department,  which  was  made  public  last  week,  he  says  that  coal  in 
large  quantities  and  good  quality  is  to  be  found  on  Luzon  and  adjacent  islands. 
He  represents  that  the  coal  mines  are  not  far  removed  from  the  sea  coast  in 
some  places,  and  that  by  a  minimum  investment  of  capital  the  product  of  the 
mines  can  be  brought  to  the  ocean.  Naval  coaling  stations  in  the  Philippines 
can  be  kept  supplied  in  the  future  with  fuel  without  incurring  the  necessity  of 
bringing  it  long  distances  in  colliers. 

*  * 

The  Michigan  Central  R.  R.  has  made  a  joint  freight  tariff  in  connection 
with  the  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Chicago  &  St.  Louis  and  South  Haven  &  East¬ 
ern  Railroads  on  anthracite  coal,  in  carloads,  from  Black  Rock  and  Suspen¬ 
sion  Bridge,  N.  Y.,  to  Marion,  Jonesboro',  Fairmont  and  Summitville,  Ind.,  at 
51.70  gross  ton  on  the  former  line;  and  to  Paw  Paw,  Lake  Cora,  Lawrence, 
Hartf  ord.  Covert  and  South  Haven,  Mich.,  at  $1.75  per  gross  ton,  on  the  latter 
road,  taking  effect  November  10,  1898. 

* 

* 

Frank  Tracy  Robinson  died  at  the  Gilsey  House,  New  York,  October  31, 
1898,  aged  52  years,  after  a  short  illness,  and  was  laid  to  rest  November  2,  the 
funeral  services  being  held  at  the  Church  of  the  Transfiguration.  Mr.  Frank 
T.  Robinson  was  well  known  among  the  coal  trade  of  New  York.  His  father 
was  associated  with  the  firm  of  Robinson,  Haydon  &  Co.,  No.  1  Broadway, 
since  1869,  whose  mines  were  at  Jamesville,  Pa.,  and  on  his  death,  his  son 
took  the  New  York  management  and  continued  it  until  two  years  ago,  when 
he  retired  on  account  of  sickness. 
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The  Czar  of  Russia’s  m;s5age  of  peace  has  stirred  people  up  pretty  thor¬ 
oughly  the  world  over.  J.  Pope  Manuell,  The  International  Magazine’s  Lon¬ 
don  correspondent,  says  in  his  letter  from  that  city  in  the  November  number: 
“Peace  congresses  wax  jubilant  over  the  czar’s  peace  suggestion,  proposing 
resolutions,  issuing  circulars  and  doing  all  they  know  how  to  back  up  the  czar 
and  to  hasten  the  millennium,  when  the  statues  of  Nelson  and  Wellington 
shall  be  replaced  by  marble  effigies  of  the  president  of  the  peace  society,  and 
the  lion  and  the  eagle  shall  be  erased  from  the  national  standards  and  re¬ 
placed  by  the  peaceful  and  domestic  denizens  of  the  barnyard.’’ 

*  » 

“The  Washington  Coal  &  Coke  Company  is  shipping  from  the  Star  Junc¬ 
tion  mine  in  this  county  the  coal  which  the  by-product  coke  plant  is  using  at 
Benwood,”  says  the  Connellsville  Courier.  “The  shipments  are  large.  It  is 
interesting  to  the  operators  in  this  region  to  note  the  success  of  the  scheme. 
As  it  is  the  first  time  that  coking  coal  has  been  shipped  away  in  its  raw  state 
to  be  manufactured  at  the  point  of  consumption,  the  test  will  be  watched  with 
interest.  The  conditions  which  prompt  the  experiment  at  Benwood  are  not 
such  as  would  be  encountered  at  many  plants,  because  the  gas  is  used,  and 
the  coke  is  used  by  the  furnaces  located  right  at  the  by-product  plant.” 

♦ 

*  * 

The  Ohio  Coal  Co,,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  of  which  Mr.  H.  L.  Conger  is  gen¬ 
eral  agent,  is  sending  out  a  circular  which  bristles  with  good  points.  Mr. 
Conger  in  his  letter  says  pointedly :  Prompt  service  and  the  best  goods  take 
the  trade  now;  “that’s  why  we  are  in  it.”  The  circular  is  a  neat  folder  card 
which  upon  opening  reveals  the  points  referred  to.  It  also  gives  the  addresses 
of  the  general  offices  at  St.  Paul  and  the  branches  at  Minneapolis,  Duluth, 
Milwaukee,  Ashland,  West  Superior  and  Sioux  City.  The  specialties  handled 
by  this  company  are  “Pittston”  anthracite,“Forest  Hill,”“  Youghiogheny,”  “Sand 
Run”  Hocking,  and  “Fire  Creek”  Smithing.  Our  readers  should  send  to  Mr. 
Conger  for  one  of  these  pointers. 

*■  * 

The  latest  Mexican  statistics  show  that  the  importation  of  coal  and  coke 
into  that  country  continues  to  increase  very  largely,  the  amount  imported  last 
year  being  460,000  tons,  or  over  35  per  cent  more  than  in  1896.  This  advance 
indicates  the  activity  of  industrial  enterprises;  about  three-fourths  of  the 
amount  being  coal  and  the  remainder  coke.  The  exports  from  this  country 
of  coal  to  Mexico  have  nearly  doubled  in  the  past  year  and  now  represent 
over  55  per  cent  of  the  total  import,  the  remainder  going  largely  from  England. 
About  80  per  cent  of  the  coke  is  also  from  the  United  States. 

*  * 

There  will  be  lively  times  at  the  coming  session  of  the  Illinois  Legisla¬ 
ture  if  Governor  Tanner  urges  legislation  in  regard  to  building  fences  around 
coal  mines,  and  on  the  question  of  the  introduction  of  miners  from  other  States. 
It  is  also  intimated  that  he  will  endeavor  to  have  a  law  passed  to  fix  the  min¬ 
imum  price  of  wages  to  coal  miners.  There  will  be  the  liveliest  kind  of  time 
when  these  ideas  of  Governor  Tanner  are  uitroduced,  and  they  will  be  bitterly 
opposed  by  mine  owners  all  over  the  state.  The  propositions,  each  and  every 
one,  are  not  only  impracticable,  but  they  are  unconstitutional. 

*  * 

The  appearance  in  London,  Eng.,  of  representatives  of  the  Anthracite 
Coal  Operators’  Association  of  Pennsylvania  has  aroused  some  discussion  in 
the  English  press  and  the  tone  is  not  favorable  to  its  introduction.  The  Iron 
and  Coal  Trades  Review  of  London  admits  its  superiority  and  says:  “It  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  shipped  to  England  on  a  large  scale,  anthracite  coal  could  be 
sold  at  about  17  shillings  in  the  Thames  (about  $4.25),  which  may  give  it  a 
chance  when  its  qualities  are  fully  recognized.  Its  smokelessness  is  of  im¬ 
portance  to  a  city  like  London,  if  consumers  generally  could  be  made  to  view 
matters  from  the  high  ground  of  public  interest  and  convenience;  but  as  this 
is  not  likely,  the  majority  of  consumers  will  continue  to  use  the  comfortable 
if  somewhat  wasteful,  open  fire,  instead  of  the  anthracite  stove.”  Despite  this 
unfavorable  conclusion,  the  agents  of  the  Association  believe  there  is  an  ex¬ 
cellent  field  there  for  the  introduction  and  sale  of  anthracite  coal. 

♦ 

A  -M. 

Mr.  C.  J.  McRae,  Galveston,  Texas,  operating  under  the  firm  name.  The 
McRae  Coal  Co.,  is  sales  agent  for  all  the  best  coal  mined  in  the  southern  and 
northern  states.  This  enterprising  concern  keeps  abreast  of  the  times  and 
handles  anthracite  as  well  as  bituminous  coal.  The  yards  formerly  occupied 
by  E.  H.  Sieling,  Jr.,  has  been  purchased  and  the  consolidation  of  that  busi¬ 
ness  with  his  own,  has  given  Mr.  McRae  the  control  of  one  of  the  largest  coal 
concerns  in  Southeastern  Texas.  As  gathered  from  the  Marine  columns  of  the 
Daily  News  of  that  busy  port,  Galveston  is  rapidly  developing  into  a  distrib¬ 
uting  point  of  considerable  importance.  Coaling  steam  ships  he  has  made  a 
specialty  and  he  recently  supplied  three  ocean-going  steamers  in  one  day, 
whereas  a  few  years  ago  that  number  would  not  take  coal  there  during  the  en¬ 
tire  season.  Mr.  McRae  has  sales  agents  in  Dallas,  Fort  Worth,  San  Antonio 
and  Houston,  through  whom  he  does  a  large  business  in  the  interior  of  the 
state  and  other  territory.  Over  100  steam  ships  are  now  at  Galveston,  and  as 
a  port  it  expects  to  handle  not  less  than  6oo  vessels  this  season.  The  pay¬ 
rolls  of  the  stevedores  at  the  docks  ranges  from  S8o,ooo  to  $100,000  weekly 
during  the  season  of  cotton  and  grain  shipments.  The  London,  Eng.,  agents 
of  the  company  are  the  well-known  firm  of  Corey  Bros.  &  Co. 


OPPORTlDilTIES  FOR  E.4.STERN  COAL  EXPORTERS. 


It  has  been  a  matter  for  surprise  and  of  inquiry,  for  some  time,  why  the 
United  States  should  not  relatively  have  as  extensive  trade  with  Jamaica  in 
coal  as  they  have  with  Cuba  anl  Porto  R'co.  As  is  very  well  uiderstood,  the 
fuel  requirements  of  the  whilom  Spanish  West  Indies  have  been  almost  wholly 
supplied  from  this  country,  while  much  the  larger  part  of  the  coal  imported  by 
Jamaica  is  shipped  from  Wales. 

One  explanation  of  this  is  found  in  the  cheaper  freight  rates  to  be  obtained 
when  full  cargoes  each  way  are  assured.  Charters  are  made  for  Cardiff  coal 
to  Jamaica  at  seven  shillings  because  there  is  a  certainty  of  a  return  cargo  of 
sugar,  rum,  fruits  or  other  commodities  awaiting  shipment  to  the  home  ports; 
and  similarly  coal  is  taken  to  Cuban  and  Porto  Rican  ports  from  this  side,  during 
the  sugar  season  especially,  at  very  low  rates,  because  the  preponderance  of 
the  carrying  trade  is  in  one  direction  and  shippers  are  glad  to  find  any  freight¬ 
age  to  these  ports  to  help  fill  out  the  profits  of  the  trip.  Much  of  the  coal 
shipped  to  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  is  done  by  the  sugar  men,  who  put  coal  on 
board  their  sugar  ships  as  ballast  of  a  profitable  kind.  If  the  United  States 
bought  the  products  of  Jamaica  to  any  such  relative  extent  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  exportations  of  American  coal  to  that  market  would  be  materially  in¬ 
creased.  Of  course,  while  the  coal  shipped  to  Jamaica  is  almost  wholly  for 
steamer  use  and  that  sent  to  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  is  for  plantation  and  steamer 
use,  whatever  the  use,  the  fact  remains  that  the  American  is  cheaper  than  the 
British  product.  As  to  the  respective  qualities  of  the  coals,  each  has  its  cham¬ 
pions.  Price  for  price  and  quality  against  quality,  the  American  coal  is  con¬ 
siderably  cheaper  than  the  Welsh  article. 

The  demoralization  which  h  is  ensued  in  the  British  export  coal  trade  in 
consequence  of  the  miners’ strike  should  afford  an  opportunity  to  Americans 
for  permanently  and  extensively  increasing  the  Jamaica  coal  trade.  The 
freight  is  the  same  as  from  England,  while  there  is  a  considerable  difference 
in  the  price  of  coal  placed  on  board  ship.  The  present  price  for  Cardiff  coal 
is  $4.86  and  for  American  bituminous,  $1.75.  The  usual  price  of  Card  £f  coal 
is  $3.25,  and  even  at  that  figure  the  American  exporter  has  the  advantage. 
With  such  a  difference  in  cost  in  his  favor  it  would  be  thought  that  the  coal 
exporter  would  reach  out  for  more  of  the  Jamaican  trade  than  he  does. 

There  are  no  import  duties  on  coal  or  coke,  so  that  the  United  States  ex¬ 
porter  is  on  terms  of  commercial  equality  with  the  Welsh  shipper. 

The  total  amount  of  coal  shipped  from  the  United  States  to  the  British 
West  Indies  during  1896  was  24,353  tons.  Bermuda’s  proportion  of  this  was 
4,499  tons — 1,277  tons  of  anthracite  and  3,222  tons  of  bituminous— out  of  a  total 
importation  of  14,296  tons,  the  balance,  9,797  tons,  coming  from  England.  The 
American  share  of  the  Bermuda  trade  was  thus  47  per  cent. 

The  extent  of  the  United  States  coal  trade  with  Cuba,  a  trade  that  must 
rapidly  enlarge  when  American  enterprise  begins  to  develop  the  natural  re¬ 
sources  of  that  fertile  country:  total  in  1895,  415,301  tons;  1896,  246,358  tons; 
1897,  254,244  tons,  and  in  189S,  208,124  tons. 

The  total  amount  shipped  during  eight  months  ending  in  February  of  the 
current  year  was  164,975  tons. 

In  contrast  to  the  415. 301  tons  exported  from  this  country  during  1895  is 
the  58,404  tons  sent  from  England.' 

The  trade  in  coal  to  both  this  island  and  Porto  Rico  should  expand  to 
large  dimensions  when  peace  shall  have  been  ratified. — Philadelphia  Commer¬ 
cial  Museum. 

There  is  scarcely  any  doubt  that  American  enterprise  will  begin  at  once 
to  make  itself  felt  in  the  new  territory.  The  extension  of  existing  methods 
and  the  construction  of  light  feeders  may  be  looked  for;  mining  will  be  prose¬ 
cuted  with  vigor  and  the  factories  will  start  again  into  operation,  and  fuel  will 
be  required. 

A  difference  of  opinion  exists  as  to  whether  Cuba  has  or  has  not  coal  de¬ 
posits.  One  of  the  leading  geologists  of  this  country  declares  that  what  has 
been  called  “coal”  found  in  Cuba  was  in  reality  only  asphaltum,  of  which 
there  are  large  deposits.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  British  Consular  reports 
for  1894,  the  official  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  mikes  this  statemmt:  “A  coal 
deposit  has  been  found  at  5  leagues  north  of  the  Dos  Camm  is  railway  station, 
or  about  15  leagues  north — northwest  of  St.  Jago. 

“The  c  lal  was  black,  contained  lozers  of  pyrites,  and  its  heating  power  was 
equal  to  4881  calorics.  I  understand,  however,  that  since  this  sample  was 
taken  the  mines  have  been  partially  opened  up,  and  that  lower  down  a  better 
class  of  coal  has  been  found.  No  investigations  have  been  made  to  ascertain 
the  quality  of  coal  there.” — Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum. 


CATALOGUE. 


The  Lidgerwood  Manufacturing  Co.,  96  Liberty  street.  New  York,  with 
branch  houses  in  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Cleveland,  Pittsburg,  Chicago  and 
Portland,  Ore.;  manufacturers  of  improved  hoisting  engines  and  boilers, 
suspension  cableways,  hoisting  and  conveying  apparatus  and  Temperley  trans¬ 
porter,  has  issued  a  new  catalogue. 

The  144-page  book  is  handsomely  and  profusely  illustrated,  showing  their 
portable  and  stationery  hoisting  engines  adapted  for  contractors,  bridge  build¬ 
ers,  railroads,  pile  drivers,  scows,  lighters,  quarries,  etc.  Fine  engravings  are 
also  given  of  more  recent  improvements  in  methods  of  oiling,  etc.  Mining 
engines,  mining  cars  and  mining  cages  are  among  the  specialties  illustrated, 
as  also  cableways,  derricks,  etc.,  for  the  transference  of  every  kind  of  material, 
coal,  stone,  ore,  logs  lumber,  etc.  Full  descriptive  matter  is  given  with  all  the 
illustrations.  Machinerv  of  all  kinds  used  around  and  in  mines  is  shown  with 
full  detailed  description  together  with  all  suitable  steam  fittings  and  appliances. 
At  the  end  isa  general  index  of  contents  and  index  of  engine  numbers.  The 
catalogue  is  a  fine  specimen  of  typographical  art  and  its  compilation  shows 
great  care  and  attention  in  all  details. 

This  catalogue,  which  should  be  in  the  library  of  all  mine  managers,  will 
be  mailed  to  those  interested  upon  application  to  the  main  office  in  New  York 
or  at  any  of  the  branch  houses. 


The  Thacker  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Thacker,  W.  'V'a.,  having  recentlv  com¬ 
pleted  extensive  improvements  at  their  mines,  are  working  full  time.  The  ca¬ 
pacity  of  the  mines  has  been  greatly  increased  and  more  miners  are  needed. 
Experienced  men  are  assured  of  good  wages  and  steady  work. 
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ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 

Membership  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and 


Wisconsin . 377 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio . 579 

Membership  of  the  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Association . I  77 

Membership  of  the  IndianaSCoal  Association .  83 


In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manifested  m  the  severa. 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  is  Ihe 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 
Interest  them. 


In  the  official  bulletin  No.  i,  issued  by  President  Delos  Hull  of  the  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  to  the  members,  the  following 
advice  is  given  in  “How  to  Make  Complaints;” 

An  idea  seems  to  prevail  among  some  of  our  members  that  it  is  of  no  use 
to  make  eomplaint  when  shipments  are  made  to  their  places  by  wholesalers 
who  are  not  members  of  our  association.  This  is  a  wrong  idea  for  any  dealer 
to  have,  for  we  are  able  to  enter  the  complaint,  and  in  many  cases  secure  a 
fair  settlement. 

Make  your  complaint  at  once;  don't  delay;  the  older  the  claim  the  harder 
to  adjust,  and  the  less  you  may  receive. 

Make  it  while  all  particulars  are  fresh  in  the  memory  of  the  wholesaler 
who  made  the  shipment. 

Give  car  number,  initial,  date  of  arrival,  consignee’s  name,  business  or 
occupation,  name  of  shipper,  if  possible,  and  from  where  shipped. 

Let  me  emphasize  the  importance  of  giving  consignee’s  business  or  occu¬ 
pation,  as  it  will  save  much  correspondence  and  unnecessary  delay  in  adjust¬ 
ing  claims.  Make  complaint  on  the  first  shipment;  don’t  wait  until  two  or 
more  have  been  made  and  then  file  your  claim.  The  best  argument  the  ship¬ 
per  would  have  against  you  is  that  shipments  have  been  made  in  the  past  and 
no  claim  filed,  leading  them  to  think  by  your  silence  that  they  were  entitled  to 
sell  the  party  complained  of. 

When  you  hear  of  any  consumer  or  consumers  who  are  figuring  on  pur¬ 
chasing  their  coil  outside  send  their  names  to  the  secretary,  who  will  imme¬ 
diately  notify  the  wholesalers  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  them,  as  they  are  not 
dealers.  Where  this  has  been  done  it  has  prevented  many  shipments  from 
being  made  to  consumers  that  otherwise  would  have  been. 


Gust  C.  Bloom  talks  of  sinking  a  coal  shaft  on  his  farm  in  White  Oak 
Grove,  near  Cambridge,  Ill.,  this  winter. 

It  is  reported  that  Elmer  Osborne  has  leased  the  Lee  coal  mine  at  Rock¬ 
ville,  near  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  and  will  operate  it  in  the  future. 

Mr.  John  Harvey  has  become  connected  with  the  East  Peoria  Coal  Co., 
East  Peoria,  Ill.,  and  the  firm  will  now  be  known  as  Jones,  Lea  &  Harvey. 

The  Crescent  Coal  Co.,  Whatcheer,  Iowa,  state  that  the  New  Crescent  mine 
is  one  of  the  best  m  that  field.  The  vein  is  ample,  of  good  thickness  and  best 
quality. 

The  Sweetwater  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Rock  Springs,  Wyo.,  want  too  miners 
at  their  No.  2  mine  and  the  U.  P.  Coal  Co.  are  advertising  for  men  for  their 
yards. 

W.  H.  Clark,  while  sinking  a  well  on  A.  B  .  Newton’s  farm,  ten  miles 
northwest  of  Sioux  Rapids,  Iowa,  struck  a  vein  of  coal  five  feet  thick  at  a 
depth  of  310  feet.  The  samples  hoisted  are  of  a  fair  quality  of  soft  coal  and 
the  matter  of  sinking  a  shaft  is  under  discussion  at  present. 


The  Evans  &  Schenck  Ice  Co.,  Franklin,  Ohio,  are  now  doing  a  retail 
coal  business. 

At  Lynn,  a  couple  of  miles  from  Thacker,  W.  Va.,  the  Lynn  Coal  &  Coke 
Cofs  plants  are  fully  employed,  but  more  miners  are  needed;  good  men  can 
make  money. 

The  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  Coal  company,  a  new  organization,  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  with  a  capital  of  §50,000,  and  will  build  storehouses  and  lay  side¬ 
tracks  at  Ashtabula  at  once. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Canal  Company  has  decided 
to  abandon  its  gravity  railroad  and  the  canal  from  Honesdale  to  Rondout,  Pa., 
for  the  reason. that  the  cost  of  carrying  the  coal  on  the  gravity  road  wis  too  ex¬ 
pensive,  and  that  the  company  had  made  an  arrangement  with  the  Erie  Rail¬ 
road,  for  the  carrying  of  coal  to  tide-water. 

The  Seattle,  Wash  ,  Post-Intelligencer  says:  Morgan  Morgans,  sunerin- 
tendent  of  the  coal  mines  at  Black  Diamond,  is  in  the  city.  Seen  at  the  Diller 
yesterday  afternoon  Mr.  Morgans  said  the  mines  were  running  night  and  day, 
more  than  200  men  being  emploved.  The  demand  for  coal  is  enormous 
but  there  is  difficulty  in  securing  sufficient  ships  to  haul  the  product  to  Califor¬ 
nia,  the  largest  consumer. 

Superintendent  Edwin  T.  Reese  died  suddenly  at  Nanticoke,  Pa.,  Octo¬ 
ber  27,  i8g8.  Mr.  Reese  was  superintendent  of  the  Bliss  mine,  operated  by 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  Coal  Company.  He  was  born  in 
Wales  in  1859,  and  came  *0  the  states  in  1875.  He  had  been  in  the  employ  of 
the  coal  company  for  a  number  ol  years,  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  super¬ 
ior  officers  and  much  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  Mr.  Reese  left  a  widow 
and  two  sons. 


FOREIUN  ORDERS  FOR  AMERICAN  COAL. 


As  a  direct  outcome  of  the  recent  strike  of  Welsh  miners,  American  coal 
has  found  permanent  new  markets  abroad.  W.  W.  Batiie,  of  the  Produce 
Exchange  Building,  New  York,  has  received  a  number  of  orders  for  the  ship¬ 
ment  of  American  coal  to  places  that  have  heretofore  purchased  British  coal 
exclusively. 

“The  letters  1  have  in  my  possession,”  said  Mr.  Battie,  “contain  orders  for 
the  shipment  of  coal  to  several  cities  of  South  American  ports,  including  Para 
and  Buenos  Ayres;  I  have  also  orders  for  shipments  to  Cape  Town,  South 
Africa.  And  these  orders  have  come  by  way  of  England,  showing  conclu¬ 
sively  that  the  purchasers  gave  definite  instructions  that  the  coal  was  to  conie 
from  America,  as  had  the  instructions  not  been  definite  the  Brit  shers  would 
have  given  their  own  coal  the  preference.  The  strike  is  over  in  Wales,  but 
they  will  never  get  back  the  field  as  it  was  before  the  strike  began.  The  cus¬ 
tomers  of  the  British  coal  exporters  have  found  out,  through  being  forced  to 
use  our  coal,  that  it  is  just  as  good  as  the  coal  that  was  mined  in  Wales,  while 
we  can  supply  it  at  a  lower  price.  We  put  the  coal  free  on  board  at  from 
§1.35  to  §1.56  a  ton,  while  the  British  exporters  of  coal  charge  from  seven  shil¬ 
lings  to  eight  shillings  a  ton. 

“The  only  reason  that  we  cannot  capture  the  whole  field  with  our  coal  is 
that  the  freight  rates  are  against  us  in  competition  with  the  British.  Their 
tramp  boats  come  over  here  looking  for  freight,  and  they  are  glad  to  bring  the 
coal  over  as  ballast,  so  they  bring  it  out  at  a  shade  above  ballast  rates,  while 
we  have  to  pay  the  high  rates  charged  for  grain,  cotton,  lumber,  etc.  These 
orders  coming  by  way  of  England  for  our  coal  from  such  distant  ports  as  Cape 
Town,  when  there  is  no  reason  at  all  why  the  foreign  consumer  -hould  not  re¬ 
turn  to  his  first  love  and  buy  the  Welsh  coal  again,  show  the  significance  of 
the  victory  for  the  American  article.  I  have  orders  to  ship  coal  by  both 
steam  and  sailing  vessels,  and  believe  that  this  is  only  the  beginning  of  a  big 
boom  in  the  export  trade  in  coal  between  American  and  foreign  countries. 
The  strike  is  liicely  to  prove  a  more  costly  thing  for  the  Welsh  miners  than 
those  who  are  figuring  it  out  calculate.” 


AMERICAN  COAL  IN  ENGLAND. 


The  London,  Eng.,  Engineer  says;  “So  used  have  we  become  in  this 
country  to  regard  Welsh  steam  coal  as  the  only  coal  suitable  for  economical 
steam-raising  that  we  entirely  overlook  the  fact  that  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic  there  are  mines  of  huge  extent  which  produce  a  fuel  little,  if  any¬ 
thing,  inferior  to  the  famous  steam  coal  of  the  Rhondda  Valley.  It  is  one 
value  of  the  coal  strike  that  has  brought  home  to  us  many  salutary  but  un¬ 
pleasant  facts.  The  present  is  a  case  in  point.  A  few  days  ago,  according  to 
a  letter  in  the  Times,  a  cargo  of  Pocahontas  steam  coal  arrived  in  the  Thames, 
and  has  by  this  time  been  transferred  to  the  bunkers  of  a  steamer  belonging  to 
the  Castle  Mail  Packet  Company  of  South  Africa.  Under  normal  conditions 
the  importation  into  this  country  of  coil  from  Virginia  would,  of  course,  not 
pay,  but  now  that  the  strike  has  raised  the  price  of  Welsh  coal  to  over  30 
shillings  a  ton — it  is  then  of  doubtful  quality — the  importation  can  be  effected 
profitably. 

That  the  foreign  coal  is  excellent  there  is  absolutely  no  room  to  doubt.  The 
clearest  proof  of  all  in  its  favor  is,  as  stated  by  Messrs.  Hud,  Blyth  &  Co., 
that  ‘this  has  been  the  only  description  of  fuel  supplied  to  the  Cunard  and 
White  Star  lines  at  New  York  for  several  years  past.’  It  will,  of  course,  be 
contended  that  the  present  case  has  no  bearings  upon  th  conditions  existing 
under  normal  circumstances.  Perhaps  not;  but  it  is  as  well  to  remember  that 
iron  can  be  sent  by  the  Americans  into  this  country  and  sold  at  cheaper  rates 
than  our  home  product,  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  a  somewhat  similar  state 
of  things  may  occur  with  regard  to  coal  in  future  years.  In  any  case,  that  the 
Virginia  mines  will  ultimately  be  able  to  offer  the  Welsh  mines  very  severe 
competition  in  the  trade  with  western  nations.  South  America,  the  Atlantic 
islands  and  South  Africa  and  others  of  our  own  dependencies  there  can  be  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  question.  It  is  to  be  wished  that  the  force  of  such  a  lesson  as  this 
could  be  brought  home  to  the  intelligence  of  the  labor  leaders  in  South  Wales.” 


U.  S.  COALING  STATION  AT  NEW  LONDON,  CONN. 


The  contract  has  been  awarded  by  the  Navy  Department  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  proposed  coaling  station  at  New  London.  Hoffman  &  Company  of 
Philadelphia  were  the  successful  bidders  for  the  work,  which  will  be  begun  at 
an  early  date.  The  cost  will  be  §130,000.  Among  the  bidders  were  two  Con¬ 
necticut  firms,  the  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Company  and  a  New  Haven  concern. 

The  plans  of  the  Hoffman  Company  provide  for  one  of  the  best  equipped 
plants  of  the  kind  in  the  United  St  ites.  A  building  will  be  constructed  hav¬ 
ing  a  length  of  393  feet  and  a  width  of  108  feet,  and  this  will  provide  a  storing 
place  for  10,000  tons  of  coal.  The  plans  show  that  the  coal  will  be  conven¬ 
iently  deposited  in  the  storage  shed  from  a  spur  track  leading  from  the  rail¬ 
road,  and  from  boats  at  the  adjoining  wharf.  It  is  proposed  to  dredge  the 
channel  leading  to  the  wharf,  so  that  the  largest  warships  can  approach  the 
coaling  station. 


DISTANCE  FROM  ANTHRACITE  MINES  TO  EASTERN  POINTS. 


The  mileage  over  which  coal  is  hauled  by  the  various  railroads  is  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Miles 

Philadelphia  &  Reading,  Pottsville  to  New  York,  via  Philadelphia .  184 

Lehigh  Valley,  Wilkes-Barre  to  New  York .  177 

Central  Railroad  of  New  Jersey,  Wilkes-Barre  to  New  York .  174 

Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western,  Scranton  to  New  York .  145 

Pennsylvania,  Pottsville  to  New  Y  ^rk,  via  Philadelphia .  184 

Pennsylvania,  Shamokin  to  New  York,  via  Sunbury .  267 

Erie,  Carbondale  to  New  York,  via  Lackawaxen .  155 

Erie,  Carbondale  to  New  York,  via  Susquehanna .  231 

New  York,  Ontario  &  Western,  Scranton  to  New  York .  214 

New  York,  Susquehanna  &  Western,  Wilkes-Barre  to  New  York .  167 
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OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


WESTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interest 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


C.  H.  Wright  has  entered  the  coal  business  at  Grayville,  Ill. 

*  ♦ 

The  new  coal  yard  of  R.  J.  Sweitzer,  Debray,  Mich.,  is  doing  a  good  busi¬ 
ness. 

*  * 

W.  P.  Wingart  continues  the  retail  coal  business  of  A.  D.  Rule,  Clover- 
dale,  Ind. 

* 

*  * 

Johnson  &  Son  have  purchased  the  coal  business  of  P.  H.  Lamb,  Moor, 
head,  N.  Y. 

o.* 

*  * 

James  Willard,  Gifford,  Ill.,  has  purchased  O.  B.  Sawdey’s  coal  business 
at  that  place. 

*  -K- 

Z.  T.  Gensel  has  started  in  the  coal  business  on  West  University  avenue 
Champaign,  Ill. 

♦ 

*  * 

B.  F.  Swarts,  LYbana,  Ill.,  has  repurchased  the  coal  business  he  sold  to  W. 

H.  Dearhat  a  year  ago. 

* 

Ht  * 

John  Hastings  has  sold  out  his  coal  business  at  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  to 
The  Dennison  Bros.  Co. 

Henry  Young,  a  progressive  coal  dealer  of  Joliet,  Ill.,  is  doing  some  very 
effective  advertising  in  the  local  papers. 

O.* 

*  * 

Robert  May  has  bought  the  property  occupied  by  Weitzel  &  Perry,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  and  will  use  it  for  a  coal  office. 

*  ♦ 

N.  Hermanson  and  H.  Peterson  have  purchased  the  lumber  and  coal 
business  from  L.  S.  Kroetch,  St.  Paul,  Neb. 

* 

*  * 

The  new  coal  company  at  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  of  which  Frank  E.  Lamb  is 
manager,  has  opened  an  office  room  in  the  Deal  block. 

* 

^  * 

Martin  and  John  White,  two  pushing  young  men,  have  purchased  the  coal 
business  of  George  A.  Brender,  Eudora,  Kas.,  and  assumed  charge  November 

I. 

*  * 

Leyshon  Brothers,  of  Point  Pleasant,  W.  Va.,  have  purchased  the  yards  of 
Angel  &  Guthrie,  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  will  conduct  a  coal  and  wood  busi¬ 
ness. 

* 

♦  ♦ 

The  firm  of  Woods  &  Lindsay,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  dealers  in  coal, have  dis¬ 
solved  partnership.  The  business  will  hereafter  be  conducted  by  Mr.  John 
A.  Lindsay. 

*  * 

The  carpenters  have  finished  the  new  coal  and  lumber  shed,  at  Chatham, 
Pa.,  for  E.  and  J.  Pennock.  It  occupies  the  same  site  as  the  one  recently  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire. 

♦  * 

E.  F.  Stoetzel,  Clyde,  N.  Y.,  having  made  thorough  preparations  therefor, 
has  opened  his  new  coal  yard  on  Glasgow  street,  between  the  canal  and  the 
railroad,  and  is  now  ready  for  business. 

* 

*  ♦ 

W.  J.  Goodale  and  S.  S.  Eccleston,  who  at  one  time  were  residents  of 
Norwich,  N.  Y.,  but  moved  to  Binghamton  several  years  ago,  where  they  have 
been  engaged  in  the  coal  business,  have  dissolved  partnership,  Mr.  Eccleston 
continuing. 

* 

*  * 

On  the  petition  of  John  B.  Dougan  and  Edgar  G.  Hibberd,  the  assignees 
of  Mather  Bros.,  Richmond.  Ind.,  the  circuit  court  has  issued  an  order  which 
permits  of  the  sale  of  thejcoal  and  sewer  pipe  business  to  J.  W.  Goddard,  of 
Muncie,  Ind.,  for  Si,7oo. 

* 

Mr.  T.  P'.  Donnett,  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  has  rented  Clarence  Martin’s  coal 
office  at  the  incline  and  will  embark  in  the  coal  business  next  week.  He  will 
handle  the  Kelly  Creek  Kanawha  coal  and  other  good  qualities  of  fuel  and 
solicits  the  patronage  of  local  trade. 


Since  the  reorganization  and  incorporation  of  the  Glens  Falls  Coal  com¬ 
pany,  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.,  its  business  has  greatly  increased.  The  company  is 
receiving  daily  a  boat  load  of  coal  and  as  the  winter  trade  has  opened  auspi¬ 
ciously  the  pockets  of  the  corporation  are  being  filled  to  overflowing.  A 
branch  office  of  the  company  has  been  opened  at  the  store  of  E.  R.  Varney, 
Main  street.  South  Glens  Falls,  thus  making  fifteen  stations  all  with  telephone 
connections  that  are  maintained. 

The  attention  of  dealers  who  are  interested  in  keeping  their  name  and 
their  coals  constantly  before  the  domestic  trade  would  undoubtedly  be  inter¬ 
ested  in  a  very  valuable  advertising  novelty  which  we  have  received  from  A. 
T.  Murphy,  Chicago,  who  makes  a  specialty  of  furnishing  the  coal  trade  with 
all  kinds  of  “  Business  Bringers”  as  he  calls  them.  This  novelty  is  in  the 
shape  of  a  file  which  can  be  used  for  filing  receipts,  letters,  bills,  etc.,  and  as 
the  receiver  is  bound  to  preserve  an  article  of  this  kind  its  valuation  as  an  ad¬ 
vertiser  is  incalculable. 


A  coal  mine  is  being  sunk  at  New  Baden,  near  Muscotah,  111.,  and  is  now 
down  a  depth  of  225  feet. 

At  Spokane,  Wash.,  coal  is  supplanting  wood  as  a  winter  fuel  because  the 
price  of  the  latter  is  on  the  upward  grade. 

British  Columbia  coal  cannot  now  compete  with  that  produced  in  the 
state  of  Washington,  on  account  of  freight  charges. 

Hiram  Collins,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  was  given  the  contract  for  hard  coal 
for  the  city  at  $5.30,  while  all  the  other  bids  were  ^5. 40. 

The  Central  Coal  and  Coke  company  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  has  declared 
a  quarterly  dividend  of  per  cent  on  its  preferred  stock. 

Geo.  Berlien  and  Bas  Thomas  have  bought  the  lease  of  the  Mc- 
Crocklin  Bros,  on  the  Berlien  Coal  Mine,  Farmersburg,  Ind.,  and  will  operate  it 

The  coal  mines  at  Rathbun,  near  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  are  running  five  days  a 
week  and  hoisting  500  tons  daily.  The  quality  of  the  coal  is  good  and  demand 
excellent. 

A  wire  from  Caro,  Mich.,  says:  “A  Pennsylvania  syndicate  has  obtained 
leases  on  10,000  acres  in  Tuscola  county  and  will  soon  begin  coal  mining 
operations.” 

At  a  meeting  of  the  executive  board  of  the  Illinois  Slate  Miners’  Associa¬ 
tion,  at  Springfield,  it  was  decided  to  do  a  co-operative  business.  They  will 
embark  in  co-operative  mining. 

The  Michigan  Standard  Coal  Company,  of  Saginaw,  has  been  organized 
and  has  purchased  the  coal  from  a  three  hundred  acre  tract  of  land  near  Sebe- 
waing.  A  shaft  will  be  sunk  at  once. 

At  Cerrillos,  N.  M.,  the  anthracite  coal  mines  have  just  started  up  for  the 
winter,  and  there  are  500  men  on  the  payroll.  The  output  is  i,oco  tons  of  coal 
per  day,  the  bulk  going  to  El  Paso  and  into  Old  Mexico. 

The  dock  of  F.  M.  Knapp,  Racine,  Wis.,  which  is  leased  by  Nels  Johnson, 
coal  dealer,  was  seriously  damaged  by  the  severe  storm  last  week.  Some¬ 
thing  like  100  feet  of  it  was  undermined  and  washed  away. 

At  Princeton,  Ind.,  the  Maule  coal  mines  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  a 
new  company  with  a  capital  of  .|6o,ooo.  It  is  reported  that  the  new  concern  will 
put  in  coke  ovens  and  make  extensive  improvements  in  the  plant. 

The  board  of  water  commissioners  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  last  week  awarded 
to  the  Charles  Nitz  Coal  and  Wood  Company,  the  contract  for  fuel  for  the 
water  department  during  the  year,  this  company  being  the  lowest  bidder. 

A  report  from  Saginaw,  Mich  ,  states  that  a  6-foot  vein  of  anthracite  coal 
had  been  discovered  at  a  depth  of  135  feet.  [The  surrounding  conditions  are 
such  that  they  preclude  the  probability  of  its  being  anthracite. — Editor.] 

The  Great  Northern  is  at  present  transporting  from  250  to  275  cars  daily 
at  Superior,  Wis.,  which  amounts  to  in  the  neighborhood  of  6,000  tons.  Of 
this  amount  75  or  100  cars  goes  to  the  Twin  Cities  and  the  balance  to  the 
wheat  country. 

The  Laddsdale  coal  mines  at  Centerville,  Iowa,  owned  by  the  Eldon  Min¬ 
ing  company  and  located  on  the  Rock  Island  tracks,  are  again  in  active  opera¬ 
tion  after  being  closed  for  several  weeks.  They  began  working  last  week  with 
an  entire  new  force  of  men.  All  of  the  strikers  have  been  discharged. 

The  Carbonado  coal  mines,  near  Lacona,  Wash.,  shipped  35,000  tons  dur¬ 
ing  September,  beating  all  previous  records.  Roslyn  had  held  the  record 
with  30,000  tons.  The  Carbonado  mines,  owned  by  the  Southern  Pacific  Rail¬ 
road  Company,  are  running  full  time  and  employ  600  men,  averaging  $3.29  a 
day  wages. 

The  Michigan  Coal  Company,  whose  mine  in  Monitor  township.  Bay 
City,  Mich.,  has  just  been  opened,  is  seriously  handicapped  because  it  has  no 
rail  shipping  facilities.  The  company  has  secured  the  right  of  way  to  the 
mine  from  the  Midland  division  and  expected  the  Michigan  Central  would 
have  laid  the  track  before  this,  but  it  has  been  delayed. 

On  November  19  the  San  Carlos  Deer  Creek  coal  fields  are  to  be  opened 
to  the  public.  The  land  thus  thrown  open  will  be  subject  to  filing  on  as  min¬ 
eral  claims  only,  as  all  of  the  area  thus  restored  is  purely  mineral-bearing,  the 
principal  deposits  being  coal.  The  same  rules  that  applied  to  the  opening  of 
the  other  mineral  reservations  will  apply  to  the  present  instance,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  that  persons  who  have  taken  up  claims  in  good  faith  in  the  past  will  be 
given  preference  in  the  right  of  purchase,  this  privilege  to  extend  for  ninety 
days  from  the  date  of  the  official  filing. 

The  reorganization  of  the  Tacoma  &  Columbia  River  Railway  Company 
at  Tacoma,  Wash.,  has  been  determined  upon.  Frank  B.  Cole,  president  of 
the  Tacoma  Chamber  of  Commerce  :  ‘‘  It  is  one  of  the  best  propositions  before 
the  Tacoma  people.  While  I  am  not  personally  familiar  with  the  country 
through  which  it  will  run,  I  know  from  common  report  that  it  taps  a  section 
rich  in  coal  and  timber,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  good  men  going  into  the  com¬ 
pany.  We  all  know  that  the  development  of  the  timber  and  coal  resources 
tributary  to  the  road  means  the  steady  employment  of  a  small  army  of  men, 
and  we  know  that  such  a  result  will  be  of  incalculable  benefit  to  Tacoma.” 


COKE  OVENS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  IN  1897. 


The  number  of  coke  ovens  in  the  United  States,  up  to  the  close  of  1897, 
was  47,668,  of  which  Pennsylvania  had  26,910;  West  Virginia,  8,404;  Alabama, 
5,365;  Tennessee,  1,948;  Virginia,  1,453;  Colorado,  1,273;  the  balance  of  2,315 
being  distributed  over  the  remaining  sixteen  states  that  produce  coke.  In 
Pennsylvania  there  are.  of  by-product  ovens,  180  Otto-Hoffman,  75  Semet- 
Solvay,  30  Newton-Chambers,  and  3  Slocum,  and  in  Colorado,  36  gas-retorts, 
included  in  the  respective  figures.  The  total  production  of  coke  was  13,288,984 
tons. 
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CAUSE  OF  THE  DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN  HARD  AND  SOFT  COAL. 


Professor  Ihlsene  of  the  State  college,  Pennsylvania,  gives  an  interesting 
explanation  of  the  difference  between  anthracite  and  bituminouscoal.so  ta.r 
as  the  gases  are  concerned,  his  opinion  being  based  on  the  suppositi^  ot  all 
coal  beds  having  been  originally  formed  on  a  horizontal  or  flat  bed.  1  he  an¬ 
thracite  beds,  he  assumes,  were  placed  under  enormous  pressure,  or  side  pres¬ 
sure  by  the  contraction  of  the  earth’s  crust  during  the  cooling  stage,  thus 
forrning  the  coal  basins  as  now  seen  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains;  such  an 


enormous  pressure  resulted  in  forcing  the  explosive  and  other  gases  out  of  the 
anthracite  beds  to  the  seams  and  crevices  of  the  veins  and  to  the  fissures, 
seams,  and  pores  of  the  rock  strata.  This  compression  has  been  so  great 
that  gases  in  the  anthracite  region  are  sometimes  found  with  the  mighty  pres¬ 
sure  of  17,000  pounds  to  the  square  inch.  On  the  other  hand,  the  bituminous 
beds  have  not  been  subjected  to  such  a  disturbance  and  pressure,  and  the  coal, 
therefore,  retains  the  gases  which  it  contained  originally.  White  damp.  Pro¬ 
fessor  Ihlseng  shows,  is  pniduced  by  imperfect  combustion,  while  black  damp 
is  produced  by  perfect  combustion,  and  destroys  life  by  being  devoid  of  sus¬ 
taining  elements. 
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EASTERN  COAL  AM)  COKE  NOTES. 


Most  of  the  miners  in  the  pools  on  the  Monongahela  river  are  now  at  work 
under  the  Chicago  agreement. 

The  coal  in  all  the  pools  on  the  Monongehela  river  at  Pittsburg  went  out 
on  the  early  part  of  last  week. 


The  W.  A.  Hanna  Coal  Company,  owners  of  the  big  mines  at  Long  Run 
and  Uillonvale,  Ohio,  are  opening  up  what  may  eventually  be  the  largest  mine 
m  the  state  at  Knob  Run,  seven  miles  east  of  Dillonvale.  It  will  build  a  new 
town  m  connection  with  the  mine,  which  wdl  employ  not  less  than  1,200  men 
when  m  full  operation.  Five  hundred  houses  are  to  be  built  by  the  company 
for  the  men  and  their  families. 


It  is  reported  that  the  large  mine  at  Jobs,  Ohio,  has  resumed.  This  plant 
has  been  idle  since  last  spring. 

The  new  Stoddart  washery  in  course  of  erection  at  Gilberton.  near  Potts- 
ville,  Pa.,  is  about  ready  for  operation. 

Valuable  coal  land  in  Miftlin  township,  near  Desquesne,  Pa.,  will  be  of¬ 
fered  for  sale  by  the  Orpheus  company,  on  Wednesday,  November  16, 

The  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company,  Pittsburg,  is  putting  in  two  150- 
horse  power  engines  for  an  electric  power  and  lighting  plant  in  its  shops  and 
mines. 

The  work  of  mining  coal  has  been  resumed  in  the  Ravine  air  shaft,  at 
Pittston,  Pa.,  where  a  squeeze  caused  an  aband  jnmant  of  work  for  a  couple 
of  weeks. 

At  Fayette  City,  Pa.,  Johnson  Bros.,  the  large  coal  operators,  will  build  24 
houses  for  the  use  of  the  miners’  families.  The  new  buildings  are  for  the 
Arnold  Ridge  mines. 

The  Washington  Run  Coal  &  Coke  Company  recently  had  100  mine 
wagons  built  by  the  Connellsville  Machine  &  Car  Company  for  its  new  mine 
opening  at  Star  Junction,  Pa. 

At  Shamokin,  Pa.,  all  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Co.’s  anthracite 
collieries  were  closed  down  several  d  lys  last  week  on  account  of  the  heavy 
passenger  traffic  caused  by  the  peace  jubilee  in  Philadelphia. 

After  being  idle  over  nine  months.  Collieries  Nos.  5  and6  at  Tamaqua,  Pa., 
operated  by  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co  ,  will  resume  operations  on  Tues¬ 
day.  Eight  hundred  men  and  hoys  will  be  given  employment  by  the  resump¬ 
tion. 

A  serious  cave-in  has  occurred  at  Hernbrook  mine,  belonging  to  the 
Ridgway  Burton  Coal  Co.,  situated  about  six  miles  northwest  of  Massillon. 
Fortunately  no  one  was  in  the  mine  at  the  time  and  there  are  no  casualties 
to  report,  although  eighty  men  will  be  thrown  out  of  employment  tem¬ 
porarily. 

With  the  completion  of  the  Washington  County  railroad  comes  a  revival 
of  the  coal  trade  between  Bangor,  Me.,  and  Cape  Breton,  which  flourished  to 
some  extent  a  good  many  years  ago,  but  died  because  the  coal  was,  on 
account  of  poor  quality  for  general  purposes,  m  v6ry  small  demand  here.  A 
cargo  of  coal  from  Cape  Breton  is  now  on  the  way  to  Bangor. 

A  syndicate  from  Philadelphia  has  bought  the  large  culm  pile  owned  by 
the  Raub  coal  company  at  Luzerne,  Pa.  During  the  past  few  months  this  syndi¬ 
cate  has  purchased  several  of  the  large  culm  banks  throughout  the  Wyoming 
coal  field  and  is  at  present  successfully  operating  a  culm  washer  that  is  utiliz¬ 
ing  the  large  bank  of  culm  at  the  Haddock  colliery  at  Luzerne. 

The  Gardiner  B.  Reynolds  Co.  has  been  formed  at  Providence,  R.  L,  to  han¬ 
dle  coal,  coke,  etc.,  and  to  operate  vessels,  barges  and  other  craft.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  Gardiner  B.  Reynolds.  Stephen  B.  Chace  of  Newport,  Frank  H. 
Chappell  and  Alfred  Chappell,  New  London,  and  Edward  A.  Brown  of  Middle- 
town.  The  amount  of  the  capital  stock  is  $20,000,  and  the  corporation  will  be 
located  in  Newport. 

It  is  reported  that  tests  of  coal  lands  in  Plum  Creek  Township,  Indiana 
Countv,  Pa.,  are  now  being  made  with  a  view  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading 
Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  purchasing  the  same.  Thus  far  the  tests  have  proven  satis¬ 
factory.  The  veins  are  from  three  to  seven  feet  thick  and  are  of  good  quality. 
There  are  now  27,000  acres  under  leases,  which  are  held  by  J.  K.and  Henry  K. 
North  of  that  section. 

Among  the  improvements  recently  made  at  the  Babylon  colliery  at 
Duryea,  Pa.,  is  the  driving  of  three  new  tunnels  which  have  been  opened  in  the 
mountainside  back  of  the  breaker,  the  coal  from  which  is  hauled  by  a  fifteen- 
ion  locomotive  over  three  miles  of  track.  The  nearest  tunnel  is  600  feet  from 
t-he  breaker  and  the  farthest  4,000  feet.  The  three  miles  of  track  are  necessary 
Owing  to  the  round-about  course  taken,  the  elevation  of  one  of  the  tunnels 
being  225  feet  above  that  of  the  head  of  the  shaft,  where  the  coal  is 
d  umped. 

A  smoke  consumer,  invented  by  Abraham  Newton  of  Xenia,  Ohio,  was 
tested  in  ihe  furnaces  of  the  State  House,  Columbus,  last  week,  at  which 
Superintendent  Jones  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  institution,  and  others  were  pres¬ 
ent.  The  principle  of  this  invention  is  the  retention  of  the  heat  generated  by 
the  consumption  of  the  coal  in  a  net  work  of  fire  brick  made  of  peculiar  sub¬ 
stance,  so  that  when  the  next  change  of  coal  is  thrown  into  the  furnace,  this 
heat  is  given  out  and  spent  in  the  complete  combustion  of  the  gases  in  the 
smoke  which  are  objectionable. 


FOR  SALE— COAL  MINE. 

A  mine  in  best  fields  of  Indiana,  fully  equipped 
and  in  operation,  with  good  patronage,  which  may  be 
indefinitely  increased.  For  sale  at  very  low  figure,  as 
owner  is  retiring  from  active  business. 

Write  to  “X.  Y.  Z.,” 

care  Black  Diamond,  Chicago. 


FOR 


COAL 


MINE  OPERATORS, 
AGENTS  AND 
SALESMEN  ON  THE  ROAD. 

Hyatt’s  Telegraph  Code 

IS  A  MONEY  SAVER. 

Will  save  75  per  cent  on  Telegraph  Bills. 

SECOND  EDITION  NOW  READY. 

PRICE,  $1.50. 

This  small  sum  is  covered  in  a  very  few  telegrams. 

The  only  General  Code  ever  published  covering  Coal  and  Coke 

from  all  districts. 

For  furtlier  iDformatiou  addreos  tiio  compiler, 

O-  F». 

DETROIT, 


MICHIGAN. 


ST.  BERNARO  COiLE  CO. 

EARLINCTON,  KY. 

BEST  KENTUCKY  COAL-LUMP  AND  CRUSHED  COKE. 

J.  W.  BRIDGMAN,  General  Agent.  316  WESTERN  UNION  BLDG.,  CHICAGO 


J.  B.  CAB1.F,  Pres.  CFO.  IW.  SPACE,  Vlce-Pre 

F.  li.  CHAPMAN,  Sec.  U.  W.  C.  BOWDOIN,  Treaa. 


OHIO  GOAL  GO. 


General  Offices:  Pioneer  Press  Building,  ST.PAUL,  MINN. 

...Agencies  at... 

Ashland,  We«t  Siiperi  r,  Creen  Bay,  Milwaukee,  Wig.; 

St.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  Diilntb,  Minn.;  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 

•  ••  Distributing  Docks... 

Duluth,  Ashland,  est  Superior,  Milwaukee. 

DEALEUS  IN 

ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  GOALS 

AL.SO 

BEST  GRADES  OF  COKE 


THE  CELEBRATED 


SMITHING  COAL 


DAVIS  COAL  AND  COKE  GOMPANY.  . 

BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  TKE 

Davis  Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coali^. 


High  in  Carbon.  O'"®  Smelters,  Foundries 

^ow  in  Sulphur  and  Ash.  ^  Family  Use. 

Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont^  W,  Va. 

SMITHING  COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 


No.  19.] 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


Ninety  ovens  of  the  Semet-Solvay  By-Product  Coke  plant  at  Ensley  City, 
Ala. .were  fired  up  last  week,  making  all  but  thirty  ovens  of  this  $500,000 
plant  in  operation. 

A  new  company  is  developing  50,000  acres  of  fine  coal  land  in  Reno 
county.  West  Virginia.  A  line  of  railroad  will  connect  with  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  on  the  Greenbrier  and  Grafton  branch. 

The  Walker  county,  Ala.,  coal  mines  are  all  busy  again,  the  removal  of 
the  quarantine  making  it  easy  for  them  to  make  shipments  for  large  orders  for 
coal  already  booked.  They  have  as  much  business  as  they  can  handle. 

The  shipments  of  coke  over  the  West  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg 
Railroad  for  the  week  \v'fere  4.675  tons,  and  for  the  year  to  that  date  were  189,- 
055  tons,  being  an  increase  of  38,139  tons,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of 
last  year. 

The  mammoth  coking  plant  of  the  Southern  Mining  Company  at  Cole 
City,  near  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  October  27,  with  a  loss 
of  $25,000.  The  plant  is  operated  by  convicts.  They  fired  the  place  with  a 
view  of  escaping,  but  failed. 

A.  Brockenhoft,  Reading.  Pa.,  O.  E.  Tome,  Baltimore,  and  Henry  A. 
Nesbitt  and  W.  W.  Hopkins.  Port  Deposit,  Md.;  passed  through  Charleston, 
W.  Va.,  last  week  en  route  to  Clay  county  to  inspect  a  large  tract  of  valuable 
coal  land  in  which  they  are  interested. 

It  is  reported  that  General  J.  W.  St.  Clair,  of  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  is 
making  an  effort  to  perfect  an  organization  whereby  a  single  agency  will  han^dle 
the  entire  eastern  shipments  of  coal  from  collieries  at  Fayetteville.  Two  Cin¬ 
cinnati  and  one  Chicago  firm  are  bidding  for  the  agency. 

The  shipments  of  coal  from  the  mines  of  the  Cumberland-Georges  Creek 
regions  for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  October  22,  1898,  were  83,700  tons,  and 
the  total  shipments  for  the  year  up  to  that  date  were  3.306,263  tons,  being  an 
increase  of  167,436  tons,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  1897. 

The  shipments  of  coal  from  the  Elk  Garden  and  Upper  Potomac  regions 
of  West  Virginia,  which  are  transported  over  the  West  Virginia  Central  & 
Pittsburg  Railroad,  for  the  week  ending  October  22,  were  20,865,  and  for  the 
year  to  that  date  were  942,720  tons,  being  a  decrease  of  6,307,  as  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

A  special  from  Pratt  City,  Ala.,  to  the  Birmingham  News,  says:  “The 
first  tram  which  left  the  Pratt  City  railro  id  yards  of  the  Tennessee  Co.  last 
week,  contained  seventeen  box  cars  loaded  with  coke  for  consignees  in  New 
Orleans  and  points  in  Mexico.  Shipments  of  export  coke  have  been  going  on 
for  some  time  in  small  lots,  but  it  is  a  rare  thing  to  see  an  entire  train  load  of 
this  product  leave  the  yards  at  once.  Shipments  of  coal  are  also  quite  heavy 
at  present,  the  demand  far  exceeding  the  supply  available.” 

The  output  of  coal  in  West  Virginia  is  now  on  a  very  large  scale,  and  yet 
the  industry  in  the  state  is  not  much  over  ten  years  old— if  one  excepts  the 
old-fashioned  way  of  doing  things  prior  to  that  time.  In  the  past  ten  years 
the  business  of  mining  and  shipping  coal  and  making  coke  has  increased  four¬ 
fold,  and  the  state  is  third  on  the  list  of  producers  in  the  United  States  and  is 
only  exceeded  in  its  output  by  Penn’a  and  Illinois.  The  line  of  progress  has 
been  all  alon'g  the  Norfolk  &  Western, the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio,  and  tne  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  systems  of  railroad.  Largely  owned  and  controlled  by  the  carry¬ 
ing  companies,  the  interests  of  mining  and  shipping  coal  have  been  favored 
with  low  rates,  so  that  the  market  has  expanded  and  West  Virginia  coal  is 
known  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 


IMEILSON 


RED-ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

dCKSOIT  &  EDDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  OfTIce,  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Ast. 


C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

AVOCA  ’’  (Pittston  District) 


u 


FRANKLIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 
“LOUISE  ’’  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl" 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

pittston,  pa.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &.  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

Moshannon  and  Camberlaiid  Vein  Bitminoas  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Titie  Buildine.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA, 


XhexURNEY  &  JONES  CO., 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL 

OF  THE 


CELEBRATED 


CONGO  COAL 

Anthracite  and  Smithing;  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  Wo.  355  Dearborn  St. 

COLUMBUS.  O^ _ _  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO., 


FRICK 

COKE. 


Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna. 


Headquarters  for 


GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells¬ 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturme:  and 
domestic  purposes.  1 3,500  ovens.  Dally  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

Direct  Connections  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

Quotations  Freight  Rates  Pamphlets  o-lvine  fullinformatlon  promptly  furnished  upon  application. 
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Harrison 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years* 
Service. 


1600 
machines 
in  use. 


1315 
sq.  ft.  in 
9  hours. 


[November  5 


Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 

Best  Combination  for  Minins:  Operations. 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 

RECORD: 

17  years 
continn* 
ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
double 
shift. 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY,  -  -  -  Chicago,  Illinois. 

The  ‘link-Belt”  Electric  Chain  Breast  Machine. 


COVERED  BY  FOUR  U.  S.  PATENTS  ISSUED  AND  PENDING. 


Special  Points  of  Advantage: 

^ts  a  perfectly  level  floor;  leaves  no  bottom  coal  for  loaders  to  take  up. 
works  equally  well  to  right  or  left  across  room  or  entry.  Machine  cuttings  can  be 
shoveled  from  either  side.  e 

System  of  rollers  by  means  of  which  machine  is  easily  moved  across  face  of  room 
thereby  greatly  increasing  capacity. 

Shortest  machine  for  length  of  undercut. 

Most  secure  and  easily-handled  rear  jack,  attached  to  machine. 

Simplest  feeding  mechanism  Bess  gears  and  fewest  number  of  parts. 

Com  pa' t  ‘'dost  and  wat-r-proof”  ir'iu-clad  inulcipolar  motor. 

Strongest  frame  and  chain,  admitting  of  using  steel  most  economically. 
Chisel-holding  device  covered  by  patents  su  tained  by  Judge  Sage. 


ELECTRIC 


Power  Generators 
Mine  Pumps, 
Locomotives, 
Drills,  Etc. 


The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 


f 


PRICES  ANO  ESTIMATES  ON  APPLICATION. 


Engineers-Founders-Machinists. 


CHICAGO,  U.S.  A. 


The  Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Company 


ELECTRIC  CHAIN  COAL  CUTTER. 


COMPLETE 


Compressed 

Air 

Coal  Coiting 
MacliiDery. 


Electric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  llrills. 

Electric  Shearing;  Machines. 
Air  Shearing  Machines. 


Electric  IiOns;wall  MachiucN. 
Air  L.ong;wall  Machines. 
Electric  LocomotivcN. 
Electric  Pumps. 


Manufacturers  DYNAMOS  and  MOTORS 


EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


I'LECTRIC  mCOMOTIVE. 


COLUMBUS, 


OHIO. 
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OFFICIAL  PAPER  OF  THE  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF 
ILLINOIS  AND  WISCONSIN-Secretary,  F.  E.  Lukens,  Chicago 
III.  THE  MICHIGAN  RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCI ATION-Secretary, 
James  T.  Eaman,  Detroit,  Mich.;  THE  WHOLESALE  AND 
RETAIL  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF  OHIO-Secretary, 
W.J. Ferguson,  Dayton,  Ohio;  and  THE  INDIANA  RETAIL  COAL 
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JOHN  B.  LUCAS.  -  -  -  EDITOR 

Mrs.  H.  a.  BISCHOFF,  Business  Man4geh 

,  SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE, 

■  Yearly  (in  advance), . .  ••  $3.00 

,  Single  Copies, . >10 
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Address  all  communications  to 
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ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I 

The  report  which  has  been  circulated  among 
the  coal  trade  that  a  consolidation  of  THE  BLACK 
DIAMOND  and  The  Northwestern  Lumberman 
was  contemplated,  is  utterly  without  foundation, 
and  the  trade  is  requested  to  govern  Itself  accord- 
>  ingly.  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  was  established  to 
further  the  best  interests  of  the  coal  and  coke  trade, 
and  will  continue  to  conserve  to  its  advantage  in¬ 
definitely.  the  management. 

MARKET  REVIEW. 


Anthracite  coal  receipts  at  Chicago  as  reported  by  the  Bureau 
of  Coal  Statistics  for  the  month  of  October,  both  by  lake  and 
rail,  show  a  large  decrease  as  compared  with  the  corresponding 
•  month  last  year;  but  those  by  lake  are  still  very  largely  in  excess 
for  the  season  to  November  i.  The  all-rail  receipts  for  the  year 
are  also  greater  than  for  the  first  ten  months  of  1898.  Shipments 
of  anthracite  for  the  same  period  (October)  show  a  large  de¬ 
crease,  but  for  the  year  a  big  increase. 

Bituminous  coal  receipts  at  Chicago  for  October  from  all  the 
four  competitive  states  and  from  West  Virginia  show  heavy  de- 

:  creases.  There  is,  however,  a  slight  increase  in  Jackson  Hill  and 

Wellston  and  miscellaneous  Ohio  coal  for  that  month,  and  a  mod¬ 
erate  increase  in  the  first  two  named  districts  for  the  year  to 
!  November  i.  Northern  Illinois  coal  also  increased  considerably 
i  during  October,  but  for  the  ten  months  there  is  a  big  decrease. 

Shipments  of  soft  coal  in  October  decreased  considerably,  but  the 
'  increase  for  the  year —ten  months,  is  heavy. 

Coke  receipts  at  Chicago  show  a  decrease  for  Octoberas  com- 
'  pared  with  that  month  last  year,  but  the  increase  for  the  ten 
'  months  is  very  heavy.  Shipments  of  coke  in  October  have  in¬ 
creased  as  compared  with  that  month  in  1897- 

Anthracite  coal  though  by  no  means  active  is  commencing  to 
i  respond  to  the  exigencies  of  the  season  rather  than  to  the  neces¬ 
sities  of  buyers.  Any  real  improvement  in  the  inquiry  or  demand 
in  the  West  which  may  be  looked  for  must  now  come  from  the 
:  advent  of  cold  weather  and  its  steady  continuance.  This,  and 
this  only,  will  force  a  buying  movement  of  any  proportions  and 
would  probably  cause  some  urgency  in  the  demand  for  prompt 
I  delivery  of  coal.  The  present  low  prices  have  had  but  little 
stimulating  effect  upon  buyers  whose  purchases  are  still  restricted 


to  their  known  requirements.  The  speculative  element  has  appar¬ 
ently  been  entirely  evolved  from  the  Western  market,  and  it  is 
extremely  doubtful  if  lower  prices  would  cause  any  reaction. 
Nowhere  in  the  West  or  Northwest  are  there  any  large  or  exces¬ 
sive  stocks  of  anthracite  coal,  and  of  chestnut  there  is  quite  a 
shortage  in  Chicago  and  a  good  demand  from  the  outside.  Nut 
coal  is  stronger  than  any  other  size,  and  now  commands  an  ad¬ 
vance  tor  prompt  shipment.  There  will  be  a  further  appreciation 
in  the  price  of  chestnut,  unless  there  are  heavier  receipts  than 
now  obtain— both  all-rail  and  water  coal.  The  shortage  of  cars, 
now  so  generally  noticed,  will  be  somewhat  relieved  in  the  East 
when  lake  navigation  closes,  which  will  shortly  occur.  No  one 
expects  any  change  or  improvement  in  the  present  selling  figures 
of  anthracite  coal,  as  there  is  more  lack  of  harmony  among  the 
producing  interests  in  the  East  than  there  has  been  for  some 
time. 

Bituminous  coal  shows  increasing  activity  throughout  the  West, 
and  there  is  also  an  appreciable  gain  in  the  firmer  feeling  due  to 
the  fact  that  supply  generally  is  in  closer  touch  with  the  demand. 
The  sharp  application  of  the  demurrage  law  has  added  mater¬ 
ially  to  the  tone  of  the  soft  coal  market,  while  the  fact  that 
heavy  consumers,  like  railroads,  are  stocking,  must  necessarily 
have  a  steadying  effect.  Steam  coal  is  in  much  better  demand 
and  the  colder  weather  of  the  past  few  days  has  imparted  quite 
an  air  of  activity  to  the  market.  This  stimulus  will  probably  be 
felt  at  the  mines  during  the  coming  week.  Commercial  coal  is 
in  steady  demand,  and  though  dealers  in  the  interior  are  not  or¬ 
dering  beyond  current  wants  yet  their  requisitions  are  regular. 
This,  to  say  the  least,  is  satisfactory  to  operators  and  jobbers  but 
it  proves  rather  conclusively  that  country  stocks  are  light  and 
that  any  accession  of  colder  weather  would  create  a  demand 
which  would,  considering  the  shortage  of  cars,  cause  considera¬ 
ble  hustling  to  get  the  coal  forward  with  anything  like  ordinary 
promptness — delays  and  tardy  shipments  would  be  the  rule 
rather  than  the  exception.  Domestic  coal  of  all  the  better  pre¬ 
pared  qualities  now  shows  a  greatly  increased  consumption  and 
orders  are  seasonably  active,  while  prices  are  quite  firm.  Taking 
the  natural  growth  of  the  population  in  the  West  into  considera¬ 
tion  the  soft  coal  market  should  show  a  healthy  development 
during  the  coming  winter  and  in  this  there  is  scarcely  a  divergent 
opinion  among  the  trade.  • 

Coke  is  in  better  demand  generally,  and  despite  the  increased 
activity  at  the  Connellsville  ovens  and  in  the  West  Virginia  coke 
making  districts,  large  dealers  in  the  West  claim  to  be  short  of 
the  spot  article.  There  is  also  a  growing  feeling  that  prices  are 
to  be  advanced  in  the  very  near  future  and  that  has  had  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  cause  consumers  to  stock  up  to  some  extent.  Crushed 
coke  is  in  better  demand  for  manufacturing  as  well  as  domestic 
use. 

Our  New  \'ork  representative  reports  only  a  moderate  de¬ 
mand  for  anthracite  as  dealers  continue  to  buy  from  hand  to 
mouth.  The  most  encouraging  feature  in  the  trade  is  that  the 
large  tonnage  mined  and  shipped  during  October  has  had  no  de¬ 
pressing  effect  on  the  market  and  that  the  greater  proportion  of 
it  has  been  absorbed  by  the  dealers  as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
nearly  all  orders  placed  are  accompanied  with  a  request  for 
prompt  shipment,  indicating  that  stocks  are  generally  low.  The 
companies’  sales  agents  believe  that  a  large  amount  of  coal  will 
be  required  before  the  year  closes.  The  official  figures  of  the 
production  in  October  are  4.750,000  tons  against  5,121,000  tons 
for  October,  1897,  and  4,750,000  tons  for  that  month  in  1896. 
For  the  first  ten  months  of  1898  the  amount  of  coal  produced  is 
33,700,000  tons.  The  far  East  is  taking  a  good  tonnage  of  coal. 
Line  trade  is  good  at  all  points,  but  the  car  shortage  interferes 
somewhat  with  the  quick  deliveries  asked  for.  Best  grades  are 
quoted  at  S3  60(^  3.70  at  New  York  for  stove  coal.  The  seaboard 
soft  coal  is  quiet  but  steady.  Some  producing  companies  claim 
to  have  more  business  than  they  can  handle.  Some  new  orders 
for  soft  coal  are  noted  from  the  far  East.  Demand  for  coal  from 
Sound  ports  is  steady  and  is  largely  supplied  from  New  York 

Market  Review  continued  on  page  318. 
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I  EASTERN  OFFICE  OF  THE  BLACK  BLUIOND.  | 

g  29  LIBERTY  STREET,  NEW  YORK  CITY.  » 

PRICES  F.  O.  B.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 

November  9,  1898. 

Broken.  Egg.  Stove.  Nut 

Companies  Free  Burning 


White  Ash .  S3.65  §3.90  $415  $3.90 

STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . $2.2$-$2.so 

Buckwheat .  1.65-  2.00 

Rice . 1.30-  1.45 

AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 

White  ash . $5.00 

Pink  ash . 5.50 

Red  ash .  5.75 


There  is  no  activity  in  the  anthracite  market  worthy  of  note,  though  the 
season  has  now  advanced  to  the  time  when  a  considerable  demand  should  be 
made  for  coal,  yet  dealer-,  are  still  content  to  pursue  a  hand-to-mouth  policy, 
which,  it  is  thought,  will  continue  throughout  the  balance  of  the  year.  Little 
can  be  said  about  the  market,  as  its  features  have  shown  little  change  for  some 
weeks  past,  and  any  attempt  to  report  any  of  these  periods  individually  would 
only  tend  to  repeat  the  same  old  story.  The  encouraging  feature  in  the  trade 
is  the  fact  that  the  large  tonnage  mined  and  shipped  durine  the  past  month 
has  had  no  depressing  effect  so  far  as  we  can  see,  and  the  opinion  is  that  most  of 
this  coal  has  been  absorbed  by  the  retail  trade.  The  best  eviaence  of  this  is  that 
where  orders  are  placed  they  are  usually  accompanied  by  an  urgent  request  for 
prompt  shipment  indicating  that  stocks  in  dealers’  hands  are  pretty  generally 
depleted.  The  companies  have  no  large  stocks  on  hand  at  any  of  their  storage 
places  and  they  believe  that  under  these  conditions  a  large  amount  of  coal 
will  yet  be  required  before  the  end  of  the  year.  One  prominent  shipper  says 
that  the  market  ought  to  take  nine  million  tons  in  November  and  December. 
This  will  bring  the  total  tonnage  for  the  year  up  to  42.500,000  tons  or  one  mil¬ 
lion  tons  above  last  year.  The  official  estimate  of  the  production  for  October 
places  the  tonnage  at  4,750,000  tons  which  compares  with  5,121,000  tons  for 
October,  1897,  and  4,784,000  tons  for  October,  1896.  This  brings  the  tonnage 
for  the  first  ten  months  of  the  year  up  to  33,700,000  tons.  The  companies  are 
operating  their  mines  on  the  same  basis  as  last  month  and  as  there  has  been 
no  allotment  made  for  November  the  output  will  undoubtedly  show  about  the 
same  figures  as  those  for  October,  unless  the  car  situation  becomes  more  critical 
and  causes  a  more  rigid  restriction  than  it  has  up  to  this  time.  The  far  East 
is  receiving  a  good  deal  of  coal  though  the  prices  in  that  market  are  still  very 
unsatisfactory.  Line  trade  is  very  good.  Dealers  at  all  points  are  clamoring 
for  coal  and  some  difficulty  is  experienced  in  filling  the  demands  as  quickly 
as  desired  on  account  of  the  shortage  of  car  supply.  Prices  are  about  the 
same  as  they  have  been  for  some  weeks  past,  stove  coal  selling  at  New  York 
from  83-5°  f-  o.  b.  up.  The  better  grades  are  from  $3.60  to  S3. 70.  Pea  coal  is 
some  firmer,  this  size  having  become  somewhat  scarce,  and  a  further  advance 
in  price  is  looked  for. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  moving  along  quietly;  most  con¬ 
cerns  are  receiving  new  orders  to  take  the  place  of  those  they  have  been  able 
to  ship  and  some  of  the  producers  are  claiming  that  they  are  receiving  more 
order  than  they  can  handle.  The  reports  of  the  productions  from  various  re¬ 
gions  are  maintained,  rather  indicating  that  orders  are  not  as  scarce  as  some 
people  would  have  us  believe.  We  hear  from  good  authority  that  there  is  to 
be  a  meeting  at  New  York  on  November  22,  of  all  the  bituminous  transporta¬ 
tion  companies’  presidents,  looking  towards  a  betterment  of  the  prevailing 
through  rates  charges  on  bituminous  coal.  This  is  certainly  a  move  in  the  right 
direction  and  everything  goes  to  show  that  it  is  an  appropriate  time  for  this 
meeting,  and  even  if  this  is  merely  a  beginning,  the  indications  are  that  good 
results  are  likely  to  follow  such  a  conference.  There  is  a  general  feeling 
throughout  ihe  trade  that  rock-bottom  has  been  reached,  and  that  even  the 
strongest  of  the  main  line  roads  are  not  in  a  position  to  cut  further  than  they 
are  doing  at  present.  It  would  also  seem  that  there  is  not  the  disorganized 
condition  in  the  trade  that  there  was  at  this  time  last  year,  although  the  prices 
are  lower,  and  that  all  that  there  is  lacking  towards  a  strong  agreement,  is  a 
possibility  of  bad  faith  between  the  railroads  on  this  understanding.  The 
meeting,  however,  rather  evidences  that  all  the  parties  feel  that  the  fight  has 
about  reached  the  finish. 

Trade  in  the  far  East  shows  a  slight  improvement  over  last  week  and 
orders  are  coming  in  on  old  contracts  with  a  small  amount  of  new  business 
doing.  Long  Island  Sound  business  is  showing  a  r.ither  healthy  state  and 
there  is  a  regular  demand  for  coal  coming  from  there  that  is  moving  along 
principally  from  New  York  harbor  shipping  ports.  New  York  harbor  trade  is 
taking  considerable  coal  and  it  is  noticed  when  orders  are  delayed  at  all  that 
consumers  are  very  earnest  in  their  urgency  for  immediate  delivery.  There  is  a 
continued  demand  for  export  trade  and  reports  are  about  for  deliveries  to  the 
British  West  Indian  ports. 

T ransportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  up  to  the  mark  and  sufficiently  prompt 
for  all  purpo->es.  Car  supply  is  still  small  and  not  up  to  requirements.  In  the 
Coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  scarce  and  rates  firm.  The  fogs  of 
last  week  still  further  delayf'd  the  promised  fleet  and  even  the  local  tows  were 
twenty-tour  hours  late.  We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  from  Philadelphia 
as  follows:  Boston,  Salem,  Portland  and  Wareham,  85;  Providence,  New  Bed¬ 
ford  and  the  Sound,  751  Lynn.  00;  Newburyport,  95@i.oo;  Portsmouth, 
90;  Dover,  1.25  and  towage;  Saco,  i.io  and  towage;  Bath,  90;  Gardiner,  i.oo 
and  towage;  Bangor,  no.  The  further  town  ports  are  ten  cents  above  these 
rates. 

Captains  are  inclined  to  ask  for  ice  clauses  to  extremely  Eastern  ports. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  JSi.6o  to 
$1.75  f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia,  $1.25  to  $1.50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  $1.65  to 
Si. 75  nn  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  S2. 10  to 
$2.20  on  higher  grades,  and  $1.60  to  Si. 75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


PHILADELPHIA. 

November  9,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade, owing  to  the  continued  mildness  of  the  weather, 
shows  litje  improvement  in  the  way  of  seasonable  activity.  There  is,  never¬ 
theless,  a  {a'*"  tonnage  moving  forward,  which  it  is  thought  is  pretty  generally 
being  abgQ^bed,  and  the  belief  is  that  the  tendency  of  the  trade  is  towards  a 
general  ijnpi'ovement,  as  stocks  at  all  points  are  apparently  light,  and  although 
prices  ape  not  as  good  as  the  companies  would  like  to  see  them,  yet  the 
advent  of  c^o'er  weather  and  the  restriction  that  will  be  placed  upon  the 
shipments  of  coal  by  the  curtailed  car  supply,  will  undoubtedly  have  a  hard¬ 
ening  effect  upon  the  market.  While  the  companies  are  all  moving  a  fair 
volume  of  tonnage  yet  they  are  not  offering  any  special  concessions  to  do  this, 
and  are  refusing  long  deliveries  at  the  prevailing  figures;  and  although  some 
low  Prices  are  made  these  are  t  raceable  to  the  lower  grades  of  coal,  handled  by 
individual  opeLTtors.  On  the  better  coals  25  cents  per  ton  more  is  demanded 
than  the  lower  figures  reported.  Pea  coal  is  said  to  be  hardening  and  prices 
on  this  size  is  considerably  firmer  than  they  were.  It  is  hardly  thought  that 
this  is  due  to  a  shortage  of  this  coal,  but  entirely  owing  to  the  lack  of  cars  to 
handle  same.  Local  and  line  trade  shows  a  decided  improvement;  the  retail¬ 
ers  having  been  kept  busy  for  some  time  filling  up  consumers’  bins,  and  this 
demand  is  now  being  reflected  in  the  wholesale  market  and  the  indications  are 
that  this  trade  will  keep  up  for  some  time  as  the  present  buying  does  not  show 
any  stocking  up  of  coal,  but  merely  to  fill  the  current  requirements.  The  ton¬ 
nage  for  the  month  of  October  is  officially  estimated  at  4,750,000  tons.  This 
brings  the  total  tonnage  for  the  first  ten  months  of  the  year  up  to  33,700,000 
tons,  compared  with  33,360,000  tons  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1897.  The 
companies  are  working  about  full  time  at  the  mines  or  nearly  and  so  the  predic¬ 
tions  are  that  the  tonnage  for  the  year  1898  will  amount  to  approximately 
42,000,000  tons. 

The  soft  coal  trade  continues  about  the  same  as  reported  in  the  last  few 
weeks,  most  operators  having  enough  orders  on  hand  to  keep  their  mines  run¬ 
ning  about  full  time.  The  difficulty  of  securing  vessel  bottoms  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  take  care  of  the  business  in  hand  continues  to  bother  shippers  as 
much  as  it  has  for  some  weeks  past.  The  opinion  in  the  trade  as  to  the  out¬ 
look  for  next  year’s  business  is,  thit  while  there  may  be  no  radical  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  way  of  prices,  yet  they  feel  that  the  general  tendency  of  the  coal 
trade,  like  all  other  industries,  will  be  for  a  healthier  and  better  market.  This 
has  got  to  come,  as  even  the  strongest  of  them  are  running  pretty  close  to  the 
precipice,  and  all  are  heartily  sick  of  the  present  demoralization  and  would 
welcome  any  change  for  the  better.  A  meeting  of  the  presidents  of  the  soft 
coal  roads  will  be  held  in  New  York  on  the  22d  of  November,  with  a  view 
of  improving  the  condition  of  the  soft  coal  trade  and  the  through  freight 
charges.  The  far  East  is  calling  for  a  large  amount  of  coal  and  is  compar¬ 
atively  the  most  active  of  the  various  consuming  territories.  The  Sound  ports 
are  taking  most  of  their  coal  from  the  New  York  Harbor  shipping  ports 
in  a  regular  way.  Export  trade  is  good.  Both  the  English  and  Russian  govern¬ 
ment  have  been  making  inquiries  about  coal  for  ports  in  the  B  1st.  Trans¬ 
portation  is  up  to  all  demands.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  con¬ 
tinue  scarce  and  rates  firm;  the  fogs  delaying  vessels  from  arriving  at  ship¬ 
ping  ports.  We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  as  follows:  From  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  Boston,  Salem,  Portland  and  warehouse,  85;  Sound  ports,  75;  Lynn, 
90-1.00;  Newburyport,  95-1.00;  Portsmouth,  90;  Dover,  1.25  and  towage; 
Saco,  I.IO  and  towage;  Bath, 90;  Gardiner,  i. 00  and  towage;  Bangor,  i.io. 


ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

November  10,  1898. 

The  market  on  bituminous  coal  is  again  showing  marked  signs  of  weak¬ 
ness  this  week,  both  as  to  demand  and  prices.  Early  in  the  week  the  weather 
was  quite  warm  and  this  fact,  in  connection  with  that  of  the  dealers  having 
loaded  up  pretty  well  of  late,  has  caused  trade  to  be  quite  dull.  Where  a  week 
ago  standard  coal,  f.  o.  b.  cars  East  St.  Louis,  was  selling;  at  81.15,  now  81.10  is 
the  maximum,  and  it  is  understood  that  quite  large  quantities  are  being  offered 
at  81  05.  Still  lower  prices  are  rumored. 

Hi,iher  quotations  on  Trenton,  second  grades,  Mt.  Olive,  etc.,  have  been 
made  recently,  but  it  is  now  understood  that  the  advanced  figures  are  largely 
nominal.  The  shortage  of  cars  on  the  roads  hauling  coal  from  the  Illinois 
mines  to  East  St.  Louis  has  been  relieved  to  some  extent,  but  still  maintains 
in  some  quarters.  The  anthracite  condition  shows  no  change,  practically,  in 
regards  to  prices,  but  demand,  for  the  time  being,  is  less  urgent. 

The  State  Coal  Mine  Inspector  of  Missouri,  Charles  Evans,  will  soon  issue 
his  report  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1898.  It  is  officially  stated  that  the  re¬ 
port  will  show  a  largely  increased  production,  smaller  percentage  of  accidents, 
and  a  more  healthtul  and  safe  condition  of  the  mines  than  at  any  time  in  the 
history  of  the  mining  industry  of  the  state,  together  with  freedom  from  riot 
and  bloodshed. 

There  has  been  no  perceptible  change  in  the  price  paid  for  mining  in  this 
state  for  five  years,  it  will  be  stated.  Furthermore,  while  the  demand  for  the 
product  of  the  mines  of  the  state  shows  a  very  material  increase,  the  average 
price  received  for  coal  is  exactly  the  same  as  that  of  the  previous  year. 

The  product  of  the  mines  of  the  state  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1898,  was  2,838,152  tons,  an  increase  over  last  year’s  output  of  408,764  tons.  The 
average  price  per  ton  received  at  the  mines  was  $1.10,  making  the  aggregate 
value  of  the  product  $3,148,862,  an  increase  of  $464,105,  or  17  per  cent. 

There  were  377  coal  mines  of  all  descriptions  in  operation  all  or  during 
part  of  the  year,  a  decrease  from  the  number  of  mines  operated  last  year,  but 
a  considerably  increased  output.  The  average  number  of  miners  employed 
during  the  year  was  7,025  miners,  an  increase  over  the  former  year  of  799  men. 
The  total  number  of  accidents  was  36,  of  which  nine  were  fatal.  The  average 
number  of  tons  of  coal  mined  for  each  life  lost  from  1890  to  the  present  year 
was  159,771.  This  year  it  was  315,130.  The  notably  belter  showing  is  attrib¬ 
uted  to  the  manv  additional  safeguards  to  mines  provided  by  the  present 
state  mining  law  for  which  it  is  ch  imed  that  it  is  one  of  the  wisest  and  most 
advanced  statutes  on  the  books  of  any  state. 

The  advance  summary  of  the  report  is  much  larger  than  the  above,  but 
your  correspondent  has  condensed  it  with  a  view  to  presenting  the  essential 
facts  tersely  and  in  the  smallest  possible  space. 
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CHICAGO  MARKET.  | 

There  is  a  somewhat  improved  demand  for  anthracite,  but  orders  both 
wholesale  and  retail  are  mainly  for  chestnut  coal.  Receipts  of  country  orders 
also  show  that  nut  coal  is  the  predominating  size  wanted  by  dealers  on  the  out¬ 
side.  The  demand  in  a  general  way  for  nut  coal  is  greater  than  it  has  been 
for  several  years  not  only  here  but  also  at  other  distributing  centers  in  the 
west.  Receipts  of  this  size  have,  so  far  this  season,  not  been  evenly  distributed 
among  the  shippers  and  some  of  them  are  short  in  railyardsand  on  docks.  Sev¬ 
eral  of  the  shippers  have  been  compelled  to  refuse  orders  for  chestnut  coal 
for  prompt  shipment  from  railyards,  because  it  was  not  in  stock.  Other  ship¬ 
pers  claim  to  be  getting  a  slight  advance  for  spot  nut  coal  which  they  can  ship 
immediately.  There  is,  however,  no  scarcity  of  other  sizes,  range  and  egg,  on 
which  the  feeling  is  easy.  The  cold  rain  and  blustery  stormy  weather  of  the 
week  has  had  a  favorable  effect  on  retail  business,  and  most  of  the  dealers 
have  had  about  all  they  could  conveniently  handle.  Stocks  generally  in  the 
yards  of  the  dealers  are  not  large  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  and  any  sudden 
change  to  colder  weather  would  soon  deplete  them.  There  is  no  change  in 
prices  either  at  wholesale  or  retail  and  $4  5o@475  'n  carloads  and  S5.25@5.5o 
at  retail  seem  to  be  about  regular  with  some  shading  here  and  there  accord¬ 
ing  to  circumstances. 

The  more  prominent  feature  in  the  bituminous  coal  market  is  the  prevail¬ 
ing  shortage  in  the  supply  of  cars  at  mines,  and  while  there  is  no  actual  scar¬ 
city  of  coal  at  present,  it  would  take  but  a  few  days  of  real  cold  to  bring  about 
a  condition  little  short  of  a  famine,  as  dealers  are  ordering  coal  only  as  re¬ 
quired.  Hence  in  the  event  of  severe  weather  there  would  be  neither  coal  nor 
cars,  largely  due  to  the  demurrage  law  now  so  rigidly  enforced,  though  it  is 
quite  probable  that  the  fact  that  large  consumers  are  stocking  has  something 
to  do  with  the  lighter  receipts  of  commercial  fuel.  The  better  tone  to  the  soft 
coal  market  and  the  stronger  feeling  among  operators  becomes  more  apparent 
as  the  season  advances  and  prices  are,  as  a  rule,  more  firmly  held  than  they 
have  been.  Wilmington.  Spring  Valley  and  other  coals  from  the  Northern 
Illinois  field  are  in  good  demand  at  more  remunerative  figures;  there  is  also 
more  steadiness  in  Indiana  block  and  Southern  Illinois  coal  and  Hocking  is 
quite  firm,  but  no  higher  at  present,  although  the  price  has  been  advanced  at 
the  head  of  the  lakes.  Steam  coal  is  in  growing  demand  and  large  consumers 
are  taking  fuel  much  more  freely.  The  outlook  is  considered  very  fair  for  in¬ 
creased  business  both  locally  and  in  nearby  towns. 

Coke  is  in  steady  demand  and  prospects  very  favorable  for  its  continu¬ 
ance  as  the  foundry  trade  is  now  fairly  active.  Crushed  coke  is  moving  more 
regularly. 

BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

November  10,  1898. 

The  condition  of  the  coal  market,  both  for  anthracite  and  bituminous, 
shows  no  marked  change  from  last  week.  There  is  a  good  demand  for  both 
kinds  of  coal,  and  great  difficulty  in  meeting  it,  owing  to  continued  scarcity  of 
cars.  In  fact,  cars  are  growing  more  scarce  every  day,  and  conditions  are 
materially  worse  in  that  regard  than  last  week.  There  is  no  change  in  prices. 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  November  5th, 
aggregated  75,045  tons,  distributed  as  follows:  Chicago  35,515,  Milwaukee 
15,150,  Duluth  4,600,  Superior  7,800,  Toledo  4,290,  Portage  3,100,  Gladstone 
3,60b,  Port  Colborne  240,  Fort  William  750. 

Freight  rates  have  had  a  phenomenal  drop  for  this  season  of  the  year. 
The  50c  rate  to  Lake  Michigan  dropped  during  the  week  to  40c,  and  is  today 
quoted  at  30c,  and  is  not  over  strong  even  at  the  last  named  figure. 

A  leading  vessel  agent  here  stated  the  situation  as  follows:  A  few  weeks 
ago,  when  wheat  was  commanding  a  3J4c  freight  from  Duluth, corn  2%'  c  from 
Chicago,  and  ore  $1.00  from  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  to  Ohio  ports,  vessel 
men  were  not  anxious  for  coal  cargoes.  East  bound  freights  were  paying 
handsomely.  There  is  considerable  delay  incident  to  the  unloading  of  coal, 
and  vessels  were  eager  to  carry  eastbound  cargoes  at  the  high  freight  rates 
and  leave  coal  alone.  When  the  collapse  in  eastbound  freights  occurred,  ves¬ 
sel  owners  were  anxious  to  get  coal  cargoes  at  50c  for  Lake  Michigan. 

There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  cars  to  bring  coal  to  this  port  from  the  mines, 
as  the  eastern  trade  in  anthracite  is  now  large  and  the  general  movement  of 
freight  by  railroad  is  taxing  rolling  stock  to  its  utmost  capacity.  The  result  is 
that  very  little  coal  is  being  brought  to  Buffalo  by  the  anthracite  roads,  and  a 
large  number  of  vessels  are  looking  for  coal  cargoes.  Rates  are  accordingly 
weak  at  the  decline.  The  same  agent,  however,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  it 
was  by  no  means  certain  that  this  condition  would  continue.  He  said  there 
was  a  fair  demand  for  coal  from  the  West,  and  there  would  be  plenty  of  coal 
to  ship  from  this  port  providing  the  railroads  could  find  the  cars  to  bring  it 
here.  The  Eastern  anthracite  trade  is  more  profitable  than  the  Western,  and 
the  roads  are  using  all  their  cars  to  supply  the  Eastern  demand  first.  Should 
there  be  a  falling  off  East  there  would  be  a  large  amount  of  coal  rushed  for¬ 
ward  to  Buffalo  just  before  the  close  of  navigation,  and  this  is  not  an  improb¬ 
able  result. 

The  feature  of  the  week  in  the  railroad  movement  of  coal  from  this  market 
is  the  shortage  of  cars.  Wholesale  coal  dealers  report  an  excellent  demand 
for  anthracite,  and  a  very  active  demand  for  all  grades  of  bituminous.  It  is  a 
matter  of  extreme  difficulty,  however,  to  get  the  cars  to  fill  the  orders. 


WHEELING,  W.  VA. 

November  10,  1808. 

Whilethere  is  no  particularly  new  feature  in  the  coal  trade  in  West  Virginia 
this  week,  everything  is  of  an  encouraging  character,  and  the  outlook  all  along  the 
line  is  fine.  The  retail  trade  in  the  Wheeling  district  was  never  better  at  this  sea¬ 
son  of  the  year,  and  the  mines  which  supply  thattrade  were  neverworking  mo'e 
fully  in  the  month  of  November.  There  are  not  more  miners  in  this  region 
than  are  able  to  find  full  emp'oyment,  and  a  few  mines  could  find  room  for 
more  men.  The  factory  and  steam  demand  here  is  good,  but  not  as  strong  in 
proportion  as  the  retail  demand.  Still  there  is  no  room  for  complaint. 

Transfers  of  coal  from  the  West  Virginia  roads  to  Ohio  connecting  lines 
are  hardly  as  heavy  this  week  as  they  were  last  week  and  the  week  before,  but 
they  are  still  good,  when  it  is  considered  how  late  m  the  seas  m  it  is. 

The  demand  for  coal  for  shipment  in  the  eastern  Ohio  n  gion  is  weak,  and 
the  mines  continue  to  work  much  less  than  full  time.  Th  -re  are  no  mines  that 
are  making  full  time  and  none  of  them  are  working  as  many  miners  as  usual. 

In  the  Fairmont  region,  things  are  going  along  steadily  and  the  operators 
have  no  room  for  complaint.  The  agitators  connected  with  the  United  Mine 
Workers  have  been  trying  to  scare  up  trouble  about  Fairmont,  but  thus  far 
they  have  been  unsuccessful.  Their  efforts  to  getuo  a  m-'etmg  of  the  miners 
were  unsuccessful,  and  their  man-to-man  canvass  of  the  region  was  little  more 
satisfactory.  The  Fairmont  region  is  not  shipping  as  much  coal  to  the  West 
as  a  few  weeks  ago,  but  there  has  been  a  decided  picking  up  in  the  eastern 
trade,  which  more  than  makes  up  for  the  loss.  Fairmont  coke  makers  are 
doing  some  business,  but  it  is  not  heavv. 

On  the  West  Virginia  Central  and  Pittsburg  Railroad,  the  mines  and  coke 
ovens  are  all  fully  employed  and  shipments  are  heavy.  The  Davis  Co  il  and 
Coke  Co.  is  reported  to  have  a  new  mine  ready  to  begin  shipping  within  a  few 
days,  and  also  to  need  its  product  to  cover  business  now  in  hand.  There  is  an 
excellent  demand  for  coke,  and  coal  for  shipment  abroad  is  taken  in  large 
quantities.  ,  • 

In  the  Norfolk  and  Western  region,  the  miners  are  all  working  full  time 
and  are  now  employing  all  the  men  they  can  get.  Advertisements  are  a,p- 

pearing  in  the  papers  of  that  section,  asking  for  miners,  and  offering  special 

inducements,  such  as  steady  work  until  next  July.  It  is  reported  in  the  east¬ 
ern  part  of  the  field,  that  several  big  orders  have  been  shipped  to  Norfolk  ihe 
past  two  weeks,  to  be  shipped  abroad.  It  is  further  given  out  that  this  coal  is 
to  be  delivered  to  coaling  stations  and  naval  store  houses  at  Atlantic  ports 
controlled  by  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  coal  was  taken  in  view  of  the  strained 
relations  between  Englmd  and  France.  Western  shipments  are  all  that  could 
be  desired,  and  there  is  not  an  idle  miner  nor  a  cold  coke  oven  in  the  whole 
West  Virginia  region. 

In  the  Kanawha  valley,  the  river  miners  are  all  working  again,  getting  out 
coal  to  fill  the  barges  and  boats  that  were  brought  back  from  the  lower  river 
markets  on  the  last  rise.  The  rad  mines  are  doing  moderately  well  al-o,  and 
western  shipments  by  way  of  the  Kanawha  and  Michigan  Railroad  are  above 
the  average.  In  t  e  New  River  valley  there  is  good  trade,  in  both  coal  and 
coke,  but  It  is  not  urgent. 

PITTSBURG,  PA. 

November  10,  1898. 

The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  lake  navigation  has  made  more  activity 
among  the  mines  in  the  railroad  district.  During  the  past  week  mining  oper¬ 
ations  there  have  been  pushed  with  more  vim  and  a  considerable  amount  of 
coal  was  put  out.  A  rise  in  the  Ohio  sent  down  something  like  2000,000 
bushels  to  the  lower  markets.  There  are  some  large  stocks  at  the  upper  lake 
ports,  and  Pittsburg  shippers  did  fairly  well  this  season  in  the  matter  of  aggre¬ 
gate  tonnage.  On  the  Monongahela  river  little  change  has  occurred  since  last 
report.  Quite  a  number  of  mines  in  the  second  and  third  pools  are  idle  on 
account  ot  the  fight  for  the  differential.  Prices  remain  as  they  were,  but  it  is 
stated  that  they  are  held  closer  to  quotations  than  they  have  for  some  time 
past.  River  coal  on  wharf  is  s’ ill  quoted  at  31^0.  per  bushel  for  lump,  run  of 
mine  2j4c.,  and  slack  2Xc.  Railroad  coal  is  82c.  per  ton  at  mine,  .Si  07  f.  o.  b. 

Piitsburg.  ,  .  •  j  ,  ■  • 

It  is  rumored  this  week  that  one  of  the  oldest  coal  mining  and  shipping 
companies  on  the  Monongahela  river  is  preparing  to  liquidate  and  go  out  of 
business.  The  officials  of  this  company  sav  that  it  has  not  made  a  cent  of 
profit  out  of  the  coal  shipped  for  the  past  two  years,  and  that  the  business  is 
now  gone.  A  gentleman  who  thoroughly  understands  the  trade,  in  a  talk  on 
the  situation,  said  that  the  river  shippers  do  not  fully  u  iderstand  their  advan¬ 
tages.  He  holds  that  Monongahela  coal  can  be  exported,  and  that  a  little  ef¬ 
fort  in  that  direction  would  develop  a  good  trade.  According  to  his  argument 
river  coal  can  be  placed  in  New  Orleans  cheaper  than  railroad  coal  can  be 
shipped  to  the  lakes.  “But,”  said  he,  “the  Monongahela  coal  producers  have 
for  several  years  past  relied  mainlv  on  the  company  stores  for  the  little  money 
they  have  made.  They  are  now  pushed  aside  by  the  West  Virginia  and  Ala¬ 
bama  product  and  they  are  making  no  eff  irt  to  open  up  new  markets.” 

The  improvements  now  being  made  by  the  national  Government  in  the 
Allegheny  river,  within  a  few  miles  of  Pittsburg,  will,  before  a  great  while, 
la'gely  increase  the  coal  product.  There  are  several  thousands  of  acres  of 
good  gas  coal  between  the  two  first  dams  above  Pittsburg,  now  being  built  by 
the  Government,  which  will  be  opened  to  water  transit  when  the  river  im¬ 
provements  are  completed.  This  may  add  to  the  difficulties  now  surrounding 
the  Monongahela  shippers. 

The  car  shortage  is  still  worrying  the  Pittsburg  railroad  coal  shippers. 
Now  that  the  rush  to  get  coal  to  the  lakes  is  so  great,  the  car  supply  is  a  big 
factor  in  the  situation. 

Efforts  are  still  being  made  to  get  the  Pittsburg  lake  coal  shippers  organ¬ 
ized.  It  seems  like  a  forlorn  hope,  as  the  producers  are  hard  pushed  by  the 
exigencies  of  trade,  and  are  fully  employed  with  the  present. 

The  demand  for  export  coke  is  greater  with  the  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  & 
Railway  Company  around  Birmingham.  Ala.,  than  it  has  ever  been  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  company.  The  company  is  absolutely  unable  to  meet  the  demands 
for' coke  and  the  scarcity  of  freight  cars  adds  to  the  temporary  emOarrass- 
ment. 


The  Black  Diamond. 


[November  12 


r)4f) 


H()STO>,  MASS. 


November  q,  i8g8. 


Business  from  first  hands  continues  quiet,  in  anthracite  coal.  Buyers  are 
still  holding  off  and  sellers  are  looking  for  an  improved  demand  atany  time.  The 
weather  continues  against  the  market,  and  a  good  cold  spell  would  be  welcomed. 
F reights  continue  strong,  and  few  vessels  are  reported  offered.  The  rate  from 
Philadelphia  is  quoted  at  8o@85c,with  Baltimore  at  go@95c:  Norfolk  and  New¬ 
port  News  at85@90C,  and  New  York  at  6o@65c.  Quotations  for  stove  f.  o.  b., 
are  S3.75@3.85  at  New  York,  with  egg  and  chestnut  at  $3.50@3.6o,  and  broken 
at  S3.25@3.35.  Lykens  X'alley  stove  is  quoted  at  $5.10. 

The  retail  demand  is  only  fair,  prices  unchanged.  Stove  delivered  is 
selling  at  $5;  egg  and  nut  at  ^4.75;  furnace,  $4.50;  pea,  $3.50;  Franklin, 
$6.50;  Cumberland,  $3. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  quiet  with  prices  fairly  steady.  Prices  are 
(juoted:  Georges  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Philadelphia,  81.75;  Clearfield,  81.25 
@1.35;  Pocahontas  and  New  River,  f.  o.  b.Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  8i-75; 
Georges  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Baltimore,  81.65. 

Pocket  prices  at  Mystic  wharf,  Salem,  and  Newburyport  for  anthracite 
coal  are  nominally  as  follows: 


Bkn.  Egg.  Stove.  Cht. 

Hard  white  ash .  $4  60  84  85  $5  00  84  75 

Free  white  ash .  4  50  4  75  5  00  4  75 

Shamokin .  c  oo  5  25  4  85 

Lykens  Valley .  6  to  6  25  _ 


The  receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  in  this  port  the  past  week 
and  since  January  1,  compared  with  last  year,  have  been; 


Anthracite . 

Bituminous . . . . 

Receipts  of  Provincial  coal  at  this 


1898.  1897. 

Week.  Year  Week.  Year. 

59.754  1.554.347  36,034  1,672,716 

34,677  1,487,609  45,002  1,300,040 

port  since  Jan.  i  foot  tip  11,958  tons. 


( ONNELLSVILLE,  PA. 

November  8,  1898. 

The  Courier  says:  “The  demand  for  coke  seems  to  be  growing  brisker, 
the  Connellsville  region  also  seems  to  be  scooping  all  the  new  contracts! 
There  is  a  possibility  that  this  is  caused  by  a  flurry  oh  the  part  of  iron  manu¬ 
facturers  to  stock  up  before  the  dawn  of  higher  rates.  The  H.  C.  Frick  Coke 
Co.  last  week  fired  up  40  ovens  at  Summit,  60  at  United  No.  3,  12  at  Calumet, 
20  at  Standard,  and  all  the  remaining  idle  ovens  at  Lemont  No.  2  and  White’ 
and  all  at  Davidson  except  30,  making  300  in  at  this  plant.  Thfe  Hostetter-Con- 
nellsville  Coke  Co.  fired  14  ovens  at  Hostetter  and  14  at  Whitney.  Cars  were 
very  scarce  in  some  directions,  but  shipments  aggregated  9,042  cars,  the  largest 
weekly  output  of  any  week  in  the  year.  This  is  an  increase  of  347  cars  ” 
From  another  source  it  is  learned  that  coke  shipments  from  the  Connellsvilie 
district  are  now  the  heaviest  in  the  history  of  the  country.  The  movement 
might  be  heavier  but  for  the  scarcity  of  cars  felt  alike  by  all  the  roads  that 
haul  from  the  coke  region,  the  Pennsylvania,  Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  Pittsburg 
&  Lake  Erie.  ° 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption,  are  as  follows: 


To  Pittsburg . $0.55 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley . 1.10 

To  Cleveland,  O . 1.40 

To  Buffalo.  N.Y . 1.75 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 2.10 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 1.75 

To  Toledo,  O . 2.05 

To  Columbus,  O . 1.45 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . 2.25 

To  Louisville,  Ky . 2.75 

To  Chicago,  Ill . 2.25 


To  St.  Louis,  Mo .  $2  90 

To  East  St.  Louis . 2.25 

To  Cairo,  Ill .  3  80 

To  Peoria,  111 .  o  25 

To  Baltimore . !!”!l]95 

To  Boston . !. . . !  i  s  50 

To  Montreal,  Can . '.'.3.91% 

To  New  York .  2  94 

To  Philadelphia . .  ..2]l5 


DETROIT,  MICH. 

November  io,  1898. 

Since  last  report  the  market  in  Detroit  has  been  in  excellent  shape  am 
prices  well  maintained.  The  scarcity  of  chestnut  coal  has  enabled  those  hav 
ing  ihu  size  10  command  a  premium  for  it,  and  since  November  i  the  net 
schedule  of  8J.25  gros.  ton  at  Buffalo  has  been  obtain  d  on  new  business.  O 
course  it  takes  time  to  work  off  the  coal  ordered  prior  to  Novt  mber  i,'  bu 
with  scarcity  of  cars  and  ceilain  sizes  of  anthrtici  e  coal,  good  prices  can  b 
gotten  all  around. 

Bituminous  coal  trade;  shows  a  betterment  since  the  advent  of  coh 
weather  this  week,  but  all  kinds  of  prices  are  being  quoted,  there  being  no  se 
price  for  any  one  kind  of  coal.  This  makes  it  bad  for  even  the  consumer  fo 
he  never  knows  when  he  is  getting  the  best  price  going. 

Inasmuch  as  stocks  of  both  hard  and  solt  coal  are  very  light  in  yards  o 
dealers  here  and  throughout  the  state,  this  cool  weather  will  no  doubt  brini 
many  orders.  Retail  prices  of  hard  coal  in  Detroit  have  been  well  maintainec 
all  season,  and  will  be  from  now  on,  as  all  have  about  all  the  orders  they  cai 
take  care  of.  Wholesale  prices  now,  are  grate,  84.46,  and  egg,  stove  am 
chestnut,  84.69,  and  retail  prices  are  S5.50  and  85.75. 


In  regard  to  the  recent  reports  that  England  had  made  large  purchases 
of  American  coal  for  immediate  delivery  to  her  West  India  naval  stations 
and  that  ship  brokers  were  looking  for  ships  to  transport  it  from  Philadelphia 
and  Newport  News,  careful  inquiry  by  our  correspondent  in  Philadelphia 
failed  to  pnfirm  them.  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Philadelphia,  miners  and 
shippers  of  Pocahontas  coal  whose  shipping  point  is  Norfolk,  stated  that  their 
London  agents, ^  who  have  contracts  with  the  British  Admiralty,  had  given 
them  no  intimation  of  any  urgent  demand  for  the  naval  stations,  and  that  they 
had  received  no  request  to  make  proposals  to  supply  coal.  Nothing,  they 
said,  but  an  urgent  necessity  would  have  compelled  purchases  at  this' time, 
when  all  the  available  tonnage  is  required  to  move  the  grain  now  being 
shipped  to  foreign  ports.  Coal  shipped  now  would  have  to  pay  the  equivalent 
of  gram  rates.  Had  any  such  order  been  on  the  rqarket  they  believe  they 
would  have  known  of  it.  /  -  -  ^  j 


« 

(IMINNATI,  OHIO. 

November  io,  1898. 

I  nfavorable  weather  during  the  past  week  has  kept  the  coal  business 
down  to  a  minimum  here.  The  thermometer  has  been  as  high  as  76,  and  any 
coal  man  knows  what  that  means.  Prices  are  unchanged,  and  the  market  is 
quite  strong  considering  the  large  amount  of  coal  that  was  recently  added  to 
the  stock  on  hand  wholesale,  and  the  natural  tendency  to  cut  prices  under 
such  conditions.  Pittsburg  coal  afloat  in  the  river  is  worth  cents  a  bushel 
in  barges,  and  Kanawha  coal  is  worth  4  to  5  cents.  Nut  and  slack  are  plenti¬ 
ful,  and  the  demand  light,  consequently  prices  are  lower,  and  the  best  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  Kanawha  can  now  be  bought  for  3J4:  cents  a  bushel  afloat.  The  re¬ 
tail  price  of  coal  is  still  82.25  a  ton  delivered,  and  a  strenuous  effort  is  being 
made  to  mantain  that  price.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  if  it  can  be  done  much 
longer.  There  is  another  rise  in  the  rivers,  and  still  more  coal  will  be  added 
to  the  stock  here  within  the  next  few  days.  It  is  said  that  about  2,000,000  will 
come  from  Pittsburg,  and  about  750.000  to  i, 000,000  bushels  will  be  brought 
down  from  the  Kanawha.  Cincinnati  will  get  about  two-thirds  of  the  entire  ship¬ 
ment  both  from  Pittsburg  and  the  Kanawha.  Rail  dealers  report  trade  com¬ 
paratively  good,  and  prices  unchanged.  Rail  coal  is  worth  $1.65  to  8i.75  a 
ton  on  tracks  here,  and  it  is  retailed  at  the  same  price  as  other  coals.  Pitts¬ 
burg  coal  loaded  on  cars  here  is  quoted  at  the  same  price  as  all  rail  Kanawha 
Anthraci.e  is  firm  at  85-75  $6.00  a  ton  delivered  to  the  consumer. 


{Market  Review  continued  from  page  ^72.) 

harbor  which  also  is  good.  Coal  for  export  shows  a  steady  in¬ 
quiry.  Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  up  to  the  mark.  Car 
supply  is  short. 

Buffalo  advices  are  that  there  is  a  good  demand  for  anthracite 
and  bituminous  coal  and  some  difficulty  in  supplying  it  owing  to 
the  scarcity  of  cars;  in  this  regard  the  situation  is  worse  than  last 
week.  .Shipments  of  coal  westward  by  lake  for  the  week  ending 
November  5  aggregated  75,045  tons  distributed  as  follows: 
Chicago,  35,5 1 5  tons,  Milwaukee,  15,150  tons,  Duluth,  4,600  tons, 
Superior,  7,800  tons,  Toledo,  4,290  tons.  Portage,  3,100  tons,  Glad¬ 
stone,  3,600  tons,  P'ort  William,  750  tons,  and  Port  Colborne,  240 
tons.  Freight  rates  dropped  to  40  cents  early  in  the  week  and 
are  now  quoted  at  30  cents  with  no  strength.* 

Our  Philadelphia  correspondent  reports  a  seasonable  amount  of 
anthracite  moving  with  a  general  tendency  of  the  trade  to  greater 
activity  as  coal  stocks  at  nearly  all  points  are  light.  The 
sales  agents  are  making  no  special  concessions  to  move  coal  and 
are  refusing  orders  for  extended  deliveries  at  current  prices.  Pea 
coal  is  firmer  on  account  of  the  shortage  of  cars,  and  not  from  any 
scarcity  of  coal.  The  soft  coal  market  is  badly  demoralized 
and  all  operators  are  completely  tired  of  the  low  prices  so 
prevalent.  Shipments  to  the  far  Plast  are  well  maintained  and  ex¬ 
port  trade  shows  considerable  improvement. 

West  Virginia  advices  are  that  all  along  the  line  the  features 
are  encouraging  in  the  output,  shipments  and  demand  for  coal. 
The  Fairmont  region  is  not  shipping  as  much  coal  to  the  West 
as  it  did  a  few  weeks  ago  but  the  increased  demand  from  the 
East  more  than  offsets  the  difference.  On  the  West  Virginia 
Central  the  mines  and  coke  ovens  are  all  running  full  and  ship¬ 
ments  are  heavy.  Along  the  Norforiv  &  Western  road  the  mines 
are  all  working  full  time  and  employing  all  the  men  obtainable. 
In  the  Kanawha  Valley  the  river  mines  are  all  working,  getting 
ready  for  the  next  rise.  The  rail  mines  are  also  doing  fairly  well. 
Good  trade  in  coal  and  coke  is  characteristic  of  the  New  River 
region. 

( )jr  Cincinnati  correspondent  reports  that  considering  the 
large  amount  of  coal  on  the  river  and  at  elevators,  the  market 
holds  its  own  remarkably  well.  The  present  rise  in  the  river  at 
Pittsburg  and  West  Virginia  will  bring  about  3,000,000  bushels  of 
coal  down,  of  which  Cincinnati  will  get  two-thirds.  Nut  and 
slack  are  plentiful  demand  light  and  prices  are  lower. 

Pittsburg  advices  are  that  the  approaching  close  of  navi¬ 
gation  has  caused  greater  activity  in  the  railroad  district  and  a 
large  amount  of  coal  is  being  mined  and  shipped  to  Erie 
ports.  Some  2,000,000  bushels  of  coal  were  sent  down  the  river 
this  week.  Quite  a  number  of  mines  in  the  second  and  third 
pools  on  the  Monongahela  are  still  out  on  strike  for  the  differen¬ 
tial.  Prices  are  being  held  a  little  more  closely  to  circular.  The 
car  shortage  is  an  important  factor  just  at  present  when  the  rush 
of  coal  lakewards  is  so  great. 

Our  St.  Louis  correspondent  reports  marked  signs  of  weak¬ 
ness,  both  in  demand  and  price  of  coal,  and  as  dealers  during  the 
recent  cold  weather  had  stocked  up  rather  freely,  business  at 
wholesale  is  dull.  The  car  service  on  some  of  the  Illinois  roads 
.supplying  this  market  has  improved  somewhat.  Anthracite  coal 
is  unchanged  in  price  and  demand  less  urgent. 
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ON  THE  WING.  | 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Company  announces  a  dividend  of  2  per 


Disobedience  of  positive  orders  by  the  engineer  at  the  Exeter  colliery  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  at  West  Pittston,  Pa.,  was  the  cause  of  seven 
miners  being  killed  and  three  fatally  injured  November  5.  Three  loaded  cars 
of  coal  weighing  eleven  tons  were  pushed  down  the  360  foot  shaft  and  crashed 
upon  a  pit  car  carrying  ten  men. 


cent. 

**  * 

The  Brooks  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Chicago,  has  certified  to  a  change  of  name 
to  the  Globe  Coal  Co. 

*** 

Colored  miners  from  West  Virginia  are  now  working  in  the  Verne  Coal 

Co’s  mines,  near  Saganaw,  Mich. 

*** 

A  meeting  of  the  presidents  of  the  soft  coal  railroads  supplying  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  seabuard  will  be  held  at  New  York  on  Tuesday,  November  22d. 

*** 

Messrs.  A.  E.  Young  and  Haitly,  the  new  proprietors  of  the  Lyford  mines 
at  Clinton,  Ind.,  have  cleaned  up  and  they  are  now  in  operation.  The  firm 
name  is  the  Wabash  Valley  Coal  and  Mining  Co. 

The  attention  of  the  coal  and  lumber  trade  is  called  to  the  illustrated  article 
“The  Multigraph"  on  another  page,  which  is  manufactured  by  the  United 
Autographic  Register  Co.,  186  Monroe  street,  Chicago. 

The  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company  give  notice  that 
prices  on  their  line  and  city  trade  for  shipment  during  November,  i8q8,  will  be 
the  same  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  breaker  as  were  in  effect  on  October  shipment. 

*** 

After  a  brief  illness,  Lizzie  Graham  Hammond,  wife  of  Ray  B.  Hammond, 
died  on  Wednesday  morning,  November  9,  aged  27  years.  The  funeral  oc¬ 
curred  from  her  late  residence,  6139  Michigan  avenue,  on  Friday,  No¬ 
vember  nth. 

*  * 

The  Merchants  Coal  Co.  of  Baltimore,  took  a  party  of  ten  by  private  car 
to  visit  their  mines  in  the  George’s  Creek  region  last  week.  These  mines  have 
been  fitted  up  recently  with  electricity  which  no  doubt  proved  to  be  of  consid¬ 
erable  interest  to  the  party. 

*  * 

A  coal  mine  in  Indiana,  favorably  situated,  well  equipped  and  m  opera¬ 
tion,  is  offered  at  a  low  price,  as  the  present  proprietor  is  retiring  from  busi¬ 
ness.  The  output  is  large  and  can  be  increased  almost  indefinitely  and  it  is 
well  known  in  the  Chicago  market. 

* 

*  * 

The  freight  on  coke  from  Chicago  and  Chicago  rate  points  to  Superior, 
Neb.,  has  advanced  to  g+.io  per  ton  in  effect  November  to,  1898,  over  the  Chi¬ 
cago  &  Northwestern,  Fremont,  Elkhorn  tk  Missouri  Valley,  and  Chicago,  St. 
Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Omaha  railroads. 

¥r 

The  Keller  Coal  Co.,  Clinton,  Ind.,  now  has  its  new  mine  at  the  Klondike 
in  full  operation  and  everything  appears  to  work  smoothly.  The  mine  is 
now  hoisting  18  cars  of  coal  daily,  and  Supt.  Anderson  states  that  before  very 

long  he  will  be  shipping  twice  or  three  times  that  cjuantity. 

* 

*  * 

The  Peach  Orchard  Coal  Co.,  Peach  Orchard,  Ky.,  is  advertising  for 
miners.  The  company  says  it  “wants  men  with  families;  good,  practical 
miners;  sober  and  industrious;  we  pay  50  cents  per  ton;  all  pick  work.  Will 
advance  fare  from  Cailettsburg  here,  and  advance  tools  if  they  have  none.” 

* 

*  * 

A  dispatch  from  Buffalo  says:  “Coal  rates  drojiped  to  30  cents  this  week, 
and  several  charters  being  made  at  that  figure.  Coal  is  scarce  and  about  all 
the  cargoes  offered  were  taken.  It  is  not  believed  thit  a  further  break  will  be 
forced  and  that  if  the  shipments  should  increase  the  rate  would  go  back  to  50 
cents.” 

The  Zanesville  Coal  Co.,  Zanesville,  Ohio,  write  that  they  have  contracted 
for  the  entire  output  of  the  block  mine  coal  produced  by  Tague  &  Bennett, 
McLenny,  Ohio.  The  company  says:  “This  is  an  elegant  grade  of  coal  for 
domestic  use,  and  will  compare  favorably  with  the  best  produced  in  the  Hock¬ 
ing  Valley.”  ^ 

*  * 

Mr.  John  F.  O’Dea,  for  many  years  a  coal  dealer  in  Dubucpie,  Iowa,  died 
at  his  home  313  West  Third  street.  The  deceased  was  a  native  of  County 
Limerick,  Ireland,  and  was  46  years  old.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow  and 
seven  children.  He  was  much  respected  by  all  who  knew  him  and  had  been 
a  resident  of  Dubuque  since  1869. 

*** 

The  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company’s  gravity  road  and  canal  from 
Carbondale  to  Rondout  will  be  abandoned  January  i,  1899.  The  company’s 
coil  will  be  shipped  to  the  Plastcrn  markets  over  the  ICrie  railroad.  The 
canal  and  gravity  road  have  been  in  operation  seventy  years.  The  canal  and 
load  is  said  to  have  something  like  $15,000,000. 


Mr.  James  C.  Sinclair  was  united  in  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Augusta 
daughter  of  Mr.  Fraser,  of  Balloch,  Culloden,  at  Inverness,  Scotland,  Novem 
ber  10,  1898.  Mr.  Sinclair  is  vice-president  of  the  Thacker  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Kenova,  W.  \'a.  Hearty  congratulations  are  extended  to  the  bride  ami 
groom  by  The  Black  Diamond. 

The  United  States  Navy  is  asking  for  bids  on  100,000  tons  of  bituminous 
coal  for  use  on  the  transports  of  the  quartermasters’  department  during  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1899.  Bids  will  be  opened  at  the 
Army  Building,  Whitehall  street.  New  York,  on  November  21.  This  depart¬ 
ment  also  asks  for  bids  on  lOO  tons  of  anthracite  coal. 

Jk  ^ 

Our  New  York  representative  states  that  he  learns  on  good  authority  that 
there  is  to  be  a  meeting  in  that  city,  November  22,  of  the  presidents  of  the  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal  transportation  companies  looking  to  a  betterment  of  the  pre¬ 
vailing  through  freight  rates  on  the  product  from  mines  to  tide  water.  The 
time  is  opportune  for  such  a  conference  and  beneficial  results  should  follow. 

*** 

A  dispatch  from  Evansville,  Inl.,  states  that  the  Soathern  Indiana  R.  R. 
is'looking  to  a  western  as  well  as  an  eastern  extension,  and  next  year  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  trains  will  be  running  from  Sullivan  on  the  west  to  Richmond  on  the 
east.  The  line  is  now  being  surveyed,  and  the  proposed  extension  will  take  in 
some  of  the  valuable  coal  fields  of  Sullivan  county,  making  the  county  seat  its 
western  terminus. 

* 

*  * 

A  dispatch  from  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  says:  The  judges  of  awards  at  the 
Transmississippi  exposition  at  O.iiahi,  Neb.,  gave  Wyoming  three  medals  for 
state  and  private  exhibits  at  the  exposition,  as  follows:  Union  Pacific  Coal 
company,  gold  medal  for  exhib't  of  Wyoming  coal;  Kemmerer  Coal  com¬ 
pany,  silver  m^dal  for  e<hibit  of  Wyoming  c  lal;  Kilpatrick  Bros,  &  Collins, 
silver  medal  for  exhibit  of  Wyoming  coal  and  coke. 

*** 

Mr.  Chas.  W.  Gilmore,  vice-president  of  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co., 
the  Rookery,  Chicago  is  presenting  to  his  friends  and  patrons  a  neat  cigar 
cutter  into  which  is  inserted  a  lead  pencil.  It  is  rubbjr-tipped,  below  which 
is  an  orifice  into  which  the  cigar  is  inserted  and  a  spear-pointed  knife  clips  off 
the  end.  The  device  will  fit  any  ordinary  pencil.  Write  for  one  and  see 

what  a  convenient  arrangement  it  is  for  the  vest  pocket. 

* 

*  * 

.Vccording  to  the  Pittsburg  Post:  “All  of  the  employes  of  the  Joseph  Wal¬ 
ton  Coal  company  at  West  Elizabeth  have  received  notice  that  their  services 
will  not  be  required  after  tomorrow.  The  company  employed  about  400 
miners.  The  suspension  includes  the  force  employed  in  the  Pittsburg  office. 
It  is  stated  that  the  firm  intends  going  out  of  the  business,  as  there  is  no  pro¬ 
fit  in  the  industry  at  the  lates  that  are  now  prevailing  for  mining  and  the  close 
competition  in  the  markets.” 

*** 

General  Manager  David  J,  Lloyd,  C.  E.,  M.  E.,  of  the  Black  Hills  Coal 
Co.,  Aladdin,  Crook  Co  , Wyo.,writes,“The  railroad  from  Belle  Fourche  is  mak¬ 
ing  progress  to  this  new  mining  town  slowly  but  surely.”  He  has  opened  a 
new  slope  which  will  tap  the  coal  at  a  distance  of  227  feet.  The  slope  was 
started  at  a  dip  of  g%.  will  be  6j4xi4  feet  wide  with  ample  track  and  will  pass 
through  the  center  of  the  coil  field  w'nich  is  over  5,000  acres  in  extent. 
Mr.  Lloyd  says  he  will  have  coal  on  the  dump  by  the  time  the  railroad  is  fin¬ 
ished. 

* 

*  * 

According  to  the  New  York  Investigator  officials  of  some  of  the  larger 
anthracite  coil  companies  siy  thit  they  are  mystified  over  the  Reading’s 
extraordinary  economies  in  its  coal  department  shown  in  the  September 
statement.  The  company  in  that  month  mined  within  35,000  tons  of  the 

amount  produced  in  the  simi  month  a  year  ago,  yet  it  shows  an  economy  in 

the  coal  department  of  $558,307,  or  eciuivalent  to  a  saving  of  70  cents  per  ton 
on  its  coal.  Usually  the  Reading’s  loss  is  in  the  coil  department  and  the 
profit,  if  any,  is  in  the  railroad  department. 

*** 

Western  lines  are  making  fresh  efforts  to  get  rid  of  the  private  car  lines. 
Within  the  last  few  days  the  Union  Pacific  has  retired  500  cars  of  C.  B.  Ha¬ 
vens  &  Co.,  and  will  use  its  own  cars  in  their  place.  These  cars  have  been 
sold  to  the  Kansas  City,  Pittsburg  Gulf.  Railway  men  say  that  the  use  of 
private  cars  depriyes  the  roads  of  a  large  amount  of  eirnings.  At  one  time 
when  the  roads  were  short  of  cars  the  private  lines  were  of  great  convenience 
but  now  that  the  roads  have  outgrown  this  condition  the  private  car  lines  have 
become  a  nuisance  and  lead  to  a  great  deal  of  rate  cutting. 
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The  Zenith  Publishing  Co.,  Duluth,  Minn,  has  brought  out  a  com¬ 
bined  Sales  and  Scale  book  for  the  coal  trade  which  greatly  simplifies  ac¬ 
counts  and  will  be  found  of  special  value  to  dealers.  It  prevents  mistakes, 
avoids  disputes,  i)repares  invoices  (or  receipts)  and  complete  record  of  sales 
without  rewriting,  detects  car  shortages,  classifies  and  shows  business  progress 
with  transactions  comparatively  arranged  for  ready  reference,  and  creates 
an  inexpensive  advertising  medium.  The  compiler  claims  it  reduces  ex¬ 
penses,  saves  time  and  increases  profits. 

*** 

The  Deadwood  Times  says;  The  Wyoming  and  Missouri  River  R.K., 
which  is  building  a  railroad  from  Belle  Fourche  to  the  Hay  Creek  coal  mines 
and  thence  to  Deadwood  is  officered  by  C.  A.  Spreckles,  president;  J.  C.  > Jhler, 
vice-president,  and  Geo.  M.  Nix,  manager  in  charge  of  operations  on  the  road. 
The  stock  of  the  Black  Hills  Coal  Co.,  of  which  B.  J.  Hoffaker  is  president,  is 
also  held  largely  by  the  officers  of  this  railroad.  The  coal  company  of  which 
D.  J.  Lloyd  is  general  manager  will  probably  build  coke  ovens  at  Belle 
P'ourche  in  the  near  future.  Small  test  ovens  are  to  be  erected  at  once. 

* 

*  * 

The  article  which  appeared  in  one  of  the  Boston  newspapers  a  week  or 
two  ago  to  the  effect  that  Pocahontas  coal  was  being  offered  for  next  year’s 
business  at  prices  of  $2.20  alongside  New  York  Harbor,  and  $1.50  and  $1.60 
f.  o.  b.  vessel  at  Norfolk,  we  find  to  be  entirely  unfounded.  We  thoroughly 
investigated  this  matter  for  the  benefit  of  the  trade  generally  and  find  that 
there  is  no  truth  in  this  report.  In  fact,  there  seems  rather  to  be  a  tendency 
towards  a  hardening  of  prices  for  the  coming  year’s  business  and  the  belief  is 
that  higher  grades  of  coal  will  obtain  better  figures  on  any  contracts  that  will 
run  over  into  1899. 

* 

*  * 

Franklin  P.  Kaercher,  secretary  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.,  died  on  Saturday,  November  5,  at  his  residence,  1519  North  19th 
street,  Philadelphia,  after  a  brief  illness,  of  acute  gastritis.  The  deceased  was 
50  years  old,  and  was  born  in  Pottsville,  1848,  and  had  been  closely  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  iron  and  steel,  banking  and  coal  business  of  the  state.  Since 
1871  he  has  been  connected  with  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.,  and  in  1880  was  appointed  secretary,  which  position  he  held  until 
his  decease.  In  1870  Mr.  Kaercher  married  Helen  R.,  daughter  of  Judge 
Bernard  Reilly,  Pottsville,  and  he  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  one  son. 

* 

*  * 

Last  week  the  employes  of  the  No.  5  mine  of  the  Crawford  Coal  Company, 
at  Center  Point  near  Brazil,  Ind.,  came  upon  a  curious  deposit  just  above  the 
coal  at  a  depth  of  about  one  hundred  feet,  and  a  number  of  specimens  were 
secured.  Compressed  into  a  thin  strata  of  slate  between  the  coal  and  the 
sandstone  was  a  beautiful  floral  design,  of  wonderful  correctness  and  in  per. 
feet  proportion.  The  design  is  similiar  to  that  seen  in  tile  flooring.  In  the 
sandstone  near  the  place  where  this  was  found  were  perfect  impressions  of 
ferns  and  mosses,  while  one  specimen  secured  looked  like  a  petrified  snake. 
Other  impressions  of  tropical  plants,  ferns  and  palms  of  immense  size  were 
found. 

*  Ji: 

At  a  test  made  at  the  pumping  station  of  the  LaCrosse,  Wisconsin 
water  works,  which  lasted  eight  days  and  in  which  two  qualities  of 
slabs  and  three  grades  of  coal  were  used,  one  of  which  was  Pocahontas,  a 
West  Virginia  coal,  the  result  showed  a  saving  in  favor  of  the  latter  of  $8.67 
per  day  or  $3,000  a  year,  and  secured  the  contract.  This  contract  is  of  interest 
to  the  trade  as  it  is  the  first  ever  made  for  steam  coal  in  La  Crosse,  wood  hav¬ 
ing  heretofore  occupied  the  field.  Messrs.  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt  are  evi¬ 
dently  not  satisfied  with  the  supremacy  of  Pocahontas  among  ccal  consumers, 
but  are  now  bent  upon  increasing  their  present  targe  tonnage  by  displacing 
fuels  of  every  nature. 

Consul-General  Seegar,  at  Rio  Janiero,  Brazil,  says  in  a  recent  report  to 
Washington,  D.  C.:  “I  see  in  the  Diario  Official  of  August  q,  that  a  contract 
for  the  supply  of  10,000  tons  of  coal  has  just  been  awarded  to  the  Brazilian 
Coal  Company,  Limited,  at  the  price  of  $7.41  per  ton  free  in  port  of  Rio. 
Prospective  bidders  ought  not  fail  to  send  adequate  samples  and  a  chemical 
analysis  duly  certified  before  a  Brazilian  consul.  There  can  also  be  sold  from 
1,000  to  2,000  tons  of  coal  every  month  by  our  dealers  to  various  large  con- 
suniers  in  Rio,  if  proper  (juality  is  furnished.  I  have  been  told  that  most  of 
the  American  coal  heretofore  shipped  here  could  not  be  used  in  the  factories 
or  by  the  railroads  without  a  change  in  the  grates  used  in  common,  and  that 
this  was  one  of  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  American  dealers.  While  I  am  not 
prepared  to  judge  the  merits  of  this  assertion,  I  believe  the  Brazilian  coal 
market  well  worth  the  intelligent  and  energetic  efforts  on  the  part  of  our 
dealers.” 

It  is  reported  that  the  fire  in  the  coal  mine  owned  by  the  Whitebreast 
Fuel  company,  in  Keb,  just  out  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  which  has  been  raging  for 
twelve  days,  is  still  burning  and  attempts  to  extinguish  it  are  to  be  abandoned 
on  account  of  the  danger  to  the  men. 


NOVEMBER  LETTER  OF  THE  ANTHRACITE  COAL  ASSOCIATION. 

^  The  November  letter  of  the  Anthracite  Coal  Operators’  Association  says: 

J.  he  close  of  October  has  not  shown  the  anthracite  market  in  a  much  more 
satistactory  condition  than  it  was  at  the  close  of  September,  both  as  regards 
demand  and  prices,  although  the  recent  storms  and  cold  weather  in  the  West 
have  made  the  demand  better  in  various  localities  there,  and  a  brisk  move- 
^  noticed  in  New  England  ports.  At  tidewater,  prices  are 

still  being  cut,  although  their  has  been  talk  of  an  advance  in  the  circular 
rates  which,  however,  has  not  yet  been  confirmed.  It  is  apparent,  from  the 
number  ot  orders  that  dealers  report  having  received  during  the  last  month 
trom  customers  who  usually  lay  in  their  next  winter’s  supply  during  the 
spring  and  early  summer  months,  that  buyers  have  learned  that  it  is  to  their 
advantage  to  hold  off  until  fall  and  secure  the  low  rates  which  their  experience 
ot  previous  years  has  shown  are  likely  to  be  in  force.  Any  improvement  which 
may  be  expected  must  come  from  a  prolonged  spell  of  cold  weather.  This 
would  force  buying  for  consumption,  and  as  the  stocks  in  dealers’ hands  are 
very  low,  would  probably  cause  a  rush  for  immediate  delivery,  which  the  rail¬ 
roads  would  find  very  hard  to  meet,  in  view  of  the  present  shortage  in  cars. 
Frices  would  then  undoubtedly  advance,  but  whether  there  will  be  any  decided 
imorovement  before  the  first  of  January  will  depend  upon  the  tonnage  in 
November  and  December,  and  it  will  need  the  most  radical  restriction  in 
shipments  to  effect  it.  The  tonnage  for  October  is  estimated  to  be  about  the 
same  as  that  of  last  year  for  the  corresponding  month,  possibly  more.  No 
amount  has  been  fixed  upon  for  November,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  usual 
output  for  this  time  of  year  will  be  produced.” 


CRITERION  OF  BUSINESS— Bid  DEMAND  FOR  PENCILS. 

r- .  During  the  past  summer  the  Joseph  D  xon  Crucible  Company  of  Jersey 
t-ity,  N.  J.,  have  added  an  extension  to  their  pencil  factorv,  40  by  90  feet,  three 
stories  high.  The  same  is  driven  by  electric  power  from  generator  placed  in 
the  main  factory  No  expense  has  been  spared  in  the  equipment  of  this  addi¬ 
tion  in  the  way  of  up-to-dite  elevators,  furnaces.  dry-rooms,  etc.  The  com¬ 
pany  will  also  put  down  an  artesian  well,  several  hundred  feet  in  depth,  for  a 
supply  of  water  for  factory  use,  and  sometime  during  1899  various  other 
addihons  will  be  built  to  the  Dixon  Company’s  very  extensive  plant. 

The  Dixon  Company  was  e-tiblished  in  1827,  but  during  all  of  its  more 

o  £  y^ur  has  in  any  wav  equaled 

logo  tor  volume  of  business;  its  plant  has  been  running  continuously,  yet  the 
company  is  behind  its  orders  in  all  departments. 

As  the  Dixon  Company’s  products  go  into  every  known  field  of  industry: 
the  iron  workers,  the  brass  workers,  the  printing  trades,  the  stationers,  the 
cycle  manufacturers,  the  hat  manufacturers,  the  paper  mills,  etc.,  the  rise  or 
tall  ot  the  volume  of  business  done  by  the  Dixon  Company  maybe  taken  as  a 
very  excellent  standard  or  pointer  on  the  condition  of  business  generally. 


HOOD  COAL  FOUND  ON  THE  YUKON  RIVER,  ALASKA. 

A  correspondent  at  Dawson  City,  Alaska,  writes  interestinglv  “The  re¬ 
ported  discovery  of  a  large  deposit  of  excellent  coal  by  the  Alaska  Commer¬ 
cial  Company  in  American  territory,  about  100  miles  below  Forty-mile  river 
IS  a  matter  of  the  greatest  interest  to  the  Yukon  country.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  enlarge  upon  the  value  of  a  good  fuel  supply  in  such  a  country  as  this  The 
transportation  companies  have  been  greatlv  embarrassed  by  the  poor  quality 
of  fuel  that  they  have  been  compelled  to  use,  and  they  have  further  been  con¬ 
fronted  with  the  fact  of  a  decreasing  supply  of  wood.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  a 
good  vein  of  coal,  accessible  and  easily  worked,  would  be  not  only  a  bonanza 
for  the  owners  but  a  blessing  to  the  country. 

"The  vein  said  to  have  been  discovered  is  reported  to  be  but  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  one  of  the  steamboat  landings  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
It  IS  alleged  to  be  over  six  feet  thick,  showing  croppings  for  300  feet  on  the 
hillside.  A  trial  is  said  to  have  proved  it  to  be  free  from  sulphur  and  of  first- 
class  quality.  It  was  used  by  the  steamer  Hannah  on  her  last  trip  Title  to 
the  coal  lands  has  been  secured  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  and  a 
prospecting  tunnel  has  been  run  in  forty-five  feet.  It  is  predicted  that  with 
good  fuel,  the  cost  of  river  transportation  will  be  largely  decreased.” 


AUSTRALIAN  COAL. 

The  coal  of  New  South  Wales  was  discovered  100  years  ago  by  a  ship- 
wrecked  sailor,  but  it  has  only  been  worked  on  a  commercial  basis  within  the 
last  fifty  years  or  so,  says  the  Nineteenth  Century.  The  carboniferous  strata 
of  Australia  are  said  to  extend  over  10,000,000  acres.  The  coal  measures  of 
New  South  Wales  cover  about  24,000  square  miles,  with  Sydney  in  the  center 
although  Newcastle  is  the  most  accessible  port  for  the  coal  fields  now  being 
worked.  In  quality  the  coal  of  New  South  Wales  is  reputedly  not  much  in- 
feriono  that  of  old  South  Wales  for  steam-raising  purposes,  and  not  at  all 
inferior  to  that  of  Northumberland.  Last  year  a  very  large  increase  took 
output,  which  was  raised  to  4.417.600  tons  from  3.910,000  tons  in 
1896.  About  three-fourths  of  the  whole  output  was  exported  to  the  Pacific 
states  of  America,  to  China,  the  eastern  archipelago,  the  Straits  Settlements 
the  Pacific  islands  and  further  India.  The  production  has  more  than  trebled* 
within  the  last  twenty  years  and  as  yet  is  onlv  a  fraction  of  what  it  is  destined 
to  become.  Before  Macaulay’s  New  Zealander  makes  its  appearance  on  Lon¬ 
don  bridge  the  Newcastle  at  the  antipodes  will  have  become  as  large  and 
prosperous  and  important  a  city  as  Newcastle  on  “Coaly  Tyne.” 

New  South  Wales  does  not  mononplize  the  coal  of  Australia.  That  of 
Queensland  is  of  enormous  value,  spread  over  an  area  of  some  14,000  square 
miles,  though  as  yet  the  output  does  not  exceed  500,000  tons  per  annum  For 
certain  markets  the  ports  of  Queensland  are  favorably  sffuated,  and  the  coal 
of  Queensland  is  destined  to  play  an  important  part  in  the  commercial  future 
of  the  Pacific  and  the  east.  Victoria  produces  a  little,  but  not  as  yet  sufficient 
for  her  own  requirements  and  she  has  to  draw  from  the  mother  colony.  New 
Zealand  has  very  extensive  supplies,  hardly  as  yet  tapped,  of  verv  excellent 
coal.  Indeed,  the  colonists  are  never  tired  of  reminding  us  that  'it  was  with 
New  Zealand  coal  that  the  Calliope  waged  her  succes-ful  battle  with  the 
cyclone  at  Samoa;  and  New  Zealand  coal  is  regularly  used  by  steamers  in  the 
intercolonial  and  Pacific  trades.  In  Western  Australia  there  are  large  depos¬ 
its  which,  when  the  problem  of  transport  is  solved,  would  find  ready  markets 
in  the  eastern  archipelago. 
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ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 

Membership  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and 

Wisconsin . . 

New  Members:-- 

MITCHELL.  SPALDING  &  CO..  WHEATON.  BR.\CKEN  &  WHEATON, 

CHICAGO.  WHEATON,  ILL. 

T.  C.  LOUCKS,  &  CO..  CHICAGO. 

,  380 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio.  579 

Membership  of  the  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Association  177 

Membership  of  the  Indiana  Coal  Association .  83 


MINE’S  DAMS. 


In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manifested  m  tne  severa 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  is  the 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  Is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 

Interest  them. 

There  will  be  an  open  meetin?  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Coal 
Dealers*  Association  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  in  the  club  room  of  the  Plank- 
inton  House,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  November  22,  i8g8. 

*** 

The  committee  would  be  pleased  to  have  every  coal  dealer  who  can  possi- 
ably  eet  away,  attend  this  meeting,  as  matters  of  great  interest,  (not  only  to 
he  retail  dealer,  but  also  to  the  shipper  and  wholesale  dealer),  will  come  up 
or  consideration.  Do  not  forget  the  time  and  date. 


THE  MULTIGRAPH. 


The  accompanying  illustration  represents  the  multigraph  for  bills  of  lad¬ 
ing,  shipping  receipts,  etc.,  and  it  is  manufactured  by  the  United  Autographic 
Register  Co.,  186  Monroe  street,  Chicago.  .  , 

The  ordinary  method  used  by  all  careful  shippers  is  to  write  three  bills  of 
lading,  one  of  which  is  retained  bv  the  transportation  company,  one  is  for¬ 
warded  to  the  customer  with  the  invoice,  and  the  third  is  retained  by  the  ship¬ 
per.  The  multigraph  saves  two-thirds  of  the  labor  connected  with  this  detail, 
and'  issues  three  copies  exactly  alike  at  one  writing.  The  fact  that  all  three 
copies  are  exactly  alike  prevents  the  errors  which  are  liable  to  happen  when 
each  copy  is  written  separately.  Shipments  have  frequently  been  forwarded 
to  the  wrong  direction  because  when  bills  are  prepareiL  the  one  retained  by 
the  transportation  company  was  erroneously  written.  The  use  of  the  multi- 
tigraph  makes  such  mistakes  an  impossibility.  The  writing  of  bills  of  lading 
is  a‘‘rush”iob,  which  usually  must  be  done  at  a  busy  and  mopportune  time. 
The  device  shown  saves  time  when  a  saving  is  most  desired.  It  is  simple, 

labor-saving,  economical  and  accurate  in  all  the  work  performed. 

The  United  Autographic  Register  Co.  also  manufactures  dupligraphs  es¬ 


pecially  adapted  for  the  retail  coal  trade,  though  their  usefulness  is  not  con- 
fined  to  any  particular  detail  of  business.  No  retail  coal  business,  whether 
large  or  small,  can  afford  to  be  without  one  of  these  registers.  It  is  adapted 
to  all  kinds  of  duplicating  work,  such  as  making  orders,  telegrams,  receipts, 
dray  tickets,  bills  of  lading,  etc.  Careful  and  systematic  coal  dealers  and 
lumbermen  prevent  the  omission  of  charges  and  disputes  over  accounts  by 
delivering  an  invoice  with  each  load,  and  by  requesting  the  customer  to  sign 
receipt  for  goods.  The  dupligraph  enables  them  to  write  the  printed  bills  and 
receipts  and  a  blank  third  copy  for  record  at  one  writing.  ^1  registers  and 
multigraphs  are  guaranteed  for  five  years,  and  should  any  difficulty  arise  the 
company  will  esteem  it  a  favor  by  reporting  same  at  once. 

Further  information,  catalogues,  etc.,  can  be  obtained  by  address  mg  any 
of  the  following  companies:  The  United  Autographic  Register  Co.,  186  Monroe 
street,  Chicago,  111.;  Autographic  Register  Co.,  343  Canal  street.  New  York 
City;  Hamilton  Autographic  Register  Co.,  Hamilton,  Ohio;  Western  Auto¬ 
graphic  Register  Co.,  108-109  Newspaper  Row,  St,  Raul,  Minn. 


Few  people  are  familiar  with  the  immense  amount  of  painstaking  work 
necessary  to  successfully  construct  a  mine  dam.  In  most  cases  it  is  a  hazard¬ 
ous  undertaking,  as  the  dams  are  generally  constructed  to  assist  in  extinguish- 
inff  mine  fires,  and  the  result  is  that  gas  has  to  be  contended  with,  says  the 
Wilkesbarre,  Pa ,  Record.  The  dams  recently  completed  in  the  Ravine  mine 
of  the  Newton  Coal  Co.  at  Pittston  afford  an  excellent  idea  of  the  nature  of 

the  work.  ^  ^  j  • 

It  will  be  remembered  that  about  five  weeks  ago  a  serious  fire  started  m 
this  mine,  which  for  a  week  or  more  defied  all  attempts  to  subdue  by  the  ordi¬ 
nary  methods.  Owing  to  the  number  of  openings  to  Nos,  8  and  10  mines  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  the  fire  could  not  be  smothered.  The  flooding  of 
the  bottom  vein,  above  which  was  the  Marcy  vein,  where  the  fire  occurred, 
was  then  tried  as  a  means  of  putting  out  the  flames.  It  was  a  stupendous  task 
and  required  two  weeks  of  the  hardest  kind  of  work,  but  the  labor  was  useless 
as  the  water  could  not  be  advanced  to  higher  portions  of  the  vein.  As  a  last 
resort  the  officials  decided  to  build  a  dam  in  the  Marcy  vein  to  dam  the  water  and 
thus  back  it  up  to  the  fire.  As  the  water  reached  the  fire  it  naturally  created 
an  immense  amount  of  gas,  which  was  forced  through  the  several  openings 
into  Nos.  8  and  10  mines  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  The  latter  company 
was  then  forced  to  take  immediate  action  to  keep  out  the  gas  being  forced 
into  their  workings.  As  the  openings  were  many  and  large,  there  was  no  way 

to  keep  out  the  gas  but  to  construct  a  number  of  solid  walls  of  masonry,  or 

dams.  Two  hundred  men  were  put  to  work  and  after  four  weeks  of  earnest 
toil  the  job  was  completed.  The  work  was  done  under  the  supervision  of 
Alexander  Bryden,  general  superintendent;  Adam  Harkness,  inside  superin¬ 
tendent ;  and  Alex  Thompson,  inside  foreman.  .  vr  o  1  j 

First  the  large  openings  between  the  Ravine  and  No.  8  were  closed. 
These  openings  were  eight  or  ten  feet  wide  and  they  were  closed  up  with  two 
sets  of  stone  walls  and  then  filled  in  between  with  culm.  The  next  work 
necessary  for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company  to  do  was  to  seal  the  opening 
in  No.  8  to  keep  the  water  and  gas  from  going  further.  In  order  to  do  this 
a  solid  wall  of  masonry,  termed  a  dam.  had  to  be  built  in  the  heading  and  m 
the  airway  at  both  ends  of  these  closed  up  ventilation  holes,  making  four  dams 
in  all.  In  between  these  dams  are  thus  sealed  up  about  ten  acres  of  No  8  s 
workings.  Each  dam  is  built  in  the  shape  of  a  half  mrcle,  with  the  outside 
curve  of  the  circle  pointing  towards  the  sealed  up  section.  This  was  done  to 
strengthen  the  dams,  as  the  more  pressure  from  the  outside  of  the  circle  the 
stronger  the  wall  becomes.  The  walls  are  dovetailed  into  tlm  sides,  roof  and 
bottom  of  the  heading  and  airways  about  eighteen  inches.  Each  wall  is  three 
feet  thick  There  are  double  rows  of  brick  on  each  side  of  the  wall  and  the  cen¬ 
ter,  between  the  brick,  is  filled  up  with  cement,  which,  when  hardened,  be¬ 
comes  as  solid  as  a  rock  through  which  nothing  can  permeate.  The  bricks 
used  are  the  best  of  hard  fire  brick  and  the  cement  is  the  celebrated  Portland. 
The  dams  are  about  ten  feet  high,  reaching  from  the  floor  of  the  heading  clear 
to  the  roof.  It  required  11,000  bricks  and  eighteen  barrels  of  cement  to  build 
each  of  the  four  dams  or  walls.  These  are  in  the  Marcy  vein.  d  j  a  v. 

Two  similarly  built  walls  eight  feet  high  were  constructed  m  the  Red  Ash 
vein  and  in  No.  10  mine  four  dams  were  built,  one  of  which  is  larger  than  the 

big  dam  in  No.  8.  ,  .  .  ,  1  t  i 

The  workmen  had  the  hardest  kind  of  a  30b,  as  they  could  only  work  by 
the  rays  of  safety  lamps,  which  are  very  dim,  owing  to  the  ps  working 
through  the  Ravine  continually.  Great  care  was  exercised  and  the  task  has 
been  finally  completed.  These  walls  are  built  to  remain  forever,  as  the  sec¬ 
tions  enclosed  or  sealed  up  are  worked  out. 

A  way  has  been  provided,  however,  to  visit  these  sealed  up  seepns,  it  it 
must  be.  Large  cast  iron  pipes,  large  enough  for  a  man  to  cravidprough, 
have  been  embedded  in  each  wall  and  the  ends  doubly  spied.  The  ptire 
job  is  a  fine  piece  of  work  and  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  officials,  for  1 
shows  that  they  are  exocrienced  mine  workers  of  the  highest  degree,  and  also 
unon  the  workmen,  who  proved  skilled  mechanics  and  who  completp  the 
enormous  task  without  injury  or  loss  of  life,  under  the  greatest  inconveniences. 
They  were  all  fully  prepared  at  all  times  to  quit  the  job  at  a  mornent  s  warning, 
if  the  black  damp  should  make  its  appearance,  and  flee  to  a  place  of  safety, 
and  the  company  keep  a  gang  of  alert  watchmen  on  guard  pntmually  to 
watch  the  approach  of  either  water  or  gas.  The  rpult  is  that  the  Pei^plva- 
nia  Coal  Company  is  able  to  resume  work  in  Nos.  8  pd  10  mines.  Ihe  ex¬ 
pense  has  been  enormous,  amounting  to  thousands  of  dol  ars. 

In  the  Marcy  vein  of  the  Ravine  the  water  has  reached  the  dam  and  is 
rapidly  backing  up  the  gangway  and  encroaching  below  the  fire.  The  om- 
ciMs  believe  that  they  will  have  the  flames  extinguished  in  the  course  of  a 
week.  _ _ _ 

AIK  l.OCOMOTIVES  IN  COAL  MINES. 

A  system  of  pneumatic  haulage  under  ground  was  introduced  in  one  of 
the  mines  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co  ,  at  Drifton  a  year  ago,  and  has  been  so  supess- 
ful  that  several  other  collieries  are  to  be  fitted  with  it.  The  firm  abanpned 
the  small  locomotives  for  hauling  c  lal  under  ground,  because  the  vapor  had  a 
tendency  to  loosen  the  “top”  or  roof  of  the  gangways  and  various  chambers 
throughout  the  mines.  It  also  rotted  the  pine  timprs  used  for  legs,  col¬ 
lars”  and  laggings,  and  caused  the  top  to  cave  in  frequently,  entailing  large 
losses.  Electricity  and  gas  were  abandoned  because  either  was  liable  to  ignite 
the  gas  in  the  underground  workings.  The  first  new  air  locomotive  wp  built 
a  little  over  a  year  ago.  and  is  the  invention  of  a  Philadelphia  man.  With  the 
exception  of  a  huge  boiler  or  tank,  the  construction  of  the  air  is  like  pe  steam 
locomotive,  and  it  is  propelled  in  the  same  manner.  The  air  tank  is  not  un¬ 
like  the  steam  boiler  of  an  engine,  and  is  carried  in  the  same  position  shut 
doing  away  with  a  tender.  On  account  of  its  pointed  head  it  is  better  able  to 
cut  its  wiy  through  the  heavy  air  of  a  mine,  attaining  a  high  rate  of  speed. 
The  air  is  suoplied  by  an  air  compressor  located  on  the  surface.  The  air  is 
pumped  through  two  five-inch  pipes  into  the  mine  at  a  pressure  of  800  pounds 
per  square  inch.  One  of  these  pipes  runs  to  the  bottom  of  the  slope  and  the 
other  to  the  end  of  the  underground  workings.  These  pipes  serve  p  a  reser¬ 
voir  for  the  air.  At  the  ends  of  the  lines  and  along  the  route  of  the  locomotive 
are  stations  where  the  air  tank  of  the  engine  can  be  refilled  vvhen  exhausted 
exhaustion  occurs  frequently,  and  without  the  station  pumps  the  engine  would 
be  useless. 
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OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interes 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


Levi  Wilcox  has  opened  a  coal  yard  at  South  h'airview,  Pa. 

:k 

J.  B.  Hester,  Carboiidale,  Ill.,  has  become  a  retail  coal  dealer. 

*  _ 

*  * 

Harry  K.  Davis  has  entered  the  coal  business  at  Woonsocket,  R.  1. 

* 

* 

Mr.  E.  W .  Hiner  has  decided  to  enter  the  coal  business  ^t  Lima,  Ohio. 

♦  * 

M.  h.  Dillon,  Normal,  111.,  has  sold  out  his  coal  business  to  C.  D.  McNeil. 


* 

*  * 


Onderdonk  &  Pye  have  opened  a  coal  office  at  3  South  Broadwav,  Nyack, 

N.  Y. 


* 

*  * 


Sedgwick  Bros,  continue  the  business  of  the  Empire  Milling:  Co.,  White- 
water,  Wis. 


* 

*■  * 


J.  A.  Klawisch  has  bought  the  coal  and  wood  business  of  Olaf  Oison,  at 
Wells,  Minn. 


» 


Geo.  T.  Wilson  has  purchased  the  retail  coal  business  of  I.  Corbin  &  Sou 
Carthage,  Ill. 


*  * 


Dempsey  &  Vording,  Decatur,  111.,  have  bought  the  retail  coal  business  of 
N.  K. Adams. 


*  * 


James  Murphy's  branch  coal  yard  on  North  Main  street.  Eureka,  Kan.,  is 
nearly  completed. 


* 

*  * 


M.  G.  Stover,  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  is  making  inprovements  aiound  his  coal 
yard  at  that  point. 


* 

*  * 


Sterling  Bros,  have  sold  out  their  coal  business  at  Meshoppen,  Pa.,  to  B. 
M.  Dunlap  of  that  place. 

* 

* 

Houlder  &  Couch,  Durham,  N.  C.,  havm  sold  their  furniture  business  and 
will  handle  coal  m  the  future. 

* 

* 

The  Abbott  Coal  C  j.,  Joplin,  Mo.,  is  putting  in  a  30o-foot  switch  and  200 
feet  of  sheds  into  their  yards. 

*  * 

Roy  L.  Patrick  and  Charles  H,  Mower  have  purchased  the  retail  coal 
business  of  J.  W.  Hayes,  Burlington,  Vt. 

^  * 

Mr.  John  Keith,  Toronto,  Ont.,  the  wholesale  and  retail  coal  dealer,  has 
moved  his  offices  from  99  King  street  east  to  86  King  street  east. 


J.  M.  Belden,  New  Britain,  Conn.,  is  preparing  plans  for  a  new  coal  yard 
to  be  located  at  the  corner  of  North  Stanley  and  Dwight  streets. 


*  * 


B.  F.  Swartz,  Urbana,  Ill.,  has  succeeded  to  the  business  of  W.  H.  De¬ 
ll  irt  &  Son  and  has  dechled  to  handle  coal  in  connection  with  his  other  busi¬ 
ness. 


* 

*  * 


R.  F.  Birch,  who  was  recently  engaged  in  the  coal  business  at  Sturgis, 
has  purchased  the  coal  and  lumber  business  of  Wenzel  &  Hasbrouck,  Hud¬ 
son,  IVlich. 


* 

*  * 


Adolph  linder,  of  the  firm  of  Trockenbrod  &  Ender,  coal  dealers  at  No.  19 
West  Chicago  avenue,  Chicago,  saved  S200  last  evening  by  jumping  from  a  rear 
window  when  robbers  were  holding  up  his  office. 


*  * 


Last  week  weannounced  in  this  column  that  Martin  and  John  White  had 
imrchased  the  coal  and  transfer  business  of  Geo.  A.  Brender,  Piudora,  Kas. 
Since  the  communication  of  that  deal  the  former  has  sold  his  interest  to  Jesse 
Shadd,  and  the  firm  name  now  is  Shadd  &  White. 

a: 

Ten  dollars  a  ton  is  the  rate  Frank  Mash,  Denver,  Colo.,  paid  for  soft 
coal.  Mash  was  ch.irged  with  receiving  1,000  pounds  of  coal  stolen  from  the 
Union  Pacific  freight  cars.  When  arraigned  before  Justice  Hunt  last  week  and 
upon  a  plea  of  guilty,  he  was  fined  $5  and  costs,  it  is  said  that  the  railway 
detectives  have  adopted  the  plan  of  arresting  the  elders  who  receive  stolen 
coal  instead  of  the  children  caught  stealing  it.  Good  idea. 

Coal  contracts  have  been  awarded  bv  the  West  Des  Moines  school  board 
for  buildings,  as  follows:  (darfield,  Proctor  Coal  Company;  Hawthorne,  Ben¬ 
nett  Bros.;  Howe,  Proctor  Coal  Company;  Washington,  Chfton  Coal  Company; 
Lincoln.  Maple  Grove  Coal  Company;  1  rving.  Maple  Grove  Coal  Company- 
High,  W.  H.  Nowling;  Bird,  W.  H.  Nowling;  Crocker,  Bennett  Bros  ;  Cooper] 
Keystone  Coal  Company;  Grant,  Keystone  Coal  Company;  Franklin,  Bloom¬ 
field  Coal  Company. 


WESTEKN  COAL  AM)  COKE  XOTES. 


1  he  Cannelton  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  near  Pell,  Ind.,  is  opening  a  coal  mine 
near  that  town. 

The  coal  mines  at  Seeleyville,  Ind.,  are  now  running  every  day  and  the 
miners  are  having  plenty  of  work. 

From  Saganin,  25  miles  north  of  Bay  City,  Mich.,  comes  the  report  of  the 
discovery  of  a  vein  of  soft  coal  10  feet  in  thickness. 

Astoria,  III.,  will  soon  have  a  new  coal  mine.  It  will  be  located  on  the 
farm  of  John  McClelland.  A  switch  will  be  built  to  the  mines. 

At  Cannon  Ball  near  Mandan,  N.  D.,  John  T.  Douglas  and  John  Reisen- 
wever  are  preparing  to  open  the  Palace  Butte  coal  mine,  and  work  it  ex¬ 
tensively. 

The  rnachines  in  the  V  igo  (Ind.)  County  Coal  Company  mines  are  givincr 
good  satisfaction.  The  company  is  putting  in  another  new  boiler  which  will 
enable  it  to  run  fourteen  machines. 

Several  threatening  fires  on  the  big  coal  docks  at  West  Superior,  Wis 
were  reported  early  this  week.  The  one  on  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading’s 
dock  IS  said  to  be  under  control.  Until  all  the  coal  in  the  piles  is  shoveled 
away  and  the  hot  parts  cooled,  it  will  be  impossible  to  estimate  the  damage. 

A  man  named  Severin,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  has  leased  the  mineral  rights 
under  the  Brown  &  Altman  tracks  lying  along  the  Coon  river  south  of  Val¬ 
ley  Junction  and  will  commence  work  prospecting  the  property  at  once.  If 
coal  IS  found  in  sufficient  quantities  a  mine  will  be  opened  on  the  property. 

'Hie  Carbonado  coal  mines  near  Tacoma,  Wash.,  shipped  35,000  tons  dur- 
ing  September,  beating  all  previous  records.  Roslyn  had  held  the  record 
with  30,000  tons.  The  Carbonado  mines,  owned  by  the  Southern  Pacific  Rail- 
road  Company,  are  running  full  time  and  employ  600  men,  3.veraging$3, 29  a 

The  Mount  Carmel  Coal  company  is  pushing  a  new  shaft  to  completion 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  west  of  Frontenac,  which  will  help  out  with  that  com¬ 
pany’s  orders  when  completed.  All  companies  here  are  from  two  hundred  to 
tour  hundred  cars  behind  with  their  orders,  caused  by  the  inability  to  obtain 
cars  fast  enough  for  loading. 

The  various  coal  companies  at  Pittsburg,  Kan.,  report  one  of  the  liveliest 
trades  this  fall  in  the  history  of  the  district.  Every  shaft  is  running  on  full 
time,  the  foreign  demand  being  such  as  to  necessitate  great  activity  Hereto¬ 
fore  coal  has  always  glutted  the  Pittsburg  home  market,  but  the  above  condi¬ 
tions  make  that  fuel  a  scarce  article  for  home  consumption  where  it  is  pro¬ 
duced.  ^ 

The  Pioneer  Fuel  Co.,  of  Minneapolis  and  Duluth,  has  opened  branch  of- 
Broadway,  Fargo,  N.  D.,  with  Mr.  G.  E.  Griswold  as  manager. 

1  he  Pioneer  Fuel  Co.  has  the  exclusive  agency  for  the  celebrated  Pocahontas 
smokeless  coal  through  the  entire  northwest.  The  coal  is  semi-bituminous 
and  Manager  Griswold  is  pushing  the  sale  of  it  and  other  steam  coals  in  this 
territory. 

I  he  Des  Moines  Coal  and  Mining  company,  Des  Moines,  Iowa  will  erect 
a  new  air  shaft  for  its  mine  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  west  of  the  main 
shaft.  A  steam  plant  and  new  fan  will  be  put  in.  The  company  has  driven 
Its  entries  about  a  mile  west  from  the  shaft  and  contemplates  the  extension  of 
us  cable  tramways  underground  a  considerable  distance  beyond  the  point  now 
reached.  ^ 

It  is  reported  that  the  Detroit  &  Mackinac  railway  is  after  the  coal  at 
Oaatka  beach.  Bay  City,  Mich.  Its  main  line  now  runs  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  front  the  mine  and  the  company  has  decided  to  send  in  a  spur  to  the 
company’s  property.  The  road  will  be  built  before  winter  sets  in.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  this  road,  the  mine  is  connected  with  the  Grand  Trunk,  which  has  its 
track  already  within  a  gunshot  of  the  shaft’s  opening. 

The  Milwaukee  Wisconsin  says:  "A  great  quantity  of  coal  was  washed 
up  by  the  late  storm  and  lies  mixed  with  the  gravel  on  the  south  shore  of  the 
bay.  So  much  of  it  came  up  that  the  beach  appears  black,  and  hundreds  of 
poor  people  have  bem  picking  it  up  since  the  storm  subsided.  It  is  supposed 
to  come  from  the  wreck  of  the  schooner  Cummings  which  sank  in  the  bay  in 
1894.  She  carried  600  tons  of  coal,  which  was  never  recovered.  More  or  less 
coal  has  been  washing  up  for  the  last  two  years,  but  it  never  came  in  such 
quantities  as  at  present.” 

Last  week  W.  R.  Damn  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  president  of  the  Eldon  Coal 
&  Mining  Co.,  consummated  a  deal  by  which  he  secured  a  controlling  interest 
in  the  Biddle  &  Riggs  coal  mines  at  Centerville, known  as  the  Anchor  Coal  Co. 
Mr.  Damn  secured  a  two-thirds  interest  in  the  mines,  the  other  third  being 
held  by  James  Wilson,  of  Centerville,  the  superintendent  of  the  company 
There  are  two  big  mines  represented  in  the  deal.  Both  are  on  the  outskirts  of 
Centerville,  one  on  the  K.  &  W.  and  the  other  on  the  Rock  Island  road.  The 
transfer  of  the  two-thirds  interest  in  its  mines  to  Mr.  Daum  represents  about 
$10,000. 

The  twelfth  annual  report  on  the  coal  mines'of  the  state  of  Missouri  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  prepared  by  State  Coal  Mine  Inspector 
Charles  Evans,  will  show  many  gratifying  features  associated  with  the  year’s 
work.  The  coal  product  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  amounted  to 
2,838,152  tons,  leading  last  year’s  output  by  408,764  tons.  The  average  price 
per  ton  received  at  the  mines  was  $1.10,  making  the  aggregate  value  of  the 
product  $3,148,862,  showing  an  increase  over  the  former  year  of  $464  105,  or 
17  per  cent.  During  the  year  377  mines  were  operated,  with  an  avera°-e  of 
7.391  men.  ° 


A  correspondent,  writing  from  Birmingham,  Ala.,  predicts  a  great  future 
for  Alabama,  especially  in  mining,  manufacturing  and  shipping  of  iron.  He 
says:  ‘‘The  reason  for  the  successful  coal  year  probably  lies  in  the  fact  that  no 
race  war  has  disturbed  the  mining.  The  citizens  of  the  State  have  become 
reconciled  to  their  daik  brethren,  and  both  sections  work  in  harmony.  While 
all  about  us  were  riots,  strikes  and  a  general  standstill  in  mining,  our  mines 
were  in  operation,  and  the  regular  amount  of  work  accomplished.” 
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One  of  the  largest  lumps  of  coal  ever  mined  has  just  been  taken  front  the 
Piniiickinnick  mines,  near  Huntington.  West  Virginia  exhibited  at  the  I  hil- 
adelphia  Centennial  the  largest  lump  of  coal  ever  seen  The  state  of  \\  ash- 
inetonatthe  World’s  Fair  exhibited  the  second  largest,  and  now  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  steps  up  and  claims  third  place.  This  lump  is  a  magnihcent  shaft  of 
pure  black  coal,  showing  no  silex  or  silicious  matter.  It  is  nine  feet  high, 
over  three  feet  square,  and  weighs  about  10,000  pounds.  The  miners  ot  1  in- 
nickinnick  company  dug  it  from  the  hill  and  hauled  it  out  on  a  truck  made  for 
the  purpose.  Only  West  Virginia  can  produce  such  coal. _ _ 


There  is  some  anxiety  in  mining  circles  about  the  exhaustion  of  the  big 
(ourteen-foot  seam  of  coal  in  the  Georges  Creek  \  alley,  Maryland,  in  the  near 
future  The  total  area  of  this  seam  is  given  by  standard  authority  as  17,252 
acres.  Captain  Thomas  Brown  of  Vale  Summit,  ex  mining  inspector,  who  has 
made  an  exhaustive  study  of  the  physical  conditions  of  the  Georges  Creek 
region,  estimates  that  the  seam  contained  195,131,062  tons  and  taking  from 
this  what  has  already  been  mined  and  what  was  lost  through  inefncient 
mining  methods  once  in  use,  20,000,000  tons  still  remain  to  be  mined. 
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jf  Pottsville,  Pa.,  has  closed  down  for  repairs.  It  will 

probably  be  idle  several  weeks. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railway  Co.  is  contemplating  the  erection 
i)t  a  large  coaling  plant  at  Catawissa. 

.Anthracite  coal  has  been  discovered  on  the  farm  of  J.  F.  Montgomery, 
mur  miles  north  of  Williamsport,  near  Hazelton,  Pa.,  and  a  shaft  will 
be  sunk. 

Fhe  H.it  lop  Coal  Land  Association  announces  dividends  of  i  per  cent 
on  the  preferred  and  of  i  per  cent  on  the  common  stock,  payable  November 
r,  in  Ne w  t’ork. 

An  order  was  made  in  common  pleas  No.  2  today  on  petition  of  C.  B.  Mc- 
Pittsburg  Trust  Company.  Pittsburg,  adjourning  the  sale 
or  the  Natalie  Anthracite  Coal  Company  until  November  30. 

l^nther  Creek  Valley  collieries,  at  Tamaqua,  Pa.,  numbers  5  and  6,  op- 
eraj^d  by  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  will  resume  operations 
on  Tuesday,  after  lying  idle  since  January.  Eight  hundred  men  and  boys  are 
made  happy  by  the  announcement. 

Our  Columbus,  Ohio,  corresoondent  writes  that  coal  traffic  has  taken  a 
spurt  and  the  yards  are  filled  with  long  trains  of  black  diamond  moving  north¬ 
ward  from  Columbus  to  supply  the  trade.  In  the  equipment  are  some  of  the 
new  gondolas  which  have  been  early  pressed  into  service. 

A  Philadelphia  syndicate  is  buying  up  culm  banks  and  coal  washeries  in 
the  vicinity  of  Tamaqua,  Pa.  The  syndicate  proposes  to  take  coal  out  of 
these  banks  and  put  the  same  on  the  market,  and  claims  that  with  improved 
machinery  the  same  can  be  done  at  less  expense  than  is  required  to  run  other 
w.asheries. 

The  coal  output  at  the  Berwind-White  mine  at  Du  Bois,  Pa.,  is  being 
slowly  but  steadily  increased  as  the  headings  spread  out  At  the  present  time 
30  carloads  of  black  diamonds  are  being  hoisted  out  of  the  deep  hole  daily 
and  is  forwarded  to  the  eastern  markets,  some  of  it  finding  its  way  into  the 
bunkers  of  our  big  war  ships. 

Not  having  been  able  to  cope  with  the  fire  raging  in  No.  8  mine,  the  Le¬ 
high  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  at  Tamaqua,  Pa.,  has  commenced  flood¬ 
ing  the  workings.  A  stream  flowing  6,ooo  gallons  per  minute  has  been  turned 
into  the  shaft,  and  it  is  expected  that  six  weeks’  time  will  be  required  to  com¬ 
plete  the  work  of  extinguishment. 

The  New  York  Central  R.  R.  has  a  new  big  Mogul  freight  engine  weigh¬ 
ing  144,670  pounds,  upwards  of  72  tons,  built  from  specifications  by  Cornelius 
Vand-rbuilt,  Jr.,  who  is  winning  the  admiration  of  his  father  as  a  mechanical 
engineer.  Young  Vanderbilt  set  out  with  an  idea  to  economize  in  fuel  con¬ 
sumption,  and  his  design,  as  carried  out  in  the  construction  of  No.  787,  ha.s 
been  justified  by  a  practical  test. 

Seven  men  were  killed  and  three  fatally  injured  at  the  Exeter  colliery  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  at  West  Pitiston,  near  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  on  Satur¬ 
day,  November  5.  The  accident  was  due  to  the  alleged  carelessness  of  Engi¬ 
neer  David  Price,  who,  acting  in  disobedience  of  positive  orders,  caused  three 
cars  to  run  into  the  top  of  the  shaft.  These  cars,  loaded  and  weighing  eleven 
tons,  fell  down  the  360  foot  shaft  and  crashed  upon  the  carriage  carrying 
ten  men.  * 

Joseph  Walton  Coal  Company,  of  West  Elizabeth,  Pa.,  have  served  a  no¬ 
tice  on  all  their  employes  in  every  capacity  that  their  services  will  not  be 
reiiuired  after  November  i.  This  includes  all  the  office  men  at  the  mines  and 
in  Pittsburg  employed  by  the  year  and  otherwise.  The  firm,  once  one  of  the 
most  extensive  in  its  coal  operations  in  the  Monongahela  valley,  has  been 
doing  less  and  less  business  for  some  years  past  and  it  is  understood  will  go 
out  of  the  business.  The  Walton  mine  employed  about  400  men. 

A  Toledo  correspondent  writes:  “Besides  having  a  strong  agreement,  the 
Central  Coal  and  Coke  Co.  has  the  political  influence  of  the  strongest  labor 
union  in  Ohio  behind  it.  The  operators  and  the  miners  have  a  perfect  under 
standing  that  if  the  Central  Coal  Company  is  not  molested  the  miners’  wages 
will  be  maintained  at  the  Chicago  agreement  scale.  In  my  opinion  the  au¬ 
thorities  will  not  dare  to  do  anything  which  will  bring  about  a  reduction  of 
miners’  wages.’’  Other  traffic  associations  may  be  interfered  with  but  not 
the  C.  C.  &  C.  Co. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  and  coke  originat¬ 
ing  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  October  29, 
1898,  and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year  as 
follows: 

1898.  1898. 

Week  ending  Year  to 

' _  Oct.  29.  Oct.  29. 

Anthracite,  tons .  99,952  3,064,628 

Bituminous,  tons .  2  276,667  11,471,922 

Coke,  tons .  121,033  4.910.639 


The  Washington,  Pa.,  Reporter  notes  a  singular  lawsuit  before  a  justice 
ol  the  peace;  A  Slav  coal  miner  brought  suit  against  his  employer  to  re¬ 
cover  S20.  On  examining  his  pay  envelope  he  found  therein  a  Confederate 
$20  bill.  His  wages  amounted  to  *43  and  he  claimed  a  deficit  of  S20,  savs  a 
Special  from  Monongahela. 

The  coal  company  makes  the  defense  that  the  amount  paid  was  in  good 
money,  drawn  from  a  bank  in  Brownsville,  passing  through  no  other  hands 
but  that  of  the  cashier  and  the  pav  clerk;  that  in  making  up  the  pay  the  cash 
account  failed  to  balance  and  in  order  to  detect  the  error  eaeh  envelope  was 
opened  and  the  money  counted  a  second  time.  In  this  way  the  men  received 
an  open  envelope  instead  of  a  sealed  one,  as  is  usual.  Cashier  Taylor  testified 
that  he  made  up  the  gross  amount  from  the  cash  counter  in  the  bank,  and 
that  there  were  no  Confederate  bills  on  the  counter. 

A  farmer  near  Douglas  in  Allegan  county,  Mich.,  has  discovered  a  three- 
toot  vein  of  coal  when  drilling  for  a  well. 

West  Bay  City  Coal  company’s  shaft,  on  the  Finauer  farm,  near  Bay 
v-ity,  Mich.,  was  completed  some  days  ago,  and  mining  operatins  will  be  well 
under  way  m  a  short  time.  The  Michigan  Central  Railroad  will  lay  a  track  to 
these  mines. 
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Within  a  few  days  the  new  coke  plant  of  the  Riverside  Iron  Works, 
Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  will  go  into  operation. 

A  permit  to  do  business  in  the  state  of  Texas  has  been  granted  the  Rio 
Grande  Coal  Company  of  New  Jersey;  capital  stock,  $200,000. 

The  mines  in  the  vicinity  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  are  running  to  the  fullest 
capacity,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  for  the  railroads  to  lurnish  cars  to  handle 
the  coal. 

A  new  company  is  developing  50.000  acres  of  fine  coal  land  in  Reno 
county.  West  Virginia,  and  will  build  a  line  of  railroad  to  connect  with  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio. 

Mr.  Asa  Lyman  Hoyt  was  married  last  week  to  Miss  Eleanor  Kmkland 
at  Birmingham,  Ala.  Mr.  Hoyt  is  a  member  of  the  coal  firm  of  H.  O.  Hoyt  & 
Son  of  Birmingham. 

The  Juarez  Coal  Company  has  been  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Mex¬ 
ico  to  work  the  coal  fields  near  Juarez,  opposite  old  Fort  Bliss.  El  Paso  and 
Juarez  parties  are  interested. 

The  mines  in  Walker  County,  Ala.,  are  working  on  full  time  with  a 
demand  for  every  pound  of  coal  that  they  can  possibly  turn  out.  The  orders 
are  from  Georgia,  Alabama  points,  Mississippi  and  Louisiana. 

The  increase  in  coal  shipments  from  the  Georges  Creek,  Cumberland  re¬ 
gion  for  the  year  to  October  29,  is  1771628  tons.  The  increase  from  the  pre 
vious  week  is  nearly  23,000  tons.  The  shipments  so  far  aggregate  3,385,979 
tons. 

Last  week  a  scarcity  of  coal  was  announced  in  the  Chattanooga,  Tenn., 
market  and  there  is  rumor  that  the  price  is  to  be  advanced  at  an  early  day. 
The  inactivity  growing  out  of  labor  agitations  at  the  various  mines  this  sum¬ 
mer  is  urged  as  the  cause  of  the  scarcity. 

The  Strawn  Coal  Company,  of  Strawn,  Texas,  has  asked  Labor  Commis¬ 
sioner  John  P.  Jones,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  send  them  fifty  first-class  coal 
miners.  Texas  seems  to  be  short  of  ininers.  This  company  is  even  willing  to 
pay  transportation  under  certain  conditions. 

During  the  week  ending  October  29,  20,169  tons  of  coal  and  5,135  tons  of 
coke  were  shipped  from  the  Eik  Garden  and  Upper  Potomac  regions  in  West 
Virginia.  The  output  of  this  region  shows  a  decrease  of  8,286  tons  of  coal 
and  an  increase  of  39,088  tons  of  coke  as  compared  with  1897. 

The  price  for  mining  coal  for  the  month  of  November  to  be  paid  to  the 
miners  in  the  employ  of  the  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  and  R.  R.  Co.,  Birmingham, 
Ala.  will  be:  At  Pratt  mines,  40  cents  per  ton;  at  Blocton,  40  cents  per  ton. 
With  the  contract  allowance  for  coal  under  four  feet;  Blue  Creek,  3^^  cents 
per  ton. 

With  one  exception,  October  was  the  largest  month  for  coal  shipments  in 
the  history  of  Baltimore,  January  being  heavier.  Last  month  200,000  tons  of 
coal  were  dumped  at  the  piers.  Newp  irt  News  now  ships  more  coal  than  any 
other  Atlantic  port.  For  twenty-four  hours  up  to  midnight  last  night  12,000 
tons  of  coal  were  put  aboard  ships. 

A  correspondent  writes  that  more  steam  coal  is  being  used  in  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  Tenn.,  this  season  than  during  the  past  five  years.  This  is  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  more  factories  are  running  here  now  than  usual,  and  more 
business  is  being  done  in  general.  The  price  of  coal  has  not  yet  advanced, 
but  it  is  expected  within  the  next  ten  days  that  an  advance  of  15  per  cent  on 
the  ton  will  be  made. 


NEILSOIM  ■ 

RED^ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

DICKSOlSr  &  EDDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Office.  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Agt. 

6.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

“AVOCA  ’’  (Pittston  District) 

“FRANKLIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 
“LOUISE  ”  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

MoshanBoii  and  Cumberland  Vein  Bltnminons  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Title  Buildins.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


XHexURNEY  <Sc  JONES  CO., 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL 


OF  THE 


CELEBRATED 


CONGO  COAL 

Anthracite  and  Smithing  Coals  and  Coke- 
Wyandotte  Building,  No.  355  Dearborn  St. 

COLUMBUS.  O. _ CHICAGO,  ILL. 

H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO., 


FRICK 

COKE. 


Headquarters  for 


Post  OfTice,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna. 

GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells¬ 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing  and 
domestic  purposes.  1 3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

Hr*  Direct  Connections  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

Quotations  Freight  Rato#  Pamphlet#  «»lvlnB  fullinformatlon  promptly  furnished  upon  application. 
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Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 

Best  Combination  for  Mining^  Operations. 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 

RECORD: 

17  years 
continn- 
ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
donble 
shift. 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY.  -  -  -  Chicago,  Illinois 


The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 

ENGINEERS,  FOUNDERS,  MACHINISTS, 

CHICACO,  U.  S.  A. 

DESICITERS  AND  BT7ILDEKS  OF 

COMPLETE  TIPPLE-HOUSE  EQUIPMENT 

^  I  ^  DOUBLE  REVOLVING  SCREEN. 

Including  Shaking  and  Revolving  Screens,  Breaker  Rolls, 

WEIGH  BOXES,  PICKING  TABLES  VENTILATING  FANS,  ETC , 


ALSO  MANUFACTURERS  OF 


LINK-BELT”  BREAKER. 


THE  LUHRIG  PATENT  MACHINERY  for  Wash- 
ing  and  Classifying  Coal  Electric  Coal  Mining  and 
Haulage  Machinery,  Link-Belt  Elevators,  and  Con¬ 
veyors,  Malleable  Iron  Buckets,  Shafting,  Bearings, 
Pulleys,  Friction  Clutches,  Rope  Sheaves t  etc.j  etc. 


The  Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Company 


COMPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


Klectrio  Pouer  IlrillM. 

Air  Power  llrill$h. 

Kleetric  Shear!  d«;  HlaeliineN. 
Air  Shearing;  Hlaehines. 


Klectrie  Loiigwall  IVIaeliiiies. 
Air  I.oiig'wall  Maehiiies. 
F.leeti'ie  I.ocomotive!«. 
Eleetrie  Pnmp$i. 


Manufacturers  DYNAMOS  and  MOTORS. 


FLECTKIC  LOCOMOTIVE. 


ELECTRIC  CHAIN  COAL  CUTTER. 


Compressed 

Air 

Coal  Catting 
HlacMaery. 


COLUMBUS, 


OHIO. 
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We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  mine  owners,  workers,  y 
shippers  and  agents,  if  they  will  kindly,  from  time  to  time,  § 
furnish  such  intelligence  as  may  be  of  public  interest  to  the 
coal  trade,  when  it  comes  under  their  notice. 
iDSID^QQS 


MARKET  REVIEW. 


Anthracite  coal  moves  in  a  quiet  way  only  and  the  demand  is 
Dt  increased  to  any  extent  by  the  weather  just  now.  Producing 
impanies’  agents  are  not  pressingthe  market  and  many  salesmen 
e  off  the  road,  but  prospects  are  considered  good  for  a  healthy 
;action  as  soon  as  real  cold  weather  sets  in.  The  winter  season 
is  barely  commenced  and  yet  the  trade  is  confronted  with  a 
Dsitive  shortage  of  chestnut  coal.  This  actual  shortage  is  not 
infined  to  any  one,  two  or  three  of  the  sales  agents  in  the  West, 
It  it  is  generally  felt  by  all  of  them,  and  at  all  of  the  larger  dis- 
ibuting  points  through  the  country.  Last  July  and  August 
hen  the  break  in  prices  was  made  in  the  West,  orders  for  chest- 
it  coal  were  very  largely  in  excess  of  the  other  domestic  sizes 
oportionately  and  were  cut  down  considerably  on  all  orders 
aced.  The  average  production  of  nut  coal  at  the  breakers 
nges  from  25  per  cent  to  30  per  cent,  while  the  Western  market, 

I  a  whole,  will  take  at  least  60  per  cent  to  fill  the  demand  for  it 
!  is  season.  Chestnut  is  now,  and  will  be,  at  a  premium  above 
e  other  sizes  this  season.  In  view  of  the  comparatively  small 
:  oduction  of  nut  coal  and  the  increasing  demand,  why  would  it 
•t  be  a  good  idea  to  make  the  price  of  broken,  egg  and  stove 
liform  and  let  the  advance  be  made  on  chestnut?  This,  it  is 
ought  by  many  shippers,  would  meet  the  present  contingency 
the  Western  anthracite  market.  It  is  generally  conceded  that 
)cks  in  dealers’  hands  at  interior  towns  are  light,  and  that  a 

■  ;ek  of  frost  and  snow  would  rapidly  deplete  them.  Current 
!  ices  which  are  fully  as  low  as  they  have  been  since  summer, 
jfer  no  inducement  to  the  trade  in  ordering  further  supplies, 

■  d  it  is  not  expected  that  there  will  be  any  active  movement, 
cept  that  which  will  be  brought  about  by  the  exigencies  of  the 


weather.  Up  to  the  present  there  has  been  little  if  any  relief  af¬ 
forded  to  the  stringency  in  the  car  situation  at  the  mines,  and 
coal  is  said  to  be  in  short  supply  at  Buffalo  where  the  recent  ad¬ 
vance  is  being  well  maintained  on  all  new  business. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  active  in  all  directions  and  for  all 
purposes,  while  nut  and  screenings  have  become  quite  scarce  and 
some  difficulty  is  experienced  in  supplying  the  demand.  Heavy 
consumers,  with  more  special  reference  to  railroads,  are  stocking 
considerable  quantities  of  coal.  This,  though  usual  in  the  early 
winter,  has  commenced  earlier  than  in  previous  seasons,  which 
may  somewhat  account  for  the  general  shortage  of  commercial 
coal,  demand  for  which  has  greatly  increased  within  the  week. 
In  certain  mining  districts  there  has  been  some  improvement  in 
the  matter  of  car  supply  and  mines  are  running  more  regularly, 
but  in  others  there  has  been  little,  if  any,  easement,  as  many  rail¬ 
roads  are  still  using  a  large  number  of  cars  in  ballasting  and 
getting  their  tracks  into  good  shape  for  the  approaching  winter. 
The  tone  of  the  soft  coal  market  at  all  large  distributing  centers 
in  the  West  has  greatly  improved  and  though  prices  continue  low 
there  is  a  much  better  feeling  among  producers  and  operators 
who  believe  that  values  will  soon  appreciate.  Domestic  coal 
shows  a  steady  increase  in  demand  and  in  some  of  the  favorite 
varieties  continued  scarcity  is  noted — many  shippers  are  hundreds 
of  cars  behind  in  their  orders.  In  several  of  the  mining  districts 
in  Indiana  and  Iowa  there  is  quite  a  shortage  of  miners  and  steady 
work  at  good  wages  is  assured  to  men  who  understand  their  busi- 
Supply  of  coal  of  all  kinds  is  only  moderately  fair  and  by 


ness. 


no  means  on  a  parity  with  the  current  demand.  Two  weeks  of 
steady  cold  weather  would  clean  up  all  available  supply  at  the 
current  rate  of  production  with  a  strong  probability  that  there 
would  be  a  real  scarcity  of  coal  unless  there  was  a  radical  im¬ 
provement  in  the  supply  of  cars.  The  outlook  was  never  more 
favorable  for  a  steady  expansion  and  increased  consumption  of 
bituminous  coal  in  the  Western  states.  Traffic  on  all  railroads  is 
heavy,  industrial  manufacturing  plants  are  active  and  the  country 
generally  has  become  inspired  with  greater  confidence  during  the 
past  ten  days — since  the  election. 

Coke  for  foundry  use  is  in  good  demand  and  though  there  is 
some  scarcity,  owing  to  increased  consumption  and  shortage  of 
cars,  prices  are  no  higher  but  they  are  stronger  because  there  are 
only  light  stocks  anywhere. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  that  the  anthracite  market 
shows  much  improvement  over  t  lie  conditions  which  prevailed  dur¬ 
ing  the  late  summer  and  early  fall  months.  There  isagood  demand 
for  coal  from  all  points,  and  more  could  be  shipped  if  cars  were 
available.  Many  of  the  companies  are  short  of  coal  and  claim  to 
be  practically  out  of  chestnut.  One  of  the  producing  companies 
has  advanced  the  price  of  nut  coal  twenty  cents  a  ton,  while 
others  have  raised  the  price  more  or  less.  Line  trade  is  active, 
though  dealers  are  complaining  of  the  low  prices,  due  to  the  cuts 
made  early  in  the  season,  which  in  many  instances  have  not  been 
restored.  This  has  caused  keen  competition  and  more  or  less 
hard  feeling.  The  general  tendency  of  the  trade  is  towards  a 
better  market,  which  colder  weather  will  verify.  Stocks  at  tide 
water  are  considerably  less  than  they  were  last  year  at  this  time. 
It  is  now  believed  that  the  market  will  absorb  all  the  coal  mined 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  Pea  coal  is  .scarce.  Prices  are  firmer 
and  the  market  generally  presents  a  more  healthy  condition.  1  he 
seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  in  fair  shape.  The  smaller  operators 
are  short  of  coal  and  in  some  instances  are  paying  more  than  they 
can  get  for  it.  The  far  East  is  apparently  taking  coal  upon  con¬ 
tracts  and  the  tonnage  going  forward  is  decreasing.  Some  of 
these,  both  delivered  and  f.  o.  b.,  have  been  cleaned  up.  Ship¬ 
ments  to  .Sound  ports  are  fairly  active  and  some  stocking  has 
commenced  at  shoal  water  ports.  New  York  Harbor  trade  is 
good  and  consumers  are  ordering  freely.  Soft  coal  for  export 
shows  a  steady  increase.  Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is 
slow  and  car  supply  poor. 

West  Virginia  advices  are  that  in  the  Fairmont  region  tih 
mines  and  ovens  are  working  steadily.  On  the  West  Virginia  Cen- 
Mftrket  Review  continued  on  page  57/. 
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PRICES  F.  O.  B.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 


Companies  Free  Burning 
White  Ash . 


November  i6,  1898. 
Broken.  Egg- 

$3.65  $3.90 


Stove. 

$4.15 


Nut 

53-90 


steam  SIZES. 

Pea . 

Buckwheat . 

Rice . 


$2.00-52.35 
1.65-  2.00 
.  1.30-  1.45 


AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 


White  ash . . 

Pink  ash .  S‘50 

Red  ash .  .  5-75 


The  anthracite  coal  trade  while  not  in  as  flourishing  a  condition  as  the 
operators  would  like  to  see  it,  is  very  much  improved  from  what  it  has  been 
for  some  time  past.  There  is  a  good  demand  for  coal  from  all  points  and 
considerable  more  coal  could  be  shipped  if  there  was  a  better  supply 
of  cars  to  carry  same.  Most  of  the  companies  are  short  of  coal  and  are 
practically  out  of  nut  coal.  The  Philadelphia  and  Reading  report  that 
they  have  no  nut  coal  on  hand  on  any  of  their  grades  and  have  advanced 
the  price  of  Shamokin  nut  20  cents  a  ton.  The  Ontario  and  Western 
have  also  advanced  their  prices  on  this  size  which  seems  to  be  the 
status  with  most  concerns.  Line  trade  continues  active  though  the  dealers 
are  complaining  a  good  deal  about  the  low  prices  pie.vailing,  due  to  the 
cuts  which  were  made  last  spring  and  in  many  instances  have  not  been 
restored,  which  is  causing  a  very  keen  competition  and  leaving  little  margin  of 
profits  for  the  retailer.  This  is  causing  some  hard  feeling  as  this  is  the  season 
of  the  year  when  the  trade  expects  to  recoup  itself  from  the  dull  summer 
months  and  in  certain  instances  the  companies  have  been  asked  to  take  a 
hand  to  remedy  this  matter,  but  this  will  not  likely  occur  as  these  gentlemen 
have  had  troubles  of  their  own  and  are  now  looking  forward  for  better  figures 
themselves.  The  general  tendency  of  the  trade  seems  to  be  entirely  for  a 
better  market,  and  the  opinion  of  the  authorities  in  the  market  predicting  im¬ 
proved  conditions  will  likely  be  verified  with  the  advent  of  a  cooler  climate. 
The  stocks  at  tidewater  points  are  reported  as  being  some  200,000  tons  less 
than  at  this  time  last  year.  The  figures  given  are  733.000  tons,  which  cornpares 
with  933,926  tons  for  the  same  period  of  1897.  This  amount  of  stock  is  cer¬ 
tainly  very  small  for  this  time  of  the  year  and  when  we  consider  the  small 
amount  of  coal  in  dealers’ hands  would  indicate  that  a  large  amount  of  coal  is 
still  to  be  placed  for  the  season  and  that  a  considerable  tonnage  will  have  to  be 
mined  before  the  end  of  the  year  to  meet  the  current  demand.  The  tonnage  for 
the  month  of  November  is  officially  given  as  4,765,000  tons.  This  brings  the  ton¬ 
nage  for  the  year  up  to  November  i  up  to  32,757,000  tons.  Prices,  while  not 
actually  advanced  except  on  nut  eoal,  are  reported  as  being  firmer  and  with 
the  appearance  of  winter  weather  will  likely  incline  upwards.  Pea  coal  is  still 
scarce  and  will  probably  continue  so  while  the  car  supply  is  limited. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  seems  to  be  in  a  fairly  good  condi¬ 
tion,  a  great  many  of  the  producers  claiming  that  they  have  all  the  busi¬ 
ness  they  can  attend  to  and  could  ship  more  coal  if  they  could  get  the  cars 
and  more  speedy  through  transportation.  Others  of  the  producers  say  they  are 
easy  on  their  shipments  and  are  not  pushed  for  coal.  The  condition  seems  to  be 
that  the  smaller  operators  are  short  of  coal  and  some  of  them  are  suffering 
from  their  not  taking  the  advice  of  the  railroads  as  to  prices  during  the  con¬ 
tract  season,  and  it  is  thought  at  this  time  are  buying  coal  for  more  than  they 
can  get  for  it.  The  trade  in  the  farEast  is  quieter  than  in  the  other  consuming 
territories,  indeed  at  this  writing  it  seems  to  be  that  shipments  are  being  made 
on  contracts  only,  and  the  tonnage  going  forw'ard  on  this  trade  is  slightly  cut 
down.  It  has  been  stated  by  some  of  the  producers  that  they  have  been  able 
to  clear  up  some  of  their  contracts,  both  delivered  and  f.  o.  b..  The  former 
they  are  glad  to  get  out  of  the  way  now.  Trade  in  the  Sound  is  good  and  con¬ 
siderable  coal  is  being  called  for  and  delivered  in  this  territory.  A  few  of 
the  consignees  are  apparently  changing  around  and  trying  different  coals. 
There  are  some  winter  stocks  being  filled  up  in  this  territory,  where  the  trade 
goes  to  shoal  water  ports,  which  is  usual  to  this  season  of  the  year,  when  con¬ 
sumers  at  these  points  put  in  sufficient  for  their  winter  use,  with  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  cargoes  which  remain  over  until  the  colder  weather  sets  in, 
when  there  is  a  rush  and  hurry  to  finish  shipments  on  this  business.  New 
York  Harbor  trade  is  fairly  active  and  consumers  seem  to  be  using  up  their 
coal  ordered  in  quick  time.  The  recent  crusade  against  soft  coal  by  the  Board 
of  Health  has  made  many  users  put  in  appliances  for  the  better  combustion  of 
coal  in  their  furnaces  so  that  the  amount  of  smoke  given  forth  from  their 
works  is  reduced  to  a  minimum.  The  export  trade  shows  a  continued 
increase  in  demand,  but  the  report  is  that  these  orders  have  been  slighted  in 
favor  of  the  home  trade  which  has  been  pressing  during  the  week.  All  rail 
trade  is  quiet  and  has  been  affected  to  some  extent  by  embargoes  of  the  main 
line  roads  having  been  placed  on  points  off  these  lines. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  slower  than  usual,  which  is  being  felt 
by  some  producers  more  than  others.  Car  supply  is  poor  and  the  usual 
embargoes  are  being  enforced  and  cars  are  refused  on  them.  In  the  coastwise 
vessel  market  vessels  are  in  slightly  better  supply  than  they  were  though  not 
up  to  the  demand.  The  following  rates  of  freight  are  cpioted  coastwise;  from 
Philadelphia,  Boston,  Salem  and  Wareham,  85;  Portland  and  Portsmouth.  90; 
Sound  ports,  75:  Lynn,  95;  Newburyport  and  Bath,  95-1.00.  The  further  lower 
porLs  are  10  cents  above  these  rates. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  5i.6o  to 
$1.75  f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia,  $1.25  to  $1.50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  $1.65  to 
$1.75  on  the  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  $2.10  to 
$2.20  on  higher  grades,  and  $1.60  to  $1.75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

November  14,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  shows  considerable  improvement  since  the 
occasion  of  our  last  report.  Orders  are  coming  in  quite  freely  and  most  pro¬ 
ducers  say  they  could  ship  more  coal  if  more  cars  were  available  to  transport 
same  from  the  mines.  It  appears  from  ihe  present  status  th,it  dealers  gener¬ 
ally  ihroufhout  the  various  consuming  territories  have  carried  little  stock  up 
to  now  and  with  the  more  active  demand  from  consumers  brought  about  by 
the  advanced  season  many  dealers  find  themselves  short  of  coal  and  are 
clamoring  for  immediate  shipments.  From  the  reports  of  the  companies  as 
to  the  scarcity  of  certain  sizes  of  coal  it  looks  very  much  as  if  those  intertsts 
who  put  off  buying  their  season’s  stock  until  the  last  moment  may  feel  the 
pressure  before  long,  if  they  have  not  already  been  inconvenienced 
thereby.  Cars  are  reported  as  very  scarce  and  there  are  few  interests 
which  are  not  suffering  from  this  stringency  either  by  being  behind  on 
shipments  on  all  sizes,  or  by  being  entirely  out  of  the  market  on  certain 
coals,  nut  coal  seeming  to  be  in  greatest  demand,the  Philadelphia  and  Reading 
having  advanced  their  price  on  Shamokin  nut  20  cents  a  ton  and  the  other 
grades  have  hardened  up  considerably.  Line  trade  proper  is  quite  active  and 
the  difficulty  seems  to  be  to  get  the  coal  qu  ck  enough.  Prices  on  this  busi¬ 
ness,  however,  at  certain  points  are  not  as  good  as  they  might  be.  The  cutting 
of  figures  last  spring  is  still  felt  as  some  dealers  who  have  fair  stocks  on  hand 
are  seeking  to  retaliate  by  making  concessions  to  the  consumer.  The  local 
market  is  active,  the  domestic  sizes  being  in  good  demand  and  retailers  are 
kept  busy  to  about  their  full  capacity .  The  tonnage  for  this  month  will  likelv 
be  large  as  most  mines  are  being  run  as  full  as  the  curtailed  car  supply  will 
permit.  This,  however,  it  is  thought  will  not  be  a  disturbing  factor  in  view 
of  the  small  amount  of  coal  in  de. tiers’  hands  and  the  fact  that  stocks  at  ship¬ 
ping  ports  are  considerably  below  the  figures  of  past  years. 

The  seaboard  bituminous  trade  continues  quite  active,  most  producers 
have  enough  orders  on  hand  to  keep  their  mines  going  full  time,  and  no  doubt 
much  more  business  could  be  transacted  if  a  full  quota  of  cars  were  obtain¬ 
able  and  transportation  through  to  tide  was  more  prompt.  This  dearth  of 
cars  is  causing  a  good  deal  of  complaint  among  the  smaller  interests,  which 
it  is  thought  are  made  to  sufferby  not  heeding  the  instructions  of  the  railroads 
to  refrain  from  making  the  low  prices  on  season  contracts  that  prevail. 
Some  of  these  interests,  we  understand,  are  obliged  to  buy  coal  to  apply  on 
these  contracts  to  keep  them  alive,  which  costs  them  more  than  they  can  get 
for  it.  The  far  East  is  somewhat  quieter  than  it  was,  though  the  Sound  points 
fully  make  up  for  this  reduction.  Winter  stocks  are  being  called  for  quite 
freely  where  the  trade  goes  to  the  shoal  water  ports.  Transportation  is  still 
slow  and,  with  the  scarcity  of  empty  cars,  hampers  trade  considerably.  In 
the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  in  better  supply,  though  hardly  up  to 
the  demand.  We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  as  follows;  From  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  Boston,  Salem  and  Wareham,  85  cents;  Portland  and  Portsmouth,  90 
cents;  Sound  ports,  75  cents;  Lynn,  95  cents;  Newburyport  and  Bath,  95  cents 
to  $1. 


BOSTON,  MASS. 

November  16,  1898. 


The  call  for  anthracite  has  been  quite  as  light  this  week  as  last.  The  ru 
mors  of  higher  prices  emanating  from  Philadelphia  have  not  frightened  deal¬ 
ers  any,  and  their  apathy  has  compelled  companies  to  make  the  same  old 


uiiL-ca.  . 

The  individual  operators  are  getting  very  little  of  the  present  business  as 
the  companies  can  beat  them  in  barge  rates.  It  is  well  to  remember  that  the 
yards  are  not  well  stocked  with  coal. 

The  companies’  prices  on  free  burning  white  ash  coals,  net  New  York,  are 
as  follows;  Stove.  $3  50®—;  egg,  $3.25®— ;  free  broken,  $3.10®— ;  chestnut, 
J2.25®— .  Individual  operators  sell  I5@20  cents  under  these  prices. 

Bituminous. — It  is  rumored  that  some  of  the  large  bituminous  companies 
are  closing  contracts  for  next  year  and  at  this  year’s  figures. 

This  is  significant.  Should  any  considerable  amount  of  coal  be  sold  on 
that  basis,  there  is  not  likely  to  be  any  advance  in  freights  when  the  transpor¬ 
tation  meet  to  effect  such  a  change  as  those  companies  that  have  made  any 
considerable  sales  will  stand  for  old  rates  to  protect  themselves. 

Thus  we  see  the  phantom  of  high  railroad  rates  and  higher  prices  in  coal 
disappearing.  Orders  foi  quick  delivery  are  few  and  are  made  at  old  prices 

George’s  Creek  Cumberland,  $1.75® - peton,  Clearfield  $1.45®!. 55  a1 

Philadelphia;  and  Baltimore,  $1.70®  1.75:  New  River,  $1.75,  at  Newport  News 


and  Norfolk. 

There  has  been  more  received  for  rates,  as  vessels  are  quite  scarce. 

Rates  are  as  follows:  From  New  York,  6o@j^c\  ♦rom  Philadelphia,  85^? 
90c:  from  Baltimore,  90@95c;  from  Newport  News,  8o@85c,  and  from  Norfolk 

Retail  trade. — Business  is  fair,  yet  the  yards  say  business  is  behind  what  i,1 
was  last  year.  Prices  are  steady.  Stove  delivered  is  selling  at  $5;  egg  anc 
nut  at  SA.yt;;  furnace.  Sa.W;  pea,  53.5o;  Franklin,  $6.50;  Cumberland,  $3. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

November  17,  1898. 

The  present  coal  run  from  Pittsburg  and  the  Kanawha  river  is  not  of  ai 
great  proportions  as  former  ones,  but  it  puts  a  comparatively  large  amount  01 
coal  into  this  market  on  top  of  an  already  overstocked  ma'ket.  Considering 
the  quantity  of  coal  here,  prices  are  remarkably  well  maintained.  With  thi 
exception  of  Pittsburg  coal  wholesale,  there  are  no  changes  in  prices,  an* 
there  have  been  no  changes  in  that  ior  a  week.  Shippers  are  asking  43^  cent 
a  bushel  for  Pittsburg  coal  afloat  in  barges,  and  4  to  5  cents  a  bushel  lor  Kana 
wha  afloat.  Nut  and  slack  wholesale  is  quite  dull  and  is  quoted  at  ftorn  2k 
cents  a  bushel  for  the  poorer  kinds  of  Kanawha  to  3X  for  Pittsburg  ^nd  tin 
best  grades  of  Kanawha.  Rail  coal  is  selling  at  a  shade  less  than  5i7S  ^  toi 
on  board  cars  here,  and  Pittsburg  coal  loaded  on  cars  simply  meets  in  s 
The  retail  dealers  are  still  holding  together  on  $2.25  a  ton  for  small  order 
delivered.  Anthracite  is  very  firm  at  $6.00  a  ton  delivered  to  consumers. 
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Thk  Black  Dij^.niond 


CHICAGO  MARKET. 

Demand  generally  for  anthracite  has  sagged  off  somewhat  and  apparently 
none  of  the  shippers  are  making  any  special  effort  to  secure  new  business  at 
current  low  prices,  which  are  now  quite  generally  quoted  at  $4.50  for  the 
domestic  sizes,  while  nut  coal  is  strong  at  those  figures  The  fact  is,  there  has 
been  an  increased  demand  and  consumption  of  nut  coal  all  through  the  west¬ 
ern  states  and  as  production  has  not  been  greater  at  the  breakers  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  companies  in  Pennsylvania  there  is  a  shortage.  It  would  not  be  at  all  sur- 
prisine  if  nut  coal  sold  at  S^4  75  before  the  season  advances  much  further.  As 
it  is  now,  companies'  agents  decline  orders  which  call  for  several  cars  of  that 
size  only.  There  is  little  doubt  expressed  among  the  shippers  that  Chicago 
and  the  West  generally  will  have  smaller  stocks  than  usual  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  winter  season,  whi  h  in  itself  will  create  a  firmer  and  steadier 
market.  The  receipts  of  nut  coal  this  season  are  less  than  for  the  correspond¬ 
ing  period  last  year,  either  by  lake  or  rail,  while  the  demand  is  actually  larger 
not  only  from  the  city  trade  and  consumers  but  from  outside  points.  Retail 
coal  is  i  I  moderate  demand  only,  but  responds  quickly  to  any  change  in  the 
temperature,  and  prices  are  fairly  steady  at  $5.2i5@5.5o. 

Operators  and  shippers  of  nearly  every  kind  of  soft  coal  are  asking  and 
obtaining  somewhat  better  prices  for  their  product.  A  case  in  point:  A 
shipper  wanted  twenty-five  cars  of  coal  this  week  without  fail,  he  shopped 
around  and  found  it,  but  thought  the  price  asked  was  five  cents  a  ton  above 
the  market,  which  it  was;  he  endeavored  to  get  it  at  the  regular  figures,  but 
was  told  if  he  did  not  take  the  coal  at  once  the  price  would  be  ten  cents 
higher  next  day.  He  bought  the  coal.  This  was  made  possible  because  of 
the  shortage  of  cars  everywhere,  anf  especially  at  Pittsburg  and  in  some  dis¬ 
tricts  in  Ohio,  where  coal  is  now  being  rushed  lakewards  with  all  possible 
dispatch,  as  there  are  only  a  tew  days  more  of  lake  navigation.  This  par¬ 
tially  accounts  for  the  shortage  of  car  coal  of  some  varieties,  while  the  stricter 
enforcement  of  the  demurrage  law  has  something  to  d)  with  the  delay  in  ship¬ 
ments  from  mines  and  receipts  in  and  around  Chicago,  as  few  operators  care 
to  run  the  risk  of  accumulating  stocks  on  side  tracks.  Generally  speaking, 
there  is  a  stronger  feeling  in  the  market  on  soft  coal,  and,  though  prices  are 
not  much  higher,  there  is  much  less  willingness  on  the  part  of  sellers  to 
make  concessions.  Both  steam  and  domestic  coal  are  in  good  demand,  and 
the  outlook  is  considered  very  fair. 

Coke  also  feels  the  growing  scarcity  of  cars,  and  with  some  of  the 
shippers  there  is  quite  a  shortage  of  the  spot  article  for  foundry  use. 


‘f 


WHEELING,  W.  VA. 

November  17,  i8q8. 

Another  week  has  passed  with  nothing  new  but  increased  prosperity  all 
along  the  line  of  the  coal  industry  in  West  Virginia. 

The  shipments  >f  c&ke  and  coal  into  Wheeling  are  growing  steadily,  and 
quite  rapidly  since  the  cool  weather  set  in,  and  the  outlook  is  better  than  ever 
for  a  brisk  winter.  The  people  seem  amoly  able  to  buy  coal  to  keep  warm 
this  winter,  and  the  coal  men  are  correspondingly  pleased. 

The  foundry  and  furnace  demand  for  coke  is  good,  and  the  local  coal  mines, 
both  those  wnose  product  is  s  )ld  at  retail,  and  those  which  are  depended 
upon  to  supply  the  local  manufactories  are  all  busy,  and  miners  who  want  work 
have  no  trouble  getting  it. 

The  shipments  to  the  West  by  way  of  the  Wheeling  connecting  roads  con¬ 
tinue  moderately  good,  but  not  as  brisk  as  during  the  latter  part  of  the  summer. 
Over  the  river  in  the  eastern  Ohio  district,  the  operations  the  past  month  have 
shown  some  improvement,  but  that  does  not  mean  that  business  is  at  all  brisk. 
On  the  Cleveland,  Lorain  &  vVheeling  Railr  lad  the  mines  d  jwn  nearthe  Ohio 
river  have  gotten  an  average  of  ten  days  this  month  thus  far,  aad  that  is  the 
best  they  have  have  had  in  many  months.  There  is  some  hope  that  business 
will  continue  to  improve,  though  there  is  but  little  on  which  to  base  this 
belief. 

In  the  Fairmont  region,  there  is  absolutely  no  change  in  either  coal  orcoke 
production  or  shipment,  and  the  mines  are  working  along  about  as  they  have 
been  for  some  time. 

On  the  West  Virginia  Cen'ral  &  Pittsburg  Railroad,  to  describe  conditions 
would  merelv  be  to  repeat  the  good  reports  of  the  past  month  or  two. 

On  ihe  Norfolk  &  Western  there  continues  to  be  a  good  trade,  and  a  steadv 
demand  that  is  equal  to  the  capacity  of  the  region  to  supply  it.  This  dem  md 
comes  from  both  East  and  West,  the  latter  being  a  little  stronger  than  the  for¬ 
mer,  principally  because  there  is  a  larger  normal  consumption  in  thit  region. 
Coastwise  trade  from  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  is  good,  and  southern  ship¬ 
ments  are  large. 

The  Kanawha  Valiev  has  had  another  rise  of  the  river  to  help  it  out,  and 
business  among  the  river  mines  is  good.  The  rises  of  the  rivers  hive  been  a 
liitle  more  numerous  than  the  c  lal  men  might  wish,  and  there  is  some  fear 
that  a  reduction  in  prices  may  be  felt  as  a  result  of  the  large  stocks  wh  ch  are 
gathering  at  the  lower  river  ports.  The  rail  mines  are  doing  a  pretty  good 
business,  and  are  very  well  employed. 

In  the  New  River  region  there  is  no  change,  and  the  mines  are  working 
about  as  they  have  been  forsome  time. 

On  the  whole,  trade  is  good  everywhere  in  West  Virginia,  and  there  is  little 
room  for  complaint,  and  little  room  for  descriptive  writing  of  conditions. 


COXNELLSVILLE,  PA. 

Novembek  15,  1898. 

The  Courier  says:  “The  coke  production  last  week  in  the  Connellsville 
region  continued  us  upward  tendency,  making  four  successive  weeks  in  wh'ch 
the  list  ofactive  ovens  has  increased.  The  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Company  fired 
up  a  number  of  ovens  at  several  plants  and  are  making  p'eparations  to  fire  up 
more.  Among  the  latter  is  the  plant  called  Diamond,  formerly  classed  among 
the  McClure  ovens.  This  plant  embraces  sixty-six  ovens  and  they  have  been 
out  of  blast  since  the  boom  in  1895,  when  the  region  was  taxed  to  its  full 
capacity  to  fill  the  orders  demanded.  A  slight  reduction  in  the  working  time 
at  a  few  plants  kept  the  production  d  rwn  a  few  hundred  tons. 

“  The  car  supply  has  entered  again  into  the  proportions  of  the  production 
and  shipments.  Had  the  supply  been  more  adequate  last  week  the  shipments 
would  have  increased  even  more  than  they  did.” 

Freight  raies  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption,  are  as  follows: 

To  Pittsburg. . . . .  . . $0.55  To  St.  Louis.  Mo . $2.90 


To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley . 1.10 

To  Cleveland,  O . 1.40 

To  Buffalo,  N.  Y . 1.75 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 2.10 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 1.75 

To  Toledo,  O . 2.05 

To  Columbus.  O . 1.45 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . 2.25 

To  Louisville,  Ky . 2.75 

To  Chicago,  Ill . 2.25 


To  East  St.  Louis . 2.25 

To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

To  Joliet,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Peoria.  Ill . 2.25 

To  Baltimore . 1.95 

To  Boston . 3  50 

To  Montreal,  Can . 3.91^ 

To  New  York . 2.94 

To  Philadelphia . 2.15 


KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 

November  16,  1898. 

The  coal  operators  tributary  to  tne  Kansas  City  market  are  having  all 
kinds  of  trouble  to  supply  the  dem  an  1  for  coal  that  has  been  m  ide  on  th  -m 
for  the  last  thirty  days.  Only  asm  ill  per  cent  of  the  most  thrifty  consumers 
could  be  induced  to  take  any  coal  previous  to  the  month  of  October;  then 
along  about  the  mid  lie  of  the  m  mth  came  the  snow  st  >rm  about  which  we  have 
all  heard  so  much  as  being  a  record  breiker  for  this  territory.  Kansas  City 
was  nearer  a  coal  famine  th  in  ever  in  her  history  before.  Not  only  that,  but 
teams  for  hauling  c  lal  were  entirely  inadequate  to  the  demand  and  the  average 
retailer  is  still  figuring  up  how  m  ich  money  he  has  lo't  by  reason  of  not  being 
able  to  fill  all  his  pissible  demands.  Since  the  first  flurry  there  has  been 
some  let  up  to  the  emergency  orders,  but  a  strong  and  steady  demand  exists 
which  is  thus  far  beyond  the  capacity  to  satisfy.  Many  think  present  condi¬ 
tions  are  only  temporary  and  will  not  last.  This  may  be  so.  There  are  others 
inclined  to  believe  that  the  coal  trade  has  at  la-t  responded  to  the  popular 
“Expansion  ideas”  and  that  notwithstanding  weather  conditi  ns  may  remain 
normal,  there  will  be  anything  but  a  surplus  of  coal.  Certain  it  is  that  the 
number  of  mines  in  operation  are  far  behind  the  year  1892.  Those  that  are 
open  for  business  have  largely  reduc  -d  capacity  by  reason  of  the  light  demand 
and  unprofitable  results  of  the  la-t  five  years.  Men  are  scarce  everywhere. 
Add  to  this  the  fact  that  every  odd  switch  engine  and  road  engine  as  well  as 
lots  of  new  ones,  are  puffing  smoke  faster  and  harder  than  ever  before,  and 
there  may  be  some  reason  to  believe  that  perhaps  the  coal  bus  n  -ss  will  again 
assume  some  of  the  elements  of  respectability  after  all.  It  is  with  n  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  many  a  coal  man  that  the  few  years  preceding  1876  were  almost  p  ir- 
allel  with  the  last  five.  Yet  fro  n  1876  to  1890  there  was  some  m  mey  made  in 
the  coal  business.  Can  we  hope  to  enjoy  another  perioJ  of  reasonable  pros¬ 
perity?  We  will  agree  to  put  up  with  our  share  of  it  if  we  have  t ). 

Have  we  heard  anything  about  cars  being  scarce?  S  iffice  to  sav  that  next 
to  wife  and  baby,  the  dearest  sight  on  earth  right  now  is  a  string  of  “empties” 
going  into  the  mines. 

While  the  Kansas  Citv,  Pittsburg  &  Gulf  Railway  are  credited  with  having 
more  cars  to  the  mile  than  any  other  western  roa  1,  yet  thev  are  just  now  be¬ 
ginning  to  receive  400  new  ones.  This  will  very  much  help  out  the  shippers 
on  that  line. 

Hard  coal  seems  to  have  struck  a  temporary  bottom  in  this  market.  We 
have  seen  no  prices  for  less  than  S6.25  for  the  last  ten  d  tvs.  There  is  said  to 
be  a  scarcity  of  the  nut  size,  but  we  would  not  know  anything  about  it  here  if 
the  people  at  Chic  ago  had  not  m  ad  e  so  much  talk  abo  tt  ic.  We  are  glad  the 
Chicagodealers  are  getting  short  of  something  besides  harmony  and  decent 
prices. 

Here  is  a  hard  coal  story  that  will  probably  not  find  credence,  but  is  true 
all  the  same.  A  sal esn an,  while  out  in  his  territory,  wires  in  to  have  his 
house  tell  him  just  what  was  on  track  for  immel'ate  forwarding.  The  follow¬ 
ing  reply  was  sent:  “Six  stove,  two  nut  and  one  egg.”  The  re  leivin  g  opera'or 
either  thought  he  was  taking  a  cioher  message  or  else  he  did  not  prop  )se  to 
let  anything  out  of  his  office  that  did  not  make  good  sense,  for  he  handed  the 
salesman  the  following:  “Fix  the  stove,  do  not  want  any  eggs.” 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

November  12,  1898. 

During  the  week  there  h  ive  been  four  del  veries  of  coal  from  Washington 
with  11  950  tons,  two  from  British  Columbi a,  6,548  tons;  total,  18,498  tons.  No 
cargo  this  week  from  Great  Britain  or  Australia  although  there  are  several 
overdue,  and  the  total  arrivals  th'S  week  are  considerably  less  than  the  quan¬ 
tity  consumed.  Very  few  vessels  have  been  ad  led  to  our  coal  loading  list  from 
for-’ign  ports  for  the  oast  thirty  days,  and  but  few  will  be  added  for  the  next 
month  if  we  do  not  have  a  seasonable  rainfall  in  the  intervening  time.  Already 
coal  charter  rates  have  been  advanced  from  Great  Britain,  caused  by  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  local  rains,  although  it  is  certainly  very  early  yet  to  feel  at  all 
alarmed.  In  November  any  changes  in  the  f.  o.  b.  prices  of  Australian  coal 
for  the  ensuing  year  are  alw  lys  declared ;  so  far  the  schedule  has  not  been 
finally  named  for  1809,  althiugh  it  is  generallv  conceded  the  price  for  Walls- 
end  will  be  eivht  shillings  per  ton.  This  has  been  the  banner  year  for  the 
Northern  co’liedes,  as  they  have  had  the  fuel  market  under  their  absolute  con¬ 
trol,  the  quantity  of  competing  foreign  fuel  has  not  been  suffi  lent  to  disturb 
any  prices  they  might  establish. 

From  S'vanst'a  and  Australia  there  are  about  2i,o^o  tons  of  coal  to  arrive 
in  the  next  thirtvd.ays,  which  is  less  than  one  week’s  actual  consump  ion;  the 
deficit  must  be  delivered  from  the  Coast  collieries.  So  far  there  h  as  been  no 
intimation  that  any  change  of  values  will  be  made  in  fuel  for  domestic  uses 
this  winter. 


574 


[November  in 


The  Black  Diamond. 


FITTSnUlKJ,  FA. 

NoVe.mber  17,  1898. 

The  most  promiiieiii  feature  of  the  coal  situation  is  the  demand  for  lake 
coal  which  has  been  quite  urgent  for  several  weeks  past.  And  the  old  com¬ 
plaint  of  a  short  car  supjrly  is  still  heard.  The  railroad  officials  say  they  can 
do  no  better  than  they  are  doing  just  now  owing  to  the  heavy  demand  for  cars 
in  all  lines.  Of  course  the  owners  of  individual  cars  have  the  best  end  of  it, 
as  they  can  do  more  towards  hurrying  shipments.  It  is  stated  that  the  Cleve¬ 
land  coal  shippers  are  hurrying  their  Pittsburg  supplies,  as  they  fear  that  the 
lakes  are  to  close  up  rather  early  this  year.  The  railroad  coal  producers  in 
the  Pittsburg  district  are  doing  all  they  can  to  get  out  coal  and  make  up  as 
much  as  possible  for  the  past  bati  season. 

The  river  coal  men  were  favored  with  another  rise  during  the  past  week, 
which  took  out  about  5,000,000  bushels.  There  is  at  present  a  very  good  de¬ 
mand  for  coal  for  domestic  and  factory  use.  The  keen  competition  in  the 
trade  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  domestic  consumers  are  getting  their  coal  one 
cent  per  bushel  cheaper  now  than  they  did  a  year  ago,  although  general  busi¬ 
ness  conditions  are  much  better  now  than  they  were  at  that  time.  Some  of 
the  fourth  pool  coal  shippers,  however,  say  that  they  are  now  holding  prices 
firmer  than  for  some  time  past.  Local  prices  remain  without  change.  River 
coal  on  wharf  is  quoted  at  2iH^  per  bushel  for  lump;  run  of  mine  3j4c,  and 
slack  2'Xc-  Railroad  coal  is  82c  per  ton  at  mine,  $1.07  f.  o.  b.  at  Pittsburg. 

The  announcement  that  Joseph  Walton  &  Co.  have  discharged  the  major¬ 
ity  of  their  miners  and  will  soon  go  out  of  business,  has  caused  no  little  com¬ 
ment  among  coal  producers.  It  is  stated,  however,  that  this  action  of  the 
company  is  caused  largely  by  the  desire  of  the  legatees  of  Joseph  Walton  to 
distribute  and  close  up  the  estate.  Hence  it  is  not  owing  altogether  to  bad 
business  and  the  circumstances  at  present  surrounding  the  Monongahela  coal 
trade. 

In  his  speech  before  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  last  week  Mr.  Andrew 
Carnegie  declared  that  “there  was  no  doubt  that  high  freight  rates  have  impeded 
what  would  have  been,  under  fairercharges  of  transportation,  the  larger  legit¬ 
imate  growth  of  Pittsburg.”  This  sentiment  has  been  heartily  endorsed  by 
the  coal  operators,  and  it  is  now  quietly  reported  that  the  question  of  discrim¬ 
ination  will  be  brought  before  the  interstate  commerce  commission  before 
long. 

The  Overton  coal  field,  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  Connellsville  coke  region, 
is  now  worked  out,  and  the  coke  ovens  and  tenements  will  be  purchased  by 
the  owners  of  adjoining  territory. 

W  H.  brown’s  Sons,  after  a  conference  with  the  officials  of  the  miners’ 
organization,  have  agreed  to  pay  scale  rates  at  once.  This  closes  the  trouble 
in  the  third  pool,  the  miners  having  won  out. 


DULUTH  AND  SUFERIOK. 

November  16,  i8g8. 

Hard  coal  has  not  advanced  this  month,  as  was  expected,  but  remains  as 
it  was.  Shipments  are  light,  and  some  companies  report  a  scarcity  of  nut  and 
egg.  Aside  from  a  small  concession  made  by  a  shipper  who  undertook  to 
secure  new  business  along  the  Iron  Range  road,  prices  remain  firm,  and  regu¬ 
lar  sizes  are  quoted  at  $4  25  and  pea  at  $3.25,  with  a  disposition  to  ask  for  more 
money  for  nut  and  egg  sizes,  of  which  there  is  a  scarcity.  If  the  stringency 
in  the  car  supply  in  the  east,  coupled  with  the  disposition  of  vessels  to  return 
west  without  coal  cargoes,  continues,  it  seems  safe  to  assume  that  hard  coal 
will  command  higher  prices  soon. 

There  seems  to  be  no  change  in  the  soft  coal  market  and  the  new  prices 
which  took  effect  November  i  are  well  maintained.  While  lower  prices  are 
sometimes  rumored  it  has  been  found  upon  investigation  that  they  apply  to 
options  secured  b,  fore  the  advance.  Occasional  inrjuiries  are  reported  from 
those  whose  contracts  made  early  in  the  season  have  expired,  obliging  them  to 
look  about  for  another  supply  of  coal . 

The  mild  weather  has  been  having  its  effect  on  sales  and  both  wholesale 
and  retail  deliveries  have  dropped  off  during  the  past  week.  If  present  condi¬ 
tions  continue  some  time  coal  will  only  move  asthe  demand  requires  it  to  meet 
consumption. 

The  (October  report  of  coal  receipts  at  Lake  .Superior  ports  gave  85,366 
tons  of  hard  and  299,924  tons  of  soft  coal. 


ST.  FAI  L  AND  3IINNEAF0LIS,  3HNN. 

November  16,  1898. 

The  coal  trade  in  this  section  of  tUe  country  report  business  very  dull  and 
the  weather  is  principally  responsible  for  this  condition  of  affairs.  Dealers  are 
doing  no  purchasing  worth  mentioning,  and  like  Micawber  of  Dickens’  fame, 
seem  to  be  waiting  for  something  to  turn  up.  Large  dealers  complain  of  the 
scarcity  of  cars,  but  this  has  always  been  the  case  at  this  time  of  the  year  in 
the  past,  though  this  year  the  “holler”  has  been  louder  and  more  continuous 
than  usual. 

The  retail  trade  is  not  very  brisk,  but  a  little  seasonable  weather,  such  as 
we  had  a  few  weeks  ago,  will  put  this  branch  of  the  coal  industry  in  good 
shape. 

The  Rock  Springs  Coal  Co.  and  other  Wyoming  concerns  are  unable  to 
secure  enough  miners,  and  a  representative  passed  through  this  city  last  Mon¬ 
day  bound  for  the  scene  of  the  recent  trouble  in  the  Illinois  coal  fields,  where 
he  expects  to  get  one  hundred  or  more  experienced  miners  to  migrate  to  the 
Wyoming  coal  fields. 

One  of  the  surprising  incidents  of  the  week  was  the  announcement  that  a 
receiver  had  been  appointed  for  the  Pennsylvania  &  Ohio  Fuel  Co.  It  seems 
that  the  trouble  is  only  temporary  and  the  assets,  it  is  said,  will  more  than 
cover  the  liabilities.  The  chief  cause  of  the  trouble  was  the  big  strike  of  1897 
when  this  firm  dropped  3f2oo,ooo  in  filling  contracts  with  high  priced  coal. 

Your  correspondent  found  several  dealers  trying  to  figure  out  how  the 
Charles  Nitz  Coal  Co.,  the  firm  that  secured  the  contract  for  furnishing  the 
Water  Board,  of  St.  Paul,  with  fuel  for  55.074.  were  going  to  make  anything  at 
this  low  figure.  The  Nitz  Company  could  probably  enlighten  them  on  this 
subject  if  they  so  desired. 

Coal  of  good  (|uality  has  been  found  at  Gladstone,  N.  D.,  and  two  mines 
have  been  opened  up  within  100  yards  of  the  Northern  Pacific  tracks.  The 
Northern  Pacific  Company  are  testing  a  501011  steel  hopper  bottom  coal  car 
and  great  things  are  expected  of  it. 

The  Pioneer  Fuel  Company  have  opened  an  office  at  Fargo,  N.  D. 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

November  17,  1898. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  coal  situation  this  week.  Scarcity  of  cars,  active 
demand  and  unchanged  prices  continue  to  prevail. 

Shipments  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  November  12th 
aggregated  65,230  tons,  distributed  as  follows:  Chicago  39,350,  Milwaukee  10,- 

800,  Racine  800,  Ste.  Mane  300.  This  is  a  small  movement  for  this  time  of 
the  year  but  this  week  s  shipments  will  be  considerably  heavier. 

Coal  ireights  have  taken  quite  a  jump  during  the  past  week.  The  rate  to 
Chicago  and  Milwaukee  is  now  40  cents,  but  the  principal  change  is  in  the 
rate  to  the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  which  has  jumped  from  25  cents  to  40  cents. 
I  he  rates  to  the  various  ports  are  as  follows:  Chicago  40  cents,  Milwaukee  40 
cents,  Duluth  40  cents,  Superior  40  cents,  Toledo  50  cents.  Green  Bay  50  cents 
Gladstone  40  cents,  Racine  60  cents,  Ste.  Marie  50  cents  ^  ^ 

All  the  coal  here  for  shipment  has  been  contracted  at  the  advanced  rates. 
Just  at  present  there  are  quite  a  number  of  boats  which  would  be  glad  to  get 
cargoes,  but  there  is  no  coal  to  be  had.  Prophecies  about  coal  freights  have 
been  rather  uncertain  for  the  past  month,  but  vessel  agents  think  the  present 

that  there  is  not  much  prospect  of  any  change 
to  Lake  Superior  or  to  Lake  Michigan  for  a  little  time  to  come. 

Ihe  total  receipts  of  anthracite  coal  at  Milwaukee  up  to  November  ist 
are  619.938  tons,  and  the  total  of  bituminous  to  the  same  date  is  565.014  tons. 
Last  years  anthracite  receipts  to  November  ist,  were  460,961  tons,  and  bitum- 
inous  457.697  tons.  The  receipts  of  both  kinds  to  November  i,  1898,  aggre¬ 
ss  a  ^ November  I,  1897,  916,658  tons;  an  increase  for 
1090  ot  266,293  tons. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

November  18,  1898. 

In  spite  of  somewhat  colder  weather,  no  improvement  in  either  prices 
“^'tiand  IS  noticeable  in  the  St.  Louis  bituminous  market.  Quotations  are  a 
shade  lower,  if  anything,  than  last  week.  S1.05  per  ton  for  standard  coal  is 
tlm  prevai  ing  car  lot  price  at  East  St.  Louis,  while  some  scalping  lots  are 
ottered  at  less.  If  present  conditions  continue  much  longer  it  looks  as  if  all 
of  the  recent  advance  would  be  lost  and  prices  drop  back  to  the  95  cent  figure 
ihe  tact  IS  the  bituminous  market  locally  is  glutted,  more  so  than  usuai 
at  this  time  of  year.  The  switch  yards  are  full,  shipments  from  mines  are 
coming  on  at  a  heavy  rate  at  East  St.  Louis  and  would  be  even  heavier  than 
they  are  were  it  not  for  a  continued  shortness  of  cars  and  lack  of  yard  room 
on  the  part  of  several  of  the  roads. 

Lhe  anthracite  market  continues  dull  and  featureless.  Demand  tends  to 
quickness.  Shipments  from  the  East  are  more  easily  obtained,  in  fact  the 
movement  IS  quite  free;  the  shortage  of  chestnut  has  been  remedied  and  prices 
while  nominally  the  same  as  for  several  weeks  past  are  a  shade  easier  in 
tact. 


{Market  Review  continued  from  page  J71.) 

tral  active  operations  are  seen  all  along  the  line.  Along  the  Nor¬ 
folk  &  Western  demand  for  fuel  is  strong  and  the  coal  and  coke 
trade  good.  The  Western  demand  is  now  somewhat  better  than 
the  Eastern;  while  coastwise  trade  from  Norfolk  and  Newport 
News  IS  good  and  Southern  shipments  large.  In  the  Kanawha 
Valley  another  rise  in  the  river  has  made  operations  active  at 
mines  supplying  that  trade,  but  fear  is  felt  that  the  large  stocks  at 
lower  ports  may  reduce  prices.  The  rail  mines  are  doing  well  and 
shipments  good.  In  the  New  River  district  work  at  the  mines 
and  ovens  is  fairly  active. 

Our  Kansas  City  correspondent  reports  a  car  scarcity  that  is 
giving  lots  of  trouble  to  the  operators  supplying  coal  and  that  the 
city  was  nearer  a  fuel  famine  than  ever  before  in  her  history. 
There  is  now  a  strong  and  steady  demand  which  is  beyond  the 
capacity  of  the  trade  to  fully  satisfy.  Hard  coal  has  struck  a 
temporary  bottom  and  prices  are  somewhat  firmer. 

Buffalo  advices  are  that  the  chief  features  are  scarcity  of  cars, 
active  demand,  unchanged  prices  and  higher  water  rates  on  coal.’ 
Shipments  of  coal  westward  by  lake  for  the  week  endino-  No¬ 
vember  12,  aggregated  65,230  tons,  distributed  as  follows:"’  Chi¬ 
cago,  39.350  tons;  Milwaukee,  lo.goo  tons;  Duluth,  5,000  tons; 
Superior,  3,000  tons;  Toledo.  2,680  tons;  Green  Bay,  2,400  tons; 
Gladstone,  800  tons;  Racine,  800  tons,  and  Ste.  Marie,  300  tons.’ 
This  is  a  small  movement  for  this  time  of  the  year.  Coal  freight 
to  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Lake  Superior,  is  40  cents;  Toledo, 
Ste.  Marie  and  Green  Bay,  50  cents,  and  Racine  60  cents. 

At  Pittsburg  an  urgent  demand  is  noted  for  lake  coal  but  the 
shortage  of  cars,  on  account  of  the  heavy  freight  traffic  on  all 
roads,  shows  no  improvement.  Another  rise  of  the  river  took 
down  5,000,000  bushels  of  coal  to  lower  ports.  Industrial  and 
domestic  demand  for  coal  are  equally  good.  St.  Louis  advices 
are  that  despite  the  colder  weather  there  is  no  improvement  in 
demand  or  prices  for  soft  coal;  if  anything  the  latter  are  a  little 
weaker.  The  market  is  burdened  with  an  over- supply  of  coal  of 
all  grades,  and  the  situation  would  be  worse  was  it  not  for  the 
shortness  of  cars. 

Duluth  and  Superior  advices  are  that  shipments  of  anthracite  are 
light  and  some  companies  report  a  shortage  of  nut  and  egg  coal, 
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ON  THE  WING. 


„ 

Mr.  Geo.  W.  Bright,  president  of  the  St.  Paul  and  Western  Coal  Co.,  Sf 
Paul,  Minn.,  spent  a  day  pleasantly  in  Chicago  this  week. 

*  .. 

9ic  3t: 

Capt.  L.  R.  Doty,  of  Northern  Fuel  Co.,  St.  Paul.  M  inn.,  with  offices  in  the 
Fisher  building,  Chicago,  has  just  returned  from  an  Eastern  trip. 

*  * 

Mr.  J.  C.  Batchellor,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,sa’es  agent  of  the  Delaw.ire  &  Hudson 
Canal  Co.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  on  business  connected  with  his  c  )mpaay, 

* 

*  * 

The  corrected  figures  of  the  anthracite  shipments  for  the  month  of  Octo¬ 
ber  are  4,765,000  tons,  making  32,757,000  tons  for  the  first  ten  months  of  the 
year. 


3  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Benjamin,  general 
Cincinnati,  is  again,  we  are  gla  1  to 
weeks’  siege  of  sickness. 


*  * 

CO  il  trade  agent  of  the  C.  N  O.  R.  R.> 
heir,  atten  bag  to  business  after  a  foar- 


* 

*  * 


General  Manager  H.  N.  Taylor,  of  the  General  Wilmington  Coal  Co.,  355 
Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  says:  “All  the  mines  of  our  company  are  running 
full  time  both  in  Illinois  and  Iowa.” 


* 

*  * 


J.  H.  Rhodes,  of  the  Lehigh  \  alley  Coal  Company,  and  J.  H.  Sessions,  of 
the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  were  in  Duluth  this  week 
The  fire  in  the  latter’s  dock  has  been  extinguished. 

* 

*  * 

The  firm  of  G.  D.  Rowell  &  Co.,  coal  dealers,  at  Appleton,  Wis.,  are  clos¬ 
ing  out  their  business  and  will  devote  the  whole  of  their  energies  and  time  to 
the  manufacture  and  sales  of  the  “Sampson”  car  movers. 

■N- 

The  property  of  the  Standard  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  has 
been  ordered  to  be  sold  for  debts  of  $300,000.  It  owns  valuable  coal,  timber 
and  mineral  lands  in  Campbell  county,  Tenn.  A  reorganized  company  will 
probably  purchase  the  property  and  develop  it  on  an  extnded  scale. 

* 

*  * 

Receipts  of  anthracite  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  to  Nov.  i,  were  619,93$  tons, 
and  of  bituminous  coal,  565,013  tons.  The  aggregate  receipts  of  anthracite  for 
the  season  of  navigation  are  expected  to  fall  below  those  of  1897,  because  of 
the  extraordinarily  heavy  shipments  made  last  year  subsequent  to  November  1. 

:k  * 

The  L.  G.  Burnham  Mutu  il  B  enefit  Association  held  its  first  annual  smoke 
and  talk  in  Chickering  hall,  Washington  anJ  Northampton  streets,  Boston, 
Mass.,  Nov.  9,  about  250  men  being  present.  Advantage  of  the  occasion  and 
meeting  was  taken  to  present  Mr.  Burnham,  who  is  president  of  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Coal  Co.,  with  a  crayon  portrait  of  himself. 

ik  ok 

According  to  reports  from  the  head  of  the  lakes  coal  men  are  very  doubt¬ 
ful  if,  with  the  amount  of  fuel  still  to  arrive  from  Erie  ports,  that  they  will  have 
enough  to  last  them  until  the  opening  of  navigation.  The  rush  of  coal  from 
thence  to  interior  points  in  the  northwest  is  active  on  both  bituminous  and  an¬ 
thracite  coal.  A  fairly  cold  winter  would  create  a  shortage. 

* 

*  * 

The  Michigan  Standard  Coal  Co.,  Saginaw,  Mich  ,  has  been  organized  by 
the  election  of  the  following  officers:  President,  Joseph  Re'ss;  Vice-President, 
Charles  W.  Liken;  Secretary,  X.  B.  Konkel;  Treasurer,  A.  Lipinski.  The  cap¬ 
ital  of  the  company  is  $25,000.  The  concern  has  va!u  ible  holdings  of  coal  land 
at  Schewaing  and  has  commenced  the  sinking  of  a  new  shaft. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  Charles  R.  White,  member  cf  the  firm  of  Gillmore,  M eredith  &  Co, 
agent  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Co.  at  Baltimore  for  many  years,  died  on  Tues¬ 
day,  the  8th  instant,  after  a  long  illness,  of  Bright’s  disease.  Mr.  White  has 
been  associated  with  the  coal  trade  practically  all  his  life  and  with  the  above 
firm.  He  leaves  a  widow  and  four  children.  The  interment  took  place  on 
Thursday. 

*** 

Mr.  C.  J.  Wittenberg  was  awarded  the  contract  of  20,000  tons  for  pea  co  il 
to  be  supplied-the  Brooklyn  waterworks.  The  price  we  understand  is  $2.59  a 
ton.  This  contract  it  will  be  remembered  was  in  the  market  some  months  ago, 
but  owing  to  there  being  but  one  bidder  the  contract  was  not  awarded.  The 
present  price  is  aloout  25  cents  a  ton  higher  than  the  figures  tendered  them  in 
the  last  bid. 

*  * 

Mr.  R.  E.  Harris,  Omaha,  Neb.,  who  was  called  to  Wyoming,  Pa.,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  death  of  his  father  some  ten  days  ago,  stopped  off  at  Chicago  on 
Thursday,  November  17,  to  buy  coal  on  his  return  home.  Mr.  Harris  says: 
“Nearly  all  the  collieries  in  the  Wyoming  valley  are  running  on  full  time,  but 
that  shipments  are  not  as  large  as  they  would  be  if  cars  were  more  plentiful.” 
He  made  a  pleasant  call  at  the  office  of  The  Black  Dia.\io.\d. 


The  station  on  the  Peninsula  Division  of  the  Chicago  &  Noithwestern 
R.  R.  now  known  as  West  Gladstone,  will  hereafter  be  called  Chaison.  There 
will  be  no  agent  at  this  point.  A  new  station,  known  as  West  Gladstone,  has 
b-;en  e.stablished  i  33-100  miles  north  of  Bay  Siding,  or  2  27-100  miles  south  of 
Chaison.  where  the  business  formerly  done  at  the  old  location  of  West  Glad¬ 
stone  has  bem  transferred  and  will  be  continued.  An  agent  will  be  in  charge 
of  this  new  station. 


*  * 

A  correspondent  at  Lincoln,  Neb.,  writes:  “The  coal  market  has  been 
better  this  year  than  for  a  long  time.  Sales  are  from  30  to  50  per  cent  larger 
than  last  year  and  the  greater  proportion  of  them  are  cash  sales.  Last  year 
there  were  tons  and  tons  of  hard  coal  sold  at  an  actual  loss  to  the  dealers 
simply  because  someone  started  in  to  slash  prices  and  afterthe  warhad  started 
it  could  not  be  stopped.  This  year  a  more  reasonable  condition  of  things  pre¬ 
vails  and  the  dealers  are  benefited.” 

* 

*  * 

An  unusually  brilliant  wedding  and  one  of  much  local  importance 
celebrated  in  Christ  Church,  Cincinnati,  at  high  noon  November  13,  1898, 
was  that  of  Miss  Katherine,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Howard  Hinkle,  and 
•Mr.  George,  son  of  Mr.  and  .Mrs  M.  E.  Ingalls.  The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Boyd 
V’incent  and  the  Rev.  Wilder  officiated  at  the  ceremony.  Mr.  Ingalls  and 
bride  left  the  Quoen  City  for  a  three  weeks’  trip  east  :n  their  private  car.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  P.  Bowen  of  Chicago  were  among  the  guests. 

*  * 

The  Jeffery  Manufacturing  Co.  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  have  recently  taken  up 
the  manufacture  of  the  Columbian  separator,  screen  and  bolter,  and  advise  us 
hat  they  have  erected  an  experimental  machine  at  their  works  for  the  testing 
of  such  material  as  may  be  sent  them  for  that  purpose.  Parties  interested  in 
the  screening  or  separating  of  cement,  cement  clinker,  ore,  phosphate  rock, 
marble,  fertilizer  materi  ils,  bone  ash,  plaster  paris,  sand,  coal,  earth,  clay,  etc,, 
etc.,  can  secure  further  data  and  prices  by  addressing  the  manufacturers. 

* 

*  * 

The  usefulnessof  the  Fox  river  for  the  purpose  of  navigatioa  is  becom'ng 
more  and  more  apparent  each  season.  The  last  scheme  is  to  supply  the  pa¬ 
per  mills  and  cities  along  the  Fox  river  valley  with  coal  by  water,  all  the  way 
from  the  east.  Heretofore  the  coal  for  Kaukauna,  Appleton,  Oshkosh,  and 
other  valley  towns,  has  been  ship  ped  by  rail.  The  cargoes  are  taken  to  De 
Pere,  where  the  vessels  are  unloaded  into  large  scows.  These  are  then  towed 
up  river  to  their  destination  In  this  manner,  it  is  reported,  a  cheaper  rate  can 
be  secured. 

* 

*  * 

.4n  official  settlement  of  the  troubles  between  the  Chicago-\'irden  Coal 
Co,,  and  the  miners  at  Virden,  III.,  wis  happily  consummated  on  Wednesday, 
November  16,  and  the  mines  will  resume  operation  at  once.  According  to  the 
terms  of  the  agreement  reached  between  the  miners’  officials  and  the  company 
the  miners  will  receive  40  cents  a  ton  for  pick  mining  and  33  cents  for  machine 
mining.  The  meeting  was  h  I'm  niio  ts  th'ou  jhout  and  a  conciliatory  spirit  of 
fairness  prevailed  during  the  conference,  which  was  held  in  the  offices  of 

the  company  in  the  Western  Union  building,  Chicago. 

* 

*  * 

Officials  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  made  a  fair  test  of  the  two  mam¬ 
moth  pumps  in  the  new  No.  40  slope  at  Hazleton,  Pa.,  this  week.  The  puai  )s 
are  to  be  used  in  lifting  the  water  accumulating  at  the  bottom  of  the  slope. 
The  water  is  pumped  perpendicularly  to  the  mouth  of  a  slope  a  distance  of 
over  500  feet.  At  last  night’s  test  one  of  the  pumps  threw  a  body  of  water  10 
a  height  of  545  feet,  which  is  said  to  beat  anything  on  record.  This  same 
pump,  in  six  hours’  time  showed  a  capacity  of  1.300,000  gallons.  The  pumps 
have  been  put  in  at  a  cost  of  $75,000,  and  are  giants  in  construction  and 
power. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  J.  Corbett,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  were  in  Chicago  for  several 
d  lys  this  week,  to  attend  the  wedding  of  Mr.  Corbett’s  younger  brother,  Mr. 
M.  Leo  Corbett  to  MissMieJ.,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Devlin,  599 
South  Albany  avenue,  this  city,  the  ceremony  taking  place  at  St.  Agatha’s 
church  on  the  West  Side,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  15.  Mr.  E.  J.  Corbett  will 
be  remembered  by  some  of  the  coal  trade  of  Chxago,  as  he  was  with  Turney 
and  Jones  when  they  had  offices  at  225  Dearborn  street,  and  whom  he  left  in 
1891  to  engage  in  the  coal  business  for  himself  in  Detroit.  Mr.  Corbett  made 
a  pleasant  call  at  the  offices  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

*  * 

A  large  dealer  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  writes:  “The  car  famine  has  continued 
for  several  weeks  and  there  is  no  relief  in  sight  yet.  We  have  been  expecting 
the  railr.ind  companies  to  take  some  measures  to  have  the  cars  along  their 
lines  uni  aded  faster,  but  so  far  as  we  can  see  nothing  has  been  done.  We 
are  being  compelled  to  substitute  high-priced  coil  for  low-priced  steam  coil 
in  order  to  fill  o  ir  contracts.  Of  course,  we  lose  money  on  every  ton  used  in 
that  way,  but  that  is  the  only  thing  we  can  do  in  order  to  keep  our  trade. 
Wholesale  prices  have  advinced  5  to  15  cents  per  ton  as  co  il  has  become 
scarce  and  if  the  shortage  continues,  still  higher  figures  may  be  looked  for.” 
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The  Greenridge  mities  in  Macoupin  county,  Illinois,  which  are  in  the 
same  district  as  Virden,  operated  and  owned  by  G’Gara,  King  &  Co.,  Western 
Un  on  building,  Chicago,  wi  1  resume  work  on  ihe  basis  of  40  cents  for  pick 
mining  and  33  cents  for  michine  mining.  The  settlement  was  amicably 
effected  by  the  representatives  of  O'Gara,  King  &  Co.  and  the  miners’ 
officials. 

* 

Mr.  D.  P.  Hyatt,  Detroit,  Mich.,  the  pub’isher  and  compiler  of  the  only 
telegraph  code  devoted  exclusively  to  coal  and  coke,  is  constantly  making 
additions  to  the  initial  volume,  the  latest  being  a  number  of  pages  which  con¬ 
tains  a  key  to  car  numbers  and  initials.  The  value  of  this  code  as  a  money- 
saver  is  beginning  to  be  appreciated  by  the  coal  trade  and  Mr.  Hyatt  says 
that  M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co..  Cleveland,  have  sent  in  an  order  for  twelve,  which 
goes  to  show  that  if  it  pays  this  company  to  purchase  twelve  copies  of  this 

code,  it  would  pay  other  coal  firms  to  at  least  investigate  it. 

* 

*  * 

A  scientific  commentary  on  the  Welsh  coal  pits  after  the  strike  is  given  by 
a  leading  London  journal.  It  states  that  it  took  more  than  two  months  after 
the  long  strike  of  1875  to  place  the  pits  in  working  order,  but  with  regard  to 
the  last  strike,  as  soon  as  the  conditions  of  peace  were  provisional  y  settled  the 
collier  could  descend  the  shaft  and  get  to  the  face  with  little  more  diffi  ulty 
than  he  experienced  in  the  month  of  March.  This  our  authority  regards  as  a 
triumph  of  modern  engineering.  “More  powerful  pumping  engines,  improved 
mechmical  methods  of  ventilation,  even  the  difference  in  the  quality  of  the 
brattice  cloth,  to  say  nothing  of  a  more  liberal  use  of  pit  props,  mark  a  great 

distinction  in  the  economy  of  the  pit  between  those  days  of  old  and  now.” 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  R.  J.  Mefford,  Superintendent  of  the  Hocking  Valley  docks,  Toledo, 
Ohio,  speaking  of  modern  coal  handling  facilities,  siys;  “All  records  were 
broken  at  the  Hocking  docks  in  Toledo  by  the  use  of  the  Brown  rapid  coal 
loading  machine.  Recently  the  steam  ;r  Superior  City,  of  6,000  tons  capacity, 
arrived  at  the  dock  for  coal.  She  commenced  loading  at  6:15  a.  m.  and  fin¬ 
ished  at  1 1  :;5  p.  m.,  receiving  a  total  of  5,923  tons.  Allowing  two  hours’  delay 
for  dinner  and  supper  for  the  workmen,  this  shows  actual  working  time  of 
15  hours,  or  at  the  rate  of  382  tons  per  hour  for  the  total  time.  For  the  day’s 
work  of  1 1  hours  there  was  loaded  175  cars,  or  432  tons  per  hour.  When  we  con¬ 
sider  the  short  time  since  1,000  tons  was  considered  a  big  day’s  work,  we  can 
realize  the  remarkable  advance  in  the  facilites  for  this  business.” 

♦ 

Our  Kansas  City  correspondent  writes  that  “The  general  car  accountant 
of  the  Kansas  City,  Pittsburg  and  Gulf  Railroad,  Mr.  C.  A.  Atkinson,  has  pat¬ 
ented  and  put  into  operation  a  new  and  novel  arrangement  for  keeping  tab  on 
the  cars  on  that  system.  In  a  large  room  is  about  sixty  feet  of  track  in  imita. 
tion  of  a  railroad.  This  represents  the  line  from  Kansas  City  to  Port  Arthur. 
Every  station  is  shown,  as  well  as  every  train  moving  and  each  car  composing 
the  train  an  1  those  standing  on  side  tracks.  A  properly  numbered  card  repre¬ 
sents  the  car,  and  as  the  actual  movement  takes  place  on  the  road,  a  similar 
move  is  m  ide  on  the  miniature  road,  never  less  than  five  minutes  later.  Should 
the  car  become  wrecked  or  go  into  the  ditch,  this  also  is  shown.  The  old 
Chinese  puzzle  of  sticking  pins  on  an  easel  is  done  away  with,  and  any  patron 
of  the  road  can  see  at  a  glance  where  the  cars  ‘Are  at.’ 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  S.  J.  Patterson,  Dayton,  Ohio,  is  nothing  if  not  original  in  his  circulars 
to  the  coal  trade.  His  “Thanksgiving”  circular  is,  to  say  the  least,  unique.  It 
consists  of  a  three-folder  card  with  a  picture  of  a  trussed  turkey  in  a  dripping 
pan  ready  for  the  oven  on  the  left,  under  which  is  a  2'A  inch  needle  case: 
“The  point  is  within;”  while  on  the  left  are  the  fixings— pumpkin,  squash, 
cranberries,  pie,  apples,  celery,  jug  of  cider,  etc.,  while  on  the  center  card 
Mr.  Patterson  conveys  his  good  wishes  to  his  friends  for  an  enjoyable  day. 
He  says;  “Of  course  we  couldn’t  send  you  a  real  mince  pie  or  a  rz-a/ turkey, 
but  we  do  send  a  basting  needle,  all  threaded  for  sewing  up  the  turkey. 
(See  the  point?)”  Mr.  Patterson  also  adds:  “By  the  way,  there’s  another 
point  we  want  to  mention — Old  Lee  anthracite.  You  know  it  is  all  right;  no 
need  to  say  more.  Write  us  for  latest  prices.” 

* 

*  * 

Our  Duluth  and  Superior  correspondent  writes:  E.  M.  Platt  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Ohio  Fuel  company  was  here  this  week  and  said  of  the  recent 
developments  in  connection  with  his  company  that  it  had  the  appearance  of  a 
failure,  but  it  was  not  and  that  no  complications  would  arise  out  of  the  matter 
which  would  affect  the  company’s  interests  in  the  northwest  at  least.  Mr, 
Platt  says  the  real  cause  of  the  application  was  the  demand  of  Eastern  bond¬ 
holders  for  the  immediate  redemption  of  the  company’s  bonds,  because  an  in' 
stallment  was  not  promptly  paid,  and  the  application  for  a  receiver  was  the 
result  of  an  amicable  arrangement  for  the  protection  of  the  company.  Mr. 
Platt  says  further  that  the  lords  were  issued  two  years  ago,  when  the 
Pennsylvania  &  Ohio  Coal  company  and  the  Turney  &  Jones  company  con¬ 
solidated.  The  bonds  were  purchased  by  New  York  investors.  The  company 
has  a  large  number  of  contracts  on  hand  and  plenty  of  coal  to  fill  them. 


The  Breckenr  dge  C  innel  Coal  Co.,  after  an  existence  of  fifty  years,  has 
deci  led  to  ce  ise  as  a  factor  in  industri  al  life  at  Louisville  and  Cloverport,  Ky. 
The  News,  of  Cloverport,  says;  “  The  comp  iny  owns  and  controls  3,800  acres 
of  valuable  land  in  this  and  Hancock  county,  which  it  is  having  surveyed  into 
sm  all  tracts  to  sell  to  farmers.  Only  the  surface  is  being  d  sp  ised  of,  the 
mineral  rights  being  reserved.  The  c  innel  coal  deposits  are  about  exhausted, 
and  IS  said  to  have  been  the  finest  quality  known.  Before  the  days  of  petro¬ 
leum  it  was  used  for  the  production  of  illuminating  oil,  a  large  plant  having 
been  located  at  Cloverport  for  that  purpose.  The  company  has  spent  fully 
82,000,000  in  developing  the  cannel  coal  fields  of  this  section,  and,  while  it  has 
had  large  returns,  owing  to  the  reckless  management  of  the  concern  in  the 
past,  the  investment  has  never  been  profitable.  In  late  years  a  orofitable 
market  has  been  found  in  every  large  city  in  this  country  and  Europe,  where 
large  gas  plants  were  located.  The  coal  was  used  as  an  enricher  for  gas  and 
commanded  a  splendid  price.  The  mines  will  close  November  30.” 


LLNK-BELT  STEAM  WEIGH  BOX,  ETC. 

The  accompanying  illustration  affords  a  partial  view  of  the  steel  tipple 
building  at  the  No.  1  shaft  of  the  Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Spring  Valley,  111., 
and  shows,  what  is,  probably,  the  m  >st  perfect  arrangement  at  present  in  use 
for  weighing  and  screening  bituminous  coal  at  a  mine. 

It  consists  of  a  steam-operated  weigh  box  and  a  pair  of  shaking  screens. 
The  shaking  screens  are  arranged  to  make  four  different  sizes  of  coal,  deliver¬ 
ing  them  either  severally,  or  in  various  combinations,  to  cars  on  the  four  tracks 
shown.  As  the  lump  coal  at  this  mine  is  verv  largely  loaded  into  box  cars  on 
the  outer  track,  a  special  apron  has  been  fitted  to  the  end  of  the  screen  in  such 
a  wav  that  it  can  he  cpiicklv  and  easily  rem  ived  from  or  entered  into  a  box 


car,  or  adjusted  to  load  an  open  car.  To  do  this  only  requires  as  long  as  is  re¬ 
quired  in  the  case  of  a  box  car  to  enter  the  reciprocat  ng  box  car  lo  ider  used 
at  this  place,  or  in  the  case  of  the  open  car,  to  bring  the  car  into  position 
under  the  apron.  .  ,  . 

The  entire  apparatus  has  a  capacity  for  weighing  and  screening  four  pit 
cars  per  minute,  and  was  invented,  built  and  erected  in  running  order,  by  the 
Link-Belt  Machinery  Co.,  of  Chicago. 

A  visit  to  this  mine  is  well  worth  the  time  of  any  coal  operator,  as  the  en¬ 
tire  equipment,  including  screening  and  loading  arrangements,  the  steel 
tipple  buildings,  hoisting  engines,  Capell  fans,  shaft  bottom,  and,  in  fact, 
everything  about  the  plant  is  of  the  very  best  which  can  be  obtained;  and  as 
stated,  constitutes,  what,  as  a  whole,  is  probably  the  most  complete  ap¬ 
paratus  above  and  below  ground  of  its  kind  in  existence  in  the  bituminous 
coal  fields  of  the  United  States. 


Irwin  &  Williams  are  new  dealers  at  Atlantic  Highlands,  N.  J. 

E.  B.  Ashton,  Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  has  bought  the  D.  &  H.  yard  at  that  place. 

H.  E.  Gray  has  recently  started  in  the  retail  coal  business  at  Brooklyn, 

Md. 

Charles  Neal,  Claremont,  N.  H.,  has  purchased  the  business  of  S.  P. 
Wiley. 

City  Sealer  Mott  and  his  assistants,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  will  keep  a  sharp 
lookout  for  short-weight  coal  this  fall.  Mott  said,  Monday:  “I  have  already 
discovered  drivers  delivering  short-weii;ht  tons  of  coal,  but  on  examination  of 
the  books  the  owners  of  the  yards  proved  the  load  was  part  of  large  orders, 
the  full  amount  of  which  was  being  delivered.  Orders  were  issued  in  every 
case  to  make  wut  the  tickets  with  the  exact  weight  of  the  load  on.  <  r  the 
drivers  will  be  arrested  and  vigorously  prosecuted.  Even  if  the  load  is  part 
of  a  large  order,  the  ticket  shou'd  tell  the  exact  weii;ht  of  the  load.  An  ex¬ 
ample  will  be  made  of  some  dealers  if  they  are  caught  selling  short  weight.” 


No.  21.] 


TThk  Black  Diamond. 
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ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 


Membership  of  the  Coal  Dealers*  Association  of  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin . 


New  Members:— 

Thos.  M.  Mordue,  Agent  Castner, 
Curran  &  Bullitt,  Chicago. 

C  &  O  Kuel  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. 

John  Wheeler,  Geneva,  111. 

James  Eager  &  Son,  Batavia,  Ill. 

Total . 


Morris  Bros.  &  Hoyt,  Elburn,  Ill- 
Perault  Bros..  Morrison,  Ill. 
Geneva  Lumber  Co.,  St. Charles, Ill. 
Hunter  &  Griffith,  Batavia,  Ill. 
Chas.  Johnson,  Batavia,  Ill. 

9 

389 
579 
I  77 
■  83 


Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio. 
Membership  of  the  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Association 
Membership  of  the  Indiana  Coal  Association . 


should  be  prevented,  and  can  be,  by  co-operation  and  organization,  and  the  of¬ 
fering  of  rewards  for  panics  found  pilfering  cars,  that  they  may  be  caught  and 
prosecuted.  There  are  many  other  evils,  such  as  short  weight®,  delays  in  ship¬ 
ments,  refusing  cars,  manipulation  of  grades,  “dead  beating”  bids,  etc.,  that 
can  be  greatly  reduced,  if  not  entirely  cured,  by  hearty  and  earnest  co¬ 
operation. 

Such  associations  as  I  have  outlined  are  now  in  active  operation  in  Illi¬ 
nois,  Wisconsin,  Michigan,  Indiana  and  Ohio.  We  can,  I  leel  quite  sure,  or¬ 
ganize  one  in  Kansas  and  Missouri,  or  in  each  state  separately,  that  will  be  of 
great  benefit  and  profit  to  all  regular  and  legitimate  retail  coal  dealers. 

■  To  this  end  I  have  addressed  you,  hoping  to  receive  any  opinion  or  sug¬ 
gestion  you  may  have  to  make.  If  the  plan  meets  your  approval  we  can  call 
a  mass  meeting  of  retail  dealers  at  some  convenient  point  and  create  an  organ¬ 
ization  with  proper  officials,  etc. 

Kindly  let  me  hear  from  you  without  delay.  Very  truly  yours, 

S.  W.  Kniffin,  President. 


ANOTHER  MARKET  FOR  AMERICAN  MINING  MACHINERY. 


In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manifested  in  the  several 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  is  the 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 
interest  them. 

There  will  be  an  open  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  in  the  club  room  of  the  Plank- 
ington  House,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  November  22,  1898. 

* 

^  * 

The  committee  would  be  pleased  to  have  every  coal  dealer  who  can  possi¬ 
bly  get  away,  attend  this  meeting,  as  matters  of  great  interest,  (not  only  to 
the  retail  dealer,  but  also  to  the  shipper  and  wholesale  dealer),  will  come  up 
for  consideration.  Do  not  forget  the  time  and  date. 

o,* 

*  * 

Secretary  F.  E.  Lukens,  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  writes:  “We  have  received  quite  a  good  many  letters  from  dealers 
living  in  the  vicinity  of  Milwaukee,  assuring  us  of  their  attendanceat  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  E  <ecutive  Committee,  which  will  be  held  at  the  Plankington  House, 
November  22nd.” 

*  * 

"We  sent  out  a  few  letters  the  other  day  to  shippers  and  retail  dealers 
asking  what  they  thought  of  the  offieial  bulletin  which  we  now  issue  each 
minth,  and  the  answers  we  received  havebeenof  a  very  highly  complimentary 
character.” 

■X- 

*  * 

“You  will  notice  that  we  are  getting  on  an  average  of  four  or  five  new 
members  every  week,  and  this  without  any  effort  on  our  part.  After  the  first 
of  December  we  expect  to  devote  a  great  deal  of  our  time  to  the  getting  of 
new  members,  and  we  fully  anticipate  that  we  will  have  at  least  500  strong  by 
the  first  of  the  year.  We  do  not  think  this  figure  too  high.” 

*  * 

*■ 

The  following  open  letter  to  the  retail  coal  dealers  of  Kansas  and  Mis¬ 
souri  from  S.  W.  Kniffin,  president  of  the  Kansas  Commercial  Coal  Co.,  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo.,  is  right  to  the  point  and  strikes  home  to  the  vital  interests  of 
the  legitimate  dealer  who  is  “in  it”  for  a  living.  A  glance  at  the  head  of  this 
column  will  show  what  strides  have  been  made  by  some  of  the  associations. 
Every  dealer  in  every  city  and  town  is  benefited  both  pecuniarily  and  in  his 
business  by  membership  in  these  organizations,  and  the  call  of  Mr.  Kniffin 
should  receive  the  earnest  support  and  prompt  attention  of  all  retail  coal  deal¬ 
ers  in  our  sister  states  of  Missouri  and  Kansas.  In  the  five  Central  Western 
states  of  Ohio.  Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  “scalping”  coal  to 
consumers  has  practically  ceased,  while  in  Ohio  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
tonnage  of  steam  coal  is  contracted  for  through  the  dealers  to  the  benefit  and 
profit  of  the  legitimate  trade: 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Nov.  2,  1898. 

To  the  Retail  Coal  Dealers  of  Kansas  and  Missottri. 

Gentlemen: — It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  about  time  that  the  legitimate  re¬ 
tailers  of  coal  within  the  states  of  Kansas  and  Missouri  took  some  action  to¬ 
wards  protecting  themselves  from  ‘‘illegitimate”  and  “scalping”  operators  and 
dealers,  and  put  themselves  upon  a  basis  that  will  insure  a  regular,  substantial 
and  profitable  business.  To  secure  this  there  must  be  organization  and  co-op¬ 
eration.  I  don’t  mean  such  co-operation  as  will  work  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  consumers,  but  on  the  contrary  to  their  protection  and  benefit.  As  you 
well  know,  there  are  a  multitude  of  irresponsible  “scalpers”  or  “winter”  deal¬ 
ers  who  go  into  the  business  for  a  few  months  of  each  year  and  sell  at  prices 
that  give  no  profit  to  themselves  or  regular  dealers.  These  “scalpers”  usu¬ 
ally  owe  the  last  party  from  whom  they  buy  coal  at  the  end  of  the  season. 

There  are  also  a  lot  of  “shyster”  operators  without  honor  and  without 
capital  who  go  into  the  coal  business  and  sell  so  long  as  they  can  get  coal  for 
nothing  by  “standing  off”  royalty  and  miners.  Such  operators  can  never  be 
depended  upon  when  you  need  coal  the  most. 

Again  there  is  a  class  of  operators  and  jobbers  who  go  into  a  town  and  if 
they  cannot  sell  to  a  regular  dealer,  will  start  some  drayman,  groceryman  or 
creamery  in  business  thereby  injuring  the  legitimate  ret  tilers  who  depend 
upon  the  coal  business  for  a  living.  This  should  be  stopped.  It  can  be  done 
by  regular  dealers  refusing  to  buy  from  such  operators  no  matter  how  low  a 
price  they  offer. 

Again  there  are  operators  and  wholesalers  who  sell  hard  coal,  smithing 
coal,  coke  and  soft  coal  to  consumers  by  single  car  lots  at  same  prices  made  to 
retailers,  when  such  sales  should  be  made  through  dealers.  This  ought  not  to 
be.  Regular  legitimate  dealers  ought  not  to  buy  from  such  operators  or 
jobbers. 

There  is  also  a  great  deal  of  stealing  from  cars  while  in  transit.  This 


Exclusive  reports  to  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum  lead  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  that  institution  to  the  opinion  that  there  are  opportunities  for  the  sale 
of  American  mining  mat  hinery  in  the  British  colony  of  lasmania,  comprising 
the  island  of  that  name,  lying  southeast  of  Australia,  if  proper  efforts  are  made 
to  secure  the  trade.  The  island  is  very  rich  in  mineral  deposits  and  a  report 
from  the  representative  of  the  Museum  at  Hobart,  Tasmania,  bearing  date  of 
September  16,  asserts  that  for  its  size  Tasmania  possesses  a  greater  number 
and  variety  of  mines  and  minerals  than  any  other  country.  He  says  the  mar¬ 
ket  for  all  kinds  of  mining  machinery  and  requisites  is  a  growing  one,  and 
likely  to  be  comparatively  extensive.  His  report  states  that  mining  lamps  are 
notin  general  use,  but  that  they  might  be  introduced  with  advantage.  Candles 
are  still  the  method  of  lighting  the  mines.  One  of  the  principal  brands  of 
picks  and  shovels  in  use  is  that  of  a  well-known  American  manufacturer. 

A  great  variety  of  mining  pumps  are  in  use,  some  of  them  being  of  Amer¬ 
ican  manufacture.  The  opinion  is  expressed  that  really  good  pumps  and  ven¬ 
tilating  plants,  at  reasonable  prices,  would  command  a  market.  At  present  a 
good  plant  costs  far  too  much,  and  when  cheap  ones  have  been  introduced 
they  have  been  found  ineffective.  Nearly  everv  mine  requires  a  pumping  plant 
as  soon  as  it  reaches  a  depth  of  too  feet.  There  is  a  growing  m.rrket  for  air 
compressors  and  rock  drills  of  a  reliable  make  and  competent  to  do  heavy 
work. 


SLABS  VS.  COAL. 


The  Republican  and  Leader,  of  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  makes  the  following 
statement  in  regard  to  a  test  made  recently  with  slabs  and  coal  at  the  water¬ 
works  in  that  city,  which  shows  a  possible  saving  of  nine  dollars  a  day  by  the 
use  of  coal: 

“The  test  made  at  the  pumping  station  of  the  value  of  different  kinds  of 
fuel  was  ended  yesterday.  The  result  as  to  quantity,  quality  and  economy, 
using  each  kind  of  fuel  eight  days  and  rating  the  same  at  one  million  gallons 


pumped,  was  as  follows: 

Pine  slabs  at  $1.75  per  cord . $4-45 

Hemlock  slabs  at  $1.75  per  cord .  365 

Illinois  Third  Vein  coal  at  $2.80  per  ton .  3.75 

Hocking  Valley  coal  at  83.75  per  ton .  4.01 

Pocahontas  coal  at  $4.00  per  ton .  3.46 


“Taking  July,  August  and  September,  three  months,  the  amount  pumped 
was  613.703  440  gallons,  or  an  average  of  6  670,690  gallons  per  day.  By  using 
pine  slabs  it  would  cost  the  city  at  the  rate  of  82968  per  day.  By  using  Poca¬ 
hontas  coal  it  would  cost  $21.01  per  day.  Balance  in  favor  of  Pocahontas  coal 
$8.67  per  day,  or  a  saving  of  $3,000  per  year.  From  the  results  obtained  the 
board  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  lowest  bidder  for  the  Pocahontas  coal.” 


WHY  COAL  IS  WASHED. 


The  object  of  the  coal  washing  plant  is  to  rid  the  coal  which  comes  from 
the  pit  of  all  stones,  slate,  shale,  pyrites  and  other  impurities,  with  which  it  is 
always  mixed  to  a  greater  or  le-s  extent,  says  Cassier’s  Magazine.  Some  coals 
have  these  impurities  finely  disseminated  all  through  them,  and  in  that  case 
It  is  necessary  to  disintegrate  the  whole  bulk  in  order  to  be  aide  to  properly 
separate  the  coal.  Other  coals  contain  the  impurities  in  greater  or  smaller 
lumps,  many  large  lumps  of  coal  being  practically  quite  free  from  foreign 
matter.  In  that  case  it  is  generally  the  custom  to  preserve  the  large  lumps  for 
the  market  as  nearly  whole  as  possible,  and  with  soft  coal  especially  great 
care  is  taken  in  handling  it  so  as  not  to  break  it  up  more  than  can  be 
helped. 

When  the  impurities  occur  in  lumps  sufficiently  large  to  be  readily 
detected  by  the  eye,  the  process  of  picking  these  out  by  hand  is  resorted  to 
with  advantage.  The  usual  method  employed  in  washing  coal  embodies  a 
practical  application  of  the  different  specific  gravities  of  the  component  parts 
of  a  mass  of  coal  as  it  comes  from  the  mine.  Of  the  two  bod  es  of  the  same 
size  the  one  with  the  greater  specific  gravity  will  sink  the  faster  when  placed 
in  water.  Now,  if  the  water  in  which  the  bodies  are  immersed  be  agitated  in 
such  a  way  that  a  continuous  upward  pulsation  is  produced  it  may  be  possible 
to  regulate  this  pulsation  in  such  a  manner  that  the  lighter  body  is  kept  float¬ 
ing  and  can  be  washed  over,  whereas  the  heavier  body  remains  at  the  bottom. 
This  is  the  principle  of  the  jig  or  washer. 

The  mixed  coal  or  shale  is  brought  into  a  box  or  tank  filled  with  water, 
running  over,  and  the  water  is  kept  moving  up  and  down  by  successive  strokes 
of  a  plunger  or  piston. 

It  will  be  evident  from  the  above  that  besides  the  washer  proper  a 
thorough  arrangement  for  classifying  is  necessary  in  a  coal  washing  plant, 
otherwise  there  would  be  large  pieces  of  low  specific  gravity  colhcted  together 
at  the  bo  tom  of  the  washer.  With  ore  dressing  it  is,  m  most  cases,  the  valua¬ 
ble  products  which  have  the  greater  specific  gravity,  whereas  with  coal  it  is 
invariably  the  impurities  that  are  the  heavier. 
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OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interes 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


Donaldson  &  Richter  are  new  dealers  at  Charleston,  Ill. 

* 

*  * 

F.  H.  Kenney  succeeds  Kenney  Bros,  at  W'averly,  Iowa. 

♦ 

*  * 

H.  M.  Houston  has  opened  a  coal  yard  at  Montjjomery,  Pa. 

* 

*  * 

J.  F.  Eaton  has  purchased  the  coal  business  of  D.  E.  Eaton,  Glidden,  Iowa. 

*  * 

Joseph  McFadden  has  opened  a  coal  office  at  512  Jefferson  street,  Joliet, 
Ill. 

*** 

Edward  Martin  has  purchased  the  retail  coal  business  of  .\I.  H.  Vatcs, 
Cooperstown,  N.  Y. 

*  * 

Bush  &  Delano  have  purchased  the  retail  coal  business  of  K.  Granger  & 
Co.,  Flainwell,  Mich. 

* 

*  * 

The  Rogers  Coal  Company  has  bought  the  coal  busi  ness  of  the  Murtin 
Coal  Co.,  Hamilton,  Ontario. 

* 

±  :ii 

Mr.  M.  M.  Bennett  has  opened  a  new  coal  yard  with  an  office  at  the  C. 
N.  Y.  &  W.  depot,  Hornellville,  N.  Y. 

^  -A 

The  retail  prices  of  chestnut  and  p  ja  coal  were  advanced  25  cents  per  ton 
by  the  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  dealers,  Nov.  yth 

*  a 

Mr.  H.  Emory  Gray  has  opened  a  coal  and  wood  yard  on  the  corner  of 
Patapsco  avenue  and  First  street,  Am  apolis,  Md. 

*0, 

•  *  .-==• 

The  People’s  Coal  Co.  have  lea:cd  the  old  LUica  &  Black  River  round 
house  and  will  start  in  the  retail  coal  ljusiness  at  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y, 

.  * 

Mr.  A.  C.  Reynolds  is  the  general  manager  of  the  Scranton  Coal  Co.,  a  new 
retail  cone  ern  doing  business  at  605  A  est  Madison  street,  Chicago. 

• 

Geo.  X.  Ingersoll,  Branchville,  N  J.,  has  been  making  extensive  improve¬ 
ments  on  his  coal  yard,  having  rece  tly  added  several  new  coal  pockets  and 
sheds. 

* 

*  ^ 

G.  I).  Rowell  &  Co  .  Appleton,  Wis.,  are  closing  out  their  retail  coal  busi¬ 
ness  and  will  give  their  whole  tii  le  to  the  manufacture  and  selling  of  the 
Sampson  car  movers. 

K-  * 

The  Highland  Coal  Co  ,  West  iomerville.  Mass.,  has  been  dissolved,  Mr. 
Jabez  Curtis,  withdrawing.  Tire  f  iisiness  will  be  continued  under  the  man - 
agement  of  Mr.  E.  R.  Hubbard. 

* 

*  * 

The  Petoskey  Fueland  Storagi:  Co.,  Petoskey,  Mich  ,  composed  of  Mr.  Earl 
lid  wards  and  Mr.  Frank  Baldwin,  if  Hillsdale,  has  recently  purchased  of  J.  A. 
Washburn  the  buildings  on  the  G.  R.  &  1.  railroad  tracts  just  south  of  State 
street.  The  buildings  will  be  enlarged  and  refitted  and  besides  the  storage 

feature  the  company  will  handle  coal  and  wood. 

* 

Wm.  A.  Chase,  a  well  known  dealer  of  Holyoke,  Mass.,  offered  several 
tons  of  coal  to  the  party  guessing  the  nearest  to  the  plurality  of  the  local  can¬ 
didates  in  the  last  election.  The  contest  was  a  spirited  one  and  hundreds  of 
guesses  were  received  from  all  p  irts  of  the  city,  which  shows  that  Mr.  Chase 
made  good  use  of  the  election  for  the  purpose  of  advertising  his  coal. 


IHKEIVERSHII*  FOR  TURNEY  k  .lONES  (0. 

The  Turney  &  Jones  Company  and  the  Pennsylvania  &  Ohio  Fuel  Com¬ 
pany  have  been  put  into  the  hards  of  receivers  by  the  federal  courts. 

Their  troubles  commenced  in  the  summer  of  1897  with  the  coal  strike. 
They  had  large  contracts  to  fill  in  the  northwest,  and  were  unable  to  get  coal 
till  late  in  the  summer,  and  th  ?n  at  high  prices  and  with  very  high  lake 
freights.  The  result  was  a  loss  of  over  $200,000.  This  summer  they  bought 
a  great  deal  of  coal,  which  is  r  ow  on  their  docks,  but  their  collections  have 
been  slow.  As  they  bought  the  coal  early,  a  great  deal  of  paper  has  fallen 
due  before  receipts  are  coming  in.  The  crisis  was  brought  about  by  some  New 
York  parties  declaring  due  the  whole  of  an  issue  of  $2So,ooo  of  obligations, 
given  sometime  ago,  because  an  installment  was  not  promptly  paid. 

The  whole  liabilities  amount  to  about  $1,200,000.  The  officers  of  the  com¬ 
panies  say  that  they  will  devo.  e  themselves  to  making  the  most  of  the  assets, 
and  claim  the  assets  will  easily  pay  the  liabilities  in  full.  The  companies 
were  owned  by  the  same  parties  and  had  to  stand  or  fall  together. 

Experts  are  now  going  o'  er  the  books,  and  as  soon  as  the  work  is  com¬ 
pleted  a  full  statement  will  b ;  given  out  to  the  public. 

The  above  notice  apoeared  in  the  d  lily  papers  on  Tuesday  and  cartie  as  a 
great  surprise  to  the  trade.  The  Turney  &  J  >nes  Company  has  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Chicago  and  northwestern  coal  market  for  the  past  tea  years, but 
enjoys  an  enviable  record  fo  ■  honesty  and  fat  '  and  square  dealing.  The  Chi¬ 
cago  business  has  been  unde  r  the  efficient  ai  1  capable  mana,gemer  t  of  Mr .  H. 
C.  Adams.  Mr.Jones,  as  pr  sident  of  the  Per  nsylvania  &  Ohio  Fuel  Co.,  occu¬ 
pied  an  office  with  the  Tuiney&  Jones  Cc  npany  here  and  is  '  ery  highly 
regarded.  The  detailed  st£ lenient  of  its  aisets  and  liabilities  bus  not  yet 
l)jea  made.  It  is  sincerely  hoped  by  all  that  a  speedy  settler  lent  will  be 
made  an  J  that  the  fir  n  will  on  be  in  smer  .h  water  and  contim  e  its  busi¬ 
ness. 


WESTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 

There  is  strong  talk  of  sinking  a  shaft  for  a  coal  mine  at  Mt.  Vermn,  Ill. 

Arti  cles  of  association  of  the  Michigan  Coal  and  Mining  company  have 
been  filed.  The  capital  stock  is  $50,000. 

The  Eastern  Coal  &  Coke  Co..  Tolsom,  Kan.,  is  now  receiving  the  mate¬ 
rial  for  its  new  coke  ovens  to  be  erected  at  their  mines. 

The  Monitor  Coal  Co.,  at  Colfax,  Mich  ,  is  now  shipping  three  hundred 
tons  of  coal  per  day.  This  beats  the  record  for  Bay  county. 

The  monthly  importation  into  California  of  foreign  coals  for  commercial 
purposes  is  from  90,000  to  100,000  tons  or  1,000,000  tons  a  year. 

Coal  shafts  are  being  sunk  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  H.  W.  Parker’s 
farm  near  Chesaning,  Mich.,  one  is  now  in  progress  just  over  the  boundary  line. 

The  Duluth-New  Ulm  an  hracite  coal  freight  rate  case  will  be  investigated 
by  the  state  railroad  and  warehouse  commission  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  at 
New  Ulm  Dec,  6. 

Several  manufacturing  plants  at  Joplin,  Mo.,  and  vicinity,  were  compelled 
to  close  dow'ii  on  account  of  scarcity  of  coal.  The  coal  companies  are  un¬ 
able  to  secure  cars  to  transport  the  heavy  demand. 

W.  H.  Clark,  while  sinking  a  well  on  a  farm  northwest  of  Sioux  Rapids, 
Iowa,  struck  a  coal  vein  five  feet  thick  at  a  depth  of  310  feet.  The  samples 
hoisted  are  of  fair  quality  of  soft  coal  and  the  matter  of  sinking  a  shaft  is 
under  discussion. 

The  Northern  Pacific  Railway  company  has  received  advice  that  the  new 
coal  mine  discovered  near  the  entrance  to  the  Cascade  tunnel  in  the  Cascade 
mountains  is  one  of  the  richest  that  have  yet  been  found  in  the  far  West. 
1  he  croppings  on  which  the  company  is  now  working  are  below  the  tunnel. 

Coal  men  at  Duluth  and  Superior  are  now  fully  expecting  a  shortage  of 
coal  as  the  tonnage  of  shipments  into  the  northwest  greatly  exceeds  the  re¬ 
ceipts.  Reliable  estimates  place  the  amount  of  coal  to  arrive  at  the  head  of 
the  lakes  between  now  and  the  close  of  navigation  to  not  exceed  100,000  tons. 

While  excavating  m  the  Franklin  canyon  tunnel,  in  Contra  Costa  county, 
Colo.,  recently,  workmen  of  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  Railroad  found  a  stratum 
of  coal.  The  managers  of  the  road  say  that  appearances  indicate  that  there  is 
a  large  coal  deposit  in  that  vicinity,  from  which  they  may  secure  sufficient  fuel 
to  operate  the  entire  road. 

The  Northern  Coal  Co.,  operating  lignite  mines  at  Louisville  and  Lafay¬ 
ette,  Colo.,  is  discarding  the  wooden  cars  used  by  miners  in  bringing  coal  from 
the  mines  and  introducing  steel  cars  made  in  Denver.  The  company  has 
placed  a  contract  with  the  Vulcan  Ironworks  for  150  cars,  which  will  cost  about 
$10,000.  The  cars  weigh  about  1,300  pounds  each. 

The  Wapello  Coal  Co.,  with  mines  at  Hiteman,  near  Centerville,  Iowa,  is 
this  fall  working  over  600  mmers  and  paying  75  cents  per  ton  for  mining.  The 
coal  in  that  district  is  mined  differently  from  the  black  diamond  in  southern 
Iowa,  being  known  as  shooting  coal,  which  is  much  easier  and  faster  work. 
This  company  is  now  shipping  upwards  of  900  tons  daily. 

On  November  30  the  Breckinridge  Canal  Coal  Co.,  Louisville,  Ky.,  after 
an  existence  of  fifty  years  will  end  its  career  as  a  coal  producing  concern.  The 
company  owns  and  controls  3,800  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Hancock  and  ad¬ 
joining  counties,  which  it  is  having  surveyed  into  small  tracts  to  sell  to  farm¬ 
ers.  Only  the  surface  is  being  disposed  of,  the  mineral  rights  being  reserved. 

The  total’ receipts  of  anthracite  coal  in  Milwaukee  during  1898,  up  to  No¬ 
vember  I,  amounted  to  619,938  tons,  and  the  total  of  bituminous  amounted  to 
565,013,  making  a  grand  total  of  1,184,951.  The  total  receipt  of  anthracite  last 
year,  up  to  November,  amounted  to  460,961  tons,  and  457,697  tons  of  bitumi¬ 
nous,  or  918,658  tons  in  all,  or  266,293  tons  less  than  the  receipts  of  this  year 
up  to  November  i. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  the  railroad  commission  has  created  a  rate 
case  on  its  own  responsibility.  Heretofore  rate  cases  invariably  grew  out  of 
complaints  by  shippers.  The  attention  of  the  commission  was  called  to  the 
hard  coal  rates  to  New  Idm  by  resolutions  passed  by  a  New  Ulm  commer¬ 
cial  body,  complaining  that  the  rates  were  unreasonable  and  excessive.  No 
formal  complaint,  however,  was  made  to  the  commission. 

The  West  Bay  City  Coal  company’s  shaft  on  the  Holland  farm,  at  Bay  City, 
Mich.,  is  down  about  70  feet.  The  company  is  finding  very  little  use  for 
the  water  pumps,  as  the  land  is  unusually  dry.  The  shaft  is  being  put 
down  by  three  shifts  of  four  men  each,  every  minute  of  the  day  be¬ 
ing  employed  in  the  work.  The  shaft  will  probably  be  completed  and  ac¬ 
tive  mining  operations  well  under  way  by  the  last  of  the  month. 

A  dispatch  from  West  Superior,  Wis.,  says:  All  of  the  coal  dock  fires 
which  have  been  making  considerable  trouble  and  loss  for  the  coal  companies 
h  are  are  now  extinguished .  It  is  yet  impossible  to  accurately  estimate  the  loss, 
bat  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  company,  which  had  the  two  largest  fires, 
k  st  hundreds  of  tons  of  coal  by  fire  and  much  more  was  damaged.  It  is 
not  thought  that  there  will  be  much  more  loss  in  this  manner,  as  the  fires 
do  not  as  a  rule  occur  during  the  winter  nor  in  new  coal,  recently  placed 
upon  the  docks. 

During  the  past  two  months  Tacoma,  Wash.,  has  shipped  an  average  of 
500  tons  of  coal  a  day  more  than  has  gone  from  Seattle  during  the  same  pe¬ 
riod.  During  the  month  of  October  the  excess  of  Tacoma  shipments  over  those 
cf  Seattle  exceeded  500  tons  a  d  iy  and  it  ran  a  little  behind  this  average  dur- 
i  ig  September.  During  September  Tacoma  shipped  47,853  tons  of  coal  while 
there  were  33,210  tons  sent  out  of  Seattle.  In  October  Tacoma  coal  shipments 
I  ad  risen  to  53,312  tons,  while  Seattle  shipped  but  37,595  tons.  This  shows  an 
( xcess  of  Tacoma  shipments  over  those  from  Seattle  during  September  of 
1 1,643  tons  and  during  October  of  15,717  tons. 
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CHARCOAL  FURNACES  VS.  COKE  FURNACES. 

Recent  contracts  for  the  delivery  of  charcoal  from  a  Pennsylvania  plant 
to  charcoal  furnaces  in  Michigan  are  quite  like  the  carrying  of  coals  to  New 
Castle.  The  surprising  fact  about  the  transactions  is,  that  while  the  freight 
was  about  8o  percent  of  the  delivered  cost  of  the  charcoal,  the  Pennsylvania 
plant  was  quite  satisfied  to  get  the  business,  since  the  charcoal  was  practically 
its  waste  product,  wood  alcohol  and  acetate  of  lime  being  the  materials. 


along  with  other  chemicals,  on  which  it  depends  'or  profit.  If  charco^Nas  a 
residual  product  can  be  sold  at  ic  a  bushel  at  the  kilns,  it  would  appear  tt»t 
a  charcoal  furnace  whose  fuel  costs  5c  to  5>^c  a  bushel  delivered,  will  hcn^. 
difficulty  competing  with  one  fully  equipped  for  the  saving  of  all  the  distilla¬ 
tion  of  the  charcoal  burner's  smoke.  Incidentally,  it  may  be  remarked  that 
the  modern  charcoal  iron  furnace,  with  complete  equipment  for  making  char¬ 
coal  and  all  by-products,  is  very  apt  to  stay  in  the  race  with  the  coke  furnace. 
— Iron  Trade  Review. 


.  c. 
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Delaware,  Lackawanna  $e  Western  Railroad  Company’s 
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C.  L.  DERINC,  Manager. 


OeaA'toom  Street,  =  Ohica.oo. 


The  St.  Louis  and 
Sig  Muddy  Coal  Go. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE: 

CARBONDALE,  ILL 


MINES  NEAR 


CARTERVILLE, 
Williamson  County, 

ILL. 


CAPACITY 

2,500 

TONS 

DAILY. 


SOLE 

PROPRIETORS 


E 


COAL. 


TRADE  MARK. 

A  600  ton  daily  capacity  Luhri§;  Ccoi  Washing  Plant  operated  in  connection  with  mine. 


WILLIAMS  &  PETERS, 

General  Sales  Agents  for  the  Erie  R.  R.  Company’s  and  New  York,  Susquehanna  &  Western  Coal  Company’s 


KEYSTONE 

JERMYN 

WILKESBARRE 


R Aai^TEt  AND  E3I^LJMINOTJS  clarion 

DAGUS 

BLOSSBURG 

SOLE  ACIENTS  FOR  THE  BLOSSHHRG  COAL  COMPANY. 


BRANCH  OFFICES: 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Boston,  IVIass, 


MAIN  OFFICE!  SHIPPING  WHARVES: 

Washington  Building,  No.  1  Broadway,  Weehawken,  N.  J.  Buffalo,  N.  Y 

NEW  YORK.  Edgewater,  N.  J. 


M.  E.  ROBINSON,  Western  Sales  Agent,  BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 
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EASTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


At  Landrus,  Tiogo  county,  Pa.,  looo  tons  of  coal  are  mined  daily. 

At  Coalburg,  Ohio,  Arthur  B.  Jones  is  erecting  an  engine  house  at  his  new 
coal  mine. 

After  months  of  idleness  both  sides  of  the  big  Morris  Coal  Co.  mines  at 
Jobs,  Ohio,  are  again  in  operation. 

Samuel  Burket  has  leased  the  coal  mines  at  Glen  Emery,  near  Tyrone, 
Pa.,  and  is  taking  out  a  nice  quality  of  coal. 

An  immense  tonnage  is  being  handled  and  transferred  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
due  to  the  rush  of  coal  lakewatds  before  navigation  closes. 

In  the  Schooley  colliery  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company,  West  Pitts- 
ton.  Pa.,  two  men  were  killed  and  five  injured  by  an  explosion  of  gas,  caused 
by  a  naked  lamp. 

The  Whelan  Coal  Company  went  through  the  coal  in  their  new  mine  at 
SilverCreek,  Ohio,  last  week.  The  coal  found  is  four  feet  eight  inches  thick, 
and  is  of  excellent  quality. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.,  at  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.,  is  rushing 
coal  shipments  on  the  canal  before  the  cold  weather  sets  in.  Slackwater 
navigation  there  will  soon  close  down  for  the  winter  months. 

The  coal  mines  at  Glencoe,  near  St.  Clairsville,  O.,  are  being  equipped 
with  machines.  The  cost  of  the  machines  and  apparatus  will  be  •$5,000.  They 
are  to  be  operated  by  compressed  air  power. 

J.  W.  Hoffman  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  have  been  awarded  by  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks  of  the  Navy  Department  a  contract  for  the  construction  of 
coal  storage  buildings,  wharves,  and  conveyers  at  the  New  London,  Conn., 
Navy  Yard. 

The  shipments  of  coal  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  at  the  present  time  are  un¬ 
usually  large.  Tnis  week  there  are  ten  schooners  in  the  harbor  with  cargoes 
of  coal,  half  of  which  is  for  the  Consolidated  railroad,  and  five  more  from  the 
coal  districts  are  on  their  way. 

Arthur  G.  Kail,  the  Hungarian  banker  of  Uniontown,  Pa  ,  says  that  from 
the  coke  region,  in  the  district  embraced  between  Uniontown  and  Connells- 
ville,  there  goes  out  to  foreign  points  on  an  average  each  month  $10,000.  A 
great  portion  goes  to  Austria. 

Under  the  contract  made  between  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.,  which 
goes  into  effect  January  I,  all  the  coal  for  the  New  York  market  will  be  car¬ 
ried  over  the  Erie  &  Wyoming  and  Erie  without  break  of  bulk  from  the  time 
the  coal  leaves  the  breakers  until  it  reaches  tide  water. 

A  convention  is  called  for  miners  November  30,  to  be  held  at  Phillips- 
burg.  Pa.  1  his  convention  is  called  for  the  purpose  of  taking  steps  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  reductions  being  made  in  many  mines  in  that  section  of  the  state  by 
some  operators;  it  is  thought  the  movement  will  result  in  an  extensive  strike. 

A  dispatch  from  Toledo,  O  ,  says  the  Hocking  Valley  is  now  doing  a  fine 
coal  business,  and  for  some  weeks  the  general  business  has  been  excellent. 
The  month  of  October  showed  probably  the  largest  tonnage  in  tht- history  of  the 
road,  but  rates  are  not  such  that  the  volume  of  business  is  reflected  in  the 
earnings. 

GrMt  activity  prevails  at  the  plants  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  company  in 
the  region  about  Greensburg.  An  order  has  gone  out  to  all  the  superinten¬ 
dents  to  fire  additional  ovens,  and  it  is  understood  the  instructions  cover  the 
entire  Connellsville  region.  There  will  be  at  least  a  10  per  cent  increase  with¬ 
in  the  week. 

It  is  reported  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  that  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Canal 
Company  is  about  to  acquire  by  purchase  Pine  Brook  colliery  of  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  Iron  &  Coal  Company,  and  that  it  has  made  offers  to  independent 
operators  in  the  vicinity  of  Scranton.  The  breaker  is  located  quite  convenient 
to  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Railroad,  near  the  Dickson  works. 


The  Clearfield  Bituminous  Coal  Company,  operating  the  West  Branch 
colliery  at  Sp  tngler.  Pa.,  has  been  experiencing  difficulty  for  the  past  year  in 
coming  in  contact  with  the  rock  in  that  mine,  which  decreased  the  output 
nearly  one-half,  but  the  obstacle  was  ovt  rcome  one  day  last  week,  when  a  vein 
of  four  feet  and  two  inches  of  fine  coal  was  fojnd.  It  was  stated  that  here¬ 
after  the  capacity  of  this  colliery  will  be  about  60  cars  a  day. 

The  Beech  Creek  Railroad  makes  the  following  statement  of  coal  shipped 
over  the  road  for  the  week  ending  November  7,  1898,  and  for  the  year  to  that 
date: 

Week— Tons.  Year — Tons. 

1111898 . 82,387  3818,709 

Same  time  last  year . 76,524  3,190,300 


Increase .  5,862 

Increase .  628,409 


The  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  has  made  a  new  opening 
above  the  town  of  Anita,  which  will  be  a  sort  of  annex  to  Adrian,  Pa.,  that 
now  employs  150  men,  and  will,  when  the  main  headings  are  completed,  give 
emplo>  ment  to  800  additional  miners.  The  new  mine  will  have  a  capacity  of 

4, coo  tons  a  day.  We  are  informed  by  reliable  authority  that  it  will  require 
from  forty  to  fifty  years,  and  possibly  longer,  to  remove  this  coal. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  reports  the  (juantity  of  coal  and  coke  origi¬ 
nating  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  November 

5,  1898,  and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year, 
as  follows: 

1S98.  1898.  1897. 

Week  ending  Nov.  5.  Year  to  Nov.  5.  Year  to  Nov.  6. 


Anthracite,  tons .  96,266  3,160,894  3,090,529 

Bituminous,  tons . 285,351  11,755,273  10,544,190 

Coke,  tons . 116,892  5,027,531  3,987,259 


Total . 496,509  19,943,698  17,621,978 


Colonel  W.  P.  D.  Bush,  Louisville,  Ky.,  is  making  an  ardent  effort  to  open 
up  the  coal  mines  at  L'niontown,  and  he  is  endeavoring  to  raise  the  necessary 
amount  to  operate  them. 


IVIINE  OPERATORS, 
AGENTS  AND 
SALESMEN  ON  THE  ROAD 


Hyatt’s  Telegraph  Code 

IS  A  MONEY  SAVER. 

Will  save  75  per  cent  on  Telegraph  Bills. 

SECOND  EDITION  NOW  READY. 


PRICE,  $1.50. 

This  small  sum  rs  covered  in  a  very  few  telegrams. 

The  only  General  Code  ever  published  covering  Coal  and  Coke 

from  ail  districts. 

For  furtlier  iDrormatiou  address  tiie  compiler. 

F». 

DETROIT, . MICHIGAN. 


SX.  BERNARD  COAX  CO- 

EARLINGTON,  KY. 

BEST  KENTUCKY  COAL-LUMP  AND  CRUSHED  COKE. 

J.  W.  BRIDGMAN,  General  Agent.  316  WESTERN  UNION  BLDG.,  CHICAGO 


J.  B.  CABLE,  Pres.  *  GEO.  HI.  SP  ICE,  VIce-Pre 

F.  L,.  CHAPMAN,  Sec.  H.  W.  C.  BOWDOIN,  Treas. 


OHIO  GOAL  GO. 


General  Offices;  Pioneer  Press  Building,  ST.PAUL,  MINN. 


...Agencies  at... 

Ashland,  We«t  Stiperi  r.  Green  B.«y,  Milwaukee,  VI  is.; 
St.  Paul,  Mlnueapolia,  Diiiiiib,  Minn.;  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 


...Distributing;  Docks... 

Duluth,  Ashland,  est  Superior,  Milwaukee. 
DE.%.L,EUS  IN 


ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  GOALS 

ALSO 

BEST  GRADES  OF  COKE 


DAVIS  COAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY,  . 

ELK  GARDEN^  BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  TKE 

Davis  Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing;  Coals. 


High  in  Carbon.  j/\  Smelters,  Foundries 

Low  In  Sulphur  and  Ash.  v  Family  Use. 


Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont”  W,  Va. 

SMITHING  COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


The  first  coal  fields  discovered  in  American  were  the  bituminous  ones  at 
Richmond,  Va.,  in  1750. 

Robert  Lipscomb  has  sold  his  interest  in  the  New  Decatur  Coal  Company, 
Decatur,  Ala.,  to  J.  B.  Graham  and  W.  A.  Warner. 

George  F.  Cant,  of  Punxsutawney,  Pa.,  has  received  the  appointment  of 
general  superintendent  of  the  new  coal  mine  which  is  now  being  operated  at 
Gulf,  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Cant  and  family  will  reside  in  Greensboruugh, 
that  State. 

The  miners  at  Sturgis,  Ky.,  working  for  the  Trade  Water  Coal  Co.,  went 
on  strike  last  week  for  an  eight-hour  day.  The  management  wanted  a  nine- 
hour  day  as  the  company  has  large  orders.  It  is  expected  some  compromise 
will  be  matie. 

General  B.  W.  Green,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  has  purchased  2,000  acres  of  coal 
land  in  Sebastian  County,  the  price  being  $25,000.  He  has  the  good  will  of 
the  Memphis  &  Choctaw  R.  R.  behind  him,  which  will  open  mines  and  build 
branch  lines  to  them. 

The  shipments  of  coke  over  the  West  Virginia  Central  and  Pittsburg  Rail¬ 
road  for  the  week  ending  November  5,  were  3,266  tons,  and  for  the  year  to 
that  date  were  197,456  tons,  being  an  increase  of  38,245  tons,  as  compared  with 
the  same  period  of  last  year. 

The  shipments  of  coal  from  the  mines  of  the  Cumberland-George’s  Creek 
regions  for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  November  5.  were  72,064  tons,  and  the 
total  shipments  for  the  year  up  to  that  date  were  3  458,043  ions,  being  an  in¬ 
crease  of  199,243  tons,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  1897. 

The  scarcity  of  cars  on  the  various  railroads  frequently  referred  to  by  T he 
Black  Diamond  as  having  c.iused  trouble  in  supplying  contracts  for  coal  has 
aroused  the  indignation  of  the  operators  and  handlers,  and  a  meeting  was  held 
last  week  at  Charleston,  W.  Va,’  for  the  purpose  of  taking  action  to  bring  the 
railroad  people  to  time. 

The  most  able  lawyers  in  the  states  of  Alabama  and  Georgia  are  engaged 
in  litigation  in  the  contest  for  the  control  of  the  Crown  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  at 
Birmingham.  Ala.  Over  forty  suits  have  been  brought  which  will  probably 
bring  the  controversy  to  a  head,  and  title  to  over  a  million  dollars  worth  of 
fine  industrial  property  may  be  settled. 

The  shipments  from  the  Elk  Garden  and  Upper  Potomac  regions  of  West 
Virginia,  whi  h  are  transported  over  the  West  Virginia  Central  and  Pittsburg 
Railroad,  for  the  week  ending  November  5,  were  23,101  tons,  and  for  the  year 
to  that  date  were  985,990  tons,  being  a  decrease  of  5,333  tons,  as  compared  with 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

The  Glenn  Coal  Company,  of  Glencoe,  W.  Va.,  is  putting  in  machinery 
preparatory  to  equipping  its  mines  wiih  a  comolete  system  of  compressed  air 
machinery  of  the  Ingersoll  type.  Four  machines  are  to  be  put  in.  In  addi¬ 
tion  a  system  ot  rope  haulage,  which  will  do  the  work  heretofore  performed 
by  tour  men  and  five  mules,  is  to  be  adopted. 

The  “Birmingham  By-Product  Manufacturing  Company”  has  been  organ¬ 
ized  at  Birmingham,  AU.,  with  a  capital  of  *50,0^0  and  will  erect  a  plant  at 
Ensley.  The  incorporators  are  A.  A.  Smith,  of  Atlanta;  P.  H.  Smith,  of  Bir¬ 
mingham;  P.  B.  McKinney,  of  Atlanta,  and  G.  P.  Bondurant,  of  Birmingham. 
The  company  will  get  most  of  its  raw  material  from  the  Semet-Solvay  coke 
ovens  and  will  also  get  c.^al  tar  from  various  gas  plants  in  the  state.  The 
company  expects  to  manufacture  coal  tar,  ammonia,  aniline  dyes,  anti-camnia, 
anti-febrine,  etc.,  etc. 


NEILSON 

RED-ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

DICKSON  &  EDDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Office,  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Ast. 

C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

“AVOCA  ”  (Pittston  District) 

‘‘FRANKLIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 
“LOUISE  ”  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE;  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

MoshannoD  and  Cnmberland  Vein  Bitmninons  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Title  Buildins.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


XhexurHEY  <St  JONES  CO., 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL 


.  .  .  .  OF  THE 


CON  GO  COAL 

Anthracite  and  Smithing  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  No.  355  Dearborn  St. 

COLUMBUS,  O.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO., 

Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna.  Headquarters  for 

GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells¬ 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing  and 
domestic  purposes.  I  3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 
Direct  Connections  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

Quotations  Freight  Rates  Pamphlets  «>ivine  fullinformation  promptly  furnished  upon  application. 


FRICK 

COKE. 
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Harrison  Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 

Best  Combination  for  Minins:  Operations. 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years* 
Service. 

1600 
ITIaohines 
ill  nse. 


i:il5 
sq.  ft.  in 
9  honrs. 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 

RECORD: 

17  years 
continn* 
ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
double 
shift. 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB^  COMPANY,  -  -  -  Chicago,  Illinois. 

The  “Link-Belt”  Electric  Chain  Breast  Machine. 


COVERED  BY  FOUR  U.  S.  PATENTS  ISSUED  AND  PENDING. 


Special  Points  of  Advantage: 

Cuts  a  perfectly  level  flpor;  leaves  no  bottom  coal  for  loaders  to  take  up. 

Works  equally  well  to  right  or  left  across  room  or  entry.  Machine  cuttings  can  be 
shoveled  from  either  side. 

System  of  rollers  by  means  of  which  machine  is  easily  moved  across  face  of  room, 
thereby  greatly  increasing  capacity. 

Shortest  machine  for  length  of  undercut. 

Most  secure  and  easily-handled  rear  jack,  attached  to  machine. 

Simplest  feeding  mechanism  Less  gears  and  fewest  number  of  parts. 

Compact  “dust  and  water-proof’’  iron-clad  multipolar  motor. 

Strangest  frame  and  chain,  admitting  of  using  steel  most  economically. 
Chisel-holding  device  covered  by  patents  su  tained  by  Judge  Sage. 


ELECTRIC 


Power  Generators 
Mine  Pumps, 
Locomotives, 
Drills,  Etc. 


The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 


PRICES  ANO  ESTIMATES  ON  APPLICATION. 


Engineers-Founders-Machinists,  Chicago,  u.  s.  a 


f 


The  Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Company 


ELECTRIC  CHAIN  COAL  CUTTER. 


COMPLETE 


Compressed 

Air 

Coal  Catting 
IlacIiiDery. 


Electric  Power  llrills. 

Air  Power  Drills. 

Electric  81iearing;  HlaeliincN. 
Air  Shearing;  llaeliineM. 


Electric  Eong,-wall  Machines. 
Air  Eoiijrwall  Machines. 
Elccti’ic  liOcomotivcN. 

Electric  Pnmps. 


Manufacturers  DYNAMOS  and  MOTORS. 


EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


ELECTRIC  LOCOMOTIVE. 


COLUMBUS, 


OHIO. 


The  Black  Diamond. 
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MARKET  REVIEW. 


Receipts  of  anthracite  coal  by  lake  at  Chicago,  as  reported  by 
the  Bureau  of  Coal  Statistics,  from  November  i  to  November  lo, 
show  a  falling  off  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  last 
year,  but  the  receipts  for  the  season  are  still  largely  in  excess.  All¬ 
rail  receipts  have  also  decreased  considerably  during  the  same 
period.  Shipments  from  Chicago  for  the  same  time  have  de- 
'  creased,  but  for  the  year  are  still  greater  than  those  of  last  year. 

Bituminous  coal  receipts  at  Chicago  for  the  first  ten  days  of 
November  as  compared  with  a  year  ago,  have  increased  from 
Pennsylvania,  but  from  Ohio,  West  Virginia,  Illinois  and  Indiana 
I  there  are  decreases,  with  a  heavy  falling  off  for  the  year  to  date 
in  all  of  them  except  Pennsylvania,  which  shows  a  slight  increase, 
and  Indiana  miscellaneous  which  has  moderately  increased.  In 
Illinois  coal  there  is  a  fair  increase  from  the  northern  field  and  a 
light  increase  from  the  eastern,  while  the  central  district  shows 
a  slight  falling  off  and  the  southern  field  a  large  decrease.  The 
{  total  receipts  of  Indiana  block  and  bituminous  and  Illinois  coal 
I  show  a  large  decrease  for  the  first  ten  days  of  November  as  com¬ 
pared  with  those  of  last  year  for  the  same  time,  while  for  the 
1  year  the  decrease  amounts  to  about  lo.ooo  cars.  Shipments  of 
bituminous  coal  of  all  kinds  from  November  i  to  November  lo 
I  show  a  fair  increase,  and  for  the  year  they  are  large. 

Coke  receipts  at  Chicago  from  November  l  to  November  lo 
show  a  good  increase  and  for  the  year  the  gain  is  immense.  Ship¬ 
ments  also  show  a  large  increase. 

Anthracite  coal  towards  the  close  of  the  week  began  to  feel 
the  stimulus  imparted  by  the  cold  wave  which  enveloped  the 
country  from  the  far  Northwest  eastward  to  the  Atlantic  states. 


Inquiry,  though  not  very  active,  began  to  be  felt  and  as  it  was 
spread  over  a  wide  stretch  of  territory  there  is  little  doubt  it  will 
develop  into  a  fair  demand  during  the  coming  week,  providing 
the  cold  weather  gives  signs  of  possessing  staying  qualities.  If  it 
does  last  for  a  week  or  ten  days  the  shortage  of  cars  will  become 
apparent  to  the  most  skeptical,  who  will,  if  they  want  coal  in  a 
hurry,  discover  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  ‘‘scarcity  of 
cars.”  The  shortage  inthe  carsupply  is  alluded  to  by  nearly  all  cor¬ 
respondents  and  is  a  more  prominent  feature  this  season  than  it  has 
been  in  previous  years,  and  accounted  for  by  the  largely  increased 
movement  of  general  merchandise  all  over  the  country,  which  in 
turn  is  due  to  the  quiet  but  steady  advance  of  a  more  prosperous 
era  not  only  in  industrial  circles  but  in  general  mercantile  and 
commercial  business.  In  anthracite  coal,  chestnut  is  in  short  sup¬ 
ply  with  all  shippers  and  none  of  the  standard  grades  of  this  size 
can  be  obtained  at  the  same  price  as  stove  or  range  and  egg. 
while  some  agents  positively  refuse  orders  for  nut  unless  a  due  or 
fairproportion  of  the  other  domestic  sizes  is  also  taken.  At  nearly 
all  distributing  centers  in  the  West  the  shortage  of  nut  coal  is  felt, 
though  at  some  it  is  more  apparent  than  at  others.  At  New  York 
chestnut  has  been  advanced  by  several  of  the  producing  compa¬ 
nies  and  all  report  supply  short.  In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts  it 
will  be  strange  if  the  smaller  sizes  of  anthracite  do  not  command 
a  good  premium  during  the  winter. 

Bituminous  coal  is  active;  this  applies  not  only  to  steam  and 
domestic  but  to  commercial  fuel  also,  and  demand  is  more  nearly 
on  a  parity  with  the  supply  than  it  has  been  at  any  time  this  year. 
This  has  conduced  to  a  better  feeling  generally  among  producers 
and  operators,  and  it  has  also  been  the  immediate  cause  of  rais¬ 
ing  the  tone  of  the  market.  There  is  still  some  complaint  of 
shortage  of  cars  in  mining  districts  supplying  the  Western  markets, 
and  as  Thanksgiving  week  is  always  noteworthy  for  the  de¬ 
creased  output  at  mines,  it  is  probable,  in  view  of  the  present 
cold  wave  that  a  scarcity  of  coal  for  prompt  shipment  will  be 
developed  next  week.  In  anticipation  of  this  the  jobbing  and 
general  demand  for  soft  coal  has  been  active — almost  to  brisk¬ 
ness,  during  the  few  days.  It  is  nearly  always  the  unexpected 
that  happens,  so  that  if  stocks  of  coal  are  as  light  as  reported 
throughout  the  country  there  will  be  considerable  urgency  in  the 
demand  before  the  end  of  November.  Prospects  are  brighten¬ 
ing  for  the  soft  coal  trade  generally  all  over  the  Western  country 
and  those  operators  whose  output  is  not  tied  up  by  contracts  will 
be  in  good  position  to  reap  material  benefit  from  the  commercial 
demand  for  fuel. 

Coke  continues  in  good  demand  for  metallurgical  purposes 
and  the  outlook  is  regarded  as  very  satisfactory,  the  only  draw¬ 
back  being  that  prices  have  not  as  yet  felt  the  touch  of  the  in¬ 
creasing  prosperity  so  general  in  other  commodities.  Its  turn 
may  come  later. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  no  essential  change  in 
the  anthracite  market.  Shipments  to  apply  on  contracts  and  or¬ 
ders  are  heavy  in  all  directions  and  the  outlook  is  for  a  large 
movement  of  coal  during  the  next  few  weeks,  as  this  is  the  last 
month  of  the  fiscal  year  with  several  companies,  when  a  big  ton¬ 
nage  showing  is  desirable.  The  large  output  has  had  a  depress¬ 
ing  effect  on  the  market  and  for  the  past  six  or  eight  weeks  prices 
have  gradually  weakened.  It  is  hoped  that  with  the  close  of  the 
month  and  the  elimination  of  the  inducements  for  a  large  output 
from  mines  a  firmer  market  may  be  obtained.  The  colder  weather 
has  stimulated  trade  and  orders  are  more  frequent  from  territory 
supplied  from  this  vicinity.  The  car  supply  has  not  improved,  if 
anything  the  stringency  is  more  pronounced  on  some  of  the 
roads.  Stocks  at  companies’  storage  points  are  not  large  and 
nearly  all  the  newly  mined  coal  is  absorbed  by  the  current  de¬ 
mand.  Local  business  has  greatly  improved  and  all  retailers  re¬ 
port  a  good  trade.  Chestnut  coal  continues  scarce  and  there  is 
some  shortage  of  broken.  The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade 
shows  improvement,  and  many  operators  could  increase  their 
shipments  if  more  cars  were  available  Great  activity  is  noted 
at  nearly  all  points  along  the  Sound.  There  is  also  a  good  move- 
Market  Review  continued  on  page  602, 
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I  EASTEKX  OFFICE  OF  THE  HLACK  DIAMOND. 

29  LIBERTY  STREET,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

PRICES  P'.  O.  B.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 

November  23,  i8g8. 

Broken.  Egg.  Stove.  Nut 

Companies  Free  Burning 

White  Ash .  53.65  S3.90  54.15  53.90 

STEA.M  SIZES. 

Bea . 52.25-52.50 

Buckwheat .  1.65-  2.00 

Rice . 1.30-  1.45 

AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 

White  ash . 55.00 

Pink  ash .  5.50 

Red  ash .  5.75 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  presents  no  new  features  since  the  occasion  of 
our  last  report.  Shipments  on  orders  in  hand  continue  heavy  in  all  direc¬ 

tions  and  the  outlook  is  for  a  large  movement  of  coal  during  the  next  few 
weeks.  This  is  due  chiefly  to  the  better  demand,  though  the  fact  that  this 
being  the  last  month  of  the  fiscal  year  of  several  companies  large  shipments 
are  desired  to  round  up  the  totals  for  the  year.  It  is  alleged  that  the  Lehigh 
\  alley  tonnage  is  considerably  ahead  of  its  allotment  for  the  year  and  that 
company  has  probably  mined  more  coal  comparatively  than  any  of  the  other 
carrying  interests.  This  desire  for  tonnage  has  no  doubt  had  a  depressing  ef¬ 
fect  upon  prices  which  have  gradually  weakened  for  the  past  six  weeks  and 
show  a  reduction  of  35c.  on  stove  coal  at  the  present  time  from  those  prevailing 
in  May  last.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  with  the  close  of  the  month,  and  the 
elimination  of  the  inducements  for  mining  a  large  tonnage,  better  figures  will 
be  obtained.  The  cooler  weather  of  the  past  few  days  has  stimulated  buying 
from  all  of  the  consuming  territories,  indicating  that  stocks  in  dealers’  hands 
are  light  and  their  purchases  simply  of  a  hand-to-mouth  character,  and  where 
orders  have  been  placed  for  future  delivery,  requests  are  made  for  immediate 
shipments  with  the  threat  that  unless  complied  with  orders  will  cancelled. 
The  car  situation  has  not  improved,  if  anything  it  is  more  stringent  with  some 
of  the  roads,  as  a  large  number  of  cars  for  Western  shipments  are  being  hung 
up  at  Buffalo  owing  to  the  slow  arrival  of  vessels  at  that  port  on  account  of 
storms.  This  status  has  placed  a  limit  on  the  production  on  these  companies 
effected  by  a  short  supply  of  cars  and  prevented  a  stocking  up  of  coal  at  tide¬ 
water  points.  In  fact  the  stocks  at  the  present  time  are  very  light,  and  prac¬ 
tically  all  the  newly  mined  coal  is  being  absorbed.  All  rail  trade  continues 
good  and  larger  shipments  would  be  made  on  it  if  it  were  not  for  the  embar¬ 
goes  being  enforced  on  coal  going  off  the  main  line  roads.  Chestnut  coal  is 
still  scarce,  and  in  some  instances  broken  coal  is  short.  Local  trade  is  very 
much  improved,  retailers  all  report  a  good  business,  having  enough  orders  to 
keep  them  going  for  some  time.  Prices  are  unchanged  from  last  week.  Stove 
coal  is  being  offered  at  Boston  for  54.00,  alongside  which  is  on  a  basis  at  .S3  50 
f.  o.  b..  New  York.  Some  sales  are  reported  at  10  to  1 5  cents  below  these 
prices. 

In  the  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  a  fair  tonnage  is  moving,  which  is 
sufficient  to  keep  the  mines  running  about  full  time,  though  the  report  is  with 
most  operators  that  they  have  enough  orders  in  hand  to  increase  their  ship¬ 
ments  if  a  better  supply  of  cars  were  available  and  vessel  tonnage  sufficient  to 
lake  care  of  the  coal  as  it  arrives  at  the  shipping  ports.  There  is  considerable 
complaint,  especially  on  the  part  of  the  smaller  operator,  on  account  of  the 
short  supply  of  coal,  and  a  great  deal  of  shopping  is  done  to  get  cargoes  of 
coal  from  time  to  time  at  figures  not  in  excess  of  the  prices  that  applied  on 
these  contracts,  which  is  almost  impossible  at  this  time,  as  most  producers  are 
shipping  all  the  coal  they  can  get  on  their  own  contracts,  and  prefer  to  clean 
up  the  delivered  and  alongside  business  they  may  have  on  their  books.  The 
far  East  is  still  quiet,  most  consumers  in  this  territory  having  apparently  pur¬ 
chased  larger  supplies  earlier  in  the  season,  and  are  not  pressed  at  the  pres¬ 
ent.  The  greatest  activity  continues  at  points  along  the  Sound.  Quite  a 
number  of  cargoes  are  also  shipped  to  this  territory,  to  be  used  later  at  points 
that  are  closed  during  winter  by  ice.  New  York  Harbor  trade  is  quite  active, 
and  there  is  a  regular  movement  of  coal  in  this  direction.  All  rail  trade  is  bet¬ 
ter,  though  curtailments  of  main  line  roads  in  not  letting  cars  go  far 
off  the  main  lines  affects  trade  to  some  extent.  The  fact  that  the 
contract  season  is  near  at  hand  has  created  a  feeling  in  the  trade 
that  something  has  to  be  done  to  obtain  better  prices  for  the  coming  year  and 
to  this  effect  the  freight  agents  held  a  meeting  in  Philadelphia  on  the  i6th 
instant.  It  was  said  after  the  meeting  that  the  matter  will  be  submitted  to  the 
presidents  of  the  soft  coal  roads,  who  will  meet  in  New  York  on  the  22d  in¬ 
stant.  and  a  strong  effort  will  no  doubt  be  made  to  advance  through  freights 
from  the  present  status.  Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  still  slow  and 
shipments  are  hampered  by  it  to  some  extent.  Car  supply  is  ve»y  poor. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  in  a  little  better  supply  but  not 
up  to  the  demand.  Rates  firm.  We  quote  from  Philadelphia  asfollows:  Bos¬ 
ton.  Salem  and  Wareham,  85;  Sound  ports,  75;  Portland  and  Portsmouth,  go; 
Lynn.  95;  Newburyport  and  Bath,  95-1.00,  with  5  and  10  cents  above  these 
rates  from  the  further  lower  ports. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  q.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  51.60  to 

51.75  P  o.  6.  Philadelphia,  51.25  to  fi.  50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  516510 

51. 75  on  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  52.10  to 
52.20  on  higher  grades,  and  51.60  to  51.75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

November  24,  1898. 

The  business  in  both  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  has  been  stimulated 
by  the  coal  weather  of  the  past  few  days.  Should  the  winter  prove  to  be 
severe  and  stormy,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  supply  here  will  be  nearly  ex¬ 
hausted  before  next  May.  Receipts  of  coal  by  lake  at  this  port  for  the  season 
up  to  Nov.  ist  were  619,938  tons  of  anthracite  and  565  013  tons  of  bituminous, 
a  total  of  1,184,951  tons.  For  the  same  period  in  1897  the  receipts  were: 
anthracite,  460.961  tons;  bituminous,  457,697  tons;  total,  918,658  tons.  The  in¬ 
crease  thus  is  266,293  tons  of  both  kinds. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

Nove.mber  23,  1898. 

The  activity  in  the  anthracite  coal  trade  at  present  is  limited  chiefly  to  the 
supply  of  cars  available  for  the  transportation  of  the  coal.  While  there  is  no 
great  amount  of  new  business  being  done  in  the  market,  most  of  the  compa¬ 
nies  have  enough  orders  on  their  books  to  tax  their  carrying  facilities,  which 
will  be  likely  to  keep  them  busy  for  some  time  to  come.  No  doubt  most  of 
them  would  ship  more  coal,  both  to  tide  water  ports  and  to  points  at  the  West, 
if  there  was  a  better  supply  of  vessels  and  empty  cars.  Those  companies  who 
have  a  fuller  supply  of  cars  are  moving  a  large  tonnage  and  it  is  said  that  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  has  exceeded  its  allotment  up  to  date  about  240,000 
tons.  The  Reading,  on  the  other  hand,  is  considerably  behind  on  its  quota, 
though  this  company  has  been  holding  back  its  tonnage  earlier  in  the  season 
to  prevent  an  overburdening  of  the  market.  This,  however, mav  not  be  taken 
into  consideration  when  the  question  of  allotment  comes  up  for  next  year. 
There  is  not  likely  to  be  any  advance  in  price  up  to  the  first  of  the  year  as 
most  interests  have  booked  orders  in  advance  up  to  that  time,  though 
there  is  some  talk  that  prices  are  to  be  put  upon  a  better  basis  for  1899.  The 
trade  continues  to  be  largely  of  a  hand  to  mouth  character.  Dealers  m  most 
cases  have  enough  stock  to  carry  them  over  for  a  week  a  two  and  are  not  dis¬ 
posed  to  buy  until  their  supplies  are  well  depleted.  This,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  best  posted  in  the  trade,  will  be  the  state  throughout  the  winter  and  as  the 
conditions  for  a  fairly  large  tonnage  during  ffiese  months  are  very  favorable 
the  profits  of  the  selling  interests  should  increase  with  the  advancing  winter 
provided  the  output  is  kept  well  at  hand.  There  is  no  special  shortage  of  any 
of  the  sizes  intradeoutside  of  nut  coal  which  is  obtaininga  premium  with  most  of 
the  companies.  Broken  is  scarce  with  a  few,  and  in  other  instances  egg  coal  is 
reported  as  scarce.  The  smaller  sizes  are  a  little  more  plentiful  and  in  good 
demand.  Prices  have  not  changed  any  since  last  week.  Stove  coal  is  still 
offering  at  Boston  from  S3.90  up,  though  we  hear  of  no  first-class  coals  offered 
below  54.00.  The  retail  trade  is  quite  active;  most  dealers  have  enough  or¬ 
ders  on  hand  to  keep  their  horses  busy  and  while  a  good  portion  of  this  business 
is  of  a  small  character  it  makes  up  for  it  in  the  aggregate  tonnage  which  is  large. 

The  chief  feature  in  the  bituminous  market  during  the  week  has  been  the 
meeting  held  in  Philadelphia  on  the  i6th  instant  by  the  freight  agents  of  the 
.‘oft  coal  roads  with  a  view  to  advancing  through  freight  rates  on  next  year's 
business.  While  nothing  could  be  learned  as  to  what  was  accomplished  it  is 
said  the  report  will  be  submitted  to  the  presidents  of  the  various  roads,  who 
will  probably  take  action  on  the  matter  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  in  New  York 
on  the  22d  instant.  There  is  no  doubt  that  less  difficulty  will  be  experienced 
in  getting  together  on  the  question  of  prices  this  year  than  has  been  the  case 
for  some  years  past,  as  even  the  strongest  of  them  feel  that  something  ought 
to  be  done  to  prevent  utter  demoralization.  The  trade  continues  about  the 
same  as  reported  for  some  few  weeks  past,  the  tonnage  going  forward  being 
fairly  large,  and  the  only  complaint  is  on  account  of  the  shortage  of  car  sup¬ 
ply.  Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  still  slow  and  shippers  are  suffer¬ 
ing  on  this  account. .  On  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  a  little  more 
plentiful,  but  in  good  demand.  Rates  firm  from  Philadelphia,  which  we  t|uote 
asfollows:  To  Boston,  Salem  and  Wareham,  85;  Sound  ports,  75;  Portland 
and  Portsmouth,  90;  Lynn,  95;  Newburyport  and  Bath,  95-1.00. 


BOSTON,  MASS. 

November  23,  i8g8. 

The  demand  for  anthracite  coal  from  first  hands  shows  no  improvement, 
but  the  market  is  fairly  strong.  Dealers’  stocks  are  not  large,  and  they  must 
buy  befoie  long,  so  that  an  improvement  is  expected.  Freights  are  firm  with 
more  demand  and  prices  tending  higher.  The  rate  from  Philadelphia  is 
quoted  at  85@90c,  with  Baltimore  at  90(fr95c;  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  at 
85(^/900,  and  New  York  at  6o(7r75c.  Quotations  for  stove  f.o.b.  are  S3.75(f/,3.85 
at  New  York,  with  egg  and  chestnut  at  53.50(173.60,  and  broken  at 
Lykens  Valley  stove  is  quoted  at  55.10. 

The  retailers  are  doing  a  little  more,  but  trade  with  them  is  not  active. 
Prices  are  unchanged.  Stove  delivered  is  selling  at  55;  egg  and  nut  at  54.75; 
furnace,  5-1. 50;  pea,  53  50;  Franklin,  56.50;  Cumberland,  53. 

Bituminous  continues  quiet  and  unchanged.  No  orders  for  next  year  are 
yet  reported  placed,  though  it  is  still  rumored  that  some  contracts  have  been 
closed.  Prices  are  cjuoted:  Georges  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Philadelphia, 
51.75;  Clearfield,  5i.25(}'m.35;  New  River,  f.o.b.  Norfolk  and  Newport  News, 
51.75;  Georges  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Baltimore,  51.65. 

Pocket  prices  at  Mvstic  wharf,  Salem,  and  Newburyport  for  anthracite 
coal  are  nominally  as  follows — 

Hard  white  ash .  4  60 

Free  white  ash .  4  50 

Shamokin . 

Lykens  X’alley. 

The  receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  in  this  port  the  past  week 
and  since  Jan.  i,  compared  with  last  year,  have  been — 

- 1898 - 

Week.  Year. 

Anthracite  .  42,425  1,639,479 

Bituminous . .  3L535  1,558,220 


Bkn. 

Egg. 

Stove. 

Cht. 

4  60 

4  85 

5  00 

4  75 

4  50 

4  75 

5  00 

4  75 

5  CO 

5  25 

4  85 

6  10 

6  25 

— 1897 — - 
Week.  Year. 
28,637  1,721,065 

26,273  1,357.754 


Receipts  of  Provincial  coal  at  this  port  since  Jan.  i  foot  up  13,665  tons. 


The  Advance,  of  Latrobe,  Pa.,  says:  "The  coal  field  supplying  coal  to  the 
Overton  plant  of  A.  C.  Overholt,  at  West  Overton  was  finally  exhausted  on 
Friday  and  the  last  coke  was  drawn  from  the  ovens  on  Saturday.  The  Over- 
ton  plant  contains  no  beehive  ovens  and  55  tenement  houses.  It  was  built  in 
1874,  and  at  the  time  had  a  coal  tract  of  200  acres.’’ 

A  correspondent  at  Blossburg,  Pa.,  writes:  “The  improvement  in  the  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal  trade  here  is  quite  marked.  The  miners  of  the  Fall  Brook  Coal 
Company  are  running  full  time,  and  Superintendent  Fearing  reports  a  busier 
month  just  passed  than  the  company  has  experienced  in  a  decade  of  years.  At 
Arnot  and  Fall  Brook  the  mines  are  working  on  full  time  or  nearly  so.  It  is 
estimated  that,  during  the  week  there  will  have  been  shipped  from  the  col¬ 
lieries  surrounding  this  town  upwards  of  1,000  cars  of  coal.” 
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The  severe  blizzardy  weather  which  has  swept  over  the  great  prairie  states 
1  of  the  West,  from  the  Dakotas  to  Kansas,  has  caught  some  dealers  napping 

*  despite  the  advice  freely  tendered  by  salesmen  and  the  quiet  but  suggestive 
I  warnings  given  out  by  this  journal  to  have  at  least  a  fair  amount  of  coal  in 
.  stock  for  emergencies,  particularly  as  the  shortage  of  cars  has  been  so  em¬ 
phasized  during  the  past  few  weeks.  It  is  now  that  the  scarcity  of  car  coal 

:  will  be  felt,  as  dealers  who  have  made  a  practice  of  ordering  merely  as  their 
J  necessities  required,  will  realize  that  they  cannot  get  their  wants  supplied  in- 
t  side  of  a  week  after  wiring  or  mailing  their  orders.  It  is  the  smaller  dealers 
j  who  will  probably  feel  the  pinch— the  very  men  who  should  be  in  position  to 
I  meet  the  demand,  which  the  present  sudden  change  of  temperature  is  abso- 
i  lutely  certain  to  entail. 

'  Chestnut  coal  continues  to  be  in  strong  demand  and  there  is  an  absolute 
i  scarcity  of  that  size  reported  by  all  shippers  of  anthracite.  This  shortage  of 
nut  coal  is  not  only  noticealile  on  the  docks  and  in  the  railyards,  but  there  is 
also  a  great  lack  of  all-rail.  Few,  if  any,  of  the  companies’  agents  in  Chicago 
t  are  making  a  price  less  than  $4.50  tor  chestnut  coal,  though  on  the  other  sizes 
these  figures  are  being  shaded  to  some  little  extent.  Should  the  present  severe 

•  weather  be  protracted  for  a  week  or  so  there  is  little  doubt  that  it  will  cause  a 
heavy  movement  of  anthracite  into  consumers’  hands,  when  it  will  be  practi- 

^  cally  demonstrated  that  nut  coal  is  proportionately  in  greater  demand  than  the 
other  sizes.  It  is  now  a  foregone  conclusion  that  the  present  scarcity  of  the 
two  sizes  of  chestnut  coal  will  continue  through  the  season,  as  production  at 
the  mines  or  breakers  will  not  be  increased  this  year.  This  will  undoubtedly 
,  maintain  nut  coal  at  a  premium  above  the  other  domestic  sizes.  Retail  coal 
is  in  moderate  demand,  which  the  present  cold  snap  will  make  active  during 
the  coming  week. 

;  Soft  coal  i'  more  active,  the  demand  is  much  more  general  and  on  every 
kind  there  is  a  stronger  feeling  and  better  tone.  Operators  and  sellers  of 
every  degree  have  felt  the  impeius  of  the  demand  for  coal  and  in  this  market, 
at  least,  there  is  little  going  begging.  Xor  is  this  all,  the  seller  now  makes 
the  price  and  not  the  buyer.  ‘To  illustrate,  the  seller  offers  5,  10,  15  or  20 
J  cars  a  day  at  $1.50  or  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  mine,  the  buyer  offers  him  10  cents  less; 

'  that  settles  it  with  the  seller,  who  says,  “You  don’t  want  to  buy  any  of  my 
■  coal,  let’s  talk  about  something  else.’’  This  merely  shows  the  stronger  feeling 
and  spirit  of  independence  which  prevails  in  the  local  bituminous  coal  market 
at  this  writing.  Much  of  this  is  due  to  the  shortage  of  cars,  the  more  rigid  enact- 
j.  ment  of  demurrage  charges  on  car  coal  left  standing  on  the  side  tracks  and 
the  natural  increase  in  demand  and  consumption  pertaining  to  the  advancing 
j  season.  The  cessation  of  shipments  to  lake  ports  from  Pittsburg  and  Ohio 
will  soon  place  a  large  quantity  cf  empty  cars  at  the  disposal  of  operators  in 
those  districts,  but  the  effect  will  not  be  noticed  in  this  market  for  some  days 
an  1  then  only  in  the  increased  supply  of  coal  from  those  particular  fields. 
Steam  coal  in  Chicago  and  vicinity  is  fairly  active  and  the  outlook  grows  more 
propitious  every  week.  Both  commercial  and  domestic  coal  move  more  freely, 
f  and  it  appears  to  b  ;  the  general  impression  among  operators  and  jobbers  that 
the  coming  week  will  show  a  greatly  increased  demand  which  they  may  find 
difficult  to  meet,  as  Thanksgiving  week  is  nearly  always  observed  by  miners, 
and  with  many  of  them  it  means  the  loss  of  two  or  three  days’  work — in  the 
aggregate  a  heavy  tonnage,  in  which  event  there  will  be  a  temporary  but  real 
shortage  of  soft  coal. 

I  Foundry  and  crushed  coke  is  in  fair  demand  for  manufacturing  purposes 
and  for  domestic  use. 


WllEELIXfi,  W.  VA. 

November  23,  1898. 

Two  or  three  certainties  and  several  possibilities  have  developed  within 
the  past  week  or  two,  all  of  which  are  of  decided  interest  to  the  coal  producers 
of  West  Virginia,  especially  to  the  producers  whose  lines  are  along  the  line  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad,  or  tributary  to  it.  The  first  of  the  certainties 
is  that  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  has  lost  control  of  the  line  by  which  it  shipped 
its  freight  by  way  of  Pittsburg  to  the  west.  The  second  certainty  is  that  all 
freights  for  the  west  by  way  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  will  have,  for  the  present 
to  go  by  way  of  the  Central  Ohio  division,  which  ends  at  Bellaire,  Ohio,  just 
over  the  river  from  Wheeling.  The  first  possibility  is  that  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  will  get  control  of  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  by  actual  purchase,  or 
otherwise,  and  that  that  line  will  be  used  to  take  the  place  of  the  western  out¬ 
let  which  has  been  lost.  Sure  it  is  that  Baltimore  &  Ohio  people  have  made 
inspections  of  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie,  and  that  estimates  have  been  made 
of  the  cost  of  putting  that  road  into  shape  for  carrying  the  traffic  which  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  would  bring  to  it. 

This  is  all  of  interest  to  the  West  Virginia  coal  producers  because  of  its 
probable  effect  upon  the  demand  for  West  Virginia  coal  in  the  western  mar¬ 
kets,  and  their  capacity  for  putting  that  coal  there  at  a  lower  rate  than  they  are 
now  able  to  make.  At  present  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  has  as  much  interest  in 
the  delivery  of  western  Pennsylvania  coal  as  it  has  in  the  delivery  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  coal.  Therefore  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  maintains  the  differen¬ 
tial  freight  rate  in  favor  of  Pennsylvania  coal,  and  charges  several  cents  a  ton 
more  for  hauling  West  Virginia  coal  than  it  charges  for  hauling  Pennsylvania 
coal.  In  spite  of  this  higher  freight  rate, the  West  Virginia  mines  are  able  to  com¬ 
pete  with  Pennsylvania  mines,  ar  dare  sending  much  coal  into  the  West  in  com¬ 
petition  with  Pennsylvania.  The  West  Virginia  operators  reason  that  with  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio’s  direct  connection  between  the  Pennsylvania  field  and  the 
western  market  cut  off,  it  will  devote  its  attention  to  the  delivery  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  coal,  rather  than  Pennsylvania  coal.  It  is  further  reasoned  that  since 
the  haulage  of  West  Virginia  coal,  under  the  expected  new  arrangement,  will  be 
shorter  than  the  haulage  of  Pennsylvania  coal,  and  since  the  interest  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  will  be  to  build  up  the  trade  of  the  region  which  lies  directly 
on  its  main  line,  the  differential  will  be  removed,  and  West  Virginia  coal  may 
be  delivered  in  the  Western  markets  at  from  ten  to  fifteen  cents  a  ton  less 
than  at  present.  If  West  Virginia  coal  can  pay  the  differential  freight  rate 
and  still  compete,  it  is  but  natural  to  suppose  the  profits  will  be  largely  in¬ 
creased,  or  the  selling  price  further  reduced,  with  the  differential  removed. 
The  result  in  either  event  will  be  a  great  strengthening  of  West  Virginia  coal 
in  the  West,  and,  consequently,  there  is  great  pleasure  in  the  anticipations 
which  the  West  Virginia  operators  indulge. 

The  condition  of  the  demand  and  output  of  the  various  West  \brginia 
fields  this  week  is  precisely  the  same  as  was  reported  last  week. 

Over  in  the  eastern  Ohio  region,  however,  there  is  some  improvement  to 
be  noticed,  and  the  output  for  the  month  of  November  will  be  the  largesi 
which  the  mines  of  that  region  have  made  in  many  months. 


CINCINNATI,  0. 

November  23,  1898. 

The  recent  rather  large  coal  shipments  from  Pittsburg  have  not  had  as  much 
effect  upon  this  market  as  it  was  thought  they  would  have.  Several  of  the 
large  towboats  went  past  this  city  without  stopping  with  their  tows  of  coal,  and 
then  several  stopped  here  and  added  to  their  tows;  so  that  instead  of  placing  a 
large  additional  amount  of  coal  upon  the  maiket,  it  is  doubtful  if  there  is  more 
coal  here  now  than  there  was  before  the  last  two  runs  from  Pittsburg.  Prices 
are  unchanged,  except  wholesale,  there  is  a  slight  shading  of  former  rates,  and 
the  market  as  a  whole  is  wonderfully  strong  considering  the  amount  of  coal 
upon  the  market,  and  the  general  tendency  under  those  conditions  to  cut  prices. 
Pittsburg  coal  wholesale  is  selling  slowly  at  4^  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  barges, 
and  Kanawha  ranges  from  4  cents  to  5  cents.  Nut  and  slack  is  quite  dull  at 
from  2>^  cents  a  bushel  for  some  grades  of  Kanawha  to  2/(  cents  for  Pittsburg. 
Rail  coal  is  (juoted  at  $1.75  a  ton  on  tracks  here,  and  is  selling  close  to  that 
price,  and  Pittsburg  coal  loaded  on  cars  is  worth  the  same  money.  Retail  all 
kinds  of  soft  coal  sells  for  $2.25  a  ton  delivered  to  consumers.  Trade  has  been 
fair  during  the  week,  and  with  the  prospect  of  a  spell  of  real  bad  weather,  it  is 
likely  that  the  retail  business  will  be  very  brisk  for  a  few  days  at  least.  An¬ 
thracite  is  steady  at  $6.00  a  ton  delivered  to  consumers,  and  the  demand  is  fair. 
There  is  now  a  good  stage  of  water  in  the  river  from  Pittsburg  to  New  Or¬ 
leans,  and  river  coal  transportation  is  uninterrupted. 


SAN  EKANCISCO,  CAE. 

!  November  iq,  1898. 

During  the  week  there  have  been  seven  deliveries  of  coal  from  Washington 
'  with  17.357  tons,  three  from  British  Columbia,  9,641  tons;  three  from  Oregon, 
1,350  tons,  three  from  Australia,  6,058  tons,  one  from  Swansea,  1,985  tons;  total, 
36,391  tons.  The  liberal  arrivals  this  week  have  been  very  opportune,  as  at 
'  this  season  the  sales  for  domestic  uses  are  largely  increased.  The  Australian 
mail  just  at  hand  does  not  add  any  new  names  to  the  coal  loading  list  for  San 
'  Francisco,  but  report  a  maintenance  of  freight  rates,  as  tonnage  is  in  demand 
:  for  the  moving  of  their  surplus  wheat  to  Europe,  at  such  rates  that  owners  will 
not  hazard  sending  their  vessels  here  seeking.  Cables  have  been  received  this 
week  establishing  an  advance  for  1899  o(  2S  cents  per  ton  uniformly  on  all 
Newcastle  coals,  over  the  1898  ‘=chedule.  This  will  not  lead  to  cheap  fuel  here 
.  in  the  near  future,  as  the  Colonial  product  makes  the  market  price  locally,  and 
our  Northern  producers  regulate  their  values  accordingly.  Accidents  have 
I  happened  this  month  at  both  of  the  British  Colombia  collieries,  fortunately 
:  they  were  only  slight,  and  will  only  occasion  a  few  weeks’  delay  in  their  ship- 
.  ments;  if  anything  serious  should  occur  to  either  of  those  properties  our  fuel 
consumers  here  would  be  the  sufferers,  as  prices  would  be  marked  up  instan¬ 
taneously. 

ij  The  total  amount  of  foreign  coal  that  can  possibly  be  delivered  here  prior 
'  to  .April  next,  cannot  exceed  106,000  tons,  equal  to  about  26  days  actual  r.on- 
;]  sumption;  the  difference  must  come  from  the  Coast  mines,  which  means  four 
„  times  the  above  amount. 


(  ONNELLSVILLE,  PA. 

November  22,  i8g8. 


The  coke  shipments  from  the  Connellsville  region  last  week  showed  the 
demand  still  increasing.  There  are  no  new  features  in  the  region  to  report 
except  the  abandonment  of  the  West  Overton  plant  whose  last  charge  was 
drawn  Saturday,  the  blowing  out  of  thirty-two  ovens  at  the  Stewart  plant  of  the 
Stewart  Iron  Company  and  the  preparations  being  made  to  blow  in  the  sixty- 
six  ovens  at  the  Diamond  plant,  where  new  machinery  is  being  installed. 

Our  detailed  report  of  the  operation  and  production  of  the  Connellsville 
region  for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  November  12th,  shows  18,643  ovens,  of 
which  14,955  ^'■e  active  and  3,608  are  idle,  the  production  estimated  for  the 
week  being  156,778  tons,  as  compared  with  157,626  tons  the  week  previous. 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption,  are  as  follows; 

To  Pittsburg . $0.55  To  St.  Louis,  Mp . $2.00 


1  o  Mahoning  ana  snenango  v  auey . 1 .  lu 

To  Clevelana,  O . 1.40 

To  Buffalo,  N.Y . 1.75 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 2.10 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 1.75 

To  Toledo,  O . ....2.05 

To  Columbus,  O . 1.45 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . 2.25 

To  Louisville,  Ky . 2.75 

To  Chicago.  Ill . 2.25 


To  East  St.  Louis . 2.25 

To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

To  Joliet,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Peoria,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Baltimore . 1.95 

To  Boston . 3.50 

To  Montreal.  Can . 3.91>< 

To  New  York . 2.04 

To  Philadelphia . 2.T5 


The  Black  Diamond 


[November  26 


602 


PITTSBURG,  PA. 

NOVE.MBER  22,  1898. 

The  great  complaint  among  the  railroad  coal  operators  is  still  the  scarcity 
of  cars.  Demand  is  urgent  from  the  lake  trade  but  the  trouble  is  in  getting 
sufficient  cars.  Of  course  this  activity  will  not  last  a  great  while  longer,  as 
lake  navigation  will  soon  close.  On  the  whole,  the  situation  in  the  railroad 
district  has  not  changed  materially  during  the  past  week.  Prices  remain  as 
they  were  with  railroad  coal  82c  per  ton  at  mine,  $1.07  t.  o.  b.  Pittsburg. 

On  the  .Monongahela  the  past  week  has  developed  nothing  new.  Through¬ 
out  the  pools  mining  operations  are  being  fairly  pushed  as  peace  has  been  re¬ 
stored  along  the  line.  No  coal  was  sent  to  the  lower  markets  this  week.  There 
are  quite  a  number  of  improvements  being  made  in  some  of  the  river  mines. 
The  Tide  Coal  Co. is  making  considerable  change  in  its  Chamonin  mine  in  the 
fourth  pool.  A  new  tipple  with  automatic  switching  and  dumping  arrange¬ 
ments  is  being  put  in.  A  new  hoisting  device  is  also  being  put  in  and  the  mine 
capacity  is  to  be  enlarged.  The  Johnson  Coal  Mining  Co.  is  building  quite  a 
number  of  tenements  to  accommodate  its  increased  force  of  miners.  Two  new 
openings  are  being  put  in,  and  the  output  is  to  be  considerably  increased. 

The  present  insufficient  car  supply  has  called  more  particular  attention 
to  the  steel  coal  cars  now  being  generally  introduced  on  the  roads.  These 
cars  can  be  used  for  nothing  else, hence  they  will  be  more  at  the  disposal  of 
the  coal  producers.  The  great  trouble  now  is  that  the  cars  on  leaving  here 
loaded  with  coal  stray  off  to  carrv  other  freight,  and  the  coal  producers  are 
lelt  without  shipping  facilities.  Hence  the  new  steel  cars  will  be  welcomed 
by  the  operators. 

The  local  consumption  of  coal  is  quite  good  as  the  steel  mills  are  all  con¬ 
suming  a  great  deal  of  fuel.  Prices  remain  as  they  were  with  river  coal,  which 
supplies  this  demand,  selling  at  3J4c  per  bushel  for  lump,  run  of  mine  2>^c 
and  slack  2j^c.  _ 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

November  22,  1898. 

The  very  keenest  searcher  after  agreements  or  understandings,  either 
written,  verbal  or  by  mental  suggestion,  in  restraint  of  trade,  among  the  local 
coal  companies  and  dealers,  would  have  his  trouble  for  his  pains.  It’s  a  wide 
open  market  in  every  sense  of  the  term.  Frequent  sales  of  standard  coal 
have  been  made  at  $i  per  ton,  car  lots,  f.  o.  b..  East  St.  Louis  recently  but 
there  is  no  established  price.  Some  of  the  companies  quote  Si. 05  as  their 
lowest  price  and  some  ask  a  higher  figure.  Unanimity  in  prices,  in  fact,  is  a 
factor  which  seems  totally  absent  in  the  present  status  of  the  bituminous 
market.  Coal  is  coming  in  at  quite  a  rapid  rate  on  the  east  side  and  wh  le 
receipts  are  not  as  large  as  a  few  weeks  ago,  are  still  making  the  quite 
respectable  average  of  about  550  cars  per  day.  It  is  quite  a  weather  market, 
although  the  influence  of  this  factor  is  modified  somewhat  by  the  fact  that  so 
many  of  the  dealers  are  largely  stocked.  The  purely  retail  domestic  trade  has 
received  something  of  a  stimulus  since  yesterday  morning  by  a  touch  of  really 
severe  weather,  accompanied  by  light  snows,  practically  the  first  of  the  sea¬ 
son.  The  anthracite  situation  remains  practically  unchanged.  There  is  no 
shortage  of  any  of  the  sizes  on  this  market  at  present.  Prices  range  about  as 
follows:  354.75  @  ^5  0°  foi'  broken  and  smaller  sizes  respectively  car  lots,  f.  o. 
b.  East  Si.  Louis;  $5.40  @  $5.65  on  track  at  switch  yards  this  side,  and  $6.25 
If?  $6.50  delivered  to  the  consumer. 


BUFFALO,  N.  ¥. 

November  24,  1898. 

There  is  great  activity  in  the  coal  market  here,  both  for  anthracite  and 
bituminous.  Quoted  prices,  however,  remain  without  change.  The  recent 
cold  snap  has  greatly  increased  the  movement  of  coal,  both  locally  and  from 
western  docks.  This  has  been  particularly  noticeable  in  the  past  three  or 
four  days.  Chestnut  coal  is  in  especially  good  demand  and  is  very  scarce. 

The  movement  of  coal  from  this  port  by  water  to  western  docks  has  taken 
a  decided  spurt,  and  last  week’s  shipments  were  nearly  double  those  of  the 
week  before,  and  were  among  the  largest  of  the  season.  Shipments  from  the 
port  of  Buffalo  for  the  week  ending  November  19th,  aggregated  112,805  tons. 
This  is  the  largest  week’s  shipment  for  any  week  in  the  season  with  two  ex¬ 
ceptions  about  the  end  of  August.  The  shipments  were  distributed  as  follows: 
Chicago,  49483;  Milwaukee.  14.400;  Duluth.  i6,ooo;  Superior,  22,200;  Sault  Ste. 
Marie,  700;  Racine,  1.400;  Marquette,  1,500;  Toledo,  1,675;  Manitowoc,  1,500; 
Gladstone,  2,800;  Parry  Sound,  1,150.  It  will  be  noted  that  shipments  to  the 
head  of  Lake  Superior  are  very  much  heavier  than  usual. 

Freights  are  strong  at  the  recent  advance.  The  severe  storm  with  zero 
weather  at  Duluth  today,  causes  some  apprehension  of  a  sudden  close  of  nav¬ 
igation.  Owners  of  property,  which  they  desire  to  ship  by  lake,  are,  there¬ 
fore,  urgent  in  their  demand  for  vessels,  and  freight  rates  for  coal  and 
for  all  other  commodities  carried  by  lake  are,  therefore,  in  a  strong  condition. 
The  rates  on  coal  to  the  various  ports  at  present  areas  follows:  Chicago, 40c; 
Milwaukee,  4oc;Duluih,  40c;  Superior,  40c;  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  50c;  Racine,  ^c; 
Marquette,  40c;  Toledo,  50c;  Gladstone,  40c. 


DULUTH  AND  SUPERIOR. 

November  23,  1898. 

A  heavy  storm  enveloped  the  entire  Northwest  in  the  early  part  of  this 
week,  and  its  effect  on  the  coal  business  has  been  very  marked.  Orders  from 
the  country  have  been  coming  in  and  quick  shipment  is  urged.  Retail  business 
at  the  head  of  the  lakes  is  booming  for  the  present.  The  storm  delayed  ship¬ 
ments  somewhat,  the  weather  being  so  severe  that  the  men  cou'd  not  work  on 
the  docks.  They  were  able  to  resume  today,  however,  and  daily  shipments 
will  show  an  increase  for  several  days.  There  is  no  trouble  about  getting 
cars  here.  The  wheat  receipts  are  very  heavy  and  this  gives  plenty  of  cars 
going  back  to  the  West. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  price  of  hard  coal,  it  continuing  at  $4.25  a  ton. 
It  is  firm  at  that  figure  and  there  is  a  disposition  to  get  higher  prices  for  the 
nut  and  egg  sizes  which  are  somewhat  scarce.  The  receipts  continue  light. 

Soft  coal  shows  no  change  in  prices.  Quotations  are  as  follows — 


Youghiogheny  screened  lump . $2  40 

Hocking  \’’alley  screened  lump .  240 

West  Virginia  screened  lump .  2  40 

Splint  coal .  2  40 

Smithing  coal .  3  30 


BALTIMORE,  MD. 

November  23,  189S. 

The  shipments  of  coal  from  the  mines  <  f  the  Cumberland-Georges  Creek 
region  for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  November  12th,  were  75,336  tons,  and 
the  total  shipments  for  the  year  up  to  that  date  were  3,533,379  tons,  being  an 
increase  of  206,335  tons,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  last  year.  The 
shipments  to  the  B.  &  O.  for  the  week  were  45,682  tons,  and  for  the  year  to 
that  date  were  2,404.21 1  tons,  being  an  increase  of  252,091  tons,  as  compared 
with  the  same  period  of  last  year.  The  shipments  to  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
Canal  for  the  week  were  7,506  tons,  and  for  the  year  were  2i6,i6t  tons,  being 
a  decrease  of  27,894  tons  as  compared  with  1897.  The  shipments  to  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railroad  for  the  week  were  22,147  tons,  and  for  the  year  to  that  date 
were  913,005  tons,  being  a  decrease  of  18,560  tons,  as  compared  with  1  ist  year. 

Mr.  C.  K.  Lord,  president  of  the  Consolidation  Coal  company,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  several  representatives  of  the  German  government.visited  the  Georges 
Creek  mining  regions  recently.  It  is  said  they  are  investigating  the  value  of 
the  coal  of  this  section  for  use  on  the  battle-ships  and  cruisers  of  the  German 
navy,  and  if  the  results  are  satisfactory  Emperor  William  may  become  a  very 
good  customer  of  ours. 

The  Baker-Whitely  Coal  company  has  let  the  contract  for  a  tow-boat  125 
feet  long,  to  be  built  of  steel,  800  horse-power. 

The  proposition  to  sell  the  state’s  interest  in  the  C.  &  O.  Canal  has  aroused 
general  attention  in  Baltimore  and  throughout  western  Maryland.  It  would 
seem  that  another  fateful  chapter  in  the  eventful  history  of  the  old  waterway 
is  about  to  be  written.  According  to  the  general  belief  expressed  in  this  city, 
all  indications  point  to  the  acquisition  of  the  canal  by  the  B.  &  O.  railroad. 
The  annual  meeting  of  this  road  will  not  be  held  until  December  5th. 

The  Columbia  Iron  Works  are  building  a  new  tug,  125  feet  long,  for  the 
Consolidation  Coal  comp  any. 


ST.  PAUL  AND  MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 

November  24,  1898. 

The  cold  wave  which  swept  all  over  the  country  found  a  good  many  deal¬ 
ers  throughout  the  state  short  of  coal  and  they  were  far  from  being  prepared 
for  the  heavy  demands  made  on  them  by  domestic  purchasers.  The  unprece¬ 
dented  mild  weather  which  this  section  of  the  country  had  enjoyed  up  to  the 
early  part  of  this  week  seemed  to  make  the  dealer  forget  that  winter  weather 
would  ever  arrive.  With  the  theremometer  ranging  from  three  to  ten  degrees 
below  zero  he  has  suddenly  come  to  his  senses.  The  movement  of  coal  to  in¬ 
terior  points  is  a  great  deal  heavier  than  la‘t  week,  but  the  demand  at  this 
writing,  Thursday,  has  eased  up  somewhat  and  shipments  have  fallen  off  ac¬ 
cordingly.  The  looked  for  advance  in  the  price  of  bituminous  coal  has  failed 
to  materialize,  but  may  take  an  upward  bound  a  little  later  on. 

The  new  coal  chute  which  is  being  erected  at  the  local  yards  (Minneapo¬ 
lis)  of  the  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  will  be  completed  next  month.  Electric  power 
is  used  to  operate  the  machinery  and  locomotives  can  be  coaled  in  short  order. 


AIR  LOCOMOTIVES. 


By  spending  thousands  upon  thousands  of  dollars,  and  after  many  years 
of  unsuccessful  experimenting,  an  air  engine  has  been  perfected  and  an  eco¬ 
nomical  method  furnished  of  transporting  coal  from  the  interior  of  mines  to 
the  bottom  of  the  slope.  The  new  device  is  built  by  the  Baldwin  locomotive 
works,  and  will,  it  is  expected,  be  the  means  of  saving  millions  of  dollars  per 
annum  to  the  mineral  mining  companies.  WhiU  the  locomotive  has  been  un¬ 
dergoing  a  severe  test  in  the  mine  nearGirardville  for  the  past  few  months, all 
have  awaited  the  result  with  much  anxiety,  and  now  that  it  is  declared  a  suc¬ 
cess,  the  Philadelohia  Times  asserts  that  most  of  the  principal  mining  con¬ 
cerns  are  making  hurried  preparations  to  adopt  it. 

This  state  of  affairs  means  a  boom  to  the  locomotive  builders  of  the  world. 
It  also  means  that  thousands  of  men  and  boys  employed  in  conveying  coal 
from  the  “breasts"  and  gangways  of  mines  will  have  to  seek  other  occupatiori. 
The  leading  coal  companies  have  long  been  endeavoring  to  obtain  a  mechani¬ 
cal  substitute  to  replace  the  mine  mule,  that  would  reduce  the  immense  cost 
entailed  in  getting  the  coal  from  the  underground  workings  to  the  bottoms  of 
the  slope.  They  tried  engines  propelled  by  steam,  electricity,  gas,  etc.,  but  all 
proved  complete  failures. 

The  steam  locomotive  was  abandoned  because  the  vapor  had  a  tendency 
to  loosen  the  "top,”  or  roof  of  the  gangways  and  various  chambers  throughout 
the  mines.  It  also  rattled  the  pine  timber  used  for  "legs,”  “collars”  and  lag¬ 
gings,  and  caused  the  top  to  cave  in  frequently,  entailing  large  losses.  Elec¬ 
tricity  and  gas  were  abandoned  because  either  was  liable  to  ignite  the  gas  in 
the  underground  workings. 

The  new  air  locomotive  was  built  almost  a  year  ago,  and  is  the  invention 
of  a  Philadelphia  man.  With  the  exceotion  of  a  huge  air  boi  er  or  tank,  the 
construction  of  the  air  locomotive  is  similar  in  every  respect  to  a  steam  loco¬ 
motive.  and  it  is  propelled  in  the  same  manner.  The  air  tank  is  not  unlike 
the  steam  boiler  of  an  engine,  and  is  carried  in  the  same  position,  thus  doing 
away  with  a  tender.  On  account  of  its  pointed  head  it  is  better  able  to  cut  its 
way  through  the  heavy  air  of  a  mine,  attaining  a  high  rate  of  speed.  The  air 
is  supplied  by  an  air  compressor  located  on  the  surface. 

The  air  is  pumped  through  two  five-inch  pipes  into  the  mine  at  a  pressure 
of  800  pounds  per  square  inch.  One  of  these  pipes  runs  to  the  bottom  of  the 
slope,  and  the  other  to  the  end  of  the  undergnund  workings.  These  pipes 
serve  as  a  reservoir  for  the  air.  At  the  ends  of  the  lines  and  along  the 
of  the  locomotive  are  stations  where  the  air  tank  of  the  engine  can  be  refilled 
when  exhausted.  Exhaustion  occurs  frequently  and  without  the  station 
pumps  the  engine  would  be  useless.  r  iv- 

The  air  tank  on  the  locomotive  has  a  capacity  of  164  cubic  feet,  a  suffi¬ 
cient  amount  of  air  to  carry  a  train,  including  eight  or  ten  heavily  loaded  mine 
cars.  The  speed  is  regulated  according  to  the  number  of  mine  cars  attached, 
and  to  the  track.  On  a  level  and  straight  railway  one  of  these  engines  can 
carrv  from  ten  to  twelve  loaded  mine  wagons  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  to 
thirty-five  miles  per  hour.  By  the  old  method  the  mine  cars  were  loaded  from 
a  chute,  which  ran  directly  up  to  the  face  of  the  “breast,  ’  at  a  pitch  of  from 
forty  to  ninety  degrees.  From  there  they  were  conveyed  through  small  gang¬ 
ways  by  teams  of  mules,  to  the  main  gangway,  where  bigger  teams  pick  them 
up  and  carry  them  to  the  bottom  of  the  slope.  Here  they  are  hoisted  to  the 
I  surface  in  a  self-dumping  car. 
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ON  THE  WING. 


F.  R.  Morris,  a  prominent  coal  dealer  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  died  last  week  of 
consumption,  aged  40  years. 


*  * 


TT  'I* 

Agents  for  and  shippers  of  West  Virginia  coal  should  not  fail  to  read  our 
correspondent’s  letter  this  week. 


* 

*  *  j 

The  Board  of  Correction  of  New  York  City  is  asking  for  bids  on  1.500 
tons  anthracite  coal.  Bids  to  be  opened  November  28. 


*  . 
»  * 


•K  ♦ 

Mr.  F.  N.  Tibbet  has  been  appointed  superintendent  of  the  new  mine 
operated  by  the  New  York  Coal  Co.,  at  Flemington,  Taylor  county,  W.  Va. 


♦  ^ 


^  Hr 

The  Walnut  Hills  Coal  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  has  been  incorporated  with 
a  capital  of  $25,000.  [Walnut  Hills  is  a  large  and  fashionable  suburb  of  Cin- 
cinnati.l 


* 

*  * 


Sealed  proposals  for  coal  will  be  received  by  the  City  Clerk  of  Toledo, 
Ohio,  for  furnishing  200  tons  of  Jackson  Hill  or  Massillon  coal.  Bids  to  be 
in  by  noon  December  7,  1898. 


*  * 


Mr.  Chas.  B.  Niblock,  president  of  the  Brazil  Block  Coal  Co,  355  Dearborn 
street,  Chicago,  states  that  theyare  short  of  miners  in  the  Indiana  block  coal 
field  and  could  use  to  advantage  many  more  men. 


*  * 


The  U.  S.  Government  are  asking  for  bids  on  10,000  tons  soft  coal  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  for  the  transports  in  Cuba;  5,000  tons  to  go  to  Havana  and  the  bal¬ 
ance  as  required.  All  tenders  to  be  in  by  the  25th  instant. 


*** 

Mr.  J.C.  Simpson,  vice  presidentand  general  manager  of  the  Consolidated 
Coal  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Mr.  Alfred  J.  Moorshead,  general  manager  of 
the  Madison  Coal  Co.,  were  in  the  Garden  City  on  Monday. 


♦  * 


On  account  of  the  trouble  in  the  mining  district  around  Pana,  martial  law 
bas  been  proclaimed  within  the  corporate  limits  by  the  governor  of  Illinois, 
ind  all  persons  have  been  commanded  to  surrender  their  arms. 


* 

*  ♦ 


Mr.  R.  S.  Tennant,  of  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  has  bought  a  coal  mine  and  land 
lear  Newburg  that  state.  Mr.  Tennant,  who  has  an  office  in  the  Marquette 
Duilding,  Chicago,  is  also  interested  in  a  mine  at  Silverwood,  Ind, 


* 

*  ^ 


Our  New  York  representative  writes:  “We  are  in  receipt  of  our  first 
:alendars  for  1899  from  Greer  &  Hendricksen,  of  29  Broadway,  New  York. 
Phis  calendar  is  very  artistically  gotten  up  and  is  characteristic  of  this  enter¬ 
prising  concern.” 


*  * 


The  anthracite  interests  held  a  conference  on  the  22d  inst.  with  a  view  to 
mproving  the  present  situation  of  the  trade.  Nothing  can  be  learned  as  to 
iny  action  being  taken  but  it  is  thought  that  some  good  will  result  from  these 
neetings  before  long. 


*  * 


T*  'T* 

Mr.G.  B.  Markle,  of  G.  B.  Markle  &  Co.,  Jeddo,  Pa.,  accompanied  by  his 
vife,  passed  through  Chicago  this  week  en  route  to  California,  where  he  will 
ipend  the  winter.  Mr.  Markle’s  company  are  miners  and  large  shippers  of 
i^ehigh  anthracite  coal. 


*  * 


According  to  a  Deadwood,  S.  D.,  paper,  the  “Burlington”  road  is  bent 
ipon  securing  a  right  of  way  from  Spearfish  to  the  Wyoming  coal  fields  now 
leing  rapidly  developed.  This  will  not  only  be  a  good  thing  for  the  farmers 
)ut  also  for  the  entire  hills. 


* 

*  * 


The  Courier-Herald  of  Siginaw,  Mich.,  says:  “Work  on  the  two  shafts 
leing  sunk  by  the  No  them  Coal  &  Transportation  Co.,  in  St.  Charles  and  the 
ownship  of  James,  is  being  pushed  w.th  vigor,  and  the  Flint  &  Pere  Marquette 
ailroad  is  also  pushing  its  line  to  reach  these  mines.” 


♦ 

*  * 


A  meeting  of  the  Steamship  Bunkering  association  will  be  held  in  New 
York,  on  Friday,  November  25,  and  judging  from  the  rumors  it  is  likely 
some  explanations  will  be  asked  as  it  is  understood  there  are  a  number  of 
transgressors. 


* 

*  * 


Mr,  I.  L.  Lockwood, general  local  freight  agent.  New  York,  Chicago  &  St. 
i^ouis  R.  R.,  says:  “Since  about  the  middle  cf  last  April  an  average  of  800  car- 
oads  of  s  nd  daily  have  been  hauled  into  the  city  for  railroad  elevating  pur- 
3oses.”  This  means  something  like  145,000  cars  of  sand  up  to  November  19, 
ind  the  job  yet  uncompleted. 

*** 

The  mines  at  Virden  and  Greenridge,  111.,  operated  respectively  by  the 
Chicago-Virden  Coal  Co.,  and  O’Gara,  King  &  Co.,  Western  Union  building, 
Chicago,  resumed  operations  this  week.  These  mines  are  in  Macoupin 
county,  and  are  embraced  in  that  group  of  coal  mines  called  the  Southern  dis¬ 
trict  in  the  Bureau  of  Coal  Statistics. 


The  Dixon  Crucible  Co.,  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey,  will  be  very  glad  to  send, 
without  any  charge,  samples  of  graphite  for  lubricating  purposes,  and  also 
some  interesting  information  as  to  where  Dixon’s  pure  flake  graphite  has  been 
most  successfully  used.  Mine  engineers  and  mine  superintendents  should 
write  this  firm  for  samples. 

* 

*  * 

The  New  York  reorganization  committee  of  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  has  pur¬ 
chased  the  state  of  Maryland’s  holdings  of  B.  &  O.  stock,  also  the  holdings  of 
the  John  Hopkins  University,  at  a  reported  price  of  $75  per  share.  This  faciil- 
tates  the  completion  of  the  reorganization  of  this  road  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  it 
will  have  an  efficacious  effect  on  the  soft  coal  trade. 

* 

Mr.  John  A.  Johnson,  of  Johnson  Bros.,  coal  dealers,  Omaha,  Neb.,  was  in 
Chicago  early  this  week  to  buy  coal  from  the  Youghiogheny  &  Lehigh  Coal 
Co.  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  director  of  the  Transmississippi  Exposition  and  his 
duties  connected  with  that  grand  show  and  his  business  kept  him  closely  con¬ 
fined  to  Omaha,  so  much  so,  that  this  was  his  first  visit  to  Chicago  this  season . 

* 

*  ♦ 

At  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  the  county  supervisors  have  offered  a  bounty  of 
$1,000  for  the  discovery  and  development  of  a  two-foot  vein  and  $2,000  for  a 
three-foot  vein  of  soft  coal  in  Pottawattamie  county.  The  offer  is  conditioned, 
however,  upon  the  provision  that  before  the  bounty  is  paid  the  mine  must  be 
developed  and  in  successful  operation,  producing  not  less  than  twenty-five 
tons  of  coal  per  day, 

*  « 

A  movement  is  on  foot  among  the  river  coal  operators  of  Pittsburg  to  form 
a  combination  of  all  the  river  mines  and  floating  property,  and  if  the  deal  is 
consummated  it  will  mike  one  of  the  most  powerful  organizations  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  It  will  have  a  capital  of  millions  of  dollars  and  will  control  the  coal  ship¬ 
ping  industry  of  the  Monongahela  Valley,  as  well  as  the  markets  between 
Pittsburg  and  Cairo,  Ill. 

*** 

Coxa  Bros.  &  Company,  incorporated,  the  Rookery,  Chicago,  in  their 
circular  price  list  No.  4,  Nov.  22,  say:  “Owing  locars  being  in  great  demand 
for  other  products,  they  are  already  becoming  scarce  for  coal.”  This  state¬ 
ment  is  corroborated  by  all  our  correspondents  throughout  the  country.  The 
circular  says  further:  “We  therefore  advise  placing  your  orders  without 
delay.  Let  us  hear  from  you.” 

*** 

It  is  reported  that  contracts  are  soon  to  be  awarded  by  the  Washington 
Coal  &  Coke  Company  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  to  run  from  its  mines 
in  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  and  connect  with  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad.  It 
will  be  used  exclusively  for  the  carrying  of  coal  and  coke.  It  will  be  about 
four  miles  in  length  and  will  cost,  complete,  about  $300,000.  It  will  be  known 
as  the  Washington  Run  Railioad. 

*  ♦ 

At  a  special  meeting  last  week  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  Reading  Coal  and  Iron  Company,  at  Philadelphia,  William  G.  Brown, 
the  present  auditor  of  disbursements  of  the  company,  was  elected  secretary  to 
fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Franklin  P.  Kaercher.  H.  C.  Russel, 
now  the  assistant  secretary,  will  assume,  in  addition  to  his  present  duties, 
those  heretofore  performed  by  Mr.  Brown. 

*  * 

A  movement  is  on  foot  to  amalgamate  all  the  coal  interests  of  the  Monon¬ 
gahela  Valley  with  a  view  to  control  the  trade  of  the  Ohio.  It  is  an  old  project 
among  the  river  coal  operators  which  has  been  revived  now  because  of  the 
more  readiness  of  capital  to  go  into  such  a  combination.  An  immense  saving 
in  office  expenses  and  a  greater  concentration  of  the  traffic  could  be  effected. 
Several  meetings  have  been  held,  but  no  definite  plan  has  been  agreed  upon 

The  freight  agents  of  the  bituminous  coal  carrying  roads  had  a  conference 
at  Philadelphia  on  the  i6th  for  the  purpose  of  agreeing  upon  a  stable  freight 
rate  for  next  year’s  business.  The  result  of  this  meeting  was  submitted  to  the 
presidents  of  the  different  roads,  who  met  in  New  York  on  the  22d  to  discuss 
the  situation,  but  frim  all  we  can  learn  there  was  nothing  definite  arrived  at, 
owing  no  doubt  to  the  fact  that  a  number  of  large  contracts  have  still  to  run 
for  one  or  two  years. 


* 


F.  B.  Newell  &  Co.,  355  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  in  their  Thanksgiving 
circular  dated  November  22,  say:  “  When  in  need  of  immediate  shipment 
of  bitumirous  coals,  bear  in  mind  that  we  can  get  the  following  coals  forward 
promptly  —  Winifrede,  Hocking  and  Youghiogheny,  Brazil  block,  LaSalle 
lump  and  Star  lump.”  When  Frank  Newell  says  “immediate  shipment,”  he 
does  not  mean  that  he’ll  send  the  coal  next  week,  but  that  you  get  it  as  quickly 
as  it  is  possible  to  get  the  order  forward. 
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Coal  producers  of  the  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  district  have  grievances  which  will 
retjuire  adjustment  at  the  interstate  convention  of  operators  and  miners  to  be 
held  in  that  city  next  January.  It  is  claimed,  and  apparently  justly,  that  cer¬ 
tain  operators  in  the  thick  vein  districts  are  being  discriminated  against  by  the 
organization  of  the  miners.  Similar  complaints,  just  as  valid,  will  be  brought 
up  for  adjustment  by  certain  Illinois  operators.  Many  mining  companies  have 
been  losing  money  since  the  Chicago  agreement  of  last  January  became 
effective. 

* 

*  ♦ 

Mr.  Chas.  A.  Dean,  president  of  the  Pittmans  &  Dean  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich., 
is  reported  as  saying  in  regard  to  advance  in  price  of  anthracite  coal:  “The 
scarcity  of  cars  has  given  rise  to  this  talk  of  higher  prices.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  a  scarcity  of  coal.  Our  company  has  been  supplying  smaller  dealers 
constantly  when  they  have  called  for  coal  from  us,  and  I  believe  they  will  find 
no  difficulty  in  meeting  the  prices  of  the  ‘Griswold  street  contingent,’  so  called 
in  an  evening  paper,  even  if  a  cold  snap  should  set  in.  As  soon  as  the  neces¬ 
sary  cars  can  be  had,  the  inconsistency  of  these  reports  of  a  coal  scarcity  will 
be  seen.” 

* 

*  ^ 

The  first  definite  move  of  the  individual  coal  operators  of  the  Lackawanna 
and  Wyoming  \'alleys  toward  the  building  of  their  own  coal  carryingroad,  the 
New  York,  Wyoming  &  Western,  was  made  in  Scranton,  Pa.,  this  week  at  a 
meeting  of  the  directors,  when  an  order  was  given  the  Lackawanna  Iron  and 
Steel  Company  for  g,oootons  of  Q5-pound  rails  for  the  55  miles  of  road  from 
the  town  of  Wimmers  to  the  Delaware  River.  Wimmers  is  to  be  the  junc¬ 
tion  point  with  the  Erie  &  Wyoming  railroad,  by  which  the  mines  will  be 
reached. 

*  * 

The  wholesale  anthracite  business  of  Lake  Michigan  receiving  ports  will 
be  affected  by  the  fact  that  there  is  a  good  deal  more  coal  on  Lake  Superior 
docks  this  fall  than  there  was  at  the  close  of  navigation  last  year.  Dealers  at 
the  head  of  that  lake  are  in  position  to  supply  a  section  of  country  that  had  to 
come  here  for  coal  a  year  ago.  Still  the  western  trade  has  been  fairlv  good 
since  October,  a  touch  of  cold  weather  having  stimulated  shipments  a  little. 
The  season  of  lake  traffic  will  close  with  rather  more  coal  in  stock  here  than 
can  be  sold  before  spring. 

* 

*  * 

“During  the  German  Emperor’s  return  trip  from  Palestine  and  when  the 
Turkish  fleet  was  ordered  to  escort  the  Hohenzollern,  the  German  Imperial 
yacht,  it  was  found  that  the  vessels  were  without  coal,”  says  the  Inter-Ocean. 
“A  local  merchant  at  Be/reuth  was  asked  to  furnish  the  fuel,  but  he  refused 
unless  he  was  paid  in  advance.  The  Admiral  then  cabled  to  Constantinople. 
He  got  no  money,  but  the  Sultan  sent  a  decoration  to  the  merchant,  and  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  the  title  of  Pasha.”  Paying  for  coal  with  a  title  would  not 
“go  down”  with  American  dealers. 

*  -K- 

Mr.  John  E.  Graeff,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Graeff,  Wilcox  &  Co.,  of 
1326  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  with  an  office  at  No.  i  Broadway,  New 
\'ork  City,  died  November  18,  1898,  aged  78  years  and  was  buried  from  his 
late  residence.  Spruce  Street,  Philadelphia,  November  24th.  Mr.  Graeff  had 
been  ailing  for  a  couple  of  years  and  it  is  thought  that  he  died  from  these 
causes  superinduced  by  old  age.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  coal  trade 
and  one  of  the  original  individual  operators.  He  was  connected  in  an  active 
way  with  many  affairs,  and  the  charities  of  Philadelphia  will  feel  his  loss.  He 
leaves  a  widow  and  two  daughters. 

* 

*  * 

It  is  understood  that  the  rumors  current  in  regard  to  Delaware  &  Hudson 
affairs  are  part  of  a  plan  looking  to  the  further  unification  of  the  anthracite 
coal  interests.  The  steps  hitherto  taken  bring  a  large  proportion  of  the  an¬ 
thracite  coal  output  within  the  control  of  a  few  men.  There  are  two  companies, 
however,  which  have  been  in  some  sense  outside  and  one  of  them  in  jiarticular 
has  been  responsible,  to  quite  a  large  extent,  for  the  low  prices  of  coal  made 
during  the  first  half  of  this  year.  A  plan  has  been  suggested  by  which  these 
two  companies  would  be  brought  into  relations  with  other  prominent  railway 
interests  which  would  be  likely  to  remove  existing  difficulties. 

The  Wall  Street  Journal  says;  We  are  informed  that  one  of  the  plans 
in  connection  with  a  proposed  consolidation  of  New  York  gas  interests  is  to 
convert  the  plant  of  one  or  two  of  the  companies  into  fuel  gas  plants,  and  to 
use  the  mains  of  the  companies  for  the  distribution  of  the  gas.  It  is  proposed 
to  put  a  price  of  50  cents  a  thousand  on  this  gas,  and  to  press  the  use  of  it  as 
much  as  possible.  There  is  good  authority  for  saying  that  the  negotiators  for 
the  control  of  the  different  companies  have  pretty  nearly  succeeded  in  getting 
control  of  all  the  companies.  The  Standard  is  still  out.  but  there  is  evidence 
said  to  exist  that  it  is  finding  it  can  do  better  by  falling  in  with  the  wishes  of 
the  other  companies  than  to  stand  out  and  be  subjected  to  the  present  rate 
war.  This  war  has  resulted,  we  are  told,  in  the  making  of  a  95  cent  rate  by 
one  of  the  companies  for  illuminating  gas  in  the  Standard  territory.  Even 
lower  prices  are  threatened  before  the  pressure  upon  the  Standard  is  re¬ 
moved. 


The  sale  of  the  Chesapeake  tY  Ohio  Canal  to  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Rail¬ 
road  last  week  ends  the  struggle  of  rival  corporations  to  get  control  of  this 
water  way  which  has  been  going  on  for  the  last  twenty  years.  The  canal  was 
for  over  half  a  century  the  main  public  works  of  Maryland,  which  cost  the 
state  aboutS25,ooo,ooo  though  for  years  it  has  never  brought  any  returns  and  has 
been  a  source  of  considerable  trouble  in  one  way  or  another.  Shipments  over 
this  canal  have  gradually  fallen  off  to  where  they  amounted  to  little  or  nothing. 
The  shipments  over  the  canal  for  the  year  up  to  November  12  are  216,163  tons 
as  against  243,357  tons  in  1897,  showing  a  decrease  of  27,194  tons. 

* 

*  * 

A  dispatch  from  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  says  Lieutenant  Chambers  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  representing  the  Government,  and  Chief  Engineer  John 
B.  Leonard  of  Healey,  Tibbetts  &  Co.,  left  tonight  for  Pittsburg,  where  they 
will  superintend  the  preparation  of  material  for  the  new  Government  coaling 
station  at  Pago  Pago,  Samoa.  The  specifications  call  for  2,800,000  pounds  of 
steel,  which  will  be  furnished  by  the  Carnegie  Company.  The  coaling  shed 
will  be  150  by  100  feet,  built  of  steel  and  corrugated  iron.  The  shed  wharves 
will  be  built  on  steel  piles  70  feet  long,  which  will  be  driven  through  the  coral 
Each  pile  weighs  1,400  pounds.  Mr.  Leonard  will  superintend  the  work  iii 
Samoa,  and  will  take  with  him  forty  or  fifty  skilled  mechanics.  He  will  de¬ 
pend  on  native  labor  to  help  out.  The  steel  must  be  ready  for  shipment  by 
the  end  of  January,  and  work  will  begin  on  April  i. 

* 

*  * 

The  bids  opened  in  the  Quartermaster’s  department  in  the  Army  Y  Navy 
building  for  100,000  tons  of  bituminous  and  too  tons  of  anthracite  coal  for  the 
use  of  the  transports  of  the  United  States  government,  on  November  21st,  dis¬ 
closed  the  following  prices  on  soft  coal:  Clearfield  Bituminous  Coal  Corpora¬ 
tion,  alongide  $1.95,  in  bunker  $2.40;  G.  Winant  &  Son,  alongside  S1.86,  in 
bunker  $2.21;  Morrisdale  Coal  Company,along3ide  $1.88,  in  bunker$2.25:  W.  T 
Ramey  &  Company,  Clearfield  coal,  alongside  S1.73,  in  bunker  $2.08;  \V.  T. 
Ramey  &  Company,  Cumberland  coal,  alongside  $1.83,  in  bunker  $2.18;  W.  T. 
Ramey  &  Company,  Georges  Creek  coal,  alongside  S2.20,  in  bunker  $2.55; 
Belsena  Coal  Mining  Company,  alongside  $1.72,  in  bunker  S2.07;  C.  J.  Witten¬ 
berg,  alongside  $i.8g,  in  bunker  .$2.28;  S.  G.  F rench,  alongside  S1.69,  in  bunker 
^^2.19;  Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  alongside  $1.94,  in  bunker  S2.29;  Allegheny  Coal 
Company,  alongside  $2  10,  in  bunker  S2.55:  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
alongside  $1.90,  in  bunker  S2.25,  Anthracite  range  in  sacks:  G.  Winant  & 
Son,  S7.74;  C.  J.  Wittenberg,  $5.50;  S.G.  French,  S6.95;  Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr, 
$6.00. 

.  ^ 

*  * 

Upon  inquiry  at  the  Chicago  office  of  The  Turney  &  Jones  Company  and  the 
Pennsylvania  &  Ohio  Fuel,  it  was  learned  that  there  was  nothing  special  to  re¬ 
port  except  that  expert  accountants  were  at  work  on  the  books  of  both  com¬ 
panies  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  the  correct  assets  and  liabilities.  As  soon 
as  this  report  is  ready  the  creditors  will  be  advised.  It  is  generally  under¬ 
stood  that  the  eastern  parties  will  endeavor  to  secure  the  Hocking  mines  and 
the  docks  on  the  lakes  in  connection  with  the  Columbus,  andusky  &  Hock¬ 
ing  Railroad,  as  this  road  is  almost  dependent  upon  the  production  of  the 
mines  operated  by  The  Turney  &  Jones  Company  for  their  coal  tonnage. 
There  are  outside  parties,  however,  with  other  interests  who  are  figuring  on  the 
properties  involved.  It  seems  to  be  the  universal  opinion  that  they  are  very 
valuable  properties,  and  that  the  proceeds  of  these  properties,  together  with 
the  quick  assets  of  the  companies,  will  pay  the  liabilities.  While  the  court 
has  instructed  the  receivers  to  continue  the  operation  of  the  mines  and 
docks,  it  is  believed  that  a  sale  of  these  properties  will  be  effected  during  the 
winter  in  order  that  the  re-organized  company  may  take  hold  in  time  for  the 
opening  of  navigation  next  year.  It  is  rumored  that  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
and  Toledo  and  Ohio  Central  roads  are  both  anxious  to  secure  these  properties. 


SHlPBUILDINf;  AT  SEATTLE.  WASH. 

Our  readers  on  the  Pacific  Slope  will  be  interested  in  the  following  details 
of  the  progress  being  made  in  shipbuilding  at  Seattle,  Wash.  While  it  is  gen¬ 
erally  known  that  Seattle  has  some  shipyards,  and  turns  out  sail  and  steam 
vessels,  of  iron  and  wood,  for  the  Federal  government  and  for  private  con¬ 
cerns,  the  extent  of  those  interests  is  not  generally  known.  During  the  first 
seven  months  of  1898  there  were  built  at  Seattle  74  vessels.  Of  these  i  was  of 
718  tons,  I  of  500  tons,  17  of  400  and  upwards,  3  of  300  tons  and  upwards,  13  of 
200  tons  and  upwards,  15  of  too  tons  and  upwards  and  24  of  less  than  too  tons. 
Mr.  Thomas  N.  Prosch,  Secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Seattle, 
Wash.,  has  kindly  furnished  the  foregoing  particulars.  The  cities  in  the  United 
States  are  few  in  number  that  at  any  time  have  built  so  many  (seventy-four), 
vessels  in  so  short  a  period  of  time — seven  months.  The  number  was  unusual 
even  for  Seattle.  Of  the  foregoing  list  of  steamers  twelve  were  built  simulta¬ 
neously  in  one  yard,  the  vessels  being  all  precisely  alike,  of  the  same  appear¬ 
ance,  dimensions,  power  and  tonnage,  and  all  intended  for  the  same  trade,  that 
of  the  Yukon  river  in  Alaska.  They  were  launched  as  nearly  together  as  pos¬ 
sible,  and  they  went  north  together. 

Mr.  Prosch  siys:  “Our  people  take  great  interest  in  the  revival  of  Ameri¬ 
can  shipping  in  the  foreign  trade,  as  they  confidently  believe  that  Seattle  and 
the  towns  in  its  vicinity  will  in  time  be  as  noted  for  shipyards  as  Maine,  the 
Delaware  or  the  Clyde  itself.” 
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j*  ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 

j  Membership  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and 

Wisconsin . 3®® 

I  Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ Association  of  Ohio.  579 

Membership  of  the  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Association  177 

'  Membership  of  the  Indiana  Coal  Association  .  83 


The  fire  in  the  Racine  colliery  at  Pittston,  Pa.,  has  been  quenched  by 
flooding,  and  the  pumps  have  been  stopped. 

J.  D.  Dunbar  has  sold  out  his  coal  business  at  Winchester  to  Henry  Griffin 
of  Keene,  N.  Y.,  who  took  possession  last  week. 

The  Board  of  Education  of  Youngstown,  O.,  has  awarded  the  contract  to 
supply  the  schools  with  fuel  to  Andrews  Hill  Co.  There  were  proposals  from 
other  concerns. 

Brown  &  Co.’s  coal  mines  at  Boston  near  McKeesport,  Pa.,  will  resume 
work  next  week.  A  carload  of  lumber  was  received  yesterday  to  make  needed 
improvements  to  the  plant. 


In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manifested  in  tne  severa. 
I  State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  is  Ihe 
i  '  Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
;  organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
^  may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 
Interest  them. 


'  There  was  an  open  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Coal  Deal- 
ers’  Association  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  in  the  club  room  of  the  Plankington 
'I  House,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  November  22,  1898. 

■  ?'  if! 

*  * 

Secretary  Lukens  reports  an  attendance  of  some  41;  to  50  members  and 
the  meeting  was  enthusiastic.  Several  complaints  of  scalping  were  satisfac- 
;  torily  adjusted  by  bringing  the  shipper  and  complainant  dealer  together. 


1  WHAT  HEOLOHY  OWES  THE  COAL  MINER. 

'jf  _ 

At  a  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Engineers’  Club  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 

i  Dr.  Orton,  of  the  Ohio  State  University,  was  introduced  to  read  a  paper  on 
"What  Geology  Owes  the  Coal  Miner.  ’ 

Among  other  things  he  said  that  geology  owes  a  very  great  debt  to  the  coal 
miner.  He  called  attention  to  some  of  the  more  important  points  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  development  of  the  science  of  geology.  Nothing  in  the  science  is 
more  fundamental  then  correctly  fixmg  the  orderly  succession  of  rock  forma¬ 
tions,  which  constitute  the  surface  of  the  earth  and  distinguish  the  strata  by 
the  fossils  they  contain.  It  is  on  the  testimony  of  fossils  that  the  geologist 
forms  his  judgments  and  opinions,  and  it  is  on  the  testimony  of  fossils  that  the 
whole  superstructure  of  geology  is  founded. 

‘‘  William  Smith,  an  Englishman,  was  the  first  geologist.  He  foreshadowed 

the  science  as  it  is  developed  today  in  1873,  when  he  determined  the  succes- 
,  sion  and  the  order  of  formation  of  strata  in  the  surface  of  the  earth  which, 
politically  speaking,  is  the  kingdom  of  England.  William  Smith  called  him- 
‘i.I  self  a  surveyor  of  the  under  strata  of  the  earth.  While  superintending  the 
'  work  of  digging  a  canal  for  an  English  coal  and  mining  company  he  came  to 
A  the  conclusion  that  the  curious  strata  had  once  been  the  bed  of  the  sea.  This 
,f  conclusion  marks  the  beginning  of  the  development  of  one  of  the  most 
:  important  of  all  sciences.  Mr.  Smith  recognized  the  very  important  fact,  and 

was  the  first  to  recognize  it,  that  each  stratum  had  fossils  peculiar  to  itself 
■  Here  Dr.  Orton  called  attention  to  some  of  the  fallacies  and  follies  of  old 
theories  about  the  surface  of  the  earth  and  the  creation  in  general.  William 
Smith,  he  said,  was  extremely  cautious  and  wise  in  not  confusing  the  incep- 
-  tion  of  a  science  with  the  theology  of  a  hundred  years  ago  which  was  receiv¬ 
ing  the  attention  of  all  alleged  philosophers  and  thinkers  of  the  day.  Smiih’s 
theories  were  not  at  all  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  creation,  as  recited  in 
Genesis,  and  Dr.  Orton  thinks  it  strange,  indeed,  that  the  subterrannean 
surveyor  did  not  come  in  collision  with  the  theologians.  Smith  was  the  first 
to  construct  a  geological  map  of  England,  which  occupied  much  of  his  time; 
in  fact,  the  best  years  of  his  life.  He  was  the  first  to  define  and  determine  the 
order  of  formation  of  earth  strata.  This  is  a  great  work  in  the  light  of  recent 
developments. 

Coal  mining  has  brought  to  light  many  new  facts  concerning  geology  and 
the  apotheosis  of  the  coal  digger  will  be  performed  by  geology  itself.  Coil 
mining  discovered,  in  pliin  language,  the  science  of  geology  and  the  geological 
scientist.  Now  the  scientist  is  returning  the  compliment  by  discovering  coal. 

I  The  miner  has  enriched  the  science  by  making  many  valuable  contributions 
to  it.  The  coal  miner  has  helped  us  to  understand  and  to  determine  the  flora 
:  of  the  carboniferous  age.  We  are  now  nearly  as  closely  acquainted  with  this 

flora  as  we  are  with  plants  that  grow  on  high  mountains  or  at  the  north  pole. 

-  After  paying  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  coal  miner  Dr.  Orton  responded 
to  a  host  of  questions  propounded  by  his  auditors  with  an  alacrity  as  astonish- 
[-.  ing  as  his  fund  of  information  was  vast  and  exact. 

!  j  In  response  to  a  query  as  to  the  etymology  of  the  word  "cannel,”  as  applied 
to  a  certain  kind  of  coil,  he  said  the  word  is  the  degeneration  of  candle,  be- 
-  cause  the  coal  it  designates  burns  as  easily  as  a  tallow  candle. 

I  . 

'  W.  D.  Althouse  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  have  leased  large  coal  tracts  at 

Garrett,  W.  Va.,  in  the  Elk-Lick  region  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad. 


The  Huntingdon  and  Broad  Top  Mountain  Railroad  and  Coal  Co.  makes 
the  following  statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported  over  the  road  for  the 
week  ending  November  12,  1898,  and  previously  during  the  year; 


Week,  Total  for  Total  for 

1898.  year  1898.  year  1897. 

Broad  Top,  tons .  9.990  386,290  397.407 

Cumberland,  tons .  33.9'*  L332,95o  1,343,216 


Total .  43.902  1,740,241  1,740,624 

Increase  for  week  .  10,548 

Decrease  for  year .  21,383 


(Market  Review  continued  from  page  ^yi.) 
ment  of  soft  coal  in  New  York  harbor.  All  rail  trade  is  better. 
Before  the  contract  season  opens,  which  is  now  at  hand,  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  presidents  of  the  soft  coal  carrying  roads  will  be  held 
in  Philadelphia,  and  a  strong  effort  made  to  advance  through 
freight  rates. 

Philadelphia  advices  are  that  there  is  not  likely  to  be  any  ad¬ 
vance  in  selling  prices  of  anthracite  this  year,  though  there  are 
flying  rumors  that  they  are  to  be  placed  upon  a  better  basis  in 
1899.  Chestnut  coal  is  short  with  all  the  producing  interests  and 
commands  a  relatively  higher  price  than  the  other  sizes.  There 
is  a  fair  tonnage  of  soft  coal  being  handled  but  it  is  held  in  check 
by  the  continued  shortage  of  cars. 

Our  Duluth  correspondent  reports  that  the  severe  weather  in 
the  Northwest  has  had  a  marked  effect  on  the  coal  business,  or¬ 
ders  numerous,  and  quick  shipments  urged.  Cars  are  in  good 
supply  as  receipts  of  grain  are  very  heavy.  Nut  and  egg  anthra¬ 
cite  are  in  short  supply  and  prices  stronger. 

Buffalo  advices  are  that  there  is  great  activity  in  both  anthra¬ 
cite  and  bituminous  coal.  The  cold  weather  has  increased  the 
movement  locally  and  from  docks  for  Western  shipment.  Chest¬ 
nut  coal  is  in  particularly  good  demand  and  scarce.  Shipments 
of  coal  westward  last  week,  endingNovember  19,  were  among  the 
largest  of  the  season,  and  aggregated  112,805  tons,  distributed  as 
follows:  Chicago,  49,480  tons;  Milwaukee,  14,400  tons;  Duluth, 
16,000  tons;  Superior,  22,200  tons;  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  700  tons; 
Racine,  1,400  tons;  Marquette,  1,500  tons;  Toledo.  1,675  tons; 
Manitowoc,  1,500  tons;  Gladstone,  2,800  tons  and  Parry  Sound, 
1,150  tons.  The  severe  storm  with  zero  weather  at  Duluth  caused 
some  apprehension  of  a  sudden  close  of  navigation.  Coal  rates 
were  40  cents  to  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Duluth,  Superior,  Mar¬ 
quette  and  Gladstone;  50  cents  to  Teledo  and  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
and  60  cents  to  Racine. 

West  Virginia  advices  are  that  certain  changes  which  are  in 
contemplation  in  the  Wheeling  and  Lake  Erie  and  B.  &  O.  roads 
will  greatly  interest  operators  in  that  state,  as  lower  rates  are  in¬ 
timated  on  coal  for  the  western  markets.  There  is  a  good  move¬ 
ment  of  coal  and  coke  in  all  the  producing  regions. 

Our  Cincinnati  correspondent  reports  that  the  recent  large 
coal  receipts  from  Pittsburg  have  had  less  effect  on  the  market 
than  was  anticipated,  as  some  of  the  larger  tows  passed  without 
stopping,  while  several  of  them  added  loaded  boats  to  their  tows 
and  proceeded  down  the  river.  It  is  doubtful  if  there  is  more 
coal  there  now  than  there  was  previous  to  the  last  two  runs  from 
Pittsburg.  There  is  some  slight  shading  of  prices,  but  the  market 
is  strong  considering  the  amount  of  coal  there.  Anthracite  is 
steady  and  demand  fair.  The  stage  of  water  is  good  and  trans¬ 
portation  of  coal  uninterrupted  between  Pittsburg  and  New  Or- 


;  Mr.  J.W.  Paul,  chief  mine  inspector  of  West  Virginia,  was  at  Morgantown 

last  week  on  his  return  trip  from  a  visit  to  the  mines  of  the  state.  He  reports 
n  them  all  running  on  full  time  and  that  both  coal  and  coking  operations  are 
li  ,  ;  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  state. 

7  !;  A.  J.  Asher,  a  wealthy  lumberman  of  Pineville,  Ky.,  has  bought  200  acres 
'■  of  mineral  land  six  miles  from  that  town  and  at  once  commenced  to  develop 

I  the  coal.  He  will  build  a  branch  railroad  from  this  place  to  the  mines,  and 

also  erect  about  100  tenement  houses  for  employes.  The  new  industry  will 
*  employ  about  100  miners. 

The  Montague  mine  at  South  McAlester,  I.  T.,  lately  leased  to  the  Kansas 
'  ’  and  Texas  Coal  company,  has  been  on  fire  during  the  past  week.  The  fire 
I  taged  so  fiercely  that  all  the  openings  had  to  be  closed,  so  as  to  make  the 

mine  as  nearly  air  tight  as  possible,  with  the  hope  of  smothering  out  the  fire. 

’  '  The  mine  has  been  opened  and  it  is  thought  that  the  fire  can  be  put  out. 
'  The  loss  will  amount  to  several  thousand  dollars. 


leans. 

St.  Louis  advices  are  that  the  bituminous  coal  market  is  a 
wide  open  one,  without  any  established  price.  There  is  no  uni¬ 
formity  or  unanimity  among  the  sales  agents,  and  each  one  does 
the  best  he  can.  Receipts  at  East  St.  Louis  average  about  550 
cars  daily. 

Our  Pittsburg  correspondent  reports  continued  complaint 
among  the  railroad  operators  of  scarcity  of  cars  for  lake  ship¬ 
ments,  as  demand  is  urgent  on  account  of  navigation  soon  clos¬ 
ing.  The  new  steel  cars  now  being  introduced  on  some  of  the 
roads  arc  welcomed  by  shippers,  as  it  is  said  they  can  be  used 
for  coal  only,  and  therefore  will  not  be  liable  to  stray  off  with 
other  freight. 


■J  . 
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[November  26 


OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


WESTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Beof  Interes 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


B.  F.  Redmond  is  a  new  dealer  at  Elko,  Nevada. 

*  * 

Chas.  A.  Williams  is  a  new  dealer  at  Niles,  Mich. 

.  * 

*  * 

L.  Bowers  &  Co.  are  new  dealers  at  Aleda,  Illinois. 

**• 

Sheelken  &  Dome  succeed  John  Sh;elken  at  McCure,  Ohio. 

* 

9k  * 

J,  P.  Logan  has  opened  a  coal  and  wood  yard  at  Butler,  Mo. 

9k  :k 

Irving  Child  succeeds  to  the  business  of  C.  W.  Hines,  Sparta,  Wis. 


R.  H.  Nance,  Berwick,  Ill.,  has  sold  his  coal  business  to  a  Mr.  Shanley  of 
that  place. 


5k 

4:  9k 


Robert  Woods  has  bought  the  coal  and  wood  business  of  Claud  Lingle, 
Clinton,  Mo. 


* 

*  * 


H.  J.  Light  &  Co.  have  purchased  the  coal  business  of  E.  C.  Laughlin, 
Salina,  Kansas. 


5k 

9k  9k 


George  M.  Pratt  has  opened  a  new  coal  office  at  the  foot  of  College  street, 
Middletown.  Ct. 


5k 

9Cs  9k 


James  Murphy’s  branch  coal  yard  on  North  Main  street.  Union,  Kas.,  is 
nearly  completed. 

9k  » 

Miller  &  Miller  have  moved  into  their  new  coa.1  yard  at  323  S.  Third  St., 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 


)k 

9k  9k 


Edward  K.  Greble,  Enon,  Ohio,  has  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  coal 
business  to  Mr.  Leffel. 


5k 

±  is 


Clarence  S.  Smith  has  bought  the  interest  of  W.  Heron  in  the  firm  of 
Heron  &  Smith,  South  Medford,  Mass. 


* 


The  coal  war  is  still  on  at  Middletown,  Ohio.  One  dealer  has  reduced 
the  price  of  Lehigh  coal  to  $3.90  a  ton. 


4: 

*  * 


Oscar  Amberg  bought  the  Gibbons  coal  yard,  Wheelersburg,  Ohio,  last 
week,  consideration  being  three  thousand  dollars. 


•¥ 

9k  5k 


Willis  H.  Chase  has  leased  the  Hoffman  coal  yard  at  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  and 
will  be  ready  for  business  by  the  first  of  the  month. 


J  * 

*  * 


Perkins,  King  &  Co.,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  announce  that  their  coal  pock¬ 
ets  are  completed,  the  capacity  of  which  is  1,600  tons. 


* 

*  * 


The  Little  Falls  (N.Y.)  coal  company  has  filed  a  certificate  with  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  state  announcing  that  all  of  its  capital  stock,  which  amounts  to  $6,000, 
has  been. 


* 

9k  ;k 

Ralph  Clifford  will  build  several  large  sheds  and  otherwise  improve  his 
coal  yard  at  M  mson.  Mass.,  in  order  that  he  may  handle  more  quickly  a  rap¬ 
idly  increasing  business. 

* 

9k  9k 

Mr.  Edward  K.  Shera,  who  for  eight  years  has  been  with  Mather  Bros., 
Richmond,  I nd..  has  started  into  the  coal  business  for  himself  at  272  Ft. 
Wayne  Ave.,  Richmond. 

* 

5k  5k 

The  Walnut  Hills  Coal  Company,  of  Cincinnati,  O.,  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  with  a  cipital  stock  of  $25,000.  The  incorporators  are  A.  L.  and  C.  L. 
Bowman,  Clifford  Muller  and  John  G.  Deukelbihler. 

:k 

5k  5k 

Mr.  W.  E.  Butterworth,  who  has  been  conducting  a  coal  and  wood  busi¬ 
ness  at  Meshawaka,  Ind.,  has  sold  out  to  Messrs.  George  Eberhart  and  Fred 
Rankert,  who  took  charge  of  the  business  last  week. 

* 

*  * 

The  firm  of  Miller  &  Ferris  at  Verona  station,  N.  Y.,  dealers  in  coal,  is  to 
he  succeeded  on  D  icember  i  by  a  new  firm,  to  be  known  as  Ferris  &  White. 
Herm  in  White,  who  succeeds  Mr.  Miller,  is  a  well  known  young  man  of  that 
vicinity. 

■Y 

5k  9k 

Henry  J.  Wright,  West  Gardiner,  Mass.,  is  making  quite  extensive  im¬ 
provements  about  his  coil  and  wood  yard.  He  has  built  a  coal  shed  and  scales 
and  is  at  present  extending  his  woodshed  some  30  feet,  roofing  it  with  corru¬ 
gated  iron. 


The  Bruce  &  Reese  Coal  Co.,  Rich  Hill,  Mo.,  have  commenced  hoisting 
coal  at  the  new  slope  last  week. 

At  West  Littleby,  near  Mexico,  Mo.,  Wm.Barricks  and  James  Geedings 
are  opening  a  coal  mine  on  the  former’s  land. 

Several  negroes  were  seriously  injured  on  Monday  by  an  explosion  of  coal 
gas  at  No.  i  mine  of  the  Pana  Coal  Co.,  Pana,  Ill. 

The  Hocking  Coal  Co.,  Albia,  Iowa,  has  bought  157  acres  of  land  adjoin¬ 
ing  its  mine.  The  price  paid  is  said  to  have  been  $45  per  acre. 

T.  H.  Jarvis  has  the  machinery  installed  for  his  new  coal  shaft  at  Astoria, 
Ill.  The  shaft  is  6x12  feet  and  is  being  sunk  rapidly  to  the  coal. 

The  Alden  coal  mines  near  Winslow,  Ind.,  will  be  opened  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  December.  The  mines  will  employ  a  large  number  of  men. 

R.  H.  Boomer  has  purchased  320  acres  of  land  near  Chestnut,  near  Boze¬ 
man,  Mont.  It  runs  full  length  of  a  valuable  eoal  measure,  to  which  Mr. 
Boomer’s  property  commands  entrance. 

W.  H.  Adamson  is  building  an  inclined  tipple  at  his  coal  mine  at  Labeta, 
Cal.,  so  that  the  empty  cars  will  be  pulled  up  into  the  mine  by  the  loaded  cars. 
He  is  getting  ready  to  increise  his  output  to  meet  the  increased  demand  that 
is  being  created  for  Indian  Creek  coal. 

Ira  Franklin  is  manager  of  the  Wolford  coal  mines  at  Clemens,  Ohio.  Mr. 
Franklin  has  run  fifty  thousand  bushels,  and  has  orders  tor  twenty  thou¬ 
sand  bushels  more,'  also  that  he  is  selling  coal  higher  than  at  any  time  during 
Cleveland’s  administration  and  the  people  seem  to  have  plenty  of  money. 

The  Courier-Herald,  Saginaw,  Mich.,  says:  Tests  being  made  by  the 
Chappell-Benham  syndicate  on  the  2,000  acres  under  lease  on  the  line  of  ihe 
Saginaw,  Tuscola  &  Huron  railroad  bear  out  the  first  find  of  over  10  feet  of 
coal  within  200  feet  of  the  surface,  as  published  in  these  columns  some  time  ago. 

A  fifty-inch  vein  of  coal  has  been  discovered  near  the  Hotel  Oaks  in  Elec¬ 
tric  Spring  park,  near  Warrensburg,  Mo.  An  investigation  by  State  Geologist 
Gallagher  shows  that  five  coal  beds  are  on  the  land.  George  W.  Colburn,  the 
owner,  has  emplo>ed  fi  .ty  men  to  develop  the  vein.  The  tract  has  three 
hundred  acres. 

The  work  at  the  new  Colfax  mine  near  Bloomington,  Ill  ,  is  progressing 
nicely.  The  plant  is  getting  new  engines  and  will  be  thoroughly  equipped  in 
a  few  days.  Tnere  are  thirty  men  at  work  and  about  twenty  to'-s  of  coal  per 
day  are  being  raised  on  an  average.  More  will  be  raised  when  the  large  en¬ 
gines  are  in  place. 

Contractors  Vance  &  Johnson,  who  have  been  drilling  for  coal  on  the 
Fitzhugh  farm  outside  the  city  limits  of  Saginaw,  Mich.,  have  struck  a  seven- 
foot  vein  of  coal.  The  coal  is  of  excellent  quality  and  the  vein  has  a  two-foot 
roof  of  slate.  Mr.  Vance  stales  that  the  vein  has  every  indication  of  being  the 
best  yet  found  in  Saginaw  county. 

A  correspondent  at  Lincoln,  Neb.,  writes;  “Railroad  men  scout  the  idea 
of  a  coal  famine  this  winter,  saying  that  the  coal  companies  have  an  abund¬ 
ance  ot  the  product  mined  and  that  the  stringency  in  the  car  supply  has  been 
relieved.  Still,  it  is  admitted  that  a  few  weeks  of  cold  weather  would  make 
the  railroads  hustle  for  cars  to  handle  the  transportation  of  fuel.’’ 

After  operations  extending  over  only  sixteen  days  the  West  Bay  City  Mining 
Co.,  Bay  City,  Mich.,  struck  a  vein  of  coal  at  the  bottom  of  its  shaft  in  Frank- 
enlust  township.  The  shaft  is  entirely  completed  and  mining  will  be 
commenced  at  once.  The  buildings  are  being  erected.  The  shaft  is  down 
ninety  feet  and  three  gangs  ot  men  are  at  work.  The  company  has  1,500  acres 
of  land  under  lease. 

About  fifty  miners  (mostly  Austrians),  have  removed  from  Forbush,  Ap¬ 
panoose  county,  Iowa,  to  Polk  county  because  they  did  not  get  along  well  with 
colored  miners.  The  Whitebreast  Mining  company  employ  a  force  of  several 
hundred  negro  miners  at  the  mine  and  their  relations  with  the  Austrians,  it  is 
reported,  have  not  been  the  most  pleasant.  Work  at  the  mine  has  been  only 
fair  the  past  two  months  and  it  is  possible  that  this  had  something  to  do 
toward  causing  the  miners  to  leave  lor  Polk  county. 

Judging  from  the  reports  coming  from  the  coal  mines,  the  smelters,  rail¬ 
road  companies  and  other  large  consumers  of  the  black  di  imond  in  Colorado, 
it  would  appear  that  not  for  many  years  has  there  been  as  much  activity  in 
Colorado  as  is  now  witnessed.  I'he  smelters  are  using  greater  quantities  of  coke, 
the  railroads  are  the  busiest  they  ever  were  and  every  available  locomotive  is 
used  in  the  transportation  of  tonnage.  Other  industries,  manufacturing,  etc., 
are  full  of  orders.  Over  7,000  miners  are  engaged,  and  the  output  of  coal  is 
ioo,coo  tons  daily. 

At  Trail  Creek,  near  Bozeman,  Mont.,  C.  W.  Hoffman  is  making  exten¬ 
sive  preparations  to  mine  500  tons  of  coal  from  the  Mountain  House  each  day. 
The  work  he  has  done  will  make  this  possible  by  the  time  the  track  reaches 
the  mine.  Cook  &  Bell  will  mine  1,000  tons  per  day  and  are  running  a 
double  track  tunnel  and  putting  in  mach  nery,  which,  together  with  the  work 
—they  have  a  crew  of  twenty-six  men — will  represent  an  expenditure  of  $50,- 
000.  Mr.  Cook  says  the  demand  for  Trail  Creek  coal  will  be  enormous,  and 
in  his  opinion,  the  mines,  big  and  little,  will  not  near  supply  the  demand  of 
householders,  in  this  state  the  first  year. 

T.  J.  Lewis,  W.  H.  Lewis  and  Wm.  Richardson  have  leased  the  privilege 
of  mining  coal  under  520  acres  of  land  at  Tower  10,  some  three  miles  west  of 
Albia,  Iowa.  They  have  set  a  drill  to  work,  and  as  there  is  no  doubt  about 
there  being  a  good  paying  vein  of  coal  under  all  of  the  land,  it  may  be  antici¬ 
pated  lh.it  a  good  coal  plant  will  be  in  operation  there  in  a  short  time.  The 
Lewis’s  were  connected  with  the  Enterprise  mine  for  fifteen  years,  and  it  made 
them  a  great  deal  of  money.  Mr.  Richardson  has  been  connected  with  the 
mine  at  Cedar  Mines  several  years.  They  are  practical  coal  men,  with  long 
experience  in  mining  and  as  operators,  and  in  addition  they  have  abundance 
of  money  and  unlimited  credit. 
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A  special  from  Greensburg.  Pa  ,  says:  The  Overton  coal  field,  one  of  the 

oldest  ui  the  Connellsville  region,  his  been  exhausted,  and  as  a  result  the  fa¬ 
mous  plant  has  been  closed.  The  la-t  coke  was  drawn  a  few  days  ago  It  is 

said  the  Southwest  Connellsville  Coke  company  will  likely  purchase  the  old 

nlant.  Engineers  are  making  surveys  with  a  view  of  either  a  le  tse  of  the 
ovens  and  hjuses  to  that  company,  or  a  purchase  outright.  The  plant  contains 
no  ovens  and  about  6o  tenement  houses.  The  plant  was  one  of  the  best 
money  makers  in  the  region. 

Transportation  and  traffic  officials  at  Columbus,  0  th.  declare  that  in  all 
their  expereience  they  have  never  known  such  a  car  famine  as  now  exists  or 
such  abuse  of  equipment  by  lines  which  have  heretofore  refused  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  connecting  lines  in  diverting  cirs  to  their  OArn  use.  On  the  ran 
Handle  there  is  a  shortage  of  i.goo  cars;  the  Hocking  Valley  is  short  300  coal 
cars  to  place  at  the  mmes,  while  the  Columaus.  S  induskv  &  Hocking  has  only 

1  one-third  the  coal  cars  necessary  to  place  at  mines  along  the  line. 

.  c. 


-AGENT 


Delaware,  Lackawanna  Western  Railroad  Company’s 

SCRANTON  COAL. 

Or^  Soft  Oool  Oolsio. 


W'.X  VV\\N\ 


C.  L.  DERINC,  Manager. 


CmcA-OO, 


The  St.  Louis  and 
Big  Muddy  Coai  Go. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE: 

CARBONDALE,  ILL. 


MINES  NEAR. 


CAPACITY 

2,500  nr 

TONS  Ltl 

DAILY. 


CARTEDVILLE, 
Williamson  County, 

ILL. 


SOLE 

PROPRIETORS 


COAL. 


TRADE  MARK. 

A  600  ton  daily  capacity  Luhrig  Ccnl  Washing  Plant  operated  in  connection  wKh  mine. 


KEYSTONE 

JERMYN 

WILKESBARRE 


WILLIAMS  &  PETERS, 

General  Sales  Agents  for  the;  Erie  R.  R.  Company’s  and  New  Y3rk,  Susquehanna  &  Western  Coal  Company’s 

AN'THRAGI'TE.  AND  EBI'TUMINOUS  clarion 

DAGUS 


COAL. 

SOLE  AGENTS  FOR  THE  BLOSSJ3URG  COAL  COML^ANY. 


BLOSSBURG 


MAIN  OFFICE: 


BRANCH  OFFICES; 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Boston,  Mass. 

M.  E.  ROBINSON,  Western  Sales  Agent,  BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 


SHIPPING  WHARVES: 


Washington  Building,  -  igo.  1  Broadway,  Weehawken,  N^  J. 

NEW  YORK.  Edgewater.  N.  J 


Buffalo,  N.  Y 
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EASTEHN  COAL  AM)  COKE  XOTES. 


A  charter  has  been  granted  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  to  West  Branch  Valley  R 
It  will  traverse  rich  coal  fields.  The  construction  of  the  new  line  from 
Clearfield  to  Williamsport  is  about  to  begin. 

The  Trenton  potteries  of  New  Jersey  are  complaining  of  the  scarcity  of 
coal.  The  only  reason  assigned  is  heavy  shipments  of  coal  to  the  West,which 
has  made  cars  very  scarce.  Unless  coal  arrives  soon  soma  of  the 
will  have  to  close  down. 


potteries 


S.  F.  Dana,  of  Cincinnati,  is  up  in  the  Kanawha  district  investigating  his 
extensive  Campbell  Creek  coal  mines.  Mr.  Dana  believes  that  it  is  but  a 
matter  of  a  short  time  that  the  Kanawha  will  be  the  leading  coal  contributing 
district  to  the  Queen  city. 

The  Brewster  Coal  Co.,  of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  has  leased  2,000  acres  of  coal 
land  in  Tuscarawas  county  near  Magnolia,  and  will  open  mines  on  the  property. 
The  Cleveland  Terminal  &  Valley  railway  will  run  a  branch  line  to  the  mines 
and  several  hundred  carloads  of  coal  will  be  mined  a  day. 

The  large  washer  at  No.  6  shaft  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  Pittston 
Pa.,  was  put  in  operation  last  week.  It  is  used  to  wash  culm,  and  is  one  of 
the  largest  in  that  vicinity.  The  plant  is  located  about  2,000  yards  west  of  the 
breaker  and  beside  a  culm  bank  that  is  unusually  large. 

Pittsburg  advices  tell  of  an  effort  to  form  an  organization  of  Pittsburg  and 
Kanawha  coai  operators  with  a  view  to  limiting  river  shipments  of  coal  to 
Cincinnati  and  Pittsburg,  with  a  view  to  holding  prices  stiff.  This  plan  has 
been  in  operation  for  years  as  regards  the  New  Orleans  market. 

The  October  report  of  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Clei  eland,  O.,  shows 
that  shipments  of  coal  from  lake  ports  in  the  Cuyahoga  district  for  the  month 
where  192,957  tons,  which  is  73,375  tons  less  than  were  shipped  during  the  same 
month  last  year.  This  falling  off  was  due  to  the  scarcity  of  cars. 

Another  1 7-foot  vein  of  coal  has  been  discovered  on  the  lands  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railroad  company,  east  of  Barney  Paul's  hotel.  Black  Ridge,  near 
Hazelton,  Pa.  The  coal  is  of  excellent  quality,  and,  unlike  that  of  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  track,  will  be  easily  mined,  as  it  is  not  covered  by  any  top  rock. 

The  Delaware  &  Hudson  Canal  Co.  have  purchased  500  acres  of  coal  land 
north  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Pa.  It  is  expected  the  company  will  strip  the  land  for 
the  vein  of  coal  that  lies  under  it,  as  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  strata  will  not 
allow  mining.  In  many  places  the  coal  is  only  50  or  60  feet  below  the  surface 
of  the  ground. 

The  miners  in  some  of  the  outlying  districts  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  have 
grown  tired  of  contributing  5  per  cent  of  their  wages  for  the  purpose  of  as¬ 
sisting  and  aiding  the  striking  miners  in  the  Fourth  pool,  and  last  week  in¬ 
stituted  a  vigorous  kick.  Union  officials  had  to  be  called  from  Pittsburg  to 
quell  the  trouble. 

The  Coulter  &  Huff  Coal  company  have  ordered  about  1,000  turkeys  to 
distribute  among  their  employes  at  the  different  works  near  Greensburg.  This 
is  an  annual  Thanksgiving  present  for  the  coal  workers  of  this  firm.  The  coal 
company  made  it  a  rule  to  give  to  each  employe  a  turkey,  some  years  ago, 
and  will  continue  this  work. 

The  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.  are  having  plans  made  for  a  culm  washery 
which  will  be  erected  near  the  enormous  culm  pile  of  the  Racket  Brook 
breaker,  Carbondale,  Pa.  The  building  of  the  new  washery  will  give  work  to 
a  large  number  of  carpenters  for  some  dme  to  come,  as  the  structure,  when 
finished,  will  be  almost  the  size  of  a  breaker. 

The  project  once  advocated  by  ex-Senator  Brice  for  a  coal  road  through 
the  mineral  regions  of  Columbiana  County,  O.,  from  the  river  at  East  Liverpool 
to  Lisbon,  has  been  revived  in  the  interest  of  the  Pittsburg  &  Western.  It  is 
proposed  to  extend  the  Lisbon  &  ^7estern  from  Lisbon  to  Congress  Lake 
where  connection  will  be  made  with  the  Cleveland,  Canton  &  Southern. 

The  improvement  in  the  bitu  ninous  coal  trade  here  is  quite  marked. 
The  miners  of  the  Fall  Brook  Cool  Company  are  running  full  time,  and  Su¬ 
perintendent  Fearing  reports  a  busier  m^nth  just  passed  than  the  company  has 
experienced  in  a  decade  of  years.  At  Arnot  and  Fall  Brook  the  mines  are 
working  on  full  time  or  nearly  so.  It  is  esdmated  that,  during  the  week  clos¬ 
ing  tomorrow,  there  will  have  been  shipped  fro.'.i  the  collieries  surrounding 
this  town  upwards  of  1000  cars  of  coal. 

The  Beech  Creek  Railroad  makes  the  following  statement  of  coal  shipped 
over  the  road  for  the  week  ending  November  14,  1898,  and  for  the  year  to 
that  date: 


Some  of  the  Pittsburg  river  coal  operators  are  said  to  be  looking  for  Kan¬ 
awha  river  West  Virginia  coal  lands  that  can  be  bought  at  a  reasonable  figure. 
It  IS  said  that  the  Pittsburg  coal  men  are  alive  to  the  fact  that  in  order  to  hold" 
their  place  in  the  river  coal  trade  of  the  south,  they  will  have  to  shape  their 
affairs  in  such  a  way  as  to  enable  them  to  compete  with  the  West  Vire-inia 
operators.  ” 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  and  coke  originat- 
ing  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  November  12 

1898,  and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison _ .with  the  previous  year  as 

follows:  ’  ’ 


Anthracite,  tons. 
Bituminous,  tons . 


Total .  519,342 


1898. 

1898. 

1897. 

Week  ending  Year  to 

Year  to 

Nov.  12. 

N01 .12. 

Nov.  13, 

103.327 

3,264,221 

3,200,997 

293.045 

12,048,318 

10,844.535 

1 22,970 

5.150,501 

4.111.424 

519.342 

20,463,040 

18.156,955 

FOR 


GOAL 


MINE  OPERATORS, 
AGENTS  AND 
SALESMEN  ON  THE  ROAD 

Hyatt’s  Telegraph  Code 

IS  A  MONEY  SAVER. 

Will  save  75  per  cent  on  Telegraph  Bills. 

SECOND  EDITION  NOW  READY. 

PRICE,  $1.50. 

This  small  sum  Is  covered  in  a  very  few  telegrams. 

The  only  General  Code  ever  published  covering  Coal  and  Coke 

from  all  districts. 

For  further  iDformation  address  fne  compiler, 

O-  F*. 

DETROIT, 


MICHIGAN. 


EARLINCTON,  KY. 

BEST  KENTUCKY  COAl-LUMP  AND  CRUSHED  COKE. 


J.  W.  BRIDGMAN.  General  Agent. 


316  WESTERN  UNION  BLOC.,  CHICAGO 


Week.  Tons. 

In'  1898 .  77^891 

Same  time  last  year . . .  78,237 


Increase  . 
Decrease. 


TH£  CELEBRATED 


SMITHING  COAL 


J.  B.  CABLE,  Pres.  GEO.  BI.  SPACE,  Vice-Pres. 

F.  L.  CHAPMAN,  Sec.  H.  W.  C.  BOVVDOIN,  Treas. 

OHIO  GOAL  GO. 

General  Offices:  Pioneer  Press  Building,  ST. PAUL,  MINN. 

«#•  Agencies  at... 

Ashland,  West  Superiur,  Green  Bay,  Milwaukee,  His.; 

St.  Paul,  Minucapoiis,  Duluth,  Minu.;  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 
...Distributing'  Docks... 

Duluth,  Ashland,  West  Superior,  Milwaukee. 

DEALERS  IN 

ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  GOALS 

ALSO 

BEST  GRADES  OF  COKE 

DAVIS  COAL  AND  col  COMPAN»r“  . 

BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  TKE 

Davis  Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


Year.  Tons. 
3,896,600 
3.268,537 


346 


628,062 


SOLE  AGENTS  FOR 

E.LK  GftRDEN 


High  in  Carbon. 

Low  in  Sulphur  and  Ash. 


\7 


For  Ore  Smelters,  Foundries 
and  Family  Use. 


Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont7  W  Va. 

SMITHINc'’COAL '^AND  CRUSHED  COKE^A  SPECIALTY. 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


In  the  Fairmont  region  of  West  Virginia  only  the  slack  is  used  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  coke. 

In  the  Upper  Potomac  region  of  West  Virginia  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  has  its  new  mine  ready  for  operation  and  has  demand  for  the  prod¬ 
uct. 

Newport  News,  Va.,  again  has  a  large  fleet  of  war  vessels  mobilized  in  her 
waters  for  coaling  purposes.  The  smaller  vessels  will  probably  be  coaled  at 
Lambert’s  Point. 

The  Warrior  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  has  been  incorporated 
with  a  capital  of  $50,000.  The  incorporators  are  R.  H.  Pearson,  B.  F.  Roden 
and  H.  P.  Thornton. 

The  Glendale  Coal  Company,  Moundsville,  W.  Va.,  is  now  operating  two 
coal  cutting  machines  with  electricity.  The  machines  are  connected  with  a 
wire  to  the  dynamo  in  the  engine  room. 

The  Dora  coal  mines,  near  Birmingham,  Ala.,  which  have  been  shut  down 
for  the  past  four  or  five  months,  resumed  operation  last  week.  The  mine  is 
near  Horse  Creek,  and  has  a  capacity  of  about  200  tons  per  day. 


IMEILSON 

RED^ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

IDICKSOIT  &  EDDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 


Recently  a  fire  occurred  at  the  small  boiler  house  of  the  Crabtree  mine, 
near  Earlington,  Ky.,  which  greatly  damaged  the  contents,  covered  by  insur¬ 
ance.  In  less  than  a  week  the  claim  for  the  loss,  $235.38,  was  paid  in  full  by 
Paul  M.  Moore,  agent  of  the  Royal  Insurance  Co.,  Earlington. 

The  valuable  mineral  lands  of  the  Standard  Coal  &  Coke  Company  located 
in  Campbell  County.  Tenn.,  will  be  sold  under  a  decree  of  the  Federal  Court. 
It  is  probable  that  the  company  will  be  reorganized  after  the  sale  under  a  new 
name.  The  property  is  one  of  the  best  in  that  district.  The  receiver  of  the 
property  is  Mr.  Russell  A.  Clapp,  Knoxville. 

The  people  of  Bessemer,  near  Birmingham,  Ala.,  are  threatened  with  a 
coal  famine.  Large  export  orders  have  so  exhausted  the  supply  and  still  so 
occupy  the  mining  forces  that  it  is  impossible  for  local  dealers  to  get  anything 
like  an  adequate  supply,  and  the  yards  are  being  rapidly  emptied  of  their  store. 
It  was  stated  by  a  prominent  coal  dealer  this  morning  that  he  had  seen  tele¬ 
grams  from  railroad  officials  to  the  effect  that  unless  mines  would  furnish  coal 
for  their  engines  they  must  decline  to  haul  their  output. 


The  Connellsville  Courier’s  special  report  of  the  coke  operation  and  out¬ 
put  of  the  Upper  Potomac  region  for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  November 
I2th,  1898,  is  as  follows: 

Works. 


Custer.. 


Thomas. 


Totals .  617 


Total 

In 

Out 

Days 

Estimated 

Ovens. 

Blast. 

Blast. 

Wk’d. 

Tonnage. 

460 

460 

5 

3.900 

25 

25 

5 

250 

1 10 

1 10 

5 

925 

22 

22 

6 

200 

617 

617 

S.275 

New  York, 

owners 

and  operators  of  the 

large  culm 

washery  near  the  boutn  mill,  pcranton,  ra.,  nave  oegun  me  ercciion  ui  anuiucf 
washery  about  a  half  mile  below  the  Meadow  Brook  colliery.  The  washery 
now  in  operation  but  a  short  time  has  proved  an  immense  success,  and  Messrs. 
Anthony  have  closed  negotiations  with  Connell  &  Co.  for  the  purchase  outright 
of  the  culm  piles  adjacent  to  the  National  and  Meadow  Brook  collieries.  The 
work  of  washing  from  the  big  black  heaps  all  the  marketable  coal  they  contain 
is  going  on  briskly. 


Boston  Office,  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Agrt. 

C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

“AVOCA  ’’  (Pittston  District) 

^‘FRANKLIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 
“LOUISE  ”  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

pittston,  pa.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

Mosbanioii  and  Cambeiland  Vein  Bitniinons  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Title  Building.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


XHexuRNEY  &  JONES  CO., 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  BY  LAKE  AND  RAIL 

•  ■  •  ■  OF  THE  ■  •  •  • 


CONGO  COAL 

Anthracite  and  Smithing  Coals  and  Coke. 

Wyandotte  Building,  No.  355  Dearborn  St. 

COLUMBUS.  O.  CHICACO,  ILL. 

EDIAVl  H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  

r  II  I  la  11  \  Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

™  f  iviines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna.  Headquarters  for 

)  GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

)  For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells- 
(ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing  and 
I  /  domestic  purposes.  1 3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

“  \  tw  Direct  Connections  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

(  Quotations  Freight  Rates  Pamphlets  o'ivine  fullinformation  promptly  furnished  upon  application. 
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Harrison  Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 

Best  Combination  for  Mining  Operations. 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years’ 
Service. 

1600 
Machines 
in  use. 

i:il5 
sq .  ft.  in 
9  honrs. 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 

RECORD: 

17  years 
continn- 
ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
donble 
shift. 


The  Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Company 

COIYIPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


COLUMBUS,  -  -  -  OHIO. 


Special  Points  of  Advantage: 

Cuts  a  perfectly  level  floor;  leaves  no  bottom  coal  for  loaders  to  take  up. 

Works  equally  well  to  right  or  left  across  room  or  entry.  Machine  cuttings  can  be 
shoveled  from  either  side. 

System  of  rollers  by  means  of  which  machine  is  easily  moved  across  face  of  room, 
thereby  greatly  increasing  capacity. 

Shortest  machine  for  length  of  undercut. 

Most  secure  and  easily-handled  rear  jack,  attached  to  machine. 

Simplest  feeding  mechanism  Less  gears  and  fewest  number  of  parts. 

Compa  t  “dust  and  wat  r-proof”  ir  ui-clad  luulcipolar  motor. 

Str  ingest  frame  and  chain,  admitting  of  using  steel  most  economically. 
Chisel-holding  device  covered  by  patents  su  tained  by  Judge  Sage. 

PRICES  AND  ESTIMATES  ON  APPLICATION. 


Electric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  Drills. 

Electric  Shearing  Machines. 
Air  Shearing  Machines. 


Electric  Eongwall  Machines. 
Air  Eongwall  Machines. 
Electric  Eocomotives. 
Electric  Pnmps. 


Manufacturers  DYNAMOS  and  MOTORS. 


ELECTRIC  LOCOMOTIVE. 


GEO.  D,  WHITCOMB  COMPANY,  -  -  -  Chicago,  Illinois. 


The  “Link-Belt”  Electric  Chain  Breast  Machine. 


ELECTRIC  CHAIN  COAL  CUTTER. 


Compressed 

Air 

Goal  Cotling 
Maebioery. 


COVERED 


BY 


FOUR 


U. 


S. 


PATENTS 


ISSUED 


AND  PENDING. 


Power  Generators, 
Mine  Pumps, 
Locomotives, 

Drills,  Etc. 


ELECTRIC 


The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 

Engineers-Founders-Machinists,  Chicago,  u.  s.  a. 
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(IKGOBPOKATBD,) 

OFFICIAL  PAPER  OF  THE  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF 
ILLINOIS  AND  WISCONSIN-Secretary,  F.  E.  Lukens,  Chicago 
'^rn.  THE  MICHICAN  RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCIATION-Secretary, 
James  T.  Eaman,  Detroit,  Mich.;  THE  WHOLESALE  AND 
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Mbs.  H.  a.  BISCHOFF,  Business  Man4ger 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE, 

Yearly  (in  advance), . .  •  .  |3.00 

Single  Copies, . .10 
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Address  all  communications  to 

The  Black  Diamond 
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freight  rates  than  is  apparent  in  this  territory.  Seemingly  more 
laxity  exists  in  railroad  coal  rates  to  the  west  than  is  generally 
supposed,  which  accounts  for  the  relatively  lower  price  at  which 
anthracite  can  be  laid  down  at  certain  points  of  the  western  bounds 
of  Illinois  than  it  can  be  here.  There  is,  however,  but  a  very 
moderate  movement  of  anthracite  in  any  direction  just  now. 

Bituminous  coal  throughout  the  west  is  on  a  boom,  not  exactly 
as  regards  prices,  but  tonnage.  Of  course  prices  have  appreciated 
but  not  commensurately  with  the  demand  for  coal.  Several  of 
the  great  western  railroad  systems  are  buying  coal  freely — one 
or  two  taking  all  they  can  get,  some  are  stocking,  while  others 
claim  to  be  burning  about  all  they  are  receiving.  Confiscation  of 
coal  by  some  railroads  has  been  frequent  during  the  past  ten 
days,  which  together  with  the  heavy  purchases  by  others  has 
created  a  shortage  of  spot  coal  which  has  amounted  to  almost  a 
small  famine  this  week.  Operators  are  inundated  with  orders  for 
bituminous  coal  which  they  are  unable  to  fill  with  any  degree  of 
promptitude.  Of  course  much  of  this  demand  is  directly  attrib¬ 
utable  to  the  colder  weather,  but  it  does  not  account  for  it  all. 
For  some  reason  manufacturing  consumers  are  possessed  with 
the  desire  to  accumulate  some  stock  ahead  of  current  wants, 
though,  so  far,  few  have  accomplished  much  in  this  direc¬ 
tion.  They  evidently  fear  a  snow  blockade  or  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  Christmas,  when  mines  generally  shut  down 
for  a  week,  and  as  it  happens  that  that  day  and  the  New 
Year  are  on  Sunday,  there  is  some  cause  for  their  anxiety  in 
regard  to  fuel.  At  several  groups  of  mines  in  Indiana  and 
Illinois  the  eight-hour  day  instead  of  meaning  one-fifth  of  a 
reduction  in  the  output,  is  actually  one-fourth  and  in  one  or  two 
instances  the  output  has  been  reduced  nearly  one-third,  so  that 
the  cause  of  the  shortage  of  coal  is  readily  accounted  for  just 
now.  Our  prediction  last  week  of  an  urgent  demand  for  coal 
this  week  has  been  verified.  Demand  at  present  is  much  greater 
than  the  supply  and  indications  are  that  this  will  continue  for 
some  time.  The  outlook  is  for  a  stronger  market  for  soft  coal. 

Coke  is  in  steady  demand  and  prospects  good  for  its  continu¬ 
ance.  The  scarcity  of  cars  at  ovens  and  light  stocks  everywhere 
combine  to  keep  prices  on  an  “even  keel”  despite  the  competi¬ 
tion. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 


Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  western  market  is  more  or 
less  menaced  with  a  shortage  of  anthracite  coal  and  particularly 
so  of  the  smaller  sizes,  chestnut,  No.  2  nut  and  pea,  there  has 
been  no  commensurate  advance  in  prices,  excepting  on  the  two 
first  named  and  even  on  these  the  higher  price  is  less  general 
than  the  scarcity  should  demand.  The  same  condition  apparently 
obtains  in  the  eastern  market  for  which  no  satisfactory  explana¬ 
tion  is  given  other  than  that  the  output  at  breaker  has  not  in¬ 
creased.  Despite  the  continued  cold  weather  there  is  but  a 
light  demand  from  the  country,  that  is,  orders  have  been  small  and 
,  by  no  means  numerous,  which  evidences  and  confirms  the  state¬ 
ments,  previously  made  in  these  columns,  that  buying  during  the 
era  of  low  prices  in  July  and  August  was  heavy  and  much 
more  general  than  for  which  it  had  been  given  credit.  Persistent 
I  rumors  of  more  harmonic  relations  between  the  companies  are 
bruited  and  it  really  begins  to  look  as  though  they  bore  some  sem- 
I  blance  of  truth,  yet  there  is  little  probability  of  a  general  advance 
!  in  prices  this  year.  Locally  the  docks  present  a  rather  bare  ap¬ 
pearance  for  this  time  of  the  year  and  accounted  for  by  the  large 
and  continuous  shipments  from  thence  to  outside  points  ever 
since  last  August.  On  some  of  the  docks  the  smaller  sizes 
of  coal  have  been  shipped  as  fast  as  the  vessels  could 
be  unloaded  and  several  of  them  are  now  practically  out 
of  chestnut.  Unless  there  are  very  large  arrivals  of  anthracite 
during  the  remaining  few  days  of  navigation  some  of  the  docks 
will  have  short  supplies,  and  after  the  lake  season  closes  will  be 
obliged  to  depend  upon  all-rail  coal.  Prices  are  better  maintained 
in  states  east  of  here  than  they  are  in  Chicago  or  farther  west. 
’  This  is  unquestionably  due  to  the  stronger  feeling  in  eastern 


Our  New  York  representative  reports  quite  an  improvement 
in  the  demand  for  anthracite  coal.  The  wintry  weather  has 
greatly  increased  consumption  and  dealers  who  have  bought 
lightly  are  now  placing  orders  which  call  for  prompt  delivery. 
Chestnut  and  stove  coal  are  in  short  supply  with  most  of  the 
companies  and  orders  for  a  general  assortment  are  usually  cut 
down  on  those  sizes.  Prices  on  both  stove  and  nut  have  been 
advanced.  The  reports  going  the  rounds  of  the  press  in  regard 
to  a  change  in  the  management  of  the  I.ackawanna  interests  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  without  foundation.  The  tonnage  for  December,  it  is 
believed,  will  be  on  the  same  basis  as  November,  as  the  trade  will 
undoubtedly  absorb  all  the  coal  mined.  The  far  Fast  is  taking 
supplies  regularly,  but  the  large  quantity  of  coal  booked  ahead  is 
a  bar  to  any  improvement  in  price  in  that  territory.  Line  trade 
is  good  and  a  large  tonnage  is  being  delivered.  The  Atlantic 
Seaboard  soft  coal  business  shows  more  activity.  The  feeling 
between  the  main  line  roads  and  the  coal  interests  is  becoming 
more  harmonious  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  the  former  tak¬ 
ing  a  firmer  stand  in  regard  to  freight  rates  which  will  make  it 
better  for  all  concerned.  During  the  recent  storm  in  Boston  har¬ 
bor  the  loss  of  life  is  greatly  deplored.  Quite  a  number  of  coal 
boats  were  wrecked  and  the  loss  will  be  considerable.  There  is  a 
better  demand  in  the  far  East  for  coal,  though  it  is  not  as  active 
as  it  should  be  considering  the  season.  Shipments  to  Sound  ports 
are  more  active  and  New  York  Harbor  trade  is  good,  with  re¬ 
quests  accompanying  orders  for  quick  shipment.  Export  coal 
continues  in  fair  demand.  Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is 
not  up  to  the  normal  as  the  heavy  snow  storm  has  retarded  traffic. 
Car  supply  is  poor  and  embargoes  are  still  in  force.  Vessels  are 
in  moderate  supply  and  agents  are  expecting  an  advance  in  rates. 
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The  Black  Diamond. 


i  EASTERN  OFFICE  OF  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND.  | 

g  29  LIBERTY  STREET,  NEW  YORK  CITY.  g 

PRICES  F.  O.  B.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 

November  30,  1898. 


Broken.  Egg.  Stove.  Nut 

Companies  Free  Burning 


White  Ash .  $3.65  $3.90  $4-15  $3-90 

STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . $2.25-$2.5o 

Buckwheat .  1.65-  2.00 

Rice . I -30-  1-45 


AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 


White  ash . SS-oo 

Pink  ash .  5-50 

Red  ash . 575 


The  anthracite  coal  trade  at  this  centre  shows  an  improvement  over  that 
of  a  week  ago.  The  demand  at  the  present  time  is  of  such  proportions  as  to 
test  the  ability  of  the  companies  to  deliver  the  coal  in  time  to  meet  the  wants 
of  buyer.  Dealers  who  have  up  to  now  bought  their  supplies  as  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  their  trade  called  for  are  now  clamoring  for  coal  to  meet  the  increased 
consumption  due  to  the  advent  of  wintry  weather.  There  is  a  good  demand 
for  all  sizes,  with  chestnut  and  stove  coal  short,  with  most  interests,  and  orders 
being  shipped  usually  go  short  of  these  sizes.  There  has  been  no  concerted 
action  on  the  part  of  the  companies  to  advance  the  prices  of  coal, 
but  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  nut  coal  in  the  market  the  va¬ 
rious  interests  are  advancing  their  figures  on  this  size  as  well 
as  stove  coal,  according  to  the  stringency  of  the  demand. 
One  or  two  of  the  companies  made  this  advance  several  weeks 
ago.  A  fair  average  of  prices  alongside  New  York  today  are  stove  S3. 75,  nut 
S3. 50,  egg  $3-40-3.50,  and  broken  S3. 25.  The  report  going  round  that  there 
is  to  be  a  change  'n  the  management  of  the  Lackawanna  railroad  at  the  elec¬ 
tion  in  February  next  does  not  get  much  credence  in  the  trade  as  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  the  same  talk  that  has  been  indulged  in  for  some  years  past,  just 
pri  )r  to  these  annual  meetings,  and  it  is  hardly  1  kely  that  the  n^xt  meeting 
will  develop  anything  more  startlingthan  those  of  recent  years.  The  reports  in 
the  daily  press  that  “there  is  a  deal  on  among  the  hard  coal  interests”  is  denied 
and  the  chances  are  that  this  business  will  pursue  a  go-as-you-please  policy 
until  the  end  of  the  year,  though  prices  will  naturally  tend  upwards  with  the 
steady  demand  and  the  small  stocks  on  hand  at  various  points.  The  tonnage 
for  December  has  not  been  decided  upon  and  it  is  thought  that  the  output  will 
be  on  the  same  basis  as  last  month  as  the  trade  will  undoubtedly  absorb  all  the 
coal  mined.  The  far  east  is  calling  for  a  regular  supply  of  coal  though  this 
market  is  far  from  satisfactory.  The  quantity  of  coal  booked  ahead  in  this 
market  seems  to  be  a  menace  to  any  improvement  for  the  present.  Dealers  are 
urging  shipments  on  those  orders  and  there  may  be  a  cancelling  of  some  con¬ 
tracts  where  shipments  are  greatly  delayed,  since  trade  is  good  and  a  large 
tonnage  is  going  forward  on  it. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  very  little  changed.  There 
seems  to  be  possibly  a  slightly  better  demand  for  coal  on  account  of  the  near 
approach  of  winter  weather.  There  is  apnarently  some  negotiations  on  foot  look 
ing  towards  an  association  of  interests  in  the  trade  bv  the  main  line  transpor¬ 
tation  railroads,  and  though  there  have  been  some  hitches  as  there  always  is, 
yet  to  offset  this  there  is  understood  to  be  a  general  feeling  amongst  these 
interests  of  a  desire  to  come  together  on  some  sort  of  an  understanding.  At 
this  writing  it  seems  to  be  merely  a  question  of  overcoming  one  or  two  hitches 
which,  however,  appear  to  be  of  a  more  or  less  vital  character.  It  certainly 
means  several  million  dollars  to  the  railroads  and  this  ought  to  be  a  suffident 
inducement  to  let  by-gones  be  by-gones  and  that  they  should  come  together 
on  an  entirely  new  proposition.  There  has  been  some  offering  of  coal  last 
week  in  the  Eastern  market,  but  our  reports  are  that  these  are  still  hanging 
fire,  which  in  itself  is  a  favorable  indication.  In  the  late  storm  in  Boston 
Harbor  it  is  noticed  that  quite  a  number  of  vessels  were  wrecked  which 
belonged  to  the  coal  trade,  and  no  doubt  their  loss  will  be  felt  considerably  to 
say  nothing  of  the  loss  of  life  which  accompanied  the  same,  which  is  greatly 
deplored.  Trade  in  the  far  east  shows  a  little  more  demand,  but  it  is  not  at  all 
up  to  what  it  should  be.  The  increase  is  mostly  upon  odd  cargoes,  though 
contractors  for  the  year  are  showing  a  slightly  greater  inclination  to  take  on 
coal.  The  Sound  business  is  taking  a  great  deal  of  coal  and  vessels  seem  to 
desire  this  trade  above  that  around  the  Cape,  permitting  of  freer  ship¬ 
ments  than  otherwise  would  be  the  case.  New  York  Harbor  trade 
IS  calling  for  coal  and  the  desire  expressed  with  most  of  the  orders  given  is 
for  immediate  shipment  and  it  is  noticed  that  in  a  number  of  cases  con¬ 
sumers  are  taking  coal  with  shorter  periods  of  time  between  cargoes  than 
heretofore.  The  demand  for  export  coal  continues,  and  there  is  quite  a  num¬ 
ber  of  vessels  in  the  market  for  this  trade,  from,  it  is  believed,  not  only  the  de¬ 
sire  to  go  South,  but  for  the  reason  of  the  advanced  freights  offering.  All  rail 
trade  is  taking  a  fair  amount  of  coal  at  this  time,  though  in  instances  where 
trade  is  being  sought  the  prices  demanded  are  exceedingly  low. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  not  up  to  the  mark,  and  the  heavy 
snow  of  last  Saturday  has  not  helped  it  any.  Car  supply  is  behind  the  de¬ 
mand  and  the  usual  embargoes  are  still  enforced.  In  the  coastwise  vessel 
market  rates  are  unchanged,  though  captains  have  received  a  shock  from  the 
last  heavy  storm  and  it  is  believed  if  wintry  weather  would  come  on  now  rates 
would  advance.  Vessels  are  in  moderate  supply.  We  quote  current  rates  of 
freight  from  Philadelphia  as  follows:  Boston,  Salem  and  Wareham,  85; 
Providence.  New  Bedford  and  the  .Sound,  70;  Portsmouth,  90:  Portland,  85-90; 
Lynn,  95;  Newburyport,  Si.oo;  with  5  to  to  cents  above  these  rates  from  the 
further  lower  ports. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  q.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  Si-6oto 
S1.75  f- o- b.  Philadelphia,  $1.25  to  ®[.  50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  Si  65  to 
St. 75  ott  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  S2.10  to 
S2.20  on  higher  grades,  and  S1.60  to  St. 75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

November  28,  1808. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  has  been  given  an  impetusbythe  wintry  weather 
of  the  past  week  and  the  companies  are  kept  busy  filling  the  wants  of  the 
trade,  which  seem  to  be  of  a  pressing  character.  There  is,  however,  not  the 
quantity  of  new  business  transacted  that  might  be  expected,  as  the  number  of 
orders  booked  by  the  various  interests  during  the  past  month  for  shipment 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  is  of  sufficient  proportions  to  supply  a  large 
portion  of  the  present  needs  and  the  chief  activity  is  in  the  forwarding  of 
this  coal.  Dealers  are  pretty  generally  short  of  coal  and  where  they  have 
coal  coming  are  urging  shipments  on  same.  There  is  no  effort  being  made  at 
the  moment  to  increase  sales,  at  the  prevailing  figures,  as  the  business 
in  hand  is  about  enough  to  absorb  what  coal  can  be  mined  with  the 
restricted  car  supply  and  the  indications  are  that  prices  will  show  an  upward 
tendency.  The  advance  on  nut  coal  of  15  cents  a  ton  has  been  pretty  g«  neral 
with  all  the  companies  on  account  of  the  shortage  of  this  size  in  the  market. 
The  price  on  stove  coal  has  also  been  advanced  by  several  concerns,  and  with 
the  continuation  of  colder  weather  there  will  be  a  tendency  towards  higher 
values  on  all  sizes.  There  has  been  no  accumulation  of  stocks  at  any  point, 
the  great  trouble  seems  to  be  to  get  coal  forward  quick  enough.  Line  trade 
proper  evidences  considerable  activity,  and  the  urgency  of  many  of  the  orders 
would  indicate  that  stocks  are  very  low.  The  tonnage  for  December,  we  un¬ 
derstand.  will  be  on  a  go-as-you-please  basis.  The  only  curtailment  will  be 
from  the  shortage  of  rolling  stock  to  move  a  large  tonnage. 

The  report  in  the  daily  press  to  the  effect  that  the  Lehigh  Valley  had  pur¬ 
chased  control  of  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  line  from  Scranton  to  Wilkesbarre 
is  absolutely  denied.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  Lehigh  Valley  should  want 
this  line,  and  no  reason  why  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  should  part  with  it,  as 
one  of  their  most  important  mines  is  reached  by  this  line  at  Plymouth. 

The  soft  coal  trade  moves  along  steaddy;  if  anything  the  tonnage  goinj; 
forward  is  slightly  increased  on  account  of  colder  weather,  which  has  broughi 
in  some  odd  cargoes,  and  in  some  instances  heayter  shipments  are  asked 
on  season  contracts.  The  chief  feature  of  the  week  has  been  the  meetings 
held  by  the  officials  of  the  soft  coal  reads,  looking  towards  an  improyemeni 
in  this  industry.  There  has  been  nothing  definitely  accomplished  as  yet 
owing  to  the  difference  of  opinion  as  to  what  steps  should  be  taken  to  bring 
about  this  condition.  An  adyance  of  freight  rates  was  suggested  by  the 
different  interests  from  10  cents  to  50  cents  per  ton,  though  some  difficulty 
is  encountered  in  making  such  an  adyance  on  account  of  the  contracts  run 
ning  oyer  next  year  at  the  o'd  figures.  The  Sound  ports  are  comparatiyely 
the  most  actiye  of  the  yarious  territories,  the  far  East  being  rather  dull 
All  rail  business  is  good.  Transportation  continues  slow  and  is  furthei 
hampered  by  the  heavy  fall  of  snow.  Car  supply  has  not  improved  any 
and  the  usual  embargoes  are  still  enforced. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  only  in  moderate  supply 
Rates  are  unchanged,  though  should  the  storm  continue,  freights  would  un 
doubtedlv  advance.  We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  from  Philadelphia  a: 
follows:  Boston,  Salem  and  Wareham,  85:  Sound  ports,  70:  Porti-mouth,  90 
Portland,  85-90:  Lynn,  95:  Newburyport,  $1.00.  The  further  lower  ports  art 
5  to  10  cents  above  these  rates. 


BOSTON,  MASS. 

November  30,  1898. 

There  is  no  improvement  in  the  anthracite  coal  market  at  first  hands 
sales  being  slow,  with  quotations  about  the  same.  The  local  demand  ha 
ruled  quiet,  owing  to  the  general  mild  weather,  and  this  makes  dealers  mori 
or  less  indifferent.  Freights  hold  firm.  The  rate  from  Philadelphia  is  quotet 
at  85  cents,  with  Baltimore  at  95  cents;  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  at  85@9( 
cents,  and  New  York  at  6o@7o  cents.  Quotations  for  stove  fob  are  S3.7! 
@$385  at  New  York,  with  egg  and  chestnut  at  S3.5o@3.6o,  and  broken  a 
S3.25(?l3  3;.  Lykens  Valley  stove  is  quoted  at  S5.10. 

The  retail  trade  has  been  stirted  by  the  colder  weather,  but  general  price 
are  unchanged.  Stove  delivered  is  selling  at  S5 :  egg  and  nut  at  $4-75 1  furnace 
$4. 50;  pea.  S3. 50;  Franklin,  $6.50;  Cumberland,  83. 

Bituminous  continues  quiet  and  unchanged.  No  contracts  for  next  yea 
are  yet  reported  placed,  and  thouyh  there  is  some  inquiry  reported  at  the  of 
fices  of  the  larger  companies,  it  is  stated  authoritatively  that  no  figures  hav 
yet  been  made. 

Prices  are  quoted:  Georges  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Philadelphia 
Si. 75:  Clearfield,  Si.25@i.35:  Pocahontas  and  New  River,  f.o.b.  Norfolk  am 
Newport  News.  S1.65@S1.75:  Georges  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Baltimore,  S1.65 

Pocket  prices  at  Mystic  wharf,  Salem,  and  Newburyport  for  anthracit 
coal  are  nominally  as  follows — 

Bka, 

Hard  white  ash .  4  60 

Free  white  ash .  4  50 

Shamokin  . 

Lykens  Valley . 

The  receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  in  this  port  the  past  weel 
and  since  Jan.  i,  compared  with  last  year,  have  been — 

— 1898 — 

Week.  Year. 

Anthracite  .  29.778  1,669,257 

Bituminous .  .  26,874  1,585,094 


Epfg. 

Stove. 

Cht. 

4  85 

5  00 

4  75 

4  75 

5  00 

4  75 

5  CO 

5  25 

4  85 

6  10 

6  25 

.... 

- 1897 - 

Week.  Year. 
44.737  i765.5q 

16,923  1.374.67I 


Receipts  of  Provincial  coal  at  this  port  since  Jan.  i  foot  up  13,665  tons. 


DETROIT,  MICH. 

December  i,  1898. 

The  cold  weather  of  the  past  few  days  has  increased  the  demand  for  al 
grades  of  coal,  and  tire  Detroit  market  is  in  very  satisfactory  shape.  Th 
scarcity  of  chestnut  size  continues,  but  there  seems  to  be  an  over  supply  c 
other  sizes.  Cars  have  been  scarce  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  use  man 
gondolas  for  hard  coal  shipments,  a  thing  that  is  seldom  done.  The  manufac 
turing  interests  of  this  city  are  prospering,  many  of  them  running  day  am 
night  to  fill  their  orders.  This,  of  course,  affects  the  coal  trade  very  materiall 
and  prices  are  satisfactory.  The  continuance  of  the  present  conditions  for  th 
month  of  December  will  enable  the  coal  dealers  to  patronize  liberally  the  othe 
merchants  during  the  “Christmas”  time  and  “wear  a  smile”  while  they  ar 
doing  it.  Prices  of  all  grades  of  coal  in  this  market  are  unchanged. 
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I  CHICAGO  MARKET.  | 

The  market  for  anthracite  coal  has  been  quiet  during  the  week,  as  re¬ 
ported  by  all  the  shippers.  Country  business  has  been  light  and  the  city  trade 
even  worse,  as  stated  by  some  of  them.  The  regular  selling  price  from  dock 
to  the  dealers  is  $4.50  for  the  domestic  sizes,  other  than  chestnut,  which  now 
commands  a  premium  above  that  price,  but  even  to  this  there  are  exceptions. 
The  inquiry  and  demand  for  chestnut  coal  is  greater  than  the  present  supply 
and  from  all  appearances  there  will  be  a  shortage  of  this  size  all  through  the 
season,  and  particularly  so  on  dock,  if  the  cold  weather  holds  on  for  a  few 
days  longer,  as  the  ice  in  the  straits  will  offer  an  insuperable  barrier  to  the 
passage  of  boats.  There  is  hardly  a  shipper  of  anthracite  who  is  not  short  of 
nut  coal,  and  some  of  the  docks  are  practically  bare  of  this  size.  Not  a  few  of 
the  larger  dealers  in  suburban  towns  and  in  the  outlying  districts  of  the  city 
report  that  customers  who  bought  bituminous  last  season  are  taking  anthracite 
coal  this  year.  This  is  accepted  as  an  indication  that  the  times  are  more  easy 
and  that  the  commencement  of  an  era  of  prosperity  has  set  in.  At  this  writing 
there  is  quite  a  shortage  of  anthracite  stocks  on  docks,  and  unless  there  are 
heavy  receipts  of  water  coal  before  the  close  of  navigation,  some  of  the  com¬ 
panies  will  enter  the  winter  season  with  light  supplies  which  will  be  cleaned 
up  entirely  if  the  season  is  at  all  protracted.  Retail  business  has  been  fair, 
only,  and  by  no  means  as  active  as  the  weather  conditions  would  have  deemed 
reasonable;  this  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  most  of  the  regular  consum¬ 
ers  had  supplied  themselves  earlier  in  the  month.  Retail  prices  are  $525® 
$5.50  according  to  circumstances. 

In  all  branches  of  the  bituminous  coal  market  there  has  been  an  active 
demand  and  prices  have  felt  the  impetus.  Wilmington  coal  has  been  ad¬ 
vanced  from  gi  .60  to  S1.75  f.  o.  b.  mine  in  effect  December  i ;  Hocking  is  firm 
at  $2.50,  Chicago,  and  all  other  good  grades  of  domestic  fuel  have  more  or  less 
appreciated  in  price.  Steam  coal  continues  in  strong  demand  and  manufac¬ 
turing  consumers  in  and  around  Chicago  find  it  almost  impossible  to  accumu¬ 
late  any  stock  ahead  on  account  of  the  urgent  and  earnest  inquiry  for  commer¬ 
cial  coal.  The  anxiety  of  consumers  of  from  two  to  five  cars  of  coal  a  day  is 
shown  by  persistent  letters  and  telegrams  to  mine  owners  requesting  that 
their  orders  be  increased  to  double  the  quantity  they  are  now  receiving,  and 
the  equally  steady  refusal  of  the  operators  to  comply  with  the  demands  be¬ 
cause  they  have  already  more  tonnage  on  their  books  than  they  can  supply. 
Every  mine  supplying  this  market  is  working  more  or  less  steadily  according 
to  the  supply  of  cars,  but  as  one  operator  remarked:  “The  eight-hour  day  be¬ 
comes  a  more  important  factor  every  day  and  instead  of  only  a  20  per  cent 
decrease  in  the  production,  it  is  in  strict  actuality  25  per  cent,  in  which,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  all  other  mine-owners  will  bear  me  out.”  Another  reason  for  the  scar¬ 
city  of  spot  coal  is  that  Thanksgiving  week  is  always  marked  by  a  decreased 
output  from  the  mines,  for,  as  a  rule,  ihe  week  will  average  a  loss  of  a  day 
and  a  half  to  two  days,  which  together  with  the  shorter  working  time  daily 
means  a  heavy  decrease  in  the  general  production.  As  intimated  last  week, 
the  urgency  in  the  demand  for  steam,  commercial  and  domestic  soft  coal  is 
particularly  noticeable  at  present  and  will  doubtless  continue  until  the  holi¬ 
days,  when  it  is  probable  the  same  deficiency  in  the  supply  and  pressure  of 
orders  will  be  noted.  Another  cause  for  the  somewhat  lighter  receipts  of  cer¬ 
tain  coal  at  Chicago  is  the  larger  wagon  trade  at  the  mines;  these  have 
amounted  in  many  cases  to  100  tons  and  upwards  daily  to  the  farmers.  Quota¬ 
tions  all  along  the  line,  wholesale  and  retail,  are  higher  and  stronger  and  the 
outlook  excellent. 

Coke  is  m  very  fair  demand  and  the  market  is  in  good  shape  as  it  is  prac¬ 
tically  bare  of  surplus  stock;  crushed  coke  is  in  moderate  to  fair  demand. 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

November  26,  1898. 

During  the  week  there  have  been  five  deliveries  of  coal  from  Washing¬ 
ton  amounting  to  14,330  tons;  two  from  Oregon,  950  tons;  one  from  Newcastle, 
N  S  W.  4  639  tons;  one  from  British  Columbia,  2,250  tons;  total,  21,169  tons. 
This  is  a'particularly  light  week’s  delivery  for  this  season  of  the  year,  when 
the  demand  is  fullyequai  to  30,000  tons  per  week;  still  there  is  noactual  scarcity 
as  the  vards  are  fairly  well  supplied.  A  good  storm  accompanied  with  a  soak¬ 
ing  rain  would  force  housekeepers  to  replenish  their  bins  and  double  up  do¬ 
mestic  consumption;  the  storm  is  fully  due  and  will  assuredly  come.  It  is 
ludicrous  to  listen  to  weather  prophets  and  the  varied  reasons  they  assign  for 
their  forecasts,  but  it  is  really  aggravating  that  the  preponderance  of  their 
predictions  should  intimate  a  dry  season,  as  though  they  solicited  it.  The 
writer  thinks  it  too  early  in  the  season  to  hazard  an  opinion.  The  existing  coal 
freight  rates  from  Europe  and  Ausiralia  show  no  decline,  but  are  firm  at  last 
week’s  quotations;  they  will  probably  remain  as  at  present  until  our  season  s 
weather  shall  have  declared  itself.  A  few  new  names  have  been  added  re¬ 
cently  to  the  engaged  list  from  Australia,  but  free  engagements  from  that  sec¬ 
tion  cannot  belo  iked  for  until  freights  decline,  as  consumers  here  will  not  pay 
asking  prices,  based  on  present  freights,  s  mply  because  they  can  purchase 
more  economical  fuel.  Large  quantities  of  unsold  foreign  coke  are  being 
yarded,  evidencing  that  the  supply  is  in  excess  of  present  requirements. 


OMAHA,  NEB. 

November  30,  1898. 

This  market  has  been  doubly  blessed  this  season.  The  demand  for  all 
kinds  of  coal  has  been  exceptionally  good,  and  all  kinds  of  coal  have  been 
reasonably  plenty;  there  have  been  times  within  the  last  ten  days  when  it  has 
looked  as  though  a  shortage  might  be  next  in  order,  but  the  inines  have 
responded  to  the  increased  demand,  and  we  have  pulled  through  the  hard 

places  very  nicely.  .  u  . 

Anthracite  coal  is  ever  present,  stocks  m  this  line  are  such  that  no  anxiety 
has  been  felt  regarding  the  supply,  dealers  have  a  good  tonnage  on  hand  of 
all  sizes;  once  in  awhile  we  hear  an  inquiry  for  nut,  but  this  is  due  to  non¬ 
arrival  of  goods  already  bought,  and  chargeable  to  the  inability  of  shippers  to 
furni-h  this  size  of  coal.  Quotations  are  being  received  from  the  Enst  which 
indicate  a  weakness  in  prices,  but  re-ults  are  not  much  to  brag  of;  at  present 
we  do  not  require  any  additional  coal.  Some  future  day,  Sister  Chicago,  we 
hope  to  be  able  to  give  you  some  orders,  but  not  just  now.  “Weve  done 

^oft  coals — here  is  where  we  shine — are  in  good  demand,  and  the  supply 
in  dealers  hands  is  nothing  to  count,  sheds  are  empty  and  a  large  proportion 
of  the  coal  now  arriving  is  sent  to  the  consumer  direct  from  the  cars.  vV  e  are 
on  the  ragged  edge  of  a  famine,  and  have  been  so  for  some  time  but  each 
morning  the  new  arrivals  are  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  day  and  we  man- 
age  to  get  along  fairly  well.  Kansas  coal  is  the  weakest  member  we  have  to 
deal  with,  the  coal  is  quite  popular  but  the  supply  is  far  below  what  it  should 
be.  We  can  do  without  this  kind  of  coal  if  we  have  to;  in  fact  this  market  is 
quite  independent  it  carries  its  heart  on  its  outside  sleeve,  and  has  no  trouble 
in  securing  a  new  love  to  replace  an  old  one.  ■  ^  ... 

Missouri  is  the  lad  that  we  depend  on;  so  far  the  mines  m  that  great  state 
have  been  equal  to  the  occasion  and  have  done  nobly.  We  will  never  forget 

you,  Missouri.  Not  in  a  thousand  years.  u  u  ^  a-, 

Iowa  is  a  daisy.  She  cometh  to  the  front  and  putteth  up  her  black  dia¬ 
monds  in  exchange  for  Nebraska  gold  with  grace  and  fortitude.  Sbe  has  an 

eve  to  business.  .  ,  ,  1  ^  _ 

Wyoming  is  taking  good  care  of  her  share  of  the  trade;  she  has  sent  us 
coal  and  plenty  of  it,  but  the  call  has  been  larger  than  the  capacity  of  her 
mines,  and  she  is  a  thousand  or  so  cars  behind  orders.  u  u  .  -.v, 

Ohio  is  quite  generous  to  this  market,  and  is  dividing  her  bounty  with  a 
lavish  hand,  in  fact,  she  is  too  g^od-hearted,  she  insist-  on  our  taking  her  coal 
for  less  money  than  we  would  be  glad  to  pay  her  but  perhaps  she  is  satisfied 
but  really  we  would  be  glad  to  have  the  price  advanced  just  a  trifle.  Think 

this  over,  little  “Buckeye,”  and  let  us  hear  from  you.  d  „ 

West  Virginia  is  making  many  friends  m  this  section  with  her  Pocahontas, 
that  is  the  coal,  we  like  it  and  are  going  to  use  lots  of  it.  Keep  on  a  coming, 

'  "^^I'n'inois  is  an  old  and  valued  friend  to  this  market,  and  we  depend  on  hay¬ 
ing  this  coal  at  all  times  and  on  all  occasions,  in  fact  it  would  be  impossible  to 

do  business  without  it.  .  .  1  .  j  r  _ _ a 

Arkansas,  too,  is  a  large  contributor  to  this  market  and  furnishes  a  good 

share  of  the  fuel  used  in  the  Missouri  river  country  ,  ,  •  -  ■ _ 

It  will  appear  from  the  foregoing  that  this,  of  all  markets,  is  in  no  immed¬ 
iate  danger  of  a  coal  famine,  the  sources  of  supply  are  too  numerous  to  admit 
of  anything  of  the  kind,  even  if  the  winter  should  prove  to  be  what  many  pre¬ 
dict,  ihe  coldest  on  record.  .  .  .  J  .u  t  _ _ _  _  ro 

While  there  have  been  no  figures  taken,  it  is  asserted  that  the  tonnage  re¬ 
ceived  during  the  past  two  months,  fully  equals  the  entire  amount  of  coal  used 

last  winter.  _ _ 

CONNELIiSVILLE,  PA. 

November  30,  1898. 

The  coke  shipments  from  the  Connellsville  region  last  week  showed  the 
demand  still  increasing.  There  are  no  new  features  m  the  region  to  report  ex¬ 
cept  the  abandonment  of  the  West  Overton  plant.  ni.. 

The  detailed  report  of  the  operation  and  output  of  the  Connellsville  region 
for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  Nov.  12th,  show  18,463  ovens,  of  which  14.955 
are  active  and  3,808  are  idle,  the  estimated  production  for  the  week  having 

been  156,778  tons,  as  compared  with  157,266  tons  the  week  previous. 

The  shipments  for  last  week  aggregated  9,395  cars,  distributed  as  follows 
The  Pittsburg  and  river  tipples,  2,981  cars;  to  poin^  west  of  Pittsburg,  4,912 
ars-  to  points  east  of  Connellsville,  1.501  cars.  This  is  an  increase  of  124 
cars  ’as  compared  with  the  shipments  for  the  week  previous. 

’  Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption,  are  as  follows: 

Pn  *0-55  To  St.  Louis,  Mo . 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley . 1.10  To  East  St  Louis .  ..... .... 

To  Cleveland,  0 . 1-40  To  La  ro  1  .  5 

To  Buffalo.N.  Y . 1-75  To  Joliet.  11  .  . 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 3.10  1  o  Eeona.  111 . 


To  Cincinnati,  6 . 4 

To  Toledo,  . . 2  . <35 

To  Columbus.  . . 1-45 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . .  . 

To  Louisville,  Ky . vi 

To  Chicago,  Ill . 2.25 


To  Baltimore . 

To  Boston....  . 3  50 

To  Montreal,  Can . 2 

To  New  York . 2.94 

To  Philadelphia . 2.15 


The  local  coal  trade  at  KnoxviHe,  Tenn..  did  a  rushing  business  last  week 
and  the  offices  of  the  Jellico  and  Coal  Creek  Co.  had  all  they  could  manage. 

The  Worthinirton  Coal  and  Coke  Company,  Fairmont,  W.  Va  has 
bought  out  the  Coulson  Coal  and  Coke  Company.  This  plant  is  on  the  Mo- 
nongahela  River  railroad,  about  ten  miles  from  here,  and  is  only  about  two 
yearns  old,  with  a  lease  of  500  acres  of  the  best  coal  in  this  section. 

The  shipments  of  coal  from  the  mines  of  the  Cumberland-Georges  Creek 
re-ions  for  the  week  ending  Saturday.  November  i9.  were  79  307  tons,  and  the 
toral  shipments  tor  the  year  up  to  that  date  2,686  tons,  being  an 

increase  of  206,606  tons,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  1897. 

The  shipments  of  coal  from  the  Elk  Garden  and  Upper  Potomac  regions 

of  West  Virginia,  which  are  transported  oyer  the  West  Virginia  Central  and 

Pittsburg  Railroad,  for  the  week  ending  November  19.  were  25.656  tons,  and 
for  the  /ear  to  that  date  were  1,035  QOi  tons  being  a  decrease  of  1,214  tons,  as 
compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 
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KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 

Dece.mber  I,  1898. 

Among  the  recently  admitted  members  of  the  Kansas  City  Coal  Club  is 
one  distinguished  personage  who  has  heretofore  steadfastly  refused  all  over¬ 
tures  bearing  on  the  accjuisition  of  his  influence  toward  the  betterment  of 
trade  conditions.  This  new  member  has  long  been  entreated,  threatened, 
pleaded  with,  and  even  “cussed”  for  years,  yet  when  he  joined  hands  with  the 
rest  of  the  boys  it  was  done  in  the  most  (juiet  and  unostentatious  manner.  No 
nominations,  no  balloting,  no  banquet,  no  fuss  at  all;  his  name  is  J.  Frost,  and 
he  registers  from  "Any  old  place.”  He  is  chairman  of  the  ways  and  means 
committee  and  his  ways  are  not  so  mean  for  the  last  six  weeks  as  they  might  been. 
Without  fear,  tavor  or  assistance  he  has  increased  the  business,  stiffened 
prices  and  smoothed  petty  jealousies:  in  fact  there  is  only  one  thing  that  he 
has  not  started  in  to  regulate,  and  that  is  the  size  of  the  tons;  this  is  outside 
the  realm  of  his  jurisdiction,  and  the  “ton”  still  remains  an  unknown  and 
variable  quantity. 

For  those  who  have  the  coal  it  must  be  said  that  the  coal  business  is 
better  than  for  the  last  five  years,  and  the  end  is  not  in  sight.  Effective  yes¬ 
terday  all  the  retail  prices  on  soft  coal  were  advanced  25  cents  per  ton,  and 
fron  ten  to  fifteen  cents  in  a  wholesale  way;  what  is  more,  prices  are  being 
maintained,  because  there  is  no  surplus  coal  to  force  itself  on  the  market.  A 
good  state  of  contentment  exists  so  far  as  prices  are  concerned  but  there  is 
much  “scrapping”  for  supplies. 

Hard  coal  is  <iuiet  and  sales  light.  One  concern  claims  to  have  notice  of 
advance  in  Chicago  prices,  but  as  no  one  else  appears  to  have  any  such  notice. 
It  would  appear  to  be  not  well  founded.  An  advance  at  this  time  would  cut 
but  little  figure  anyhow,  and  it  would  be  six  weeks  before  the  loose  strings 
wonld  be  sufficiently  picked  up  to  make  an  increase  at  Chicago  felt  on  the 
Missouri  river. 

A  company  of  Kansas  capitalists  has  been  organized  to  pipe  gas  and  oil 
from  the  Kansas  fields  to  Kansas  City  and  other  places.  As  there  is  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  this  stuff  for  use  or  waste  it  might  scare  some  of  the  Kansas  City 
coil  men  very  much,  but  the  Kansas  politician  is  on  deck  with  a  bill  for  the 
cominii  legislature  prohibiting  the  transportation  by  pipe  line  of  any  oil  or  gas 
qeyond  the  county  in  which  it  is  produced.  The  effect  of  this  would  be  of 
course  to  make  Kansas  City  move  out  to  the  short  grass  country,  and  turn  our 
parks,  water  works,  sewers  and  such  like,  over  to  the  use  of  jack  rabbits. 


PITTSBURG,  PA. 

December  i,  1898. 

The  Pittsburg  coal  operators  who  ship  to  the  lakes  have  within  the  past 
few  days  have  given  another  illustration  of  what  they  may  expect  from  West 
Virginia  competition.  It  is  stated  in  coal  circles  that  West  \'irginia  coal  for 
delivery  next  year  has  been  sold  at  $1.20  per  ton  f  o  b  vessels  at  Sandusky. 
At  present  the  Pittsburg  producer  pays  38^c.  per  ton  for  mining  run  of  mine 
coal,  the  freight  is  90  cents  per  ton  and  it  costs  9  cents  to  put  his  coal  on  board 
the  vessel.  This  calculation  is  allowing  nothing  for  other  fixed  expenses  of 
mining  and  royalty  on  coal.  What  worries  the  Pittsburg  operator  is  the  fact 
that  the  West  Virginia  rate  mentioned  will  in  all  probability  be  the  basis  of 
next  year’s  business. 

To  make  the  situation  worse,  the  mines  are  now  preparing  to  increase  the 
cost  of  producing  coal.  Late  last  week  the  district  held  a  convention  which 
lasted  several  days.  At  this  meeting  the  miners  decided  to  ask  a  general  ad¬ 
vance  m  the  mining  rate,  and  a  permanent  establishment  of  ihe  eight-hour  day. 
The  amount  of  th-  advance  to  be  demanded  has  been  left  in  the  hands  of  the 

officers.  A  movement  is  also  on  hand  to  have  the  limits  on  wagons  abolished 

Another  important  feature  is  that  the  rate  on  machine  mining  is  to  be  ad¬ 
vanced  so  as  to  give  the  pick  miners  a  better  chance.  Early  in  January  the 
miners  will  hold  an  inter-state  convention,  and  later  the  inter-state  meeting  of 
operators  and  rniners  will  be  held.  The  Pittsburg  miners  are  already  agitat¬ 
ing  an  advance  in  rates,  and  in  all  probability  it  will  be  declared  by  the  workers. 
Then  if  West  Virginia  is  not  brought  up  to  a  similar  mark,  there  will 
likely  be  a  big  fight  in  this  district.  The  Pittsburg  operators  hold  that  the 
railroads  are  largely  responsible  for  the  present  state  of  things,  as  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  coal  reaches  the  lake  with  less  freight  than  is  paid  on  the  Pittsburg  pro¬ 
duct  which  is  hauled  about  half  the  distance.  On  the  whole,  the  Pittsburg 
coal  producers  are  in  a  decidedly  bad  fix,  with  every  prospect  of  getting  in 
deeper. 

The  coal  trade  during  the  past  week  was  more  active  than  it  has  been  for 
some  time  past.  Cold  weather  niade  quite  a  spurt  in  domestic  demand,  and 
the  amount  of  coal  used  for  manufacturing  purposes  is  on  the  increase.  The 
scarcity  of  cars  is  still  a  standing  complaint  among  coal  men.  On  the  Monon- 
gahela,  the  situation  is  about  what  it  has  been  for  some  time  past  with  the  de¬ 
mand  fairly  good  and  the  mines  pretty  well  employed.  No  coal  was  sent  to  the 
lower  ports  during  the  past  week.  Prices  show  no  change  in  the  local  market. 
River  coal  is  quoted  at  3J^c  per  bushel  for  lump,  2j^c  for  run  of  mine,  and  2^0 
tor  slack.  Railroad  coal  is  82c  per  ton  at  mine,  $1.07  f.  o.  b.  Pittsburg. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 


December  i,  1898. 

6ere  this  week  has  been  excellent  thus  far,  and  with  reasonably 
cold  weather  in  sight,  it  is  expected  to  be  good  the  remainder  of  the  week. 
All  cutting  of  prices  has  ceased,  temporarily,  at  least,  and  a  number  of  the 
dealers  are  now  howling  for  higher  prices.  It  is  not  likely,  however,  that  the 
present  price  of  S2  25  a  ton  for  all  kinds  of  soft  coal  delivered  will  be  changed 
for  some  time.  There  is  a  large  stock  of  coal  on  hand  wholesale  in  the  river, 
ana  the  railroads  are  just  as  anxious  for  business  as  they  ever  were.  The 
present  price  is  a  fair  one  for  all  parties.  The  wholesale  market  is  very  (luiet. 
Very  little  coal  is  changing  hands  wholesale.  Shippers  are  asking  4J4  cents  a 
bushel  for  Pittsburg  coal  afloat  in  barges,  while  Kanawha  ranges  from  4  to  1; 
cents  a  busheb  Rail  coal  is  quoted  at  Si. 75  a  ton  on  tracks  here,  but  can  be 
bought  for  *1.65.  Pittsburg  and  Kanawha  coal  loaded  on  cars  brings  the  .same 
money  as  all  rail  coal.  Aiithracite  is  quite  firm  at  $6.00  a  ton  delivered  for 
ordmary  hauls.  Ihe  principal  topic  of  discuss!  ;n  here  this  week  in  the  coal 
Uade  IS  the  outcome  of  the  charges  of  C.  G.  Blake  against  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  Railroad  Co.  discriminating  against  him  in  prices. 


BALTIMORE,  MB. 


The  failure  of  the  several  railroads  which  extend  from  the  bituminous  coal 
regions  to  the  seaboard  to  establish  a  rate  at  the  meeting  held  in  New  York 
caused  no  little  disappointment  throughout  the  state.  For  some  time  past 
rumors  have  been  current  in  trade  circles  that  the  N.  &  \V.  and  the  C.  &  O 
had  intimated  to  their  shippers  that  they  could  proceed  to  book  contracts  for 
99  at  the  same  figures  that  obtained  this  year,  or  in  other  words,  giving  assur- 
ance  hat  the  freight  rates  would  not  be  raised.  An  important  meeting  will 
wtll'b^a^rr'eV^t  month,  when  it  is  hoped  a  satisfactory  agreement 

The  total  shipments  of  coal  from  the  Cumberland  District  for  week  ending 
Nov.  19th  and  up  to  that  date  for  the  year  are  as  follows;  Over  B.  &  O.  for 
the  week,  tons,  total  to  date  3,040,100  tons,  an  increase  over  1807  of 

20^072  tons;  over  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  for  the  week  37,  737,  total  to  date 
1,264,630  tons,  an  increase  of  6,950  tons  over  ’97;  by  canal  for  the  week  6  161; 
total  to  date  222,329,  a  decrease  of  1 17,982  tons  over  ’97.  '  ’ 

Retail  trade  report  business  fair,  and  the  following  are  the  ruling  prices; 
Hard  coal.  No.  i,  54.85;  No  2,  $5.10;  No.  3,  $5  20:  nut.  55.00;  small  1101,53.75. 

Coa^wise  freights  from  Baltimore  to  Bath,  51.00;  Port. and.  95c;  Ports- 
mouth,  Gloucester  and  Newburyport,  5loo;  Beverly  and  Salem,  95c:  Lynn 
51  and  »i.io;  Boston,  95c:  New  Bedford,  Fall  River,  Somerset.  Providence’ 
Allyns  Point,  New  Haven  and  Bridgeport.  8oc;  Bangor,  51  10;  Gardiner.  51.10 
and  towage,  and  New  London,  80c. 

The  city  council  has  passed  an  ordinance  requiring  all  coal  purchased  by 
the  city  to  be  weighed  at  a  city  scale  under  the  supen  ision  of  a  clerk  in  the 
city  s  employ. 

The  Merchant  Coal  Company  have  purchased  2,800  acres  of  coal  lands 
near  Tunnel  ;on,  W.  V’a. 


DULUTH  AND  SUPERIOR. 

November  30,  1898. 

There  is  a  steady  demand  for  anthracite  coal  from  the  interior  and  ship- 
ments  are  being  made  freely  to  North  Dakota  and  Northern  Minnesota  points 
which  indicates  that  the  dealers  did  not  lay  in  a  supply  early  in  the  season.  At 
some  points  there  has  been  s  shortage  of  coal  owing  to  delay  in  loading  during 
the  storm  of  last  week.  Prices  remain  firm  at  54.25  for  regular  sizes.  An  ad¬ 
vance  of  from  25  to  50  cents  a  ton  is  expected  within  a  few  days. 

The  different  companies  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  a  sufficient  amount 
of  nut  and  egg  coal  to  make  up  the  shortage  in  those  sizes  and  unless  there  is 
an  improvement  before  navigation  closes  the  stock  of  hard  coal  will  be  no 
larger  this  winter  than  it  was  last  year,  and  it  was  not  large  then. 

The  situation  in  soft  coal  is  practically  as  it  was  last  week.  The  stock  of 
coal  IS  large  but  some  companies  have  not  their  usual  amount  of  Ohio  coal 
Prices  are  unchanged. 

The  amount  of  hard  coal  now  at  the  head  of  the  lake  docks  is  estimated 
at  35a.ooo  tons  and  soft  coal  at  1,000,000  tons  in  round  numbers. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  and  Ohio  coal  companies  have  been  fighting 
fires  on  their  West  Superior  docks  during  the  past  week.  Hocking  coal  is 
burning  and  the  fires  are  very  stubborn. 

The  present  laKe  freight  rate  on  coal  to  Duluth  is  40  cents. 

Complaint  has  been  entered  with  the  Minnesota  railroad  commission 
against  the  rate  on  coal  from  Duluth  to  New  Ulm.  The  rate  is  52.50  and  it  is 
ciaimed  to  be  exorbitant.  It  is  alleged  that  it  ought  to  be  52.  A  hearing  will 
be  held  on  December  6. 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

December  i,  1898. 

Anthracite  and  bituminous  coil  are  in  active  demand  and  the  scarcity  of 
chestnut  is  still  a  prominent  feature  with  all  the  shippers.  There  is  no  change 
in  prices  except  that  nut  coal  is  strong. 

Shipments  of  coal  bv  lake  for  the  week  ending  November  26  aggregated 
97,750  net  tons  distributed  as  follows;  Chicago,  50.375  net  tons;  Milwaukee, 
ii;,7oo  tons;  Duluth,  15500  tons;  Toledo,  1,375  tons;  Superior,  6,100  tons; 
Port  Huron  1,100;  tons;  Gladstone,  3.200  tons  and  Lake  Linden 
1,400  tons.  Freights  remain  unchanged,  viz..  40c  to  Chicago  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Duluth,  Superior  and  Gladstone;  50c  to  Toledo.  Shipments  for 
the  month  of  November  amounted  to  380,804  net  tons.  For  the  season  to 
December  ist,  1898,  2,366084  net  tons  as  compared  with  2,094,329  net  tons  in 
1897,  showing  an  increase  of  271,755  net  tons  in  i898  over  1897. 

Westbound  lines  from  Buffalo  report  an  enormous  coal  tonnage  at  pres¬ 
ent.  This  is  unusual,  because  Ihe  bulk  of  this  traffic  heretofore  has  been  car¬ 
ried  by  lake  lines.  It  is  estimated  that  the  Erie,  Lackawanna,  Philadelphia  & 
Reading,  Western  New  York  &  Pennsylvania  and  other  anthracite  coal  carry¬ 
ing  roads  are  delivering  1,000  carloads  dailv  to  the  Lake  Shore,  Wabash, 
Michigan  Central,  Grand  Trunk  and  Nickel  Plate  roads.  This  coal  is  con¬ 
signed  to  points  beyond  Chicago  principally.  This  sudden  increase  in  coal 
tonnage  is  largely  responsible  for  the  scarcity  of  freight  cars  in  Buffalo. 

The  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburg  brings  to  Buffalo  daily  about  300  car¬ 
loads  of  bituminous  coal,  which  are  carried  west  by  the  Davidson  line  of  boats. 
Freight  officials  of  this  road  say  that  the  tonnage  for  November  will  largely 
exceed  that  for  the  same  period  last  year.” 


COLUMBUS,  OHIO. 

December  i,  1898. 

The  coal  carrying  railroads  centering  in  this  citv  are  doing  a  lively  business 
and  expect  to  increase  it  as  the  winter  advances.  The  only  menace  to  a  heavy 
traffic  in  coal  is  the  scarcity  of  cars.  Demand  for  coal  locally  is  excel  lent  and  many 
of  the  larger  operators  supplying  the  markets  west  of  here  report  heavy  ship¬ 
ments  of  coal  which  would  be  greatly  increased  only  that  cars  continue  scarce. 
The  car  famine  seems  to  have  become  general  as  all  the  roads  handling  coal 
in  this  state  complain  of  it.  The  mines  at  Job  are  running  full  time  and  ship¬ 
ping  a  good  tonnage  of  coal.  Prices  generally  are  steady  and  on  some  grades 
of  steam  coal  they  are  very  firm. 

Markets  continued  on  page  6j2. 
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Mr.  L.  S.  Pinney,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  calling  on 
his  friends  in  the  coal  trade. 

♦ 

*  * 

Mr.  W.  C.  Blodgett,  sales  agent  of  the  “  Ontario  and  Western”  at  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  was  at  Chicago  and  Milwaukee  on  a  business  trip  this  week. 


President  Atkinson,  of  the  St.  Bernard  Coal  Co.,  Earlington,  Ky.,  was  a 
visitor  in  Chicago  this  week,  making  business  calls  among  the  trade. 


* 

*  * 


The  Government  contract  for  100,000  tons  to  supply  the  transports  has 
been  awarded  to  the  Belsena  Coal  Company,  New  York,  at  $2.07  in  bunkers. 


* 


Our  Omaha  correspondent’s  letter  is  a  breezy  one — clear  up-to-date,  and 
should  be  read  by  all  miners  and  shippers  of  coal  supplying  that  market. 

*  * 

Mr.  A.  P.  Bowen,  manager  of  the  New  River  Fuel  Co.,  355  Dearborn  street, 
Chicago,  went  to  that  coal  field  in  West  Virginia  this  week  on  business  con¬ 
nected  with  his  company. 

.  * 

*  * 

Mr.  J.  J.  Hayes,  coal  and  coke.  Western  Union  building,  Chicago,  has  re¬ 
moved  his  offices  from  the  third  to  the  fourth  floor,  suite  No.  413,  where  he  has 
larger  and  more  convenient  quarters. 

*  ^ 

The  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  R.  R.,  in  connection  with  the  Indiana,  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Iowa  R.  R.,  has  m  ide  a  joint  tariff  on  coal  from  Brazil,  Casey  and 
Coal  Bluff  of  $1.05  per  ton  to  Shelby,  Ind. 


The  British  ship  Cromartyshire,  sailed  from  Philadelphia  for  Valparaiso 
last  week  with  2,350  tons  of  bituminous  coal,  which  is  the  first  cargo  of  the 
kind  ever  shipped  from  that  port  to  Chili. 

A  dispatch  says:  "Pittsburg  coal  shippers  to  the  lakes  have  been  notified 
that  no  more  coal  will  be  receii  ed  at  the  lake  ports  this  year.  This  closes  the 

season  and  throws  several  thousand  miners  out  of  employment.” 

* 

Last  week  and  early  this  week  Kansas  was  reported  as  suffering  from 
lack  of  coal.  This  would  create  somewhat  more  solicitude  if  it  were  not 
generally  known  that  the  "Sun-flower”  state  had  corn  to  burn. 

* 

*  * 

A  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  correspondent  writes:  “The  shortage  of  cars  has 
greatly  delayed  receipts  of  anthracite  and  as  some  dealers  have  been  tardy 
in  getting  in  their  winter  supply  they  may  have  to  wait  awhile  for  their  coal. 

*  * 

It  looks  as  if  the  railroads  getting  the  whole  of  the  haul  from  the  anthra¬ 
cite  mines  to  Chicago  were  offering  some  inducements  to  shippers  in  the  way  of 
freight  as  all  rail  coal  has  been  sold  within  the  last  few  days  at  $4.25,  Chicago. 

*  . 

♦  * 

Confiscation  of  coal  in  Kansas  by  railroad  was  quite  frequent  last  week 
and  in  many  of  the  smaller  towns  there  was  a  dearth  of  fuel.  It  is  claimed 
that  the  railroads  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  state  are  using  fully  90  %  of  the 
output  of  the  Kansas  mines  on  their  engines. 


*  ♦ 

Officers  of  the  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  say  the  line  is  crowded 

with  business  to  the  extent  of  its  capacity  by  reason  of  the  extraordinary 

movement  of  coal  at  the  present  time.  There  is  a  shortage  of  both  cars  and 

locomotives,  while  an  immense  tonnage  is  offering. 

* 

*  * 

Colonel  Albert  E.  Boone,  the  railroad  promoter,  was  in  Cleveland,  O.,  last 

week  to  interest  capitalists  in  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Columbus,  O.,  to 

Port  Royal,  South  Carolina.  This  road  will  open  up  the  great  coal  fields  of 

southeastern  Ohio,  Kentucky  and  eastern  Tennessee. 

* 

*  * 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  a  decided  improvement  in  the  de¬ 
mand  for  bituminous  coal  for  export.  The  orders  coming  in  are  from  Mexico, 
West  Indies  and  South  America,  but  most  of  the  new  business  is  from  Mexico. 
The  total  shipments  for  November  will  make  a  very  large  tonnage. 

■K-** 

The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  receivers  have  just  ordered  1000  steel  coal  cars, 
of  a  capacity  of  100,000  pounds  each,  from  the  Schoen  Pressed  Steel  company 
of  Pittsburg.  They  will  be  used  in  the  tidewater  coal  trade.  They  have  also 
ordered  fifty  heavy  locomotives  from  the  Baldwin  Locomotive  Works. 

Reports  from  the  Connellsville  region  state  that  cokeworkers  are  in  great 
demand  and  that  the  firing  of  the  ovens  has  given  work  to  every  man  in  that 
regionand  that  many  persons  from  other  districts  have  been  employed  on  sight. 
The  statement  is  is  also  made  that  negroes  have  proved  a  failure  as  coke 
drawers  and  that  white  men  are  preferable. 


The  Flemington  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  of  New  York  City,  has  closed 
contracts  for  1899  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  give  them  an  output  of  2,000  tons 
a  day.  Most  of  this  tonnage  is  booked  for  the  Western  market.  Their  facilities 
to  prepare  their  coal  in  the  various  sizes  and  have  it  well  screened  has  secured 
them  an  extensive  and  growing  market  in  that  territory. 


Messrs.  Dickson  &  Eddy,  New  York,  report  an  active  business.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  their  coal  from  the  Eastern  market  has  evidenced  a  decided  increase 
this  season,  and  from  the  favor  shown  the  Ontario  &  Western  coal  over  some 
of  the  other  products,  it  looks  very  much  as  if  this  grade  of  antharcite  will  in¬ 
crease  their  hold  upon  this  market  from  year  to  year.  They  report  an  advance 
in  price  on  nut  and  stove  coal. 

* 

The  miners  in  the  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  district,  at  their  convention,  Nov.  26, 
passed  resolutions  demanding  an  advance  on  all  loading  after  machines  and 
extra  pay  for  loading  slate;  a  run  of  mine  system  entirely,  and  an  eight-hour 
day.  These  will  be  presented  to  the  Inter-State  convention  which  meets  Jan¬ 
uary  10,  1899,  at  Pittsburg.  The  miners  contend  that  the  run  of  mine  system 
will  develop  skilled  miners  and  eliminate  the  unskilled. 

*  * 

By  mutual  consent  the  firm  of  Dtring  &  McQuaid,  218  La  Salle  street, 
Chicago,  was  dissolved  November  30,  1898.  Mr.  J.  K.  Dering  succeeds  the 
late  firm  and  will  continue  without  interruption  the  wholesale  coal  and  coke 
business  formerly  carried  on  by  Dering  &  McQuaid.  Mr.  Dering  enjoys  and 
deserves  the  confidence  of  the  coal  trade  at  large  as  well  as  a  large  patronage 

from  consumers.  The  Black  Diamond  wishes  him  continued  prosperity. 

=|! 

:k 

The  Ohio  Central  Fuel  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio.,  in  its  handsome  monthly  cir¬ 
cular  calendar  for  December  says  in  regard  to  Hocking  coal:  "Present  prices 
will  prevail  during  December  unless  advised  to  the  contrary.  Cars  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  scarce  and  likely  to  continue  so  for  the  next  sixty  days,  therefore 
would  advise  the  placement  of  orders  a  few  days  in  advance  of  immediate 
wants.”  Good  advice,  this,  and  if  followed  it  may  save  a  good  deal  of  unnec¬ 
essary  annoyance  and  delay. 

^  * 

Mr  George  O.  Morrison,  the  popular  salesman  for  the  C  &  O  P'uel  Co., 
Cincinnati,  his  just  returned  from  a  very  successful  trip  through  the  Northwest, 
but  is  confined  to  his  home  in  Covington,  Ky.,  by  an  attack  of  m  ilarial  com¬ 
bined  with  a  severe  cold.  His  physician  tells  him  he  must  be  quiet  fora  few 
days,  but  fears  no  serious  results.  Mr.  Morrison  is  one  of  the  most  perfect 
gentlemen  on  the  road  and  of  course  has  scores  of  friends  everywheie  who 
will  regret  to  hear  of  his  illness. 


Mr.  Silas  A.  Shafer,  General  manager  of  the  Assumption  Coal  and  Mining 
Co.,  Assumption,  Ill.,  who  attended  the  meeting  of  the  coal  operators  associa¬ 
tion  of  Illinois  this  week,  made  a  pleasant  call  at  the  office  of  The  Black 
Diamond  on  Tuesday.  Mr.  Shafer  intimated  to  the  writer  that  there  would 
have  to  be  some  changes  in  the  minor  details  of  the  working  of  mines  and  that 
there  should  be  some  made  in  the  mining  scale  at  the  Inter-State  Convention, 
which  meets  at  Pittsburg,  January  10,  1899. 


The  Beadling  Brothers,  operating  a  large  mine  at  Beadling,  near  Carne¬ 
gie,  Pa.,  have  recently  built  a  large  power  house  and  introduced  electiic  min¬ 
ing  machines.  The  power  house  contains  two  200-horse  power  air  compressed 
engines,  and  two  loo-horse  power  dynamos,  one  250-horse  power  Fisher  high 
speed  engine,  and  four  125  horse  power,  66  inch  boilers.  In  the  mine  Mor- 
gan-Gardner  machines  are  used.  These  were  built  by  the  Morgan-Gardner 
Electric  Co.,  2632-2640  Shields  Avenue,  Chicago. 

A  cable  dispatch  from  Paris,  France,  says:  "With  a  view  of  averting  a 
strike  of  miners  at  Lens,  in  the  Department  of  Pas-de-Calais,  President  Faure, 
accompinied  by  his  suite,  today  mide  a  personal  visit  to  the  town,  where  re 
donned  miners’  clothes  and  descended  into  the  pit.  The  President  conversed 
with  the  men  and  made  a  brief  speech  to  them,  in  the  course  of  which  he  said 
he  desired  to  bring  to  the  workers  proof  of  the  Government’s  solicitude  for 
them.  M.  Faure  was  warmly  re.eived  by  the  miners.” 

* 

*  * 

Electric  incandescent  lamps  in  mines  are,  according  to  the  following,  per¬ 
fectly  safe  in  the  most  fires  of  mines:  In  the  Revue  Industrielle  of  October 
29,  Messrs.  H.  Couriot  and  J.  Meunier  describe  some  interesting  experiments 
in  which  known  mixtures  of  air  and  methane,  simdar  to  the  well-known  "fire¬ 
damp,”  are  introduced  into  electric  incandescent  lamps.  In  the  case  of  10  CP. 
lamps,  the  current  being  equal  to  0.8  ampere,  and  the  pressure  to  45  volts,  the 
filament  almost  instantaneously  ce.ised  to  be  luminous,  except  at  a  certain 
point  where  a  rupture  occurred  soon  afterwards,  accompanied  by  a  minute 
spark.  No  explosion  was  produced.  Similar  results,  says  the  Electrical  En¬ 
gineer,  London,  were  obtained  with  lamps  carrying  greater  currents.  The 
authors  explain  these  results  in  consonance  with  a  former  communication, 
wherein  it  was  shown  that  incandescent  metallic  filaments  are  powerless  to 
produce  explosions  even  in  the  most  explosive  mixtures. 
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The  officials  of  the  bitutniaous  carrying  roads  held  another  meeting  in 
New  York  on  Tuesday  last  with  a  view  of  getting  together  on  prices  and 
freight  rates  for  next  year’s  business.  While  it  is  understood  that  nothing 
definite  was  accomplished  owing  to  there  being  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
what  the  advance  in  freights  should  be,  some  suggesting  50  cents  a  ton,  others 
wanting  only  10  cents,  yet  it  would  look  as  if  there  was  an  earnest  desire  to 
agree  on  some  basis,  as  none  of  the  various  interests,  we  understand,  will  make 
prices  at  present  beyond  May  t,  1899. 

* 

*  * 

Colonel  E.  G.  Lebree  died  at  Trenton,  Ky.,  November  22nd,  1898.  The 
Earlington  Bee  says:  “His  decease  rem  ives  one  of  the  most  prominent  actors 
in  the  material  advancement  of  western  Kentucky."  He  had  been  closely 
identified  with  the  building  of  several  railroads  and  was  president  of  the  St. 
Bernard  Coal  Co  ,  for  25  years.  “He  can  well  be  called  the  moving  spirit  in  the 
establishment  and  building  up  of  Earlington,  St.  Charles  and  Morton’s 
Gap.  He  was  the  friend  of  Bristow,  Harlan,  Speed  and  other  distinguished 

Kentuckians.  We  all  honor  his  name.  ’ 

* 

*  * 

For  several  years  Italy  has  been  seeking  to  obtain  American  coke  for  her 
blast  furnaces;  heretofore,  she  has  depended  upon  the  German  coke  makers 
for  her  supply,  an i  it  is  stated  by  the  Philadelphia  Press  that  no  less  than 
200.000  tons  could  have  been  sent  there  if  there  had  been  ships  to  carry  it. 
The  Italian  representative  of  a  number  of  manufacturers  of  iron  and  steel  was 
in  New  York  1  ist  week  to  buy  our  coke,  whi  ch  he  says  “is  better,  cheaper  and 
in  many  ways  more  desirable  than  the  German  article.  ’  He  has  made  con¬ 
tracts  for  a  large  tonn  age  provisional  on  the  ability  of  the  sellers  to  ship  at 
reasonable  rates  of  freight. 

♦  * 

At  Denver,  Colo.,  steps  are  being  taken  to  run  freight  cars  over  the  lines 
of  the  city  railways  between  midnight  and  6  o’clock  a.  m.  An  extension  of  16 
miles  to  the  coal  mines  of  the  Northern  Coal  Co.,  is  also  contemplated,  from 
whence  coal  will  be  delivered  in  “dump’’  cars  direct  to  the  consumer.  By 
this  plan  it  is  expected  coal  can  be  delivered  anywhere  in  Denver  at  jt3  per 
ton.  The  northern  Colorado  coal  fields  are  only  about  eighteen  miles  north  of 
the  city,  and  with  the  improvements  made  in  recent  years,  electricity  manu¬ 
factured  there  can  be  conveyed  to  the  city  for  use  with  a  very  slight  loss.  With 
their  own  fuel  delivered  at  a  minimum  cost,  the  dynamos  can  provide  all  the 
light  and  power  to  run  the  whole  city  and  at  a  cost  that  will  practically  give 
them  a  monopoly. 

* .. 

*  * 

At  the  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Southwestern  Railroad  held  at  Cincinnati  this  week,  the  following  board  of 
directors  was  elected:  Edward  R.  Bacon,  W.  L.  Bull,  Edgar  T.  Welles,  Ed¬ 
ward  R.  Bell,  John  H.  Davis,  Henry  W.  Poor,  and  Edward  Bruce  of  New 
York;  James  Sloan,  Jr.,  and  Oscar  G.  Murray,  of  Baltimore;  W.  W.  Peabody, 
Lowe  Emerson,  and  W.  M.  Green,  Cincinnati;  Frank  W.  Tracy,  Springfield. 
Ill.;  Augustus  B.  Ewing,  St.  Louis;  and  Francis  Pavy  of  London,  England. 
The  board  met  later  and  elected  the  following  officers:  President,  E  .  R. 
Bacon;  Vice  President,  William  R.  Greene,  in  place  of  Captain  W.  W.  Pea¬ 
body;  Secretary,  Edward  Bruce;  Treasurer,  William  E.  Jones;  General  Coun¬ 
sel,  Judson  Harmon. 

*  * 

Mr.  Louis  J.  Oswald,  president  of  the  recently  organized  Princeton  Coal 
and  Mining  Co,,  Princeton,  Ind.,  operating  the  well  known  “Maule”  mine,  ar¬ 
ranged  an  impromptu  Thanksgiving  celebration  down  at  the  mine,  to  which 
the  business  men,  citizens  and  ladies  of  the  town  were  invited  to  meet  the 
management,  miners  and  other  employes.  Speeches  and  music — vocal  and 
instrumental — were  listened  to  with  attention,  after  which  refreshments  were 
passed  around.  President  Oswald  said  the  meeting  was  called  to  enhance  the 
good  feeling  which  already  existed  between  the  company  and  its  employes 
and  that  the  co  operation  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  had  been  requested  to 
further  cement  the  bonds  of  interest  between  them.  In  his  remarks  he  said: 
“No  coal  produced  in  Indiana  or  Illinois  could  equal  the  Princeton  product.’’ 

*  * 

President  Lord  of  the  Consolidation  Coai  Co.,  which  controls  more  than 
half  of  the  coal  shipped  over  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  recently  took  a 
party  consisting  of  Count  von  Hacke,  Baron  von  Hermann,  Capt.  von  Rebeur 
Parchwitz,  naval  attache,  who  watched  the  progress  of  the  late  war  for  his 
country,  and  Baron  von  Bredow,  all  of  the  German  embassy,  Washington; 
George  A.  von  Lingen,  German  consul,  and  other  prominent  Germans  of  Bal¬ 
timore,  to  Cumberland  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  coal  fields  of  that 
vicinity  with  the  view  of  opening  up  new  mines.  It  has  lately  transpired  that 
the  bunkers  of  Schley’s  flagship,  the  Brooklyn,  which  made  such  a  magnificent 
chase  after  Cervera’s  flagship  during  the  naval  battle  off  Santiago,  were  filled 
with  Cumberland  coal,  and  the  great  speed  of  the  ship  is  attributed  to  that  fact 
as  much  as  to  anything  else.  The  Germ  in  officials  h  ive  been  much  impressed 
with  the  merits  of  the  coal,  and  in  addition  to  lacking  up  good  openings  for 
German  capital  have  gone  with  the  object  in  view  of  securing  a  large  supply 
for  the  German  navy. 


According  to  the  Spring  Valley,  Ill.,  Press.,  General  Manager  Dalzell,  of 
the  Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  now  has  an  average  working  force  of  2,000  men, 
who  are  getting  out  3,000  tons  of  coal  daily  and  yet  despite  this  large  output 
the  company  cannot  at  present  supply  the  demand  for  coal.  The  company 
disburses  an  average  of  $70,000  monthly. 

* 

*  * 

It  is  very  evident  that  Pittsburg  is  losing  the  grip  she  has  had  on  the  coal 
trade  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  nversand  West  Virginia  is  wresting  it  from  her, 
while  on  the  lower  Mississippi  the  coal  from  Alabama  is  quietly  but  surely  super¬ 
seding  the  Pittsburg  article  at  New  Orleans  and  at  other  places  reached  by 
tributaries  of  the  Father  of  Waters.  The  fact  is.  West  Virginia  is  setting  the 
price  on  steam  coal  of  the  higher  grades  and  operators  in- the  Pittsburg  district 
cannot  possibly  compete  in  those  markets  and  pay  the  existing  scale  price  for 
mining.  This  is  shown  by  the  closing  down  of  a  long  established  concern  in 
the  Pittsburg  district  whose  product  was  chiefly  marketed  at  the  lower  ports 
on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  the  firm  going  out  of  business  because  there 
was  no  longer  any  margin  for  profit.  The  onward  march  of  West  Virginia 
coal  in  the  Central  Western  states  is  made  possible  by  the  low  cost  of 
production,  the  mines  being  easily  worked,  and  the  favorable  rates  of  trans¬ 
portation  made  by  the  carrying  companies. 

,  * 

<=  * 

Upon  inquiry  of  The  Turney  &  Jones  Co.,  Chicago,  it  was  stated  that  the 
report  of  the  expert  accountant  of  The  Turney  &  Jones  Co.  affairs  had  been 
completed;  that  this  report  was  somewhat  better  than  had  been  expected. 
The  report  of  the  Pennsylvania  &  Ohio  Fuel  Co.  was  not  completed,  but  it  is 
expected  it  will  be  completed  by  the  first  of  next  week,  at  which  time  a  full 
report  of  the  condition  of  both  companies  will  be  made  in  the  form  of  a  state¬ 
ment  to  the  creditors.  Facts  so  far,  however,  indicate  that  under  fair  business 
conditions,  and  a  careful  management  of  the  mining  property  and  docks,  added 
to  the  quick  assets  of  both  companies  will  result  iu  the  creditors  receiving  the 
full  amount  of  their  claims.  So  far  as  can  be  learned  there  is  not  a  dissatisfied 
creditor,  all  believing  that  what  has  been  done  was  for  the  best  interests  of  all 
concerned;  that  the  property  is  in  good  hands  at  the  present  time,  also  the  fact 
that  there  was  no  preference  given  in  any  instance.  In  our  next  issue  we 
hope  to  be  able  to  give  our  readers  the  benefit  of  the  report  which  will  be 
made  immediately  upon  the  completion  of  the  accountant’s  figures. 

BASELESS  RUMORS  OF  LARGE  COAL  CONTRACTS. 


A  Pittsburg  special,  November  28,  says:  “James  J.  Hill,  president  of  the 
Great  Northern  R.  R.,  has  made  a  contract  with  West  Virginia  coal  operators 
for  500,000  tons  of  coal  to  be  delivered  in  1899:  It  isto  be  delivered  at  Sandusky, 
Ohio, docks  for$i.25  per  ton.  Thisis25  cents  below  the  price  at  which  the  opera¬ 
tors  of  the  Pittsburg  district  could  furnish  it,  and  may  open  the  miner’s  scale  again 
and  lead  to  strikes  in  Pennsylvania,  Illinois  and  Indiana.  President  Hill,  in  reply 
to  a  telegram,  says  this  company  does  not  publish  its  purchases  of  coal  or  other 
materials."  Upon  undisputed  authority  we  are  in  a  position  to  say  that  the 
above  is  based  entirely  upon  rumor  and  has  no  foundation.  This  rumor,  for 
such  it  undoubtedly  is,  probably  originated  from  the  recent  purchases  by  Mr. 
Hill  of  good-sized  blocks  of  B.  &  O.  R.  R.  stock.  Last  year  the  coal  contract 
for  the  Great  Northern  R.  R.  was  awarded  m  July  and  it  is  not  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  the  management  would  be  willing  to  sign  a  contract  eight  or 
nine  months  ahead  of  the  usual  time.  The  dispatch  further  adds:  “It  is  also  a 
fact  that  the  Pittsburg  operators  have  been  offered  West  Virginia  coal  for 
1899  delivery  at  $1.20  per  ton,  delivered  at  the  lakes,  and  even  at  this  price,  it 
seems,  the  southern  competitive  region  can  make  a  profit.  The  Pittsburg 
coal  trade  is  being  undermined  by  influences  that  are  constantly  operating  in 
favor  of  the  West  Virginia  operators,  and  the  only  remedy  in  view  is  legisla¬ 
tion.”  This  is  also  a  mis-statement  and  Virginia  operators  now  in  Chicago 
absolutely  and  unequivocally  deny  that  coal  could  or  would  be  delivered  at 
lake  ports  at  the  figures  named  in  the  foregoing  dispatch. 


ST.  PAUL  AND  MUSNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 

December  ist,  1898. 

The  long  looked  for  advance  In  the  price  of  nut  coil  has  finally  materi¬ 
alized,  and  an  additional  25c  is  now  levied  upon  all  who  desire  to  possess  this 
much  wanted  size.  That  November  blizzard  and  the  scarcity  of  coal  at  the 
head  of  the  lakes  is  held  responsible  for  the  jump  in  price;  and  the  trade  in 
this  section  would  not  be  surprised  if  another  25c  is  tacked  on  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  figures  in  the  near  future. 

If  the  Northwest  has  a  very  severe  winter  a  serious  scarcity  of  coal  will 
be  the  result,  say  a  large  number  of  dealers,  but  the  more  conservative 
members  of  the  trade  state  that  enough  coal  will  be  found  to  fill  all  orders  and 
that  the  winters  up  this  way  are  not  very  severe  anyway  as  compared  with 
those  of  a  few  years  back.  The  recent  spell  of  zero  weather  has  set  the  tongue 
of  the  alarmist  going,  but  as  the  temperature  is  now  traveling  sky  ward  at  quite 
a  rapid  rate,  he  has  quieted  down  considerably  in  the  last  few  days. 

The  retail  trade  reports  a  very  busy  week  and  this  branch  of  the  industry 
is  looking  forward  to  a  profitable  season’s  business. 

The  Chicago  &  Northwestern  has  incorporated  a  line  to  be  known  as  the 
Minnesota  &  Iowa,  to  run  from  the  Iowa  coal  fields  through  southwestern 
Minnesota. 
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In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manifested  in  me  severa 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  is  the 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 

Interest  them.  _ 

MEETING  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  COAL  OPERATORS. 

A  meeting  of  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association  was  held  at  the  Great 
Northern  hotel  November  28,  1898,  to  consider  various  matters.  President  b. 

M.  Dalzell  was  in  the  chair.  There  were  some  sixty  members  present,  includ¬ 
ing  Vice-president  J.  C.  Simpson  and  nearly  all  of  the  executive  coinmittee. 
Considerable  discussion  was  indulged  in  as  to  how  best  to  meet  ^ 

the  operators  in  the  state  so  that  all  could  be  afforded  an  opportuntty  to 
sent  their  wants  and  grievances  preparatory  to  the  general  convention  to  be 
held  at  Springfield,  December  20.  1898.  Finally  the  following  resolution  was 

^^^^‘Resolved,  That  each  district  executive  committeeman  hold  meetings  in 
eat  h  district  to  hear  complaints  and  grievances,  and  as  far  as  posable  have 
same  clearly  stated,  and  that  further  consideration  be  given  same  on  December 
20th.  the  whole  question  to  be  taken  up  at  that  t'tne  for  consideration. 

Among  those  present  were  Colonel  Morrison,  W.  P-  kj' 

rison,  J  C.  Simpson,  A.  J.  Moorshead,  J  K.  Wantling,  W.  H.  Holcomb,  H.  N. 
Taylor!  James  J  Kelly.  J  A.  Agee.  Glenn  W.  Trear,  Secy-Treas.  Scrogg^  E 
T.  Bent!^  A.  L.  Sweet,  Messrs.  Ryan,  Newsam.  Crabb  and  others.  At  the  meet¬ 
ing  Dec.  20,  an  election  of  officers— president,  vice-president,  secretary- 
treasurer  and  executive  committee  for  the  ensuing  y^ar  will  be  held. 

Letters  bearing  on  the  subject  of  the  Interstate  Convention  to  be  held  at 
Pittsburg,  January  10,  1899.  were  read  from  Mr.  F.  L.  Robbins  of  that  city,  Mr. 

J.  S.  Morton,  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  J.  Smith  Talley,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  AMERICAN  COAL  IN  ARGENTINA. 

The  requirements  of  Argentina  in  coal  may  be  placed  between  750,000 
and  8;o,ooo  tons  annually,  ihe  amount  imported  in  1895  being  ^50.o8t  tons  in 
1896,  866,232  tons,  and  in  1897,  776.825  tons.  During  the  first  six  monihs  of  the 
present  year  the  importations  amounted  to  448,7?5  tons,  or  ^^>39^ 
than  the  amount  imported  during  the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding 
year.  The  value  of  the  coal  annually  bought  by  Argentina  may  be  roundly 

The  proportion  of  this  trade  supplied  by  the  United  States  was  11,005  tons 
of  bituminous  coal  in  1895;  4  808  tons  of  bituminous  and  '56  tons  of  anthracite 
in  1806,  and  2,206  tons  of  bituminous  and  12  tons  of  anthraate  in  1897.  1  aking 
the  value  of  last  year’s  importations  the  exportation  of  ^ 

Argentina  stands  in  the  relation  of  I,I75  to  $4,660,953,  the  value  of  the  tota 

™'‘The‘d“;ate'ifom'’?hilad.lphia  or  Norfolk  ,o  Bueoos  Ayres,  via  in.erme- 
diate  ports,  is  5.50J  miles,  and  the  distance  from  Cardiff  to  Buenos  T^res  is 
6,225  miles.  The  average  freight  from  Norfolk  or  Philadelphia  to  Buenos 
Avres  ranges  from  $4.38  to  $4.86,  and  the  average  freight  from  Caitiff  to 
Buenos  Ayres  ranges  from  $3.“9  to  $4-86.  Other  things 

coal  should  find  its  way  into  these  markets  in  greater  quantities  than  it  does. 

Prior  to  the  Welsh  coal  strike,  some  of  the  Argentine  rmiroads  made  con¬ 
tracts  for  the  delivery  of  coal  during  the  current  year  at  $5.06  f.  o  b.  at  Carditt 
a  figure  that  would  put  coal  down  at  Buenos  Ayres  at  about  $900.  How 
closely  American  coal  can  approach  these  figures  under  normal  conditions  of 
production  in  Wales  is  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  West  Virginia  coal  as 
put  on  board  ship  at  Norfolk  recently  at  $1.95  per  ton.  If  we  add  »  freight 
rate  made  last  month  for  coal  from  Philadelphia  to  Buenos  Ayres,  namel  , 
$5.1 1,  wt  have  American  coal  delivered  at  Buenos  Ayres  at  $7.06  or  nearly  $2 
under  the  price  of  Welsh  coal  delivered  under  normal  conditions.  Since  the 
Welsh  strike,  however,  Welsh  coal  has  been  held  at  much  higher  prices,  but 
the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum  learns  frorn  a  correspondent  at  Buenos 
Ayres  that  an  Argentine  railroad  company,  in  July  lasL  bought  a  cargo  of  1,000 
tons  of  double  screened  Merthyr  Tydvil  coal  at  $7.60  C.  F 

It  would  certainly  seem  as  if  American  operators  could  have  sent  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  coal  into  the  ■^'‘^^'^Fne  market  at  t  is  gure.  o  ■ 
however,  from  profiting  by  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  g  P  S 

in  Wales,  the  exportations  of  American  coal  to  South  American  countries,  out¬ 
side  of  Brazil  and  Colombia,  during  the  year  ending  'as'  were 

tons  less  than  during  the  preceding  year.  With  Cardiff  ^ 

$13  gold  at  Buenos  Ayres,  there  would  appear  to  have  been  an  excellent 

opportunity  for  the  introduction  of  American  coal.  ..Unut 

The  amount  of  coal  consumed  by  the  railroads  of  'S  abou 

140,000  tons  yearly,  and  as  the  roads  are  mainly  controlled  y 
naturally  they  would  give  the  preference  to  the  English  product  His  patriot¬ 
ism,  however,  never  stands  in  the  way  of  his  profit  earning,  and  if  he  can  pur¬ 
chase  American  coal  cheaper  than  he  can  Welsh  the  Englishman  will  give  ihe 
American  article  the  preference.  Outside  of  the  railroads,  inoreover,  tnere  a 
considerable  requirements  for  electric  power,  brewery  and  factory  use  that 

Americans  should  be  able  to  supply.  .  ,  ,  , 

In  the  development  of  our  general  trade  with  the  Argentine,  although  we 
may  be  dependent  upon  foreign  steamers  for  the  transportation  of  high-class 


merchandise,  our  American  sailing  vessels  are  very  well  suited  for  such  freight¬ 
age  as  coal,  which  does  not  require  rapid  transportaii  n.  Our  fleet  of  sailers 
consist  of  three  and  four-masted  schooners,  which  have  been  especially  built 
for  a  coasting  trade.  Their  hulls  are  so  constructed  as  to  enable  them  to  sail 
without  ballast  and  to  carry  large  cargoes  on  a  small  draught  of  water.  It  is 
the  American  schooner’s  great  quality  of  being  able  to  carry  from  i,coo  to 
1,800  tons  dead  weight  on  a  draught  of  from  14  to  18  feet  that  enables  her 
to  reach  points  on  the  River  Plate  with  large  cargoes,  ihat  would  he  impossi¬ 
ble  of  accomplishment  by  foreign  vessels  of  equal  capacity.  It  would  require, 
for  example,  three  European  vessels  to  carry  to  Rosario  the  same  amount  of 
dead  weight  that  can  be  carried  by  one  American  schooner,  since  thev  would 
have  to  be  small  vessels  in  order  to  have  also  a  correspondingly  light  draught. 
The  disadvantage  of  shipping  coal  to  the  Argentine  by  this  means  is  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  obtaining  return  freight,  excepting  that  the  fine  woods  of  the  country 
are  exploited  and  shipped  north,  where  a  good  market  awaits  them. 

The  apprehension  of  a  war  with  Chile  boomed  coal  prices  in  the  Argen¬ 
tine  and  attention  was  again  directed  to  the  desirability  of  discovering  coal 
deposits  within  the  country  of  marke'able  value.  Coal  is  known  to  exist  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  but  it  is  so  inferior  in  quality  or  so  far  from  means 
of  transport  ition  that  it  has  not  been  exploited.  The  most  accessible  coal-beds 
are  those  situated  in  Terra  del  Fuego.  The  carboniferous  strata  lie  actually 
on  the  coast,  and  samples  of  coal,  which  were  brought  up  in  August  by  a  com¬ 
mission  from  Argentina,  which  had  been  sent  to  Slogget  Bay  to  investigate, 
are  said  to  have  given  very  good  results.  It  is  now  proposed  to  send  down 
machinery  and  ascetain  the  extent  of  the  deposits.  The  coal  is  a  lignite  and 
the  qiialitv  is  said  to  he  good.  This,  however,  need  not  deter  American  coal 
operators  from  selling  their  coal  in  the  Argentine  Republic,  for  the  character 
of  the  native  product  is  such  as  not  to  successfully  compete  with  the  West 
Virginia,  Pennsylvania  or  Cardiff  article.— Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum. 

In  the  Middle  Creek  Valley  near  Beavertown,  Pa.,  a  vein  of  bituminous 
coal  has  been  found  on  the  land  owned  and  occup-ed  by  N.  A.  Fees. 

Chief  Mine  Inspector  J  W.  Paul,  of  West  Virginia,  is  now  preparing  his 
report  for  the  ye-ir  ending  June  30,  1898,  and  a  fine  showing  is  made  in  West 
Virginia  coal.  The  total  production  for  the  year  was  over  14,000,000  tons,  an 
increase  of  nearly  3,000.000  tons  over  the  year  before.  The  general  increase 
was  due  largelv  to  the  general  trade  during  the  summer.  The  lake  ship¬ 
ments  for  1897-98  also  exceeded  those  of  the  previous  year  bv  about  4.000.000 
tons.  The  market  for  West  Virginia  coal  in  the  great  Northwest  is  rapidly 
and  steadily  growing.  The  shipments  of  coal  to  foreign  countries  is  also  in¬ 
creasing,  and  one  firm  in  Marion  county  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
shipped  at  least  60  per  cent  of  its  output  to  Mexico. 

{Market  Review  continued  frotn  page  622.) 

Philadelphia  advices  are  that  the  coal  trade  has  received  some 
impetus  from  the  colder  weather  of  the  past  week,  but  the  busi¬ 
ness  done  is  not  as  heavy  as  had  been  expected  from  the  small 
supply  in  dealers’  hands;  however,  on  all  orders  received  there  is 
the  urgency  clause  written.  The  fifteen  cent  advance  on  chest¬ 
nut  coal  has  been  very  general  with  all  the  companies  as  this  size 
is  in  short  supply  all  around.  More  activity  is  noted  in  line  trade 
and  the  pressure  for  quick  delivery  would  indicate  that  stocks  are 
low.  There  is  no  truth  in  the  reports  in  the  daily  press  that  the 
Lehigh  Valley  had  purchased  a  controlling  interest  in  the  Dela¬ 
ware  and  Hudson’s  line  from  Scranton  to  Wilkesbarre.  Bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  has  been  slightly  stimulated  by  the  wintry  weather  and 
shipments  to  consumers  have  increased  to  some  extent.  Ports 
on  the  Sound  are  taking  more  coal  but  shipments  to  the  far  East 
are  less  active. 

Our  Omaha  correspondent  reports  that  the  demand  for  coal  of 
all  kinds  has  been  exceptionally  good.  It  is  asserted  that  the 
tonnage  of  coal  received  at  Omaha  the  past  two  months  fully 
equals  the  amount  of  coal  used  last  winter.  Anthracite  is  in  good 
supply— all  sizes,  except  nut,  which  is  due  to  the  shortage  in  the 
eastern  markets.  Soft  coal  is  in  good  demand  and  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  coal  now  arriving  is  sent  to  consumers  direct 
from  the  cars,  consequently  sheds  and  yards  are  bare  of  stock, 
but  the  daily  receipts  are  at  present  sufficient  to  cover  all  orders, 
though  there  is  little  or  no  surplus.  Ohio  coal  is  ready  for  an  ad¬ 
vance  and  dealers  there  would  like  to  see  it  come.  Omaha’s  sup¬ 
ply  is  drawn  from  Missouri,  Iowa,  Wyoming,  Arkansas,  Illinois, 
Ohio  and  West  Virginia,  so  that  there  is  not  much  fear  of  a  fam¬ 
ine  in  that  section  west  of  the  Missouri  river. 

Detroit  advices  are  that  the  cold  weather  has  caused  a  greater 
demand  for  coal  and  that  market  is  in  good  shape.  The  scarcity 
of  chestnut  coal  continues,  but  all  other  sizes  of  anthracite  are  in 
over-supply.  Box  cars  have  been  so  scarce  that  many  gondolas 
have  been  used  for  carrying  anthracite.  Many  manufacturing 
plants  are  running  day  and  night  and  consuming  large  quantities 
of  fuel. 

Buffalo  advices  are  that  there  is  a  good  demand  for  coal. 
Shipments  of  coal  westward  by  lake  for  the  week  ending  Novem¬ 
ber  26,  aggregated  97,650  net  tons,  distributed  as  follows;  Chicago, 
50,375  tons;  Milwaukee,  15,700  tons;  Toledo,  i,375  tons;  Superior, 
6,000  tons.  Port  Huron,  i,iOO  tons,  Gladstone,  3,200  tons  and 
Lake  Linden,  1,400  tons.  P'reight  rates  were  40  cents  to  Su¬ 
perior  and  Michigan  and  50  cents  to  Toledo. 
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Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interest 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


Mo. 


H.  C.  Tussey  has  opened  a  new  coal  office  at  Altoona,  Pa. 

* 

*  * 

A.  Wood,  Jr.,  succeeds  A.  Wood  &  Son,  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

* 

*  ♦ 

Conant  &  Andrews  have  opened  a  coal  yard  at  Lewiston,  Me. 

«■ 

The  Schimke  Coal  Co.  have  opened  a  new  office  at  Massillon,  O. 

> 

The  Struthers  Coal  company  succeeds  A.  B.  Struthers,  Galion,  O. 

* 

*  * 

H.  H.  Steele  has  bought  the  coal  business  of  W.  C.  Linn,  Jasper,  Mo. 

* 

*  * 

U.  A.  Clute  has  purchased  the  coal  business  of  A.  Grant,  Hastings,  N.  Y. 

* 

*  Ha 

R.  May  has  opened  a  coal  office  on  West  Maple  avenue.  Independence 
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* 

* 


H.  B.  Lyman  continues  the  business  of  E.  B.  Lyman,  deceased,  LaFav- 
ette,  Ind. 


* 

*  * 


S.  T.  Goodman,  Rhodes,  Iowa,  has  sold  out  his  coal  business  to  Tames 
Mills  &  Son.  ^ 

*** 

I.  W.  Coe  has  purchased  the  retail  coal  business  of  J.  L.  Roberts  Grav- 

mont.  Ill.  ’  ^ 

if: 

Hfi  Hi 

Clark  &  Kerr  succeed  W.  T.  Clark  in  the  retail  coal  business  at  Bath 
South  Dakota.  ’ 

« 

*  * 

John  H.  Tupper  has  opened  a  new  coal  yard  at  the  foot  of  Grand  street 
Troy,  N.  Y.  ’ 

* 

Ha  Ha 

C.  Schillinger  &  Son  continue  the  coal  business  of  Smith  &  Schillinger 
Rock  Island,  Ill.  ’ 

* 

*  * 

C.  C^  McCardell  has  purchased  the  retail  coal  business  of  Runyon  & 
Wurtz,  Geneva,  Iowa. 

♦ 

Ht 

D.  R.  Blankenship  &  Son  have  sold  out  of  their  coal  business  at  Eldo¬ 
rado,  Kas.,  to  L.  H.  Powell. 

* 

J.  S.  Bomberger  &  Co.,  who  succeed  A.  C.  Erb,  deceased,  have  made  many 

improvements  to  their  yard.  ’ 


Prices  of  coal  of  all  kinds  are  growing  firmer  at  West  Superior,  Wis  and 
may  advance  any  day. 

The  Coal  Mining  Company  at  h  oster,  near  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  reports  a  greater 
demand  than  they  can  supply.  ^  ® 

Bay  City,  Mich.,  has  now  four  coal  mines  within  four  miles  of  the  west  end 
ot  Lalayette  avenue  bridge. 

The  coal  company  at  Glenview,  Ill.,  is  working  steadily  and  shipping  from 
hfteen  to  twenty  car  loads  a  day.  ^  “ 

Hobart  Fuhs  is  now  getting  out  coal  from  his  new  shaft  just  put  down  at 
Kirkville,  near  Oskaloosa,  Iowa.  ^ 

At  Linton,  near  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  the  South  Linton  Coal  Co.  has  pur¬ 
chased  twenty  acres  of  coal  land. 

•11  county  clerk  at  Bozeman,  Mont.,  asks  for  proposals  for  coal.  Bids 
will  be  received  until  3  p.  m.,  Dec.  7,  1898. 

The  Aiden  coal  mines,  near  Winslow,  in  Southern  Indiana,  will  be  opened 
this  month,  and  will  employ  a  large  number  of  hands. 

At  Helena,  Mont.,  there  was  a  heavy  rush  demand  for  coal  from  domestic 
consumers  last  week  and  dealers  had  more  than  they  could  do. 

Dr.  L.  N  Parish  and  Joseph  Choisser  are  the  promoters  of  a  new  coal  en¬ 
terprise  at  Eldorado,  Ill.  They  are  meeting  with  good  success  among  the  cit¬ 
izens.  “ 

Operations  have  been  resumed  at  the  Munhall  coal  mines,  at  Homestead 
Ea  ,  and  300  men  were  put  to  work.  The  plant  had  been  closed  for  several 
weeks. 

P.  F.  Severin,  Valley  Junction,  near  Dis  Moines,  la.,  has  secured  the  coal 

rights  of  the  Aulman  eighty  acres  south  of  Valley  Junction.  The  coal  is  on 
the  surface. 

cu  Pittsburg,  has  purchased  11  acres  of  what  is  known  as  the 

Shaffer  coal  land  from  the  trustee  of  the  Horner  &  Roberts  industries  near 
Llizabeth,  Pa. 

Last  week  between  fifteen  and  twenty  vessels,  each  loaded  with  from 
1,1500  to  2,000  tons  of  coal  for  Milwaukee  dealers,  were  on  their  way  to 
that  city,  of  which  only  one  arrived,  the  remainder  being  reported  stormbound. 

The  mine  of  the  H.  Somers  Coal  Co.,  Saginaw,  Mich.,  at  St.  Charles  is 
turning  out  from  450  to  500  tons  of  fine  coal  every  day,  and  the  output  is  stead¬ 
ily  increasing,  the  company  having  a  capacity  for  1,500  tons  daily  The  com¬ 
pany  has  started  to  sink  another  shaft. 

The  Fairfax  coal  mine  in  Pierce  county.  Wash.,  is  quickly  getting  into 
shape  to  become  a  large  producer.  T.  B.  Corey,  the  general  manager,  says 
that  the  mine  is  ful.y  developed,  the  houses  and  bunkers  are  finished  and  three 
miles  of  track  have  been  laid  on  the  railroad  from  Carbonado. 

Kansas  has  experienced  the  worst  coal  famine  ever  known  in  the  state 
Hundreds  of  small  towns  are  without  coal  and  dealers  are  begging  shippers 
and  mine  owners  to  send  them  even  small  lots.  Mis.=ouri  and  Illinois  coal  is 
being  shipped  into  the  state,  but  without  the  Kansas  supply  the  demand  can¬ 
not  be  met. 


J.  A.  Ha-nilton,  Ware,  Mass.,  has  sold  his  grain  business  and  hereafter 
will  handle  coal  exclusively. 

.  * 

*  * 

Anthony  R.  Burney  &  Co.,  E.  Providence,  R.  L,  are  erecting  a  new  coal 
shed,  as  the  old  o.ie  was  not  large  enough  for  present  demands. 

:€ 

Ha  Ha 

Messrs.  Conant  &  Andrews,  Lewiston,  Me.,  have  leased  a  lot  of  land  on 
the  old  Auburn  clay  bank  and  will  soon  start  a  coal  and  wood  yard  there 

* 

Lowell,  Mass.,  coal  dealers  were  notified  by  circular,  November  29th  by  a 
Boston  wholesale  dealer  that  no  shipments  could  be  made  at  present,  as  15  000 
tons  of  coal  had  been  lost  in  the  recent  storms.  ’ 

* 

Ha  Ha 

An  incendiarv  fire  destroyed  the  coal  elevator  and  stable  owned  by  Con¬ 
ner  &  Slider  at  West  Third  and  Water  streets.  New  Albany,  Ind.,  November 
22,  The  loss  will  be  about  ^1,200  with  $^00  insurance.  The  hoisting  engine 
and  machinery  in  the  elevator  wzs  ruined. 

Hi 

Ha  Hi 

Creston,  Iowa,  coal  dealers  complain  of  a  gang  of  boys  and  men  who  steal 
coal  from  the  cars  in  the  railroad  yards.  These  coal  thieves  don’t  wait  for 
darkness  to  do  the  stealing  but  throw  coal  off  cars  and  carry  it  home  in  broad 
daylight.  No  effort  has  been  made  so  far  to  interfere  with  this  thieving  work. 

*** 

The  coal  sheds  which  F.  Braastad  &  Co.  are  building  on  North  Third 
street,  Ispheming,  Mich.,  are  now  nearing  completion.  The  sheds  will  be  the 
finest,  and  will  have  the  largest  capacity,  of  any  in  the  city.  They  are  large 
enough  to  hold  all  the  coal  that  will  have  to  be  put  in  for  the  firm’s  trade  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  season. 

*** 

A  coal  yard  for  the  poor  has  been  opened  at  571  South  Jefferson  street, 
Chii^go,  through  the  efforts  of  E.  F.  Glickman,  whose  interest  in  the  poor  of 
the  Ghetto  has  already  given  them  many  benefits.  An  arrangement  has  now 
been  perfected  whereby  coal  is  distributed  by  the  bushel  or  ton  in  good  meas- 
ure  and  at  a  price  less  than  its  cost  to  the  man  who  is  backing  the  generous 
enterprise. 

The  master  mechanic  of  the  Colorado  Midland  Railroad  is  about  to  intro¬ 
duce  a  smoke  consumic.g  device  on  its  locomotives.  Mr.  Humphries,  the  offi- 

’’cterred  to,  has  equipped  one  of  the  engines  with  the  smoke-consumer  and 
will  give  It  a  complete  test.  It  is  claimed  that  by  its  use  a  saving  of  20  per 
cent  m  the  fuel  can  be  made. 


Th.-  Iowa  railroad’commissioners  have  set  January  4  as  the  date  forbearing 
cases  of  alleged  discrimination  against  Iowa  coal  in  favor  of  Illinois  coal  in  the 
rnatter  of  freight  rates  by  Iowa  lines.  It  is  said  that  Illino’s  coal  is  being 
shipped  to  Omaha  for  less  money  than  is  charged  for  hauling  Iowa  coal  to  the 
Omaha  market. 

Acprrting  to  the  last  report  issued  by  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey,  Iowa 
IS  the  sixth  in  the  list  of  coal  producing  states,  being  surpas.^ed  only  by  Penn 
sylvania,  Illinois,  'West  Virginia  and  Ohio.  The  total  product  of  bituminous 
coal  in  1897  was  4,611,865  tons,  worth  at  the  mines  $5,219,502,  giving  emolov- 
ment  to  10,703  men.  ^  ^ 

The  production  of  coal  in  Michigan  in  1897  exceeded  that  in  i8q6  by  1^0- 
710  tons,  and  the  production  of  coal  in  1898  exceeded  that  of  1897  by  I07.88'4 
tons  arm  that  of  1896  by  238,594  tons.  Of  mines  now  in  operation.  Bay  county 
has  2,  Eaton  county  3.  Genesee  and  Huron  2,  Jackson  4,  Saginaw  and  Siawas- 
see  5,  making  a  total  of  16. 

Ottawa,  Kas.,  was  threatened  with  a  soft  coal  famine.  All  the  dealers  in 
the  city  are  out  of  the  commodity  and  there  seems  to  be  none  to  be  had  from 
anywhere.  Railroid  comoanies  have  all  the  soft  coal  they  can  get  out  for 
some  time  under  contract,  and  there  is  little  hope  of  any  soft  coal  going  to  the 
city  for  some  time  to  come. 

The  work  of  building  a  spur  from  the  Northwestern  tracks  to  the  new 
mines  being  opened  by  that  company  north  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  under  the 
corporate  title  of  the  Saylor  Coal  company,  will  be  commenced  at  once.  The 
spur  will  be  about  two  miles  long.  The  Saylor  Coal  company  has  about  com¬ 
pleted  the  sinking  of  its  shaft  on  the  Hast  property  recently  purchased  by  it 
and  as  soon  as  the  spur  is  completed  will  commence  taking  out  coal. 

Prominent  officials  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway  arrived  in  Tacoma 
Wash.,  last  week  en  route  to  the  company’s  big  coal  mines  near  Carbonado  on 
the  Doughty  branch  of  the  Northern  Pacific,  near  Tacoma.  Among  these 
were  George  Crocker,  vice-president  of  the  road  and  Frank  Doughty,manager 
and  J.  Kruttschnitt,  general  manager  of  the  mines.  The  visit  of  these  officials' 
is  one  of  inspection  and  to  see  what,  if  any,  improvements  were  required  to 
render  the  mines  more  productive. 

The  biennial  report  of  the  state  coal  mine  inspector  of  Colorado  will  show, 
by  his  estimate,  that  for  1898  the  total  production  of  the  state  will  be  3,565,660 
tons,  divided  as  follows:  Semi-bituminous,  1,077912  tons;  bituminous',  1,752- 
059:  lignite,  671,592,  and  anthracite  64,097  tons.  Divided  into  counties  the  pro¬ 
duction  shows:  Arapahoe,  413  tons;  Boulder,  607,890;  ElPaso,  27,906;  Fremont 
319,641;  Gunnison,  319,116;  Garfield,  237,227;  Huerfano,  361,702;’ Jefferson' 
7,65c;  Las  Animas,  1,406,45s:  LaPlata,  74,805;  Larimer,  6,000;  Mesa,  27,61 1 ’ 
Pitkin,  147,461;  Weld,  21,733;  total  tonnage,  3,565,660. 
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The  Wall  Street  Journal.  Nov.  7.  says;  “The  movement  of  coal  over  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad’s  eastern  lines  is  always  a  jood  guide  to  general  business 
conditions.  For  the  first  ten  months  of  1898  the  shipments  of  anthracite  coal 
over  these  liaes  increased  over  last  year  only  52,162  tons,  or  1.4^.  Ship¬ 
ments  of  soft  coal  in  the  same  time  increased  1,179,273  tons,  or  i  i^^.  Ship¬ 
ments  of  colce  increased  2,268,261  tons,  or  nearly  14^.  The  substitution  of  soft 
coal  and  coke  for  anthracite  evidently  continues,  while  the  loss  in  domestic 
consumption  where  gas  is  increasing  as  a  fuel  has  been  large,  but  there  are  no 
statistics  by  which  to  measure  it. 


The  production  of  coal  in  Montana  for  1897,  amounted  to  1,647,882  tons 
valued  at  $2,897,408.  Coal  production  in  Mont  ina  has  shown  unin  errupted  in¬ 
crease  each  year  since  1887,  the  output  of  1895  sh  iwing  a  phenomenal  gain 
of  over  62  per  cent  over  iSgf,  w  th  an  increasi  of  50  per  cent  in  v  ilue.  The 
product  in  1896  w  is  only  2  per  cent  more  than  that  of  1895,  and  this  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  sharp  decline  in  value.  The  actual  loss  amounted  to_$57i,- 
234.  the  price  per  ton  declining  from  $1.89  to  $1.47.  The  conditions  were  more 
satisfactory  in  1897:  the  product  increased  104,437  short  tons,  and  the  value 
$617,736,  the  average  price  per  ton  showing  an  advance  of  29  cents  to  $1.76. 


s.  c. 


AGENT 


Delaware,  Lackawanna  ^  Western  Railroad  Company’s 

SC  RANTON  COAL 

OF  OOa.1  &  Oolite. 


vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 


C.  L.  DERINC,  Manager, 


Chicago, 


The  St.  Louis  and 
Big  Muddy  Coal  Co. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE: 

CARBONDALE,  ILL 


CAPACITY 


MINES  NEAR. 


2,500  nr 

TONS  UL 

DAILY. 


CARTERVILLE, 
Williamson  County, 

ILL. 


SOLE 

PROPRIETORS 


COAL. 


TRADE  MARK. 

A  600  ton  daily  capacity  Luhri§;  Gcal  Washing  Plant  operated  in  connection  with  mine. 


WILLI A.MS  &  PETERS, 

General  Sales  Agents  for  thej  Erie  R.  R.  Company’s  and  New  York,  Susquehanna  &  Western  Coal  Company’s 


KEYSTONE  AN'TH R and  E3ITLJMINOUS  clarion 

JERMYN  /  ^  r  \  A  I  DAGUS 

WILKESBARRE 


COAL. 


BLOSSBURG 


SOLE  AGENTS  FOR  THE  BLOSS15URG  COAL  COMPANY. 


BRANCH  OFFICES: 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Boston,  Mass. 


MAIN  OFFICE:  SHIPPING  WHARVES: 

Washington  Building,  -  fJo.  1  Broadway,  Weehawken,  N.  J.  Buffalo.  N  Y. 

NEW  YORK.  Edgewater,  N.  J  . 


M.  E.  ROBINSON,  Western  Sales  Agent,  BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 
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A  new  vein  of  coal  in  the  lower  end  of  Arnot,  near  Wellsboro,  Pa.,  is  be¬ 
ing  opened. 

It  is  now  expected  that  the  total  amount  of  coal  received  at  Portsmouth, 
N.  H  ,  this  year  will  reach  375,000  tons. 

The  Bessemer  Coke  Co.,  Srager,  near  Greensburg,  Pa.,  will  soon  have  its 
new  coke  crusher  finished  and  ready  for  work. 

The  Little  Palls  Coal  Co.,  of  Little  Falls,  N.  Y.,  is  to  be  managed  by 
Walter  S.  Baker,  an  able  and  affable  young  business  man  of  Ilion. 

The  Manufacturers’  Natural  Gas  Co.,  Washington,  Pa.,  has  discarded  gas 
and  is  now  using  coal  under  the  boilers  at  the  pumping  station,  near  Linden. 

It  is  reported  that  anthracite  coal  has  been  discovered  on  the  farm  of  J.  P'. 
Montgomery,  about  four  miles  north  of  Williamsport,  near  Blossburg,  Pa. 

It  is  reported  that  Mr.  Harry  M.  Van  Zandt,  of  22  North  Second  street, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  has  resigned  as  manager  of  Boyd,  Stickney  &  Co.’s  wholesale 
coal  company. 

It  is  now  reported  that  Henry  M.  Whitney,  the  coal  magnate  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  will  supply  gas  at  25  cents  per  1,000  cubic  feet  and  not  50  cents  as  pre¬ 
viously  noted  in  these  columns. 

Isaac  and  Joseph  Skeels,  of  Island  Creek,  near  Steubenville,  O.,  are  open¬ 
ing  a  coal  mine  on  the  Wm.  Taylor  property,  near  the  Isiand  siding  yard. 
They  have  finished  an  incline  of  580  feet. 

The  large  mining  corporations  in  the  upper  anthracite  coal  regions  and 
the  Reading  comp  my  having  successfully  introduced  compressed  air  as  a  mo¬ 
tive  power,  it  is  safe  to  assume  th  it  it  will  not  be  many  years  before  all  com¬ 
panies  and  individual  operators  will  do  the  same.  Even  the  mine  locomotive 
will  be  relegated  to  the  scrap  pile  and  air  compressors  used  both  in  the  gang¬ 
way  underground  and  outside  on  the  dump. 

Clarence  R.  Murphy,  forty-five  years  old,  of  4252  Regent  street, chief  clerk 
for  the  Graeff,  Wilcox  &  Co.,  coal  operators,  shot  himself  in  the  private  office 
of  the  firm,  51 1  Hale  Building,  Juniper  and  Chestnut  streets,  November  22, 
1898,  while  temporarily  insane  from  insomnia,  due,  as  supposed,  to  overwork. 
Mr.  Murphy’s  death  was  instantaneous.  His  employers  held  him  in  the  high¬ 
est  esteem,  and  speak  feelingly  of  his  excellent  record  during  the  twenty-three 
years  he  was  in  their  service. 

The  New  Ebervale  Coal  Company  has  filed  a  petition  in  Court  No.i,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  asking  that  it  be  dissolved.  The  petition  states  that  the  company 
was  incorporated  on  February  5,  1894,  and  that  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to 
apply  for  the  decree  of  dissolution  at  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  held  on 
October  i8th  last;  that  the  business  of  the  company,  which  was  conducted  in 
Luzerne  county,  is  completely  wound  up,  all  the  debts  and  taxes  fully  paid  and 
the  remaining  assets  divided.  Judge  Bregy  made  a  decree  ordering  that  notice 
by  publication  be  made  of  the  petition. 

The  Lackawanna  Steel  Company  has  received  an  order  for  9,000  tons  of 
95-pound  rails  for  the  New  York,  Wyoming  &  Western  Railroad,  to  be  deliv¬ 
ered  at  Wimmers,  this  county.  This  is  the  railroad  the  individual  coal  opera¬ 
tors  of  the  Lackawanna  and  Wyoming  valleys  propose  building  to  New  York 
in  order  to  get  their  coal  to  tide  at  less  rates  than  the  railroads  now  charge, 
and  the  order  for  rails  will  build  the  road  from  Wimmers  to  the  Delaware 
River,  a  distance  of  fifty-five  miles.  The  connection  at  Wimmers  with  the 
Erie  &  Wyoming  Valley  will  tap  at  least  25  individual  mines. 

The  Newport,  R.  L,  Mercury  says:  “The  New  York  and  Boston  Com¬ 
press  Coal  Conuany,  at  work  at  tne  coal  mines  in  Portsmouth,  expect  to 
have  their  machinery  in  operation  by  January  i.  They  expect  to  employ 
about  sixty  men  when  they  get  fully  under  way.  At  present  they  are  erecting 
a  large  building  near  the  railroad  track  and  adjoining  the  machinery  at  the 
entrance  of  the  mine.  In  this  building  will  be  the  principal  operation  of  com¬ 
pressing  the  coal  dust  that  has  lain  on  the  top  of  the  ground  tor  many  years, 
into  luel.  It  is  claimed  by  those  interested  that  this  coal,  which  is  much 
harder  than  any  mined,  in  Pennsylvania  or  elsewhere  in  the  country,  makes  a 
dust  which,  when  compresssd  by  the  secret  process  into  fuel,  is  much  more 
valuable  than  any  dust  found  elsewhere.” 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  and  coke  originat¬ 
ing  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  November  19, 
1898,  and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  as 
follows: 


1898. 

1898. 

1897. 

Week  ending 

Year  to 

Year  to 

Nov.  19. 

Nov.  19. 

Nov.  20. 

..  ..102,495 

3,366.716 

3.305.370 

..  ..314.174 

12,362,492 

11,117,083 

....125,635 

5.276,136 

4,244,995 

..  ..542.304 

21,005.344 

18,667.448 
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Work  on  three  hundred  coke  ovens  was  commenced  at  Lorain,  Monday, 
by  the  Lorain  Steel  company.  The  blast  furnaces  now  in  course  of  construc¬ 
tion  will  be  the  largest  in  the  United  States. 

The  Ohio  Central  R.  R.  Machine  Shops  in  Bucyrus,  O.,  have  been  work¬ 
ing  on  15-hours  time,  endeavoring  to  get  every  available  engine  on  the  track 
to  take  care  of  the  heavy  coal  trade,  which  is  cramping  the  resources  of  the 
road  to  handle.  Other  departments  of  the  shops  are  working  on  nine  hours 
time. 

The  Columbus,  O.,  penitentiary  coal  contract  for  the  ensuing  year  has 
been  let  to  the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  company  at  $1.43  per  ton  for  run  of  mine 
and  $1.53  for  lump,  same  to  be  delivered  at  such  times  and  in  such  quantities 
as  Steward  West  may  direct.  The  amount  of  coal  necessary  to  run  the  big 
prison  during  the  twelve  months  is  from  12,000  to  15,000  tons.  Last  year  it  was 
about  12,000  tons. 

The  amount  of  coal  that  is  being  reclaimed  from  the  culm  banks  in  the 
anthracite  region  now-a-days  is  growing  larger  year  by  year.  There  is  not  an 
abandoned  colliery  in  either  the  lower  or  upper  coal  belts,  where  water  is 
plentiful,  that  washeries  have  not  been  erected  and  which  are  now  turning  out 
from  250  to  300  tons  of  fuel  a  day.  This  coal  is  in  various  sizes  from  rice 
to  nut.  and  sells  readily. 
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Hyatt’s  Telegraph  Code 


MINE  OPERATORS, 
AGENTS  AND 
SALESMEN  ON  THE  ROAD 


IS  A  MONEY  SAVER. 

save  75  per  cent  on  Telegraph  Bills. 

SECOND  EDITION  NOW  READY. 

PRICE,  $1.50. 

This  small  sum  ts  covered  in  a  very  few  telegrams. 

The  only  General  Code  ever  piiblLsIied  covering  Coal  and  Col.e 

from  all  districts. 

For  fnrtlier  iDrormatioii  address  tne  compiler. 

£>-  F*.  HYiVoror, 

DETROIT, . MICHIGAN. 


EARLINCTON,  KY. 

BEST  KENTUCKY  COAl-lUMP  AND  CRUSHED  COKE. 

J.  W.  BRIDGMAN.  General  Agent.  316  WESTERN  UNION  BLOC.,  CHICAGO 


J.  B.  CABLE,  Prea.  GEO.  BI.  SPACE,  VIce-Prea 
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DEALEKS  IN 

ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  GOALS 

ALSO 

BEST  GRADES  OF  COKE 


THE  CELEBRATED 


DAVIS  COAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY. 


ELK  GARDEN^  BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 

MINERS  AND  SHIPP£RS  OF  TKE 

Davis  Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 

/\  O'"®  Smelters,  Foundries 

■  *  I  I  and  Family  Use. 

Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont' W,  Va. 


SMITHING  COAL 


High  in  Carbon. 

Low  in  Sulphur  and  Ash. 


SMITHINC'COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 
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SOUTHERN  COAX  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


The  coke  plant  the  Riverside  Iron  Co.,  Riverside,  W.  Va.,  has  been  put 
into  blast  and  everything  in  connection  with  it  works  well. 

All  the  coal  mines  of  the  Tennessee  Co.  at  Pratt  City,  Ala.,  worked 
on  Thanksgiving  day  on  account  of  the  heavy  demand  for  fuel  from  all 
directions. 

At  Pineville,  Ky.,  A.  J.  Asher,  who  has  bought  200  acres  of  coal  land  near 
that  town,  will  build  a  six  mile  spur  of  railroad  to  his  property  and  commence 
mining  on  a  large  scale. 

The  Dora  coal  mines  near  Birmingham,  Ala.,  which  have  been  shut  down 
for  the  past  four  or  five  months,  resumed  operation  last  Thursday.  The  mine 
is  near  Horse  Creek,  and  has  a  cap.icity  of  about  200  tons  per  day. 

The  Chickamauga  Coal  and  Coke  Company,  at  Durham,  Ga.,  has  just 
completed  an  addition  to  their  plant  which  doubles  its  capacity.  The  orhcers 
announce  that  demand  for  steam  coal  is  greater  this  winter  than  they  have 
known  it  since  they  begun  business. 

The  people  of  Bessemer,  Ala.,  are  threatened  with  a  coal  famine.  Large 
CKDort  or.lers  have  so  exhausted  the  supply  and  still  so  occupy  the  mining 
forces  that  it  is  impossible  for  local  dealers  to  get  anything  like  an  adequate 
supply,  and  the  yards  are  being  rapidly  depleted  of  their  stocks. 

Secretary  of  State  Dallam  of  Maryland  has  received  a  proposition  ^om  a 
man  in  Kentucky  to  trade  21,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  that  state  for  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  and  Ohio  Canal.  Tne  letter  states  that  the  land  is  underlaid  with  hne 
bituminous  coal,  which,  in  many  places,  crops  out  at  the  surface. 

A  correspondent  at  Birmingham  says:  “The  production  of  coke  is  rather 
light  at  present,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  coal  necessary  for  us  produ  :tion. 
Tne  demand  for  commercial  coal  is  so  heavy  that  the  coke  ovens  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  run  a  little  short  in  order  that  the  demand  may  be  supplied. 

The  output  of  the  Belle  Ellen  mines,  near  Birmingham,  Ala.,  is  nearly 
I  000  tons  daily,  but  is  unable  to  keep  up  with  the  demand  for  coal.  Superin¬ 
tendent  Herbert  says;  “The  demand  from  the  railroads  is  so  great  that  it  is  al¬ 
most  an  impossibility  to  fid  the  commercial  or  any  other  orders  for  fuel. 

The  Grafton,  W.  Va.,  Leader,  says:  “A  deed  was  recently  recorded  in  the 
county  clerk’s  office  here,  on  wnich  there  were  seven  ten  dollar  stamps.  It 
was  the  deed  of  Special  Commissioner  J.  Henry  Lee  Lawson  Bnggs  and 
others,  for  lands  and  coal  in  the  Newburg  Ora!  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  The  land 
interests  lie  in  Preston,  Taylor,  Barbour,  Harrison  and  Marion  counties,  and 
the  deed  was  recorded  in  each  of  them.  The  land  brought  $70,000. 

The  Pioneer  Mining  and  Manufacturing  Co.,  Pratt  City,  Ala.,  have  begun 
work  on  the  building  of  the  railroad  running  from  Thomas,  where  their 
furnaces  are  located,  to  Snake  mines,  several  miles  distant.  The  railroad  will 
cross  the  tracks  of  the  Southern,  Louisville  &  Nashville  and  Tennessee 
Coal,  Iron  and  Railroad  Company’s  roads  at  a  point  close  to  Thomas.  When 
the  road  is  completed,  the  Thomas  furnaces  will  get  their  coal  supply  from 
the  Snake  mines  instead  of  Tennessee  Company’s  mines  at  this  place,  as 
heretofore.  _ _ 

COALING  SHIPS  AT  SEA. 


Between  Kipling’s  tramp  collier— “Racketing  her  rivets  loose;  Smokestack 
white  as  snow’’— and  the  stanch  steamers  recently  purchased  by  Uncle  Sam  to 
carry  coal  to  the  warships  in  Cuban  waters  there  is  a  yast  difference. 

“  The  liner,  she’s  a  lady,”  says  Kipling,  and  so  is  the  up-to-date  collier 
when  compared  with  the  old-time  ocean  iramps.  Officered  and  manned  by 
navy  men,  and  kept  in  fine  condition,  she  often  easily  pas- es  for  "a  lady.’ 

To  the  layman  the  word  “collier”  implies  just  a  dirty  little  yessel,  made 
to  carry  coal  in  the  same  sense  that  a  wagon  carries  it  on  shore.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  the  collier  of  to-day  is  a  strongly  built  iron  steamship,  as  long  as  many 
of  the  war  ships  it  supplies  with  coal.  It  is  fitted  with  all  the  modern  appli¬ 
ances,  such  as  steam  stearing  gear,  steam  windlasses  and  winches,  and  a  few 
have  electric  lights  and,  of  course,  their  own  dynamos.  Powerful  engines  of 
the  modern  type  drive  these  steamers,  some  as  fast  as  fourteen  knots  an  hour, 
and  their  hulls  are  so  shaped  that  in  a  heavy  sea  they  ride  easily  and  do  not  ship 

much  water.  .  .  •  „i  j  •• 

A  fair  sample  of  the  modern  collier  is  the  United  States  ship  Leonidas, 
now  in  Cuban  waters.  Built  of  iron  at  Sunderland,  England,  last  year,  she 
was  purchased  by  Commander  W.  H.  Brownson,  representing  the  United 
States  Government,  while  she  was  yet  on  the  stocks.  She  was  sent  to  New 
York  last  May,  and  immediately  put  in  commission  at  the  Brooklyn  Navy 
Yard.  Her  length  is  two  hundred  and  forty-six  feet.  She  is  about  as  fully 
officered  as  a  fighting  ship  of  similar  size,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
list'  Commander  W.  I.  Moore,  in  command;  Lieut.  William  H.  Elliott,  execu¬ 
tive  and  navigator;  Ensgns  M.  D.  Monroe,  R.  G.  McConnell,  James  C.  Sum¬ 


mers  and  L.  L.  Rand;  Passed  Assistant  Engineer  Granville  Kimball;  Assistant 
Surgeon  James  S.  Taylor;  Assistant  Paymaster  Emlen  Etting. 

Coaling  ship  at  sea  from  a  collier,  always  a  difficult  operation,  is  often  a 
dangerous  one —more  so  for  the  collier  than  the  warship,  for  the  latter’s 
armored  sides  will  stand  more  pounding,  when  the  ocean  swells  bring  the  sides 
to  gether,  than  those  of  the  single-plated  coal  vessel,  and  frequently  big  dents 
are  made  in  the  collier’s  sides  by  the  fenders  or  by  the  warship’s  sponsons. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  an  attempt  is  made  to  coal  ship  in  a  gale  of 
wind.  If  a  calm  day  cannot  be  selected,  then  one  is  chosen  when  there  is  less 
swell  than  usual.  The  collier  is  made  fast  on  the  lee  side  of  the  vessel  to  be 
coaled.  Round  rope  fenders,  as  big  as  hogsheads,  are  hung  at  intervals  over 
the  collier’s  sides  to  prevent  the  vessels  coming  together  too  closely.  Over 
each  of  the  collier’s  hatches  hangs  a  cargo  boom  or  derrick,  by  means  of 
which,  with  a  steam  winch  chain-gear  and  iron  tubs  the  coal  is  hoisted  from 
the  hold.  It  is  then  swung  across  to  the  warship  and  dumped  on  her  deck  near 
the  bunkers,  there  to  be  shoveled  in  by  the  crew. 


NEILSON 

RED^ASH  GOAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

DICKSOIT  &  EDDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  OfTIco,  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Agt. 


C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

“AVOCA  ’’  (Pittston  District) 

“FRANKIIN  ’’  (Lackawanna  District) 
“LOUISE  ”  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehigh  Valley  R.R.,  Pennsyl* 
vania  Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

pittston,  pa.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

Moshannon  and  Cumberland  Vein  Bituminous  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Title  Buildine.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 
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H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO. 


Headquarters  for 
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Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna. 

GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells¬ 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturine:  and 
domestic  purposes.  I  3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

8:3^  Direct  Connections  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

Quotations  Freight  Rates  Pamphlets  «>'ivine  fullinformation  promptiv  furnished  upon  application. 
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Harrison  Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 

Best  Combination  for  Mining  Operations. 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY, 


Chicago,  Illinois. 


The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 

ENGINEERS,  FOUNDERS,  MACHINISTS, 

CHICAGO,  U.  S.  A. 

DESIGNERS  AND  BUILDERS  OF 

COMPLETE  TIPPLE-HOUSE  EQUIPMENT, 


DOUBLE  REVOLVING  SCREEN. 


Including  Shaking  and  Revolving  Screens,  Breaker  Rolls, 


WEIGH  BOXES,  PICKING  TABLES  VENTILATING  FANS,  ETC., 


ALSO  MANUFACTURERS  OF 


THE  LUHRIG  PATENT  MACHINERY  for  Wash- 
ing  and  Classify Coal  Electric  Coal  Mining  and 
Haulage  Machinery,  Link-Belt  Elevators,  and  Con¬ 
veyors,  Malleable  Iron  Buckets,  Shafting,  Bearings, 
Pulleys,  Friction  Clutches,  Rope  Sheaves^  etc.,  etc. 

The  Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Company 

COMPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


LINK-BELT”  BREAKER. 


COLUMBUS, 


OHIO. 


18  Years’ 
Service. 

1600 
machines 
in  use. 

i;il5 
sq.  ft.  in 
9  hours. 


RECORD: 

17  years 
continn- 
ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
double 
shift. 


Electric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  Drills. 

Electric  Shearing  machines. 
Air  Shearing  machines. 


Electric  Eongwall  Machines. 
Air  Eongwall  Machines. 
Electric  Eocomotives. 
Electric  Pumps. 


Manufacturers  DYNAMOS  and  MOTORS. 


ELECTRIC  CHAIN  COAL  CUTTER. 


Compressed 

Air 

Coal  CatliDg 
Idacliioery. 


ELECTRIC  LOCOMOTIVE. 
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MARKET  REVIEW. 


Receipts  of  anthracite  coal  by  lake  and  rail  at  Chicago,  as 
reported  by  the  Bureau  of  Coal  Statistics,  from  Nov  16  to  Nov. 
20,  as  compared  with  the  same  time  last  year  show  quite  a  de¬ 
crease  in  the  tonnage,  but  the  receipts  for  the  year,  to  date,  still 
exhibit  a  heavy  increase.  Shipments  show  a  slight  falling  off, 
but  for  the  year  there  is  a  fair  increase. 

Bituminous  coal  receipts  at  Chicago  for  the  first  twenty 
days  of  November,  as  compared  with  a  year  ago,  have  decreased 
from  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  West  Virginia,  Indiana  and  Illinois, 
though  from  the  northern  district  of  the  latter  state  there  has 
been  a  moderate  increase.  Jackson  Hill,  Wellston  and  miscel¬ 
laneous  coal  from  Ohio  show  some  increase  in  November,  and 
the  first  two  named  an  increase  for  the  year.  Shipments  of  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal  fell  off  somewhat,  but  for  the  year  the  increase 
is  large. 

Coke  receipts  at  Chicago,  Nov.  i  to  Nov.  20,  have  fallen 
off,  but  for  the  year  are  very  large  as  compared  with  1897. 
Shipments  increased  for  the  same  period,  and  for  the  year  are 
heavy. 

Anthracite  coal  in  the  West  continues  in  very  moderate  de¬ 
mand  considering  the  inclement  weather,  but  this  affords  little 
surprise  to  the  trade,  as  nearly  all  buyers,  small  as  well  as  large, 
bought  more  or  less  coal  early  last  fall.  Hence  the  present  con¬ 
sumption,  which  must  necessarily  be  heavy,  has  not  produced 
much,  if  any,  noticeable  effect  on  the  Western  market.  There  is 
a  steady  and  fairly  good  demand  for  chestnut  which  is  still  some¬ 
what  scarce,  not  only  at  Chicago  but  at  all  other  Western  distrib¬ 
uting  points,  which  fact  alone  should  give  some  stability  to  the 
market,  but  apparently  it  fails  to  have  that  effect,  and  some  of 
the  sales  agents  are  selling  this  coal  at  the  same  price  as  the 
other  domestic  sizes.  Receipts  of  nut  coal  by  lake  have  been 
large  during  the  past  ten  days  but  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
tonnage  was  loaded  from  vessels  to  cars  and  shipped  to  further 
Western  points.  With  two  or  three  exceptions  the  local  supply 
of  chestnut  on  docks  is  very  light  and  sales  agents  will  be  obliged 
to  depend  upon  all  rail  to  make  up  the  deficit.  This  week  will 
probably  end  the  lake  shipments  of  coal  westward  this  season. 
The  amount  of  lake  coal  received  this  year  shows  a  good  increase 
as  compared  with  1897.  Little  of  an  encouraging  nature  to  say 


in  regard  to  selling  prices  as  so  much  depends  upon  the  quantity 
and  character  of  the  order,  but  it  is  quite  certain  there  is  a  great 
lack  of  strength  in  the  market  generally. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  in  greater  demand  than  supply  and 
while  the  greater  proportion  of  the  tonnage  called  for  is  for  legit¬ 
imate  current  consumption,  it  is  well  known  that  small  as  well  as 
large  consumers  are  persistent  in  their  effort  to  accumulate  some 
stock.  The  primary  cause  of  the  shortage  and  scarcity  of  soft 
coal  of  all  kinds  is  due  to  the  fact  that  every  jobber  and  dealer 
throughout  the  country  was  caught  with  little  or  no  stock  on  hand 
when  the  cold  weather  set  in.  This  was  brought  about  by  the 
railroads  requiring  all  consumers  to  carry  some  coal  in  stock,  as 
with  demurrage  charges  in  prospect  no  producer  or  jobber  cared 
to  have  many  loaded  cars  on  track.  The  abnormal  cold  spell  and 
its  continued  duration  has  caught  all  the  railroads  more  or  less 
short  of  fuel,  hence  the  present  scarcity  of  coal,  which  will  con¬ 
tinue  until  stocks  are  replenished,  at  which  time  the  market  will 
regain  its  normal  condition.  Another  fact  which  must  not  escape 
observation  is  the  expansion  in  manufacturing  industries  through¬ 
out  the  West,  and  though  these  may  be  few  and  far  between,  yet 
in  the  aggregate  they  require  a  large  tonnage  of  coal  to  keep  them 
going.  There  is  another  feature  too,  which  should  not  be  lost 
sight  of — the  insufficiency  of  miners.  There  is  scarcely  a  mining 
district  in  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Iowa  which  could  not  work  many 
more  men  if  they  were  available.  The  same  condition  obtains  in 
Kansas  and  the  Indian  Territory.  This  prevents  the  mines  from 
working  to  capacity,  which  of  course  has  its  effect  upon  the  out¬ 
put.  The  markets  are  firm  at  all  Western  points  and  prices  strong. 

Coke  continues  in  good  demand  and  prices  more  firmly  held. 

Our  New  York  correspondent  reports  a  somewhat  irregular 
anthracite  market,  a  weakening  in  certain  directions  and  a 
better  condition  in  others  where  there  is  a  more  active  de¬ 
mand  for  coal.  The  tonnage  going  forward  is  large,  a  fair  pro¬ 
portion  of  it  on  old  orders,  and  there  is  no  accumulation  of 
stocks  at  any  point,  showing  that  the  market  is  practically 
absorbing  all  freshly  mined  coal.  As  all  shipments  to  Buffalo 
for  the  lake  trade  cease  this  week,  the.  feeling  in  the  trade 
is  that  something  must  be  done  to  keep  the  trade  in  hand,  as 
the  diverted  tonnage  to  tide  water  will  glut  the  market  in  a 
very  short  while  at  the  current  rate  of  mining.  So  far  no  effort 
been  made  to  curtail  the  output  and  the  tonnage  for  December  will 
be  as  large  as  that  of  last  month,  or  about  five  million  tons.  Busi¬ 
ness  from  the  East  is  badly  demoralized  and  all  orders  from 
thence  are  so  keenly  competed  for  that  some  of  the  companies 
have  withdrawn  from  that  market.  Very  low  prices  are  being 
made,  which  will  greatly  reduce  the  tide  water  averages  for  this 
month.  All  rail  business  is  good  on  which  prompt  shipments  are 
asked.  The  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  shows  a  good  demand,  higher 
charter  rates  and  no  vessels.  It  is  expected  that  the  presidents  of 
the  coal  carrying  roads  will  advance  the  coal  rate  twenty  cents  a 
ton  without  any  rebates.  The  demand  from  the  Sound  is  far  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  supply  of  vessels  to  carry  the  coal  and  New  York 'harbor 
is  in  the  same  predicament.  All  rail  trade  is  better  and  export 
trade  growing. 

Our  Omaha  correspondent  reports  that  there  is  less  apprehen¬ 
sion  of  coal  shortage  and  the  panicky  feeling  has  disappeared. 
The  demand  for  soft  coal  is  steady  and  prices  firm  on  all  grades. 
Many  dealers  have  been  able  to  accumulate  some  stock  during 
the  week,  so  that  there  is  no  fear  of  a  shortage  now.  Steam  sizes 
of  bituminous  are  not  plentiful  and  there  is  still  some  scarcity  of 
nut  for  domestic  use.  Other  than  in  a  retail  way  there  is  little 
doing  in  anthracite. 

West  Virginia  advices  are  that  the  coal  business  is  in  good 
shape  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  state. 

Our  correspondent  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  reports  that  the 
coal  docks  at  Duluth  and  Superior  have  never  had  a  more  disas¬ 
trous  siege  from  fires  than  they  have  had  this  fall  and  winter. 
The  loss  of  life  and  coal  has  been  serious,  and  at  least  one  of  the 
fires  is  unextinguished.  Some  of  the  companies  are  asking 
twenty-five  cents  per  ton  more  for  chestnut  than  for  the  other 
domestic  sizes.  There  is  a  shortage  of  anthracite  as  compared 
with  previous  years  and  the  docks  will  be  cleaned  up  by  spring. 
Soft  coal  of  all  grades  has  been  advanced  ten  cents  a  ton.  All 
marine  insurance  expires  December  12. 
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December  7,  1898. 

Broken.  Egg.  Stove.  Nut 

Companies  Free  Burning 


White  Ash .  $3.65  $3.90  $4-i5  ^3-90 

STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . $2.2S-$2.so 

Buckwheat .  1.65-2.00 

Rice . . . L30-  1.45 

AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 

White  ash . $S-oo 

Pink  ash .  5-50 

Red  ash .  5-75 


The  anthracite  coal  trade  shows  no  material  change  from  that  of  a  week 
ago  except  possibly  that  there  has  been  a  weakening  in  some  directions  while 
in  others  where  there  is  a  pressure  for  coal,  the  market  is  m  a  somewhat  better 
condition.  The  tonnage  going  forward  is  large,  though  a  fair  proportion  of 
this  is  being  shipped  on  old  orders,  yet  we  hear  of  no  accumulation  of  stocks 
at  any  point  and  the  belief  is  that  the  market  is  at  present  practically  absorbing 
all  the  coal  mined.  The  feeling  in  the  trade  is,  however,  that  something  has 
got  to  be  done  to  keep  the  trade  in  hand  as  all  shipments  to  Buffalo  for  the 
West  will  stop  this  week  and  this  additional  tonnage  put  into  the  tidewater  trade 
will  glut  the  market  in  a  very  short  time,  at  the  present  rate  of  mining.  Up  to 
now,  however,  there  has  been  no  effort  made  to  curtail  the  output  and  the  tonnage 
for  the  month  will  likely  foot  up  to  about  the  same  figures  as  those  for  Novem¬ 
ber,  barring  any  special  shortage  of  cars.  The  shipments  tor  last  month  were 
approximately  4,800,000  tons.  Trade  eastward  is  in  a  badly  demoralized 
condition,  dealers  in  most  instances  have  enough  coal  on  hand  to  tide  them 
over  for  a  short  period  at  least  and  any  orders  that  come  into  the  market  are 
so  keenly  competed  for  that  some  of  the  selling  interests  have  entirely  with¬ 
drawn  from  that  market  for  the  present,  not  wishing  to  give  their  product 
away.  The  prices  named  in  this  business  are  reported  as  very  low  and  will 
pull  down  the  averages  considerably  for  the  month  and  while  there  is  a  gen¬ 
eral  regret  expressed  at  this  state  of  affairs  by  the  controlling  interests,  real¬ 
izing  that  they  have  all  been  sinners,  we  can  learn  of  no  remedy  having  been 
suggested  and  the  probabilities  are  that  the  low  figures  will  be  carried  over 
into  next  year.  All  rail  business  is  good,  the  stormy  weather  having  stimu¬ 
lated  the  demand  considerably  and  prompt  shipments  are  called  for.  Local 
trade  is  comparatively  better  than  the  other  consuming  territories.  Prices  are 
a  little  better  and  the  demand  of  a  more  regular  character.  Stove  coal  is  of¬ 
fered  at  S3.60  fob  and  nut  coal  $3  35. 

In  the  Eastern  seaboard  soft  coal  trade,  the  storms  of  the  last  two  weeks 
have  put  out  of  business  some  vessels  by  wreckage,  others  by  being  disabled 
and  most  of  the  others  by  scaring  the  captains.  This,  along  with  all  consumers 
calling  for  coal  for  immediate  shipment,  has  jumped  the  ocean  freights  from 
Philadelphia  around  the  Cape  to  over  a  dollar  a  ton  with  no  vessels  to  ship  the 
coal  even  at  the  advanced  figures,  and  the  shippers  are  having  a  hard  time  of 
it,  in  being  ground  between  the  millstones  of  demand  and  no  vessels.  The 
situation  as  regards  the  meetings  of  the  presidents  of  the  soft  coal  roads,  is  at 
this  writing  in  statu  quo.  It  is,  according  to  the  reports,  understood  that  the 
presidents  are  waiting  for  some  information  that  is  to  be  presented  to  them  as 
to  trade  that  is  already  closed  on  the  coming  season’s  business  and  on  pre¬ 
sentation  of  that  information,  although  it  is  apparently  very  slow  in  coming, 
they  will  be  able  to  base  their  judgment  on  the  coming  season’s  fr  eight.  The 
general  idea  ranges  in  regard  to  this  proposed  action  from  their  advancing 
the  current  schedule  rates,  without  any  secret  drawbacks,  20  cents  above  the 
present  tariffs. 

The  present  conditions  have  created  a  demand  more  or  less  fictitious  in 
the  far  East.  It  is  believed  that  some  orders  are  in  two  or  three  hands  and  on 
being  shipped  by  one  the  others  will  be  cancelled.  This,  however,  but  in  a 
few  instances.  From  the  Sound  the  demand  is  far  in  excess  of  the  supply. 
Dealers  are  about  on  the  verge  of  giving  up  in  despair.  The  question  is  not 
so  much  coal  as  vessels.  There  is  plenty  of  coal  at  tidewater,  though  some 
days  ago  coal  was  bought  by  some  concerns  to  supply  the  wants  of  1  esselsthat 
they  had  been  able  to  snap  up.  New  York  Harbor  trade  is  in  much  the  same 
condition  that  the  other  consuming  territories  are  in,  though  vessels  are  able 
to  make  their  trips  quicker  and  are  more  available  than  the  ocean  going  craft. 
The  consumers  in  giving  their  orders  are  calling  for  coal  without  giving  the 
usual  amount  of  time  for  taking  up  vessels  and  on  account  of  this  have  runout 
of  coal  and  had  to  supply  their  wants  from  other  yards.  All  rail  trade  shows  a 
larger  tonnage  than  heretofore.  Export  trade  continues,  though  the  efforts  to 
supply  home  trade  has  partly  overshadowed  this. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  has  been  delayed  by  the  snow  and 
weather,  and  although  it  is  yet  slow  it  is  about  up  to  all  demands  at  this  writ¬ 
ing.  Car  supply  is  poor. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  extremely  scarce  at  all  ship¬ 
ping  ports  and  in  good  demand  with  freights  ranging  upwards.  The  succes¬ 
sive  storms  we  have  had  in  the  last  ten  days  have  piled  up  the  disasters  until 
now  it  is  believed  that  the  coal  carrying  trade  has  been  materially  affected,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  moral  effects  upon  the  owners,  masters  and  crews.  The 
shipping  ports  are  all  bare  of  vessels  with  the  exception  of  cripples  that  are 
either  on  dry  dock  or  waiting  their  turn  to  get  there,  and  shippers  are  char¬ 
tering  these  vessels  contingent  upon  the  time  when  they  will  be  ready  to 
load.  It  is  difficult  to  quote  rates  of  freight  as  they  change  from  day  to  day. 
We  give  the  present  (piotations  from  Philadelphia  to  Boston  $i.oo@  1.15;  Prov¬ 
idence,  New  Bedford  and  the  Sound,  85-90;  from  the  further  lower.ports,  5  to 
20  cents  above  these  rates. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

December  5,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  has  developed  considerable  more  demand  dur¬ 
ing  the  week.  The  retail  trade  is  quite  active,  due  to  the  colder  weather,  and 
on  account  of  the  limited  amount  of  stock  in  dealers’  hands  has  caused  a 
steady  influx  of  orders  into  the  wholesale  'market.  Consumers,  too,  have  not 
taken  their  usual  amount  of  coal  earlier  in  the  season,  and  the  pulse  of  this 
trade  is  now  regulated  entirely  by  the  rise  or  fall  of  the  thermometer,  and 
every  cold  snap  brings  with  it  a  wave  of  activity  which  taxes  the  ability  of  the 
dealers  in  getting  the  coal  forward  fast  enough.  The  trade  on  the  whole,  at 
different  points,  is  about  up  to  what  it  has  been  for  a  week  or  two  past,  though 
it  has  now  arrived  at  a  point  where  some  action  will  have  to  be  taken  to  avoid 
any  demoralization  during  the  winter  months.  Shipments  by  lake  to  the 
West  will  close  this  week,  and  this  additional  amount  of  coal  will  hardly 
be  absorbed  at  tidewater  points  at  the  present  rate  of  mining,  and  although 
cars  are  reported  scarce,  the  facilities  of  the  companies  is  such  that  very  few 
weeks  will  see  this  market  glutted  with  coal.  The  shipments  of  last  month 
from  the  mines  aggregated  approximately  4,800,000  tons.  This  brings  the  pro¬ 
duction  for  the  first  eleven  months  of  the  year  up  to  38,000,000  tons.  There  is 
still  a  large  amount  of  coal  going  forward  on  old  orders,  and  it  is  thought  that 
most  interests  have  enough  business  on  their  books  to  keep  them  busy  until 
the  first  of  the  year.  This  has  caused  a  tendency  to  weaken  prices  in  certain 
quarters,  and  it  is  believed  will  prevent  any  advance  on  present  figures,  until 
these  orders  are  out  of  the  way.  Nut  coal  is  practically  the  only  size  which 
shows  any  firmness  and  prices  on  this  coal  are  firm  at  the  advanced  figures. 
The  heavy  shipments  of  this  size  to  the  West  has  caused  a  scarcity  at  seaboard 
points,  sufficient  to  create  this  condition,  however,  this  will  likely  soon  be 
changed  now  with  the  ending  of  lake  shipments.  The  other  sizes  are  fully  up 
to  the  demand. 

There  is  a  pressing  demand  for  coal  in  the  bituminous  market,  which  is  due 
to  the  late  storms  having  put  most  of  the  vessels  in  this  trade  out  of  business 
and  also  the  loss  of  a  large  quantity  of  coal  which  was  needed  by  consumers 
who  had  small  stocks  on  hand.  It  is  estimated  that  in  BoHon  Harbor  alone 
40,000  tons  of  soft  coal  were  lost.  There  is  sufficient  coal  at  the  various  ship¬ 
ping  ports,  but  owing  to  the  absence  of  vessels  there  is  only  a  very  limited 
amount|of  coal  going  forward  and  the  shipper  these  days  is  not  in  a  very  happy 
mood,  due  to  the  pressure  inflicted  from  both  ends.  Many  of  the  consumers 
in  the  East  are  obliged  to  borrow  coal  from  other  yards  to  keep  them  going,  as 
they  have  about  given  up  hope  of  getting  immediate  delivery.  There  is  noth¬ 
ing  new  in  regard  to  association  affairs;  the  presidents  are  apparently  waiting 
certain  reports  on  which  they  wish  to  base  their  figures  for  next  year’s  busi¬ 
ness.  We  understand  that  one  of  the  roads  is  holding  out  for  a  ten  cent  ad¬ 
vance  in  freights,  though  the  opinion  is,  that  when  the  time  comes  an  advance 
of  20  cents  a  ton  will  be  made.  Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  slow, 
owing  to  the  storms,  yet  it  is  up  to  all  needs.  Car  supply  continues  poor.  In 
the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  extremely  scarce  and  in  great  demand, 
with  freights  almost  prohibitive.  The  storms  having  created  such  disaster 
among  the  craft  that  few  are  arriving  able  to  take  business  without  first  having 
to  go  into  dry  dock.  We  quote  rates  as  follows  from  Philadelphia,  though 
these  are  liable  to  change  from  day  to  day:  To  Boston,  $i.oo@i.i5;  Sound 
ports,  85@90. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  $1.60  to 
S1.75  f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia,  $1.25  to  $1.50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  ji.65  to 
$1.75  on  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  §2. 10  to 
$2.20  on  higher  grades,  and  S1.60  to  $1.75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


CONNELLSVILLE,  PA. 

December  7,  i8g8. 

The  Courier  says: — The  coke  production  in  the  Connellsville  region  last 
week  fell  off  slightly  on  account  of  the  Thanksgiving  day  lay-off  at  a  number  of 
plants  which  usually  work  six  days  every  week.  Shipments  fell  off  propor¬ 
tionately.  The  car  supply  was  short  at  many  places,  and  is  reported  even 
worse  this  week  again.  At  Moyer  the  cars  for  Tuesday  were  not  placed  till 
noon.  A  survey  of  the  general  activity  everywhere  so  pronounced  in  the  iron 
markets  and  producing  centers  of  the  country,  will  confirm  the  prophecy  for 
continued  brisk  times  in  the  coke  industry.  The  prospective  demand  for  iron 
in  all  lines  continues  beyond  all  precedent.  The  chief  difficulty  is  how  to  get 
the  consignments  moved  after  they  are  produced  at  the  mills.  The  decrease 
in  the  stocks  of  pig  iron  is  another  feature  which  promises  well  for  the  coke 
trade.  At  no  time,  it  is  said,  have  the  stocks  of  pig  iron  been  so  low  in  all  the 
markets  of  Europe.  Small  stocks  of  coke  are  reported  at  all  furnaces  in  this 
country  and  many  of  the  furnace  men  are  now  laying  in  supplies  and  the  de¬ 
mand  for  stock,  it  is  said,  would  be  even  better,  were  the  car  supply  at  all 
times  available. 


Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in- 


To  Buffalo,  N.  Y . 


..$0.55 

To  St.  Louis,  Mo . . 

. $2.90 

.  ..1.10 

To  East  St.  Louis . 

. 2.26 

...1.40 

To  Cairo,  Ill . 

. 3.80 

.  ..1.75 

To  loliet.  Ill . 

. 2.26 

....2.10 

To  Peoria,  Ill . 

. 2.25 

....1.75 

To  Baltimore . 

. 1.95 

To  Boston . 

. 3.60 

...1.45 

To  Montreal,  Can . 

. 3.9154 

...2.25 

To  New  York . 

. 2.94 

.  ..2.75 
....2.25 

To  Philadelphia . 

. 2.15 

WHEELING,  W.  VA. 

December  8,  1898. 

The  past  two  weeks  have  shown  no  change  in  the  coal  and  coke  situation, 
in  West  Virginia,  except  that  locally  there  is  a  larger  demand  owing  to  the 
severe  weather,  which  has  made  fires  necessary  where  they  had  not  been 
lighted  up  to  Thanksgiving.  The  prosperity  of  the  city  promises  that  there 
will  be  a  continuance  of  business  through  the  winter,  and  that  the  season  is 
going  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  the  recent  history  of  the  local  coal  trade. 

In  the  producing  regions,  there  is  absolutely  no  change.  The  Fairmont 
region  is  doing  a  fair  business  as  it  has  for  months.  The  West  Virginia  Cen¬ 
tral  &  Pittsburg  Railroad  mines  are  all  working  up  to  capacity,  and  are  no 
more  than  able  to  cover  the  demand.  On  the  Norfolk  &  Western,  every  mine 
is  busy,  while  in  the  Kanawha  and  New  River  valleys  the  same  conditions  of 
moderate  prosperity  continue. 
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^  I  CHICAGO  MARKET.  | 


It  is  now  a  positive  fact  that  some  of  the  anthracite  companies’  agents 
here  will  have  a  shortage  of  chestnut  coal  on  their  docks,  which  just  as  winter 
is  commencing  in  real  earnest  is  not  pleasant  for  the  dealer  trade  to  contem¬ 
plate.  Of  all  other  sizes  there  is  apparently  a  plentiful  supply.  The  regular 
y  asking  price  is  $4  for  broken  and  $4.25  for  the  domestic  sizes,  though  some  of 
^  the  agents  ask  $4.50  for  nut  coal,  and  decline  small  orders  of  one  or  two  cars 
for  any  less  figure.  Nothwithstanding  the  continued  cold  weather  there  is  but 
a  small  volume  of  business  coming  from  the  outside  as  reported  by  all  ship¬ 
pers  and  jobbers  and  the  same  applies  to  suburban  towns  within  a  radius  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  miles.  This  confirms  the  statement  made  in  these  columns 
that  nearly  all  dealers  had  bought  more  or  less  coal  late  last  summer  when  the 
price  was  first  cut.  Rumors  are  prevalent  that  in  some  quarters  prices  are  not 

))  a  whit  better  than  they  were  then.  Nevertheless  it  is  quite  certain  that  some 
of  the  Chicago  sales  agents  absolutely  refuse  to  sell  anthracite  at  less  than  $4 
@4.25  according  to  the  size  wanted.  Retail  trade  is  of  moderate  proportions 
only  which  proves  that  a  large  share  of  the  better  class  of  buyers  of  domestic 
coal  bought  and  filled  their  bins  during  the  later  summer  and  fall.  Most  of  the 
orders  now  being  filled  by  retailers  are  from  customers  who  buy  from  hand  to 
mouth  and  in  small  quantities;  this  branch  of  trade  is  of  fair  proportions. 
Retail  prices  are  steady  at$5.25@5.5o  according  to  the  amount  wanted. 

There  is  not  an  operator,  mine  agent  or  jobber  in  the  city,  who  is  able  to 
fill  his  orders  for  S'ft  coal.  Rarely,  very  rarely,  has  it  happened  that  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  has  felt  the  pressure  for  delivery  such  as  now  obtains  in  Chicago 
The  fact  is  that  the  cold  weather  caught  both  sellers  and  buyers  unprepared 
and  its  continuance  only  serves  to  intensify  the  situation.  With  very  few  ex¬ 
ceptions  none  of  the  largest  consumers  have  any  stocks  to  speak  of  and  in  the 
event  of  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  and  severe  weather  the  present  shortage  of  soft 
coal  might  develop  into  positive  scarcity  which  would  be  felt  by  nearly  all  the 
larger  manufacturing  industries  in  and  around  the  city.  Of  course  this  is 
merely  a  statement  of  what  would  happen  in  case  of  bad  weather  and  dealers 
should,  as  far  as  they  possibly  can,  prepare  themselves  for  an  emergency  which 
is  just  as  likely  to  occur  as  it  is  not  to  occur.  However,  cars  are  gradually  be¬ 
coming  more  plentiful,  but  there  is  still  a  vast  amount  of  complaint  from  many 
mines  that  they  cannot  get  all  they  want.  There  is  still  no  let-up  in  the  ur¬ 
gency  of  the  demand  for  all  kinds  of  coal  and  evidence  is  not  wanting  on  all 
sides  but  that  it  will  continue  for  some  weeks  to  come  or  until  there  is  a  break 
in  the  weather.  The  advanced  prices  which  became  effective  December  i  are 
Well  maintained  and  on  some  grades  of  coal  the  spot  article  commands  a  small 
'  premium  above  the  regular  selling  figures.  The  soft  coal  market  is  buoyant 
and  prospects  good  for  its  continuance. 

Coke  continues  in  good  demand,  with  shipments  fairly  active,  and  there  is 
little  if  any  surplus  stock  on  track  at  or  near  Chicago.  Prices  are  more  stead 
'  ily  maintained  than  they  have  been  for  a  long  while. 


BOSTON,  MASS. 

December  6,  1898. 

The  storm  of  last  week  worked  havoc  with  the  fleet  of  coal  vessels  bound 
north.  In  all  it  is  estimated  over  40  have  foundered  or  been  beached. 

This  means  a  loss  of  probably  50,000  tons  of  coal,  three-quarters  of  which 
was  surely  bituminous.  The  loss  of  anthracite  was  not  sufficient  to  injure  the 
market  to  any  appreciable  extent,  as  the  yards  have  sufficient  coal  to  tide  them 
over  for  awhile. 

Prices  f.  o.  b.  shipping  ports  are  the  same  except  on  chestnut,  on  which 
there  is  a  concerted  action  to  get  up  values  to  a  parity  of  stove. 

This  time  of  the  year  it  must  be  remembered  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
chestnut  coal  used  in  place  of  stove  in  the  country  districts  of  New  York  and 
the  North  Central  West.  Even  in  New  York  City  and  Chicago  large  quanti¬ 
ties  are  used. 

The  companies’  prices  on  free  burning  white  ash  coals,  net  New  York,  are 
as  follows:  Stove,  $3.50®— :  egg,  $3.25©— ;  free  broken,  $3.oo@3. 10;  chestnut 
$3.25@3.4o.  Individual  operators  sell  i5@2o  cents  under  these  prices. 

Some  of  the  mills  that  were  dependent  upon  bituminous  coal  on  the  way, 
that  has  been  sent  to  the  bottom  by  the  storm,  are  offering  premiums  of  from 
75c  to  gi  on  spot  coal.  Some  35,000  or  40,000  tons  lost  must  be  replaced  which 
means  activity  in  the  next  few  weeks. 

Our  quotations  are  on  contracts  for  quick  delivery  recently  placed,  the 
premiums  for  spot  coal  being  so  uncertain  and  changeable. 

George’s  Creek  Cumberland, $1.75  @ - peeon,  Clearfield  $1.45©!. 55  at 

Philadelphia;  and  Baltimore,  $1.70©!. 75;  New  River  and  Pocahontas  coals, 
- ©Si. 75  at  Newport  News  and  Norfolk. 

The  loss  of  so  much  vessel  tonnage  makes  rates  particularly  high,  as  will 
be  seen  by  quotations. 

Rates  are  as  follows:  From  New  York  65@7oc;  from  Philadelphia,’'$i.oo@ 
1. 10;  from  Baltimore  95@i.oo;  from  Newport  News,  90@95c,  and  from  Norfolk, 
90@95c. 

The  retailers  have  had  a  very  good  call  for  coal  and  demand  well  main¬ 
tained. 


A  new  coke  plant  will  be  built  by  Rainey  near  Moorwood,  Pa.  It  will  be 
near  the  Warden  school  house,  and  a  shaft  or  slope  will  be  there  to  operate 
the  Warden  tracts  of  over  two  hundred  acres  of  coal. 


DULUTH  AND  SUPERIOR. 

December  7,  1898. 

The  coal  docks  at  the  head  of  the  lake  have  never  had  a  more  disastrous 
siege  from  fires  than  they  have  this  fall  and  winter.  The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Coke 
Company  in  Superior  has  a  very  disastrous  fire  which  is  burning  now.  This 
afternoon,  a  terrible  accident  occurred,  the  bottom  of  a  section  of  the  dock, 
100  by  150  feet,  burning  through  and  dropping  a  big  pile  of  coal  into  the  bay. 
Firemen  working  on  the  pile  of  coal  on  the  dock  were  buried  in  the  tailing 
coal.  One  was  rescued  in  a  badly  burned  and  crushed  condition  after  severaj 
hours’  work.  The  other  four  are  still  massing.  Several  thousandtons  of  coal 
have  already  burned  and  the  Lehigh  company  estimates  its  total  loss  thus  far 
at  §30,000.  It  is  insured.  The  Pennsylvania  &  Ohio  dock  at  Duluth  is  having 
a  fierce  siege  also  and  about  6,000  tons  is  supposed  to  have  been  burned. 

The  oil  house  on  this  dock  was  burned  Monday  night.  The  fire  on  the 
Philadelphia,  Reading  &  Ohio  Coal  Co.’s  docks  is  out. 

Since  December  ist  all  the  shipping  companies  have  been  asking  $4.25  for 
hard  coal  and  in  some  instances  25  cents  more  for  the  nut  size  while  others  will 
not  accept  orders  of  this  size  unless  accompanied  by  orders  for  stove  and  egg. 
With  the  approach  of  the  close  of  navigation  the  probability  of  a  shortage  on 
said  coal  becomes  more  apparent  and  there  will  probably  be  little  if  any  left 
on  the  docks  in  the  spring.  The  retail  price  of  anthracite  at  the  head  of  the 
lakes  is  $5.00  a  ton. 

The  prices  for  all  grades  of  soft  have  been  advanced  10  cents  per  ton. 
This  makes  Hocking  Valley,  Youghiougheny  and  W.  Virginia  coal  $2.50  a  ton. 

The  shipments  of  coal  through  the  Sault  canal  in  November  were  97,009 
tons  of  anthracite  and  347,703  tons  of  bituminous.  It  is  estimated  that  more 
coal  was  shipped  from  the  head  of  the  lakes  in  November  than  was  received. 

The  harbor  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  is  fast  freezing  up  and  while  a  scat¬ 
tering  cargo  of  coal  is  coming  in  now  and  then,  the  real  movement  is  over.  All 
marine  insurance  expires  on  December  12,  and  that  ought  to  end  the  season 
of  navigation  but  if  the  Sault  canal  and  Mud  lake  remain  open  boats  will 
probably  continue  to  run. 

OMAHA,  NEB. 

December  7,  1898. 

Market  conditions  have  changed  somewhat  for  the  better  since  last  report. 
It  is  an  assured  fact  that  winter  is  with  us  to  stay  for  awhile  at  least,  and  laoth 
dealers  and  consumers  have  settled  down  to  a  steadier  gait.  The  dealers  have 
been  tried  and  have  satisfied  their  customers  that  they  are  equal  to  any  demand 
that  may  occur  suddenly  or  otherwise,  so  the  panicky  feeling  has  disappeared, 
confidence  is  restored,  and  it  may  safely  be  said  that  the  market  has  struck  its 
equilibrium.  The  mines  tributary  to  this  market  have  responded  to  the  in¬ 
creased  demand  made  upon  them  in  a  way  to  convince  everybody  that  in  case 
of  push  the  coal  needed  will  be  forthcoming. 

Many  of  our  dealers  have  been  able  to  accumulate  a  little  extra  stock  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  week;  this  shows  that  the  danger  of  a  shortage,  imaginary  though 
it  was,  is  out  of  the  question,  as  there  has  been  no  let  up  in  the  weather  and  the 
demand  has  been  regular  and  steady. 

In  soft  coal,  steam  sizes  are  not  plentiful,  prices  have  appreciated  some¬ 
what,  and  in  many  cases  mine  run  coal  has  been  substituted  for  screenings. 
Nut  coal  is  quite  scarce,  this  size  being  used  mostly  for  domestic  purposes,  the 
change  to  lump  coal  causes  but  little  inconvenience.  Miners  report  that  the 
demand  from  the  small  stations  is  about  satisfied  and  that  we  may  look  for 
larger  receipts  within  a  very  short  time. 

Other  than  in  a  retail  way  there  is  but  little  doing  in  anthracite  coal.  Prices 
are  nominal. 


CINCINNATI,  0. 

December  7,  1898. 

Seasonable  cold  weather  this  week  is  making  the  retail  business  quite 
good.  There  has  been  a  tendency  to  raise  the  retail  price  of  coal,  but  thus  far 
it  has  not  been  done,  and  it  is  hardly  likely  that  it  will  be  done  soon.  There 
is  still  a  very  large  supply  of  coal  on  the  market,  and  wholesale  prices  are 
practically  the  same  as  they  have  been  all  summer  and  fall.  One  of  the  ex¬ 
cuses  for  raising  the  price  is  that  coal  used  to  sell  for  higher  prices  in  the  win¬ 
ter,  The  wholesale  market  is  firm,  but  there  is  plenty  of  Pittsburg  coal  being 
offered  at  43^  cents  a  bushel,  and  Kanawha  can  be  had  at  from  4  to  5  cents. 
Besides  this,  there  is  now  a  rise  in  the  Kanawha  river  which  will  allow  fully  a 
million  bushels  more  coal  to  be  brought  to  this  market,  and  there  is  no  immedi¬ 
ate  prospect,  at  least,  for  much  higher  prices,  wholesale.  The  total  stock  of 
coal  in  the  river  here  now  is  said  to  be  between  8,000,000  and  9,000,000  bushels, 
and  the  railroads  are  bringing  in  more  and  more  every  season.  Rail  coal  is 
quoted  at  §1.75  a  ton  on  tracks  here,  and  Pittsburg  and  Kanawha  loaded  on 
cars  is  worth  the  same  amount  of  money.  Rail  business  has  been  pretty  good 
lately,  though  there  is  always  a  scarcity  of  cars.  Anthracite  has  seemingly 
settled  at  $6.00  a  ton  delivered,  and  the  market  is  firm  with  a  fair  demand. 
All  kinds  of  soft  coal  are  sold  for  §2.25  a  ton  delivered. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

November  30,  1898. 

Since  the  “Mariposa”  left  the  following  vessels  arrived  here  with  coal  from 
Newcastle,  N.  S.  W.,  viz.:  “Chehalis,”  1,149  tons;  “Inverlochy,”  2,431  tons; 
“Gen.  Neumayer,”  2,472  tons;  “Fannie  Kerr,”  3,639  tons;  total,  9,691  tons.  The 
total  chartered  list  of  vessels  now  engaged  to  carry  coal  from  Australia  to  San 
Francisco  number  twenty-six,  with  a  carrying  capacity  of  about  70,000  tons: 
this  shows  a  large  shrinkage  within  the  past  few  months.  Now  that  the  coal 
demand  for  Honolulu  has  been  amply  supplied,  tonnage  should  be  more  freely 
offering  for  here,  and  freight  rates  should  ease  off  somewhat.  Charter  rates 
from  Newcastle  for  early  loading  are  still  firm,  and  tonnage  scarce,  but  for  load¬ 
ing  several  months  hence  coal  freights  are  softer.  All  the  cargoes  which  will  be 
loaded  in  the  next  four  months  have  already  passed  out  of  first  hands,  all  of 
which  were  sold  at  fairly  good  prices.  Buyers  are  very  chary  about  stocking 
up  at  present  asking  figures;  they  all  feel  assured  that  lower  prices  will  pre¬ 
vail  later  on.  Our  future  rainfall  will  be  the  regulator  of  values;  it  is  too  early 
yet  to  foreshadow  a  dry  season,  and  the  natural  sequence  should  be  otherwise, 
in  view  of  the  light  rainfall  of  1897.  In  every  community  there  are  always  a 
number  of  croakers  of  pessimistic  tendencies,  predicting  dry  winters,  low 
prices,  hard  times,  etc.;  the  croakers  we  are  now  soliciting  are  the  Frogs — no 
others.  The  fuel  stocks  now  in  yard  are  exceedingly  light  for  this  season  of 
the  year. 
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PITTSBURG,  PA. 

December  8,  i8g8. 

The  present  demand  for  coal  in  the  Pittsburg  market  is  the  best  seen  for 
many  years  at  the  opening  of  December.  Usually  about  this  time,  coal  con¬ 
sumers  restrict  their  purchases  so  as  to  reduce  the  January  bills.  The  mills 
at  this  season  generally  run  light  and  many  are  closed  down  for  repairs.  This 
year,  however,  the  mills  and  factories  are  all  in  fair  operation  and  the  weather 
has  been  such  that  the  domestic  demand  is  greatly  increased.  The  railroad 
demand  is  good  on  account  of  the  big  traffic.  On  the  whole,  the 
coal  trade  is  quite  good  so  far  as  demand  is  concerned,  but 
prices  continue  low.  Pittsburg  coal,  however,  sells  higher  in  Pitts¬ 
burg  than  it  does  at  Cincinnati.  This  is  one  of  the  queer  features  of 
the  trade  just  now  and  is  caused  by  the  close  competition  of  the  West  Virginia 
product.  Lake  shipments  have  nearly  closed,  as  few  shippers  are  now  send¬ 
ing  coal  for  lake  transport.  The  season’s  business  has  been  very  disappoint¬ 
ing  in  the  matter  of  profits,  and  few  firms  have  made  any  money.  The  ton¬ 
nage  was  larger  than  had  been  anticipated,  but  profits  have  not  increased  m 
proportion.  In  the  district  east  of  Pittsburg  production  is  still  being  pushed, 
and  seaboard  shipments  are  heavy.  But  here  there  is  the  same  complaint  of 
extremely  low  prices. 

The  Monongahela  river  coal  producers  are  making  no  shipments  but 
they  are  busy  loading  craft.  The  river  district  generally  is  fairly  wel  1  en¬ 
gaged,  and  the  miners  are  well  supplied  with  work.  There  is  comparative 
peace  in  the  pools  just  now,  and  all  is  quiet  awaiting  the  coming  conference 
between  the  operators  and  the  miners.  Prices  show  no  change,  although  th  ey 
are  being  held  more  firmly  than  they  were  some  time  ago.  River  coal  con¬ 
tinues  at  2'A  cents  per  bushel  for  lump,  2^  cents  for  run  of  mine,  and  2% 
cents  for  slack.  The  quotations  for  railroad  coal  are  still  82  cents  per  ton  at 
mine,  S1.07  f.  o.  b.  Pittsburg. 

The  Pittsburg  lake  coal  trade  has  shown  one  feature  quite  prominently 
during  the  past  year.  This  is  the  tendency  to  eliminate  the  middle  man,  and 
allow  the  coal  producer  to  sell  directly  to  the  consumer.  Pittsburg  operators 
are  establishing  yards  in  the  northwest  and  the  brokers  are  all  thus  being  sup¬ 
erseded.  The  margin  between  the  cost  and  the  selling  price  of  coal  is  grow¬ 
ing  so  small  that  there  is  no  room  for  more  than  one  profit,  and  often  hardly 
that. 

Although  the  coal  business  is  in  bad  shape,  the  operators  who  have  large 
holdings  find  themselves  compelled  to  increase  their  land  in  order  to  stand 
some  show  of  recovering  money  already  lost.  During  the  past  week  there 
were  numerous  rumors  of  big  sales  soon  to  be  closed.  If  present  negotiations 
are  closed  a  large  amount  of  coal  territory  will  soon  change  hands. 

Coal  producers  are  already  discussing  the  probable  outcome  of  the  inter¬ 
state  meeting  of  operators  and  miners  to  be  held  here  next  month.  There  will 
undoubtedly  be  a  warm  time,  as  the  miners  will  certainly  stand  for  at  least  a 
continuance  of  the  present  rate,  which  the  operators  hold  they  cannot  pay  and 
stand  West  Virginia  competition.  The  coming  meeting  will  be  the  most  im¬ 
portant  of  the  kind  ever  held.  The  importance  of  West  Virginia  as  a  coal 
producer  will  be  shown  up  in  a  most  convincing  manner.  The  miners  will  be 
compelled  to  do  some  big  work  in  organizing  West  Virginia  if  they  expect  to 
hold  the  Pittsburg  operators  to  an  agreement  next  year. 

ST.  PAUL  AND  MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 

December  7,  1898. 

The  shortage  of  coal  which  is  bound  to  make  its  appearance  a  little  later 
in  the  season  is  the  sole  topic  of  conversation  amongst  the  trade  in  the  Twin 
Cities  at  the  present  time.  Although  coal  is  being  unloaded  in  enormous 
(quantities  at  the  head  of  the  lakes,  47,000  tons  being  received  in  one  day  last 
week,  the  old-timers  state  confidently  that  there  will  be  a  pretty  tight  pinch 
before  navigation  opens  next  spring. 

The  retail  trade  advanced  the  price  of  anthracite  50  cents.  Dec.  6th,  and 
the  mourning  householder  now  has  to  pay  $6.50  per  ton  if  he  desires  to  con¬ 
sume  fuel  of  this  character.  Prices  are  firm  and  this  figure  is  being  asked  for 
and  received,  which  makes  the  face  of  the  retailer  look  as  if  better  times  were 
coming. 

The  21;  cent  advance  in  the  price  of  nut  coal  is  still  in  force  and  will  be 
for  some  time  as  that  size  is  still  a  very  scarce  article. 

The  story  about  the  purchase  of  600,000  tons  of  West  Virginia  coal 
by  the  Great  Northern  is  taken  with  a  very  large  grain  of  salt  by  the  dealers 
here. 

The  cold  weather  is  still  with  us  and  the  prospects  for  a  very  hard  winter 
were  never  brighter.  If  such  proves  to  be  the  case  it  would  undoubtedly 
strengthen  the  local  market  in  more  ways  than  one;  anyway,  let  us  all  hope  for 
the  best. 


ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

December  8,  1898. 

The  coal  trade  at  this  point  report  business  normal  and  while  the  wintry 
weather  has  caused  quite  a  demanci  from  domestic  purchasers  the  local  deal¬ 
ers  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  wealth  rolling  in  from  this  source  will  hardly  be 
large  enough  for  them  to  buy  Christmas  presents  with.  Bituminous  coal 
when  it  reaches  this  market  has  to  compete  with  an  "open  door”  policy  as 
there  is  no  uniformity  in  the  way  of  prices  among  the  trade  here.  Good  coal 
has  been  quoted  as  low  as  Si. 00  f.  o.  b.  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  but  most 
of  the  companies  ask  Si. 05  and  a  good  many  even  more. 

Anthracite  is  steady  and  the  shortage  of  nut  coal,  which  is  prevalent  almost 
all  over  the  country,  has  not  affected  this  point  as  yet.  Prices  are  as  follows: 
S4-75  ^ficl  S5-00  for  broken  and  smaller  sizes  in  car  lo;s,  f.  o.  b.  E.  St.  Louis; 
S5.40  and  S5-65  on  track  at  switch  yards  this  side  and  by  the  time  it  reaches 
the  consumer  the  figure  paid  is  $6.25  and  S6.S0. 

A  good  many  small  towns  in  the  interior  of  the  state  are  suffering  quite 
severely  for  the  want  of  coal.  Scarcity  of  cars  is  partly  responsible,  but  the 
situation  is  being  relieved  somewhat  at  this  writing. 

F.  E.  Weissenborn,  manager  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Company’s  No.  6 
mine  at  Staunton,  Ill.,  has  resigned. 

A  seam  of  coal  has  been  found  in  Warrensburg,  Johnson  county.  Mo.  The 
seam  is  four  feet  thick,  and  a  large  force  of  men  have  been  put  work  to  de¬ 
velop  the  property. 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

December  8,  1898. 

The  coal  market  here  continues  extremely  active,  both  for  anthracite  and 
bituminous.  Prices  are  firm,  but  dealers  are  not  yet  able  to  state  that  there 
has  been  an  actual  advance.  There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  coal  in  particular 
sizes  of  bituminous,  such  as  slack,  slack  and  nut  and  nut. 

The  railroads  centering  here  report  a  much  smaller  fuel  supply  on  hand 
than  is  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year.  There  is  also  a  great  shortage  of  the 
local  supply  in  all  sizes  of  anthracite,  owing  to  scarcity  of  cars  at  the  mines. 
The  shortage  in  the  supply,  both  of  coal  and  cars,  is  causing  a  “hand  to  mouth” 
policy,  which  is  expected  to  cease  upon  the  close  of  navigation,  when  a  large 
number  of  cars  now  engaged  in  handling  lake  coal  will  be  set  free  for  local 
business. 

Shipments  from  this  port  for  the  week  ending  December  3,  aggregated 
92,100  tons,  distributed  as  follows:  Chicago,  55,800;  Milwaukee,  31,200;  Du¬ 
luth,  7,900;  Gladstone,  3,800;  Racine,  3,400. 

The  tonnage  has  held  up  well,  considering  the  lateness  of  the  season,  and 
the  feature  of  the  shipments  is  the  large  proportion  going  to  Chicago.  Ship¬ 
ments  to  small  ports  have  closed  entirely.  The  coal  shipments  for  the  week 
here  reported  will  practically  wind  up  the  season,  although  a  few  cargoes  have 
already  gone  out  this  week  and  shipments  are  not  entirely  at  an  end. 

The  closing  rates  of  freight  were  40c  to  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Gladstone, 
Racine  and  Duluth. 

Toledo  reports  a  breaking  of  all  records  in  loading  soft  coal  by  a  car  load¬ 
ing  machine.  The  steamer  .Superior  City  commenced  loading  coal  at  the 
Hocking  Valley  dock  in  Toledo  at  6:15  a.  m.,  and  finishedat.i  i  :45  p.  m.,  having 
taken  on  a  total  of  5,923  tons.  The  actual  working  time  for  the  men  was  I5>^ 
hours,  and  the  loading  was  done  at  the  rate  of  382  tons  per  hour.  For  11  hours 
work  in  the  daytime  the  loading  was  at  the  rate  of  432  tons  per  hour.  It  is 
only  a  few  years  since  1000  tons  was  considered  a  full  day’s  work  in  loading 
soft  coal. 

The  lake  season  is  closing  with  fair  rates  of  freight  prevailing  in  all  com¬ 
modities,  and  for  the  first  time  in  many  years  it  looks  as  though  the  lake  fleet 
at  the  opening  of  navigation  next  season  would  be  no  larger  in  tonnage  than 
at  the  beginning  of  the  present  season.  About  60,000  tons  of  new  vessels  are 
now  under  contract  at  lake  ship  yards,  but  this  will  not  equal  the  unusual  num¬ 
ber  of  vessels  which  have  been  total  losses  during  the  present  season,  and  the 
large  number  of  moderate  sized  craft  which  went  to  the  Atlantic  coast  under 
charter. 

BALTIMORE,  MI). 

December  8,  1898. 

The  terrible  storms  which  have  prevailed  over  the  eastern  section  of  the 
country  during  last  month  have  caused  enormous  loss  to  shippers  and  vessel 
owners  in  the  coast  trade.  The  Consolidation  Coal  Company  and  Black, 
Sheridan  &  Wilson  are  the  heaviest  losers  at  this  port.  The  fine  four-masted 
schooner  owned  by  the  latter  company  left  Baltimore  with  a  cargo  of  1,900 
tons  of  Georges  Creek  coal  for  Portland,  Me.,  and  went  down  in  the  terrible 
storm  of  November  27th.  Barges  Nos.  i  and  4  owned  by  the  Consolidation 
company  had  74,000  aboard  and  was  consigned  to  J.  A.  and  A.  W.  Walker,  of 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.  A  slight  advance  in  rates  may  be  expected  as  it  will  take 
a  long  time  to  replace  the  large  tonnage  that  has  been  destroyed  during  the 
month  of  November. 

The  Cumberland  and  Elk  Lick  Coal  Company,  Cumberland,  Md.,  have 
just  put  in  an  electric  generator  of  ponderous  proportions  which  pulls  twenty 
or  more  loaded  mine  cars  on  a  trip.  The  mine  also  has  in  operation  an  elec¬ 
tric  pump  which  keeps  the  mine  clear  from  water. 

The  Merchants  Coal  Company,  operating  in  the  Elk  Lick  region,  has  an 
electric  plant  which  is  a  model  in  every  detail.  The  apparatus  consists  of 
a  motor  stationed  on  a  sliding  carriage  and  propels  an  endless  chain,  upon 
which  are  a  number  of  steel  claws,  not  unlike  the  teeth  of  a  circular  saw.  The 
machine  is  stanchly  braced  up  against  the  coal  and  the  current  turned  on.  The 
chain  begins  to  revolve  rapidly  and  the  claws  are  forced  into  the  coal,  cutting 
clear  and  clean  forty-two  inches  wide  to  a  depth  of  seven  feet  under  the  coal 
in  a  few  minutes.  This  operation  is  repeated  until  the  full  width  of  the  breast 
is  undermined.  The  machine  is  then  loaded  upon  a  truck,  requiring  but  a  few 
minutes,  and  is  removed  to  another  room.  The  miners  of  the  room  that  has 
been  undermined  "put  in  a  shot”  and  discharge  it,  knocking  down  the  entire 
breast  of  coal.  As  high  as  eleven  cars  of  coal  have  been  loaded  from  one 
shot. 

It  took  the  Shenandoah  131  days  to  make  the  trip  from  Baltimore  to  San 
Francisco.  She  was  loaded  with  coal  and  arrived  at  the  latter  port  Dec.  i. 


The  Kansas  and  Texas  Coal  Co.  will  open  up  a  couple  of  strip  pits  on 
their  land  southwest  of  Pittsburg,  Kans. 

Chestnut  coal,  anthracite,  has  been  marked  up  another  5  cents  per  ton, 
making  the  present  rate  $3.35  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  an  advance  of  20  cents  within 
ten  days. 

The  plant  of  the  Pennsylvania  Steel  Company,  Steelton,  Pa.,  is  experienc¬ 
ing  a  coal  famine  at  the  present  time.  The  railroad  companies  have  been 
unable  to  ship  coal,  owing,  it  is  said,  to  a  scarcity  of  cars,  and  in  consequence 
the  steel  company  and  its  employes  are  the  sufferers. 

The  Greenburg,  Pa.,  Tribune,  says:  “The  Berwind-White  Coal  Company, 
whose  mines  at  Scalp  Level,  Horatio,  Herminie  and  other  places  are  among  the 
most  extensive  in  the  country,  are  having  plans  (drawn  up  for  the  erection  of  a 
new  works  some  two  miles  north  of  the  Ocean  mines-at  Herminie.’ 

According  to  the  Courier-Herald,  the  people  in  the  Saginaw  Valley  accuse 
the  railroads  of  discrimination  against  coal  operators  here,  and  say  that  freight 
rates  are  so  high  that  products  of  the  coal  mines  cannot  be  shipped  100  miles 
from  here  and  compete  with  coal  from  Ohio  and  West  Virginia.  That  explains 
the  reason  why  so  many  capitalists  here  have  not  invested  money  in  coal 
mines.  The  railroads,  they  say,  squeeze  the  owners  until  they  quit.  Railroad 
men  and  coal  men  from  other  states  practically  have  a  monopoly  of  the  busi¬ 
ness.  The  alleged  combine  seems  to  be  an  assured  fact. 
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I  ON  THE  WING. 


Mr.  James  R.  Wells  was  awarded  the  charities  coal  contract  of  New  York 


The  New  Kentucky  Coal  Company,  Marquette  building,  Chicago,  has 
bought  out  the  Spaulding  Fuel  Company,  and  has  secured  the  services  of  Mr. 
C.  W.  Campbell  as  general  sales  agent,  who  will  have  entire  charge  of  the  re¬ 
tail  department.  The  business  will  be  continued  under  the  firm  name  of  the 
New  Kentucky  Coal  Company. 


City. 

^  * 

The  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  directors  of  the  American  Coal  Co., 
will  be  held  December  29. 

* 

Our  Duluth  correspondent  says;  “J.  J.  Rhodes,  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  Com¬ 
pany  was  up  from  St.  Paul  this  week.” 

5k 

5k  * 

The  City  Board  of  Control,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  asks  for  proposals  for  coal; 
bids  will  be  received  until  December  20,  1898. 

5k 

In  the  coal  district  around  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  there  is  a  scarcity  of  miners 
and  at  some  of  the  mines  the  output  has  been  greatly  reduced.  In  several  of 
the  fields  in  Illinois  the  same  conditions  are  noticed. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Schmick,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  of 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  and  stated  that  the  supply  of  coal  at 
that  city  was  good,  fully  equal  to  the  demand,  which  continues  fair. 

5k 

5k  5k 

Several  of  the  anthracite  companies’  agents  report  that  the  last  car¬ 
goes  of  coal  for  this  season  have  left  Buffalo.  It  will  be  surprising  if 
some  of  them  are  not  short  of  water  coal  before  the  “robins  nest  again. 

5k 

5k  5k 

The  three  coal  barges,  Corsica,  Quinnebaug  and  Helicon,  which  left  Bal¬ 
timore  November  23,  bound  for  Providence  and  Bath,  Me.,  loaded  with  1,500 
tons  of  coal  each,  were  lost  in  the  storm  off  Barnegat.  It  is  said  the  barges 
were  valued  at  $20,000  each. 

*** 

It  is  reported  that  the  “Big  Four”  R.  R.  will  build  a  branch  road  from 
Greencastle  southeast  through  the  Indiana  coal  fields.  Some  of  the  officers 
have  gone  over  a  portion  of  the  proposed  route.  The  line  would  tap  the  best 
coal-producing  district  in  the  state. 

The  ascertained  loss  of  all  kinds  of  vessels  during  the  recent  storms  on 
the  Atlantic  sea  coast  is  reported  as  being  186,  and  others  still  to  be  heard 
from.  The  loss  of  coal  it  is  estimated  will  be  fully  60,000  tons.  Boston  har- 
bor  alone  reports  a  loss  of  40,000  tons. 

* 

5k  5k 

Not  since  1893  has  the  demand  for  coal  at  Duluth  been  so  heavy  or  so 
active  as  it  is  now.  Better  times  and  consequently  a  more  rapid  circulation  o 
money,  combined  with  the  early  arrival  of  winter,  easily  account  for  the  satis¬ 
factory  condition  of  the  coal  trade  at  the  head  of  the  lakes. 

*** 

Captain  F.  H.  Murrell  of  Cardiff,  Wales,  representative  of  the  Belsena 
Coal  Mining  Co.,  and  Merchants  Coal  Company  in  England,  paid  his  associ¬ 
ates  in  the  trade  on  this  side  of  the  water  a  visit  last  week.  We  understand 

that  Capt.  Murrell  brought  with  him  a  pocket  full  of  contracts. 

>  ■ 

5k  5k 

A  Chicago  jobber  is  now  shipping  coal  from  the  northern  and  central 
fields  of  Illinois  to  St.  Joseph  and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  which  clearly  shows 
the  condition  of  the  coal  market  in  that  section  of  the  country,  and  that 
good  fuel  cannot  be  obtained  there  when  the  weather  is  severe. 

«k**  5k 

The  $2,000  reward  offered  by  the  supervisors  of  Pottawattamie  County, 
Iowa,  for  the  discovery  of  a  36-inch  vein  of  coal  and  $1,000  for  a  25-mch  vein 
in  the  county  is  greatly  stimulating  prospectors.  The  county  officials  provi  e 
a  mine  be  placed  in  operation  and  that  not  less  than  twenty-five  tons  be  pro¬ 
duced  daily.  ^ 

Mr.  C.  K.  Pittman,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  anthracite  and  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  and  coke,  and  sole  agent  for  “Ocean”  smokeless  coal  produced  by 
the  Consolidation  Coal  Company,  in  the  Cumberland  region,  reports  having 
shipped  more  coke  in  the  month  of  November  than  he  did  in  any  one  month 
during  the  past  two  years. 

Mr.  Moore,  vice-president  of  the  New  York,  Susquehanna  &  Western 
Railroad  and  also  former  general  sales  agent  of  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Co., 
will  sever  his  connection  with  this  road  owing  to  it  having  been  absorbed  by 

the  Erie  Railroad.  He  will  open  offices  at  71  Broadway,  on  January  ist,  to 

carry  on  a  brokerage  business. 

5k  5k 

Mr.  1.  W.  Copelin,  Toledo,  Ohio,  in  his  December  Circular  Monthly  Cal¬ 
endar  says:  “We  “wood”  like  to  have  your  orders  for  coal  and  coke.  Good 
quality  and  prompt  shipments  are  strong  points  with  us— fill  your  coal-bms 
and  be  ready  for  the  next  cold  wave.  With  best  wishes  for  a  Merry  Christ¬ 
mas  and  a  prosperous  New  Year.” 


Jk 

5k  5k 


The  most  destructive  coal  dock  fire  experienced  for  years  occurred  at  the 
dock  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  West  Superior,  Wis.,  on  Wednesday  this 
week,  at  which  several  lives  were  lost.  The  fire  was  in  thesect'on  of  the  docks 
loaded  with  coal  belonging  to  the  Great  Northern  R.  R.  A  large  amount  of 
coal  has  been  burned.  Fully  insured. 


5k 

5k  5k 


The  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan,  Lansing,  Michigan,  has  issued  an 
opinion  of  great  importance  affecting  the  standing  of  boycotts  before  the 
law.  The  case  is  that  of  Jacob  Beck  et  al.,  of  Detroit  vs.  the  Railway 
Teamsters’  Protective  Union  of  Detroit;  and  further  reference  is  made  to 
it  in  another  column  as  affecting  miners  and  coal. 


5k 

5k  * 


Mr.  Ora  Darnall,  the  genial,  hustling  president  of  the  Bolen  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Kansas  City,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  visiting  with  a  few  of  his 
friends  among  the  wholesalers.  Mr.  Darnall  looks  as  if  business  on  the  Mis¬ 
souri  river  was  booming;  but  the  “Bolen”  people  are  noted  hustlers  and  are 
sure  to  get  their  share  at  least  of  any  business  that  may  be  had. 


5k 

5k  5k 


A  new  Illinois  corporation  is  the  Adams  Coal  Company,  Chicago,  with  a 
paid-up  capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The  company  has  organized  by  electing  the 
following  officers:  H.  C.  Adams,  president,  and  D.  W.  Heath,  treasurer.  Both 
of  these  officers  of  the  new  company  are  well  and  most  favorably  known  to  the 
coal  trade  and  large  consumers  of  fuel  m  and  around  Chicago,  and  all  wish 
them  abundant  success. 

*** 

At  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  Highland  Park,  Ill.,  on  Wednesday,  De¬ 
cember  7,  1898,  Miss  Mabel  Hill,  daughter  of  Mr.  Lysander  Hill,  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mr.  Lyman  Rutter,  elder  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Rutter. 
The  father  of  the  groom,  Mr.  Rutter,  is  the  well  known  coal  operator  of 
Chicago,  whose  cheery  visits  with  anecdotal  accompaniments  to  the  offices  of 
his  confreres  are  always  most  welcomely  received. 

5k 

5k  5k 

Sheriff  Thomas  J.  Downey,  on  Tuesday,  December  6,  made  a  demand  for 
and  secured  the  state  rifles  which  had  been  issued  to  the  coal  operators  at 
Pana,  Ill.,  with  which  to  protect  their  property  and  guard  the  negro  miners 
It  IS  stated  that  the  operators  have  replaced  the  state  arms  with  their  own 
rifles.  Sheriff  Downey  has  also  discharged  all  the  special  deputies  who  have 
been  doing  duty  since  July. 

*** 

Upon  inquiry  at  the  Adams  Coal  Co.’s  offices,  355  Dearborn  street,  Chicago, 
Mr.  J.  S.  Jones,  who  is  receiver  for  the  Pennsylvania  &  Ohio  Fuel  Co.,  and  the 
agent  for  the  receiver  of  The  Turney  &  Jones  Co.,  advised  the  writer  that  the 
statement  which  he  expected  would  be  ready  for  the  creditors  by  this  time  was 
not  complete,  but  he  fully  expected  to  have  all  of  the  figures  early  next  week, 
at  which  time  a  complete  statement  will  be  made  to  the  creditors. 

^5k 
5k  * 

A  dispatch  from  Richmond.  Ind.,  says:  “A  party  of  Indianapolis  and  Chi¬ 
cago  capitalists,  headed  by  William  A.  Pickins  of  the  former  place,  asked  the 
city  council  for  a  franchise  to  build  a  railroad,  to  be  either  steam,  electric,  or 
other  motor  power,  as  they  may  see  fit.  The  exact  route  for  the  road  is  not 
set  forth,  but  it  is  to  extend  west  or  southwest,  through  Indiana,  probably  to 
Evansville  and  Terre  Haute,  entering  the  coal  fields.” 

5k 

5k  5k 

The  Chicago,  Wilmington  &  Vermillion  Coal  Co.  have  commenced  op¬ 
erations  preparatory  to  sinking  a  shaft  in  the  center  of  Section  14,  Green¬ 
field  Ill.,  and  they  expect  to  hoist  coal  within  two  months.  This  shaft 
will  be  located  two  miles  east  of  Gardner,  in  the  very  best  part  of  the 
Wilmington  coal  field,  and,  Mr.  Lemmon  says,  will  be  iAe  shaft  in  that 
territory,  equipped  with  every  modern  appliance  for  the  production  of  well 
prepared  coal. 

5k 

5k  5k 

In  view  of  the  recent  serious  fires  on  coal  docks  at  the  head  of  the  lakes 
the  writer  interviewed  the  chief  of  the  Chicago  Fire  Department,  Denis  J. 
Swenie,  in  regard  to  the  best  methods  of  handling  and  extinguishing  them. 
Mr  Swenie  says  that  “at  all  times  whenever  practicable,  five  or  six  holes 
should  be  made  on  the  top  of  the  ridge  of  the  coal,  about  five  feet  deep,  fifteen 
or  twenty  feet  apart,  and  the  hose  put  into  it,  care  being  taken  that  the  angle 
is  not  too  sharp,  turn  on  the  water,  which  will  Hood  a  diameter  of  fifteen  feet  or 
so  If  water  is  thrown  onto  the  pile,  the  coal  is  apt  to  shed  the  greater  portion 
of  it  ”  Mr.  Swenie  says  ;  “  I  have  had  some  serious  fires  on  both  anthracite 

and  bituminous  coal  docks  and  that  is  how  I  got  them  under  control.”  As 
Chicago’s  fire  chief  has  had  nearly  fifty  years’  experience  in  fighting  this 
element,  his  opinion  should  be  of  value. 


[December  10 
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Mr.  J.  M.  Christy,  president  of  the  Christy  Coal  Co.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  was 
out  riding  in  sleigh,  accompanied  by  daughter  and  another  lady,  Dec.  i,  when 
on  the  approach  of  an  electric  car,  the  horses  became  restive  and  got  in  front 
of  it,  resulting  in  a  bad  accident.  The  ladies  and  Mr.  Christy  were  thrown 
out  of  the  sleigh,  the  former  receiving  some  bruises,  but  the  latter  was  severely 
injured  and  was  unconscious  for  hours.  Mr.  Christy,  though  seriously  hurt,  is 
said  to  be  in  a  fair  way  to  recover. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  W.  S.  Taylor,  Spitzer  building,  Toledo,  Ohio,  sales  agent  of  the 
Kelly’s  Creek  Mining  Co..  Mammoth,  VV.  Va.,  in  his  December  circular 
says:  ‘These  mines  produce  four  kinds  of  coal,  viz.:  Carbon,  Rusty  Ash, 
Splint  and  Lock,  all  high  grades.  The  ‘Rusty  Ash’  is  the  purest,  rich¬ 
est,  strongest,  and  most  durable  and  economical  steam  coal  on  the  market. 
It  makes  an  intense  heat,  very  little  ash  and  smoke,  absolutely  no  clinkers, 
and  a  very  quick  fire.  Write  for  prices.” 

*  # 

The  Riverside  Coal  Co.,  Riverside,  W.  \'^a.,  in  a  recent  circular  says: 
•‘Our  coal  is  absolutely  free  from  slate  or  hone,  has  only  a  slight  trace  of 
sulphur  and  makes  less  ash  than  any  coal,  is  high  in  carbon,  hence 
makes  an  intense  heat,  easy  to  fire  and  gives  quick  results — hence  a 
splendid  coal  for  steam  purposes.”  For  domestic  use  the  company  claims 
it  is  equally  good  and  says:  ‘‘Not  a  particle  of  slate  in  a  car,  black  and 
rich,  burns  up  perfectly  clean,  and  has  very  little  ash.” 


*  * 


The  indictment  of  Governor  Tanner  of  Illinois  by  the  grand  jury  at  Carlin 
ville  December  ist  is  a  complete  vindication  of  the  Chicago  Virden  Coal  Co., 
of  responsibility  for  the  murderous  riot  and  shooting  affray  at  Virden,  October 
12.  This  action  on  the  part  of  the  grand  jury  indicates  that  calm  reasoning 
and  logic  were  all  that  was  required  to  place  the  burden  of  blame  where  it  be¬ 
longed.  Mr.  T.  C.  Loucks,  president  of  the  mining  company,  feels  that  he  is 
exonerated  and  this  is  the  general  sentiment  of  the  coal  trade. 


* 

*  * 


A  special  from  Dubois,  Pa.,  gays  one  of  the  largest  coal  land  deals  was 
concluded  late  last  week  at  that  center  of  the  bituminous  region.  The  North¬ 
western  Mining  &  Exchange  Co.  has  acquired  by  purchase  over  70,000  acres 
of  the  finest  coal  land  in  the  state  and  it  is  located  in  Jefferson  and  Clearfield 
counties.  It  is  reported  that  the  Erie  Railroad,  which  is  said  to  be  the  con¬ 
trolling  power  of  the  Northwestern  Company,  will  extend  its  road  to  Dubois 
thereby  giving  another  competing  line  to  the  great  lakes  and  the  east  and  west. 


*  * 


A  large  coal  operator  in  Kansas  states  that  ‘‘much  of  the  recent  shortage 
of  fuel  in  that  state  was  not  due  alone  to  the  heavy  commercial  trade  resulting 
from  the  cold  weather  but  also  to  the  fact  that  the  force  of  miners  in  the  West 
has  not  been  as  large  this  year  as  heretofore.  He  attributes  the  scarcity  of 
miners  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  miners  went  to  Alaska  during  the  summer, 
and  their  places  were  not  taken  by  miners  from  the  East.  However,  many 
miners  from  the  East  have  come  into  the  western  territory  within  the  past  ten 
days.” 


* 


In  a  circular  to  the  trade  G.  G.  Hadley,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  announces  that 
he  has  withdrawn  from  the  coal  business  and  is  succeeded  by  H.  W.  Rose- 
crans,  his  late  secretary  and  associate  in  business  for  sixteen  years,  who  with 
E.  L.  Browne  have  formed  the  South-Eastern  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  at 
912  New  England  building.  The  new  firm  will  do  a  jobbing  business  in 
bituminous  and  anthracite  coals  and  coke,  and  every  effort  made  to  merit  a 
fair  share  of  orders  from  the  trade  generally.  Mr.  E.  L.  Browne  is  president 
and  Mr.  H.  W.  Rosecrans,  secretary  and  treasurer. 


* 

*  * 


It  is  now  stated  by  Mr.  J.  Clement  Uhler,  one  of  the  firm  of  the  Black  HiHs 
Coal  Co.,  whose  mine  is  at  Aladdin,  Crook  Co.,  Wyo.,  that  the  railroad  in 
which  he  is  interested —the  Wyoming  and  Missouri — will  be  completed  from 
Belle  Fourche  to  the  Hay  Creek  coal  field,  a  distance  of  18  miles,  by  Decem¬ 
ber  15.  Mr.  David  J.  Lloyd,  C.  E.,  M.  E.,  general  manager  of  the  coal  com¬ 
pany,  has  recently  completed  a  test  of  the  coal  for  coke  with  very  satisfactory 
results.  The  company  will  have  a  fine  market  for  their  coal  immediately  on 
the  completion  of  the  railroad  and  for  coke  as  soon  as  ovens  are  built. 


.  * 

*  * 


The  International  Magazine  of  Chicago  celebrated  its  third  Christmas  in  a 
way  to  show  that  it  has  become  one  of  the  established  institutions  of  the  cen¬ 
tral  West.  Its  cover  is  handsome,  in  dark  green  and  gold,  on  heavy  enameled 
paper,  and  a  new  feature  is  introduced  in  the  body  of  the  book— making  the 
pages  large  enough  so  that  they  shall  be  trimmed  before  delivery  to  the  reader. 
There  is  no  reason  why  readers  should  be  forced  to  cut  the  pages  of  a  maga¬ 
zine  any  more  than  of  a  newspaper,  and  Mr.  A.  T.  H.  Brower,  editor  and  pro¬ 
prietor  of  The  International,  shows  foresight  in  thus  meeting  the  wants  of  his 
patrons.  The  argument  that  uncut  pages  prevent  the  public  from  reading 
copies  on  the  news  stands  without  paying  for  them  is  altogether  too  narrow 
gauge  to  be  considered  by  a  man  who  has  the  nerve  to  start  a  monthly  maga¬ 
zine  in  the  Windy  City  and  the  ability  to  make  a  success  of  it. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Coal  Exchange  held  in  the 
Bourse  building,  December 6th,  the  following  officers  were  elected:  President, 
James  Walker;  vice-president,  John  W.  Bain;  secretary,  C.  K.  Scull;  treasurer’ 
John  Hunter  Maguire;  Directors,  S.  D.  Hall,  S.  E.  Donaghy,  E.  S.  Lowry, 
Washington  Peddrick,  E.  J.  Cummings,  John  McLaughlin,  James  W.  Jelley, 
John  Hunter  Maguire,  G.  W.  Edmonds,  Wm.  C.  Downing,  Joseph  Wenderoth, 
L.  K.  Kellam,  W.  A.  Brewster,  Nathan  W.  Busby,  Harry  J.  Clarke,  Henry  A. 
Smith,  Albert  L.  Hilles,  Walter  J.  Crowder,  L.  W.  Hauser,  Richard  Odenath 

*** 

Mr.  Paul  Wright,  well  and  most  favorably  known  to  the  Chicago  coal 
trade,  and  therefore  a  welcome  addition,  has  engaged  in  business  for  himself, 
with  offices  403-404,  225  Dearborn  street.  Mr.  Wright  represents  the  S.  W. 
Little  Coal  Company,  and  the  Bunker  Hill  mine,  and  both  concerns  are  for¬ 
tunate  in  securing  his  services  as  sales  agent.  For  the  past  fifteen  years  Mr. 
Wright  has  been  with  Harder  &  Hofer,  miners  and  shippers  of  Indiana  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal.  He  was  superintendent  of  their  mines  at  Hymera  and  Star 
City,  Ind.,  from  1884  until  1890,  and  since  then  has  been  their  general  sales 
agent. 

The  promoters  of  the  Black  Diamond  railroad  scheme  have  received 
information  that  Sir  Thos.  Tancred,  the  English  engineer,  representing  the 
English  syndicate,  would  recommend  that  the  road  be  built  by  his  com 
pany.  Before  leaving  for  London  he  stated  to  Col.  A.  E.  Boone,  Zanes¬ 
ville,  Ohio,  and  other  prominent  men  interested,  that  he  would  approve  the 
survey  and  advise  the  investment.  It  is  said  that  Colonel  Boone  has  every¬ 
thing  in  readiness  and  expects  to  commence  building  the  road  May  i,  1899. 
The  road  will  extend  from  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  pene¬ 
trating  all  coal  fields  of  East  Tennesee  and  Kentucky.  It  will  be  882 
miles  long,  will  be  double  track  and  will  cost  $40,000,000. 


* 

*  * 


Mr.  J.  F.  Stone,  general  manager  of  the  Ohio  Central  Fuel  Co.,  Columbusy 
passed  through  Chicago  on  Wednesday  of  this  week,  having  just  returned 
from  a  two  months’  vacation  spent  in  the  Grand  Canon  of  the  Colorado.  Mr. 
Stone  was  accompanied  on  the  trip  by  Mr.  F.  S.  Knox,  vice-president  of  the 
Northern  Fuel  Co.,  of  Columbus.  These  gentlemen  reported  having  had  a 
most  wonderful  trip  through  the  canon  and  are  the  fourth  party  that  were 
ever  successful  in  making  the  entire  trip.  Among  other  trophies  which  Mr. 
Stone  exhibited  to  his  many  friends  in  Chicago  was  a  very  fine  wild  wolf  hound 
which  he  trapped  and  subdued  at  Rattle  Snake  Point  about  n6  miles  above 
Flagstaff.  Mr.  Knox  also  had  a  number  of  valuable  trophies,  some  of  which 
he  picked  up  at  Omaha  and  other  Western  points  at  which  they  stopped,  but 
unfortunately  a  part  of  the  package  which  he  carried  was  opened  at  Green 
River,  Wyoming,  and  one  of  the  most  valuable  reminders  which  he  had  pro¬ 
cured  at  the  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition  was  lost.  Both  of  the  gentlemen 
secured  a  great  number  of  views  in  the  Canon,  and  no  doubt  they  will  be  able 
to  exhibit  to  their  friends  in  the  near  future  some  of  the  most  wonderful  photo¬ 
graphs  ever  procured  in  the  Grand  Canon  of  the  Colorado. 

DECEMBER  BLASTS. 


The  accompanying  poem  was  written  by  Major  R.  M.  McDowell,  general 
manager  of  the  coal  companies  of  the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad.  The  Major 
is  a  skillful  and  well-known  mining  engineer  and  also  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War,  having  served  with  distinction  on  the  staffs  of  Generals  Howard  and 
Slocum . 

I. 

Thus  ends  the  record  of  the  year. 

Its  broken  lines  may  well  betray  v 

The  calls  which  come  from  far  and  near. 

And  cries  for  “Coal”  throughout  the  day. 

II. 

Angry  voices  in  high  refrain 

Declare  “Our  orders  yet  unfilled;  ’ 

We  calm  the  cry  and  make  it  plain 
That  long  ago  their  coal  was  “billed.” 

III. 

We  start  to  tell  the  work  we’ve  done. 

When  some  one  wires  “Send  more  slack;” 

An  answer’s  made,  the  work  begun. 

To  hear  “No  empties  on  the  track.” 

IV. 

“No  coal  on  hand,”  or  “Too  much  slate,” 

And  such  demands  from  day  to  day; 

“The  steam  is  down,  we  cannot  wait,” 

So  “trace”  the  cars  as  best  you  may. 

V. 

A  railroad  order:  “Seize  commercial  coal,” 

Destined  for  Nebraska’s  blizzard  land; 

We  stand  aghast!  and  pledge  our  soul. 

That  there  are  shipments  near  at  hand. 

VI. 

We’ve  borne  our  share  of  troubled  days. 

Our  miners  toiled  for  valued  yield. 

No  strikes  were  waged  to  breed  delays. 

And  Death  but  glanced  across  the  field. 

VII. 

This  year  goes  forth  to  tell  its  tale, 

With  impress  deep  of  toil  and  strife. 

Things  born  to  win  or  born  to  fail. 

As  well  befit  a  business  life. 
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ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 


Membership  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and 

Wisconsin . 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio.  579 

Membership  of  the  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Association . 177 

Membership  of  the  Indiana  Coal  Association .  83 

In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manifested  in  me  severa. 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  is  l.he 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 
Interest  them. 

TO  CLOSE  WHOLESALE  COAL  OFFICES  ON  SATURDAY,  1  P.  M. 

It  would  appear  from  the  following  list  of  coal  operators  and  wholesalers 
in  Chicago,  that  they  approve  of  closing  their  offices  on  Saturday  at  i  o  clock 
p.  m.  all  the  year.  This -is  only  consistent  with  metropolitan  ideas,  and  as 
some  of  the  larger  concerns  already  do  this  the  year  around,  why  not  make  it 
general  throughout  the  business  district,  as  by  its  adoption  no  firm  would  be 
injured  in  a  business  way,  and  all  the  staff  of  the  various  firms  would  greatly 
appreciate  the  concession? 

The  agreement  reads;  .  •  .  •  •  /-.■ 

“We,  the  undersigned,  miners  and  jobbers  of  coal,  doing  business  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  agree  to  close  our  offices  Saturday  afternoons  all  the  year  round,  provid¬ 
ed  a  sufficient  number  of  business  houses  engaged  in  the  same  line  will  agree 

thereto.  „  ^  ^  ,  o 

“The  Turney  &  Jones  Co.,  James  W.  Ellsworth  Co.,  Crescent  Coal  & 
Mining  Co.,  by  N.  S.  Birkland,  Manager;  General  Wilmington 
Coal  Co.,  H.  N.  Taylor,  General  Manager;  Winifrede  Coal  Co,, 
per  A.  E.  Hostler;  New  River  Fuel  Co.,  Seymour  Gustin, 
Secretary;  close  all  year  on  Saturdays,  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.;  J.  W.  N.  Claggett,  per  Cameron;  C.  K.  Pittman,  Pynchon  &  Wood¬ 
ward,  F.  B.  Newell  &  Co.,  Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  the  Montana  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,C.  M.  Moderwell,  Agent;  the  C.  &.  O.  Fuel  Co.,  Geo.  W.  Sandel,  Manager; 
the  Marquette  Third  Vein  Coal  Co.,  J.  E.  Sutherland,  Superintendent;  the 
Marmet  Co.,  P.  C.  Richards,  Manager;  New  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  Mitchell, 
Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Gen.  Hocking  Coal  Co.,  W.  H.  Patterson,  General  Agent; 
Sage  &  Co.,  by  R.  A.  Sage;  Jno.  J.  Hayes,  O’Gara,  King  &  Company;  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  J.  W.  Skeele,  we  have  closed  at  i  p.  m.  Saturdays 
since  spring  of  1893,  and  intend  to  continue  doing  so,  no  matter  what  the  rest 
do;  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Incorporated,  George  Henry  Merryweather, 
Agent-  Hutchinson,  Himrod  &  Co.,  Chas.  Himrod,  Secretary ;  L.  M.  Ham¬ 
mond,  R.  B.  H.;  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  by  Henry  Holverscheid,  Superinten¬ 
dent;  G.  F.  Getz,  Agent;  W.  W.  Jackson  &  Co.,  F.  N.  Pease  &  Co.,  Incorporat¬ 
ed,  J.  B.  Mester,  Du  Quoin  Union  Coal  Co.,  W.  P.  Utley,  James  Wells  Coal 
Co.,  Jas.  Wells,  Manager;  T.  C.  Loucks  &  Co.,  by  Thatcher;  Dering  &  Mc- 
Quaid.” 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

Chicago,  Ill.,  December  6,  1898. 

Messrs.  Harry  Adams  and  D.  W.  Heath. 

Dear  Sirs: — We  beg  to  advise  you  that  the  undersigned,  receiver  of  The 
Turney  &  Jones  Company,  has  been  authorized  by  an  order  of  Court  to  accept 
your  proposition  to  purchase  from  it  the  Chicago  business  of  The  Turney  & 
Jones  Company  which,  of  course,  covers  all  the  contracts  which  may  have  been 
made  by  the  receiver  with  any  of  the  former  customers  of  The  Turney  & 
Jones  Company  in  Chicago.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  you  have  fully  complied 
with  the  order  of  Court  and  the  contract,  so  far  as  it  is  possible  for  you  so  to  do 
at  present,  we  take  great  pleasure  in  turning  over  to  you  all  unfilled  orders 
which  the  receiver  has  now  on  hand  in  connection  with  its  Chicago  business. 
We  will  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  notify  the  customers  of  the  receiver  to 

this  effect.  j 

You  will,  of  course,  appreciate,  and  we  will  also  be  obliged  to  you,  it  you 
will  notify  all  such  customers  that  all  accounts  owing  to  The  Turney  &  Jones 
Company  at  the  date  of  the  receivership,  are  still  owed  and  payable  to  the 
receiver  and  will  be  collected  by  it.  Yours  very  truly. 

The  Security  Title  and  Trust  Co. 

Pr.  Peter  Dudley,  3d  V-Pres.  and  trust  officer. 

The  Adams  Coal  Company,  355  Dearborn  Street. 

To  THE  Trade. — Under  the  arrangement  referred  to  above,  the  business 
will  hereafter  be  conducted  under  the  name  of  The  Adams  Coal  Co.  We  as¬ 
sume  all  liabilities  and  collect  for  all  sales  made  since  the  date  of  receivership, 
November  14th. 

All  remittances  and  correspondence  relating  to  business  previous  to  No¬ 
vember  15th  should  be  addressed  to  the  receiver, and  all  remittances  and  cor¬ 
respondence  relating  to  business  since  that  date  should  be  addressed  to  The 
Adams  Coal  Co. 

In  the  signatures  below  we  hope  the  trade  will  recognize  the  names  of  old 
friends,  as  Mr.  Adams  as  manager,  and  Mr.  Heath  as  cashier  and  correspond¬ 
ent,  have  been  associated  with  the  business  of  the  old  company  for  the  last 
seven  years. 

We  ask  nothing  more  than  that  the  friends  and  patrons  of  the  old  com¬ 
pany  may  extend  to  us  the  kind  and  generous  treatment  heretofore  given  The 
Turney  &  Jones  Co.  Yours  very  truly, 

H.  C.  Adams, 

D.  W.  Heath. 

Chicago,  December  6,  1898. 


BOYCOTTING  AND  PICKETING  BY  LABOR  UNIONS  IS  ILLEffAL. 


According  to  a  recent  unanimous  opinion,  written  by  Chief  Justice  Grant 
of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  boycotting  by  labor  unions  is 
not  only  illegal,  but  it  is  conspiracy  ard  intimidation  and  savors  of  tyranny. 
The  decision  is  of  great  importance,  affecting  the  standing  of  boycotts  before 
the  law  and  is  sweepingly  comprehensive  in  its  opinion.  The  case  was  that  of 
Jacob  Beck,  etal,  of  Detroit,  vs.  the  Railway  Teamsters’  Protective  Union, 
of  Detroit.  In  1897  Beck  &  Sons,  who  are  millers  and  extensive  dealers  in 
grain,  became  involved  in  a  difficulty  with  the  Teamsters’ Union.  The  com¬ 
pany  refused  to  sign  the  scale,  which  embodied  among  other  items  besides 
wages,  stipulating  the  manner  in  which  employes  should  be  treated,  the  man¬ 
ner  of  settling  all  differences  of  opinion,  and  other  matters.  As  a  result  of  the 
company’s  refusal  to  sign  the  scale  the  union  declared  a  boycott  on  the  firm’s 
products.  The  firm  meanwhile  used  its  own  teams  and  those  of  the  Shedden 
Co.,  Ltd.,  a  union  concern.  The  members  of  the  union  interfered  with  the 
workmen,  hooted  at  them,  threw  bricks  and  attempted  to  intimidate  custo¬ 
mers  on  their  way  to  the  mill.  A  boycotting  circular  was  issued  to  induce 
persons  not  to  transact  business  with  the  firm.  Finally  the  firm  secured  from 
the  Wayne  Circuit  Court  an  injunction  restraining  the  union  from  interfering 
with  its  business.  The  injunction,  however,  sanctioned  the  distribution  of 
boycott  circulars,  except  in  front  of  the  mill  premises,  and  permitted  any  form 
of  boycott  without  the  actual  use  of  violence.  The  injunction  did  not  prohibit 
the  threats  to  injure  the  firm’s  business,  when  unaccompanied  by  violence  or 
threats  of  violence.  From  this  part  of  the  decree  the  firm  appealed  to  the 
Supreme  Court. 

The  court  says;  “The  law  does  not  permit  either  party  to  use  force,  vio¬ 
lence,  threats  of  force  or  violence,  intimidation  or  coercion.  The  right  of  trade 
and  tie  personal  liberty  of  the  employer  alone  are  not  involved  in  this  case; 
the  right  of  the  laborer  to  sell  his  labor  when,  to  whom,  and  for  what  price  he 
chooses  is  involved.” 

The  five  teamsters,  the  court  says,  were  satisfied  with  their  wages  and 
treatment.  By  the  action  of  the  union  they  were  thrown  out  of  employment 
during  the  summer,  except  as  the  Becks  employed  them,  wh;n  they  could, 
about  the  mill.  The  union  would  not  permit  one  of  the  te  misters  to  use  a 
horse  and  wagon  the  Becks  tendered  him  free  of  expense  in  order  th  it  he 
might  provide  for  himself  and  family.  “A  boycott  of  labor  as  well  as  capital  is 
therefore,  involved  in  this  controversy,”  says  the  opinion.  “The  acts  and  con¬ 
duct  of  these  defendants  are  not  those  of  freedom,  but  of  tyranny.  *  *  * 

The  law  is  the  same  for  both,  and  is  alike  open  to  both.  If  the  employers  of 
Detroit  had  combined  in  secret  organization,  established  a  rate,  and  agreed  to 
boycott,  in  the  manner  these  defendants  boycotted  complainants,any  employer 
and  his  laborers  who  would  pay  more  than  the  price  the  combination  had 
agreed  to,  and  had  carried  the  conspiracy  out  as  was  done  here,  would  these 
defendants  consider  that  just  and  lawful  conduct?  Neither  courts  of  equity 
nor  courts  of  law  would  turn  such  employer  and  employes  away  from  its  tem¬ 
ple  of  justice  without  a  remedy.” 

The  court  further  holds  that  to  picket  Becks’  premises  in  order  to  intercept 
their  teamsters,  or  persons  going  there  to  trade,  is  unlawful.  “It  is  an  act  of 
intimidation  and  an  unwarrantable  interference  with  the  right  of  free  trade, 
The  highways  and  public  streets  must  be  free  to  all  for  the  purposes  of  trade, 
commerce  and  labor.  The  law  protects  the  buyer,  the  seller,  the  merchant, 
the  manufacturer,  and  the  laborer  in  his  right  to  walk  the  streets  unmolested. 
It  is  no  respecter  of  persons.  And  it  makes  no  difference  in  effect  whether  the 
picketing  is  done  ten  feet  or  a  thousand  feet  away.  It  will  not  do  to  say  that  these 
pickets  are  thrown  out  for  the  purpose  of  peaceable  argument  and  persuasion. 
They  are  intended  to  intimidate  and  coerce.” 

The  Century  dictionary’s  definition  of  the  word  picket,  as  a  "body  of  men 
belonging  to  a  trade-union  sent  to  watch  and  annoy  men  working  in  a  shop  not 
belonging  to  the  union  or  against  which  a  strike  is  in  progress,”  is  quoted  and 
commented  upon  as  follows:  “The  word  originally  had  no  such  meaning.  This 
definition  is  the  result  of  what  has  been  done  under  it  and  is  the  common  ap¬ 
plication  that  has  been  made  of  it.  This  is  the  definition  the  defendants  pul 
upon  it  in  the  present  case.  Possibly  the  decree  is  specific  enough  to  include 
picketing,  but  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  place  it  beyond  controversy.” 

Referring  again  to  the  boycott  or  conspiracy  of  unions  as  being  unlawful 
the  opinion  says:  “May  these  powerful  organizations  thus  trample  with  im¬ 
punity  upon  the  right  of  every  citizen  to  buy  and  sell  his  goods  or  labor  as  he 
chooses?  This  is  not  a  question  of  competition,  but  rather  an  attempt  to  stifle 
competition.  It  is  a  question  of  the  right  to  exist.  If  there  be  no  redress  for, 
such  wrongs,  then  the  government  is  impotent  indeed.  But  such  a  combina¬ 
tion  is  a  criminal  conspiracy  at  the  common  law,  and  in  some  states,  in  order 
to  remove  all  doubt,  is  made  so  by  statute.” 

Finally  the  decision  says:  “The  decree  must  be  modified  so  as  to  enjoin 
picketing,  the  distribution  of  the  boycotting  circular,  and  all  acts  of  intimida¬ 
tion  and  coercion.” 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  clearly  and  plainly  seen  that  boycotting  by  circu¬ 
lar  and  picketing  are  illegal  and  methods  of  intimidation  and  conspiracy 
which  are  forbidden  by  the  law  of  the  United  States.  The  picket  and  boycott 
have  been  particularly  favored  by  the  United  Mine  Workers’  Union— espe¬ 
cially  the  former— they  will  now  have  to  be  more  careful  in  their  methods  of 
procedure  when  on  strike,  or  suffer  the  consequences  entailed  by  con¬ 
tempt  of  court  when  enjoined  to  stop,  as  such  conduct  savors  of  tyranny  which 
cannot  be  permitted  in  this  land  of  freedom. 
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OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


WESTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interes 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


Alva  Drake  has  opened  a  coal  office  at  Lacon,  Ill. 


♦ 

*  * 


S.  C.  Canfield  has  opened  a  coal  yard  at  Benson,  Iowa. 


^  * 

I.  H.  Laws  has  opened  a  new  coal  yard  at  Mulford,  Del. 

* 

Peter  Lenah  succeeds  Lenah  Bros,  at  So.  Omaha,  Neb. 

*  * 

C.  S.  Goodrich  succeeds  Loe  &  Goodrich,  Lime  Grove,  Iowa. 

* 

Plowright  &  Sage  succeed  John  Plowright  at  Janesville,  Wis. 

♦ 

John  Doanuff  has  opened  a  coal  office  at  Benton  Harbor,  Mich. 

.  * 

*  * 

William  Cafferty  has  embarked  in  the  coal  business  at  Lockport,  Ill. 


Mark  Prugh  has  purchased  the  coal  business  of  Stewart  Bros.,Ancta,  N.  D. 

* 

J.  O.  Anderson  contemplates  going  into  the  coal  business  at  Holmes,  la. 


*  * 


Earl  H.  Edwards  has  recently  entered  the  coal  business  at  Petoskey, 
Mich. 


*  * 


J.O.  Anderson  contemplates  going  into  the  coal  business  at  Goldfield 
Iowa. 


*  * 


E.  P.  L.  Dow  has  sold  his  coal  business  at  Londonville,  Ohio,  to  Chas. 
Dudte. 


Mr.  A.  W.  Robinson  of  Bangor,  has  decided  to  enter  the  coal  business 
at  Foxcroft,  Me. 


I.  V.  Eberhart  &  Co.  have  purchased  E.  F.  Little’s  coal  business  at 
Gainesville,  Ga. 


* 


John  Hitchcock,  of  Jefferson,  Ohio,  has  bought  out  the  coal  business  of 
the  late  H.  S.  French. 


♦  * 


The  Little  Pittsburg  Coal  Co.  is  a  new  concern  in  the  coal  business 
at  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


* 

*  * 


Eberhart  &  Rankert  have  purchased  the  coal  business  of  W.  E.  Butter- 
worth,  Mishawaka,  Ind. 


* 

*  * 


Mr.  A.  S.  Kennedy,  J.  E.  Dwyer  and  N.  N.  Moss  have  purchased  the  F.  W. 
Looser  coal  yard,  Greenville,  Pa. 


* 

*  * 


F.  D.  Phelps,  New  Haven,  Mich.,  has  sold  his  lumber  and  coal  business  to 
the  New  Haven  Lumber  &  Coal  Co. 


* 

$tc 


The  Grobmeyer  Coal  Co.,  Carrollton,  Ky.,  has  been  recently  incor¬ 
porated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000. 


* 

*  * 


The  Smith  Coal  &  Transfer  Co.  has  been  recently  Incorporated  at  Ho^ 
Springs,  Ark.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $5,500. 


* 

*  ^ 


The  East  End  Coal  Company  is  a  new  Portsmouth,  O.,  coal  firm,  with  an 
office  on  Clay  street,  in  charge  of  Frank  Givens. 


*  ^ 


C.  W.  Smith,  of  Mahanoy  City,  Pa.,  has  entered  the  soft  coal  busi¬ 
ness,  and  is  selling  that  product  to  people  of  that  town, 

*  * 

George  H.  Johnson,  Lincoln,  Neb.,  has  purchased  the  B.  &  M.  coal  yards, 
at  Grand  Island,  Neb.,  and  has  installed  his  son,  Bert  Johnson.  The  firm  name 
will  be  G.  H.  Johnson  &  Son. 

* 

•it 

J.  B.  Woodruff,  Holyoke,  Mass.,  is  making  several  improvements  in  his 
coal  and  wood  yard  on  Appleton  street,  one  of  which  is  the  putting  in  of  a  new 
ten  horse  power  steam  engine. 

* 

*  ^ 

T.  J.  Welch  &  Co.,  Westerly,  Iowa,  have  sold  their  Mechanic  street  coal 
yard  to  John  Catto,  who  took  possession  Nov.  28th.  They  will  continue  to 
operate  the  business  on  Main  street  purchased  of  W.  J.  Carney  &  Co. 

*  ^ 

*  * 

Lewis  D.  Boynton,  Elyria,  Ohio,  has  purchased  a  fine  piece  of  property 
on  which  he  will  make  extensive  improvements  and  when  finished  it  will  be 
an  up-to-date  coal  yard.  Mr.  C.  Schumaker  will  probably  be  on  charge. 

L.  A.  Drury  &  Son,  of  St.  Louis,  Mich.,  have  opened  a  wood  and  coal  yard 
in  Alma  and  intend  to  supply  the  people  of  Alma  with  both  of  the  commodities 
at  reasonable  prices.  The  yard  will  be  located  south  of  -the  D.,  G.  R.  &  W.  R 
R.  tracks  next  to  the  river. 

* 

*  ♦ 

The  Co-Operative  Loan  &  Savings  Association  of  Lincoln,  Neb.,  have  pur¬ 
chased  J.  W.  Sheridan  &  Co’s,  yard,  and  in  addition  to  providing  the  associa¬ 
tion’s  needs  a  supply  of  the  black  diamonds  will  be  kept  on  hand  to  meet  the 
demands  of  outside  consumers. 


The  blizzard  of  last  week  found  Hansen,  Neb.,  without  a  ton  of  coal  in 
town. 

Before  spring  eight  coal  mines  will  be  in  operation  within  three  miles  of 
Bay  City,  Mich. 

The  shipment  of  coal  to  Indianapolis,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  natural 
gas  at  that  point,  is  quite  heavy. 

Extensive  coal  chutes  are  being  built  by  the  Illinois  Central  road  in  its  lake 
front  yards  at  Eighteenth  street,  Chicago. 

A  great  scarcity  of  men  to  work  on  the  coal  docks  is  reported  at  the  head 
of  the  lakes,  not  only  laborers  but  mechanics  also. 

At  Rockville,  Ind.,  E.  L.  Osborn  has  taken  charge  of  the  “Lee”  coal 
mines  and  expects  to  be  able  to  fill  all  orders  for  coal. 

About  1 50,000  tons  of  coal  have  been  received  at  Green  Bay  this  season  by 
lake.  The  last  delivery  was  made  by  the  steamer  Waverly. 

H.  A.  Lozier,  Evansville,  Ind,,  has  secured  the  contract  to  supply  the 
county  with  all  its  fuel  for  the  ensuing  year.  There  were  nine  other  bidders. 

George  Penniman,  Bay  City,  Mich.,  is  about  to  sink  a  shaft  on  his  coal 
land  near  that  town.  The  site  is  within  half  a  mile  of  the  Flint  and  Pere  Mar¬ 
quette  belt  line. 

Superintendent  W.  G.  Bartles  of  the  Carlinville  Coal  Co.,  Carlinville,  Ill., 
was  in  Chicago  recently  and  secured  enough  business  to  employ  too  miners 
steadily  for  a  year. 

At  Emporia,  Kan.,  last  week,  coal  was  so  scarce  that  wood  had  to  be 
burned.  In  Reno  county  some  of  the  smaller  towns  were  entirely  without 
coal  and  the  only  available  fuel  was  cobs. 

The  coal  companies  at  Spring  Valley  and  Ladd,  Ill.,  are  having  a  big  trade 
and  for  several  weeks  have  been  operating  the  mines  on  full  time.  The  com¬ 
panies  are  receiving  more  orders  than  they  can  fill. 

At  Lamed,  Kan.,  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  coal  cars  and  a  coal  famine 
has  been  threatened  in  this  city  during  the  past  two  weeks,  local  dealers  being 
unable  to  get  enough  coal  to  supply  the  demand  of  their  customers. 

James  Frame,  formerly  manager  for  the  Tesla  Coal  Company  at  Berkeley, 
Cal.,  is  now  manager  for  the  same  company  in  Oakland.  Mr.  Frame  relieves 
Mr.  Spinks,  who  has  been  made  manager  of  the  San  Francisco  office. 

In  Osage  county,  Kan.,  the  coal  mines  are  said  to  be  working  on  full  time, 
all  the  miners  in  the  county  are  employed  and  there  is  work  for  more.  This  is 
reported  to  be  the  best  season  in  the  coal  industry  in  Osage  county  for  years. 

Auditor  Jarchow,  Davenport,  Iowa,  has  received  a  letter  from  the  Tri-City 
Labor  Congress  requesting  him  to  forbid  the'use  for  the  county  of  other  coal  than 
that  which  is  mined  by  LInion  labor,  in  other  words,  to  boycott  all  other  coal. 

The  state  railroad  commission  has  set  Jan.  4,  for  a  hearing  in  the  matter  of 
coal  rates  on  Iowa  railroads.  Claude  Porter  of  Centerville,  Iowa,  claims  that 
the  freight  rates  on  coal  in  Iowa  prevent  competition  in  this  state  with  the  coal 
operators  of  Illinois. 

It  has  been  found  that  the  slate  roof  of  the  West  Bay  City  Coal  Co.,  Bay 
City,  is  too  thin  to  permit  the  coal  to  be  mined  and  a  test  hole  is  bein^  put 
down  to  discover  a  vein  of  coal  lower  down  if  possible.  The  company  has  al¬ 
ready  sunk  $1,500  in  the  shaft. 

The  Terre  Haute  Express  says:  “The  coal  operators  on  the  Indianapolis 
&  Vincennes  are  now  getting  out  eighty  to  ninety  car  loads  of  coal  a  day,  and 
could  they  get  cars  to  ship  it  would  load  125  to  130.  The  coal  movement  of 
all  lines  is  heavy  beyond  precedent.” 

A  reduction  of  10  cents  per  ton  was  secured,  Mr.  Hudson  agreeing  to  make 
the  rate  on  coal  from  Eastern  Kansas  mines  to  Wellington  $1.60  per  ton 
henceforth.  The  old  rate  was  $1.70.  The  reduction  makes  a  saving  of  about 
$1,200  a  year  to  the  coal  dealers  of  Wellington. 

A  new  mining  country  has  been  opened  up  by  the  Northern  Pacific.  Its 
branch  line  from  Rockvale,  Mont.,  to  Gebo  and  Bridger,  was  put  in  operation 
last  week.  The  line  is  only  19  miles  long,  but  it  runs  through  a  very  fertile  val¬ 
ley  and  enters  a  rich  coal  district  which  will  soon  be  developed. 

The  Crescent  Coal  Co.,  What  Cheer,  Iowa,  has  its  new  mine  at  work.  The 
company  has  about  200  men  at  work  and  expects  to  increase  its  force  rapidly. 
The  new  mine  gives  promise  of  being  one  of  the  finest  ever  opened  in  that 
vicinity  and  the  coal  is  said  to  be  the  best  in  the  state,  bar  none. 

The  Michigan  Central  Railroad  has  placed  on  a  regular  coal  train  run. 
ning  between  the  St.  Charles  mines  and  Bay  City,  Mich.  The  mines  of  Sagi¬ 
naw  and  Bay  City  do  not  produce  enough  slack  coal  to  supply  the  factories  of 
those  cities.  That  road  is  hauling  upwards  of  25  cars  from  St.  Charles  daily. 

The  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Times  of  Dec.  4  says:  "Kansas  City,  Kan.,  is  now 
in  the  midst  of  a  coal  famine,  and  unless  some  large  shipment  is  received  in 
very  short  order  the  dealers  will  have  hardly  a  scuttleful  in  their  bins.  As  it 
is  the  supply  is  much  smaller  than  the  demand,  and  prices  have  so  far  ad¬ 
vanced  that  the  coal  is  nearly  out  of  the  reach  of  the  poorer  classes.” 

One  feature  of  the  Kansas  coal  tamme  is  the  fact  that  in  Osage  county  the 
war  took  away  a  large  number  of  miners,  who  have  not  yet  been  discharged, 
and  perhaps  this  fact  also  applies  to  the  other  mining  districts.  Some  of  the 
Kansas  miners  went  to  Illinois  during  the  strike  at  Virden,  and  others  went 
out  of  the  business.  At  Scranton  the  usual  force  is  short  by  200  men. 

At  St.  Charles,  near  Saginaw,  Mich.,  the  Somers  Coal  Co.  has  a  three-foot 
vein  of  cannel  coal  and  about  the  same  thickness  of  the  vein  is  found  at  the 
point  where  this  company  is  sinking  a  shaft  south  of  St.  Charles,  with  this  dif¬ 
ference,  at  the  St.  Charles  mine  the  vein  of  cannel  is  above  the  other  coal  de¬ 
posit,  and  at  the  other  point,  a  mile  and  a  quarter  district,  the  cannel  vein  is 
below  the  other  coal  vein. 
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The  Mt.  Pleasant  coal  mining  property  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  has  been  sold  to 
Mr.  E.  L.  Fuller,  who  with  some  New  York  capitalists  has  incorporated  a 
company.  The  mine  contains  an  immense  supply  of  coal  of  first  class  quality 
and  two  veins  that  have  never  been  touched  with  a  pick.  The  mine  tract  cov¬ 
ers  230  acres,  running  from  the  Lackawanna  river  to  Keyser  Valley  creek. 
About  600  hands  are  employed  in  and  about  the  mine  and  breaker.  The 
breaker  has  a  capacity  of  1,000  tons  per  day. 

A  recent  discovery  of  bituminous  coal  was  made  in  American  territory 
about  100  miles  below  Forty-Mile.  A  tunnel  has  been  dug  into  the  hillside  a 


distance  of  45  feet,  and  there  the  vein  is  six  feet  in  thickness.  The  coal  is 
said  to  be  of  superior  quality.  It  was  used  by  the  steamer  Hannah  on  her  last 
trip  up,  and  gave  very  good  satisfaction.  The  mine  is  located  less  than  two 
miles  from  the  Yukon  river,  and  being  owned  by  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  will  be  fully  developed  this  winter.  If  it  proves  to  be  as  good  as 
prospects  now  indicate,  it  will  revolutionize  the  fuel  question  here,  as  besides 
furnishing  fuel  for  Dawson  it  will  save  thousands  of  dollars  expense  to  the 
steamers,  and  besides  enable  them  to  make  at  least  four  trips  to  Dawson  from 
St.  Michaels  instead  of  two  or  three  as  at  present. 


S.  C. 


AGENT 


Delaware,  Lackawanna  ^  Western  Railroad  Company’s 
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The  Brewster  Coal  Co.,  Minisila,  Ohio,  has  orders  sufficient  to  run  the 
mine  for  months. 

John  Starkey,  Minerva,  O.,  talks  of  opening  a  new  coal  mine  on  the  west 
side  of  Henry  Boory’s  farm. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Lehigh  Valley  R.  R.  will  gain  an  entrance  into 
Scranton,  Pa.,  by  January,  iSgg. 

At  Green  Island,  near  Albany,  N.  Y.,  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.  will 
erect  a  new  coal  pocket  and  trestle. 

It  is  reported  that  Daniel  Williams,  the  wealthy  coal  operator,  may  estab" 
lish  a  colliery  and  erect  a  bunker  at  Pottsville,  Pa  ,  in  the  near  future. 

The  anthracite  blast  furnace  which  the  Reading  Iron  Company  is  build¬ 
ing  at  Reading,  Pa.,  will,  it  is  said,  turn  out  from  1,200  to  1,400  tons  of  iron  a 
week. 

The  Coal  Traffic  association,  whose  headquarters  are  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
has  disbanded  and  an  effort  is  now  being  made  to  effect  another  organization 
that  will  take  its  place. 

Work  on  the  construction  of  the  300  coke  ovens  for  the  blast  furnaces  at 
Lorain,  Ohio,  is  being  pushed  as  rapidly  as  possible,  telegraph  and  other 
wires,  track  laying,  etc. 

The  Corbin  and  Excelsior  anthracite  collieries,  Shamokin,  Pa.,  have  re¬ 
sumed  operations,  the  striking  miners  having  agreed  to  accept  the  terms  of¬ 
fered  by  Robertson  &  Co. 

A  new  and  extensive  coal  plant  is  to  be  established  by  the  Berwind-White 
Coal  Company  in  Sewickley  township,  near  Greensburg,  Pa.  The  Hempfield 
branch  railroad  will  be  extended  to  the  new  mines. 

The  City  Coal  Company,  of  Binghamton,  capital  stock  $500,000,  has  been 
incorporated.  The  directors  are  Charles  S.  Miller,  Frank  Snyder,  Lee  C. 
Davenport,  William  B.  Magrath  and  William  A.  Miller,  of  Binghamton. 

Contracts  for  $10,000  worth  of  mining  machines  and  electrical  haulage  ap¬ 
paratus  have  been  let  by  Captain  W.  B.  Rodgers,  of  the  Tide  Coal  Company, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.  The  equipment  is  for  the  company’s  Monongahela  river  mines. 

The  coal  miners  of  Charleroi  and  vicinity  in  conjunction  with  the  glass 
workers  have  formed  an  association  for  the  purpose  of  opening  and  conducting 
a  CO  operative  store.  The  stock  is  $10  per  share  and  the  ordinary  stock  can 
be  withdrawn  at  any  time. 

The  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  has  practically  closed  a  deal  by  which 
they  get  possession  of  1,500  acres  of  coal  land  in  Saline  and  Brush  Creek 
townships,  adjacent  to  Irondale,  Ohio.  They  will  open  mines  at  once  and  em¬ 
ploy  a  large  number  of  men. 

The  engineer  and  brakeman  who  made  a  flying  switch  of  cars  at  Exeter 
colliery,  WilkesBarre,  Pa.,  whereby  nine  men  were  killed  and  one  seriously 
injured  by  the  cars  being  thrown  down  the  shaft,  have  been  arrested  for 
criminal  neglect  and  held  in  $500  bail  each. 

The  Erie  Railroad,  through  its  coal  company,  the  Northwestern  Mining 
and  Exchange  Co.,  has  purchased  about  7,000  acres  of  fine  bituminous  coal 
land  in  Clearfield  and  Jefferson  counties.  Pa.,  and  it  is  reported  that  the  road 
will  build  an  extension  and  develop  the  property. 

The  name  of  the  Standard  coke  plant  at  Trauger,  Pa.,  is  to  be  changed  to 
Margarette,  in  honor  of  the  oldest  daughter  of  L.  F.  Ruth,  general  manager, 
of  Connellsville.  The  change  is  made  to  avoid  confusion  with  the  Standard 
works,  near  Mount  Pleasant,  belonging  to  Frick. 

The  Briquette  Coal  Company,  of  New  York  City,  has  been  incorporated 
at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  artificial  fuel  and 
dealing  in  the  same,  operating  mines  and  doing  a  general  mining  business. 
Capital  subscribed,  $625,  with  the  privilege  of  increasing  to  $600,000. 

Not  for  some  years  past  has  there  been  experienced  such  a  scarcity  of 
empty  coal  cars  in  the  anthracite  coal  district  as  at  present.  But  for  this  fact 
all  of  the  collieries  of  the  region  would  be  making  six  days  per  week.  The 
coal  operators  ftom  now  on  to  the  first  of  the  year  will  work  a  full  number  of 
days,  if  an  adequate  number  of  cars  can  be  secured. 

The  committee  of  the  Schuylkill  Coal  Exchange  estimate  the  rate  of 
wages  to  be  paid  the  miners  in  this  region  for  the  last  half  of  November  and 
the  first  half  of  December  at  8  per  cent  below  the  $2.50  basis.  The  rate  has 
been  from  4  to  8  per  cent  below  basis  for  several  months  past.  The  reason 
given  for  this  is  the  overstocked  condition  of  the  market  with  coal. 

The  Johnston  Coal  Mining  Company,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  operating  near  Fay¬ 
ette  City,  has  contracted  with  the  Niles  Manufacturing  company  for  a  new 
tipple  and  coal  hoisting  plant  to  be  erected  at  its  new  mine,  Arnold  Ridge,  No. 
2.  The  contract  involves  $50,000.  It  is  expected  that  the  new  mine  will  be  in 
operation  by  February  1.  It  will  increase  the  capacity  of  the  company  to 
about  200  cars  of  coal  daily. 


The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  will  have  possession  of  the  North  Ashland 
colliery  after  January  1st.  This  mine  is  now  operated  by  the  Reading.  It  is 
part  of  the  property  of  the  Girard  estate,  and  has  been  in  continuous  operation 
since  1861,  having  been  started  by  John  Anderson,  of  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
who  made  a  fortune  and  lost  it  in  outside  speculation,  like  so  many  of  the 
other  operators  in  Schuylkill. 

The  Walsh-Upstill  Coal  Co.  has  began  suit  in  the  common  pleas  court 
Cleveland,  O.,  against  the  Marine  Insurance  Co.,  Limited,  of  London,  for  $3,- 
990.72,  the  amount  of  insurance  on  a  cargo  of  coal  which  the  plaintiff  shipped 
to  Milwaukee  from  Cleveland  on  November  29,  1897.  The  coal  was  shipped  on 
the  steamer  Egyptian,  which  was  burned  to  the  water’s  edge  above  Thunder 
Bay  island,  and  the  entire  cargo  was  lost. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  and  Iron  Company  has  renewed  its 
lease  of  the  lands  of  the  Girard  estate,  at  Mauch  Chunk,  upon  which  its  Bear 
Ridge  collieries  are  located.  It  is  proposed  to  strip  the  earth  from  the  Mam¬ 
moth  vein,  on  the  top  of  the  Bear  Ridge,  and  secure  the  coal  in  that  manner. 
The  Mammoth  varies  from  30  to  130  ft.  in  thickness.  There  is  a  run  of  about 
three  miles  from  Girardville  to  Gilberton,  which  is  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile 
wide. 


FOR 


MINE  OPERATORS, 
AGENTS  AND 
SALESMEN  ON  THE  ROAD 


Hyatt’s  Telegraph  Code 

IS  A  MONEY  SAVER. 

Will  save  75  per  cent  on  Telegraph  Bills. 

SECOND  EDITION  NOW  READY. 


PRICE,  $1.50. 

This  small  sum  rs  covered  in  a  very  few  telegrams. 

The  only  General  Code  ever  published  covering  Coal  and  Coke 

from  all  districts. 


For  furtlter  iuforniatiou  address  tue  compiler, 

£>-  F*.  HYiV'TTT, 

DETROIT, . MICHIGAN. 


ST.  BERNARID  COAT  CO- 

EARLINCTON,  KY. 

BEST  KENTUCKY  GOAL-LUMP  AND  CRUSHED  CDKE. 

J.W.  BRIDGMAN.  Genera.  Agent.  316  WESTERN  UNION  BLOC.,  CHICAGO 


J.  B.  cable:.  Pres.  GEO.  M.  SPACE,  Vice-Pres 

F.  L.  CHAPITIAN,  Sec.  H.  W.  C.  BOWBOIN,  Treas. 
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St.  Paul,  ITIinneapolls,  Dulntli,  minn.;  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 
...Distributing  Docks... 
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DEALEBS  IN 

ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  GOALS 

ALSO 

BEST  GRADES  OF  COKE 


THE  CELEBRATED 


SMITHING  COAL 


DAVIS  COAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY,  . 

ELK  GARDEN  BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  TKE 

Davis  Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


High  in  Carbon.  ^  l<?  I—  !  For  Ore  Smeiters,  Foundrie*^ 

Low  in  Suiphur  and  Ash.  V  and  Family  Use. 

Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont[  W,  Va. 

SMITHINC^’COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


In  the  Coal  Creek  Valley,  near  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  there  is  an  urgent  de¬ 
mand  for  miners. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Monarch  Coal  Co.,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  has  been 
placed  in  charge  of  a  receiver. 

The  output  of  coal  in  Alabama  for  the  year  up  to  September  i  was  4.108, 
351  tons.  Fifty-five  firms  are  operating. 

The  lake  shipments  of  coal  from  West  Virginia  to  the  west  and  northward 
exceeded  those  of  the  year  1897  nearly  4,000,000  tons. 

On  account  of  the  scarcity  of  cars  in  the  southern  coal  field,  coal  mines 
have  frequently  closed  down  within  the  last  two  weeks. 

The  Danville  Coal  Co.,  Louisville,  Ky.,  has  let  contracts  for  the  erection 
of  an  ice  factory,  to  be  equipped  with  ice-making  machinery  with  a  capacity  of 
eight  tons  daily. 

Eugene  A.  Smith,  State  Geologist  of  Alabama,  reports  the  production  of 
coal  for  August  527,607  tons,  and  of  coke  95.873  tons;  for  September  the  total 
was  539,380  tons  and  coke  131,658  tons. 

The  Semet-Solvay  Company,  at  Ensley  City,  Ala.,  is  putting  more  ovens 
in  blast  at  its  coke  plant  every  day  and  it  will  not  be  a  great  while  before  the 
entire  plant  will  be  in  steady  operation. 

The  mines  in  Wise  County,  Va.,  are  now  operated  under  one  management 
and  the  output  greatly  increased.  Heretofore  they  had  been  acting  independ¬ 
ently.  The  wages  now  paid  to  the  miners  are  reported  to  be  25  per  cent  less 
than  last  year. 

The  production  of  the  Pratt  mines,  Pratt  City,  Ala.,  of  the  Tennessee  Coal, 
Iron  &  Railroad  Co.,  the  largest  coal  plant  in  the  South,  is  the  greatest  in  its 
history  up  to  the  present  time,  being  for  the  eleven  months  of  this  year,  1,654,- 
633  tons.  The  production  for  the  year  will  be  1,825,000  tons,  an  increase  over 
last  year  of  100,000  tons. 

Receivers  H.  B.  Gray  andT.  C.Culverhouse,  Birrningham,  Ala.,  have  been 
appointed  receivers  of  the  Corona  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  vice  J.  H.  Bartlett,  removed 
by  order  of  court  because  interested  in  the  litigation.  They  have  made  a 
bond  of  £75,000  and  taken  charge  of  the  property  which  thus  passes  fr  m  the 
hands  of  the  English  interests  into  those  of  the  American  interests. 

The  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Appeal,  says;  “That  while  the  coal  supply  is  short, 
the  transportation  companies  are  making  a  strong  effort  to  relieve  the  situa¬ 
tion.  Apparently  the  trouble  lies  in  the  lack  of  preparation  for  handling  the 
increased  business  on  all  the  southern  railroads.  The  cold  snap  came  on  at  a 
time  when  the  freight  traffic  was  heavy — far  in  excess  of  previous  years,  and 
for  which  no  previous  provision  had  been  made. 

A  new  incorporation  is  the  Stevens  Coal  Company,  of  Acme,  W.  Va.,  for 
the  purpose  of  mining,  buying  and  selling  coal,  making  coke  and  leasing  coal 
lands  necessary  to  conduct  stid  business.  Capital  subscribed,  §100,000,  paid 
in  $50,000,  with  the  privilege  of  increasing  the  same  to  §1,000,000.  The  shares 
are  $100  each,  and  are  held  by  A.  D.  Shouk,  of  Plymouth,  Pa.,  F.  P.  Garrison, 
of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  E.  D.  Stevens,  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  Jay  S.  Stevens  and  E. 
H.  Stevens,  of  Acme,  W.  \'a. 

The  Kelly  Coal  Company,  which  operates  coal  mines  at  Portland  station, 
near  Steubenyille,  Ohio,  has  leased  the  W.  C.  Scott  farm  of  294  acres  in  Mon¬ 
roe  township  and  is  prospecting  for  coal. 

Coal  miners  in  convention  at  Philipsburg,  Pa.,  last  week  adopted  the 
following  resolution;  "  Resolved,  That  all  miners  who  are  working  below  the 
district  price  or  are  loading  coal  by  the  car,  be  notified  to  suspend  work 
December  10,  and  to  remain  idle  until  the  district  price  of  forty-five  cents  a 
gross  ton  is  paid.” 

At  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  the  demand  for  coal  occasioned  by  the  cold  snap 
has  resulted  in  a  jump  in  the  price  of  coal  of  10  cents  on  the  ton  by  local  deal¬ 
ers  and  an  advance  of  10  cents  on  the  ton  for  bituminous  coal  at  the  mines. 
The  advance  was  made  by  general  agreement,  as  no  combination  or  local  or¬ 
ganization  has  been  made  among  the  dealers  this  year  so  far.  All  the  dealers 
have  entered  the  agreement  except  the  New  Pittsburg  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

A  special  from  Cerrillos,  N.  M.,  Dec.  3,  says:  “A  coal  famine  extends 
throughout  all  of  New  Mexico,  a  good  part  of  Arizona  and  into  northwestern 
Texas.  The  situation  in  El  Paso  is  especially  hard,  as  not  only  the  private 
consumers,  but  also  the  railroads  are  suffering.  The  supply  for  the  country 
mentioned  is  brought  from  the  mires  of  Cerrillos  and  Blossburg,  N.  M.,  and 
Starkville,  Colo.  The  scarcity  is  caused  by  the  inability  of  mine  managers  to 
secure  miners." 


At  Bucklin,  Mo.,  the  Little  Pittsburg  Coal  Co.,  which  operates  the  Ligon 
mine,  is  opening  up  new  rooms  in  the  mine  and  putting  it  in  better  condition 
than  it  has  ever  been  in  before,  and  is  making  arrangements  for  other  large 
and  permanent  improvements  early  next  year.  The  present  output  is  ten 
cars  but  by  March  i,  1899,  it  will  be  increased  to  twenty-five  cars,  when  the 
entire  product  will  be  taken  by  Swift  &  Co.,  and  Nelson  Morris,  of  St.  Joseph. 

The  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  Republican  of  Dec.  5  says:  “The  Galesburg  com¬ 
panies  find  hard  work  in  securing  soft  coal,  and  it  is  said  that  one  great  reason 
for  the  deficiency  is  a  coal  famine  in  Iowa  and  Kansas.  Chicago  parties  say 
that  inquiries  for  coal  from  Illinois  are  being  received  from  the  far  west,  indi- 
dicating  a  scarcity  there.  In  Galesburg  soft  coal  is  selling  for  9  to  10  cents  a 
bushel.  Dealers  say  that  in  a  day  or  two  the  price  will  advance  to  10  cents 
straight  per  bushel.  Some  coal  is  being  received  from  the  Wataga  and  Soper- 
ville  mines,  but  not  in  large  amounts.  A  traveling  man  in  Galesburg  today 
said  that  coal  at  the  Seatonville  mine  was  selling  for  $1.60  a  ton  at  the  mine. 
There  seems  to  be  no  sign  of  change  in  the  market.” 

The  Northern  Pacific  is  making  very  extensive  improvements  at  its  yards 
near  Ninth  avenue  and  First  streets.  An  old,  unused  building  at  that  point  has 
been  removed  and  on  the  location  is  being  erected  a  plant  for  the  coaling  of 
engines.  Heretofore  this  work  has  been  done  by  hand  in  a  very  laborious 
manner.  When  the  new  plant  is  ready  for  operation  the  work  will  be  done 
entirely  by  machinery,  power  being  furnished  by  means  of  a  cable  from  an 
electric  plant.  The  coal  will  be  taken  to  the  carload  and  unloaded  into  a  pit 
35  feet  deep,  holding  from  six  to  eight  cars.  From  the  pit  it  will  be  raised  by 
means  of  bucket  elevators  to  a  series  of  hoppers  75  feet  above  the  pit,  each 
hopper  containing  sufficient  coal  to  supply  one  engine.  One  man  can  manage 
the  machinery  and  accomplish  the  work  of  five  or  six  in  the  old  way. 


NEILSON 

RED^ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

DICKSON  &  EDDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Offlce.  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Agt. 


C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

AVOCIl”  "FRANKLIN”  “LOUISE” 

(Pittston  District)  (Lackawanna  District)  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehieh  Valley  R.  R.,  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  and  their  Connections. 


MAIN  OFFICE: 
PITTSTON,  PA. 


BRANCH  OFFICE: 

29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

Moshannon  and  Cumberland  Vein  Bituiinons  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Title  Bulldine.  PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 
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FRICK 

COKE. 


H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO. 


Headquarters  for 


Post  OfTice,  PITTSBURG,  PA, 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna. 

GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  ® 

ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for 

domestic  purposes.  1 3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  ton^f  Coke. 

IW  Direct  Connections  with  all  Railroads  aoDiication. 
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MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years’ 
Service. 

1600 
Machines 
in  use. 


1.S15 
sq .  ft.  in 
9  hours. 


Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 

Best  Combination  for  Mining  Operations. 

COMBINA¬ 
TION 
RECORD: 

17  years 
continn* 
ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
double 
shift. 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY,  -  -  -  Chicago,  Illinois. 

The  ‘‘Link-Belt”  Eiectric  Chain  Breast  Machine. 


COVERED  BY  FOUR  U.  S.  PATENTS  ISSUED  AND  PENDING. 


Special  Points  of  Advantage: 

Cuts  a  perfectly  level  floor;  leaves  no  bottom  coal  for  loaders  to  take  up. 

Works  equally  well  to  right  or  left  across  room  or  entry.  Machine  cuttings  can  be 
shoveled  from  either  side. 

System  of  rollers  by  means  of  which  machine  is  easily  moved  across  face  of  room, 
thereby  greatly  increasing  capacity. 

Shortest  machine  for  length  of  undercut. 

Most  secure  and  easily-handled  rear  jack,  attached  to  machine. 

Simplest  feeding  mechanism  Less  gears  and  fewest  number  of  parts. 

Compact  “dust  and  water-proof”  iron-clad  multipolar  motor. 

Strongest  frame  and  chain,  admitting  of  using  steel  most  economically. 
Chisel-holding  device  covered  by  patents  sustained  by  Judge  Sage. 

PRICES  AND  ESTIMATES  ON  APPLICATION. 


ELECTRIC 


Power  Generators, 
Mine  Pumps, 
Locomotives, 

Drills,  Etc. 


The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co. 

Engineers-Founders-Machinists,  Chicago,  u.  s.  a. 


The  Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Company 


ELECTRIC  CHAIN  COAL  CUTTER. 


COMPLETE 


Compressed 

Air 

Coal  CottiDg 
Macbioerj. 


Electric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  Drills. 

Electric  Hhearing  Machines. 
Air  Shearing  Machines. 


Electric  Eongwall  Machines. 
Air  Eongwall  Machines. 
Electric  Locomotives. 
Electric  Pumps. 


Manufacturers  DYNAMOS  and  MOTORS. 


EQUIPIVIENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


ELECTRIC  LOCOMOTIVE. 


COLUMBUS,  ■  -  -  OHIO. 
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We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  mine  owners,  workers, 
shippers  and  agents,  if  they  will  kindly,  from  time  to  time, 
furnish  such  intelligence  as  may  be  of  public  interest  to  the 
coal  trade,  when  it  comes  under  their  notice. 


i  MARKET  REVIEW. 

V  . 

i 

^  According  to  the  Bureau  of  Coal  Statistics,  the  receipt  of  an- 
i  thracite  coal  by  lake  and  rail  at  Chicago,  from  November  i  to 
;•  November  30  last,  show  large  decrease  as  -compared  with  the 
corresponding  period  last  year,  but  the  receipts  for  the  year  to 
i  date  of  water  coal  are  still  in  excess.  Shipments  show  a  slight 

I  increase  and  for  the  year  the  increase  is  fair. 

Bituminous  coal  receipts  at  Chicago  for  the  month  of  Novetn- 
ber  have  decreased  from  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  West  Virginia,  Indi¬ 
ana  and  Illinois.  Jackson  Hill,  Wellston  and  other  coal,  except 
Hocking,  O.  C  and  Shawnee,  have  increased  during  November 
and  the  two  former  show  a  moderate  increase  for  the  year.  Re¬ 
ceipts  from  Northern  Illinois  show  a  fair  increase,  Central  Illi- 
f  nois  a  slight  increase  and  a  nominal  gain  from  the  Eastern  dis- 
^  tricts,but  the  Southern  field  shows  a  large  decrease.  Indiana 
i  block  and  bituminous  coal  have  both  decreased  in  November. 
■  Shipments  of  bituminous  coal  show  a  decrease  for  November, 
but  a  good  increase  for  the  year  to  date. 

Coke  receipts  at  Chicago  for  November  show  a  decrease  of 
over  1,000  tons  a  day  but  for  the  year  to  date  the  increase  is 
heavy.  Shipments  also  show  a  slight  decrease  but  for  the  year 
the  increase  is  very  large. 

Anthracite  coal  moves  in  a  moderate  way  only  from  first 
hands.  Throughout  the  week  and  despite  the  cold  weather, 
which  must  necessarily  cause  an  unusually  large  consumption, 
'  the  demand  is  confined  to  small  lots  of  a  few  cars  here  and  there. 
There  is,  however,  a  steady  flow  of  orders  for  chestnut,  the  scar¬ 
city  of  which  becomes  more  apparent  each  week,  as  with  few  ex¬ 
ceptions  the  anthracite  agents  have  but  meager  supplies  either  on 
'  dock  or  at  rail  yards.  There  is  little  doubt  that  most  of  the 


stocks  on  hand  either  here  or  at  Milwaukee,  will  be  less  this  sea¬ 
son  than  they  were  a  year  ago.  This  week  will  end  the  receipts 
of  water  coal  at  all  ports  on  the  great  inland  lakes.  Some  of  the 
vessels  which  steamed  out  of  Buffalo  last  week  will  not  reach 
their  destinations,  either  on  Lakes  Superior  or  Michigan,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  heavy  ice.  On  account  of  the  general  belief  that 
stocks  held  by  sales  agents  are  lighter  than  usual,  there  is  a  much 
stronger  feeling  in  the  Chicago  market  and  it  would  not  be  at  all 
surprising  if  prices  were  to  stiffen  up  and  appreciate  within  the 
next  two  weeks. 

Bituminous  coal  is  in  no  greater  supply  than  it  has  been  for 
several  weeks,  while  the  demand  has  increased  an  account  of  the 
exhaustion  of  stocks.  A  source  of  real  anxiety,  which  has  been 
gathering  force,  is  that  from  before  Christmas  to  after  New  Year’s 
the  miners,  as  a  rule,  will  not  work.  They  have  always  looked 
upon  that  interval  as  their  great  holiday  of  the  year,  and  the  sus¬ 
pension  of  work  will  mean  a  decrease  in  the  output  of  many  thou¬ 
sands  of  tons,  which  is  a  serious  matter  in  dull  times,  but  is  incom¬ 
parably  greater  with  the  demand  for  fuel  at  high  pressure  as  it  is 
just  now.  Many  large  corporations  and  railroads  have  little  or 
no  stock  of  emergency  coal,  and  this  condition  not  only  prevails 
here,  locally,  but  it  practically  embraces  the  whole  of  the  West¬ 
ern  states  from  Ohio  to  Colorado  and  has  been  brought  about,  as 
much  by  the  great  revival  in  trade  and  manufacturing  industries 
as  by  the  unexpected  advent  of  a  severe  winter.  Nearly  all,  if 
not,  indeed,  all  of  the  mining  districts  in  the  West  are  short  of 
miners,  and  in  some  of  them,  the  lack  of  a  full  complement  of 
men  seriously  effects  the  output.  Cars  are  in  somewhat  better 
supply  but  there  is  still  a  great  shortage  and  more  or  less  corn- 
plaint  from  many  of  the  coal  fields..  The  pressure  for  coal  is 
quite  as  strong  as  it  was  a  week  ago,  and  from  some  directions  it 
is  even  more  so.  The  market  grows  stronger  every  day  and  the 
prospect  for  higher  prices  is  brighter.  Not  for  a  long  time  has 
the  situation  been  so  buoyant  as  it  is  now. 

Coke,  though  in  very  fair  demand,  is  not  quite  so  active  as  it 
was  in  November,  but  orders  for  foundry  grades  are  plentiful  and 
prices  steady. 

Our  New  York  representative  reports  some  improvement  in 
the  movement  of  anthracite  coal.  Orders  now  stimulated  by  the 
colder  weather  are  sufficiently  numerous  and  heavy  enough  to 
about  absorb  all  the  freshly  mined  coal.  Consumption  of  coal  is 
large  and  as  dealers’  stocks  are  somewhat  limited,  a  steady  trade 
is  expected  for  some  time.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  vessels  the 
amount  of  anthracite  which  should  go  to  the  East  is  somewhat 
retarded  and  prices  have  advanced  25  cents  per  ton  on  account 
of  higher  ocean  freight  rate.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  situa¬ 
tion  in  anthracite  has  been  strengthened  to  some  extent  by  the 
scarcity  of  soft  coal.  Line  trade  is  good  with  a  stiong  demand 
for  chestnut.  Buying  generally  is  still  of  a  hand  to  mouth  char¬ 
acter.  The  Eastern  seaboard  soft  coal  has  greatly  improved  and 
demand  is  very  active.  Consumers  evince  much  anxiety  in 
regard  to  getting  forward  all  the  fuel  they  possibly  can;  but 
unavoidable  delays  are  experienced  both  on  land  and  on  water. 
Further  advances  in  coastwise  freights  are  expected.  Long 
Island  Sound  is  taking  considerable  coal  but  producers  are  unable 
to  fill  all  demands.  New  York  Harbor  trade  is  active  and  the 
demand  for  coal  strong.  All  rail  business  is  good.  Transporta¬ 
tion  from  mines  to  tide  is  slow  due  to  the  lack  of  motive  power. 
Car  supply  is  short  owing  to  so  many  loaded  cars  being  tied  up  at 
tide  water  points  which  cannot  be  discharged  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  vessels. 

Pittsburg  advices  are  that  continued  cold  weather  is  benefiting 
both  river  and  railroad  districts,  and  the  retail  trade  is  active. 
At  several  mines  on  the  Monongehela  strikes  are  m  progress  but 
the  most  of  them  are  at  work  and  peace  prevails,  though  some 
believe  it  is  the  quietude  which  usually  prevails  before  a  storm 

Buffalo  advices  are  that  coal  shipments  have  ceased  for  this 
season.  The  shipments  of  coal  westward  for  the  week  ending 
December  10,  aggregated  43,450  tons,  distributed  as  follows:  Chi¬ 
cago,  27,000  tons;  Milwaukee,  9,900  tons;  Gladstone,  i,000  tons, 
Manitowoc,  2,500  tons,  and  Depot  Harbor,  3,000  tons.  Freight 
rates  were  loc  per  ton.  Since  December  lO,  three  additional  cai- 
goes  aggregating  1 0,000  tons,  cleared  for  Chicago. 
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PRICES  F.  O.  B.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 

December  14,  1898. 

Broken.  Egg-  Stove.  Nut 

Companies  Free  BurniiiK 


White  Ash .  $3-6^  $3.90  $4-15  $3-90 

STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . $2. 25-^2. 50 

Buckwheat .  1.65-  2.00 

Rice .  1.30-  1.45 


AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 


White  ash . $5.00 

Pink  ash .  5.50 

Red  ash .  5.75 


Anthracite  conditions  have  not  shown  much  change  during  the  past  week. 
The  colder  climate  has  kept  up  a  stimulus  in  the  trade  and  orders  have  been 
coming  in,  in  about  sufficient  quantities  to  take  care  of  the  newly  mined  pro¬ 
duct  from  the  breakers.  The  general  outlook  for  the  winter’s  business  is  pro¬ 
pitious,  especially  so  far  as  the  weather  is  concerned,  as  from  present  indica¬ 
tions  it  would  seem  as  though  we  were  to  be  favored  with  agood  old-fashioned 
winter  which  is  making  dealers  feel  more  confident  with  the  hope  of  moving  a 
large  amount  of  coal.  The  consumption  of  coal  at  the  present  time  is  very 
large  and  owing  to  the  limited  amount  of  stocks  in  dealers’  hands  and  the 
small  tonnage  that  is  obligated  ahead  in  this  market  should  make  a  very 
steady  trade  for  some  time  to  come.  On  the  other  hand  the  companies  should 
now  be  able  to  figure  to  an  exactness  the  amount  of  coal  required  and  regulate 
the  tonnage  accordingly  as  any  slight  change  in  the  present  conditions  would 
likely  cause  an  accumulation  of  coal  at  tide  water  points.  It  is  not  likely,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  tonnage  question  will  be  taken  up  this  month  as  there  are  too 
many  fiscal  years  terminating  at  this  time.  The  far  East  is  calling  for  its 
usual  quota  of  coal,  but  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  vessels  some  of  the  business 
has  been  restricted  and  some  has  been  changed  into  other  hands  where  it  can 
be  taken  care  of  by  barges.  The  outside  ocean  freights  to  Boston  jumped  up 
to  $1.00  per  ton  and  wholesale  prices  have  been  advanced  on  this  account  25 
cents  a  ton  in  all  sizes.  No  doubt  the  situation  in  this  market  is  largely  affected 
by  the  scarcity  of  soft  coal  and  the  difficulty  of  securing  tonnage  to  forward 
same.  Line  trade  is  good  with  a  strong  demand  for  nut  coal.  Buying  gener¬ 
ally  is  still  of  a  hand  to  mouth  character  and  prices  are  unchanged  at  the  fol¬ 
lowing  figures  f.  o.  b.  New  York:  broken,  $3.10;  egg,  $3.25;  stove,  S3.60;  nut, 
^3-35-  The  steam  sizes  are  fairly  steady. 

In  the  Eastern  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  there  is  plenty  of  demand  for  coal 
which  is  brought  on  to  some  extent  by  the  cold  weather,  but  to  a  greater  ex¬ 
tent  by  the  fears  of  consumers  in  not  getting  their  coal  on  time.  The  delay 
in  transportation,  both  on  land  and  water,  is  the  chief  trouble  at  the  present 
time.  The  shortage  of  coastwise  vessels  is  still  a  prominent  feature  in  the 
trade,  and  shippers  do  not  know  which  way  to  look  for  tonnage  to  get  forward 
the  orders  on  hand.  It  is  believed  that  most  of  the  hysterical  condition  in  the 
freight  market  has  been  calmed,  and  consumers  and  shippers  are  beginning 
to  realize  what  the  booming  of  coastwise  freights  means  to  them.  Shippers 
who  had  pressing  orders  on  hand  apparently  imagined  that  vessels  could  be 
had  by  simply  offering  an  increase  in  rates,  and  in  some  instances  it  is  thought 
these  figures  equalled  the  cost  of  coal  at  shipping  ports.  There  has  been  some 
talk  in  the  trade  as  to  whether  the  supply  of  vessels  as  it  is  now  will  equal 
the  demand  in  the  busy  season,  as  it  is  stated  that  the  loss  of  coastwise 
vessels  in  the  recent  storms  has  equalled  the  vessels  built  in  eighteen  months. 
However  this  is  a  bridge  that  need  not  be  crossed  at  present,  and  with  time 
better  judgment  can  be  formed.  It  seems  to  be  the  consensus  of  opinion  that 
coastwise  freights  will  go  higher  than  they  are,  and  this  is  not  to  be  regretted, 
as  this  will  give  a  living  and  profit  to  those  in  the  trade  which  has  not  been  in 
this  trade  heretofore  of  late.  It  is  thought  that  a  great  deal  of  the  delivered 
business  has  been  closed  up,  but  there  is  yet  some  trade  of  this  character  on 
which  there  will  be  some  losses.  Trade  in  the  tar  East  is  fairly  active  though 
it  is  believed  that  consumers  in  this  territory  have  fair  stocks  of  coal  on  hand. 
Long  Island  Sound  trade  is  large,  and  the  call  from  these  points  is  such  that 
producers  are  unable  to  fill  them  with  the  present  conditions  prevailing.  New 
York  harbor  trade  is  active  and  the  demand  strong.  Producers  are  able  to 
handle  this  business  better  than  the  other  territories  on  account  of  being  able 
to  make  the  vessels  they  have  on  hand  for  this  trade  go  further,  for  reason  of 
the  shorter  trips,  and  vessels  therefore  being  able  to  be  utilized  more  frequent¬ 
ly.  This,  however,  has  brought  about  increased  rates  of  harbor  freights  of  5  to 
10  cents  which  is  large  for  this  class  of  trade.  All  rail  trade  is  good  and  a  fair 
amount  of  coal  is  going  forward  on  it. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  slow  and  the  suggestions  are  made 
that  there  is  a  lack  of  motive  power.  Car  supply  is  short  owing  to  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  cars  being  tied  up  at  tidewater  points  with  coal  in  them  for 
which  vessels  are  unable  to  be  found  in  sufficient  quantities,  and  also  that  lack 
of  vessels  has  increased  all  rail  trade  to  certain  points  which  has  taken  away 
cars  from  the  tide  business.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  ex¬ 
tremely  scarce  and  in  great  demand.  We  quote  rates  of  freight  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  Boston  and  Salem,  $1.25-1.40:  Portland  and  Portsmouth,  $1.30-1.40; 
Providence,  New  Bedford  and  the  Sound, $1.00:  Wareham,  Si. 25;  Baltimore, 
Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  10-20  cents  above  these  rates.  New  'i’^ork  harbor 
freights  from  shipping  ports  25  cents. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  Si-6oto 
S1.75  f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia,  $1-25  to  $1.  50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  $1.65  to 
$1.75  on  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  $2.10  to 
$2.20  on  higher  grades,  and  $1.60  to  $1.75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

December  12,  1898. 

There  is  a  better  feeling  manifested  in  the  trade  during  the  week,  due  to 
the  larger  consumption  of  coal  on  account  of  the  prevailing  wintry  weather. 
Producers  are  all  kept  busy  filling  the  wants  of  dealers,  which  in  most  instan¬ 
ces  are  of  an  urgent  character,  as  stocks  in  yards  are  reported  small,  and  the 
chief  trouble  seems  to  be  to  get  the  coal  forward  fast  enough.  The  line  trade 
proper  is  comparatively  the  most  active,  and  shipments  on  this  line  of  business 
have  very  materially  increased.  The  demand  is  chiefly  for  stove  and  nut  coal, 
and  owing  to  the  shortage  of  the  latter  size  in  the  market,  buyers  are  obliged 
to  pay  the  full  advanced  figures,  and  are  lucky  to  get  the  coal  at  these  prices. 
Trade  in  the  far  East  has  also  been  stimulated  by  the  cold  wave  and  calls  for 
immediate  shipments  are  now  the  usual  thing.  Shipments,  however,  in  this 
direction  have  been  rather  slow,  as  both  rail  and  water  transportation  has 
been  seriously  hampered  by  the  recent  storms  and  the  few  vessels  available 
are  asking  figures  which  are  practically  prohibitive,  and  should  the  demand 
for  vessels  continue  there  is  no  telling  how  high  rates  may  go.  Current  quo¬ 
tations  during  the  week  to  Boston,  were  from  $1.25  to  $1.50  per  ton.  In  conse¬ 
quence  of  this  jump  in  ocean  freights  the  price  in  Boston  has  been  advanced 
25  cents  a  ton  on  all  sizes  and  it  is  thought  that  many  of  the  dealers  in  this  ter¬ 
ritory  have  been  caught  short  and  are  now  compelled  to  pay  the  advance. 
The  mines  are  working  along  on  about  full  time  which  will  likely  continue 
until  the  end  of  the  year.  The  output  for  next  year,  we  understand,  is  now  be¬ 
ing  considered,  and  some  changes  will  likely  be  made  that  will  insure  a  more 
steady  market  throughout  the  year  than  has  been  the  case  in  the  past. 

The  soft  coal  trade  is  quite  active  and  the  chief  trouble  is  to  get  coal  for¬ 
ward  fast  enough.  Consumers  at  all  points  are  clamoring  for  coal  but  are  ap¬ 
parently  unable  to  get  enough  to  meet  their  most  pressing  wants.  There  are 
practically  no  vessels  in  the  market,  the  storms  having  put  out  of  commission 
most  of  them  and  those  arriving  are  obliged  to  go  into  dry  dock  for  repairs. 
This  condition  has  placed  shippers  in  rather  an  uncomfortable  position,  as 
we  understand  that  the  exigencies  of  consumers  are  such  as  to  compel  them 
to  use  other  fuels.  Those  interests  who  still  have  delivered  or  alongside  orders 
on  their  books  are  feeling  particularly  blue,  as  are  also  the  transportation  com¬ 
panies  that  have  made  contracts  to  carry  a  large  tonnage  at  figures  away  be¬ 
low  those  now  prevailing.  The  soft  coal  presidents  have  not  yet  decided  on 
through  freights  for  next  year,  and  until  this  is  settled  contracts  now  prevail¬ 
ing  will  be  obliged  to  hold  over.  All  rail  trade  continues  good.  Transporta¬ 
tion  from  mines  to  tide  is  slow,  though  there  is  not  the  complaint  heard  about 
it  there  would  be  if  vessels  were  in  better  supply.  Car  supply  is  scarce,  owing 
to  the  demand  from  other  sources  and  the  large  number  that  are  tied  up  at 
tide  water  points  waiting  for  tonnage.  Ocean  freights  have  been  bid  up  so 
feverishly  during  the  week  that  it  is  hard  to  give  quotations,  rates  ranging 
anywhere  from  $1.25  to  $1.50  to  Boston,  and  there  is  no  knowing  how  high  they 
may  go  if  the  bidding  continues. 


CONNELLSVIXLE,  PA. 

December  14,  1898. 

The  Courier  says: — “The  production  of  coke  in  the  Connellsville  region 
last  week  was  stationary  as  compared  with  the  production  for  the  week  pre¬ 
vious  and  the  same  condition  existed  in  the  shipments.  Figures  for  the  latter 
would  have  been  larger  had  the  supply  of  cars  been  adequate  at  all  points. 
There  is  some  shortage  of  stocks  in  the  West  and  several  cities  would  have  on 
hand  at  present  larger  supplies  for  the  winter  could  they  get  the  coke  in,  which 
is  only  possible  under  difficulties  in  the  face  of  the  car  famine.  The  produc¬ 
tion  of  coke  for  the  month  of  November  was  larger  than  for  any  other  month 
of  the  year,  having  been  626,301  tons,  the  next  largest  month  in  the  year  having 
been  March,  when  the  production  was  only  a  few  thousand  tons  short  of 
that  of  November.  At  this  rate  of  production  the  Connellsville  region’s  out¬ 
put  for  the  year  will  be  7,515,000  tons.” 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption,  are  as  follows: 

To  Pittsburg . $0.55  To  St.  Louis,  Mo . $2.90 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley . 1.10  ToEastSt.  Louis . 2.26 

To  Cleveland,  O . 1.40  To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

To  Buffalo,N.  Y . 1.75  To  Joliet,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 2.10  To  Peoria,  Ill . 2.26 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 1.75  To  Baltimore . 1.96 

Tb  Toledo,  O . 2.05  To  Boston . 3.50 

■K  Coluinbus,  O . 1.45  To  Montreal,  Can . 3.91 

T’o  EUwood,  Ind . 2.25  To  New  York . 2.94 

To  Louisville,  Ky . 2.75  To  Philadelphia . 2.1-5 

Tb  Chicago,  Ill . 2.25 


ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

December  14,  1898. 

There  has  been  practically  no  change  in  this  market  since  last  report  and 
everything  is  rolling  along  as  smooth  as  the  proverbial  log,  which  in  this  case 
has  no  knots  in  it. 

The  cold  weather  hangs  on  very  well  for  this  section  of  the  country  and  the 
only  redeeming  feature  from  a  consumer’s  standpoint  is  that  coal  is  cheaper 
here  this  winter  than  has  ever  been  the  case  before.  Prices  are  as  follows: 
$4.75  and  $5.00  for  broken  and  smaller  sizes  in  car  lots,  f.  o.  b.  E.  St.  Louis; 
$5.40  and  $5.65  on  track  at  switch  yards  this  side  and  by  the  time  it  reaches  the 
consumer  the  figure  paid  is  $6.25  and  $6.50. 

Bituminous  coal  has  been  in  fair  demand  for  several  months  past,  and  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  this  state  of  affairs  will  continue  for  some  time. 
One  dollar  and  one  dollar  and  ten  cents  are  the  prices  quoted  for  standard  coal 
at  East  St.  Louis,  and  the  better  grades  bring  about  25  cents  more  than 
these  figures. 

In  the  case  of  the  Citizens  Coal  Co.,  of  Springfield,  Ill.,  against  the  C.  &  A. 
railroad  for  charging  $5  for  switching  charges  in  Alton,  the  state  railroad  com¬ 
missioners  have  decided  that  it  was  $3  in  excess  of  the  rate  prescribed  in  the 
schedule  of  maximum  rates. 

The  miners  at  Mount  Vernon,  Ill.,  have  been  recently  organized  by  state 
organizer,  W.  T.  Morris  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  and  now  ask  that  they  get  the 
Springfield  scale  which  is  50  cents  and  43  cents  a  ton  respectively  for  hand  and 
machine  work.  They  now  get  40  cents  and  35  cents  a  ton  and  it  is  not  likely 
any  of  the  companies  will  make  the  advance  and  trouble  is  liable  to  occur  at 
any  time. 
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Unless  most  of  the  coal  carrying  vessels  which  were  ice-bound  in  Lake 
Erie  and  near  the  Straits  make  the  port  of  Chicago  safely  some  of  the  docks 
of  the  anthracite  companies’  agents  will  be  well  cleaned  up  on  some  sizes 
before  January.  In  any  event  there  will  be  a  serious  shortage  of  chestnut  coal. 
With  some  of  the  agents  there  is  already  a  shortage,  so  much  so  with  several 
that  outside  of  regular  customers  they  refuse  to  fill  orders.  Even  many  of 
their  best  patrons  have  only  part  of  their  demands  filled.  Despite  the  pro¬ 
longation  of  the  severe  weather  there  is  no  great  demand  for  anthracite  either 
locally  or  from  the  immediate  vicinity  ordinarily  supplied  from  Chicago.  This, 
however,  is  not  surprising,  as  most  dealers  bought  at  least  a  portion  of  the  sea¬ 
son’s  requirements  during  the  late  summer,  when  prices  were  low.  As  regards 
the  selling  figures  today,  there  is  greater  firmness,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the 
domestic  sizes  cannot  be  bought  at  less  than  $4.25  and  some  ask  more  for 
chestnut  when  that  size  only  is  ordered.  Retailers  generally  report  a  fair  vol¬ 
ume  of  coal  moving  but  in  small  lots  only,  one  or  two  or  three  tons,  the  aggre¬ 
gate  tonnage  being  quite  large.  The  retail  figures  vary  little  from  what  they 
have  been  for  months— $5.25@5. 50,  according  to  the  haul  and  the  amount 
ordered.  Some  retailers  who  have  been  selling  at  $5  ton  now  ask  more. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  scarce  and  hard  to  get  in  any  quantity. 
Some  Illinois  towns  west  of  Chicago  and  which  depend  upon  the  operators  of 
this  city  for  the  bulk  of  their  supply  of  soft  coal  are  positively  short  of  domes¬ 
tic  as  well  as  steam  coal.  A  large  dealer  in  a  town  of  about  30,000  people  about 
a  hundred  miles  west  of  here  said;  “All  the  coal  I  have  in  stock  is  a  lot  of  can- 
nel  coal  and  I  left  orders  that  if  our  steam  customers  must  have  fuel,  to  haul 
that  ”  This  merely  shows  how  great  the  existing  scarcity  of  bituminous  coal 
is  in  certain  towns.  Another  dealer  is  ordering  high  grade  coal  and  says; 
“My  customers  must  take  what  I  can  get  and  pay  the  price  or  buy  anthracite.” 
Again,  some  of  the  railroads  around  St.  Paul  are  using  Hocking  on  their  en¬ 
gines,  which  ordinarily  consume  the  cheapest  grades  of  steam  coal. 
With  the  exception  of  strike  periods,  there  has  never  been  such  a  widespread 
and  active  demand  for  coal  as  now  obtains  throughout  the  Western  country 
Consumers  in  the  city  and  suburbs  have  little  or  no  stock  to  speak  of  and  there 
is  {no  chance  to  accumulate  any  just  now.  indeed,  many  think  themselves  for¬ 
tunate  if  they  get  enough  to  run  their  plants.  There  appears  to  be  less  strin¬ 
gency  in  the  car  situation  and  at  some  of  the  shafts  and  mines  supplying  this 
city  with  coal  there  are  more  empties  in  evidence.  Wilmington  has  been  ad¬ 
vanced  to  $1.75  at  mine  and  other  coal  from  the  northern  field  of  Illinois  has 
appreciated  in  price.  Indiana  block  is  now  $1,150  at  mine  and  all  other  grades 
are  firmer.  Ohio  and  Pittsburg  coals  are  very  firm.  The  soft  coal  market  is 
strong  and  healthy. 

Coke  is  in  moderate  demand  and  prices  are  fairly  steady  in  all  foundry 

grades.  _ 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

December  13,  1898. 

Coal  men  generally  are  not  particularly  disquieted  about  the  reported  ef¬ 
fort  of  the  anthracite  companies  to  advance  prices. 

The  loss  of  many  coal  vessels  by  the  recent  storrn  has  affected  freight 
rates  materially,  and  has  thus  increased  the  cost  of  coal  in  the  east.  Prices  at 
shipping  points  are  unchanged.  Stocks  of  anthracite  coal  here  are  liberal, 
and  no  change  in  prices  made.  The  freight  rate  from  Philadelphia  is  quoted 
at  $1.25,  with  Baltimore  at  $1.50;  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  at  $1.35  @  S1.40, 
and  New  York  at  »i .  Quotations  for  stove  f.o.b.  are  $3. 75  @$3.85  at  New  York, 
with  egg  and  chestnut  at  $3.50  @  $3.60,  and  broken  at  $3.25  @  $3.35-  Lykens 
Valley  stove  is  quoted  at  $5 . 10. 

The  retail  trade  continues  good,  helped  by  the  colder  weather,  but  general 
prices  are  unchanged.  Stove  delivered  is  selling  at $5 ;  egg  and  nut  at  $4.75; 
furnace  $4.50;  pea,  $3.50;  Franklin,  $6.50;  Cumberland,  $3. 

Premiums  continued  to  be  offered  for  spot  soft  coal,  and  this  fuel  is  in 
short  stock  in  some  instances,  with  quotations  unchanged  at  first  hands. 
Prices  are;  Georges  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Philadelphia,  $1.75;  Clearfield, 
$1.25  @  $1.35;  Pocahontas  and  New  River,  f.o.b.  Norfolk  and  Newport  News, 
$1.65  @  Si.75:  Georges  Creek,  Cumberland, at  Baltimore,  $1.65. 

Pocket  prices  at  Mystic  wharf,  Salem,  and  Newburyport  for  anthracite 
coal  are  nominally  as  follows;— 

Bkn.  Egg.  stove.  Cht. 

Hard  white  ash .  4  60  4  85  5  4  75 

Free  white  ash .  4  5°  4  75  5  0°  4  75 

Shamokin  .  5  0°  5  25  4  85 

Lykens  Valley .  6  10  6  25  - 

The  receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  in  this  port  the  past  week 

and  since  Tan.  i,  compared  with  last  year,  have  been — 

— 1898 -  - 1897 — 

Week.  Year.  Week.  Year, 

Anthracite  .  3L730  1,729-176  23,500  1.814,651 

Bituminous .  33,8i7  1,635.211  21,200  1,429,66 

There  will  be  no  change  of  wages  in  the  coal  district  around  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  during  December.  The  price  paid  for  mining  coal  is  based  on  the  sell¬ 
ing  price  of  pig  iron  which  was  $7.60  per  ton  at  furnace  in  November,  There¬ 
fore,  the  price  for  mining  coal  for  the  month  of  December,  1898,  will  be;  At 
Pratt  City,  40  cents  per  ton;  Blockton,  40  cents  per  ton,  with  the  contract  al¬ 
lowance  for  coal  under  four  feet;  Blue  Creek,  30 cents  per  ton. 


WHEELING,  W.  VA. 

December  14,  1898. 

The  report  that  there  is  going  to  be  a  strike  or  a  demand  for  higher  wages 
on  the  part  of  the  coal  miners  of  West  Virginia  probably  had  its  origin  m  the 
minds  of  the  officers  and  leaders  of  the  United  Mine  Workers.  There  is  no 
truth  in  the  report,  so  far  at  least  as  any  one  either  closely  or  renaotely  con¬ 
nected  with  the  coal  trade  of  West  Virginia  knows.  Further,  there  is  no  like¬ 
lihood  that  such  a  demand  for  increased  wages,  even  if  it  were  contemplated 
by  the  miners,  would  be  made  through  or  in  connection  with  the  United  Mine 
Workers.  The  United  Mine  Workers  have  no  standing  in  this  state,  and 
they  are  not  in  position  at  this  time  to  in  any  way  influence  the  miners.  There 
are  a  few  men  in  West  Virginia  who  belong  to  the  United  Mine  Workers,  and 
who  believe  in  the  principles  laid  down  by  that  organization,  but  they  are  so 
few  that  they  are  never  heard  of.  There  are  no  conventions,  no  reports,  and 
no  local  lodges,  except  perhaps  one  or  two  small  ones,  composed  of  men  who 
are  sentimentally  favorable  to  trades  unionism,  but  who  have  no  hope  for  the 
organization  doing  them  any  good  in  this  state.  Where  there  are  any  union 
men  in  West  Virginia  worth  the  counting,  they  are  members  of  the  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Miners’  Association,  and  these  men  are  under  a  contract  for  six  months, 
entered  into  a  few  weeks  ago.  As  to  the  object  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
officers  setting  a  report  of  that  sort  into  circulation,  there  is  every  reason  for  it. 
They  know  that  with  the  West  Virginia  mines  controlling  certain  trade  be¬ 
cause  of  thieir  low  priced  production,  the  operators  in  other  states  who  think 
they  ought  to  have  a  share  of  that  trade  are  unwilling  to  again  enter  into  an 
aereement  with  the  United  Mine  Workers  unless  that  organization  can  Keep  its 
promises  made  last  January  to  bring  the  miners  of  West  Virginia  to  terms. 
Since  they  see  no  possibility  of  bringing  them  to  terms,  they  are  doing  the 
next  most  potent  thing,  and  are  attempting  to  create  the  impression  that  they 

are  going  to  make  progress.  .  -vir-v-- 

So  much  for  the  strike  reports.  In  the  meantime,  the  mines  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  continue  to  have  good  trade  all  along  the  line,  and  in  sorne  r^ions,  to 
put  out  more  coal  than  was  ever  known  before.  In  this  city,  the  advent  of 
cold  weather  has  had  a  very  inspiriting  effect.  The  retail  dealers  are  all  work¬ 
ing  up  to  capacity,  and  the  mines  that  are  depended  upon  to  supply  this 
local  demand  are  filled  with  miners,  all  making  full  time  and  a  very  fair  re¬ 
turn  for  their  labor.  The  call  for  coal  for  manufacturing  purposes  is  good  too, 
and  the  receipts  here  from  the  Wheeling  division  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
and  from  Fairmont  are  large.  The  outlook  for  a  continuance  of  the  demand 
beyond  the  first  of  the  year  is  bright,  and  the  holiday  season  among  those  who 
depend  upon  coal  will  be  one  of  the  brightest  in  several  y^rs.  ,  ,  , 

Shipments  of  coal  by  way  of  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  and  Cleveland, 
Lorain  &  Wheeling  Railroads,  from  West  Virginia  mines,  is  hardly  up  to  the 
standard  established  the  past  few  months.  There  is,  however,  a  good  demand 
for  coal  in  eastern  Ohio,  and  the  mines  over  in  that  region  are  working  nicely; 

in  fact  are  doing  better  than  for  a  year.  o  r  .  t-  ■  j  r-i  1 

The  rumors  and  reports  that  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  and  Cl^eland, 
Lorain  &  Wheeling  Railroads  were  about  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  Federal 
Steel  Co.,  or  other  large  interests  are  denied,  and  it  is  likely  that  there  will  be 
no  change  in  their  ownership  or  management.  For  the  present  these  roads 
are  doing  a  nice  business  in  coal,  and  aside  from  the  rumor  that  the  Baltirnore 
&  Ohio  wants  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie,  to  take  the  place  of  the  Pittsburg 
&  Western  as  an  outlet,  there  is  nothing  that  bears  any  stamp  of  reliability. 

There  is  a  good  steady  demand  for  coke  in  the  Wheeling  district,  and 
since  the  demand  for  pig  iron  continues  strong  enough  to  warrant  the  assur¬ 
ance  that  the  furnaces  will  continue  in  operation  until  spring  at  least,  there  is 
no  prospect  of  a  change  in  the  coke  demand.  Some  contracts  for  Connells- 
ville  coke  for  the  first  six  months  of  next  year  have  been  closed,  it  is  reported, 
and  at  figures  slightly  in  advance  of  those  now  being  paid.  .  . 

In  the  Fairmont  region,  there  is  very  little  change  in  the  situation  p  it 
has  been  reported  from  week  to  week  for  several  months.  The  mines  have 
ffood  work,  and  are  able  to  sell  their  product,  but  there  is  not  as  rnuch  busi¬ 
ness  as  the  district  could  handle.  Eastern  trade,  which  has  heretofore 
amounted  to  very  little,  is  reported  to  be  a  very  fair  proportion  of  the  total  at 
this  time,  but  it  is  not  large  enough  to  make  up  for  the  falling  off  m  western 
trade  which  has  taken  place  since  the  close  of  naviption. 

On  the  West  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg  and  Norfolk  &  Western  Rail¬ 
roads  there  is  no  change  from  the  good  conditions  reported  for  weeks.  The 
mines  are  all  working,  and  the  cokers  are  well  employed.  ^  • 

In  the  Kanawha  and  New  River  valleys,  there  is  moderate  trade  and  im- 
nrovements  apparent.  The  decision  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railroad  to 
reform  its  freight  traffic  methods  promises  to  be  a  matter  of  importance  to  the 
coal  trade  of  those  two  regions.  River  mines  in  the  Kanawha  region  are  do¬ 
ing  a  fair  business,  principally  preparing  for  the  next  rise  which  will  let  coal 
out  to  the  southern  markets. 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

December  10,  1898. 

During  the  week  there  have  been  six  arrivals  of  coal  from  Washington  with 
1 8,030  tons,  two  from  Oregon  i  ,ogo  tons,  one  from  British  Columbia  2,500  tons,  one 
from  Swansea  3,228  tons;  total,  24,858  tons.  The  total  foreign  coal  which  can 
arrive  this  year  only  foots  up  about  16,000  tons,  clearly  demonstrating  we  must 
look  to  the  Coast  collieries  for  our  supplies  this  winter,  and  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1899-this  is  assured.  The  light  shipments  this  year  of  foreign 
coals  have  been  mainly  attributed  to  our  lack  of  material  to  furnish  vessels 
with  outward  cargoes,  mainly  wheat.  Never  in  the  history  of  our  State  have 
incoming  foreign  vessels  delivered  their  cargoes  here,  and  been  obliged  to  go 
north  seeking  grain  charters.  A  repetition  of  this  next  year  would  produce 
serious  financial  disaster  to  grain  raisers  and  gram  shippers  here.  The  light 
rainfall  to  date  this  season  has  caused  the  maintenance  of  high  figures  for 
coal  as  shipowners  are  prudently  avoiding  San  Francisco,  and  can  only  be 
induced  to  charter  for  coal  at  extreme  rates.  A  soaking  rain  storm  within  the 
next  1 5  days  would  gladden  every  farmer’s  and  merchant’s  heart  in  California. 
We  want  three  inches  to  fall  before  New  Year’s,  all  through  the  interior,  then 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  contracting  coal  deliveries  at  a  material  decline 
on  present  asking  figures. 


686 


The  Black  Diamond. 


[December  17 


PITTSBURG,  PA., 

December  15,  1898. 

The  coal  trade  in  the  Pittsburg  district  is  now  being  benefited  consider¬ 
ably  by  the  continued  cold  weather.  For  several  weeks  past  the  cold  snap 
has  greatly  increased  the  coal  consumption,  and  retail  dealers  are  doing 
more  business.  Moreover,  the  railroad  coal  producers  are  having  an  inning 
with  the  milltrade.  The  rivers  have  not  closed  up  completely,  but  there  is 
sufficient  ice  to  retard  the  delivery  of  fuel  to  the  mills  in  flats.  The  Monon- 
gahela  operators  control  the  bulk  of  the  mill  trade,  but  when  navigation  is 
impeded  the  railroad  mines  are  called  upon  for  coal.  And  this  year  the 
activity  among  the  mills  is  such  that  they  cannot  wait  on  fuel,  hence  the 
railroad  coal  men  are  hoping  for  continued  cold  weather.  To  further  help 
their  trade  a  bursted  gas  main  for  several  days  kept  coal  flats  from  deliver¬ 
ing  to  the  mills  along  the  Allegheny  river. 

The  situation  on  the  Monongahela  remains  about  as  it  was  at  last  report. 
There  are  plenty  of  empties  in  the  pools  but  the  ice  is  interfering  somewhat 
with  tipple  operations.  So  far  as  labor  troubles  are  concerned,  the  district  in 
general  is  at  peace,  but  those  who  ought  to  know  say  it  is  the  calm  that  pre¬ 
cedes  the  storm.  At  a  few  mines  the  men  say  that  diggers  are  being  dis¬ 
charged  without  cause  and  the  union  officers  are  asked  to  investigate.  At 
several  other  mines  the  strike  declared  some  time  ago  continues,  and  the 
strikers  are  following  their  old  marching  tactics. 

The  Pittsburg  &  Chicago  Gas  Coal  Co.  report  a  very  good  business  at 
present.  In  the  office  of  this  company  it  is  stated  that  the  car  supply  is  better 
now  that  the  lake  shipping  season  is  closed. 

An  official  of  the  Robbins  Coal  Company,  one  of  the  largest  concerns  oper¬ 
ating  in  the  Pan  Handle  district,  in  a  talk  with  your  correspondent,  said, 
‘•The  trade  is  fairly  good,  considering  all  the  circumstances.  Of  course  the 
one  great  trouble  still  remains.  There  is  too  much  coal  taken  out.  The  sup¬ 
ply  is  away  ahead  of  the  demand.  It  would  not  take  more  than  40  per  cent  of 
the  present  capacity  to  fully  supply  the  trade.  If  60  per  cent  of  the  mines 
would  close  down  the  remainder  would  have  steady  work, but  prices  would  not 
advance.  We  have  more  business  than  money,  arid  the  growing  tendency  of 
the  coal  trade  is  to  squeeze  out  the  middlemen  and  push  the  smaller  pro¬ 
ducers.  This  condition  is  hardly  a  good  one,  but  we  have  to  face  it.  Although 
lake  shipments  have  closed,  the  railroad  mines  are  getting  a  fair  share  of  the 
local  trade,  and  are  being  kept  moderately  busy.” 

Prices  remain  as  they  were  at  last  report,  but  the  cold  weather  makes  them 
firmer.  River  coal  is  still  selling  at  2'Ac  per  bushel  for  lump,  2>^c  for  run  of 
mine,  and  2%c  for  slack.  For  railroad  coal  $.82  per  ton  is  still  the  figure  at 
mine,  and  S1.07  f.  o.  b.  Pittsburg. 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

December  15,  1898. 

Cincinnati  is  just  now  having  a  spell  of  real  winter.  The  river  is  full 
of  ice,  and  the  river  coal  dealers  are  already  getting  scared  at  the  prospect 
of  a  freeze-up.  Some  of  them  have  large  quantities  of  coal  stored  on  their 
yards,  but  the  aggregate  quantity  is  much  smaller  than  formerly.  With 
zero  weather  and  the  river  full  of  ice,  making  the  handling  of  barges  quite 
expensive  and  dangerous,  it  is  but  natural  that  the  dealer  thinks  of  possible 
higher  prices,  and  there  is  now  a  well  defined  movement  to  raise  the  retail 
price  twenty-five  cents  a  ton,  making  it  $2.50  delivered.  Business  has  been 
good  all  week.  The  rail  dealers  report  orders  quite  plentiful,  and  prices 
fair,  but  cars  very  scarce.  Railroad  coal  is  worth  $1.75  a  ton  here,  and 
that  price  plus  the  freight  rate  at  points  throughout  the  interior.  The 
wholesale  market  took  a  spurt  the  other  day,  and  considerable  coal  changed 
hands  at  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  barges  and  coalboats,  after  which  the 
sellers  put  up  the  price  to  5  cents,  which  stopped  the  buying. 

Nut  and  slack  is  a  drug  on  the  market  at  3X  cents  a  bushel  for  the 
best  Pittsburg.  Anthracite  is  selling  fairly  well  at  $6.00  a  ton  delivered.  It 
is  thought  that  the  river  will  not  freeze  over  now,  as  warmer  weather  is  pre¬ 
dicted,  but  just  now  navigation  is  suspended  to  all  points  on  the  river. 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

December  15,  1898. 

Coal  shipments  from  this  port  for  the  season  of  1898  are  now  concluded. 
The  shipments  for  the  week  ending  December  loth,  aggregated  43,450  tons, 
distributed  as  follows:  Chicago  27,000  tons,  Milwaukee  9,900  tons,  Gladstone 
1000,  Manitowoc  2500  tons.  Depot  Harbor  3000  tons. 

Freight  rates  to  Chicago  and  Milwaukee  were  40c  per  ton. 

Since  December  loth,  three  additional  cargoes,  aggregating  10,000  tons, 
have  cleared  for  Chicago,  a  id  no  mire  coal  will  be  shipped  by  lake  this 
season. 

The  total  shipments  from  this  port  for  the  season  of  1898,  were  2,448,443 
tons,  an  increase  of  114,114  tons  over  the  season  of  1897.  The  distribution  ot 
this  year’s  shipments  was  as  follows; 

Chicago,  1,064,259;  Milwaukee,  528,995;  Duluth,  305,258;  Superlor,21 1,812- 
Toledo,  67,990;  Green  Bay,  29,240;  Gladstone,  34,000;  Racine,  28,780;  Ke¬ 
nosha,  7,5‘20:  E.  Saginaw,  3,9‘20;  Bay  City,  1‘2,050;  Perry  Sound,  4,550;  Lake 
Linden,  29,873;  Sault  Ste  Marie, ‘2,160;  Port  Huron, 4,700;  Ashland,  10,550; 
Manitowoc,  23,750;  Depot  Harbor,  10,950;  Pequaming,  100;  Marinette,  1  604- 
Port  Calborne,  1,060;  Alpena.  125;  Grand  Marais,  45U;  Bying  Inlet, ‘260- ' De¬ 
troit,  600;  Seymour,  400;  Escanaba,  1,000;  Cheboygan,  700;  Marine  City’ 650; 
Manistique,  1,500;  St.  Ignace,  400;  Menominee,  1,250;  Amherstberg,  975- 
Washburn,  3,450;  Grand  Haven,  700;  Algonia,  300;  Ft.  William,  16,400-  Mar- 
(luette,  13.400;  Pt.  Stanley,  1,467;  Benton  Harbor.  900;  Houghton,  2,225;  Pt 
Arthur,  3,392;  St  Josephs,  800;  Sheboygan,  10,100;  Hancock,  3,700;  St.  Clair, 
888;  Portage,  7,660;  Waukeegan,  1,000;  Pt.  Clinton,  600;  Sarnia,  800.  Total 
2,44S,443.  * 

Shipments  of  coal  for  season  of  1897  were  2,334,329,  making  an  increase  of 
114,114  tons  for  season  1898. 

^  \\'illiams,  in  the  coal  and  lumber  business  in  Newton, 
N.  Y.,  are  making  extensive  improvements  on  their  property. 


ST.  PAUL  AND  MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 

December  15,  1898. 

The  anthracite  trade  at  this  point  is  in  very  good  condition  and  a  steady 
demand  from  consumers  have  strengthened  considerably.  Some  firms  are 
still  talking  shortage,  but  this  topic  is  being  forced  to  the  background  and  will 
probably  remain  there  for  a  month  or  so  at  least.  The  advance  of  the  3d 
which  brought  the  price  of  hard  coal  up  to  $6.50  is  being  strictly  demanded, 
and  there  seems  to  be  no  inclination  to  sell  below  that  point,  which  is  some¬ 
thing  unusual,  to  say  the  least. 

liituminous  coal  is  also  in  very  good  shape  and  the  advance  of  loc  a  ton 
on  the  docks  made  on  the  5th,  has  brought  screened  lump  up  to  $2.50,  with  no 
shaving  of  that  figure. 

The  shortage  of  cars  is  still  felt  acutely  but  is  improving  right  along. 

The  following  dispatch  from  a  South  Dakota  correspondent  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  prove  interesting  to  dealers  who  are  wondering  why  the  demand  from 
that  state  has  not  been  as  brisk  as  usual: 

“The  biggest  corn  crop  that  this  state  has  ever  harvested  is  now  under 
cover.  Owing  to  its  low  price  and  the  great  quantities  grown  many  are  using 
It  for  fuel,  burning  it  in  both  cooking  and  heating  stoves,  especially  those  liv¬ 
ing  a  long  distance  from  market.  Corn  makes  a  very  hot  fire,  is  clean  to 
handle,  makes  very  little  litter  and  ashes,  all  of  which  commends  it  for  use  as 
a  fuel,  although  it  does  seem  a  pity  to  see  the  mammoth  yellow  ears  put  into 
the  stove.  In  fact,  corn  makes  so  intense  a  heat  that  it  burns  out  the  stoves  in 
a  short  time,  which  is  its  only  drawback  as  a  fuel.  A  history  of  the  various 
kinds  of  fuels  used  by  the  settlers  of  this  Western  country,  where  wood  is  un¬ 
attainable  and  coal  so  expensive,  would  make  a  long  story.  In  the  very  first 
years  hay  was  most  generally  burned  by  the  pioneers— hay  ‘twists.’ 

“These  twists  were  about  the  size  of  an  ordinary  stick  of  stove  wood.  To 
rnake  them  rapidly  and  of  the  proper  tightness  to  burn— if  made  too  loose  they 
flicker  away,  and  if  too  tight  will  not  burn  —is  in  itself  quite  an  art,  and  one  that 
once  learned  is  never  forgotten.  Any  old-timer  will  take  a  handful  of  long  hay, 
give  it  a  couple  of  turns  and  a  twist,  and  throw  out  the  twists  with  a  rapidity 
that  would  astonish  the  beholder.  Later  came  the  hay  and  straw  burner  or 
boilers,  being, as  the  name  indicates,  large  sheet-iron  boilers  the  size  of  an  or¬ 
dinary  washing  boiler,  only  about  twice  as  deep.  They  were  filled  with  hay  or 
straw,  tightly  pressed  in,  and  turned  over  the  fire-place  of  the  cook  stove. 
They  gave  a  good  hea.t,  and,  as  they  would  burn  a  half  hour  without  refilling, 
were  somewhat  of  an  improvement  on  the  twist. 

Drought  continued  year  after  year,  however,  until  it  became  a  task  to  even 
furnish  the  hay  or  straw,  or  other  material,  to  burn  in  the  boilers.  Then  came 
the  inventor,  mothered  by  necessity,  with  the  original  idea  of  burning  “buffalo 
chips,”  variously  called  “cow  chips,”  “prairie  gasoline,”  “native  coal,”  etc. 


STRAY  WING  NOTES. 

The  Courier-Herald,  Saginaw,  Mich.,  says:  “One  year  ago  there  was  just 
one  coal  mine  in  operation  in  Saginaw  county.  There  were  plenty  of  kickers 
who  said  there  was  not  much  coal  here  and  that  the  industry  would  never  be 
of  material  benefit  to  the  city.  The  Courier-Herald  knew  better,  and  one 
morning  it  came  out  with  a  double-leaded  article  booming  the  coal  industry. 
It  was  scoffed  at  by  some,  and  endorsed  by  others,  but  the  lead  taken  was  per¬ 
sistently  followed,  and  very  soon  capitalists  and  coal  experts  from  other  states 
began  to  flock  in,  and  they  have  been  coming  here  ever  since.  More  than 
$250,000  has  been  expended  in  the  development  of  this  industry  in  Saginaw 
county  during  the  last  twelve  months.  Today  there  are  five  coal  mines  in  ac¬ 
tive  operation  in  Saginaw  county.  Three  shafts  are  now  being  put  down  for 
new  mines,  and  before  May  i,  next,  seven  more  shafts  for  coal  mines  will  be 
in  progress  in  Saginaw  county.  These  mines  will  give  steady  work  the  year 
through  to  from  75  to  200  men  each, 

* 

;ic 

Mr.  George  H.  Parrish  died  December  12,  1898,  at  Wilkes-Barre,  aged 
79  years  and  7  months,  in  which  city  he  was  born.  May  15,  1819. 

For  maay  years  Mr.  Parrish  was  general  superintendent  of  the  Lehigh  & 
Wilkes  Barre  Coal  Co  ,  when  his  brother  Charles  was  the  head  and  directing 
influence  of  that  large  concern.  In  1881  Mr.  Parrish,  in  conjunction  with  his 
son,  Frederick  Brown  Parrish,  now  deceased,  and  Morgan  B.  Williams,  orgaa- 
ized  the  Red  Ash  Coal  Co.,  of  which  he  was  elected  president.  Mr,  Parrish 
was  also  interested  in  the  Hillman  Vein  Coal  Co.  But  though  his  interests  in 
coal  took  up  such  a  large  part  of  his  business  life,  his  labor  and  attention 
were  by  ro  means  confined  to  that  industry.  He  was  one  of  the  prime  movers 
in  organizing  the  electric  light  company  of  this  city  and  was  als")  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Pittston  Engine  Machine  Co.,  which  afterward  consolidated 
with  the  Vulcan  Iron  Works  of  this  city.  Mr.  Parrish,  during  his  younger  and 
more  vigorous  days,  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  municipal  affairs  and  always 
worked  hard  and  faithfully  for  the  advancement  and  welfare  of  the  city.  For 
some  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  city  council  and  he  proved  a  valuable 
and  capable  official.  Deceased  was  married  Dec.  23,  1845.  to  Charllotte  M. 
Brown,  who  died  nearly  eight  years  ago.  Mr.  Parrish  is  survived  by  three 
sons  and  two  daughters. 


The  Birmingham,  Ala.,  News  states  that  C.  D.  Smith  &  Co.  are  hurrying 
the  building  of  the  coal  road  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  from  Winfield  to 
the  Marion  county  coal  mines  that  are  now  being  operated  by  T.  H.  Aldrich 
&  Co.  for  the  Illinois  Central  and  the  Mississippi  X'alley  Coal  Company.  The 
road  will  be  completed,  as  far  as  Messrs.  Smith  are  concerned,  by  January  15, 
and  Mr.  Aldrich  expects  to  be  mining  500  tons  of  coal  by  February  15. 


No.  25.] 


TThe  Black  Diamond 


687 


ON  THE  WING.  I 


Mr.  Ira  D.  Marston,  Kearney,  Neb.,  has,  it  is  stated,  negotiated  for  the 
purchase  of  a  coal  mining  property  at  Weir  City,  Kan. 


Anthracite  coal  in  New  York  was  advanced  25  cents  per  ton  by  the  heavi¬ 
est  producing  company,  which  brings  stove  size  up  to  $4  per  ton. 


* 


All  operators  in  the  Indiana  block  coal  field  have  notified  their  customers 
and  the  trade  generally  that  the  price  has  been  advanced  ten  cents  per  ton. 


* 


The  1,000  steel  coal  cars  of  100,000  pounds  capacity  which  were  ordered 
by  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  some  time  ago  will  be  ready  for  delivery  by  the  first 
of  the  year. 


* 

*  * 


Mr.  C.  H.  Bromley,  formerly  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  has  accepted  a  position 
as  salesagent  for  the  Saginaw  Coal  Co.,  and  Pere  Marquette  Coal  Co.,  with 
headquarters  at  Saginaw,  Mich. 


*  ♦ 


Charles  C.  Benner  has  been  appointed  receiver  of  the  Chapin  Coal  & 
Transfer  Company,  Akron,  Ohio.  The  bond  was  fixed  at  $1,000.  He  is  au¬ 
thorized  to  carry  on  the  business. 


*  _ 
*  * 


The  shipments  of  coal  out  of  Duluth  during  November  are  said  to  have 
been  larger  than  the  receipts.  It  is  estimated  that  little  if  any  hard  coal  will 
remain  on  the  docks  next  spring. 


* 

*  * 


Mr.  Geo.  N.  Knox,  who  has  just  returned  from  a  trip  throughout  the  East, 
reports  an  active  trade  in  soft  coal  in  this  territory,  and  believes  that  a  steady 

business  can  be  looked  for  throughout  the  season. 

* 

A  new  Illinois  corporation  is  the  Illinois  Mine  Managers’  and  Fire  Bosses’ 
Mutual  Aid  Association,  at  Springfield;  without  capital,  for  mutual  aid.  In¬ 
corporators— David  Ross,  William  Scaife,  James  Taylor. 

.  ^ 

*  * 

Mr.  Sam.  Peters  of  the  firm  of  Williams  &  Peters,  New  York,  left  for 
Chicago  and  the  West  on  the  14th  inst.  Mr.  Peters’  trip  is  entirely  of  a  business 

character  in  connection  with  their  large  coal  interests. 

* 

*  * 

A  special  from  Scranton,  Pa.,  states  that  George  Parrish,  president  of  the 
Red  Ash  Coal  Co.,  builder  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad  and  in¬ 
terested  in  several  others,  died  in  that  city  December  10,  1898. 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  John  F.  Ream,  Beacon,  la.,  who  is  an  official  of  the  Mine  Workers 
Union,  has  sent  a  circular  to  the  coal  operators  of  Iowa,  inviting  them  to  meet 
the  miners  of  the  state  in  convention  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  January  17. 

*  * 

Mr.  J.  W.  Skeele,  general  Western  and  special  sales  agent  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  has  just  returned  from  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  to  which 
city  he  had  been  called  by  the  death  of  his  mother,  Mrs.  William  Skeele. 

*  * 

The  Adams  Coal  Co.,  355  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  are  sole  agents  for  the 
distribution  and  sale  of  Sunday  Creek  No.  12  Hocking.  The  strongest  testi¬ 
monials  are  given  as  to  its  merits  as  a  “trade  getter”  and  a  "trade  holder.” 

On  another  page  will  be  found  correspondence  from  several  fire  chiefs  at 
lake  ports  as  to  the  best  methods  of  handling  fires  in  coal  piles  on  docks.  This 
wili  have  more  especial  interest  to  the  dock  companies  at  the  head  of  the  lakes. 

*  * 

It  is  reported  that  the  Eastern  lines  have  withdrawn  all  through  freight 
rates  except  to  Chicago  and  Joliet  which  remains  at  $1.75,  in  effect  December 
18,  1898.  This  probably  means  a  general  stiffening  in  coal  rates  from  Eastern 
points. 

*** 

Mr.  Chas.  H.  Schilling,  for  many  years  head  of  the  coal  firm  of  C .  H 
Schilling  &  Son,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  died  at  his  home  there  December  12, 
1898.  Heissurvived  by  his  widow  and  two  children,  Harry  J.  and  Minnie  M. 
Schilling. 

* 

*  * 

A  Des  Moines  letter  states  that  Mr.  J.  M.  Cristy,  the  prominent  coal  opera¬ 
tor  of  Iowa,  who  was  recently  severely  injured  while  driving  his  sleigh  is  im¬ 
proving,  and  his  physicians  say  that  his  ultimate  recovery  is  only  a  question 
of  time. 

Georges  Creek  coal  is  reported  having  sold  at  $2.40  per  ton  f.  o.  b.,  Perth 
Amboy  during  the  week.  This  shows  the  condition  that  exists,  there  being 
practically  no  coal  on  hand  at  any  of  the  shipping  ports,  with  a  heavy  demand 
from  all  sources. 


Mr.  H.  B.  Adams,  the  well  known  coal  man  of  Aurora,  was  in  the  Garden 
City  this  week  with  a  new  story.  It  happened  that  where  he  told  it,  it  was 
^n  old  chestnut  (coal).  If  (jiiestioned  categorically  Mr.  Adams  might  be 
induced  to  explain. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Wallbaum,  a  prominent  coal  merchant  of  Galesburg,  Ill., 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  buying  Christmas  presents 
and  incidentally  looking  up  coal  matters.  Commercial  coal  he  discovered  to 
be  a  mighty  scarce  article. 

* 

«  3k 

At  the  new  works  of  the  American  Fuel  Co.,  Stohl,  Mo.,  75  miles  west  of 
Quincy,  Ill.,  25  long  wall  coal  miners  are  wanted.  The  coal  is  42  inches  thick. 
Steady  work  is  guaranteed  the  year  around  at  70  cents  per  ton,  mine  run.  Mr. 
W.  E.  Merlin  is  superintendent. 

3k 

3k 

Mr.  Henry  Giffin,  Keene,  N.  H.,  is  extending  his  coal  business,  which,  be¬ 
sides  the  local  trade,  includes  the  agency  for  the  sale  of  the  Ontario  &  West¬ 
ern  railroad  company’s  coal  in  all  cities  and  towns  on  the  Fitchburg  and  Bos¬ 
ton  &  Maine  railroads,  so  far  as  they  can  be  reached  by  all  rail. 

ik 

3k  * 

Operators  interested  in  the  mining  in  West  Virginia  should  not  fail  to 
read  what  our  correspondent  has  to  say  about  the  situation  as  regards  the  min¬ 
ers  in  the  “Mountain  State,”  as  it  will  be  likely  to  form  one  of  the  main  topics 
of  discussion  at  the  Pittsburg  Convention  on  January  17,  1899. 

3k 

3k  3k 

It  is  stated  that  the  old  City  Hall  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  has  been  secured  for 
the  joint  convention  of  operators  and  miners  to  be  held  in  that  city,  January 
17,  1899.  Fully  one  thousand  miners’  delegates  will  be  in  attendance,  and  the 
convention  will  be  the  largest  ever  held  by  the  Miners  Union. 

* 

:k  :k 

The  charities  contract  of  New  York  City  was  awarded  to  Joseph  K. 
Wells  at  $3  19  per  ton  and  not  J  is.  K.  Wells,  as  appeared  in  our  last  issue. 
Mr.  Wells  also  got  the  Qieen's  Borough  water  works  contract,  which  was 
awarded  on  the  12th  instant.  This  contract  calls  for  5,000  tons  pea  and  egg 
coal. 

3k 

■k 

Mr.  H.  M.  Senseney,  the  veteran  coal  operator  of  Bloomington,  Ill.,  was  in 
Chicago  this  week  looking  well  and  hearty.  He  said:— “Yes,  I  have  plenty  of 
coal  at  present,  don’t  know  how  long  it  will  last  though.  I  am  working  two 
mines  and  the  only  trouble  I  find  is,  that  current  demand  greatly  exceeds  their 
capacity.” 

*  * 

Mr.  Robert  P.  Porter,  the  United  States  Special  Commissioner  to  Cuba,  ex¬ 
presses  the  opinion  that  coil  should  be  admitted  into  the  island  duty  free  for 
some  time  in  order  that  the  valuable  timber  which  is  now  used  for  firewood 
might  be  saved.  This  is  sound  economic  teaching  from  one  whose  tariff  ortho¬ 
doxy  is  unquestionable. 

Mr.  Chas.  B.  Niblock,  president  of  the  Brazil  Block  Coal  Co.,  355  Dearborn 
street,  Chicago,  says:  “We  are  short  of  miners  in  the  Indiana  block  coal  field 
and  could  use  a  large  number  of  men  if  we  could  get  them.”  As  probably 
most  of  our  readers  know,  Indiana  block  coal  is  now  held  at  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  mine 

or  $2.20  Chicago — an  advance  of  10  cents  per  ton. 

* 

3k  * 

Mr.  F.  E.  Loomis,  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  late  superintendent  of  the  Tioga  division 
of  the  Erie  Railroad,  has  been  appointed  General  Superintendent  of  the  New 
York,  Susquehanna  &  Western  Railroad  and  of  the  Wilkesbarre  &  Erie  Rail¬ 
road.  Superintendent  McKelvey  resigned,  and  has  been  made  General  Man¬ 
ager  of  the  Erie  Railroad  anthracite  interests  in  Pennsylvania. 

^3k 

3k  * 

A  correspondent  at  Bloomington  writes  that  there  is  a  rush  of  freight  traf¬ 
fic  on  the  Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.,  and  the  shortage  of  coal  is  being  severely 
felt.  The  general  shops  of  the  road  in  that  city  are  now  being  worked  to  their 
utmost  capacity.  Over  a  hundred  additional  mechanics  went  to  work  in  them 
this  week,  and  the  time  has  been  increased  from  eight  to  nine  hours. 

k 

k  k 

Mr.  H.  C.  Adams,  president  of  the  Adams  Coat  Co.,  355  Dearborn  street, 
Chicago,  returned  on  Wednesday  A..\i.this  week  from  Buffalo  and  reports  that 
a  vast  amount  of  freight  was  tied  up  in  that  city  unable  to  get  out  and  make 
headway  on  account  of  the  heavy  fall  of  snow.  At  nearly  all  important  points 
in  the  East  there  is  a  congestion  of  freight  due  to  the  severe  weather 
and  snow. 

k  w 

A  dispatch  says:  “The  presidents  of  the  coal  carrying  roads  having  re¬ 
fused  to  hold  a  conference  with  representatives  of  the  Anthracite  Business 
Men’s  Association  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  agreement  respecting 
alleged  exorbitant  rates  on  anthracite  coal  from  the  mines  to  market,  the  asso¬ 
ciation  will  now  proceed  legally  under  the  inter-state  commerce  law  to  secure 
an  adjustment.” 


I 


688 


The  Black  Diamond. 


[December  17 


The  ideal  railway  service  track,  cars,  tram  and  everything  which  combines 
to  make  travel  not  only  agreeable  but  actually  pleasant,  is  to  be  found  on  the 
Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  between  Chicago,  Peoria  and  Springfield.  These  trains 
are  Pullman  \’estibuled  coaches  which  for  comfort  are  unexcelled,  while  the 
track  is  in  the  best  of  condition  permitting  perfect  enjoyment  in  conversation 
or  reading. 


* 

*  * 


Upon  intjuiry  at  the  offices  of  the  Pennsylvania  &  Ohio  Fuel  Co.,  and  the 
Turney  &  Jones  Co.,  355  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  it  is  understood  that  the 
delay  in  the  presentation  of  the  statement  of  affairs  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
receivers  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  fair  appraisement  of  the  docks.  It  is 
expected  this  will  be  ready  early  in  the  coming  week  at  which  time  a  complete 
statement  will  be  made  to  the  creditors. 


♦ 

*  * 


The  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Western  Railway  club  will  be  called 
to  order  at  2  p.  m.,  December  20,  in  the  Auditorium  Hotel.  The  paper  to 
be  presented  and  discussed  is  entitled  “Tests  of  Coal  for  Locomotives,”  and 
is  by  William  Garstang.  The  subject  proposed  for  discussion  is:  “What 
Style  of  Grate  Are  You  Using  in  Locomotive  Fireboxes  When  Furnishing 
Coal  Similar  in  Quality  to  Illinois  or  Iowa  Coal?” 


*  * 

A  cable  dispatch  from  London,  Eng.,  says;  That  the  proposal  for  a  com¬ 
bination  of  the  coal  owners  has  been  approved  by  a  large  majority  of  the  min¬ 
eral  companies  in  the  north.  “This,”  the  dispatch  says,  “is  an  advance  toward 
consolidation.  The  comprehensive  interests  involved  make  this  one  of  the 
most  important  business  arrangements  of  the  year,  and  one  which  should 
strengthen  the  hands  of  the  coal  owners  immeasurably.” 

*  )|( 

It  is  reported  that  Mr.  John  Keller,  manager  of  the  East  Massillon  Coal  Co., 
Massillon,  O.,  and  the  proprietor  of  a  mine  isdisposingof  his  property,  prepara¬ 
tory  to  leaving  for  the  Klondike.  Mr.  Keller's  brother  recently  returned  from 
Alaska,  after  spending  three  years  there,  and  he  brought  with  him  the 
etiuivalent  of  $30,000.  He  left  Massillon  several  days  ago  for  Portland, 
Ore.,  where  he  will  await  his  brother,  who  will  leave  Massillon  about 
January  i, 

* 

*  * 

J.  D.  Sauters  &  Co.,  Cuyahoga  Building,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  miners  and 
shippers  of  Pittsburg  steam  coal,  are  sending  to  their  patrons  and  friends  in 
the  coal  trade,  a  very  neat  desk  calendar  for  iSgg.  It  is  made  of  leather,  hand¬ 
somely  stamped  and  provided  with  a  hinge-back.  There  are  three  calendar 
cards  with  four  months  on  each,  which  are  contained  in  a  pocket  at  back  and 
merely  required  to  be  charged  monthly.  This  is  the  kind  of  calendar  which  is 
sure  to  be  valued  and  preserved. 

* 

♦  * 

Consul  Skinner  at  Marseilles,  France,  has  informed  the  state  department 
that  if  American  coal  companies  can  supply  the  right  kind  of  coal  at  the  right 
price — namely,  at  about  $7-72  per  ton  delivered  into  the  coal  bunkers  at  Mar¬ 
seilles — they  have  before  them  the  opportunity  for  a  new  and  important  mar¬ 
ket.  The  consul  says  that  what  is  desired  is  a  coal  resembling  the  best  Welsh 
not  more  than  i  to  7  per  cent  ash,  developing  8,000  to  8,500  calorific  power  and 
containing  the  least  volatile  matter. 

♦ 

Mr.  C.  W.  Campbell,  general  sales  agent  of  the  New  Kentucky  Coal 
Co.,  Marquette  building,  Chicago,  informs  us  that:  ‘‘On  account  of  the  great 
scarcity  of  coal  we  are  not  allowing  our  salesmen  to  take  any  new  trade  but 
are  taking  care  of  all  of  our  old  customers.”  During  the  coming  week  the 
New  Kentucky  Coal  Co.  expects  to  remove  its  offices  from  the  Marquette 
building  to  the  seventh  floor  of  the  Fisher  building,  where  they  have  secured 
more  commodious  quarters  for  their  growing  business. 

* 

*  * 

Messrs.  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  have  displayed  their  usual  good  taste 
in  getting  up  their  calendar  for  the  year  1899.  The  attractive  feature  of  this 
calendar  is  that  it  is  gotten  up  in  Ihe  form  of  a  folder  with  a  separate  sheet 
for  each  week  in  the  year  which  are  ruled  in  two  colors,  allowing  ample  space 
for  daily  memoranda.  The  calendar  is  handsomely  bound  in  leather  with  the 
firm’s  name  printed  in  silver  letters  on  the  front  cover.  These  gentlemen  are 
to  be  complimented  on  the  beauty  and  usefulness  of  this  souvenir. 

* 

*  * 

The  meeting  of  the  Steamship  Bunkering  Association  held  in  New  York 
last  week  was  probably  not  as  satisfactory  as  might  have  been  desired  owing 
to  the  action  of  certain  members,  though  no  doubt  it  is  better  to  have  the 
difficulties  to  face  on  the  start  than  to  find  a  “nigger  in  the  wood  pile”  after 
the  association  is  well  under  way.  One  of  the  members  we  understand  who 
was  especially  asked  to  be  presen  t  at  this  meeting  to  explain  certain  actions 
did  not  appear  and  as  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  that  he  wished  to  elu¬ 
cidate  his  position,  resolutions  were  passed  requesting  that  he  withdraw  from 
the  association.  No  doubt  the  association  is  better  rid  of  any  members  who 
will  enter  into  an  agreement  only  to  break  it  at  the  first  opportunity. 


Consul  Wilber  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  in  a  recent  report  to  the  government 
states  his  belief  that  there  is  a  chance  for  a  large  increase  of  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  that  island.  No  goods  from  Dublin  to  the  United  States  are 
shipped  direct,  all  going  via  Liverpool  or  Glasgow.  Over  1,000,000  tons  of  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal  were  imported  into  Ireland  in  1897,  and  was  retailed  at  from 
$4.50  fo  $S-S^  P®*"  ton.  The  best  bituminous  coal  from  America  could  be  sold 
at  a  handsome  profit  at  a  considerably  less  price  than  above  quoted. 

4: 

*  * 

The  Wilson  Manufacturing  Co.,  147  to  149  Cedar  street.  New  York,  manu¬ 
facturers  of  “Mogul”  draught  springs  and  special  steel  coiled  springs  for  all 
purposes,  whose  advertisement  appears  on  another  page,  writes  us  that  they 
have  sold  upwards  of  a  million  of  the  “Mogul”  springs.  These  springs  are  at¬ 
tached  to  the  whiffle-trees  and  obviate  all  sudden  jerks  and  strains  in  passing 
o\  er  holes  and  impediments  on  the  road  or  in  starting  a  loaded  coal  wagon  and 
the  manufacturers  say:  “They  actually  increase  the  working  power  of  the  horse 
fully  25  per  cent.”  Retailers  and  teamsters  should  write  to  the  manufacturers 
for  an  illustrated  descriptive  circular. 

The  coal  and  iron  industries  of  the  United  States  have  now  reached  a  point 
in  their  development  at  which  it  is  possible  for  us  to  obtain  our  raw  materials 
and  to  carry  on  constructive  work  in  which  these  materials  play  an  important 
part  under  better  conditions  than  those  which  surround  these  industries  in 
Great  Britain.  Iron  and  steel  shipbuilding  on  the  great  lakes  has  been  carried 
to  a  point  that  its  annual  output  now  exceeds  the  shipbuilding  on  the  entire 
seaboard  of  this  country.  The  shipbuilders  at  Chicago,  Detroit  and  Cleveland 
have  a  command  of  cheap  iron  and  steel  and  cheap  coal,  under  conditions 
which  make  it  possible  for  them  to  do  work  at  prices  below  those  demanded  at 
our  seaboard  shipyards. 

* 

*  * 

With  the  compliments  of  F.  B.  Newell  &  Co.,  355  Dearborn  street, 
Chicago,  shippers  of  anthracite,  Winifrede  splint.  Hocking,  Jacks  m  Hill  and 
other  high  grade  coals,  has  been  received,— “Cuba,  our  Sister  Republic,”  its 
people,  its  resources  and  its  possibilities,  with  a  review  of  its  long  struggle 
for  freedom,  and  its  ultimate  success,  together  with  a  magnificent  pictorial 
presentation  of  its  mountains,  valleys,  harbors,  rivers,  cities,  etc.  The  his¬ 
torical  and  descriptive  text  is  by  Col.  James  Cox,  and  the  pictures  are  hand¬ 
some  half-tones.  The  patrons  and  friends  of  F.  B.  Newell  &  Co.,  who  are  re¬ 
cipients  of  this  34-page  book,  will  be  greatly  pleased,  as  it  is  apropos  of  the 
closing  of  the  peace  negotiations  with  Spain. 

* 

*  He 

The  December  letter  of  the  Anthracite  Coal  Operators  Association  says 
that  business  improved  slightly  toward  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  and  de¬ 
cidedly  in  the  last  few  days,  because  of  the  weather,  the  demand  from  the 
West  increasing  heavily.  The  only  advance  has  been  in  chestnut  coal  and 
the  demand  for  small  sizes  is  very  steady.  In  view  of  the  proposed  plan  for 
bettering  the  trade,  the  December  output  will  undoubtedly  be  restricted. 
Although  details  of  this  proposed  plan  are  not  made  public,  the  fact  that  the 
plan  is  quite  certain  of  fulfillment,  has  made  a  much  more  confident  feeling 
as  to  the  anthracite  situation  and  has  given  it  a  tone  and  firmness  that  makes 

the  outlook  for  1899  much  brighter  than  for  1898. 

* 

♦  * 

A  new  Illinois  corporation  is  the  Danville  District  Coal  Co.,  of  Danville. 
This  company  has  been  incorporated  to  buy  and  sell  coal,  operate  coal  mines 
and  engage  in  all  other  enterprises  connected  therewith.  The  new  company 
has  purchased  the  entire  output  and  will  handle  the  coal  produced  by  all  the 
mines  in  Westville  and  Grape  Creek  field.  The  following  is  the  official  an¬ 
nouncement  from  the  State  Department:  “Danville  District  Coal  company, 
Danville;  capital,  $10,000;  coal  and  merchandise;  incorporators,  L.  N.  Gass, 
Charles  P.  Nelson,  C.  M.  Swallow.”  This  is  a  most  sensible  move  on  the  part 
of  the  operators  of  that  district  and  similar  arrangements  ought  and  should 
be  effected  in  the  various  groups  of  mines  throughout  the  state. 

* 

♦  ♦ 

The  “Editori  al  Sanctum”  is  now  graced  by  the  most  novel  and  effective 
calendar  which  the  season  has  yet  produced,  the  same  being  the  product  of 
the  fertile  brains  of  those  who  guide  the  destinies  of  the  Bolen  Coal  Co.,  of 
Kansas  City.  It  isn’t  one  of  those  advertisements  which  timidly  suggest  that 
if  you  can  spare  the  time  you  might  drop  in  and  see  the  getter-up,  and  per¬ 
haps  you  may  derive  benefit  thereby.  Oh  no;  it  clamors  obtrusively  and  in¬ 
sistently  from  the  wall,  and  whichever  way  you  turn  “His  Horns”  grins  sardon¬ 
ically  at  you  and  seems  to  warn  you  that  the  ‘Bogie-man”  will  get  you  if  you 
don’t  go  down  to  Bolen’s  and  get  some  coal.  The  thought  will  obtrude  itself 
however:  Why  should  his  “Imperial  Impishness”  be  especially  fitted  to  be 
taken  as  the  patron  deity  of  the  coal  trade  of  Kansas  City?  It  may  be — but 
we  refrain  from  comment.  Mr.  D — ,  “we”  are  all  good  fellows;  and  the  next 
time  fortune  directs  your  steps  toward  this  city  of  caved-in  tunnels  and  lake- 
front  explosions,  you  are  cordiall  y  requested  to  “kum  and  kavort”  with  us 
hang  your  hat  on  our  washstand,  put  your  umbrella  in  the  official  rack  and 
your  carpetsack  under  the  official  desk  and  eat  (?)  out  of  the  official  “alfalfa” 
bin.  “We”  will  not  be  denied. 


No.  25.] 
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ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 

Membership  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and 

Wisconsin . . 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio . 579 

New  Members: 

DOLBEER  &  SON.  Springfield,  O.  BRUSH  &  NICHOLSON, 'Dayton,  O. 

THE  DETRICK  MILLING  CO.,  Tippeca-  A.  C.  NICHOLAS  &  CO.,  Dayton,  O. 

noe  City,  Ohio.  FRED.  HOLZER,  Dayton,  0. 

1.  N.  TUTTLE,  Springfield,  O.  NATIONAL  COAL  CO.,  Dayton,  O. 

CITIZENS’  COAL  &  ICE  CO..  Springfield,  AMERICAN  FENCE  &  COALCO.,  Dayton, 

O.  O. 

E.  L,  CARROLL,  Huntsville,  O.  MARQUART  &  SON,  Crestline,  O. 

I.  G.  GROH,  Bays,  0.  F.  K.  STACY  &  SON,  Bloomdale,  O. 

J.  C.  HARTSHORN,  Raymond,  O.  V.  J.  HAMMOND  &  CO.,  Alexandria,  O. 

I  o 

Total . 59^ 

Membership  of  the  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Association . •  77 

Membership  of  the  Indiana  Coal  Association .  83 

In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manifested  in  tne  sevei^i 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  Is  t  he 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 

interest  them- _ 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Wholesale  &  Retail  Coal  Dealers  Associa* 
tion  of  Ohio,  held  a  meeting  at  Lima,  Ohio,  December  i2th,  at  the  Hotel 
French.  The  meeting  was  called  for  the  hearing  of  complaints  and  to  revise 
the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  which  authority  was  given  them  at  the  last  an¬ 
nual  convention. 

*  * 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  members  from  time  to  time  of  com¬ 
panies  who  ship  to  scalpers  and  consumers,  or  deliberately  violate  the  rules 
of  the  Association. 

*** 

The  Board  decided  to  hold  the  next  meeting  at  Toledo,  O.,  to  render  their 
assistance  toward  strengthening  the  Local  Exchange  at  that  point,  as  they  are 
very  anxious  to  see  the  business  there  in  better  shape  than  it  is  at  the  present 
time. 

The  following  were  present  at  the  meeting;  President  J.  H.  Ulrick,  Spring- 
field  O  •  Secretary  W.  J.  Ferguson,  Dayton,  O.;  G.  Herman,  Toledo,  O.;  John 
A.  Murphy,  Dayton,  O.;  and  S.  E.  DeWolfe,  Marion,  O.,  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 

.  * 

*  * 

The  booklet  of  the  W.  &  R.  C.  D.  A.,  of  Ohio,  which  will  contain  the  new 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  and  list  of  members,  will  be  ready  m  a  short  time, 
And  the  secretary  earnestly  desires  to  have  all  who  are  m  arrears  to  send  in 
their  dues,  so  as  to  have  their  name  included  in  the  new  list. 

THE  STORY  OF  BIO  COAL  CONTRACTS  DENIED. 

In  its  issue  November  28th,  the  Pittsburg  Dispatch  published  a  statement 
that  President  James].  Hill  of  the  Great  Northern  R.  R.  had  placed  a  contract 
for  500,000  tons  of  West  Virginia  coal,  indicating  that  it  had  to  come  from  the 
Fairmont  region  of  that  state.  In  The  Black  Diamond,  December  3,  was 
published  a  denial  and  that  the  report  had  no  foundation.  The  Fairmont,  W. 
Virginia,  Free  Press,  December  8,  in  this  connection  says:— “The  facts  are 
that  James  J.  Hill,  president  of  the  Great  Northern  railroad  and  one  of  the 
prime  factors  in  the  new  re  organization  of  the  B.  &  O.  in  the  West,  has  every 
year  given  to  this  region  a  part  of  their  orders  for  coal.  His  company  uses 
annually  about  400,000  tons  of  soft  coal. 

“In  1896  it  gave  this  region  200,000  tons  and  last  year  it  gave  us  250,000 
tons.  The  road  did  not  award  its  contracts  till  July,  and  the  contracts  for  next 
year  will  hardly  be  let  till  some  time  in  the  early  spring,  and  perhaps  not  till 
later.  On  these  facts  the  Pittsburg  people  base  their  suppositions  and  they 
proceeded  accordingly  to  ‘scare’  the  miners  of  the  Pittsburg  district. 

“There  was  no  truth  whatever  in  the  Dispatch  s  article,  and  the  belief 
is  that  it  was  given  out  by  the  Pittsburg  operators  for  the  purpose  of 
antagonizing  the  miners  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January,  at  which  time,  as 
has  always  been  the  case,  the  Pittsburg  operators  will  fix  the  ‘pace  and 
prices’  for  next  year.” 

With  regard  to  the  proposed  strike  of  miners  in  West  Virginia  alluded  to 
by  the  Pittsburg  daily  press,  the  Fairmont  Free  Press  says:  “So  far  as  can  be 
learned,  there  has  been  no  talk  of  a  strike  in  this  region  for  this  winter  or  next 
spring.  We  do  not  know  what  the  spring  will  bring  about,  but  there  appears 
nothing  in  sight  at  the  present  time  that  would  indicate  that  the  miners  of  the 
upper  Monongahela  were  talking  of  strike  in  the  near  future. 

The  only  inference  to  be  drawn  from  this  is  that  the  situation  in  West 
Virginia  is  purposely  misrepresented  in  order  to  mislead  the  miners  in  the 
Pittsburg  district.  Such  reports  admit  of  no  other  construction  and  savor 
more  of  political  jobbery  than  the  straightforward,  honest  and  manly  methods 
which  should  be  pursued  by  union  leaders  towards  the  members  of  their  order, 
whose  welfare  cannot  be  aided  by  chicanery. 


TO  EXTINGUISH  FIRES  IN  COAL  ON  DOCKS. 


Owing  to  the  frequent  recurrence  of  fires  in  bituminous  coal  piles  at  the 
head  of  the  lakes,  and  to  the  liability  of  an  outbreak  on  any  docks  at  any  point 
where  fuel  is  stored  in  bulk,  letters  were  written  by  The  Black  Diamond  to  the 
chiefs  of  fire  departments  at  several  ports  pn  the  great  lakes  for  their  opinions 
as  to  the  best  methods  of  fighting  and  handling  them.  Fire  Chief  Denis  Swenie 
of  Chicago  was  interviewed  by  the  writer  and  said:  “I  have  had  several  serious 
fires  in  coal  piles  to  contend  against.”  Mr.  Swenie  found  that  by  digging  holes 
in  the  ridge  or  top  of  the  pile  some  five  or  six  feet  deep,  then  putting  in  the 
hose  and  turning  on  a  full  stream  never  failed.  Each  hole  would  probably 
cover  with  water  a  radius  of  twenty  feet.  Of  course  it  is  quite  understood  by 
Chief  Swenie  that  digging  the  holes  and  putting  in  the  hose  is  dangerous 
work  on  account  of  the  gases  and  fumes  arising,  but  wherever  it  could  be 
accomplished  by  relays  of  men  working  a  few  minutes  at  a  time,  good  results 
would  surely  follow.  He  further  explained  that  throwing  water  from  a  hose¬ 
pipe  on  top  of  the  coal  was  rarely  effectual  as  the  coal  acted  somewhat  as  the 
roof  of  a  house  and  to  a  great  extent  shed  the  water. 

The  following  letter  is  from  Mr.  John  J.  McMahon,  Chief  of  the  fire  de¬ 
partment  at  Erie,  Pa.; 

Dear  Sir.— Your  favor  of  December  6th  at  hand,  and  in  reply  will  say 
that  the  question  you  ask  is  a  very  difficult  one  to  answer  as  where  large  bod¬ 
ies  of  coal  are  piled,  it  is  very  hard  to  get  the  water  to  reach  the  seat  of  fire. 

I  would,  however,  suggest  that  perforated  iron  casings  with  chisel  ends  be 
forced  through  the  coal  to  reach  the  fire;  said  casings  to  have  engine  connec¬ 
tions  for  attachment  of  hose,  fire  boats  or  gravity  pressure.  Any  of  these  sys¬ 
tems  could  be  used.  As  a  preventative  of  fire  in  coal  piles  would  suggest 
where  coal  is  piled  to  have  erected  distribution  pipes  so  that  when  coal  is  piled 
over  them  and  fire  should  occur  water  could  be  turned  into  these  pipes  and 
the  fire  easily  extinguished  with  the  inner  and  outer  flow  of  water. 

Mr.  Louis  Schlaetzle,  the  fire  chief  at  Ashland,  Wis.,  sends  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

On  the  Fourth  of  July,  i8go,  the  Northwestern  coal  docks  caught  fire  and 
we  were  sent  by  ex-Chief  Tanner  on  top  of  the  dock  forty  feet  above  the  level. 
There  were  about  300  to  400  tons  of  anthracite  coal  on  fire.  We  had  about  a 
dozen  streams  of  water  on  it  and  after  an  hour’s  work  a  heavy  gas  explosion 
took  place  killing  two  of  our  firemen  and  crippling  about  half  a  dozen.  In  my 
judgment  a  fire  of  that  kind  ought  to  be  fought  from  below  when  possible,  and 
cut  branches  through  the  coal  piles  as  close  as  possible  to  the  fire  and  keep 
hauling  the  coal  away  to  keep  the  crust  on  top  of  the  coal  which  forms  by 
throwing  on  water.  Keep  the  crust  broken  up  as  much  as  possible  so  to  give 
the  water  a  chance  to  strike  the  dock  timbers  and  the  coal  that  is  on  fire 
and  stop  the  gas  forming  under  this  crust  of  coal.  When  not  possible  to  get  at 
the  fire  that  way  take  a  couple  of  sticks  of  dynamite  and  blow  up  branches  so 
to  keep  the  gas  out  and  get  a  possible  show  to  work  at  it  with  the  water. 

Yours  truly,  Louis  Schaetzle,  Chief. 


CATALOGUES. 


The  Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Company,  Columbus,  Ohio,  engineers,  foun¬ 
ders,  and  manufacturers  of  chain  belting,  steel  cable  conveyors,  elevators, 
carriers,  power  transmission  machinery,  coal  washing  and  mining  machinery, 
and  other  labor-saving  appliances,  have  issued  their  new  catalogue  No.  50, 
dated  January,  1899. 

As  will  be  noticed,  this  enterprising  company  have  added  several  new  lines 
to  their  already  large  line  of  specialties,  viz.:  Spiral  conveyors,  pages  158-162; 
elevator  buckets,  pages  170-189;  Jeffrey- Columbian  separator,  boUer  and 
screen,  page  46,  Jeffrey  Century  Belt  Conveyor  System,  page  39*  Tnis  firm 
build  electric  motor  cars  for  mine  use,  the  “Jeffrey”  Chain  Coal  Cutting  Ma¬ 
chine,  the  cuttings  from  which  are  a  marketable  pea  coal.  These  rnachines 
ate  made  to  be  operated  by  compressed  air  or  electricity,  as  also  their  shear¬ 
ing  machine.  The  “Jeffrey”  Coal  Washer,  employing  the  Robinson  and  Ram¬ 
sey  patents,  the  company  claims  to  be  the  most  efficient  and  simplest  washer 
extant,  and  tests  for  interested  parties  will  be  made  at  their  20o-ton  sample 
plant  at  the  works  in  Columbus. 

The  catalogue  is  a  handsomely  illustrated  volume  of  224  pages,  and  con¬ 
tains  price  lists  which  take  the  place  of  and  supersede  all  those  in  former  is¬ 
sues  This  catalogue  will  be  mailed  to  interested  parties  on  application  to  the 
principal  office  at  Columbus,  or  the  branch  offices  at  New  York,  Buffalo,  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  Chicago,  St.  Louis  and  Denver. 


AVERAGE  PRICES  OF  COAL. 


The  following  figures,  collected  by  the  Division  of  Mineral  StatistRs  of 
the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  show  the  average  price  received  for 
coal  at  the  mines  in  the  three  large  producing  countries.  It  will  be  noted  that 
while  the  amount  received  for  bituminous  coal  in  the  United  States  declined 
23  percent  from  1896  to  1897.  the  amount  received  for  anthracite  declined  15 
per  cent.  There  is,  apparently,  no  relation  between  the  prices  received  in  the 
United  States  and  Europe,  since  thus  far  there  has  been  no  competition  be¬ 
tween  the  two,  but  English  and  Belgian  prices  have  moved  together  and  to¬ 
ward  a  higher  level,  made  necessary  by  the  steady  increase  in  the  cost  ot 
production. 
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WESTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interes 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


Ferris  &  White  is  a  new  firm  at  Utica,  N.  Y. 

♦  * 

Bean  Bros.,  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  have  moved  into  their  new  office. 


Burnett  Bros,  succeed  Burnett  &  Herbert  at  Charles  City,  Iowa. 

*  ♦ 

Chas.  H.  Tillett  has  built  a  fine  new  coal  office  at  Carroll,  Ohio. 

* 

♦  * 

E.  P.  Wortham  has  purchased  the  coal  business  of  Wm.  Moran,  Mattoon,  Ill. 

* 

*  * 

E.  A.  Uavis  has  purchased  the  coal  business  of  a  Mr.  Daskam  of  Albion 
Mich. 


Arthur  Bryant,  Atchison,  Kas.,  contemplates  entering  the  coal  business  at 
St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

* 

*  * 

A.  J.  Bird  &  Co.,  Rockland,  Me.,  was  awarded  the  contract  to  furnish  the 
county  with  coal. 

* 

^  * 

The  coal  trade  o' Berkshire,  N.  Y.,  will  hereafter  be  conducted  under  the 
firm  name  of  Bushnell  &  Buffington. 

.  * 

Jp  * 

Hervey  Pearl,  Farmington,  N.  H.,  since  succeeding  his  brother  in  the  coal 
business,  has  been  doing  a  large  trade. 

* 

♦  * 

Ge^.  H.  Cooper,  an  enterprising  coal  dealer  of  Pittsfield,  Mass  ,  has  just 
opened  his  new  coal  pockets  on  Clapp  avenue,  Pittsfield. 


R.  A.  Evans  &  Co.  is  the  firm  name  of  the  new  coal  concern  at  Aurora, 
Ill.,  who  are  also  members  of  the  Exchange  of  that  town,  which,  by  the  way,is 
in  good  working  order. 

*  * 

L.  S.  Pearse,  Lawrence,  Kas.,  has  moved  his  coal  and  wood  yards  to  the 
corner  of  Henry  and  Rhode  Island  streets,  where  he  will  be  better  able  to  take 
care  of  a  fast  increasing  business. 

*  * 

The  firm  of  Greacen  &  Elliott,  Binghamton,  N.  Y..  dealers  in  U.,  L.  &  W. 
coal,  have  opened  an  office  at  57  Chenango  street.  The  increasing  trade  and 
popularity  of  this  firm  has  necessitated  this  move. 

* 

*  * 

Mayor  Sortwell,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  has  awarded  the  annual  contracts 
for  supplying  coal  to  the  several  city  departments,  exclusive  of  the  water  de¬ 
partment,  to  the  Dennis,  Thompson  &  Pierce  Company  and  Coleman  Broth¬ 
ers,  the  former  firm  getting  the  contract  for  furnace  and  egg  coal  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  for  stove.  The  prices  of  the  successful  bidders  were:  Furnace  coal, 
$3.82:  egg,  $4.03,  and  stove,  $4.12,  while  the  highest  bids  were,  respectively) 
$4.22,  $4.44  and  $4.69. 


An  announcement  of  a  change  in  the  Fall  River,  Mass.,  trade  has  been 
made.  William  C.  Atwater  &  Co.  have  purchased  the  business  of  the  Thomas 
Coal  Co.  and  the  offices  of  the  latter  at  291  South  Main  street  will  be  closed 
on  December  15th.  Frank  M.  Watters,  the  agent,  will  assume  the  position  of 
selling  agent  for  the  purchasers  and  will  have  a  desk  at  their  headquarters  on 
Bedford  street.  Frank  H.  Slack,  another  associate  of  the  Thomas  Coal  Co., 
will  be  transferred  to  the  Atwater  offices  on  Plymouth  avenue. 

*  > 

*  * 

The  Staples  Coal  company,  Taunton,  Mass.,  owing  to  the  fact  that  so 
many  of  its  large  barges  had  been  placed  out  of  commission  by  the  recent  dis¬ 
astrous  storm  has  started  in  to  build  new  ones  in  addition  to  reclaiming  those 
which  were  wrecked  on  Prudence  Island  and  in  Boston  bay.  A  contract  has 
been  placed  with  Robert  Palmer  &  Co  ,  of  Noank,  Conn.,  for  two  new  barges 
to  carry  900  tons  each,  two  to  carry  1,000  tons  each,  and  one  to  carry  1,200  tons. 
It  is  expected  that  these  barges  will  be  completed  in  about  three  months. 

* 

G.  M.  Wilkes,  Goshen,  N.  Y.,  is  placing  a  steam  elevator  at  his  coal  yard 
on  Church  street,  to  be  used  in  unloading  coal  cars.  The  coal  is  carried  from 
the  cars  by  a  series  of  buckets  operated  by  a  steam  engine  and  elevated  to  a 
tower  forty  feet  in  height,  and  from  there  distributed  to  bins  by  chutes.  From 
these  bins  the  coal  is  loaded  into  wagons,  butbefore  being  loaded  it  passes 
through  screens  making  it  perfectly  clean  and  free  of  dust  and  dirt.  This  sys¬ 
tem  is  a  most  complete  one  and  is  a  revolution  in  the  handling  of  coal  in  that 
town. 


Dingley  &  Decker,  Gardiner, Me.,  desire  everyone  to  sample  the  quality  of 
their  coal.  They  have  a  unique  scheme  to  accomplish  it.  for  they  really  deliver 
you  ahod  full  free,  practically.  Theircircularreads:  “Will,  today,  sell  you  a  15- 
inch  coal  hod  and  fill  it  with  coal  and  deliver  it  to  your  house  at  the  following 
prices,  which  include  hod  and  coal:  Pea  coal  and  hod,  18  cents;  nut  coal  and 
hod,  20  cents:  stove  coal  and  hod,  20  cents;  Shamokin  stove  coal  and  hod,  21 
cents;  Franklin  coal  and  hod,  22  cents;  Lehigh  stove  coal  and  hod,  21  cents- 
egg  coal  and  hod.  20  cents;  Lehigh  egg  and  hod,  21  cents;  broken’  coal  and 
hod,  20  cents.  Remember  each  hod  of  coal  will  be  delivered.” 


Coal  has  been  discovered  at  Merrill,  Mich. 

The  coal  miners  in  the  vi.inity  of  Grand  Ledge,  near  Saranac,  Mich 
are  demanding  $1.10  per  ton. 

The  (larden  City  1- uel  Company,  Chicago,  certified  to  an  increase  of 
capital  stock  from  $2,500  to  $10,000. 

A  four-foot  vein  of  fine  bituminous  coal  has  been  discovered  on  the  Wil¬ 
liam  Heurman  farm,  three  miles  south  of  Sedalia. 

The  Butler  Bros,  and  Charles  Abbott  have  leased  the  Hawley  coal  mine 
near  Bloomington,  Ill.,  for  five  years  and  will  run  it  on  the  co-operative  plan. 

A  terrible  explosion  of  dust  occurred  in  tne  Banelett’s  Creek  coal  mine 
near  Llinton,  Ind.,  December  lo;  three  miners  were  horribly  burned  and  may 

Mr.  Lunford,  of  Savannah,  near  Bloomfield,  la.,  has  his  coal  shaft 
down  The  seven  foot  strike  he  discovered  recently  lies  240  feet 

^  Louise  mme.  Centre  Point,  near  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  operated  by 
tne  Weaver  Coal  Company,  has  been  reopened  and  is  now  working  a  full 
force  of  men.  ® 

Mr.  George  Bentley,  president  of  the  Ozark  Coal  Co..  Pittsburg,  Kan, 
has  wntracted  for  its  shaft  near  the  tracks  of  the  Santa  Fe  R.  R.,  and 
Mr.  M.  Wilson  is  superintending  the  work. 

_  A  vein  of  coal  three  feet  in  thickness  has  been  discovered  on  Milton  Hein- 
iey  s  farm,  west  of  Fairport,  near  Muscatine,  la.  It  is  only  26  feet  below  the 
surtace  and  a  solid  formation  of  slate  rests  above  it. 

The  O.  K.  Coal  Co.,  Ottumwa,  la.,  has  commenced  sinking  a  shaft  at 
Hamilton,  near  that  city.  Mr.  J.  A.  Jay  Powers  is  the  superintendent.  The 
vein  IS  fifty-six  inches  thick  and  the  coal  of  good  quality. 

The  Gann  \  alley,  S.  D.,  Chief  says:  “W.  H.  Stroud  struck  coal  while 
putting  down  a  well  for  T.  W.  Lane  last  week  at  the  depth  of  about  fifty  feet. 
Samples  brought  in  have  the  appearance  of  being  an  extra  quality.” 

The  Illinois  Coal  Mining  Company,  Bloomington,  Ill.,  which  has  been 
operating  what  is  popularly  known  as  the  “new  shaft,”  west  of  town  near 
the  Big  Four  right  of  way,  has  taken  out  its  machinery  and  quit  business. 

The  Old  Abe  coal  mine,  at  Eagle,  N.  M.,  is  now  open  and  ready  for  busi¬ 
ness,  and  the  company  is  supplying  fuel  for  their  gold  mine.  This  is  the  sec¬ 
ond  coal  mine  that  is  in  operation  and  more  could  be  running  if  necessary  to 
supply  the  demand. 

c  reported  the  miners  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Ill.,  have  struck,  demanding  the 

bprmgheld  scale— 50  cents  for  hand  and  43  cents  for  machine  mining.  They 
are  now  receiving  40  cents  for  hand  and  35  cents  for  machine  mining.  The 
case  will  probably  be  submitted  to  arbitration. 

The  coal  mines  around  Pittsburg,  Kan.,  are  busier  this  winter  than  they 
have  ever  been  before,  and  the  prices  the  operators  are  getting  are  yielding 
them  a  handsome  profit.  Every  mine  in  the  coal  district  is  working  a  large 
force  of  men,  many  of  them  keeping  both  day  and  night  shifts  at  work, 

C.  F.  Owen,  of  Pierce  county.  Wash  ,  has  been  appointed  coal  mine  in¬ 
spector  for  the  state,  vice  W.  L.  Norton,  lately  resigned.  Mr.  Owen  was 
the  only  applicant  for  this  position  before  the  board  of  inspectors,  and 
by  this  appointment  becomes  a  member  of  the  state  labor  bureau  at  Olym¬ 
pia.  ^ 

A  despatch  from  Shelburn,  Ind,  says:  The  Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  com¬ 
posed  of  Terre  Haute  and  Brazil  capitalists,  began  sinking  two  new  coal 
shafts  near  Jackson  Hill  today.  We  are  informed  that  avast  body  of  land 
has  been  purchased  by  the  above  company,  and  later  on  mining  will  be 
pushed  with  a  vim. 

Work  on  the  mine  of  the  Clark’s  Fork  Coal  Co.,  Gebo,  Mont.,  is  progress- 
ing  rapidly.  The  railroad  and  sidetracks  to  Gebo  have  been  completed,  boil¬ 
ers  placed,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  the  machinery  in  position.  The  tip¬ 
ple  will  be  of  iron  and  will  be  put  up  within  a  month.  By  February  the  com¬ 
pany  expects  to  be  ready  to  ship  coal. 

The  fire  in  the  coal  piles  on  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Coke  dock  at  Superior, 
vVis.,  IS  now  under  control  and  those  in  charge  of  the  fire  fighting  force  feel 
confident  that  they  can  prevent  its  spreading  beyond  the  limits  which  have 
been  trenched  off.  The  company  now  feels  certain  that  John  Malinowski,  who 
was  rpcued  soon  after  the  rock  caved  in  and  is  now  fast  recovering  at  St. 
Mary  s  hospital,  was  the  only  man  who  fell  with  the  pile. 

A  Mason  City,  la.,  dispatch  says:  “There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  soft  coal 
throughout  northern  and  western  Iowa.  All  Iowa  mines  are  taxed  to  their  full 
capacity,  but  their  output  is  inadequate  to  supply  demands.  Many  of  the 
larger  towns  have  not  more  than  a  forty-eight  hour  supply  on  hand.  The  only 
relief  that  can  come  is  a  let-up  on  the  excessive  cold  weather.  A  number  of 
mines  have  notified  retailers  of  a  25  to  50-cent  advance  per  ton.” 

In  this  column  November  26,  appeared  the  following:  “About  fifty  miners 
Austrians),  have  removed  from  Forbush,  Appanoose  county,  Iowa,  to 
PML  county  because  they  did  not  get  along  well  with  colored  miners.  The 
Whitebreast  Mining  company  employ  a  force  of  several  hundred  negro 
miners  at  the  mine  and  their  relations  with  the  Austrians,  it  is  reported,  have 
not  been  the  most  pleasant.  Work  at  the  mme  has  been  only  fair  the  past 
two  months  an  1  it  is  possible  that  this  had  something  to  do  toward  causing 
the  miners  to  leave  for  Polk  county.”  A  letter  dated  December  13  from  Mr. 

I.  J.  Phillips,  general  superintendent,  of  the  Whitebreast  Fuel  Co.,  Ottumwa, 
la.,  says  the  statement  is  incorrect  and  does  the  company  and  their  men  an 
injustice.  It  appears  that  the  Austrian  miners  left  because  work  was  slack, 
and  not  because  of  trouble  with  the  colored  men  who  have  been  with  the  com¬ 
pany  since  1890.  There  was  no  friction  between  them.  The  above  correction 
is  made  at  the  request  of  the  superintendent. 
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— The  Welsh  miners’ new  union  has  progressed  so  well  that  consultations 
with  a  view  to  federating  with  the  miners  of  England  are  taking  place.  Should 
the  Welsh  Miners’  association  fulfill  the  stipulated  conditionson  time  it  will  enter 
the  Miners’  federation  in  January.  The  Miners’  Federation  of  Great  Britain 
is  at  present  composed  of  twelve  mining  unions,  covering  Yorkshire,  Lanca¬ 
shire  and  Cheshire,  Midlands,  Derbyshire,  Nottinghamshire,  Leicestershire, 
Cumberland,  Cleveland,  Scotland,  the  southwest  of  England  and  North  Wales. 
At  the  end  of  1896  its  roll  included  155,436  members,  and  it  is  by  far  the  most 
go-ahead  of  the  English  federations  of  miners. 


— The  record  for  the  arrival  of  big  vessels  in  one  day  at  West  Superior, 
Wis.,  was  broken  last  week.  In  twenty-four  hours  the  net  tonnage  of  vessels 
registered  aggregated  43,156  tons,  the  largest  ever  recorded  in  one  day.  There 
were  some  big  cargoes  among  them,  mostly  coal,  of  which  41,362  tons  were 
landed  on  Superior  docks  alone.  Despite  this  big  arrival  of  coal  in  a  single 
day  the  fact  that  there  is  at  this  time  a  coal  shortage  here  cannot  be  avoided. 
This  shortage  is  not  apparent  upon  the  face  of  the  figures,  but  it  is  estimated 
that  it  amounts  to  100,000  tons  or  over  of  soft  coal. 
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EASTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 

A.  Clutts  &  Sons  are  about  to  commence  mining  coal  at  Monroe,  near 
Jackson,  Ohio. 

It  is  reported  that  a  receiver  has  been  appointed  for  the  Chapin  Coal  & 
Transfer  Co.,  of  Akron,  Ohio. 

There  are  nine  mines  in  the  vicinity  of  Coalburg,  Ohio,  and  at  the  same 
time  residents  there  are  threatened  with  a  coal  famine. 

John  Miles,  Ohltown,  near  Youngstown,  Ohio,  has  purchased  the  interest 
in  the  coal  mine  at  Ohltown,  formerly  owned  by  David  Harris. 

At  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  the  Garfield  &  Proctor  Coal  Co.  have  been 
granted  a  license  to  widen  its  wharf,  on  Acushnet  river,  twenty-four  feet. 

The  Patterson  Coal  Works  at  Mount  Pleasant,  near  Elkton,  O.,  have  in¬ 
creased  their  working  force  and  are  getting  out  a  large  amount  of  coal  daily. 

The  Board  of  Control,  City  Hall,  Cleveland,  O.,  will  receive  proposals  for 
coal  for  the  House  of  Correction.  Bids  to  be  in  on  Tuesday,  December 
20,  1898. 

Magnolia  Coal  Company  recently  organized  in  Akron,  Ohio,  has  closed  a 
contract  for  3,000  acres  in  Tuscarawas  county.  It  is  believed  to  be  a  valuable 
coal  field. 

They  are  now  making  coke  at  Ashland,  Ohio.  The  ovens  are  working 
well,  and  the  product  is  a  great  success.  This  country  ought  to  be  a  coke 
country. 

George  B.  Hadesty,  late  mining  engineer  of  the  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
of  Ashland,  has  secured  the  position  of  resident  mining  engineer  at  Hazleton, 
Pa.,  for  the  Lehigh  Navigation  Coal  Company. 

The  Northwestern  Mining  and  Exchange  Company  has  purchased  about 
5,000  acres  of  undeveloped  coal  lands  near  DuBois,  Pa.,  where  they  will  begin 
operations  at  once.  The  land  is  in  Jefferson  county. 

The  City  Coal  Co.,  Binghamtom,  N.  Y.,  has  organized  by  the  election  of 
the  following  officers:  President,  C.  S.  Miller;  Vice-President,  Frank  Snyder; 
Treasurer,  L.  C.  Davenport;  Secretary,  W.  B.  Magrath. 


The  fierce  storm  last  week  at  Shamokin,  Pa.,  destroyed  the  Enterprise 
breaker  at  Excelsior,  damaged  the  Buck  Ridge  and  Henry  Clay  shaft  struc¬ 
tures,  blew  down  the  front  part  of  the  Springfield  new  brick  school  building 
and  unroofed  the  main  bridge  on  the  Catawissa  branch  of  the  Reading  Rail¬ 
way.  The  heaviest  loss  was  that  sustained  by  the  Enterprise  Coal  Co.  The 
large  stack  over  the  boiler  house  went  first,  and  then  the  wind  lifted  the  upper 
half  of  the  breaker  and  sent  it  crashing  to  the  ground.  Much  of  the  debris 
struck  the  boiler  house,  crushing  the  roof  and  two  sides.  The  breaker  from 
the  rollers  upward  and  the  trestlmg  were  completely  demolished.  The  total 
damage  is  estimated  at  $100,000,  and  it  will  take  two  months  to  repair  it. 


The  Huntingdon  and  Broad  Top  Mountain  Railroad  and  Coal  Company 
makes  the  following  statement  of  the  amount  of  coal  transported  over  the  road 
for  the  week  ending  December  3,  1898,  and  previously  during  the  year; 

Week,  Total  for  Total  for 


1898.  year  1898.  year  1897. 

Broad  Top.  tons . 11,897  419.587  431,582 

Cumberland,  tons . 34.304  i  ,44 1 .838  1,441,115 


Total . 46,201  1,861,426  1,872,697 

Decrease  for  week .  8,676 

Decrease  for  year .  1 1,271 


•COAL 

Hyatt’s  Telegraph  Code 


MINE  OPERATORS, 
AGENTS  AND 
SALESMEN  ON  THE  ROAD 


IS  A  MONEY  SAVER. 

Will  save  75  per  cent  on  Telegraph  Bills. 

SECOND  EDITION  NOW  READY. 


Osborne,  Seager  &  Co.,  the  lowest  bidders,  have  been  awarded  the  con¬ 
tract  for  furnishing  35,000  tons  of  coal  to  the  water  works  department,  by  the 
council,  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  average  cost  will  be  $1.28  per  ton. 

The  Kettle  Creek  Coil  Mining  Co.,  Williamsport,  Pa.,  at  their  annual 
meeting  elected  G.  D.  Tinsman,  president,  in  place  of  the  late  H.  C.  Parsons. 
Frank  Parsons  was  elected  a  director  of  the  company,  to  fill  his  father’s  place 
in  the  directorate. 

The  William  C.  Atwater  Co.  has  purchased  the  Thomas  Coal  Co.,  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  and  the  two  concerns  in  the  future  will  be  consolidated.  Frank 
M.  Walters,  who  has  bean  in  charge  of  the  Thomas  Coal  Co.,  is  to  become  the 
selling  agent  of  the  combination. 


PRICE,  $1.50. 

This  small  sum  is  covered  in  a  very  few  telegrams. 

The  only  General  Code  ever  published  covering  Coal  and  Coke 

from  all  districts. 

For  furtlier  iurormatioii  address  tne  compiler. 


DETROIT, 


MICHIGAN. 


The  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  has  succeeded,  after  six 
weeks’  labor,  in  drowning  out  No.  8  mine,  at  Tamaqua,  Pa.,  in  order  to  extin¬ 
guish  the  fire  raging  there.  There  are  now  549  feet  of  water  in  the  mine,  and 
the  work  of  hoisting  it  to  the  surface  was  begun  yesterday.  It  will  require 
three  months  to  complete  the  task. 


EARLINCTON,  KY. 

BEST  KENTUCKY  COAL-LUMP  AND  CRUSHED  COKE. 


The  P.  &  R.  C.  &  1.  Company  is  contemplating  the  tearing  down  of  the 
Mahanoy,  Pa.,  City  colliery  breaker  and  the  erection  of  a  larger  and  more  mod¬ 
ern  one  to  take  its  place.  The  time  set  for  the  present  structure  to  complete 
its  usefulness  is  January  i,  after  which  date  all  mining  will  be  suspended  at 
the  colliery  until  the  new  breaker  is  ready  for  operation.  The  new  breaker 
will  occupy  the  site  of  the  old  one,  and  will  have  sufficient  capacity  to  enable 
it  to  prepare  at  least  seven  hundred  cars  of  coal  daily. 

Only  a  small  portion  of  the  entire  available  coal  area  of  Kansas  is  now 
opened,  and  the  mines  are  located  where  the  seams  are  of  the  greatest 
thickness  and  where  the  depth  is  not  loo  great  to  increase  the  expense  of  min¬ 
ing.  If  the  price  of  coal  should  advance  even  a  few  cents  per  bushel,  a  large 
number  of  new  mines  would  be  opened  in  an.'as  where  the  cost  of  mining  now 
hinders  their  development.  There  are  now  16  prominent  coal  companies 
working  in  the  Kansas  coal  fields,  besides  a  considerable  number  of  small 
mines  run  very  irregularly  by  private  parties. 

The  thickness  of  the  coal  measures  series  of  rocks  in  Kansas  is  3.000  feet 
and  the  area  covered  is  20,000  square  miles,  of  which  15,000  are  productive  of 
coal.  Twenty-nine  counties  in  eastern  and  southeastern  Kansas,  and  six  coun¬ 
ties  in  the  west  central  portion  of  the  state  are  coal  producing.  Two-thirds  of 
the  total  coal  output  comes  from  an  area  of  840  square  miles  in  the  southeast¬ 
ern  corner  of  the  state,  in  Cherokee,  Crawford  and  Labette  counties.  Here  is 
found  the  heaviest  coal  seam  in  the  state,  the  Weir-Pittsburg  coal,  which  is 
40  inches  in  thickness.  This  seam  is  found  over  an  elliptical  area  ten  miles 
n  width. 


J.  W.  BRIDGMAN.  General  Agent. 
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...Agencies  at... 

Ashland,  West  Super! 'F,  Green  Bay,  lUllwaukee,  Mis.; 

St.  Paul,  minueapolls,  Duluth,  minn.;  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 
...Distributing:  Docks... 

Duluth,  Ashland,  West  Superior,  Hilwaukee. 


DEALERS  IN 


ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  COALS 


ALSO 


BEST  GRADES  OF  COKE 


THE  CELEBRATED 


SMITHING  COAL 


DAVIS  COAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY,  . 

ELK  SdEN°  BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  TKE 

Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


High  In  Carbon.  ^  I—  !  For  Ore  Smelters,  Foundries 

*-ow  in  Sulphur  and  Ash.  -J— V  J-IW  and  Family  Use. 

Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont*  W,  Va. 

8MITHINc'’COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 


The  Black  Diamond. 


SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


The  Excelsior  Coal  Company,  Louisville,  Ky.,  a  new  corporation,  will  be¬ 
gin  operating  its  mines,  two  miles  from  Middlesborough,  this  week. 

The  Baker-Whitely  Coal  Co.,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  has  wound  up  its  affairs 
and  gone  out  of  business.  As  it  was  a  corporation  it  was  dissolved  by  law. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Sun  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  whose  mines  are  near  Mac¬ 
donald,  W.  Va.,  are  making  considerable  improvements  around  their  plant. 

An  explosion  of  gas  occurred  in  the  Zoneida  mines,  fifteen  miles  south  of 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  in  Shelby  county,  recently,  killing  three  men  and  perhaps 
fatally  wounding  three  others. 

J.  C.  Patterson  is  opening  the  old  Stockton  mine  near  Coalburg,  yUa 
Over  100  miners  will  be  required  to  work  it.  The  Sloss  Iron  and  Steel  Co 
is  sinking  a  shaft  near  that  in  order  to  reach  a  lower  and  richer  vein  of  coal 

The  new  mine  being  operated  by  Doich,  Masheim  &  Dibbrell  at  Eagle 
Pass,  Texas,  is  210  feet  deep  and  nearly  ready  to  commence  hoisting  coal. 
This  will  be  done  when  the  air  shaft  is  completed,  which  will  be  several  weeks 
hence. 

The  Riverside  Ironworks’  new  coke  plant,  at  Benwood,  W.  Va.,  costing 
$500,000,  has  just  been  completed  by  the  bchiffler  Bridge  Company  of  Pitts¬ 
burg,  is  a  complete  success  and  turns  out  hundreds  of  tons  of  coke  and  makes 
gas  for  the  whole  plant. 

A  new  mine  is  being  opened  by  the  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  and  Railroad 
Company  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Cardiff,  near  Birmingham,  Ala.,  at  the 
old  Linn  place.  It  is  a  drift  mine  and  will  employ  200  miners.  The  vein  is 
nearly  four  feet  thick. 

A  letter  from  Mobile,  Ala.,  says:  “The  increased  demand  for  Alabama 
coal  from  all  over  the  country,  and  its  shipment  to  supply  that  demand  have 
left  the  state  short  on  coal  and  short  on  cars  to  transport  it.  Mobile  is  feeling 
the  effect  of  a  short  supply  at  present.” 

J  M.  Guffey,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  who  has  already  purchased  some  25,000 
acres  of  coal  land  in  Marion  county,  W.  Va.,  has  instructed  James  W.  Hair, 
of  Charleston,  to  close  the  option  he  has  on  some  5,000  to  6,000  acres.  Mr. 
Hair  says  that  he  expects  the  syndicate  whom  Mr.  Guffey  represents,  will  take 
in  all  about  70,000  acres. 

The  Earlington  (Ky.)  Bee  says  that:  "Never  before  in  the  history  of  the 
St.  Bernard  Coal  Company  have  they  been  so  crowded  with  orders  at  this  sea¬ 
son  of  the  year  as  to  necessitate  the  working  of  five  quarters  each  day  as  was 
the  case  last  week,  and  to  the  praise  of  the  miners  it  can  be  said,  they  proved 
themselves  etjual  to  the  occasion.” 

With  the  exception  of  five  sections— the  Kanawha,  New  River,  Wheeling, 
Fairmont  and  Norfolk  &  Western— the  coal  fields  of  West  Virginia  remain 
practically  untouched,  and  the  immense  forests  have  been  but  a  little  ■^9*^5 
disturbed.  What  has  been  necessary  to  develop  them  was  the  capital  which 
is  now  about  forthcoming,  and  mines  are  being  developed  every  week. 

The  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  News  says:  "The  coal  dealers  of  Chattanooga 
are  still  short  of  coal  and  it  is  impossible  for  some  firms  to  fill  their  orders. 
Several  of  the  small  coal  yards  in  the  suburbs  of  Chattanooga  are  entirely  out 
of  coal  and  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  get  it.  A  number  of  these  dealers  were 
in  the  city  today  making  every  effort  possible  to  secure  coal  from  dealers  here 
but  it  was  impossible.” 


H.  C.  ADAMS,  Pres. 


The  Pioneer  Mining  &  Manufacturing  Company,  Birmingham  Ala., 
which  operates  two  blast  furnaces  at  Thomas,  near  that  city,  has  awarded  the 
contract  for  building  300  houses  for  operatives  at  the  town  of  Sayreton,  just 
beyond  North  Birmingham  and  five  miles  from  Thomas.  It  is  situated  on  an 
extensive  tract  of  coal  lands,  on  which  the  company  is  opening  large  coal 
mines,  the  output  of  which  is  to  be  1,000  tons  per  day. 

NEILSON 

RED'ASH  COAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

DICKSON  &  EDDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Office,  45  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUMB  Agt. 


C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

“AVOCA”  "FRANKLIN”  .  "LOUISE” 

(Pittston  District)  (Lackawanna  District)  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehiah  Valley  R.  R.,  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  and  their  Connections. 

MAIN  OFFICE:  BRANCH  OFFICE: 

PITTSTON,  PA.  29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

Moshannon  and  Cnmberland  Yein  Bitnminons  Coals. 

I  Room  808  Land  Title  Buildina.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


D.  W.  HEATH,  Treas. 


The  Adams  Coal  Compaziy, 


ANTHRACITE  &  BITUMINOUS  COALS  &  COKE 


355  Dearborn  St., 


FRICK 


COKE 


I 


Exclusive  Shippers  of  Sunday  Creek 
(No.  12)  Hockina:. 


CHICAGO. 


H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO. 


Headquarters  for 


Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA, 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna. 

GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells¬ 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for  manufacturing  and 
domestic  purposes,  i  3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 
GT  Direct  Connections  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region,  'm 

Quotation  Frol|2«t  R*to9  Pamphlats  divine  fullinformatlon  prom ptiv  furnished  upon  application. 
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Thk  Black  Diamond. 


[December  17 


Harrison 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years’ 
Service. 

1600 
]flachines 
ill  nse. 


1315 
sq .  ft.  in 
9  hoars. 


Mining  Machines-Norwalk  Compressors. 

Best  Combination  for  Mining  Operations. 


COMBINA¬ 

TION 

RECORD: 

17  years 
continn- 
ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
doable 
shift. 


GEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY, 


The  Link-Belt  Machinery  Go. 

ENGINEERS,  FOUNDERS,  MACHINISTS, 

CHICAGO,  U.  S.  A. 


DESZCITERS  AlTD  BTTILD&RS  OF 

COMPLETE  TIPPLE-HOUSE  EQUIPMENT, 


Chicago,  Illinois. 


DOUBLE  REVOLVING  SCREEN. 


Including  Shaking  and  Revolving  Screens,  Breaker  Rolls, 


LINK-BELT”  BREAKER. 


WEIGH  BOXES,  PICKING  TABLES  VENTILATING  FANS,  ETC., 


ALSO  MANUFACTURERS  OF 


THE  LUHRIG  PATENT  MACHINERY  for  Wash¬ 
ing  and  Classifyino*  Coal  Electric  Coal  Mining  and 
Haulage  Machinery,  Link-Belt  Elevators,  and  Con¬ 
veyors,  Malleable  Iron  Buckets,  Shafting,  Bearings, 
Pulleys,  Friction  Clutches,  Rone  Sheaves«  etc.,  etc. 


The  Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Company 


COMPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


Klectric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  Drilli^. 

Kleetric  Shearing  HlachinA'i^. 
Air  Shearing  MaehineN. 


Electric  Eongwall  MachiucN. 
Air  Eongwall  Machines. 
Electric  EocomotivcN. 
Electric  Pnmps. 


Manufacturers  DYNAMOS  and  MOTORS. 


ELECTRIC  LOCOMOTIVE. 


ELECTRIC  CHAIN  COAL  CUTTER. 


Compressed 
‘  Air 
Coal  Catting 
MacMoerj. 


COLUMBUS, 


OHIO. 


The  Black  Diamond. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 

PUBLISHED  WEEKLY 

IN  THE  INTEREST  OF  THE  COAL  INDUSTRY 

BY  The  Black  Diamond  Company, 

^  (incorporated.) 

J  OFFICIAL  PAPER  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  COAL  OPERATORS’  ASSOCh 
Cl ATION— President,  S.  M.  Dalzell,  Spring  Valley;  Vice-President, 
A.  J.  Moorshead,  Mt.  Olive;  Secretary-Treasurer,  J.  A.  Agee,  River¬ 
ton,  and  Recording  Secretary,  C.  L.  Scroggs,  Chicago.  Also  Official 
Paper  of  THE  COAL  DEALERS’  ASSOCIATION  OF  ILLINOIS  AND 
WISCONSIN  -  Secretary,  F.  E.  Lukens,  Chicago,  III.  THE  MICH¬ 
IGAN  RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCIATION- Secretary,  James  T.  Eaman, 
Detroit,  Mich.  THE  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  COAL  DEALERS’ 
ASSOCIATION  OF  OHIO- Secretary,  W.  J.  Ferguson,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
and  THE  INDIANA  RETAIL  COAL  ASSOCIATION— Secretary,  A. 
Q.  Hill,  Kendallville,  Ind. 


JOHN  B.  LUCAS. . .  -  -  -  Kditok 

Mh8.  K.  a.  BISCHOFF . Business  Manager 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE,  ' 

Yearly  (in  advance),  ....  ...  ..  $3.00 

Single  Copies, . *  •••  .10 

ADVERTISING  RATES — FURNISHED  ON  APPLICATION. 

Address  all  communications  to 


VoL.  21.  December  24,  1898.  No.  26. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 


^  Much  interest  is  now  centered  in  the  Inter-State  Convention 
}  of  coal  operators  and  miners  at  Pittsburg  on  Tuesday,  January  17, 
1899.  Matters  of  most  vital  importance  to  both  will  be  brought 
up  for  discussion,  and  will  have  to  be  settled  there  and  not  by  the 
several  competitive  state  organizations  of  either  party.  From 
’  the  very  outset  this  will  have  to  be  recognized  by  the  Miners’ 
•  Union,  as  a  state  settlement  has  been  shown  to  be  of  little  utility, 
such  as  occurred  after  the  Chicago  Convention  last  January.  It 
will  take  time  to  accomplish  this,  but  it  will  have  to  be  done. 

I  Anthracite  coal  is  firmer  in  tone,  not  only  locally,  but  also  at  all 

<  other  large  distributing  points  in  the  West.  This  maybe  accounted 

'  for  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  through  rates  from  Buffalo  to  western 

•f  points  and  to  the  belief  which  generally  obtains  that  prices  on  coal 

'I  are  expected  to  be  advanced  early  in  the  new  year.  But  whatever 

h  the  cause,  the  effect  remains  that  prices  are  stronger  and  on  domes- 

j  tic  sizes  there  have  been  some  slight  advances.  It  is  also  quite 

,  possible,  before  the  end  of  the  season,  that  on  account  of  the  en- 

|jr  larged  territory  supplied  from  the  head  of  the  lakes,  anthracite 

coal  may  be  shipped  all-rail  to  the  Twin  Cities  in  Minnesota.  The 
if  demand  for  chestnut  is  just  as  active  as  it  has  been  for  several 

'■ ;  months  and  prices  are  very  firmly  held  by  all  agents  and  shippers. 

It  would  not  be  surprising  if  there  was  another  rise  in  the  price  be¬ 
fore  many  days,  as  all  shippers  are  short  on  this  size.  With  the 
'  close  of  navigation  it  has  become  apparent  that  stocks  on  docks 
are  considerably  lighter  than  they  were  last  year,  and  some  of  the 
shippers  have  little  or  no  chestnut  to  speak  of,  so  that  dependence 
will  have  to  be  placed  on  all-rail  receipts,  which  are  lighter  than 
usual.  The  milder  weather  experienced  during  the  week  has  had 
^  the  effect  of  easing  up  the  demand  both  at  wholesale  and  retail, 
and  orders  are  much  less  urgent  than  they  were  two  weeks  ago, 


still  there  is  a  quiet,  but  steady  influx  of  orders,  which,  however, 
are  on  a  small  scale.  The  consumption  of  anthracite  during  the 
recent  severe  weather  has  been  heavy,  and  its  effect  will  probably 
be  felt  in  the  market  after  the  turn  of  the  year.  The  shortage  of 
chestnut  now  so  notable  in  the  West  as  wellasthe  East,  is  explained 
by  the  fact  that  the  masses  generally  are  using  more  of  that  size 
than  they  have  done  in  former  years,  then  again  there  is  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  the  natural  increase,  which  has  a  tendency  towards  the 
smaller  sizes  of  anthracite.  So  far  the  weather  of  December  has 
proved  to  be  a  great  aid  to  the  consumption  of  anthracite,  and 
there  is  little  doubt  that  after  the  holiday  season  there  will  be  a 
more  active  demand  for  supplies  from  the  country  trade  in  all 
directions,  with  a  strong  probability  that  better  figures  will  be  ob¬ 
tainable,  weather  permitting. 

Bituminous  coal  continues  in  active  demand  though  there  is 
perhaps  a  little  less  urgency  shown  for  quick  delivery  owing  to  the 
prevailing  milder  weather  of  the  past  week  or  so,  but  there  is  still 
quite  a  scarcity  with  no  chance  for  any  change  in  this  regard  for 
some  weeks  owing  to  the  usual  cessation  of  mining  operations 
during  the  interval  between  Christmas  and  New  Year’s.  The 
higher  prices  and  upward  tendency  of  the  market  has  enabled 
coal  produced  at  distant  points  to  be  shipped  into  Chicago  and  to 
territory  ordinarily  supplied  from  nearer  fields,  which  has  tended 
to  relieve  the  stringency  at  many  of  the  larger  consuming  centers 
of  the  West,  and  as  there  is  no  abatement  to  the  demand  for  fuel 
from  all  large  consumers,  these  far-away  shipments  may  be  con¬ 
tinued  for  some  weeks.  There  will  of  course  be  the  usual  shut 
down  of  large  mills  and  factories  for  taking  inventory,  semi-annual 
repairs  and  settlements  which  will  occupy  the  time  of  many  of 
them  until  the  middle  of  January.  This  relaxation  in  the  more 
active  demand  will  be  offset  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  by  the 
greatly  reduced  output  from  mines  all  over  the  country,  which 
will  leave  the  situation  in  January  practically  as  it  is  to-day.  Con¬ 
sumption  of  coal  by  railroads  continues  heavy  and  while  maxi¬ 
mum  deliveries  are  demanded  by  all  fuel  agents,  yet  many  of 
them  are  buying  large  amounts  from  operators  other  than  their 
regular  contractors.  Southern  Nebraska  and  the  northeastern 
portion  of  Kansas,  have  drawn  supplies  of  coal  produced  in  coal 
fields  south  of  Springfield  in  this  state,  and  the  chances  are  favor¬ 
able  for  continued  shipments  thence,  as  it  is  evident  that  the  usu¬ 
al  sources  of  supply  are  unable  to  provide  the  fuel  required.  Re¬ 
ceipts  of  coal  from  Ohio  and  the  East  are  in  greater  evidence,  but 
as  cars  continue  scarce  there  will  be  no  surplus  for  some  time. 
With  all  mines  running  full  there  is  still  a  deficiency  of  coal  every¬ 
where,  which  is  likely  to  continue  while  the  eight-hour  day  is  in 
vogue — there  appears  to  be  small  probability  of  its  discontinu¬ 
ance. 

Coke  is  in  very  fair  demand,  but  there  is  the  usual  easing  up 
of  deliveries  incident  to  the  season.  The  present  basis  of  con¬ 
sumption  is  probably  heavier  in  the  western  states  than  it  ever 
has  been,  while  the  prospects  for  its  continuance  well  into  the 
new  year  are  most  favorable. 

Our  New  York  correspondent  reports  that  the  high  coastwise 
freight  rates  have  limited  anthracite  shipments  to  actual  necessi¬ 
ties,  which  together  with  the  milder  weather  have  caused  quite  a 
decrease  in  the  orders  coming  into  the  market,  There  is,  how¬ 
ever,  enough  business  offering  to  keep  most  of  the  companies 
busy  for  the  present.  The  consensus  of  opinion  is  that  some  ac¬ 
tion  should  be  taken  to  limit  the  output  before  the  end  of  the 
month  or  the  year  may  not  open  as  propitiously  as  had  been 
hoped  for,  and  a  few  weeks  of  mild  weather  would  create  a 
weak  market.  Stocks  at  all  points  are  well  sold  up  and  are  much 
lower  than  they  have  been  at  this  time  for  several  years.  This 
has  given  some  stability  to  the  market  and  the  slight  advances 
are  maintained.  Chestnut  coal  continues  in  short  supply  with 
most  of  the  interests  but  all  other  sizes  are  sufficient  to  meet  cur¬ 
rent  demand.  The  steam  sizes  of  anthracite  are  hardening  and 
prices  on  pea  and  buckwheat  have  been  advanced  loto  15  cents  dur¬ 
ing  the  week.  Any  curtailment  in  the  output  will  strengthen  the 
steam  sizes.  The  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  in  a  strong  position 
owing  to  the  poor  transportation  facilities  on  land  and  water.  The 
effect  of  this  has  been  to  advance  prices  of  coal.  Shipments  from 
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PRICES  F.  O.  IS.  NEW  YORK  SHIPPING  PORTS. 
December  21,  1898. 

Broken.  Egg.  Stove. 

Companies  Free  Burning 

$3-90  $4-15 


White  Ash .  $3.65 


Nut 

$3-90 


STEAM  SIZES. 

Pea . 

Buckwheat . 

Rice . 


$2.25-$2.50 
1.65-  2.00 
•  1-30-  1.45 


AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES. 

White  ash . «r  00 

Pink  ash .  5  50 

Red  ash .  ^  75 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  shows  a  continuation  of  about  the  same  condi¬ 
tions  that  have  existed  for  the  past  few  weeks.  The  exorbitant  coastwise 
freights  have  limited  shipments  to  actual  necessities  though  the  shortage  of 
stocks  in  many  dealers’  hands  have  compelled  them  to  pay  the  advance  price. 
Those  who  are  making  these  shipments  will  make  them  go  as  far  as  possible 
in  the  hope  of  a  reduction  from  the  present  high  rates  in  the  near  future. 
This  and  the  reduction  in  the  consumption  in  the  past  few  days  due  to  the 
milder  weather  has  shown  a  decrease  in  the  orders  coming  into  the  market. 
It  is  thought  that  the  falling  off  in  new  business  amounts  to  fully  twenty- five 
per  cent.  There  is,  however,  enough  business  offering  with  the  orders  in  hand 
to  keep  most  of  the  shippers  busy  and  with  the  small  amount  of  stocks  in  deal¬ 
ers’  hands  is  thought  to  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  mines  running  on  their 
jjresent  basis  until  the  end  of  the  year.  The  opinion  is,  however,  that  some 
action  will  have  to  be  taken  to  regulate  the  tonnage  before  the  end  of  the 
month,  or  the  new  year  may  not  open  up  as  propitiously  as  is  anticipated, 
the  argument  being  offered  that  with  the  present  hand  to  mouth  buying  a 
week  or  ten  days  of  mild  weather  would  create  a  very  weak  market,  and  pos¬ 
sibly  a  reduction  in  prices.  Stocks  at  all  points  are  pretty  well  sold  up  and 
are  materially  lower  than  they  have  been  for  some  years  past  at  this  time. 
This  has  given  some  strength  to  the  market.  Prices  are  pretty  well  upheld  at 
the  slight  advances  of  the  past  few  weeks.  Nut  coal  is  still  reported  short 
with  most  interests  though  the  other  sizes  are  in  sufficient  supply  to  meet  the 
present  demand.  The  steam  sizes  are  hardening  up  somewhat;  prices  having 
advanced  some  10  or  15  cents  a  ton  on  pea  and  buckwheat  during  the  past 
week.  The  market  on  these  sizes  will  likely  show  an  upward  tendency  from 
this  out  and  the  belief  is  that  with  a  curtailment  of  the  output  these  sizes  will 
run  very  short  in  the  near  future. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  in  a  strong  position  as  to  demand 
at  this  writing  produced  by  the  transportation  situation  on  both  land  and  water, 
the  same  as  it  was  last  week,  is  very  poor  and  hampers  all  shipments.  Indeed 
it  has  had  the  effect  _pf  advancing  the  prices  of  coal  which  shows  that 
it  is  “an  ill  wind,  etc.’’  The  vessel  supply  at  the  lower  ports  has  not 
improved  to  any  extent  and  the  shipments  from  these  ports  are  greatly 
reduced  from  what  they  should  be.  What  vessels  go  there  are  immediately 
snapped  up  at  advanced  figures  and  it  would  take  a  considerably  larger 
quantity  of  vessels  at  these  ports  to  reduce  freights  materially.  However, 
it  IS  having  the  effect  of  putting  orders  on  the  waiting  list  that  would  other¬ 
wise  be  shipped  and  cancelling  others.  There  has  been  some  tonnage 
shipped  at  the  New  York  Harbor  ports  around  the  Cape,  it  being  more 
advantageous  to  do  so  than  pay  the  advanced  figures  at  the  lower 
ports.  This  would  indicate  that  when  the  vessels  get  again  to  running 
regularly  that  freights  have  to  be  reduced  to  some  extent  to  meet  the 
New  York  Harbor  freights.  The  other  point  that  is  troubling  the  trade 
is  the  nia.in  line  railroads  to  tide,  which  is  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition 
and  is  limited  to  a  considerable  extent  to  the  main  line  roads  themselves.  It 
is  understood  that  some  trade  has  been  taken  during  the  week  at  figures  below 
last  year.  The  amount  is  not  great,  but  it  runs  up  into  the  one  or  two  tens  of 
thousands  of  tons.  This  looks  as  if  the  main  line  presidents’  meeting  were 
not  efficacious  to  a  resultant  point,  though  nothing  is  known  in  regard  to  same 
and  only  deductions  can  be  made  by  the  acts  of  contractors  in  the  market.  It 
IS  to  be  much  deplored  if  this  season  is  going  to  see  a  continuation  of  the  fierce 
cutting  ofjprices  of  last  year  which  would  mean  that  some  of  the  cost  of  pro¬ 
duction  and  carrying  is  to  be  given  away  to  the  consumers. 

Trade  in  the  far  East  is  not  as  active  as  in  the  other  consuming  territories 
and  it  is  believed  is  curtailed  and  limited  by  the  high  ocean  freights.  Trade 
this  side  of  Cape  Cod  is  active  and  a  good  deal  of  coal  is  going  forward  by 
water  and  increased  amounts  by  rail  to  those  rail  points  that  are  advanta¬ 
geously  situated.  New  York  Harbor  trade  is  fairly  active.  All  the  consumers 
are  calling  for  coal  with  a  reduced  amount  of  time  for  shipment,  which  adds 
another  difficult  element  to  the  soft  coal  business  at  this  time.  All  rail  trade 
shows  a  good  demand  and  a  fair  amount  of  tonnage  is  going  forward,  though 
we  hear  of  further  reductions  in  prices  on  this  class  of  trade.  The  demand 
from  foreign  ports  is  good  and  the  indications  are  that  this  business  will  show 
a  much  better  tonnage  during  the  coming  year. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  not  entirely  up  to  the  mark.  Car  sup¬ 
ply  is  limited,  it  is  stated,  to  the  most  favored  customers  and  has  been  felt  by 
producers  owning  their  own  cars,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  the  trouble 
is  to  be  placed  not  only  in  the  car  supply,  but  in  the  motive  power  as  well.  In 
the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  still  scarce  though  freights  from  the 
lower  ports  are  a  little  less  than  what  have  been  (juoted.  This  is  not  appar¬ 
ently  from  any  additional  vessel  supply,  but  that  the  market  would  not  stand 
uie  rates.  We  (juote  cuirent  rates  of  freight  as  follows:  from  Philadelphia  to 
Boston  and  Salem,  5i-35l  Providence,  New  Bedford  and  the  Sound,  $1.10; 
Portland  and  Portsmouth,  $1.40;  Wareham,  $1.25®?!. 35;  Lynn  and  Newbury- 
port,  $1.50;  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  10  to  15  cents  above  these 
rates. 


PHILADELPHIA. 

December  19,  1898. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  shows  a  large  movement  of  coal  to  the  various 
consuming  territories  due  to  the  colder  weather,  which  has  increased  the  con¬ 
sumption  at  all  points  to  a  maximum,  and  has  created  a  more  hopeful  feeling 
among  the  mining  interests  generally.  The  milder  climate  of  the  last  day  or 
two  has  not  yet  affected  this  market  as  most  shippers  have  still  enough  orders 
on  hand  to  keep  them  busy  for  a  week  or  two,  and  it  is  thought  that  the  scare 
some  of  the  dealers  received  by  the  recent  storms  by  having  had  to  wait  for 
shipments,  will  cause  them  to  carry  a  little  larger  stocks,  which  would  seem 
to  insure  a  fair  business  for  some  little  time.  However,  should  the  present 
temperature  continue  for  several  weeks,  there  will  likely  be  a  slump  in 
the  market,  as  the  present  rate  of  mining  would  soon  see  an 

excess  of  coal  at  the  shipping  ports.  Line  and  city  trade  keep 
up  a  regular  demand  which  is  sufficient  to  absorb  all  the 

coal  going  forward  and  prices  are  showing  considerable  strength 

with  an  upward  tendency.  Orders  from  the  East  are  restricted  to  absolute 
necessities  or  to  those  concerns  owning  their  own  barges,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  exorbitant  ocean  freights  now  prevailing  which  are  anywhere  up 
to  $1.35  to  Boston.  There  is,  however,  a  good  deal  of  coal  still  being  shipped 
to  this  territory  on  old  business  where  buyers  are  calling  for  coal.  Prices  are 
reported  strong  at  S2.25  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  breaker  for  stove  coal.  At  New  York 
prices  have  strengthened  somewhat  and  are  now  quoted  at  53.65  for  stove,  S3. 50 
for  nut  and  egg,  S3. 35  all  f.  o.  b.  The  chances  of  any  further  advances  will  be 
entirely  dependent  on  the  weather  as  there  is  not  likely  to  be  any  change  made 
in  circular  quotations  by  the  companies. 

The  soft  coal  trade  continues  active.  The  demand  at  this  writing 
is  in  excess  of  the  available  coal  for  shipment  at  tidewater  ports. 
The  difficulty  seerns  now  not  only  to  be  with  the  vessel  market,  but  to 
get  the  coal  to  tide,  and  although  there  is  still  a  great  scarcity  of  coast¬ 
wise  vessels,  the  shortage  in  cars  and  the  lack  of  water  power  has  hampered 
shipments  to  a  great  extent.  Shipments  from  the  lower  ports  have  on  this  ac¬ 
count  fallen  off  during  the  week,  and  we  notice  an  increase  of  shipments  from 
the  New  York  harbor  ports  toaround  the  Cape,  freights  being  more  advanta¬ 
geous  as  compared  with  the  lower  ports.  We  hear  of  some  business  taken  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  at  figures  as  low  as  any  heard  during  the  year.  This  is  rather 
strange  and  is  looked  upon  as  very  risky  business,  when  there  is  likely  to  be 
an  advance  in  through  freights  for  the  year,  besides  the  general  tendency  is 
for  better  prices,  and  coal  during  the  week  has  been  obtaining  considerably 
higher  figures  than  it  has  for  some  time.  All  rail  trade  shows  a  good  demand 
though  prices  are  not  as  good  as  would  like  to  be  seen.  There  is  a  continued 
demand  for  foreign  shipments  and  this  class  of  trade  is  inclined  to  show  a 
much  better  tonnage  than  heretofore. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  still  scarce  though  freights  area 
little  lower  than  they  were.  We  quote  current  quotations  as  follows  from  Phil¬ 
adelphia  to  Boston  and  Salem  $1.35,  Sound  ports  Si. 10,  Portland  and  Ports¬ 
mouth  Si. 40,  Wareham  $1.25  to  .$1.35,  Lynn  and  Newburyport  S1.50. 

Prices  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News,  S1.60  to 

51.75  E  o.  b.  Philadelphia,  Si. 25  to  $1.  50  for  the  poorer  grades  and  Si  65  to 

51. 75  on  better  grades  of  coal.  New  York  harbor  shipping  port  from  S2.10  to 
$2.20  on  higher  grades,  and  S1.60  to  Si. 75  on  the  poorer  grades  of  coal. 


CONNELLSVILLE,  PA. 


December  20,  1898. 


I  he  Courier  says:  “The  prospects  are  such  that  coke  operators  all  over 
the  Connellsville  district  look  forward  to  a  bright  opening  of  the  year  1899. 
Indications  are  that  prices  for  coke  during  the  coming  year,  or  the  first  half  at 
least,  will  not  be  lower  than  Si.5n  a  ton  delivered  on  cars  at  the  ovens,  and  a 
number  of  contracts  are  reported  to  have  been  made  with  Valley  furnaces  for 
Si. 60  per  ton. 

“The  report  of  the  Connellsville  region  for  the  week  ending  Saturday, 
December  10,  shows  18,463  ovens,  of  which  15,018  are  active  and  3,445  are  idle. 
The  estimated  production  for  the  week  was  155,024  tons, .compared  with  154,866 
tons  the  week  previous.  There  were  few  changes  of  importance  made  in  the 
list  of  active  ovens.  The  shipments  last  week  aggregated  8.702  cars,  a  de¬ 
crease  of  221  cars  compared  with  the  shipments  for  the  week  previous.’’ 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds  from  Connellsville  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  any  part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption,  are  as  follows: 


To  Pittsburg . $0.55 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  Valley . 1.10 

To  Cleveland,  O . 1.40 

To  Buffalo,  N.  Y . 1.76 

To  Detroit,  Mich . 2.10 

To  Cincinnati,  O . 1.75 

To  Toledo,  O . 2.05 

To  Columbus.  O . 1.45 

To  Ellwood,  Ind . 2.25 

To  Louisville,  Ky . 2.75 

To  Chicago.  Ill . 2.25 


To  St.  Louis,  Mo . $2.90 

To  East  St.  Louis . 2.26 

To  Cairo,  Ill . 3.80 

To  Joliet,  Ill . 2.25 

To  Peoria,  Ill . 2.26 

To  Baltimore . 1.96 

To  Boston . 3.60 

To  Montreal,  Can . 3.91Ji 

To  New  York . 2.94 

To  Philadelphia . 2.15 


WHEELING,  W.  VA. 

December  21,  1898. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  situation  in  West  Virginia  this  week, 
except  in  so  far  as  a  slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  manufacturing  plants 
in  operation,  owing  to  the  approach  of  the  holiday  and  stock-taking  season, 
has  reduced  the  call  for  coal  temporarily.  The  weather  is  a  little  more  mod¬ 
erate,  but  it  doesn’t  affect  the  retail  trade  which  is  large  and  encouraging. 
The  shipments  from  this  state  and  from  the  Eastern  Ohio  mines  to  the  West 
continue  encouraging  and  the  East  Ohio  mines  are  doing  better  than  in  a  long 
time.  The  Fairmont,  West  Virginia  Central,  and  Norfolk  and  Western  mines 
are  well  employed,  and  no  change  is  to  be  noted  in  any  of  these  regions.  The 
breaking  up  of  the  ice  in  the  Ohio  and  Kanawha  rivers  has  caused  a  boom  in 
the  Kanawha  valley,  and  the  mines  there  are  all  well  employed.  The  rail 
shippers  in  the  Kanawha  and  New  River  valleys  have  felt  a  decided  improve¬ 
ment  lately,  and  miners  are  being  brought  in  from  elsewhere  to  supply  the 
demand. 
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During  the  past  week,  on  account  of  rapid  rise  in  the  temperature,  there 
has  been  some  little  decrease  in  the  general  demand  for  anthracite  and  the 
movement  of  coal  has  been  of  more  moderate  proportions  in  a  wholesale  way. 
The  shortage  of  chestnut  is  still  the  more  prominent  feature,  and  while  there 
is  a  firmer  feeling  in  the  market  there  is  greater  strength  manifested  in  nut 
coal  than  there  is  in  the  other  sizes.  The  regular  selling  price  of  the  domestic 
size  is  $4.25  and  $4.00  for  broken,  while  $4.50  appears  to  be  the  established 
rate  for  chestnut.  There  is  not  a  large  dealer  in  the  city  or  on  the  outskirts 
who  could  not  dispose  of  more  nut  coal,  if  he  could  get  it,  but  all  large  orders 
are  cut  down.  The  last  arrivals  of  coal  by  lake  did  not  add  very  much  to  the 
stock  on  docks  of  chestnut,  and  that  which  was  received  is  being  rapidly  de¬ 
pleted.  The  dependence  now  of  the  trade  will  have  to  be  placed  upon  the 
receipts  by  all-rail,  and  if  the  month  of  November  is  any  criterion— which 
shows  a  heavy  decrease  as  compared  with  a  year  ago — too  much  dependence 
should  not  be  placed  upon  them.  The  stronger  feeling  in  ihe  Chicago  market 
is  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  nearly  all  if  not  all  of  the  shippers  have  smaller 
stocks  than  had  been  generally  anticipated.  The  movement  of  anthracite  at 
retail  has  not  been  as  active  as  it  was  earlier  in  the  month,  but  the  total  ton¬ 
nage  is  fair  considering  the  milder  weather.  The  retail  price  ranges  from  $5.25 
to  $5.50,  according  to  circumstances,  and  the  former  figures  are  now  inside. 

Soft  coal,  notwithstanding  the  more  moderate  weather,  is  still  111  short 
supply  not  only  locally  but  at  most  of  the  other  large  towns  and  the  demand 
shows  little  if  any  decrease.  This  demand  for  bituminous  coal  is  not  confined 
to  the  larger  industries  and  heavy  consumers,  such  as  railroads,  but  appears  to 
be  general  and  the  reason  for  it  is  not  hard  to  discover.  The  trade  know 
that,  befcre  Christmas  and  to  New  Year’s  day,  the  miners  as  a  rule  will  not 
work  steadily,  if  at  all,  which  together  with  the  small  stocks  held  throughout 
the  country,  tend  to  increase  the  anxiety  of  consumers  and  dealers  to  accumu¬ 
late  some  small  stock  of  soft  coal.  So  that  in  the  event  of  such  cold  weather 
as  obtained  ten  days  ago  it  is  more  than  probable  there  would  be  a  real  scarcity 
of  coal.  Again,  with  a  steadily  rising  market  price  and  a  more  general  and 
better  demand  for  soft  coal  than  has  been  known  for  several  years,  large  buy¬ 
ers  as  well  as  small,  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  keep  their  stocks  in  fair 
shape.  This,  however,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
railroads  are  laboring  under  the  disadvantages  of  poor  car  supply  and  more  or 
less  lack  of  the  necessary  motive  power  to  move  their  increasing  traffic.  Of 
course  it  is  not  admitted  for  a  minute  that  there  will  be  or  would  be  any  posi¬ 
tive  famine  except  in  the  case  of  very  severe  weather  or  a  serious  blockade 
following  a  heavy  fall  of  snow.  And  yet  in  the  coal  trade  these  contingencies 
have  to  be  provided  against  as  much  as  possible.  The  advances  which  are 
now  in  operation  are  well  maintained  which  is  more  than  can  be  said  for  freight 
rates  on  some  of  the  roads  terminating  in  Chicago. 

Coke  is  in  some  demand  but  as  usual  towards  the  end  of  the  year  there  is 
always  a  falling  off  in  this  fueh _ 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 

December  22,  i8g8. 

Kansas  City  is  enjoying  a  period  of  “soft"  weather,  and  to  the  coal  men  it 
is  a  real  enjoyment,  and  more  would  be  welcomed.  There  is  no  “let  up"  to  the 
stringency  on  soft  coal;  the  town  and  country  still  on  the  verge  of  a  coal  fam¬ 
ine  What  is  being  done  with  what  coal  is  being  produced  is  a  mystery,  as  no 
one  can  be  found  who  will  admit  that  he  is  getting  more  than  one  per  cent  of 
his  share.  Within  the  last  week  the  trouble  has  been  augmented  by  a  strike 
in  what  is  locally  known  as  the  Lexington  Field.  This  includes  Lexington, 
Higginsville,  Dover,  Mayview  and  other  small  camps.  The  men  quit  because 
of  a  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  operators  to  accede  to  an  increase  in  the  price  of 
mining  amounting  to  12  cents  per  ton.  ,  , 

On  Monday  of  this  week  one  operator  came  to  terrns  and  he  is  loading 
coal  but  up  to  the  present  time  he  appears  to  be  alone  in  the  business  at  that 
point.  The  Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  at  Higginsville,  who  operate  four  mines 
have  given  it  out  that  they  will  not  produce  a  single  ton  at  the  advance,  and 
their  mines  are  closed  and  may  remain  so.  The  men  in  the  Cherokee  fields  are 
improving  the  opportunity  to  even  up  on  a  few  old  scores  and  at  several  of  the 
mines  they  have  quit  for  a  few  days  at  a  time  till  the  screens  were  shortened,  a 
spike  driven  in  the  track,  the  mules  fed  or  some  equally  important  request 
complied  with.  In  this  district  also  the  men  are  quietly  organizing,  and  it  is 
probably  a  matter  of  a  few  weeks  till  the  “scabs”  will  have  to  “scoot." 

The  Chicago  &  Alton  road  has  made  a  rate  on  soft  coal  from  mines  in 
the  Springfield,  III.,  district  to  Kansas  City  of  Si. 5°  per  ton,  and  while  consid¬ 
erable  effort  seems  to  have  been  made  to  get  shipments  forward  from  there, 
yet  the  amount  is  not  large.  This  rate  expires  on  the  28th  inst.,  and  unless  re¬ 
newed  will  help  the  situation  but  very  little.  Mines  in  southern  Illinois  seem 
tohave  plenty  of  coal,  but  carsare  not  in  sufficient  abundance  there  to  take  care 
of  the  ordinary  business,  to  say  nothing  about  taking  some  emergency  orders. 
Retail  prices  on  soft  lump  coal  are  from  S3.25  to  S3-75  per  ton,  while  m  car  lots 
to  the  trade  they  are  from  $2.25  to  $2.50.  ■ 

Trade  on  anthracite  is  quiet.  Just  at  present  there  is  very  little  doing  in  a 
car  lot  way.  The  dealer  is  fully  aware  that  the  consumer  has  even  now  about 
exhausted  his  yearly  allowance,  and  will  be  crying  for  more  before  the  end  of 
thirty  days.  In  a  small  way  and  for  quick  deliveries,  there  should  be  a  fair 
demand  for  hard  coal  after  January.  Until  that  time  the  dealer  has  plenty  to 
take  care  of  the  orders  which  may  come  to  him  before  that.  Car  lot  prices  on 
hard  coal  are  running  from  86.25  to  $6.50,  and  no  one  in  any  urgent  need  of 
any. 


BOSTON,  3IASS. 

December  20,  1898. 

The  companies  met  and  advanced  prices  25c  per  ton  on  all  domestic  sizes 
of  anthracite  this  week.  It  is  too  early  as  yet  to  have  the  market  show  wheth¬ 
er  or  no  this  can  be  maintained. 

The  movement  in  hard  coal  since  the  first  of  the  month  from  a  wholesal¬ 
er’s  standpoint  has  been  very  light  indeed. 

The  companies’  prices  on  free  burning  white  ash  coals,  net  New  York, 
are  as  follows:  Stove,  $3  75  @—1  egg,  83-50@— 1  free  broken,  S3.25;  chestnut, 
$3.65^0)3.75.  Individual  operators  sell  1 5@2o  cents  under  these  prices. 

Bhuminnus  —There  has  been  a  very  strong  market  in  bituminous  coal  in 
the  past  week,  just  as  there  was  in  the  two  preceding  ones.  This  is  directly 
due  to  the  storm  which  destroyed  so  much  tonnage  and  was  the  loss  of  so  much 

Prices  are:  Georges  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Philadelphia,  $1-75:  Clearfield, 
$1.25  @  Si. 35:  Pocahontas  and  New  River,  f.  o.  b.  Norfolk  and  Newport  News, 
$1.75;  Georges  Creek,  Cumberland,  at  Baltimore,  81.65. 

Freight  rates  have  jumped  up  rapidly  in  consequence.  Those  who  had  to 
have  coal  have  paid  the  exorbitant  rates,  however. 

Not  a  few  New  England  manufacturers  are  anxious  about  the  coal  sup¬ 
plies  and  are  pushing  their  dealers  with  whom  they  have  contracts.  Prices  at 

shipping  ports  are  unchanged. 

Freight  rates  —The  rates  are  higher  this  week  than  they  were. 

Retail  Trade.— There  has  been  scarcely  any  more  doing  this  week  than 
last.  Trade  is  only  seasonable  Prices  are  firm  but  higher. 

ST.  PAUL  AND  MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 

December  22,  1898. 

The  price  of  anthracite,  84.50  at  the  docks,  which  was  made  on  the  15th, 
shows  that  the  fear  of  a  severe  shortage  at  the  docks  will  be  very  likely  to  be 
realized.  The  weather  has  let  up  a  little  during  the  past  week,  but  this  was 
to  be  expected,  as  the  weather  we  have  had  for  a  couple  of  weeks  could  not 
possibly  keep  up  its  gait  anywhere  this  side  of  the  Klondike.  There  is  prac¬ 
tically  no  change  in  the  bituminous  market. 

There  is  a  great  scarcity  of-  soft  coal  throughout  Northern  and  Western 
Iowa  All  Iowa  mines  are  taxed  to  their  full  capacity,  but  their  output  is  in¬ 
adequate  to  supply  the  demands.  Many  of  the  larger  towns  have  not  more 
than  a  48-hour  supply  on  hand.  A  number  of  mines  have  notified  retailers 

of  a  25  to  50  cent  advance  per  ton  in  prices.  ,  tt,  , 

The  State  Railroad  Commission  today  took  up  the  NewLlm  coal  rate 
case  against  the  M.&  St.  L  ,  St.  P.  &  D.  and  Northwestern  lines. 

Preliminary  testimony  was  given  by  the  complainants  last  week  at  New 
Ulm  and  the  hearing  adjourned  to  give  the  roads  time  to  decide  whether  they 
would  make  public  how  the  charge  of  82.50  per  ton  was  divided  between  the 

connecting  lines  under  their  joint  arrangements.  ,•  o  o  i  ■ 

General  Freight  Agent  M.  L.  Hopkins,  of  the  Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis, 
was  again  questioned  and  refused  to  disclose  the  division  of  the  charge  made 
between  his  road  and  the  St.  Paul  &  Duluth.  ,  u  •  j- 

The  railroads  contend  that  they  cannot  be  compelled  to  disclose  their  di¬ 
vision  of  earnings  with  connecting  lines,  so  long  as  the  rate  which  the  con- 
sumer  has  to  p-iy  is  reasonable.  The  principle  is  one  considered  of  vital  im- 

portance,  both  by  the  roads  and  by  the  commission.  , 

General  Solicitor  A.  E.  Clarke,  of  the  Minneapolis  &  St  Louis,  argued  the 
point  at  length.  He  stated  the  public  could  have  no  right  to  meddle  with  the 
division  of  a  rate  which  the  roads  make  between  themselves.  The  fact  that 
the  Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  between  St.  Paul  and  New  Ulm  carries  goods  at 
a  loss  can  have  no  bearing  upon  the  through  rate  which  the  New  Ulm  people 

are  entitled  to  for  coal  brought  from  Duluth  to  New  Ulm.  The  people  are 

only  interested  that  the  rates  which  they  pay  shall  be  reasonable. 

Judge  Ira  B  Mills  questioned  whether  the  public  were  not  also  entitled  to 
know  where  the  railroads  threw  the  burden  for  a  loss  on  one  class  of  traffic, 
whether,  for  example,  a  loss  on  transporting  gram  was  not  made  up  on  coal. 
He  also  thought  that  the  amount  which  the  Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis,  or  the 

Duluth  actually  received  for  carrying  the  coal  its  part  of  the  distance  might 
be  evidence  going  to  show  what  is  a  reasonable  rate  between  these  points. 

Mr  Clark  admitted  that  the  Minneapolis,  New  Ulm  &  Southwestern  did 
not  pay  operating  expenses,  even  when  they  are  allowed  pay  for  a  mile  and  a 
half  for  each  mile  they  carry  freight  and  are  asked  to  pay  only  a  srnall  part  of 
their  proportion  of  the  actual  expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  the  other 

branches  of  the  road.  t  ■  .  j 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  also  questioned  as  to  the  way  freight  rates  were  made 

up  He  stated  that  no  mathematical  calculation  was  possibk. 

The  short  line  made  the  rate  which  the  business  would  warrant  and  the 
longer  lines  were  obliged  to  meet  it.  The  fact  that  lines  from  Chicago  to  Iowa 
points  charged  less  per  ton  mile  than  Minnesota  lines  to  New  Ulm  he  believed 
did  not  show  that  Minnesota  rates  were  unreasonable.  All  the  conditions  of 
competition,  volume  of  business  and  location  must  be  taken  into  consideration. 
Neither  would  the  local  charge  on  gram  and  coal  between  Duluth  and  St. 
Paul  be  a  fair  criterion,  because  of  the  facility  of  handling  his  business  and 
the  immense  amount  of  this  class  of  freight  carried  between  the  points  narned. 

Those  present  at  the  session  this  morning  were:  Commissioners  Mills 
and  Ker,Tecretary  Telsberg,  Attorney  General  Childs,  W.  M.  Hopkins, 
general  freight  agent  of  the  M.  &  St.  L;  A  E.  Clarke,  general  solicitor  of  the 
M  &St  L-  James  T.  Clark,  general  traffic  manager,  and  Judge  Thomas 
Wilson,  general  counsel  of  the  Omaha;  W  W.  Brighton,  general  freight 
agent,  and  General  Counsel  Hadley,  of  the  St.  Paul  &  Duluth. 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

December  22,  1898. 

Receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  by  lake  at  Milwaukee  for  the 
year  1898  are  as  follows: 

1898  Tons  1897  Tons 

Anthracite . 76o,6 1 8  Anthracite . 645 .884 

Bituminous . 826.028  Bituminous . •  »45,oo4 

Potal . 1,586,646  Total . 1,490,888 
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The  Black  Diamond. 


ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

December  22,  1898. 

The  coal  trade  at  this  point  continues  to  be  in  a  very  healthy  condition 
although  the  mild  weather  of  the  past  week  has  considerably  lessened  the 
domestic  demand,  which  is  no  small  factor  in  this  market.  The  interior  towns 
report  coal  more  easily  to  secure  than  a  few  weeks  ago  when  very  nearly  every 
town  in  the  state  reported  a  scarcity  of  coal,  which  the  local  press  always  likes 
to  scare  its  readers  by  calling  it  in  big  head-lines  “a  coal  famine.”  Cars  while 
not  as  plentiful  as  they  might  be  are  generally  secured  without  much  delay 
and  the  cry  of  “no  cars  to  ship  coal”  is  very  seldom  heard. 

It  was  rumored  here  during  the  week,  but  the  report  could  not  be  verified, 
that  the  St.  Louis  &  O’Fallon  Coal  Co.,  would  be  reorganized.  The  announce¬ 
ment  was  made  that  this  company  had  let  contracts  for  the  building  of  the  St. 
Louis  &  O' h allon  Railway,  which  will  be  a  private  concern.  Some  time  ago 
the  St.  Louis  &  O’Fallon  Coal  Co.,  purchased  1,400  acres  of  land  south  of 
O  Fallon,  Ill.,  mining  engineers  having  declared  it  an  excellent  bituminous 
field.  Last  fall,  one  shaft  was  sunk  and  a  fine  vein  was  discovered.  Several 
more  shafts  will  be  lowered  within  the  next  few  months.  The  road  will  start 
from  East  St.  Louis,  running  direct  to  the  company’s  properties,  a  distance  of 
twelve  miles. 

A  reduction  of  50c  in  the  rate  on  Connellsville  coke,  making  it  $2.40  per 
ton,  has  caused  (juite  a  demand  for  that  article. 

The  advance  sheets  of  the  twelfth  annual  report  on  the  coal  mines  of  the 
state  of  Missouri  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  prepared  by  State  Coal 
Mine  Inspector,  Charles  Evans,  show  many  gratifying  features  associated 
with  the  year’s  work.  The  coal  product  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1898,  amounted  to  2,838,152  tons,  leading  last  year’s  output  by  408,704  tons. 
The  average  price  per  ton  received  at  the  mines  was  55i.io,  making  the  aggre¬ 
gate  value  of  the  product  ^3, 148,862,  showing  an  increase  over  the  former  year 
of  $464,105,  or  17  per  cent.  During  the  year  377  mines  were  operated,  with  an 
average  of  7,391  men. 


PITTSBUIUi,  PA. 

December  22,  1898. 

The  past  week  developed  nothing  new  ia  the  coal  trade,  further  than  arise 
in  the  river  which  at  this  writing  is  taking  out  a  large  amount  of  fuel  to  the 
lower  ports.  There  is  considerable  coal  loaded  as  the  miners  have  been  quite 
busy.  Throughout  the  river  district  there  is  little  trouble  among  the  miners. 
At  a  few  points,  however,  there  are  local  troubles  remaining  unsettled,  which 
keep  the  union  officials  busy.  At  these  places  meetings  are  being  held,  and 
the  union  claims  pushed. 

In  the  railroad  district  business  is  going  on  at  about  the  same  rate  as  for 
several  weeks  past.  The  let  up  of  the  cold  snap  has  given  river  fuel  a  better 
chance  to  reach  the  mills,  and  there  is  not  so  much  railroad  coal  being  used  in 
this  way.  The  mines  in  the  railroad  district  are  running  fairly  well,  for  the 
winter  season.  The  local  consumption  of  coal  is  not  so  large  this  week  as  it 
was  last.  Domestic  demand  is  not  so  strong  as  the  weather  is  much  milder. 
Mill  operations,  however,  continue  good,  and  a  large  amount  of  coal  is  being 
consumed.  Prices  this  week  show  no  change.  River  coal  is  3>^c  per  bushel 
for  lump,  2j^c  for  run  of  mine,  and  2ji(c  for  slack.  For  railroad  coal  82c  per 
ton  is  still  (juoted  at  mine,  and  $1.07  f.  o.  b.  Pittsburg. 

About  the  only  topic  of  interest  discussed  in  trade  circles  just  now  is 
tie  probable  outcome  of  the  Miners’  National  Convention  and  the  interstate 
meeting  of  both  sides  to  be  held  here  next  month.  There  will  doubtless  be 
some  warm  debate  at  both  meetings.  The  miners  will  have  their  own  troubles 
to  adjust,  and  in  conference  with  the  operators  there  will  be  a  big  wrangle  on 
mining  rates. 


IIALTIMOKE,  MD. 

December  21,  1898. 

The  same  condition  of  affairs  exists  at  this  point  at  present  writing  as  was 
the  case  in  my  letter  of  last  week.  Rates  are  a  trifle  high  and  very  firm. 
The  schooners  Ben.  I.  Poole  and  the  Henry  S.  Little  have  been  chartered  at 
$1.50,  the  former  to  Boston  and  the  latter  to  Portland,  Me.  The  following  fig¬ 
ures  are  quoted  on  Southern  ports  by  a  leading  shipper:  Savannah,  $i.oo- 
Charleston,  $1.10;  Port  Royal,  $1.25:  Galveston,  $1.80. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  is  experimenting  with  an  80,000-pound  coal 
car  between  Cumberland  and  Baltimore,  where  the  heavy  movement  of  coal 
will  justify  an  increase  in  the  capacity  of  the  cars.  The  present  cars  now  in 
use  have  50  per  cent  greater  capacity  than  those  used  three  years  ago;  but 
with  the  changes  m  the  line  and  the  relaying  of  the  track  with  85 -pound  steel 
and  the  erection  of  modern  steel  bridges,  the  receivers  believe  it  possible  to 
increase  the  car  capacity  ta8o,ooo  pounds. 

Two  barges  are  being  built  for  The  Consolidation  Coal  Company  to  re¬ 
place  those  lost  in  the  November  storms. 


fSAN  FKASCISCO,  CAL. 

December  17,  1898. 

During  the  week  there  have  been  four  deliveries  of  coal  from  Oregon  with 
1,615  tons,  three  from  Washington  10,500  tons,  three  from  British  Columbia 
9,493  Jons,  two  from  Swansea  4,041  tons;  total,  25,649  tons.  This  is  a  very  light 
week  s  receipt  of  coal  at  this  season,  as  the  quantity  consumed  will  greatly  ex¬ 
ceed  this  amount,  and  the  late  storms  will  materially  increase  the  usual 
amount  burnt.  The  result  will  be  the  engagement  of  all  vessels  suitable  for 
the  transportation  of  fuel  from  all  our  Coast  mines;  for  the  present  sailors  are 
iiot  plentiful,  as  they  are  nearly  all  off  the  Coast  on  foreign  business.  Still 
there  should  be  sufficient  steam  tonnage  to  meet  our  immediate  wants.  Since 
my  last,  we  have  had  a  most  propitious  rainfall,  lacking  somewhat  in  quantity, 
yet  covering  a  large  area  of  country  where  most  needed, and  the  prospects  are 
most  encouraging  fora  repetition  very  shortly.  Threeinches  moreof  rain  with¬ 
in  the  next  twenty  days,  will  be  followed  by  shipowners  offering  to  carry  coal 
from  Australia  and  Europe,  at  a  decline  from  present  asking  figures.  If  we 
can  only  demonstrate  to  them,  that  their  property  will  find  profitable  employ- 
ment  after  arrival  here,  they  will  gladly  come.  It  is  many  years  since  that  so 
small  an  amount  of  foreign  coal  will  be  delivered  here  in  December, as  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  not  over  five  foreign  cargoes  will  arrive  here  before 
New  Years. 


[December  24 


DULUTH  AND  SUPERIOR. 

December  21,  1898. 

‘he  coal  companies  operating  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  are  finding  it 
difficult  to  keep  their  docks  busy  during  the  decline  in  business,  occasioned 
by  the  continued  mild  weather.  At  the  present  time  this  is  purely  a  weather 
market  and  coal  only  moves  as  it  is  needed.  The  prices  for  hard  coal  remain 
firm  at  $4.25  a  ton  for  egg  and  stove  and  S4.50  for  nut  at  wholesale.  The  same 
difference  is  maintained  between  nut  and  the  other  regular  sizes  in  the  retail 
trade;  the  former  bringing  25  cents  more.  There  is  little  doubt  that  there  is  a 
shortage  of  nut  coal  here. 

The  price  of  Hocking  X’alley,  Youghiougheny  and  West  Virginia  coals  is 
$2.50  a  ton  with  the  usual  difference  of  15  cents  for  unscreened. 

1  burning  in  the  Pennsylvania  &  Ohio  Fuel  Company’s  Du- 

luth  dock,  and  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  get  it  under  control.  The  amount 
ot  coal  destroyed  or  damaged  will  be  very  heavy.  A  large  amount  has  had  to 
be  moved  which  has  caused  a  heavy  expense  in  addition. 

Messrs.  Merryweather  and  Pattison,  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  in  company 
with  Messrs.  Jones  &  Adams  of  the  Pennsylvania  &  Ohio  Fuel  Company  Wre 
here  last  week  placing  valuations  on  the  latter  company’s  property  for  the  re- 
ceiyer.  ^ 


CINCINNATI,  0. 

December  22,  1898. 

The  market  conditions  here  are  entirely  changed  from  last  week.  Then 
the  river  was  full  of  heavy  floating  ice,  with  every  prospect  of  the  river  freezing 
over,  and  navigation  completely  suspended,  now  the  ice  is  all  gone,  there  is  a 
big  rise  in  ihe  river  at  Pittsburg,  and  about  5,000,000  bushels  of  coal  will  be 
added  to  this  market  and  that  of  Louisville.  The  Kanawha  river  is  also  at  a 
good  boating  stage,  and  probably  1,000,000  bushels  of  that  excellent  coal  will 
be  brought  here.  Prices  wholesale  were  just  beginning  to  jump  up  at  the  rate 
of  a  quarter  of  a  cent  a  bushel  every  day  or  two,  when  the  news  of  the  rise  and 
coal  run  was  receiyed.  Five  cents  a  bushel  afloat  was  the  highest  price  that 
Pittsburg  coal  sold  for,  and  it  is  probable  that  it  will  drop  back  to  4K  cents 
immediately. 

The  retail  dealers  did  not  have  the  nerve  last  week  to  raise  the  retail 
price,  and  there  IS  not  the  least  likelihood  of  their  doing  it  this  week.  All 
kinds  of  soft  coal  retail  for  $2.25  a  ton  delivered  to  the  consumer.  Anthracite 
IS  worth  $6  a  ton,  delivered.  Rail  coal  is  in  fair  demand  at  $1.65  and  $1.75  a 
ton  on  tracks  here,  but  there  is  a  great  howl  about  cars  being  hard  m  get 
when  wanted.  The  coming  coal  run  from  Pittsburg  and  the  Kanawha  proba¬ 
bly  settles  the  matter  of  any  high  priced  coal  here  this  winter.  There  was 
still  a  rather  large  amount  of  coal  on  this  market,  and  additional  shipments, 
due  within  the  next  few  days,  will  run  the  amount  up  to  such  a  figure  that  it 
can  not  all  be  used  up  before  more  can  be  shipped  here. 


Market  Review,  continued  from  fa^-e  yii. 

the  lower  ports  have  been  much  reduced  and  all  available  vessels 
are  snapped  up  immediately,  they  are  offered.  This  has  caused 
many  orders  to  be  put  on  the  waiting  list,  while  others  have  been 
cancelled.  It  is  stated  that  some  orders  have  been  accepted  at 
lower  figures  than  last  year,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  the 
presidents’  meeting  was  not  altogether  successful.  High  ocean 
freights  have  had  the  effect  of  curtailing  coal  business  in  the  far 
east.  Shipments  of  soft  coal  to  points  this  side  of  Cape  Cod  are 
active,  and  increased  amounts  are  going  forward  by  rail.  The 
New  York  harbor  trade  is  good,  and  plenty  of  coal  is  going  for¬ 
ward.  Export  coal  is  also  active  and  the  outlook  excellent  for 
this  class  of  trade. 

West  Virginia  advices  are  that  the  approach  of  the  holiday 
season  has  reduced  the  demand  for  coal  temporarily.  Shipments 
to  the  east  and  west  continue  fairly  active.  All  the  mines  are 
well  employed  in  the  Fairmont  region  and  along  the  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Central  and  Norfolk  &  Western  lines.  The  breaking  of  the 
ice  in  the  Kanawha  and  Ohio  rivers  has  caused  a  slight  boom  in 
the  valley  mines,  which  are  now  running  full.  In  the  New 
river  and  Kanawha  Valley  mines  much  improvement  is  noted  and 
many  miners  have  been  taken  on  from  other  districts  to  supply 
the  demand  for  coal. 

Lake  receipts  of  anthracite  coal  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  for  1898 
were  760,618  tons,  and  for  1897,  645,834  tons;  bituminous  coal, 
1898,  826,028  tons  and  for  1897,  845,004  tons.  The  market  there 
is  in  better  shape  and  a  stronger  feeling  prevails  on  coal  of  all 
kinds  and  grades. 

Cincinnati  advices  are  that  the  market  conditions  are  entirely 
changed  owing  to  the  ice  going  out  accompanied  by  a  big  rise, 
enabling  barges  carrying  5,000,000  bushels  of  coal  to  come  down 
from  Pittsburg.  About  1,000,000  bushels  are  expected  from  the 
Kanawha  region.  This  will  settle  the  matter  of  high  priced  coal 
this  winter.  Cars  are  still  reported  very  scarce  and  rail  coal  in 
fair  demand. 

Pittsburg  correspondence  is  to  the  effect  that  a  large  amount 
of  coal  has  gone  out  from  the  pools  on  the  present  rise  of  the 
river.  The  mines  in  the  railroad  district  are  running  fairly  well 
for  the  winter  season.  Consumption  of  coal  and  coke  at  mills 
continues  heavy  and  demand  good,  but  there  is  a  falling  off  in 
the  domestic  trade  owing  to  the  departure  of  Jack  Frost. 
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Thk  Black  Diamond, 


8  ON  THE  WING.  S 


The  Black  Diamond  wishes  a  happy  and  pleasant  Christmas  to  its  pa¬ 
trons  and  readers. 


♦ 

*  * 


The  Department  of  Correction  of  New  York  is  asking  for  bids  for  5,000 
tons  of  free  burning  white  ash  coal  for  delivery  in  1899. 

*  * 

The  retail  price  of  coal  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  was  advanced  25  cents  a  ton  last 

week.  This  makes  the  price  on  domestic  sizes  to  consumers  $5  a  ton. 

.  * 

*  * 

The  Board  of  Control,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  asks  proposals  for  coal  for  the  fire 
department  of  that  city  for  the  ensuing  year.  Bids  will  be  received  until  noon, 
January  n,  1899. 

*** 

Mr.  Dan’l  F.  Connor  of  New  York  is  on  the  sick  list  this  week.  He  is  suf¬ 
fering  with  attack  of  grip  being  one  of  the  great  number  who  are  affected  by 
the  epidemic  at  present. 

*** 

A  contract  for  5,000  tons  of  bituminous  coal  for  the  Government,  to  be  de¬ 
livered  at  Santiago,  was  awarded  yesterday  to  W.  D.  Althouse  &  Co.,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  whose  bid  was  $3.75  a  ton. 

♦ 

*  * 

Several  operators  on  the  C.  &  E.  I.  R.  R.,  whose  offices  are  in  Chicago, 
have  decided,  it  is  understood,  to  move  to  the  Ellsworth  building,  in  order  to 

be  closer  to  the  executive  and  business  offices  of  that  road. 

* 

:k  }te 

The  Hardee  and  Hafer  Coal  Co.  have  begun  to  sink  a  shaft  at  Hymera, 
Ind.,  to  the  second  vein,  which  is  said  to  be  about  fifty  feet  below  the  present 
vein  in  which  they  are  working.  The  new  vein  is  about  seven  feet  thick  and 
is  said  to  be  a  fi.ie  quality  of  coal. 

*  * 

Mr.  S.  C.  Schenck,  Toledo,  Ohio,  agent  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and 
Western  Railroad  Co’s  Scranton  coal  and  shipper  of  soft  coal  and  coke,  was 
a  visitor  in  Chicago  this  week.  Mr.  Schenck  remarked  that  “sales  of  anthra¬ 
cite  had  been  satisfactory  as  regards  tonnage.” 

* 

*  * 

Mr.  O.  A.  Tandy,  Monadnock  Block,  Chicago,  sales  agent  of  the  Island 
Coal  Company,  is  now  the  proud  father  of  a  little  girl— first  born,  presented  to 
him  by  his  wife  on  Tuesday,  December  13,  1898.  Congratulations,  and  may  he 
have  a  quiver  full  with  the  best  wishes  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Elliott,  of  Buenos  Ayres,  South  America,  who  is  agent  for 
Castner,  Curran  and  Bullitt,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  was  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  last  week. 
Mr.  Elliott  is  there  in  the  interests  of  his  principals,  who  are  sales  agents  of 
Pocahontas  coal,  which  they  have  introduced  into  the  Argentine  Republic. 

* 

3fC  45 

State  Geologist  Blatchley,  of  Indiana,  who  was  in  Terre  Haute  last 
week  is  reported  as  saying  that  “in  his  personal  opinion  the  heart  of  the 
Indiana  natural  gas  belt  supply  will  not  proi  ide  a  sufficient  supply 
of  gas  for  manufacturing  purposes  more  than  two  or  three  years  longer.” 

Ai  4: 

Two  new  corporations  are:  Washington  Fuel  Company,  Chicago;  capital 
$15,000,  mining  and  deal  in  coal  and  fuel ;  incorporators,  William  Siebert,  Allan 
M.  Clark,  George  Seibert.  Dutch  Hill  Coal  Company,  New  Athens;  capital, 
$2,500;  mining  and  selling  coal;  incorporators,  Louis  G.  Darmstatler,  William 
Darmstatler,  Konrad  Mueller. 

* 

*  * 

For  the  ten  months  ending  October  31,  1898,  the  exports  of  coal  were 
3,782,671  tons,  valued  at  $10,462,247.  The  average  export  value  per  ton  was 
therefore,  $2,763^.  Average  export  value  of  anthracite,' $3. 373^ ;  of  bituminous, 
$2,133^.  This  was  an  increase  over  the  same  period  of  1897  of  761,505  tons 
and  of  $1,234,248,  but  the  average  export  price  per  ton  in  1897  was  $3.05. 

* 

4t  * 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Retail  Coal  Exchange  was  held  on  Friday  the 
i6th  instant.  All  the  old  officers  were  re-elected  for  the  coming  year,  and 
Messrs.  Davies,  Mott  and  Brennan  were  elected  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  to 
take  the  place  of  those  retiring.  It  was  voted  to  hold  the  regular  annual 
dinner  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  make  arrangements  and  attend  to 
the  details. 

* 

*  4e 

It  is  stated  that  the  big  coal  companies  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  are  going 
into  the  winter  with  stocks  of  hard  coal  considerably  less  than  was  expected. 
With  the  close  of  navigation  this  has  become  quite  apparent.  It  is  estimated 
that  little,  if  any,  hard  coal  will  remain  on  the  docks  next  spring,  which  is  cer¬ 
tain  to  be  true  if  the  winter  is  a  cold  one.  Most  of  the  companies  are  short  of 
chestnut,  which  commands  25  cents  a  ton  more  than  the  other  domestic  sizes 
of  anthracite. 


The  Boston  Post,  December  7,  says:  “There  is  a  famine  in  soft  coal,  and 
many  large  establishments  are  using  the  more  expensive  anthracite.  The  rea¬ 
son  for  all  this  is  the  loss  of  this  kind  of  fuel  during  the  recent  storm,  and  also 
from  the  fact  that  there  are  so  many  vessels  laid  up  for  repairs  that  there  are 
no  facilities  for  transportation.  A  tempest  such  as  the  one  recently  experi¬ 
enced  is  far  reaching  in  its  effects.” 

* 

*  * 

Negro  miners  were  imported  from  Virginia  to  work  in  the  mines  in  the 
Kanawha  district  of  West  Virginia  last  week,  and  when  Governor  Atkinson  of 
that  state  wasappealed  to  by  officials  of  the  U.  M.  W.  Union  to  put  a  stop  to 
it,  he  is  reported  as  saying:  “I  have  no  authority  whatever  to  interfere,  as 
there  is  no  law  to  prevent  the  importation  of  laborers  from  other  states.”  The 
governor  of  Illinois  thinks  and  acts  differently. 

*  * 

A  correspondent  at  Ashland,  Wis,,  says:  “  Mr.  George  Merryweather 
general  western  agent  for  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  incorporated,  Chicago,  Mr.  Mel¬ 
vin  Patterson,  dock  superintendent  of  the  same  company,  Mr.  J.  S.  Jones,  re¬ 
ceiver  for  the  Pennsylvania  &  Ohio  Fuel  company,  and  Ole  Johnson,  of  Mil¬ 
waukee,  dock  superintendent  of  the  Pennsylvania  &  Ohio  Fuel  company, 
were  here  inspecting  dock  property  last  week.” 

* 

4c  * 

The  Manufacturers’  Advertising  Bureau,  126  Li’oerty  street.  New  York 
City,  turns  the  second  decade  of  its  existence  with  the  close  of  the  present 
year.  Mr.  Benj.  R.  Western,  the  original  and  present  proprietor,  established 
this  unique  business  in  1879  and  his  success  in  the  particular  work  he  under, 
takes  for  his  clients  is  widely  recognized  and  taken  advantage  of  by  many  of 
the  representative  manufacturers  of  the  country. 

* 

45  * 

Mr.  S.  M.  Dalzell’s  forty-eighth  anniversary  of  his  birthday  on  December 
3, 1898,  was  remembered  by  his  office  staff  at  Spring  Valley,  Ill.,  by  the  presen¬ 
tation  of  a  pair  of  handsome  diamond-studded  cuff  links.  As  most  of  our 
readers  know,  Mr..  Dalzell  is  general  manager  of  the  Spring  \"alley  Coal  Co. 
He  was  unanimously  re-elected  president  of  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Asso¬ 
ciation  at  the  meeting  at  Springfield,  December  20. 

* 

*  * 

F.  B.  Newell  &  Co.,  355  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  is  presenting  to  his 
friends  and  patrons  a  fine  colored  panoramic  view  of  the  down  town  or  busi¬ 
ness  district  of  the  Garden  City.  It  shows  all  the  large  and  more  prominent 
buildings,  neatly  numbered  on  the  margin  with  the  names  on  the  lower  mar¬ 
gin  of  the  picture.  It  is  handsome  enough  to  be  framed.  Frank  has  a  happy 
knack  of  remembering  his  friends  about  Christmas  time. 

* 

*  * 

The  Baltimore,  Md.,  American  says:  “A  handsome  case  containing  blushes 
and  a  comb  has  been  presented  to  H.  C.  Finney,  of  the  Reading  Coal  Co.,  by  a 
committee  composed  of  E.  S.  Brady,  H.  C.  McComas  and  B.  M.  Watts,  and 
appointed  by  the  coal  excursionists  last  June.  The  presentation  took  place  at 
100  East  Fayette  street.  The  committee  went  yesterday  to  Philadelphia  to 
present  a  token  to  G.  C.  Coughlin,  sales  agent  of  the  Reading  Coal  Co.  at 
that  olace.” 

* 

:k  4: 

F.  B.  Newell  &  Co.,  355  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  in  their  January,  1899, 
price  list  and  calendar  make  an  offer  to  the  trade  similar  to  that  of  a  year  ago. 
On  receipt  of  an  order  for  at  least  one  car  of  any  of  the  coals  designated  in  the 
circular,  the  firm  will  send  a  fine  panoramic  view  of  the  business  district  of 
Chicago,  handsomely  colored  and  printed  on  heavy  enamel  paper,  143^  x  33 
inches,  good  size  for  framing;  also  a  60  page  illustrated  pictorial  of  “Cuba 
—Our  Sister  Republic.”  In  any  event  a  dealer  gets  full  value  for  his 
patronage. 

*** 

The  North  American  Coal  Company  was  chartered  at  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  last  week  with  a  capital  of  $1,000,000.  The  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  company  will  be  in  Wilkesbarre.  The  directors  of  the  com¬ 
pany  are  C.  A.  Spofford,  New  York;  A.  R.  Anthony,  Wilkesbarre;  N.  W.  An¬ 
thony,  New  York;  Harold  G.  Villard,  Dobbs  Ferry;  Archibald  Forbes,  Mor¬ 
ristown,  N.  J;  Hector  H.  Tyndale,  New  York;  Gustav  Ulbricht,  New  York; 
James  T.  Sharkey,  West  Pittston,  Pa.;  Charles  B.  Sharkey,  Scranton,  Pa.  This 
company  will  absorb  the  Anthony  Coal  Company  of  New  York  and  will  con 
tinue  to  operate  the  washeries  in  Pennsylvania. 

*** 

A  recent  letter  from  Bremen  says:  “American  coal  operators  have  awak¬ 
ened  to  the  idea  of  bringing  coal  into  Germany,  where  English  coal  hitherto 
has  had  the  market  to  itself.  Henry  S.  Fleming,  secretary  of  the  Anthracite 
Coal  Operators’  Association,  with  offices  in  New  York,  is  now  in  Europe,  close¬ 
ly  studying  all  questions  connected  with  the  exportation  of  coal  to  the  old 
world.  The  result  of  his  investigations  is  such  that  a  company  is  likely  to  begin 
operations  next  spring.  It  is  expected  that  a  special  line  of  colliers  will  ply 
between  American  and  continental  ports.  Mr.  Fleming  will  take  in  all  the 
ports  of  northern  Europe,  including  St.  Petersburg,  and  also  the  chief  ports 
on  the  Mediterranean  sea.” 


Xhe  Black  Biamond. 
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The  Perrysville  Record  says:  “The  C.  and  E.  I.  railroad  civil  eng'ineering 
corps  was  here  Tuesday  making  a  survey  of  the  Wabash  river  and  vicinity  to 
obtain  data  for  plans  and  specifications  for  a  neat  steel  bridge  to  cross  the 
river  and  reach  the  rich  coal  deposits  beyond.  It  means  an  outlet  for  the  coal 
at  Coal  Creek,  and  the  reopening  of  the  mines  all  over  Wabash  and  Fulton 
townships,  which  have  been  closed  so  long.  It  will  make  a  market  for  Foun¬ 
tain  county  coal  that  will  give  employment  to  many  and  convert  a  barren 
waste  into  a  bustling  source  of  activity.  The  C.  and  E.  I.  formerly  had  a  road 
down  to  the  mines,  and  did  a  good  business.  A  switch  from  Perrysville  is  very 
easily  laid,  the  grade  being  almost  uniformly  level.” 

» 

♦  * 

Warren  L.  Pierce,  sole  surviving  member  of  the  firm  of  Warren  L.  Pierce 
Coal  Co.,  Peoria,  111.,  filed  a  petition  in  bankruptcy  on  Dec.  15,  1898,  under  the 
recently  enacted  bankrupt  law.  The  liabilities  aggregate  $125,000  and  the  as¬ 
sets  are  practically  nothing  outside  of  the  exemptions  claimed.  The  firm  was 
composed  of  Matthew  Griswold  and  Warren  L.  Pierce,  and  was  established  in 
1891.  Mr.  Griswold  died  in  1896,  since  which  time  the  business  has  been  con¬ 
ducted  by  Mr.  Pierce.  The  principal  creditors  are:  the  estate  of  Robert  Law, 
Philadelphia  and  Reading  Coal  and  Iron  Co.,  Metropolitan  National  Bank,  of 
Chicago,  German  American  National  Bank,  Maplewood  Coal  Mining  Co.,  both 
of  Peoria;  Walton  &  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  Equitable  Powder  Manufacturing 
Co.,  Alton,  Ill.;  Louise  G.  Pierce,  estate  of  Matthew  Griswold,  with  many  oth¬ 
ers,  whose  claims  are  mostly  for  small  amounts.  Mr.  Pierce,  it  is  reported,  is 

now  on  his  way  to  Porto  Rico,  where  he  expects  to  engage  in  business. 

* 

*  * 

Colonel  J.  B.  Sanborn,  commanding  First  Infantry  Illinois  National  Guards, 
late  Major  1st  Inf  intry  Illinois  Volunteers,  has  presented  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond  with  a  souvenir  of  his  late  tilt  with  the  Spaniards  in  Cuba.  It  consists 
of  a  paper  cutter  made  up  of  a  brass  shell  and  a  piece  of  mahogany,  neatly 
fitted  into  the  orifice  where  the  ball  had  been.  Accompanying  this  valuable 
souvenir  of  this  short  but  brilliant  campaign  around  Santiago-de-Cuba,  is  a 
certificate  which  reads:  “The  brass  shell  (since  nickel-plated), — forming  the 
handle  of  this  paper  cutter,  was  picked  up  inside  the  stone  fort  at  El  Caney 
and  was  fired  from  a  Mauser  rifle  by  a  Spaniard  at  American  soldiers.  The 
blade  was  fashioned  from  a  piece  of  wood  taken  from  the  Block  House  or  fort 
on  San  Juan  hill.  At  these  two  points  the  most  sanguinary  fighting  took  place 
on  the  1st  of  July,  1898,  which  decided  the  fate  of  Santiago. — Chicago,  Dec.  24, 
1898.”  The  certificate  is  signed  by  the  Colonel.  This  valuable  souvenir  will 
be  carefully  treasured  by  its  recipients. 


DECEMBER  MEETIISG  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  COAL  OPERATORS’  ASSOCIA¬ 
TION. 


A  meeting  of  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association  was  held  at  the  Le- 
land  Hotel,  Springfield,  December  20,  1898,  for  the  election  of  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year  and  for  the  transaction  of  such  otherbusiness  as  might  be  brought 
before  it.  There  were  about  a  hundred  operators  present  when  President  S. 
M.  Dalzell  of  Spring  Valley  called  the  meeting  to  order.  Vice-president  J. 
C.  Simpson  and  nearly  all  of  the  executive  committee  were  in  attendance.  The 
early  morning’s  session  was  largely  occupied  by  reading  and  hearing  reports 
from  the  nine  districts  into  which  the  state  is  divided.  The  following  officers 
were  unanimously  elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  President,  S.  M.  Dalzell,  Spring 
Valley;  Vice-president,  A.  J.  Moorshead,  Mount  Olive;  secretary-treasurer, 
J.  A.  Agee,  Riverton;  recording  secretary,  C.  L.  Scroggs,  Chicago. 

That  the  meeting  was  most  harmonious  :  nd  that  the  utmost  good  feeling 
and  mutual  confidence  prevailed,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  officers  were 
unanimously  elected.  Some  of  the  operators  present  held  as  many  as  twelve 
proxies  and  quite  a  number  had  six  or  more.  During  the  evening  session  the 
operators’  executive  committee  met  the  miners’  state  executive  committee  and 
endeavored  to  straighten  out  and  explain  some  of  the  existing  difficulties  in 
several  of  the  fields.  Some  very  plain  talk  was  indulged  in,  but  it  was  met 
in  the  proper  conciliatory  spirit  which  characterized  the  whole  of  the  sessions 
of  the  association. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  operators  composing  the  executive 
committee  which  was  increased  from  nine  to  eighteen :  First  district,  A.  L. 
Sweet  and  H.  N.  Taylor;  Second  district,  J.  H.  Garaghty  and  Geo.  P.  Sand- 
rneyer;  Third  district,  J.  A.  Agee  and  F.  R.  Fisher;  Fourth  district,  S.  A 
Shafer,  D.  D.  Shumway  and  W.  H.  Behrens;  Fifth  district,  A.  J.  Moorshead, 
E.  C.  Douk  and  George  Hippard;  Sixth  district,  C.  C.  Davis  and  C.  E.  Hull; 
Seventh  district,  O.  L.  Garrison  and  F.  S.  Peabody;  Eighth  district,  Richard 
Newsam,  1.  Wantling  and  Glenn  W.  Traer;  Ninth  district,  J.  C.  Simpson  and 
Randolph  Smith. 

Among  the  more  prominent  operators  present  were:  F.S.  Peabody,  W.  H, 
Holcomb,  A.  L.  Sweet,  A.  J.  Moorshead,  J.  C.  Simpson,  J.  B.  Cavanaugh,©.  L. 
Garrison,  H.  N.  Taylor,  J.  H.  Garaghty,  E.  C.  Donk,  J.  D.  Crabb,  E.  T.  Bent,  J. 
A.  Agee,  D.  I).  Shumway,  Isaac  Wantling,  Rich.  Newsam,  J.  S.  Wiley,  M. 
Kelly,  Geo.  P.  Sandmeyer,  Randolph  Smith,  S.  M.  Dalzell,  W.  H.  Behrens, 
C.  C,  Davis,  C.  E.  Hull,  Silas  Shafer,  C.  W.Storer,  F.  R.  Fisher,  James  Walsh, 
Geo.  Hippard,  C.  L.  Scroggs,  John  B.  Lucas,  editor  of  The  Black  Diamond 
—  Wright,  —  Starnes,  Herman  Justi,  C.  Starnes,  —  Reed  and  others. 


NOTES  OF  THE  SPRINGFIELD  MEETING. 


The  quips  and  jokes  of  Mr.  M.  Kelly,  of  Danville,  amused  a  number  of 
attentive  hearers. 


*  , 
*  * 


Mike  Kelly,  of  Danville,  had  a  new  story  about  the  miner  and  the  operator 
under  Union  regulations,  which  was  a  “corker”  when  told  in  Mike’s  inimitable 
Style. 


* 

*  ♦ 


The  Operators  Association  of  Illinois  is  to  be  congratulated  on  its  selection 
of  Mr.  J.  A.  Agee  as  secretary  and  treasurer  for  the  coming  year.  Mr.  C  L. 
Scroggs  was  elected  recording  secretary  by  acclamation.  It  would  be  hard  to 
find  a  better  man  than  Mr.  Scroggs  for  the  position. 


5^ 


Captain  Halliday,  the  well-known  operator  from  southern  Illinois,  is  fortu¬ 
nate  in  having  associated  with  him  a  man  of  so  much  marked  ability  as  Her¬ 
man  Justi.  Mr.  Justi,  while  a  new  member  of  the  Association,  will  be  better 
known  before  many  meetings  of  the  Coal  Operators  Association  go  far  into  the 
year  1899. 


* 

*  * 


The  Leland  Hotel  at  Springfield  is  considering  the  advisability  of  putting 
a  coat-room  and  attendant  in  their  meeting  hall  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
operators.  They  are  led  to  do  this  for  the  reason  that  a  well-known  literary  gen¬ 
tleman  from  Chicago  made  his  trip  to  the  convention  a  profitable  one,  by  get¬ 
ting  a  new  hat,  the  owner  of  which  was  obliged  to  go  home  bareheaded. 


* 

:k 


W.  D.  Ryan,  Secretary  of  the  Miners’  Union,  is  evidently  endeavoring  to 
disguise  himself  by  wearing  a  beard.  The  suggestion  was  made  by  one  of  ihe 
operators  that  the  genial  Ryan  was  wearing  a  hirsote-appendage  with  a  view 
to  covering  up  the  fact  that  he  is  a  young  man  so  that  he  might  be  elected 
president  of  the  state  organization.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  more  com¬ 
petent  man  for  the  position.  ’ 


*  ♦ 


Mr.  Richard  Newsam,  of  Peoria,  has  accomplished  a  great  work  on  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Radroad  during  the  past  year  in  elim¬ 
inating  the  smoke  nuisance  from  the  locomotives  of  that  road.  This  he  has 
accomplished  by  personally  superintending  the  firing  of  the  engines,  both  pas¬ 
senger  and  freight,  and  so  thorough  has  been  his  work  that  in  eleven  months 
the  road  has  effected  a  saving  of  nearly  $27,000  in  coal  bills.  The  engines 
made  better  time,  with  less  expense  for  repairs,  than  prior  to  the  inauguration 
of  his  system  of  careful  and  regular  feeding  the  fuel  into  the  combustion 
chambers. 


^  Ht 


Mr.  Geo.  S.  Whyte,  secretary  of  the  Leschen-Macomber-Whyte  Co., 
Chicago,  exhibited  and  explained  the  merits  of  a  very  neat  working  model  of 
Stephen  Humble’s  patent  safety  detaching  hook  for  the  prevention  of  acci¬ 
dents  by  overwinding  at  mine  shafts.  It  is  as  absolutely  safe  as  anything 
made  by  hands  can  be.  Mr.  S.  M.  Dalzell,  general  manager  of  the  Spring 
Valley  Coal  Co.,  told  the  writer  that  when  he  first  attached  them,  the  engineer 
on  one  occasion  lost  control  of  his  engine,  the  cage  full  of  men  was  carried  to 
the  pulley,  where  it  was  instantly  disconnected  and  suspended  by  the  safety 
hook  in  the  shaft  tower.  Not  a  man  was  hurt  of  the  crowd  of  twelve  miners 
the  cage  was  carrying. 


* 

:k  ^ 


For  the  position  of  Vice-President  the  names  of  two  prominent  operators 
were  put  in  nomination  and  considerable  rivalry  was  shown  by  the  friends  of 
each  candidate,  and  for  a  time  the  meeting  room  resembled  a  convention  of 
24th  ward  republican  politicians.  The  candidates  were  Mr.  A.  J.  Moorshead 
Manager  of  the  Madison  Coal  Co.,  and  Mr.  O.  L.  Garrison,  President  of  the 
Big  Muddy  Coal  Co.  Mr.  Garrison’s  campaign  was  managed  by  a  well-known 
politician  from  Cook  county,  and  that  he  was  familiar  with  the  methods  by 
which  Cook  county  politics  are  handled,  was  shown  by  the  manner  in  which  he 
controlled  his  delegation,  and  also  by  the  celerity  on  the  part  of  some  of  his 
henchmen  in  producing  proxies.  However,  Mr.  Moorshead’s  interests  were 
looked  after  by  a  couple  of  his  friends  who  reside  in  Chicago,  and  while  they 
were  new  in  the  game  of  politics,  they  landed  their  man  in  the  coveted  posi¬ 
tion.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Garrison  the  nomination  was  made  unanimous,  and  it 
is  currently  reported  that  Mr.  Moorshead  will  show  his  appreciation  of  his 
friends’ action  in  a  substantial  manner  in  the  near  future. 


*  * 


During  the  evening  session  Col.  Sweet  occupied  the  chair  on  account  of 
the  illness  of  Mr.  Dalzell.  In  the  early  part  of  the  session  a  new  member  from 
the  vicinity  of  Bloomington  asked  the  privilege  of  stating  a  grievance  he  had 
and  was  told  by  the  chairman  that  the  grievance  should  be  given  to  the  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Executive  Committee  from  his  district.  The  operator  was  very 
much  put  out  at  the  decision  and  adjourned  to  the  rotunda  of  the  hotel,  where 
he  found  Messrs.  Dalzell,  Agee,  Taylor  and  Cavanaugh,  and  to  them  he  stated 
his  grievance.  These  four  gentlemen  took  the  matter  under  consideration  and 
decided  that  Col.  Sweet  had  done  the  operator  an  injustice  and  immediately 
arranged  that  he  should  be  given  a  hearing  before  the  meeting  adjourned.  Un¬ 
fortunately  their  plan  could  not  be  carried  out  because  the  operator  was 
obliged  to  take  the  10  o’clock  train  and  could  not  wait  to  recite  his  grievance, 
which,  without  doubt,  is  the  most  remarkable  grievance  that  a  mine  operator 
in  the  western  country  ever  had  to  face.  However,  any  operator  who  is  anx 
ious  to  learn  the  facts  in  the  case  can  secure  the  information  by  applying  to 
Mr.  Agee. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Ryan,  general  manager  of  the  Southern  Coal  &  Iron  Company 
of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  in  an  interview  to  the  New  Orleans  Picayune, said:  “The 
Birmingham  coal  is  fast  winning  its  way  in  the  South.  New  Orleans  is  already 
giving  Its  patronage  largely  to  the  Birmingham  article,  and  the  railroads  too 
are  realizing  the  merit  of  patronizing  home  industries.  The  immense  amounts 
of  coal  the  railroads  are  buying  show  the  improved  condition  of  traffic  through¬ 
out  the  South,  for  when  railroads  use  a  great  deal  of  coal,  it  shows  they  are 
handling  a  great  deal  of  business.” 
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ASSOCIATION  NOTES 


OPPORTUNITIES  FOR 


AMERICAN  COAL  IN  VENEZUELA  AND  (iUIANA. 


Membership  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and 

Wisconsin . 379 

New  Members: 

H.  W.  BOEGER  &  SON,  Arlington  Heights.  SEIF  &  BOLLENBACH,  Lake  Zurich,  Ill. 

Ill  W.  H.  HUNTER  &  CO.,  LaSalle,  Ill. 

lOHNSON  &  SCHLOSSER,  Appleton,  Wis.  JOHN  A.  HATCH,  Mokena,  111. 

GEO.  M.  BENNETT  &  CO.,  Grant  Park,  111.  J.  C.  PIERCE.  Malta,  Ill. 

W.  j.  OTT,  Walnut.  111.  J.  C.  GRIFFITH,  Ashton,  111. 

JOHN  MctOY,  Little  York,  Ill.  ROBERT  PARKHILL,  Belvidere,  111. 

GEO.  BEYER,  DePue,  Ill.  I  2 

Total . 391 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio. . 579 

Membership  of  the  Michigan  Retail  Coal  Association . I  77 

Membership  of  the  Indiana  Coal  Association .  83 


The  following  communication  from  President  J.  H.  Ulrich,  of  the  Whole¬ 
sale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio,  is  apropos,  as  his  letters 
always  are,  and  it  is  surprising  that  so  few  members  avail  themselves  of  the 
privilege  extended — to  air  their  views  and  opinions  through  their  official  pa¬ 
per.  In  the  neglect  of  this  the  members  of  all  the  coal  associations  make  a 
big  mistake,  as  by  this  means  of  expressing  themselves  they  are  sure  to  reach 
all,  or  nearly  all  those  more  prominently  connected  with  the  organizations: 

Springfield,  Ohio,  Dec.  i6,  1898. 

Editor  Black  Diamond : 

Dear  Sir; — I  havebeen  waitingand  waiting,and  am  still  waiting,to  see  some¬ 
thing  in  the  columns  of  The  Black  Diamond  from  some  of  the  Ohio  coal  men 
on  the  general  subject  of  the  coal  trade  from  the  standpoint  of  a  member  of  the 
Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio.  I  am  sure  this  is  not 
due  to  lack  of  interest,  neither  is  it  due  to  lack  of  information,  so  I  am  almost 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Ohio  coal  man  who  is  a  member  of  the  W.  & 
R.  C.  D.  A., is  a  very  modest  man  and  is  not  willing  to  see  his  name  in  print. 
There  may,  however,  be  other  reasons  for  this  backwardness  to  appear  “in 
black  and  white,”  there  maybe  a  timidity  born  of  fear  that  the  “cat  might  be 
let  out  of  the  bag,”  or  that  something  might  be  written  inadvertently  of  a  com¬ 
promising  nature,  that  somebody  might  get  next  to  his  methods,  but  how  can 
it  be  that  any  of  these  reasons  are  the  right  ones  when  we  take  into  account 
the  well  known  fact  that  the  Ohio  coal  man  is  brave  and  knows  no  fear,  that 
his  business  methods  are  always  on  the  square,  that  he  has  nothing  to  conceal 
and  nothing  to  fear. 

Yet  I  have  wondered  many  times  why  it  is  that  your  invitation  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  W.  &  R.  C.  D.  A.  of  Ohio  to  occupy  space  in  your  valuable 
periodical  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  coal  trade  is  not  accepted. 

I  do  not  wish  to  trespass  upon  the  privileges  or  duties  of  the  worthy  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  W.  &  R.  C.  D.  A.  of  Ohio,  Mr.  W.  J.  Ferguson,  or  I  might  be 
tempted  to  say  something  about  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  W. 
&  R.  C.  D.  A.  of  Ohio,  held  at  the  city  of  Lima,  Ohio,  December  12,  so  I  will 
not  attempt  a  report  of  that  meeting,  knowing  that  you  either  have  already  re¬ 
ceived,  or  will  soon  receive  a  very  much  better  one  from  the  Secretary. 

I  wish  to  say  this,  however,  in  connection  with  the  meeting  of  the  Board, 
that  in  my  opinion  the  Board  is  in  hearty  accord  with  itself,  there  are  no  disa¬ 
greements,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Board  to  push  forward  the  interests  of  the 
Association  with  new  vigor  and  especially  with  the  view  of  increasing  its  mem¬ 
bership  from  this  date  to  the  next  annual  convention,  to  at  least  one  thousand, 
with  as  many  more  as  possible.  J.  H.  Ulrich,  Pres. 


COLONEL  SANBORN,  FIRST  REGIMENT,  I.  N.  G. 

Major  J.  B.  Sanborn,  who  is  well  known  to  the  coal  trade  as  the  president 
of  the  J.  B.  Sanborn  Company,  Chicago,  compiler  of  the  Blue  Book,  of  the 
First  Battalion  of  the  First  Regiment,  I.  N.  G.,  was  unanimously  elected  and 
installed  as  Colonel  on  Monday  evening  at  the  Regimental  Armory. 

Colonel  Sanborn  has  made  for  himself  a  splendid  record  and  richly  de¬ 
serves  the  honor  bestowed  upon  him  by  the  officers  of  the  gallant  First  Regi¬ 
ment. 

Colonel  J.  B.  Sanborn  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  G  on  March  8, 
1880.  He  was  appointed  corporal  on  March  13,  1881,  elected  Second  Lieuten¬ 
ant  on  March  23,  1882,  and  First  Lieutenant  on  September  18,  1884.  Two 
years  later  he  was  elected  Captain,  and  on  January  13,  1891,  he  was  breveted 
with  the  rank  of  Major.  Last  May  he  was  commissioned  Major,  and  was  in 
command  of  the  First  Battalion  of  the  regiment  through  the  Spanish-Ameri- 
can  war  in  Cuba. 

Colonel  Sanborn  was  born  near  Manchester,  N.  H.,  on  December  8,  1855- 
His  father,  J.  R.  Sanborn,  served  as  a  private  with  General  Sibley  in  the  In¬ 
dian  campaign  of  i86i-’65.  After  the  war  the  family  moved  West.  Colonel 
Sanborn  came  to  Chicago  in  1879,  and  in  1886  established  the  J.  B.  Sanborn 
Company,  publishers  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Special  Reference  Book.  The  Com¬ 
pany  has  offices  in  Chicago,  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 


OUTPUT  OF  COAL  OF  THE  STATE  OF  WASIIINfiTON. 


R.  H.  Norton,  State  Inspector  of  Coal  Mines,  has  reported  the  output  of 
Washington  coal  mines  to  be  as  below  stated; 


1894  . 1,131,660  tons. 

1895  . 1,163,737  “ 

1896  . 1,262,524  “ 

1897  . 1,330,132  “ 

1898  . i,7i7,5'5  “ 


Fatalities  connected  with  coal  mines  in  this  state  are  more  infreciuent  now 
than  they  were  some  years  ago.  In  1894  there  were  50;  in  1895,  35;  in  1896,  8;  in 
1897,  7i  'o  1898,  9.  In  1894-5  the  fatalities  were  one  to  each  27,004  tons  of  coal 
mined;  in  1897-8  one  to  each  190,320.  The  two  largest  mines  in  the  state  are 
the  Roslyn  in  Kittitas  county,  and  the  Carbonate  in  Pierce  county.  King 
county  has  more  mines  than  any  other  county,  and  their  aggregate  output 
exceeds  that  of  any  other  county,  being  about  one-third  the  output  of  the 
whole  state. 


Venezuela  and  its  near  neighbor,  British  Guiana,  are  other  South  American 
countries  whose  coal  supply  should  be  drawn  from  the  United  States,  but  it  is 
not.  It  is  true  that  the  annual  requirements  of  these  countries  are  not  partic¬ 
ularly  extensive,  amounting  to  less  than  65,000  tons,  but  the  share  of  this  ton¬ 
nage,  which  should  be  supplied  by  American  exporters,  added  to  other  South 
American  trade,  would  go  to  make  an  amount  of  business  that  would  be  wel¬ 
come  to  miners  and  shippers  alike. 

The  American  share  of  the  Venezuelan  trade  is  about  15  percent.  Her 
annual  requirements  are  24,000  tons,  mainly  drawn  from  England.  We  shipped 
to  La  Guaira  and  Porto  Cabello  during  1897,  3,841  tons,  of  which  816  was 
anthracite.  We  sent  there  in  1894,  6  369  tons,  of  which  261  was  anthracite,  and 
the  fact  that  our  shipments  fell  off  during  the  succeeding  years  would  imply 
either  indifference  on  the  part  of  our  shippers  to  the  trade,  or  inability  to  de¬ 
liver  coal  at  Venezuelan  ports  in  competition  with  the  Welshmen. 

As  to  the  latter  point  we  are,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  able  to  deliver  first-class 
steam  and  gas  coal  at  Venezuelan  ports  at  as  low  cost  as  our  Welsh  friends. 
We  have  put  down  West  Virginian  coal  at  Pensacola  or  Mobile  at  $i  75. 
It  can  be  put  f.o.b.  Philadelphia  or  Norfolk  for  less  than  $2.00,  and  it  can 
be  delivered  at  Venezuelan  ports  by  American  schooners  trading  to  the 
West  Indies  for  sugar,  hardwood  or  lumber  at  a  rate  that  will  not  exceed 
SSi2.oo  per  ton. 

The  retail  price  of  coal  at  La  Guaira  ranges  from  $7.50  to  $9.50  per  ton. 
Is  there  not  here  sufficient  margin  for  profit? 

Welsh  coal  is  carried  at  about  the  same  rate  of  freight  as  American 
coal,  and  there  is  an  extreme  glut  in  the  Cardiff  or  Glasgow  market  when 
steam  coal  is  offered  f.o.b.  at  8  shillings  a  ton.  The  advantages  are  entire¬ 
ly  on  our  side,  and  in  place  of  the  Venezuelan  market  being  supplied  from 
Welsh  or  Scottish  it  should  be  furnished  altogether  from  American  mines. 
Coal  is  duty  free  into  Venezuela. 

The  Cardiff  coal  imported  into  LaGuaira,  the  port  for  Caracas,  consists 
chiefly  of  patent  fuel  or  coal  screenings  pressed  into  rectangular  blocks  and 
cones.  The  principal  consumer  is  the  Caracas  Gas  Co.,  in  its  gas  and  electric 
plants,  and  the  fifteen  railroads  in  the  country,  which  aggregate  over  51 1  miles, 
are  good  customers  whose  requirements  are  increasing  with  the  extensions  of 
their  roads.  The  opening  lines  from  Coro  to  La  Vela,  from  La  Ceiba  to  Men¬ 
doza,  from  Santa  Barbara  to  El  Vigia,  and  from  Encontrados  to  Coro  will  add 
to  the  fuel  requirements. 

“The  Americans  are  taking  a  great  hold  on  the  Venezuelan  market,”  re¬ 
marks  the  British  Consul  at  Caracas.  “They  are  not  so  conservative  and  their 
business  methods  are  quicker,  but  the  principal  reason  seems  to  be  that  they 
are  much  nearer  the  market.  This  suits  the  Venezuelan  man,  who  does  not 
keep  a  large  stock  on  hand  but  renews  the  supply  when  it  is  required.  It  is 
only  natural  to  suppose  that  in  a  short  time  American  products  will  supersede  all 
others  of  the  same  classes,  and  only  such  articles  as  cannot  be  produced  in  the 
United  States  will  be  left  for  other  foreign  trade.” 

The  Venezuelans  are  disposed  to  favor  American  trade.  With  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  propinquity  and  low  cost  c.  i.  f.  Venezuelan  ports  as  the  British,  Amer¬ 
ican  coal  should  change  places  with  the  former.  It  needs  but  the  reaching  out 
for  trade  to  bring  about  this  accomplishment. 

The  number  of  tons  of  coal  imported  into  British  Guiana  during  the  year 
ending  the  31st  of  March  last  was  38,443  tons,  of  a  declared  value  of  $169,727. 
Of  this  Great  Britain  furnished  37,514  tons,  valued  at  $166,211,  and  the  United 
States,  929  tons  valued  at  $3,916. 

This  was  nearly  all  steam  coal.  In  addition  there  were  60  tons  of  smithy 
coal  imported,  most  of  it  from  Great  Britain. 

The  local  gas  company  used  1,000  tons  of  coal  during  1897.  It  came  from 
New  Castle  on  Tyne  at  prices  ranging  from  9s  to  losqd  per  ton. 

The  following  remarks  from  a  correspondent  of  the  Philadelphia  Commer- 
mercial  Museum  at  Georgetown  were  directed  at  trade  in  general,  but  much 
that  is  said  can  be  applied  to  the  relationship  that  exists  between  American 
shippers  and  Demarara  buyers  of  coal: 

“A  fairly  good  trade  could  be  promoted  between  this  country  and  yours 
with  other  articles  than  those  already  introduced,  and  even  with  certain  of 
these,  by  more  attention  and  direct  representation  on  the  spot, a  greater  demand 
could  be  created. 

“That  the  Americans  (with  attentions  to  their  different  branches  of  trade) 
can  compete  with  the  English  is  today  a  recognized  fact,  but  there  are  points 
to  be  followed  and  prejudices  to  overcome.  To  my  mind  what  Englishmen 
call  love  of  country  (as  far  as  my  knowledge  of  them  in  this  country  goes)  is 
summed  up  in  three  words— dollars  and  cents.  If  the  manufacturers  of  the 
United  States  want  to  successfully  compete  against  the  English  here  they  must 
r  linquish  that  principle  of  conservatism  and  supply  what  dealers’  require¬ 
ments  necessitate;  for  it  will  be  only  by  combining  quality  and  price  that  their 
goods  will  be  recognized  in  these  days  of  keen  competition,  and  I  go  further  to 
say  that  no  reciprocal  treaty  between  the  two  countries  will  tend  to  promote 
trade  of  this  kind,  no  matter  how  mutual,  how  well  disposed  to  such  a  conimer- 
cial  understanding  both  governments  may  be  on  the  subject.  Practically 
speaking,  the  manufacturers  are  the  individuals  financially  concerned  and  it 
should  be  their  duty  to  carefully  study  the  requirements  of  a  population,  a 
share  of  whose  trade  they  would  participate  in.” 

The  establishment  of  shrewd  agents  in  Caracas  or  La  Guaira,  Porto  Ca¬ 
bello  and  Georgetown  who  would  keep  a  watchful  eye  for  contracts  and  open¬ 
ings  would  speedily  secure  the  bulk  of  this  trade  for  American  shippers.— 
Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum. 


The  town  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  was  on  the  verge  of  a  coal  famine  last  week 
The  consumption  is  heavy  and  receipts  very  light. 

The  Stevens  Coal  Co.,  at  Acme,  W.  Va.,  is  erecting  a  very  large  electric 
plant,  and  will  soon  be  ready  to  run  their  mine  machines  in  full  blast. 

A  report  from  Mr.  Eugene  Seeger, United  States  consul  general  at  Rio  Jan¬ 
eiro,  states  that  among  the  bidders  for  a  recent  contract  to  supply  the  Central 
Railway  of  Brazil  with  120,000  tons  of  coal  were  several  American  firms,  and 
one  of  them,  the  Toms  Creek  Coke  and  Coal  Company,  of  Virginia,  was  the 
lowest  bidder  and  was  awarded  the  contract. 
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OF  INTEREST  TO  THE  RETAIL  TRADE. 


Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interest 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


Petersburg,  Neb.,  has  a  new  coal  dealer  in  the  person  of  A.  T.  Cliss. 

* 

■it  ik 

G.  R.  Levitt  has  sold  his  coal  business  at  Chapin,  Iowa,  to  G.  F.  Smith. 

* 

*  ★ 

Charles  Nims  continues  the  coal  business  of  Nims  &  McCame,  Decatur,  III. 

* 

♦  * 

A.  H.  Hill  has  purchased  the  coal  business  of  Greenlee  Bros.,  Heyworth,  Ill. 

* 

*  * 

John  A.  Murphy,  Dayton,  Ohio,  suffered  quite  a  severe  loss  by  fire,  Dec.  12. 

* 

*  * 

H.  C.  Smith  has  opened  a  coal  yard  on  Freeman  avenue,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 


*0. 
*  * 


H.  G.  Krekel  secured  the  fire  department  contract  at  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich. 

*** 

S.  R.  Tenbrook  succeeds  to  the  coal  business  of  E.  D.  Tenbrook,  Ridge 
Farm,  Ill. 

*  * 

Habel  Bros,  have  purchased  the  coal  business  of  R.  C.  Wilson, 
Henning,  Ill. 

♦ 

:k. 

Doon  &  Son,  the  new  coal  dealers  of  Natick,  Mass.,  have  cut  the  price  of 
coal  50  cents  a  ton. 

♦ 

*  * 

The  retail  price  of  anthracite  coal  has  been  advanced  50  cents  a  ton  by  the 
Springfield,  Mass.,  dealers  and  is  now  selling  at  $6.50. 

* 

:k 

The  Standard  Coal  &  Ice  Co.,  a  new  firm  of  Burlington,  Vt.,  have  pur¬ 
chased  the  coal  business  of  J.  W.  Hayes.  C.  H.  Mower  &  R.  L.  Patrick  are 
managers  of  the  new  concern. 

♦ 

^4:  * 

The  committee  of  the  school  board  which  was  authorized  by  the  trustees  of 
Muskegon,  Mich.,  to  award  the  contract  for  furnishing  coal  to  the  lowest  bid¬ 
der,  accepted  the  bid  of  Smith  &  Nelson,  who  agreed  to  supply  hard  coal  at 
$5.85  per  ton. 

*  * 

A  correspondent  writing  from  Elm  Springs,  Iowa,  states:  “There  is  a 
splendid  opening  for  a  coal  and  lumber  yard  at  this  place.  The  right  man 
can  build  up  a  good  business  in  a  very  short  while.”  If  there  is  any  dealer 
among  our  readers  who  is  dissatisfied  with  his  present  stand  it  would  probably 
pay  him  to  investigate  the  Elm  Springs’  field. 


State  Mine  Inspector  Haseltine, Columbus,  Ohio,  has  just  received  a  letter 
from  James  S.  Strabley,  a  Salineville  coal  mine  operator,  in  which  Strabley 
urges  him  to  send  some  miners  to  him.  He  says  the  mines  in  that  vicinity  are 
all  running  on  full  time  and  there  are  no  unemployed  miners  there.  He  needs 
a  dozen  or  fifteen  good  men  and  can  not  find  them.  His  orders  are  heavy  and 
he  can  not  fill  them  unless  he  can  get  some  help.  This  is  the  first  time  in  sev¬ 
eral  years  that  such  complaint  has  been  made  in  the  Ohio  mines. 

Richard  Edmondson,  a  well-known  barrister  in  the  north  of  England,  has 
devised  a  scheme  of  miners’  pensions  which  he  has  expounded  to  meetings  of 
coal  workers.  It  aims  at  giving  every  miner  who  has  attained  the  age  of  60 
and  is  unfitted  for  further  work  a  pension  of  $2.50  a  week  for  life.  Further, 
any  miner  who  shall  become  incapacitated  for  further  work  owing  to  an  acci¬ 
dent  while  following  his  employment  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  sum  per 
week  for  life.  Lastly,  every  widow  who  shall  have  lost  her  husband  owing  to 
a  mine  accident,  is  also  to  be  paid  the  same  relief.  A  slight  extra  allowance 
is  made  for  each  child  in  the  family.  The  money  is  to  be  raised  by  a  duty  of 
2  cents  upon  every  ton  of  coal  raised  per  year.  This,  with  interest,  would  real¬ 
ize  more  than  84,000,000  yearly. 

Mr.  Thos.  W.  Prosch,  secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Seattle, 
Wash.,in  a  recent  letter  says:  “Receipts  of  coal  at  Seattle  continue  to  be  unusually 
large.  Receipts  in  1898  will  be  not  far  from  600,000  tons.  The  local  demand  calls 
for  200,000  tons  per  annum.  Exports  so  far  this  year  aggregate  348,027  tons,  an 
increase  over  181^7  of  90,609  tons,  or  35  per  cent.  The  bulk  of  our  coal  ship¬ 
ments  goes  to  California  ports,  Alaska  being  next,  and  the  remainder  to  Oregon, 
Hawaii  and  elsewhere.  Occasionally  coal  is  sent  to  British  Columbia,  though 
there  is  in  that  province  an  abundance  of  excellent  coal,  and  not  a  little  goes 
by  rail  to  other  parts  of  the  state  of  Washington.  Seattle  has  been  in  the  coal 
trade  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  in  that  time  her  mines  have  yielded  up¬ 
wards  of  8,000,000  tons.” 

The  miners  of  the  north  of  England  have  been  for  many  years  combined 
into  two  federations.  The  Durham  and  Northumberland  Miners’  Associa¬ 
tions  have  been  bound  together  in  the  Miners’  National  Union.  The  others 
joined  into  the  Miners’  Federation.  The  latter  organization  has  been  the  pro¬ 
gressive  one,  the  one  which  reflected  most  nearly  the  universally  growing  in¬ 
clination  of  labor  here  toward  ameliorative  legislation  and  political  action. 
The  National  Union,  owing  to  the  great  influence  wielded  over  its  component 
members  by  some  old-type  leaders,  has  steadfastly  set  its  face  againt  parlia¬ 
mentary  agitation.  Now  the  Durham  miners,  at  their  association  meeting 
held  recently  under  the  presidency  of  John  Farmer,  have  decided  to  withdraw 
from  the  National  Union.  This  will,  at  last,  leave  the  Northumberland  men 
as  the  sole  representatives  of  the  old-fashioned  “no-politics”  trade-unionism, 
as  far  as  British  miners  are  concerned. 


WESTERS  COAL  AM)  COKE  NOTES. 

Wm.  Crowe  and  John  Marshall  have  bought  forty  acres  of  coal  land  at 
Boone,  la.,  for  $5,000. 

A  coal  mine  has  been  opened  at  Bentonsport,  near  Farmington,  111.  The 
vein  is  said  to  be  of  good  quality. 

At  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  soft  coal  has  been  advanced  25  cents  per  ton,  and 
the  market  strong  at  the  higher  figures. 

At  Lexington,  Mo.,  about  1,500  miners  went  on  strike  for  an  advance  of 
one-half  cent  per  bushel  in  the  mining  rate. 

The  consumption  of  coal  in  and  around  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  is  said  to  be 
nearly  double  the  amount  it  was  a  year  ago. 

There  is  said  to  be  a  great  scarcity  of  soft  coal  in  northern  and  western 
Iowa.  Coal  has  gone  up  25  to  50  cents  a  ton. 

The  Alden  Coal  Co.,  is  progressing  with  work  at  its  mine  at  Winslow, 
Ind.  The  company  expects  to  commence  shipping  soon. 

It  is  stated  that  there  are  now  about  400  negro  miners  working  at 
Pana,  Ill.;  about  twenty  more  were  taken  there  this  week. 

The  coal  miners  of  La  Salle,  Ill.,  have  all  they  can  do  supplying  coal.  It 
is  stated  that  600  more  men  could  be  used  if  they  could  obtain  them. 

The  coal  mining  business  in  Appanoose  county,  Iowa,  is  said  to  be  in  a 
more  prosperous  condition  than  at  any  time  since  1892,  and  the  shipments  of 
coal  are  larger  than  ever  before. 

The  coal  mines  in  Saginaw  county  are  now  turning  out  1,800  ton  of  coal 
daily.  Some  of  the  mines  have  only  recently  started  taking  out  coal,  and  the 
output  will  be  steadily  increased. 

J.  H.  Hanson  and  Jack  Naylor  are  operating  a  coal  mine  on  the  Seth  Macy 
farm  near  Colfax,  la.  They  have  struck  a  fine  five-foot  vein,  and  are  taking 
out  coal  the  equal  of  any  in  the  county. 

It  is  reported  that  the  management  of  the  strawboard  works  at  Anderson 
have  been  unable  to  make  satisfactory  arrangement  for  gas  and  as  a  result  will 
proceed  at  once  to  refit  the  furnaces  and  prepare  to  burn  coal. 

At  West  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  Mr.  T.  Possalt  has  opened  up  a  coal  mine  on 
Valentine  Miller’s  place.  He  says  that  he  is  getting  out  the  best  grade  of  coal 
on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  that  he  expects  in  a  short  time  to  build  up  a  large 
trade. 

The  Union  Coal  Company,  Walsenburg,  Colo.,  has  in  view  the  opening  of 
a  new  coal  mine  on  the  Foley  property,  near  Pictou.  Superintendent  Hart  is 
there  from  Denver  and  work  will  doubtless  soon  begin.  Charles  Buschart,  of 
Pryor,  will  be  the  superintendent  of  the  new  mine. 

A  new  coal  company  was  organized  in  West  Terre  Haute.  Ind.,  last  week, 
which  will  operate  under  the  firm  name  of  Miller  &  Mcllroy.  Harley  Mcllroy 
and  Walker  Miller,  a  young  man  who  has  had  considerable  experience  in  the 
coal  business,  joined  forces  and  bought  out  Frank  Lee,  who  has  been  running 
the  mine  on  the  Bruns  place. 

The  Evans  Coal  Co.  is  sinking  an  air  shaft  at  its  new  mine  northeast  of 
Des  Moines,  la.  When  it  is  completed  the  company  will  be  able  to  double  the 
force  now  employed  in  the  mine  and  to  get  out  about  350  tons  of  coal  a  day. 
It  is  now  taking  out  175  tons  daily.  All  its  coal  is  sold  under  contract  to  the 
Chicago  Great  Western  road. 

It  is  officially  announced  that  work  on  the  El  Paso  and  Northern  railroad 
will  be  begun  January  i,  at  La  Luz  and  at  the  Salado  coal  fields,  in  New  Mex¬ 
ico.  These  two  places,  distant  about  sixty-five  miles,  will  be  connected  as 
soon  as  possible  so  that  coal  shipments  may  begin.  In  anticipation  of  the 
increased  shipping  facilities  3,000  men  will  be  put  to  work  in  the  mines  the 
first  of  the  year. 

The  Rock  Island  road  has  just  adopted  what  is  known  as  the  one  shovel 
system  for  firing  locomotives.  Instead  of  filling  the  fire-box  with  coal  at 
intervals,  the  fireman  will  be  required  to  put  in  one  shovelful  of  coal  about 
every  half-minute.  It  is  an  economic  measure  and  one  which  largely 
decreases  the  smoke  nuisance.  The  road  may  save  nearly  $80,000  a  year  by 
this  change  in  firing  methods. 

A  petition  in  voluntary  bankruptcy  has  been  filed  in  the  federal  court, 
Des  Moines,  la.,  by  the  Beck  &  French  Coal  Co.  The  company  has  been  op¬ 
erating  the  mines  of  the  Clifton  Coal  Co.  for  some  time  and  has  experienced 
much  difficulty  with  bad  roof  and  flooding  of  the  mine,  in  addition  to  which 
they  are  dependent  entirely  upon  city  trade,  having  no  switch  to  the  mine.  The 
schedule  shows  the  assets  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  $2,500,  with  liabilities 
approximating  $5,000. 

A  letter  from  Lander,  Wyo.,  says:  “Coal  is  the  big  demand  of  the  day  on 
the  Union  Pacific,  and  its  auxiliary  coal  company  has  now  doubled  its  mining 
force.  Some  2,000  men  are  working  in  the  mines  at  Carbon,  Rock  Springs 
and  Almy,  on  the  Wyoming  division.  During  the  summer  there  have  been 
about  1,000  men,  but  the  rush  of  orders  created  by  the  long  continued  cold 
weather  for  time  of  the  year  has  caused  the  company  to  hustle  for  miners 
from  Illinois,  Colorado,  Texas,  Arkansas,  and  every  other  portion  of  the  west¬ 
ern  country.” 

A  large  force  of  men,  under  direction  of  General  Manager  Morris  Wil¬ 
liams,  at  Shamokin,  Pa.,  has  succeeded  in  changing  the  air  currents  in  the 
burning  Cameron  Colliery  so  that  it  was  possible  to  approach  the  fire  without 
so  much  danger  of  suffocation.  Hose  was  brought  into  play  and  several  well- 
directed  streams  finally  brought  the  blaze  under  control,  greatly  to  the  delight 
of  officials  and  men,  who  feared  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  flood  the  mine. 
The  fire  is  still  burning,  but  the  officials  say  the  mines  will  resume  operations 
within  a  few  days.  The  locality  of  the  fire  is  being  retimbered  in  order  to 
guard  against  a  weak  top. 
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In  the  five  southern  states  of  Alabama,  Georgia,  Tennessee,  Mississippi 
and  Kentucky,  the  shortage  is  thus  accounted  for.  For  ten  years  coal  has 
been  going  steadily  downward.  The  mining  interests  have  suffered.  There 
has  been  nothing  to  encourage  coalmasters  until  the  recent  revival  in  busi¬ 
ness.  This  revival  has  been  so  spontaneous  and  far-reaching  that  stocks  have 
been  exhausted.  The  railroads  are  using  more  coal  this  year  than  ever 
before,  and  at  present  some  of  the  roads  have  not  a  twenty-four-hour  s  apply 
on  hand. 

The  coal  fields  of  Colorado  are  greater  than  those  of  Pennsylvania  and 


coal  has  made  that  state  famed  as  a  producer  the  country  over.  The  Rocky 
mountain  coal  area  covers  the  northern  and  western  part  of  New  Mexico, 
nearly  two-thirds  of  the  state  of  Colorado,  the  southern  part  of  Wyoming  and 
the  eastern  and  southern  parts  of  Utah.  It  also  extends  into  the  northeastern 
part  of  Arizona.  A  fair  survey  shows  the  area  to  be  at  least  500  miles  in  length 
and  nearly  200  miles  wide.  Estimating  that  the  average  thickness  of  the  coal 
veins  in  this  territory  is  twenty-five  feet,  the  coal  in  this  great  mineral  bin,  at 
the  present  rate  of  consumption,  would  supply  the  entire  world  for  a  period 
of  3,000  years. 


S.  C- 


- AGENT - 

Delaware,  Lackawanna  $e  Western  Railroad  Company’s 

SCRANTON  COAL. 

C.  L.  DERING,  Manager. 


Oearlbom  {Street,  =  Ohicaoo. 


The  St.  Louis  and 
Big  Muddy  Coal  Co. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE: 

CARBONDALE,  ILL 


MINES  NEAR 


f, 

IH' 

iiMmS 

CARTERVILLE, 
Williamson  County, 

ILL. 


CAPACITY 

2,500 

TONS 

DAILY. 


TRADE  MARK. 

A  600  ton  daily  capacity  Luhrig  Ccnl  Washing  Plant  operated  in  connection  with  mine. 


WILLIAMS  &  PETERS, 

General  Sales  Agents  for  the  Erie  R.  R.  Company’s  and  New  York,  Susquehanna  &  Western  Coal  Company’s 


KEYSTONE 

JERMYN 

WILKESBARRE 


AN'THRAai'TEl  and  BITUMINOUS 


COAL. 

SOLE  AGENTS  FOR  THE  BLOSS13URG  COAL  COMPANY. 


CLARION 

DAGUS 

BLOSSBURG 


BRANCH  OFFICES. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Boston,  Mass. 


MAIN  OFFICE:  SHIPPING  WHARVES: 

Washington  Building,  -  No.  1  Broadway,  Weehawken,  N.  J.  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

NEW  YORK.  Edgewater,  N.  J  . 


M.  E.  ROBINSON,  Western  Sales  Agent,  BUEEALO,  N.  Y. 
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EASTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


A  movement  is  on  foot  at  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  to  place  compressed  peat 
on  the  market  in  competition  with  coal. 

A  dispatch  from  Cleveland,  Ohio,  says  the  famine  of  cars  is  about  over  ex¬ 
cept  on  one  or  two  of  the  coal  carrying  roads. 

The  Greensburg,  Pa.,  Press  says:  “The  Southwest  Connellsville  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  loaded  eighteen  of  the  P.  R.  R.  new  steel  cars  with  coke  at  their  plant 
near  Farr  last  Saturday.  The  capacity  of  the  steel  cars  is  iod,ooo.” 

The  Magnolia  Coal  Company,  at  Massillon,  O.,  has  closed  a  contract  with 
the  Valley  railroad  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Sandyville  to  Magnolia. 
The  company  is  opening  mines  there  which  will  have  an  output  of  i,ooo  tons 
per  day. 

At  Taunton,  Massachusetts,  schooners  are  to  be  used  for  carrying  coal  in¬ 
stead  of  barges  as  heretofore.  The  vessels  will  sad  between  Norfolk  and 
Providence,  and  the  coal  shipped  by  rail  to  Worcester.  The  recent  big  bliz¬ 
zard  causing  heavy  losses  is  the  cause  of  the  change. 

The  new  coal  works  of  the  Chapman  Coal  Co.  one  and  a  half  miles  south 
west  of  Coalton  near  Jackson,  Ohio,  will  be  ready  for  operation  about  the  first 
of  the  year.  The  shaft  is  fifty-three  feet  deep,  and  the  plant  is  one  of  the  best, 
if  not  the  best  in  the  country.  Mr.  John  Hays  is  superintendent. 

The  Glenwood  Coal  Company  has  sold  the  No.  2  Mines  at  this  place  to 
the  Watson-Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  who  will  take  possession  of  the  same  Jan¬ 
uary  1st.  We  understand  the  new  proprietors  will  make  some  extensive  im¬ 
provements  in  the  working  of  the  mines.— Glen  Campbell,  Pa.,  Comet. 

The  No.  9  slope  of  the  Henry  Clay  mine,  Shamokin,  Pa.,  which  has  been 
flooded  for  several  years,  has  been  successfully  tapped  by  a  hole  being  bored 
70  feet  from  the  bottom  level.  About  70,000  tons  of  coal  will  be  recovered. 
About  10,000,000  gallons  of  water  have  been  imprisoned  in  the  slope. 

At  Newman,  near  Massillon,  O.,  the  Drake  Coal  Mine  loaded  its  first 
railroad  car  last  week.  A  large  number  of  miners  were  employed  on  Monday 
and  all  the  necessary  arrangements  are  completed  for  the  successful  opera¬ 
tion  of  this  mine.  The  coal  is  of  the  best  Massillon  quality  and  will  soon  merit 
a  full  share  of  the  markets. 

A  coal  shaft  has  been  sunk  on  the  George-Shearer  farm  near  Carrollton, 
Ohio.  The  whole  township  is  underlaid  with  two  veins  of  coal.  Seven  miles 
of  railroad  will  be  built  by  the  Sandyville  &  Waynesburg  Railroad  Co.  to 
connect  with  the  Valley  railroad  in  order  to  develop  the  coal  land.  The  rail¬ 
road  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  of  ^250,000. 

The  Staples  Coal  Company,  Taunton,  Mass.,  has  started  in  with  its  usual 
enterprise  to  build  new  barges  in  addition  to  reclaiming  those  which  were 
wrecked  on  Prudence  island  and  in  Boston  bay.  A  contract  has  been  placed 
with  Robert  Palmer  &  Co.,  of  Noank,  Conn.,  for  two  new  barges  to  carry  goo 
tons  each,  two  to  carry  1,000  tons  each,  and  one  to  carry  1,200  tons. 

At  Daleton,  near  Athens,  O.,  the  miners  of  the  Luhrig  coal  mines  went  on 
strike  last  week.  The  cause  is  supposed  to  be  a  disagreement  about  the  screen¬ 
ing  of  the  slate  which  is  mined  by  a  certain  class  of  miners  termed  “hay-necks,” 
that  farm  in  summer  and  mine  in  winter.  About  175  men  are  thrown  out  of 
employment,  and  it  is  only  a  matter  of  a  few  days  until  they  will  be  destitute. 

At  Canal  Dover,  O.,  the  coal  miners  of  the  county  have  massed  themselves 
together  in  a  stubborn  boycott  of  merchants  and  others  who  have  signified 
their  intention  of  using  natural  gas,  recently  piped  into  this  territory  from 
West  Virginia  by  the  Ohio  Gas  company.  The  gravity  of  the  situation  is  appre¬ 
ciated  when  it  is  known  that  the  miners  of  the  county  number  not  less  than 
3,000  men,  and  all  are  active  in  the  boycott. 

The  Philadelphia  Press,  says:  “Owing  to  the  cold  weather  the  anthracite 
coal  companies  have  decided  to  make  an  advance  in  the  price  for  all  sizes 
alongside  of  wharf  at  New  England  points  of  25  cents  a  ton,  to  take  effect 
immediately.  Even  at  these  figures  the  wholesale  selling  price  is  25  cents  be¬ 
low  the  circular  price,  but  it  is  understood  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  opera¬ 
tors  to  make  another  advance  within  a  very  short  time.” 

The  Pennsylvania  railroad  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  and  coke  originat¬ 
ing  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  December  10, 
1898,  and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  as 
follows: 

1898.  1898.  1897. 

Weekending  Year  to  Year  to 

Dec.  10.  Dec.  10.  Dec.  ii. 


Anthracite,  tons . 88,485  3,642,367  3.583,117 

Bituminous,  tons . 301,073  13,267,824  12,005,295 

Coke,  tons . 116,708  5,632,397  4,659,768 


Total . 506,266  22,542,588  20,248,180 


The  North  American  Coal  Company  has  been  chartered  at  Harrisburg, 
Pa.,  with  a  capital  of  Si, 000,000.  The  officers  of  the  company  are  located  at 
Wilkesbarre.  The  directors  are  C.  A.  Shofford,  New  York;  A.  R.  Anthony, 
Wilkesbarre;  N.  W.  Anthony,  New  York;  Harold  G.  Villard,  Dobbs  Ferry; 
Archibald  Forbes,  Morristown,  N.  J.;  Hector  H.  Tyndale,  New  York;  Gustav 
Ulbricht,  New  York;  James  T.  Sharkey,  West  Pittston;  Charles  B.  Sharkey 
Scranton. 

It  is  stated  that  J.  B.  Zerbe,  president  of  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Company,  and  Cleveland  capitalists  have  purchased  1,500  acres  of  coal  between 
Irondaleand  Hammondsville,  in  eastern  Ohio.  It  is  understood  that  the  O.  & 
P.  Coal  Co.  is  not  interested  in  the  deal.  The  new  company  will  probably 
open  new  works  at  Hammondsville,  on  the  Love  farm,  as  that  seems  to  be  the 
most  favorable  point  from  which  to  reach  the  coal.  It  is  claimed  that  the  coal 
purchased  will  average  five  feet  in  thickness. 

It  is  semi-officially  stated  that  announcements  will  be  made  on  January  3 
of  arrangements  for  the  rejuvenation  of  the  anthracite  coal  trade.  Messrs. 
Morgan  Sloan  have  had  a  conference  resulting,  it  is  said,  in  Mr.  Sloan’s 
acceptance  of  Mr.  Morgan’s  views  as  to  the  proper  sort  of  a  helpful 
policy.  The  coal  stocks  were  not  active  in  yesterday’s  market,  but  interests 
identified  with  the  trade  and  with  the  managements  of  the  properties  them¬ 
selves  were  talking  quite  bullish  upon  them. 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


Some  of  the  railroads  in  Alabama  confiscated  large  amounts  of  coal  dur¬ 
ing  the  recent  cold  weather. 

In  many  cities  and  towns  in  Alabama,  the  scarcity  of  coal  caused  prices 
to  advance  50  cents  to  75  cents  per  ton. 

The  Worthington  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,has  purchased  the 
Colston  mines  in  Harrison  county,  that  state. 

The  mines  at  Horse  Creek,  Ala.,  are  working  hard.  The  output  is  about 
1,000  tons  a  day,  and  it  is  finding  a  ready  sale. 

At  Athens,  Ga.,  all  coal  concerns  were  caught  napping  when  the  cold  wave 
set  in  ten  days  ago  and  there  was  a  genuine  famine  for  a  short  while. 

The  output  of  coal  at  Pratt  City,  Ala.,  in  November  was  upward  of  163,000 
tons,  exceeding  by  4,000  tons  the  production  of  the  same  month  in  1897. 

The  Pratt  City,  Ala.,  miners  instead  of  taking  their  usual  monthly  holiday 
this  month  remained  at  work  to  supply  the  extraordinary  demand  for  coal. 

Shipments  of  coal  from  the  Elk  Garden  and  Upper  Potomac  regions  in 
West  Virginia  for  the  week  ended  December  10,  were  22,539  tons,  and  coke 
shipments  4,598  tons. 

The  scarcity  of  coal  at  ElPaso,  Texas,  is  causing  considerable  embarrass¬ 
ment.  Retail  dealers  have  entirely  exhausted  their  supplies  and  the  mines  are 
a  long  way  behind  with  their  orders. 

The  dealers  at  Chattanooga  have  advanced  the  price  of  domestic  coal  25 
cents  per  ton  on  a  .'count  of  the  demand  made  on  the  mines  by  reason  of  the 
great  increase  in  industrial  activity. 

Quartermaster  Charles  G.  Penney,  stationed  at  Huntsville,  Ala.,  yesterday 
awarded  to  T.  T.  Wilson,  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  the  contract  to  supply  the 
army  at  that  point  with  100  cars  of  domestic  coal. 

The  Ridgway-Sprankle  Coal  &  Lumber  Co.,  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  has 
been  incorporated  with  $64,000  capital,  by  Jacob  E.  Ridgway,  John  I.  Bishop, 
Caleb  S.Ridgway,  W.  Judson  Sprankle  and  Charles  S.  Davies,  of  Philadelphia. 

Shipments  of  coal  from  the  George’s  Creek  Cumberland  region  for  the 
weekended  December  10,  were  75,564  tons,  of  which  2,445  tons  were  sent  by 
canal  and  the  balance  by  rail.  The  total  shipments  for  the  year  to  date  have 
aggregated  3,843,186  tons. 

The  coal  tipple  and  haulage  system  at  the  mines  at  Sumter,  Ala.,  were 
destroyed  by  fire  last  week,  involving  a  loss  of  $5,000  and  temporarily  throw¬ 
ing  200  men  out  of  employment.  The  mines  were  the  property  of  and  oper¬ 
ated  by  the  Tennessee  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 

The  Mobile  Coal  Co.,  Mobile,  Ala.,  has  a  display  of  coal  in  a  chunk  of  size. 
The  coal  is  from  the  Montevallo  seam,  and  is  in  a  block  of  2  feet  i  inch  thick. 
4  feet  4  inches  long  and  5  feet  23  inches  high.  Ii  weighs  2,760  pounds,  and  is 
one  of  the  largest  blocks  of  coal  ever  mined  in  Alabama. 

The  coal  trade  for  the  Fairmont  district,  W.  Va.,  for  this  time  of  the  year 
is  reported  to  be  fair,  and  most  of  the  mines  are  working  full  time,  while  all 
have  something  to  do.  The  prospects  for  winter  are  very  flattering,  and  while 
the  operators  do  not  anticipate  big  work,  they  expect  sufficient  to  keep  up  a 
good  living  through  the  cold  weather.  The  lake  trade  has  closed,  and  the 
shipments  made  were  encouraging. 


The  mine  formerly  run  by  Rockershousen,  below  Bellaire,  is  now  being 
operated  by  the  Pittsburg  Block  Company,  though  all  the  machinery  has  not 
been  placed  in  position.  Electric  machines  for  hauling  coal  will  be  put  in 
within  the  next  month.  Later  electric  machines  will  be  put  in  for  mining  coal 
and  work  will  be  given  to  about  150  men.  J.  P.  Wood  is  superintending  the 
work  of  pushing  the  improvements  in  the  mines. — Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Register. 
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The  “Link-Belt”  Electric  Chain  Breast  Machine. 
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^ts  a  perfectly  level  floor;  leaves  no  bottom  coal  for  loaders  to  take  up. 
works  equally  well  to  right  or  left  across  room  or  entry.  Machine  cuttings  can  be 
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System  of  rollers  by  means  of  which  machine  is  easily  moved  across  face  of  room, 
thereby  greatly  increasing  capacity. 

Shortest  machine  for  leogth  of  undercut. 

Most  secure  and  easily-handled  rear  jack,  attached  to  machine. 

Simplest  feeding  mechanism  Less  gears  and  fewest  number  of  parts. 

Compact  ••dust  and  water-proof”  iron-clad  multipolar  motor. 

Strongest  frame  and  chain,  admitting  of  using  steel  most  economically. 
Chisel-holding  device  covered  by  patents  sustained  by  Judge  Sage. 
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REVIEW  OP  THE  COAL  TRADE  18J)S. 

Heavy  stocks  of  both  anthracite  and  bitumi.aous  coal  and  low  prices  char¬ 
acterized  the  opening  of  1898  in  the  Western  metropolis  and  surrounding  ter¬ 
ritory.  The  mild  winter  and  unseasonable  weather  generally,  together  with 
the  superabundance  of  the  fuel  supply — far  in  excess  of  demand — brought 
about  a  condition  which  resulted  in  a  demoralized  coal  market.  The  only 
redeeming  feature,  if  such  it  should  be  called,  was  the  expansion  and  improve¬ 
ment  in  manufacturing  industries,  and  especially  in  the  plants  producing  iron 
and  steel.  Most  of  these  had  low-priced  contracts  for  their  supply  of  fuel, 
which  were  too  near  the  cost  mark  to  be  profitable  to  the  coal  agent  or  to  the 
coal  producer.  In  January  occurred  the  Inter-State  Convention  of  coal  opera¬ 
tors  and  miners  of  the  competitive  states:  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Illinois.  This  was  the  most  important  joint  meeting  of  employers  and  em 
ployees  that  ever  went  into  session  in  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  set¬ 
tling  a  wage  basis.  The  278  delegates  at  the  convention  represented  upwards 
of  300,000  Union  miners,  whose  scale  of  wages  was  to  be  fixed  for  the  year 
ending  April  i,  1899.  Of  this  large  number  about  100,000  had  only  been  re¬ 
cently  organized,  yet  such  was  the  spirit  of  conciliation  manifested  on  both 
sides  that  an  eight-hour  day  and  an  advance  of  ten  cents  per  ton  in  the  wage 
scale  was  determined  upon  and  all  differences  adjusted  and  settled  in  ten  days. 
Although  there  were  some  miners  here,  West  Virginia  not  being  fully  union¬ 
ized  as  a  competitive  state,  was  not  properly  represented  in  the  convention, 
but  the  delegates  signed  the  agreement,  and  the  officials  of  the  Union  prom¬ 
ised  to  use  every  effort  to  bring  the  men  into  the  fold.  This,  so  far,  they  have 
failed  to  accomplish.  There  have  been  some  strikes  and  disturbances  and 
serious  riots,  bloodshed  and  murder  in  Illinois,  but  considering  the  number  of 
working  miners  and  the  vast  amount  of  mining  property  affected  by  the  Chi¬ 
cago  agreement,  the  general  result  is  not  unsatisfactory.  The  enforcement  of 
the  Chicago  scale  has  caused  several  mining  companies  to  suspend  operations 
and  go  out  of  business  because  they  were  losing  money  on  every  ton  of  coal 
hoisted. 

anthracite. 

The  consumption  of  broken  and  egg  sizes  of  anthracite  in  Chicago  and  in 
many  of  the  large  cities  of  the  West  has  been  materially  reduced  by  the  sub¬ 
stitution  of  natural  and  manufactured  gas,  coke  and  the  nearly  smokeless  pro¬ 
duct  of  West  Virginia.  There  has  been  a  notable  increase  in  the  consumption 
of  regular  chestnut.  No.  2  chestnut,  pea  coal  and  screenings.  The  introduction 
of  electricity  as  a  motive  power  on  the  elevated  railways,  displacing  the  noisy 
locomotives,  affected  a  large  tonnage  of  broken  and  egg  coal.  Many  manufac¬ 
turing  concerns,  on  account  of  the  anti-smoke  ordinance,  commenced  using  a 
mixture  of  anthracite  screenings  with  bituminous  coal,  which  they  discovered 
answered  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  volume  of  smoke,  nearly  as  much  as 
when  they  were  using  the  broken  or  large  egg  size.  So  that  in  these  and  in 
various  other  ways,  the  substitution  of  the  smaller  or  steam  sizes  of  anthracite 
for  the  broken  and  egg  has  cut  deeply  into  the  tonnage  of  the  latter  and  the 
displacement  aggregates  a  large  amount.  In  January,  owing  to  the  open  win¬ 
ter,  it  was  practically  a  buyer’s  market  and  circular  prices  at  wholesale  were 
nominal  at  S5.35  for  broken,  and  $=;.6o  for  the  domestic  sizes— egg,  stove  and 
chestnut,  while  pea  was  ^3.25.  The'  retail  figures  were  $6.00  and  $6.25.  Early 


in  the  year  there  was  a  noticeable  shortage  of  chestnut  coal  and  as  the  agents 
of  all  the  producing  companies  were  affected  by  the  scarcity,  orders  for  this 
size  were  cut  down  25  to  50  per  cent  according  to  circumstances.  The  short¬ 
age  of  chestnut  was  due  to  the  restrictive  policy  in  the  mining  operations 
which  lessened  the  output  from  the  mines  in  Pennsylvania.  So  limited  was 
the  supply  m  February  that  most  of  the  traveling  salesmen  were  with¬ 
drawn  from  the  road.  The  season  ’97-’98.  up  to  March  was  disappointing 
to  producers,  sales  agents,  commission  men,  jobbers  and  to  the  trade  generally. 
In  February  sales  agents  received  peremptory  instructions  to  hold  prices  firm 
at  S5  and  $5.25  per  ton,  which  coming  practically  at  the  end  of  the  season, 
causee  no  little  surprise  among  the  trade.  In  March  the  mild  weather  greatly 
curtailed  business,  and  sales  and  shipments  were  notably  light,  while  some 
weakness  began  to  be  developed  in  spots  here  and  there.  J  he  month  com¬ 
pared  very  unfavorably  with  the  corresponding  month  in  previous  years. 
March  is  generally  looked  upon  by  the  trade  as  a  good  coal  consuming  month 
on  account  of  the  high  winds,  but  this  year  the  tonnage  of  coal  moved  was 
light.  The  mildness  of  the  winter  throughout  the  West  and  Northwest  will  be 
better  understood  when  it  is  known  that  the  Straits  of  Mackinac  were  open 
and  practically  free  from  ice  during  the  last  week  of  March,  the  earliest  in  the 
sixty-three  years  of  record.  April  as  a  shipping  month  for  anthracite  was  ex¬ 
ceptionally  dull  on  account  of  the  early  setting  in  of  spring,  the  movement 
being  entirely  of  a  hand  to  mouth  character.  A  notable  feature  in  April  was 
the  very  low  prices  named  on  local  contracts  for  the  United  States  federal  de¬ 
partments.  The  declaration  of  war  with  Spain,  April  25th,  produced  little  or 
no  effect  upon  the  coal  market  here,  but  at  the  Atlantic  seaboard  shipping 
ports  there’ was  a  notable  decrease  as  the  export  demand  had  been  practiially 
cut  off  entirely  by  coal  being  declared  contraband  of  war;  to  offset  this  the 
government  requisitions  for  fuel  were  heavy.  In  May  there  was  some  inquiry 
for  anthracite  for  the  new  season  iSqS-’gg,  but  it  was  made  in  a  half-hearted 
way.  This  was  accounted  for  by  the  natural  dullness  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
intensified  by  the  warm  weather,  the  disturbing  factor  of  war  and  prices  not 
being  consonant  with  the  ideas  of  buyers.  The  new  season  oj^ned  with 
greater  quietude  than  was  ever  before  witnessed  in  the  West.  Theweceipts  of 
anthracite  by  lake  were  large  during  May,  owing  to  the  low  freight  rates  from 
Buffalo— 20c  per  ton.  During  June  there  was  no  regular  or  uniform  price 
for  anthracite  at  wholesale  and  this  caused  many  of  the  larger  buyers  to  hold 
off  and  await  the  outcome,  as  general  weakness  was  a  notable  feature.  In 
July  local  contracts  for  coal  were  placed  at  exceedingly  low  figures  and  the 
publication  of  them  in  the  daily  press  caused  many  would-be  buyers  to  with¬ 
draw  from  the  market.  Early  in  the  month  one  of  the  large  anthracite  pro¬ 
ducing  interests  made  an  open  price  of  $4-00  for  broken  and  $4-25  P^r  ton  for 
the  smaller  sizes.  The  price  for  some  time  had  been  nominally  50c  per  ton 
higher.  A  heavy  tonnage  was  sold  during  the  month  at  these  figures,  but 
some  of  the  companie;  agents  refused  to  meet  the  cut  in  prices.  A  rather 
peculiar  feature  was  that  sales  agents  refused  to  sell  large  buyers  all  they 
wanted,  but  scaled  down  orders  from  25  per  cent  to  50  per  cent,  while  the  per¬ 
centage  of  chestnut  was  limited  to  60  per  cent  of  the  total  tonnage  of  orders. 
A  further  feature  was  that  the  business  taken  at  the  cut  prices  was  on  a  cash 
basis,  and  orders  accepted  only  on  ability  to  fill  and  ship  at  once.  All-rail  coal 
was  practically  out  of  the  market  on  account  of  the  low  prices  offered  on  dock 
coal.  This  peculiarity  of  the  anthracite  trade  was  continued  until  December, 
when  all-rail  business  became  more  prominent.  On  July  23,  an  advance  in 
prices  was  made  to  85.00  and  85. 25,  and  was  a  surprise  to  the  trade  at  large. 
This  sudden  advance  came  without  warning,  and  for  awhile  put  a  quietus  on 
all  new  business,  and  in  August  few  salesmen  were  on  the  road.  Most  of  the 
companies  were  loaded  with  orders  and  shipments  were  heavy  all  through  the 
fall  months.  A  notable  shortage  of  chestnut  prevailed,  and  in  November  and 
December  it  was  selling  at  a  premium  over  other  domestic  sizes.  The  low- 
priced  coal  sold  in  July  proved  too  powerful  a  menace  and  there  was  a  steady 
recession  in  Circular  until  October,  when  the  figures  were  about  on  a  parity 
with  those  in  vogue  in  July.  All-rail  receipts  were  somewhat  lighter  than  dur¬ 
ing  1897,  being  retarded  by  the  shortage  of  box  cars,  both  at  mines  and  at  Buf¬ 
falo.  Shipments  of  anthracite  from  Chicago  show  a  fair  increase  over  those 
of  last  year,  but  are  not  as  large  as  the  natural  growth  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  should  warrant.  The  increase  in  lake  receipts  over  those  of  1897 
were  upwards  of  200,000  tons  and  were  stimulated  by  the  low  rates  of  water 
freight. 

BITU.MINOUS  COAL. 

Bituminous  coal  receipts  at  Chicago  during  the  year  1898  show  a  decrease 
of  over  300,000  tons  as  compared  with  1897.  At  the  opening  of  the  year  soft 
coal  of  all  kinds  was  in  heavy  supply,  due  to  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  outcome 
of  the  convention  of  coal  operators  and  miners  in  January.  This  large  surplus 
of  coal  was  slow  of  absorption  owing  to  the  mildness  of  the  season  and  to  the 
fact  that  manufacturing  industries  were  tardy  to  resume  operations  the  excep¬ 
tion  being  those  engaged  in  making  iron  and  steel.  The  excessive  supply  of 
coal  and  the  enforcement  of  demurrage  charges  by  the  carrying  railroads 
caused  much  coal  to  be  sacrificed.  The  fact  that  Chicago  had  been  made  a 
dumping  point  for  a  large  amount  of  coal,  the  output  of  Indiana  and  Illinois 
mines, proved  conclusively  that  there  were  too  many  mines  and  too  many 
miners  for  all  to  be  profitably  operated  and  the  men  kept  employed.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  Coal  Statistics  there  was  in  January  an  in¬ 
crease  in  the  receipts  of  upwards  of  75.000  tons  from  competitive 
states  and  West  Virginia  in  January  as  compared  with  that  month 
in  1897.  These  excessive  receipts,  together  with  the  large  arrivals  from 
Illinois  mines,  caused  a  fiat,  dull  and  unprofitable  market  for  the 
producer  and  dealer.  It  was  a  buyer’s  market  and  continued  so  for 
months.  The  quickening  in  manufacturing  expected  during  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year  failed  of  realization,  which  together  with  the  unseason¬ 
ably  mild  weather  and  a  large  decrease  in  orders  from  railroads, 
usually  heavy  consumers,  combined  to  render  the  market  weak  and  spirit¬ 
less.  In  March  there  was  a  perceptible  stiffening  in  all  grades  of 
prepared  soft  coal  owing  to  the  advance  in  the  mining  scale  and  the 
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eight-hour  day  becoming  effective  April  ist.  During  April  there  was  more  or 
less  trouble  in  all  the  competitive  states  and  thousands  of  miners  were  idle  pend¬ 
ing  the  settlement  of  the  differential  between  machine  and  pick  mining.  In  May 
the  soft  coal  market  showed  a  decided  improvement,  higher  prices  were  asked 
and  obtained  as  the  cost  of  mining  was  advanced  by  the  20  per  cent  reduction 
in  the  working  time  from  ten  to  eight  hours,  and  the  advance  in  the  scale  of 
wages.  During  the  early  summer  months  there  was  (juite  a  scarcity  of  screen¬ 
ings  and  slack,  owing  to  the  large  decrease  in  the  output  in  lump  coal.  Gas 
and  oil  displaced  a  heavy  tonnage  of  the  domestic  varieties  of  coal  and  while 
this  has  been  usual  for  many  years,  there  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  con¬ 
sumption  last  summer  over  that  of  previous  seasons.  Contracts  for  coal  placed 
by  large  consumers  were  closed  at  higher  figures  than  those  of  a  year  ago. 
The  increased  use  of  gas-logs  caused  a  corresponding  decrease  in  cannel  coal. 
The  demand  for  coal  for  harvesting,  threshing  purposes,  commenced  in  June 
and  continued  well  into  October.  The  abundant  crops  of  small  grain  caused 
an  appreciable  increase  in  the  tonnage  of  coal  used  by  threshers.  During  the 
summer  months  most  of  the  mines  supplying  the  Chicago  market  worked  less 
than  half  time,  and  yet  there  was  a  superabundance  of  coal  of  all  kinds  except 
screenings  and  slack.  In  June  the  miners’  union  officials  issued  a  boycott  cir¬ 
cular  against  the  use  of  West  Virginia  coal,  but  it  had  little  effect,  and  that 
product  has  pushed  westward  as  far  as  the  Missouri  river  where  it  is  offered 
in  competition  with  anthracite.  The  usual  midsummer  shut  down  of  mills  and 
factories  caused  a  decreased  demand  for  fuel,  the  war  also  began  to  affect 
some  manufacturing  lines,  and  there  was  a  notable  falling  off  in 
the  receipts  not  only  at  Chicago,  but  at  large  Western  cities. 
In  August  and  September  there  was  quite  a  reaction  in  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal,  for  nearly  all  industries  felt  the  impetus  imparted  by  the  prospect 
of  peace  but  it  had  little  effect  on  prices  as  the  local  market  was  overstocked. 
In  September  and  October  the  demand  for  commercial  coal  was  stimulated  by 
the  colder  weather;  cannel  also  showed  a  decided  quickening.  The  growth  in 
the  increase  in  the  demand  for  all  varieties  was  very  marked  from  October  ist, 
indicating  the  approach  of  another  wave  of  commercial  and  industrial  pros¬ 
perity.  Ever  since  the  late  tall  demand  for  soft  coal  began  a  notable  shortage 
of  cars  was  a  prominent  feature.  In  November  railroads  began  stocking  coal, 
some  big  systems  taking  all  they  could  get  their  contractors  to  supply  which 
caused  a  scarcity  of  commercial  coal.  The  result  of  the  November  election 
created  greater  confidence  and  acted  as  an  inspiration  to  manufacturers.  The 
price  of  soft  coal  of  all  kinds  was  advanced  in  November  and  December  and 
instead  of  being  a  buyer’s  market  it  was  the  seller  who  made  the  figures.  The 
severe  w??ither  which  ushered  in  the  winter  season  came  so  suddenly  that 
operators,  jobbers  and  dealers  found  themselves  short  of  coal  for  immediate 
shipment  and  the  spot  article  in  many  cases  commanded  fancy  figures  above 
the  regular  price.  The  last  two  months  witnessed  quite  a  revival  in  the  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  trade  of  Chicago  and  surrounding  territory  with  very  good  pros¬ 
pects  for  its  continuance. 

COKE. 

Coke  has  been  in  very  fair  demand  throughout  the  year,  and  the  in¬ 
crease  in  the  receipts  at  Chicago  has  been  nearly  400,000  tons  more 
than  in  iSqy.  This  fact  alone  shows  the  greatly  augmented  industrial 
activity  in  the  manufacture  of  iron  and  steel  in  the  Western  metropolis 
and  its  environs.  It  must  be  understood  that  this  great  increase  is  large¬ 
ly  made  up  of  furnace  coke  used  at  the  blast  furnaces  at  South  Chi¬ 
cago  used  for  the  productiou  of  iron  and  steel.  There  was,  however, 
quite  a  revival  in  the  foundry  trade,  and  a  fair  proportion  of  the  increase 
must  he  credited  to  the  use  of  coke  in  the  cupolas. 
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THE  ANTHRACITE  MARKET  IN  1898. 

Another  new  year  confronts  us,  and  no  doubt  the  many  and  oft  tried 
maxims  and  forming  of  new  resolutions— turning  over  a  new  leaf,  and  the  re¬ 
solve  to  make  the  entire  year  more  fruitful  than  the  past,  the  growing  older  to 
grow  wiser  and  better  is  as  applicable  this  year  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  and 
especially  to  the  coal  trade.  Why  this  should  be  so  after  all  the  experiences, 
resolutions  and  dissertations  of  the  past  can  only  be  accounted  for  in  that  man 
is  but  human. 

The  past  year  in  the  trade  has  differed  from  those  immediately  preceding 
it  by  the  absence  of  the  meetings  of  the  sales  agents  and  presidents,and  a  sta¬ 
tionary  schedule  of  prices  throughout  the  year.  These  new  features,  however, 
have  not  proved  as  satisfactory  to  the  trade  as  was  anticipated  when  compared 
with  that  of  1897.  The  old  policy  of  changing  the  circular  figures  from  time 
to  time,  as  the  market  called  for.  was  in  many  respects  unsatisfactory, 
and  largely  the  means  of  destroying  the  confidence  of  the  buyer, 
yet  on  the  other  hand  it  was  an  attiaction  on  account  of 
its  speculative  feature,  which  encouraged  buying  earlier  in  the 
season  and  permitted  the  movement  of  a  larger  percentage  of  the  tonnage  at  a 
time  of  the  year  when  coal  could  be  handled  at  a  less  cost  than  during  the  fall 
and  winter  months.  The  year  in  this  respect  has  been  rather  disappointing  as 
the  average  returns  for  no  month  came  up  to  the  highest  figures  of  last  year, 
and  the  lowest  averages  in  November  on  stove  coal  were  some  30  cents  below 
the  lowest  figures  of  1897.  A  comparison  of  the  prices  in  the  late  autumn  with 
those  in  the  spring  months  and  those  of  last  year  show  a  wide  contrast.  The 
decline  this  year  in  prices  was  in  the  fall,  when  it  dropped  30  cents  below 
those  in  the  earlier  months,  while  last  year  the  fall  season  developed  the  high¬ 
est  figures  of  the  year,  while  the  averages  for  eleven  months  only  showed  a 
variation  of  about  10  cents  a  ton.  We  give  below  a  schedule  of  tidewater 
averages  on  the  various  sizes  showing  the  fluctuations  as  compared  with  those 
of  last  year.  These  averages  includ  j  the  domestic  sizes  known  as  egg,  stove 
and  nut. 


Month 

January . $3 

February .  3 

March .  •?  60 

April . . 

May . 

June .  3 

July .  _  _ 

August .  3  58 

September .  3 

October .  3 

November .  3 

December . 


force: 


Egg. 

Stove. 

Nut. 

1898. 

Ave. 

1897. 

Ave. 

$3  57 

»3  73 

53  36 

$3  55 

$3  64 

3  66 

3  87 

3  61 

3  71 

3  74 

3  69 

3  89 

3  63 

3  80 

3  74 

3  68 

3  89 

3  63 

3  80 

3  75 

3  67 

3  92 

3  64 

3  75 

3  76 

3  66 

3  91 

3  62 

3  73 

3  78 

3  63 

3  84 

3  58 

3  68 

3  80 

3  5« 

3  78 

3  52 

3  63 

3  83 

3  51 

3  72 

3  47 

3  57 

3  97 

3  40 

3  59 

3  38 

3  46 

3  85 

3  33 

3  54 

3  37 

3  42 

3  78 

le  various  sizes  the  first  of 

- 3  76 

the  year  was  as 

:  was  understood 

that  this  schedule 

was  in 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

December  28,  1898. 

Anthracite  coal  is  firm  at  wholesale,  though  trade  is  rather  quiet,  so  far  as 
anthracite  is  concerned.  The  advance  of  25c  a  ton  the  other  day  seems  to 
have  been  sustained,  in  sentiment  at  least.  The  advance  in  prices,  with  the 
extremely  high  freight  rates,  seems  to  have  prevented  price  cutting,  even  by 
individual  operators. 

Prices,  New  York,  net,  are:  Stove,  $3.5o@3.6o;  egg,  $3.25 @3.50;  broken, 
f;3.oo@3.25;  chestnut,  $3.io@3.25. 

Vessels  continue  scarce,  with  freights  high:  New  York,  $1.00;  Newport 
News  and  Philadelphia,  S1.25;  Baltimore,  gi.4o@ i . 50,  with  vessels  chartered 
at  such  figures. 

At  retail  the  market  is  very  firm,  by  reason  of  high  freights  and  the  strength 
of  the  wholesale  market.  But  trade  is  dull,  the  weather  not  being  severe 
enough  for  great  briskness  in  co  il.  Quotations  are  steady  at  per  ton  2,000 
pounds:  Stove,  $5.00;  nut,  $4-75:  egg,  $4.75;  furnace,  ^4.50;  pea,  $3.50; 
Shamokin,  $5.25:  Franklin,  $6.50;  Cumberland,  $3.25. 

The  bituminous  coal  situation  is  one  of  a  very  small  supply,  and  so  small 
that  coal  positively  must  keep  coming,  notwithstanding  the  scarcity  of  vessels 
and  high  rates  of  freight.  It  is  estimated  that  there  is  not  over  ten  days’ sup¬ 
ply  of  bituminous  coal  in  Boston.  Quotations  are  very  firm:  €learfield,  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  $i.45@i.55:  Baltimore,  $i.7o@i.75;  George’s  Creek,  Cumberland, 
Si.75@i.8o:  New  River  and  Pocahontas,  Newport  News  and  Norfolk,  51.75. 
Delivered  in  Boston,  bituminous  coal  is  firmer  at  $3.oo@3.25. 


Broken.  Egg.  Stove.  Nut. 

$3.65  $3.90  54.15  53-90 

These  prices  are  f.  o.  b.  New  York  shipping  ports  (15  cents  less  net). 

Throughout  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  the  tonnages  were  kept  well 
in  hand  and  should  have  developed  a  more  stable  market  but  from  the  fact 
that  buyers  showed  a  determination  not  to  purchase  beyond  their  current  re¬ 
quirements,  and  these  were  quite  small  during  the  months  of  October  and 
November.  Several  companies  who  were  nearing  the  close  of  this  fiscal  year 
showed  a  desire  to  roll  up  a  large  tonnage,  which  caused  a  weakening  of 
prices  and  no  doubt  greater  demoralization  would  have  resulted  if  climatic 
conditions  had  not  favored  the  trade. 

The  monthly  shipments  during  the  year  have  been  as  follows,  compared 


with  preceding  years: 

Month. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

January . . 

. 3.844,222 

2.854.435 

3.073.410 

February  . 

. 2,603,622 

2,519,733 

2,761,999 

March . 

. 2,998,254 

2,540,968 

2,700,288 

April . 

. 3.o>3->90 

2,552,170 

2,228,750 

May . 

. 3.125,170 

2,723,625 

2,399.894 

June . 

. 3.314,190 

2,920,024 

3,026,971 

July . 

. 3.750,248 

3.975.128 

3,768,406 

August . 

4,086,873 

3.783.288 

September . 

. 4.001,578 

4,072,520 

4,260,710 

October . 

. 4,783.707 

5,120,893 

4.765.165 

November . 

. 4,435.722 

4,538,400 

4,854,517 

December . 

. 3.357.681 

3,732,992 

4,000,000 

43.177.483 

41,637,808 

41,632,400 

CINCINNATI,  0. 

December  29,  1898. 

There  is  nothing  new  here  this  week.  Last  week’s  conditions  continue. 
A  large  amount  of  coal  has  been  received  here  since  last  week,  and  the  whole¬ 
sale  market  is  very  dull  in  consequence.  Standard  Pittsburg  lump  is  freely 
offered  at  44^  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  barges,  with  few  purchasers.  Kanawha 
lump  sells  at  from  4  to  5  cents  a  bushel.  Nut  and  slack  is  a  drug  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  at  3  cents  a  bushel.  Rail  coal  wholesale  is  worth  51.65  to  5i.75  a  ton  on 
tracks  here,  and  business  is  fair.  At  retail  all  kinds  of  soft  coal  continue  to 
sell  for  52.25  a  ton  delivered,  and  anthracite  is  worth  56.00  a  ton  delivered. 
Trade  generally  has  been  very  dull  considering  the  time  of  year,  but  the 
weather,  with  the  exception  of  one  week,  has  not  been  severe.  There  is  not 
much  likelihood  of  retail  prices  changing  this  week. 


THE  BITUMINOUS  MARKET. 

The  year  1898  in  the  bituminous  coal  trade  will  show  itself  as  one  of  large 
tonnage.  The  feature  of  the  early  part  of  the  year  in  prominence  was  the 
early  date  of  season  contracts  being  made,  it  being  believed  that  fully  50  per 
cent  of  season  contracts  were  closed  before  the  middle  of  January.  There  were 
some  meetings  of  the  officers  of  the  main  line  railroads  who  made  some  effort 
to  maintain  prices  on  the  season’s  business,  which  however  came  to  naught. 
Prices  ruled  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  as  quoted,  5i.75 o-  lower 

ports,  for  the  best  coal,  and  51.30-1. 40  for  the  poorer  grades;  New  York  Harbor, 
51.70- 1.90  for  the  poorer  grades,  anil  52.20  for  the  higher  grades:  These  figures 
were  shaded  in  the  contracts  and  prices  have  retrograded  since  then  some  10 
to  15  cents.  Considering  all  things  the  trade  throughout  the  year  has  moved 
along  fairly  well.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  slight  trouble  from 
floods  and  strikes  in  the  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia  regions,  which,  how- 
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Xhk  Black  Diamond. 


ever,  affected  the  seaboard  trade  but  slightly.  The  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain  created  trouble  for  a  time  by  scares  of  a  so-called  phantom 
Spanish  fleet,  on  our  coastwise  vessels,  which,  however,  was  happily  given  its 
quietus  through  the  great  results  produced  by  our  navy.  The  great  strike  in 
Wales,  Great  Britain,  opened  up  and  increased  our  export  trade  about  which 
The  Black  Diamond  has  been  preaching  so  many  years,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  from  the  entrance,  so  obtained  and  since  then  increased,  that  larger  re¬ 
sults  will  follow  and  may  in  time  take  the  surplus  coal  reaching  tide,  permit¬ 
ting  of  better  prices  in  the  future.  The  war  had  its  results  on  the  coal  trade 
early  in  the  season,  as  the  government  in  March  started  to  prepare  itself  by 
storing  large  quantities  of  coal  at  Key  West,  and  all  through  the  sumrner 
months  there  was  a  continued  demand  from  the  government  which 
it  is  understood  aggregated  some  three  hundred  thousand  tons. 
This  amount  is  not  to  be  considered  as  over  and  above  the 
mercantile  demand  but  as  really  offsetting  some  small  percentage 
of  trade  which  was  displaced  by  the  war,  such  as  tor  instance,  the  vessels 
which  were  bought  by  the  government,  did  not  take  anywhere  near  the 
quantity  of  coal  loitering  around  on  government  orders  that  they  did  when 
pushed  to  their  utmost  in  mercantile  trade.  The  destruction  of  the  Spanish 
fleet  at  Santiago  immediately  put  the  coal  trade  on  its  old  footing,  though  the 
colliers  tied  up  on  demurrage  with  cargoes  of  coal  were  missed  in  the  coast¬ 
wise  coal  trade.  The  chief  difficulty  during  the  season  was  water  transporta¬ 
tion,  which,  however,  up  to  the  late  heavy  storms  was  sufficient  for  the  purpose 
of  the  soft  coal  trade.  All  through  the  season  there  was  a  continued  demand 
for  vessels  the  charter  rates  on  which,  it  is  thought,  ruled  possibly  slightly 
higher  than  the  previous  year.  At  the  present  time,  from  the  great  loss  of 
vessels  in  the  recent  storms,  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  vessels  which  may  be 
felt  throughout  the  coming  year  and  make  freights  rule  much  higher.  This 
fall  one  of  the  large  transportation  lines  entered  into  a  contract  for  an 
enormous  quantity  of  coal  to  be  transported  from  a  Chesapeake  Bay  point 
to  the  New  England  ports,  and  brought  from  the  great  lakes 
though  the  Rapids  a  large  number  of  lake  vessels  for  this  purpose,  which  it 
was  believed  would  relieve  the  vessel  market  considerably.  The  late  storms, 
however,  have  destroyed  far  in  excess  of  the  tonnage  brought  to  the  seaboard, 
and  the  coastwise  vessel  situation  bids  fair  to  be  a  most  perplexing  one  during 
the  coming  season.  The  close  of  the  year  shows  a  great  demand  for  coal, 
increased  by  the  fears  of  a  shortage  on  the  part  of  the  consumers.  The  main 
line  roads  are  making  an  effort  to  come  to  some  sort  of  an  understanding  by 
which  freight  rates  can  be  maintained:  a  disorganized  train  movement  cor¬ 
rected;  cars  in  better  supply;  large  stocks  of  coal  at  the  shipping  ports  and 
fair  supplies  kept  in  consumers’  hands.  Some  consuming  territories  continue 
to  call  for  coal,  which  seems  almost  impossible  to  get  to  them,  the  vessel 
market  showing  very  high  freights,  no  vessels  to  be  had  and  prices  to  regular 
trade  the  lowest  of  the  year,  though  on  transient  trade  some  advances  have 
been  shown.  Coastwise  vessel  freights  have  ranged  during  the  year  from 
Philadelphia  from  $.50-$!  .50  to  Boston  and  from  $.50  to  $1.25  to  Providence, 
New  Bedford  and  the  Sound. 


PITTSBDRti,  PA. 

December  29,  1898. 

The  coal  trade  is  devoid  of  any  new  features  during  the  past  week.  A 
warm  spell  of  weather  has  made  retail  dealers  somewhat  blue  for  several 
days  past.  Some  of  these  were  seen  during  the  past  week  and  all  told  about 
the  same  story.  At  the  office  of  the  Oak  Ridge  Coal  Company,  Mr.  Nutlridge 
stated  that  trade  was  rather  slow  and  prices  without  change.  “It  is  singular,’ 
said  he,  “how  a  day  or  two  of  good  weather  will  affect  the  retail  coal  trade. 
The  big’business  and  office  blocks  now  heated  by  steam,  are  large  consumers 
of  coal,  and  during  a  cold  snap  they  take  a  great  deal  of  fuel  each  day.  But 
when  the  weather  takes  a  mild  turn  for  a  day  or  two,  the  retail  coal  men  at 
once  feel  the  effect  on  their  trade.  As  it  is,  however,  we  are  doing  a  fair  share, 
our  mines  are  in  fairly  good  operation, and  the  mill  trade  is  moderately  active.” 

Morris  McCue  &  Co.  state  that  their  trade  is  about  as  it  has  been  for  some 
time  past,  and  with  them  the  retail  demand  is  good.  The  First  Pool  Coal  Co., 
having  mines  on  the  Wheeling  division  of  the  B.  &  O.,  is  pushed  to  supply  its 
city  trade,  and  has  considerable  difficulty  in  getting  cars.  This,  however,  is 
not  the  prevailing  condition  in  that  district  as  quite  a  number  of  mines  are 
closed  down.  The  river  producers  are  making  greater  inroads  on  the  city  trade 
as  present  circumstances  favor  them  considerably.  The  railroad  mines  have  to 
pay  a  freight  rate  of  25  cents  per  ton  to  the  city  using  individua  1  cars,  and  with 
company  cars  the  rate  is  ten  cents  more.  The  river  mine  owner  can  put  his 
coal  on  the  wharf  at  a  freight  rate  of  per  bushel  and  his  city  office  expenses 
are  not  so  high.  It  takes  money  to  run  coal  yards  on  city  property,  while  the 
river  operator  needs  little  more  than  a  landing. 

The  last  coal  rise  in  the  Ohio  was  very  satisfactory  to  the  river  operators, 

as  little  coal  was  lost.  .  ,  . 

The  attention  of  the  government  has  been  called  to  the  fact  tnat  the  Mon- 
ongahela  is  full  of  wrecks,  which  impede  navigation,  and  steps  will  be  taken  to 
clear  the  channel. 

The  railroad  mines  are  doing  more  than  they  usually  do  at  this  season,  but 
even  at  that,  nothing  like  the  full  capacity  is  employed.  On  the  river,  oper¬ 
ations  are  going  about  the  same  way.  The  arrival  of  rnore  ernpty  craft  within 
the  next  few  days  will  give  the  miners  more  work.  Prices  this  week  show  no 
change,  and  remain  as  quoted  for  some  time  past. 

The  winter  meeting  of  the  Central  Mining  Institute  of  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  held  here  this  week,  was  unusually  well  attended,  and  the  proceed¬ 
ings  were  quite  interesting  to  the  mining  craft.  This  organization  is  growing 
in  importance.  For  several  years  it  attracted  comparatively  little  attention, 
but  now  its  meetings  are  closely  watched.  This  one  included  a  session  held  in 
Carnegie  Library,  and  addresses  from  men  prominent  in  the  scientific  ed¬ 
ucational  world. 


The  north  half  of  the  Riverside  Coke  Plant,  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  is  being 
placed  in  operation  and  by  the  end  of  the  week  all  of  the  ovens  will  probably 
be  working.  The  furnace  was  opened  about  one  month  ago,  the  ovens  in  the 
south  section  being  fired.  The  upper  section  of  the  big  plant  is  now  receiving 
the  attention  of  the  coke  workmen  and  the  capacity  of  the  plant  will  soon 
be  doubled.  The  ovens  first  fired  are  turning  out  an  immense  quantity  of 
fuel. 


I  CHICAGO  MARKET.  | 

Anthracite  coal,  wholesale  and  retail,  will  advance  50  cents  a  ton,  in  effect 
January  2,  1899.  This  affects  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  the  upper  Lake  ports. 
This  advance  is  fully  warranted  and  justified  by  the  fact  that  anthracite  has 
been  selling  at  about  cost  for  the  last  six  months  and  the  supply  is  none  too 
abundant.  For  several  weeks  the  anthracite  market  has  been  firming  up  and 
some  effort  has  been  made  to  obtain  better  prices  culminating  in  the  above 
advance.  It  is  fully  expected  that  by  January  i  all  orders  will  be  well  cleaned 
up,  perhaps,  excepting  some  unfilled  business  on  chestnut,  on  which  nearly  all 
shippers  are  more  or  less  behind.  There  is  still  great  difficulty  in  getting  all¬ 
rail  coal  forward  on  account  of  the  congestion  of  freight  around  Buffalo,  and 
apparently  that  city  has  not  yet  entirely  recovered  from  the  serious  blockade 
of  some  ten  days  ago.  At  present  business  is  of  light  proportions  but  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  with  the  good  coal-burning  weather  of  the  past 
month  there  will  be  a  more  active  buying  movement  in  all  the  territory  reached 
by  Chicago  shippers.  Some  of  the  sales  agents  reportthat  there  is  a  real  shortage 
of  box  cars  available  for  loading  and  shipping  from  docks  which  is  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  gram  arriving  from  the  West,  in¬ 
stead  of  going  into  elevators,  is  forwarded  eastward  to  Atlantic  ports.  The 
demand  for  chestnut  is  fully  as  good  as  it  has  been  all  through  the  fall,  and 
orders  for  mixed  car  lots  of  range  and  nut  are  more  frequent  than  they  usually 
have  been.  It  is  now  quite  clear  that  the  farming  community  generally,  has 
been  buying  more  anthracite  than  it  has  for  several  seasons  past.  This  is,  in 
fact,  borne  out  by  reports  of  traveling  salesmen,  who  say  that  dealers  in  small 
towns  note  a  more  widespread  distribution  of  coal  to  farmers  and  others  who 
informer  years  had  been  contented  to  buy  the  bituminous  varieties.  Local  and 
suburban  retail  trade  has  assumed  a  quieter  phase  and  yet  there  is  a  moderate 
tonnage  selling  in  small  quantities  of  a  ton  and  upwards.  The  carload  price 
now  on  all  new  business  at  wholesale  is  $4.50  for  broken  and  $4.75  for  the  do¬ 
mestic  sizes,  and  $5.50  and  $5.75  respectively  at  retail. 

Bituminous  coal  is  in  greater  demand  than  supply,  but  there  is  perhaps  a 
little  less  urgency  in  the  matter  of  delivery;  still  there  is  no  decrease  in  the 
volume  of  orders  and  business  during  the  week  has  been  at  a  lively  gait. 
Many  large  operators  who  have  railroad  contracts  continue  to  buy  all 
the  coal  offered  them  and  few  of  them  who  are  not  much  behind  on  the 
requisitions  furnished  by  the  fuel  agents.  The  open  cut  on  rates  by  the  Ohio 
coal  carrying  roads,  and  which  is  sure  to  be  met  by  other  lines,  is  probably 
the  only  disturbing  feature  in  the  bituminous  market.  Disturbing,  because, 
though  operators  have  declared  and  agreed  that  the  current  price  on  Hocking 
coal  shall  be  maintained,  yet  the  fact  that  other  roads  will  meet  the  reduced 
rate  and  will  thus  be  enabled  to  offer  the  product  hauled  over  their  lines  at 
less  figures,  may  have  the  effect  of  causing  concessions.  Receipts  of  eastern 
coal  generally  are  somewhat  better,  but  as  cars  continue  scarce  there  is  no 
surplus.  This  inadequacy  in  rolling  stock  and  facilities  for  transportation- 
lack  of  motive  power  on  some  roads — shows  little,  if  any,  intermission  and 
complaints  are  still  quite  common.  Steam  coal  is  in  uninterrupted  demand, 
and  supply  from  Indiana  and  Illinois  much  behind  orders.  The  call  for  all 
the  better  prepared  grades  of  domestic  coal  continues  active,  and  the  same 
applies,  though  in  a  modified  degree,  for  commercial  fuel  generally.  There 
appears  to  be  a  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  supply  and  demand  for  soft 
coal  during  January,  some  think  there  will  be  an  abundance  on  account  of  a 
falling  off  in  orders,  while  others  believe  there  will  be  a  continuance  of  the 
present  market  conditions,  and  that  the  trade  will  be  in  a  position  to  absorb  all 
the  bituminous  offered. 

Coke  IS  in  moderate  to  fair  demand  only,  and  orders  for  quick  delivery  are 
less  urgent  locally,  but  shipments  to  the  West  continue  good.  The  outlook 
for  the  New  Year  is  considered  excellent  by  those  competent  to  express  an 
opinion.  Prices  generally  are  fairly  steady  on  all  standard  grades. 


CO'NELLSVILLE,  PA. 

December,  29,  1898. 

The  Courier  says:  “The  Connellsville  coke  production  last  week  showed 
a  very  slight  increase  as  compared  with  the  week  previous,  because  of  a  better 
working  time  at  the  plants  throughout  the  region.  The  car  supply  was  not  at 
all  adequate  and  at  a  number  of  plants  much  inconvenience  was  experienced. 
There  is  not’  much  stock  coke  in  the  region,  although  it  is  often  necessary  to 
hold  the  production  for  a  couple  of  days  because  of  a  lack  of  cars  in  which  to 
load  the  day’s  output.  The  shortage  of  cars  continues  this  week.  Stewart 
plant  had  no  cars  Tuesday  morning  and  many  other  places  were  in  a  similar 
predicament.  Especially  in  winter  the  coke  operators  are  averse  to  stocking 
coke  on  the  yards;  not  that  its  composition  is  changed  in  the  least,  for  coke  is 
almost  as  indestructible  as  glass,  but  the  percentage  of  moisture  is  increased, 

which  makes  the  charges  in  the  furnace  variable  at  times. 

“The  indications  are  that  the  year  i8q8  will  end  with  a  total  annual  pro- 
duction  of  something  more  than  8,000,000  tons  of  coke  sent  out  from  the  Con¬ 
nellsville  region.” 


Thk  Black  Biamond. 


WHEELLXJ,  W.  VA. 

Decemker  28,  1898. 

The  past  year  among  the  mines  of  West  Virginia  has  been  one  of  remarka¬ 
ble  activity.  I  here  has  been  absolutely  nothing  to  mar  it.  Not  a  single 
labor  dispute  has  arisen,  and  there  has  been  no  unpleasant  feature  in  the 
dealings  among  the  operators. 

In  the  Wheeling  district,  except  for  a  few  weeks  during  the  early  part  of 
the  war,  the  factories  and  steam  users  have  all  been  fully  employed  and  the 
blast  furnaces  have  run  full  every  day,  making  a  good  demand  for  both  coal 
and  coke.  This  condition  continues  except  for  a  slight  dullness  this  week  on 
account  of  the  holiday  season. 

The  f  airmont  region  has  sent  hundreds  of  carloads  of  coal  to  the  west  by 
way  of  Wheeling  every  month,  and  during  the  summer  and  early  fall  these 
shipments  were  so  heavy  as  to  practically  blockade  the  local  yards.  This  trade 
is  lighter  now  but  is  still  a  feature  worthy  of  note. 

A  vis  t  to  Fairmont  this  week  secures  the  information  that  1898  will  go 
down  in  history  as  the  banner  year  since  the  mines  there  were  first  opened. 
Many  new  markets  have  been  opened  up  to  the  Fairmont  product,  and  the  only 
drawback  has  been  the  iiiability  of  the  railroads  to  supply  cars  as  fast  as  they 
were  needed  at  critical  times.  It  is  believed  that  the  reorganization  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  will  result  in  a  vast  improvement  in  this  line.  Al¬ 
ready  the  Monongahela  River  Railroad,  which  is  practically  a  part  of  the  Bal¬ 
timore  &  Ohio  Railroad,  has  begun  helping  the  situation.  This  company 
handles  nearly  all  the  Fairmont  coal  before  it  is  given  to  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio,  so  that  the  importance  of  it  having  a  good  supply  of  cars  is  apparent. 
The  Monongahela  has  just  received  1,000  new  cars,  all  to  be  used  in  the  Fair¬ 
mont  coal  trade  exclusively.  Besides  these,  1,000  more  cars  have  been  ordered 
for  delivery  before  April  i.  The  mines  at  Monongah  are  being  improved 
also.  A  steam  car  loader,  an  electric  locomotive,  new  generators,  etc.,  are 
being  put  in,  and  other  methods  are  to  be  adopted  looking  to  larger  output 
and  greater  facility  in  handling.  The  Monongah  mines  are  now  employing 
1,100  men,  and  expect  to  tieed  more  soon.  The  company  is  opening  a  new 
mine  to  be  known  as  No.  5.  It  is  to  run  1,200  tons  a  day.  The  Highland  mine 
has  been  in  operation  only  a  few  months  and  is  now  employing  fifty  men.  The 
company  has  leased  3>ooo  acres  of  coal  from  Senator  Camden,  and  own  forty 
acres  of  surface,  so  that  there  will  be  ample  room  for  operations.  The  Pritch¬ 
ard  mine  has  been  worked  out  and  abandoned,  but  the  Anderson  mine  is  be¬ 
ing  opened  up  with  380  acres  of  coal  leased.  The  Worthington  Coal  Co.  has 
begun  operations  on  the  Hutchinson  No.  2,  with  forty  men  and  arrangements 
for  increasing  this  force. 

On  the  West  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg  Railroad  the  year  has  been  one 
of  unusual  activity  except  during  a  small  part  of  the  war  period,  when  ship¬ 
ments  to  the  southern  countries  were  cut  off.  The  demand  for  coal  and  coke 
from  this  region  at  all  points,  and  especially  in  regions  without  the  boundaries 
of  the  United  States,  has  been  most  gratifying  and  has  made  necessary  con¬ 
stant  increases  in  output  and  extensions  of  capacity,  to  say  nothing  of  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  coal  of  similar  quality  from  mines  in  the  same  general  region.  The 
extension  of  American  coal  trade  in  Central  and  South  America,  in  Mexico 
and  the  West  Indies,  to  say  nothing  of  a  trade  now  growing  up  in  southern 
Europe,  is  very  largely  due  to  the  enterprise,  energy  and  business  capacity  of 
the  producers  of  this  region,  followed,  and  in  many  cases  closely  rivaled,  by 
the  producers  on  the  Norfolk  &  Western.  Recently  the  Norfolk  &  Western 
region  began  to  be  represented  in  parts  of  South  America,  far  below  the  equa¬ 
tor,  territory  that  had  previously  been  given  over  exclusively  to  the  English 
and  Welsh  producers.  The  success  of  their  efforts  is  the  best  ground  for 
believing  they  will  be  pushed  further. 

The  past  year  on  the  Norfolk  &  Western  has  been  probably  the  best  in 
that  region  s  history.  While  the  war  for  a  time  hindered  operations  on  some 
lines,  that  region  furnished  much  coal  for  war  vessels  and  made  up  its  losses 
that  way.  Besides,  the  year  has  been  marked  by  extraordinary  home  demand, 
especially  from  the  West.  There  has  been  no  sign  of  a  labor  dispute  during 
the  year  and  aside  from  inability  to  secure  as  many  men  as  were  needed  at 
times,  there  has  been  nothing  to  mar  the  tranquillity  of  trade. 

•  Kanawha  and  New  River  valleys  business  has  hardly  kept  pace 

wUh  the  other  regions,  although  it  has  been  better  than  for  several  years. 
There  is  not  an  idle  mine  nor  an  idle  miner  in  the  region  today  and  only  last 
week  two  carloads  of  men  were  brought  in  from  Virginia  to  make  up  the 
shortage.  _ 

The  outlook  everywhere  in  West  Virginia  is  fine,  and  while  operators  and 
miners  regret  that  their  fellows  in  other  regions  feel  called  upon  to  form  com¬ 
binations  and  devise  schenies  to  cut  them  out  of  markets,  still  they  have  no 
alarm  for  the  future  and  will  be  found  in  1899  pursuing  the  even  tenor  of  their 
way. 

DULUTH  AND  SUPERIOR. 

December  28,  1898. 

The  dernand  for  anthracite  was  light  during  the  early  part  of  the  week, 
due  to  the  mild  weather  which  settled  over  the  Northwest,  and  many  interior 
dealers  find  their  bins  filled  with  coal  which  should  have  been  converted  into 
cash  to  meet  maturing  purchases  Zero  weather  during  the  past  few  days  has, 
however,  caused  customers  to  call  for  more  coal.  Prices  remain  unchanged 
and  quotations  are  $4.25  for  egg  and  stove,  with  25  cents  more  for  nut.  Rumor 
has  It  that  there  will  be  another  advance  of  25  cents  a  ton  on  the  first  of  next 
month. 

Soft  coal  not  being  so  dependent  on  weather  condition  as  hard  coal  continues 
to  move  freely  and  the  general  improvement  in  business  is  shown  by  the  in¬ 
creased  consumption  of  this  class  of  fuel  by  steam  plants  and  little  difficulty  is 
being  experienced  in  securing  the  last  advance  in  prices  for  new  business. 
Many  contracts  made  during  the  summer  expire  with  the  close  of  i8q8  and  as 
dealers  vvill  not  be  obliged  to  pay  an  advance,  higher  retail  prices  will  naturally 
follow.  Smokeless  coals  seein  to  grow  in  favor,  especially  Pocahontas,  which 
has  already  a  fine  reputation  in  the  Northwestern  trade. 

•  Pennsylvania  &  Ohio  dock  at  Duluth  has  been  extin¬ 
guished.  The  one  on  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Coke  Company’s  dock  at  Superior 
has  been  turned  over  to  the  insurance  company,  as  water  thrown  on  it  seems 
to  have  mtle  effect.  The  coal  is  being  transferred  by  wheelbarrows  to  another 
part  ot  the  dock,  which  is  necessarily  slow  work.  Considerable  time  will  be 
consumed  before  the  fire  will  be  extinguished,  although  it  is  now  under  con- 
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PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

December  27,  1898. 

The  close  of  the  year  1898  finds  the  anthracite  coal  trade  in  a  much  better 
condition  than  prevailed  throughout  the  first  ten  months.  The  improvements 
however,  are  due  more  largely  to  the  early  wintry  weather  than  to  the  good 
rnanagement  of  the  coal  trade.  While  the  companies  from  the  very  first  of 
the  year  made  an  honest  effort  to  curtail  the  production  the  effect  on  the 
market  was  but  slight,  as  buyers  generally  had  not  forgotten  past  experiences 
and  were  backward  in  making  purchases  beyond  absolute  necessities  which 
were  small.  It  is  doubtful  if  much  benefit  w<is  gained  by  this  policy  as  the 
large  tonnages  mined  in  the  past  few  months  through  the  desire  of  rounding 
J^P  before  the  ending  of  fiscal  year  with  some  of  the  companies 

had  a  demoralizing  effect  upon  prices  which  will  undoubtedly  be  carried 
into  next  year  and  prevent  the  restoration  of  that  confidence  which  was  an¬ 
ticipated  would  be  brought  about  by  the  restriction  of  shipments  during  the 
summer  months.  Prices  during  the  year  have  been  steady  in  those  months 
where  the  natural  laws  of  supply  and  demard  were  recognized,  but  prices  im- 
naediately  weakened  when  the  output  was  increased  beyond  the  requirements 
of  the  trade.  The  decrease  in  prices  on  Wyoming  coals  f.  o.  b.  New  York 
amounted  to  36  cents  in  stove  and  40  cents  on  egg  between  the  months  of 
March  and  November. 

The  tonnages  for  the  year,  estimating  December  at  4,000,000  tons,  will 
amount  to  41,632,400.  This  compares  with  1897,  41,637,864  tons,  showing  a 
decrease  of  only  5,464  tons  with  stocks  left  at  all  points  and  accumulations  of 
coal  in  first  hands  below  normal.  This  should  insure  a  good  market  for  next 
year,  and  it  only  depends  upon  those  in  control  to  make  it  so.  We  under¬ 
stand  there  is  some  talk  of  making  the  tonnage  for  1899  4,cxx),ooo  tons  and  per¬ 
mit  each  concern  to  regulate  their  output  on  this  basis  throughout  the  year 
According  to  current  opinion  it  is  not  likely  that  prices  will  be  advanced  Jan¬ 
uary  I.  Trade  during  the  week  has  been  of  a  hand  to  mouth  character, 
though  the  demand  is  good  and  a  distinct  improvement  is  noticeable  from  ali 
territories.  Orders  are  usually  accompanied  with  an  urgent  request  for 
prompt  shipments,  indicating  a  dearth  of  stocks  on  hand. 

The  bituminous  coal  trade  during  the  year  has  been  one  of  many  tribula¬ 
tions.  The  war  with  Spam  and  the  heavy  storms  depleted  vessel  tonnage  to 
such  an  extent  that  almost  throughout  the  entire  year  there  was  difficulty  in 
getting  coal  forward  fast  enough.  It  is  surmised  the  tonnage  will  show  an 
increase  over  the  past  year,  due  to  the  general  expansion  of  the  manufactur¬ 
ing  trade,  rather  than  the  increased  consumption  by  the  government,  which 
amounted  to  about  300,000  tons,  which,  however,  was  offset  by  the 
many  vessels  which  were  bought  by  the  government  and  tak¬ 
ing  just  this  amount  of  consumption  out  of  the  trade.  The  present 
situation  IS  still  unsatisfactory  on  account  of  the  limitations  in  both  land  and 
sea  transportation.  The  dearth  of  cars  is  more  apparent  than  ever,  and  a 
seeming  shortage  of  locomotive  power  is  causing  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to 
the  shipper.  The  demand  continues  good  and  is  sufficient  to  keep  all  the 
mines  going  full  time.  Vessels  are  still  scarce  but  the  excessive  ocean 
freights  of  ten  days  ago,  are  somewhat  reduced.  Rates  are  not  easily  but  we 
quote  from  Philadelphia  to  Boston  and  Salem  1.35,  Sound  ports,  i.io,  Portland 
and  Portsmouth  1.40,  Wareham  i. 25-1. 35,  Lynn  and  Newburyport,  1.50. 

BALTIMORE,  MD. 

December  28,  1898. 

There  has  been  practically  no  change  at  this  point  since  last  writing.  The 
strike  at  Cumberland  continues  but  an  early  settlement  is  looked  for.'  The 
Merchant’s  Coal  Company  secured  several  miners  from  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  to 
go  to  work  on  the  22d,  but  these  men  refased  to  go  to  work  after  a  confer¬ 
ence  with  the  strikers.  Installation  of  machines  is  the  bone  of  contention  and 
the  miners  did  not  think  20  cents  a  ton  enough  for  following  a  machine 
Forty  cents  was  the  price  paid  for  digging  coal. 

Vessel  freights  are  very  unsteady  at  present  but  the  following  figures  are 
very  near  correct:  From  Baltimore  to  Bath  $1.50,  Portland,  1.50,  Portsmouth 
1.40-1.50,  Gloucester,  i. 40-1. 50,  Newburyport.  1.40-1.50,  Beverly,  1.40-1.50’ 
Salem,  1.35-1.45,  Lynn,  1.35-1.45,  Boston,  1.35-1.45,  New  Bedford,  1.20,  Fall 
River,  1.20,  Somerset,  1.20,  Providence,  1.20,  Allyns  Point,  1.20,  New  Haven 
I.IO,  Bridgeport,  i.io.  ’ 


ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

December  28,  1898. 

Very  mild  weather  and  the  holidays  are  responsible  for  a  very  dull  condi¬ 
tion  of  affairs  at  this  point  at  present  writing. 

Anthracite  is  in  poor  demand  as  most  of  the  householders  have  all  the  coal 
of  this  variety  they  need  for  the  present.  Bituminous  is  fairly  active  and  bet¬ 
ter  condition  of  affairs  may  be  looked  for  during  ’99  for  this  grade  of  coal  than 
was  the  case  during  the  year  now  drawing  to  a  close.  The  low  price  of  coke 
has  caused  a  better  demand  for  that  article  than  has  been  the  case  for  some 
months  past.  Furnace  is  quoted  at  $4.90  at  St.  Louis,  foundry  $5.20  and 
crushed,  $5.20. 

Devoy  &  Feuerborn’s  “Hot  Stuff’’  wagon  has  been  seen  on  the  streets  for 
some  time  and  as  it  attracts  attention  it  must  prove  a  good  advertising  me¬ 
dium. 


ST.  PAUL  AND  MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 

December  28,  1898. 

There  has  been  no  business  done  at  the  Twin  Cities  during  the  past  week 
as  Christmas  seems  to  have  given  the  trade  that  “tired”  feeling.  It  will  prob¬ 
ably  take  them  till  about  the  first  of  the  year  to  recover. 

Several  of  the  large  dealers  have  received  letters  from  Dakota  correspon¬ 
dents,  who  state  that  the  new  coal  from  the  Hay  Creek  district  is  of  better 
quality  than  the  Glen  Rock  coal,  although  it  will  hardly  compare  with  the 
Rock  Springs  article. 

Price  of  anthracite,  grate  size,  is  $5.75  on  cars;  egg,  stove  and  nut,  S6.00. 
The  retail  price  is  50c  in  advance  of  these  figures;  Youghiogheny  and  Hock¬ 
ing,  $3.25  on  cars  and  West  Virginia  smokeless  brings  $3.50  and  $3.75;  Smith¬ 
ing  sells  at  1^4.25  and  Cannel  $6.00  on  cars. 
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%  ON  THE  WING. 


The  Black  Diamond  wishes  a  happy  and  prosperous  New  Year  to  all  its 
patrons,  friends  and  readers. 


* 

*  * 


It  is  estimated  that  upward  of  5,000  tons  of  coal  have  gone  up  in  smoke  on 
the  docks  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  during  the  late  epidemic  of  fires. 


* 

*  * 


Manager  A.  W.  Horton  of  the  Youghiogheny  and  Lehigh  Coal  Co.,  at  St. 
Paul  and  Duluth,  Minn.,  spent  the  holidays  with  friends  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


*  * 


Mr.  W.  C.  Blodgett,  sales  agent  of  the  Ontario  &  Western,  Buffalo, 

N.  Y.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  on  business  connected  with  his  company. 

•»: 

A  new  Chicago  corporation  is  the  Eureka  Coal  company,  at  Chicago 
capital  stock,  $10,000;  mining;  incorporators,  Herbert  H.  Reed,  Edward  B. 
Haly,  Charles  Krueger. 

Mr.  Charles  C.  Beury,  a  successful  and  wealthy  coal  operator,  and  Miss 
Bessie  Kate,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Governor  Atkinson  of  West  Virginia,  were 
married  at  Charleston  last  week. 

The  Tom’s  Creek  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  Norfolk,  Va.,  is  the  successful  bidder 
for  120,000  tons  of  steam  coal  for  the  use  of  the  Central  Railway  of  Brazil. 
The  bid  was  $6.56  per  ton,  delivered. 

*** 

The  Indiana  Coal  Operators’  Asso’n  at  its  meeting  Dec.  29,  at  Terre  Haute, 
passed  resolutions  making  The  Black  Diamond  its  official  organ  and  the 
editor  an  honorary  member  of  the  organization. 

* 

Mr.  O.  A.  Tandy,Monad  nock  Block,  Chicago,  resident  manager  of  the  Island 
Coal  Co.,  Indianapolis,  informs  us  that  prices  on  lump,  steam  lump  and  egg, 
will  advance  five  cents  per  ton  January  i,  1899. 

*  * 

Mr.  Frank  H.  Skeele,  of  the  Morgan,  Moore  &  Baine  Co.,  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  was  a  Chiistmas  guest  of  his  brother,  Mr.  J.  W.  Skeele,  general  west¬ 
ern  sales  agent  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Chicago. 

* 

*  * 

It  is  reported  that  a  cargo  of  coal  shipped  from  Philadelphia  early  in 
August  for  Admiral  Dewey’s  fleet,  arrived  at  Manila  on  Tuesday  last,  with 
her  cargo  on  fire.  The  shipment  was  made  in  a  sailing  vessel. 

*** 

The  Johnson  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Park  building,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  have  issued 
a  calendar  for  1899,  which  is  embellished  with  a  very  fine  steel  engraving  rep¬ 
resenting  a  hunting  scene  in  the  late  fall — a  neat  piece  of  work. 

Mr.  S.  M.  Hall,  who  has  been  traveling  sales  agent  of  the  Thacker  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  has  resigned  his  position  and  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  general  manager  of  the  Bucyrus  Fertilizer  Co.,  Bucyrus,  Ohio. 

* 

♦  * 

Mr.  John  H.  Rhodes,  Northwestern  sales  agent  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal 
Co.,  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  and  carries  back  with  him 
the  advance  in  prices  of  anthracite  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the 
East. 

*  * 

CoxeBros.  &  Co.,  incorporated,  Chicago,  Buffalo  and  Milwaukee,  Mr.  Geo. 
Merryweather,  general  sales' agent,  are  sending  out  a  very  neat  nickel-plated 
letter-opener  with  ivory  handle,  which  will  be  duly  appreciated  by  their  friends 
and  patrons. 

Mr.  O.  A.  Tandy,  Monadnock  Blo.k,  Chicago,  sales  agent  of  the  Island 
Coal  Company,  Indianapolis,  says:  “  Princeton  prepared  lump  and  egg  coa] 
is  selling  like  hot  cakes,  and  that  the  prices  advances  five  cents  per  ton  in 
effect  January  i,  1899.” 

It  is  stated  that  National  President  M.  D.  Ratchford  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers’  Union,  who  is  a  member  of  the  National  Industrial  Commission,  will 
have  charge  of  the  miners’  interests  at  the  coming  Inter-State  Convention  to 
be  held  at  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

The  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Coal-  and  Iron  Co.,  miners  and  shippers 
of  Schuylkill  anthracite  coal,  Fisher  building,  Chicago,  is  issuing  a  calender 
for  1899  which  is  adorned  with  a  fine  lithograph  in  colors.  Mr.  Claggett  has 
shown  good  taste  in  his  selection. 

^  * 

The  proposed  line  of  the  Central  Michigan  railway,  which  is  planned  to  run 
into  Milwaukee  from  Grand  Haven  by  car  ferry,  will  cross  everyone  of  the 
coal  roads  that  carried  over  a  billion  tons  of  coal  from  the  coal  fields  of  Ohio, 
West  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania. 


The  Sonman  Coal  Mining  Co.,  which  was  incorporated  in  December, 
1891,  and  conducted  all  its  mining  operations  exclusively  in  Cambria  county. 
Pa.,  with  the  principal  office  in  Philadelphia,  has  filed  a  petition  in  the  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  court  of  that  city  for  dissolution. 

5k 

5k  sk 

We  regret  to  report  that  the  Waller  Coal  Co.,  was  seriously  inconven¬ 
ienced  by  a  fire  which  occurred  at  the  stables  at  Twenty-second  street  and 
Michigan  avenue,  on  Monday,  Dec.  27.  The  horses  were  all  saved  and  the 

loss  sustained  by  the  fire  is  fully  covered  by  insurance. 

* 

5k  * 

It  IS  stated  by  the  New  York  press  that  the  Federal  Steel  Company  is 
seeking  to  acquire  the  Tennessee  Coal  &  Iron  properties  in  Alabama  and  Ten¬ 
nessee,  and  its  representatives  are  now  in  the  South  making  a  special  investi¬ 
gation  into  the  physical  condition  of  the  various  plants. 

5k 

:k  5k 

A  very  handsome  and  beautifully  tinted  calendar  of  six  cardboards,  is  that 
issued  with  the  compliments  of  Beckley  &  Myers,  Springfield,  Ohio,  whole¬ 
sale  coal,  coke,  etc.  Each  board  contains  two  months  and  above  them  is  an 
elegantly  appareled  female  figure  colored.  Send  for  one. 

*** 

The  following  foreign  corporations  have  been  licensed  to  do  business  in 
the  state  of  Illinois:  Chicago  Lumber  and  Coal  company,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa; 
capital  stock,  $750,000;  in  Illinois,  $5,000.  C  and  O  Fuel  company,  of  Char¬ 
leston,  W.  Va.;  capital  stock,  $500,000;  in  Illinois,  $7,000. 

5k 

5k  3k 

Mr.  C.  E.  Foster,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  one  of  that  city’s  progressive  and 
up-to-date  coal  merchants,  was  a  visitor  to  Chicago  on  important  business  this 
week.  Mr.  Foster  stated  that  the  coal  trade  in  his  section  of  Iowa  was  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition  with  good  prospects  for  its  continuance,  weather  permitting. 

:k 

)k  5k 

With  the  compliments  of  the  Johnson  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Park  building.  Pit  s- 
burg.  Pa.,  comes  a  neat  envelope  opener  and  paper  cutter,  the  blade  of  which  is 
finely  nickel-plated  and  with  ivory  handle.  This  company  produces  gas, 
steam,  domestic  and  railroad  fuel  coal  from  the  Arnold  Ridge  mines,  Fayette 
City,  Pa. 

:k  5k 

The  New  Kentucky  Coal  Company  is  now  comfortably  domiciled  in  its 
spacious  and  handsome  quarters.  Suite  707-9,  the  Fisher  building,  corner  Van- 
Buren  and  Dearborn  streets.  The  company  was  formerly  on  the  fourteenth 
floor  of  the  Marquette  building,  but  increasing  business  and  other  influences 

combined  to  make  a  change  desirable. 

* 

5k  5k 

There  has  been  some  inquiry  as  to  the  time  the  coal  for  the  sugar  contract 
would  come  into  the  New  York  market.  From  all  we  can  learn  it  appears  that 
some  of  this  business  is  already  tied  up,  and  it  is  thought  the  old  contracts  will 
hold  over,  as  the  usual  reply  at  the  offices  of  the  company  is  to  the  effect  that 

they  will  not  ask  for  any  bids  this  year. 

> : 

5k  ;k 

The  latest  advices  from  Italy  concerning  American  coal  and  coke  are  en¬ 
couraging:  favorable  freight  rates,  it  is  said,  are  all  that  is  needed  to  develop 
an  extensive  trade.  The  sample  lots  of  both  kinds  of  fuel  sent  from  here  have 
met  with  approval  and  the  orders  that  may  follow,  parties  who  are  figuring 
say,  may  awaken  quite  an  interest  in  the  trade. 

5k 

:k  :k 

Mr.  John  Pynchon  has  accepted  the  position  of  manager  of  the  shipping 
department  in  charge  of  the  wholesale  coal  business  of  the  F.  G.  Hartwell  Co., 
Fisher  building.  Dearborn  and  Van  Buren  streets,  Chicago.  Mr.  Pynchon  has 
been  connected  with  the  coal  trade  of  Chicago  and  the  West  for  the  past  fif¬ 
teen  years,  in  which  he  is  well  and  favorably  known. 

With  the  New  Year  there  has  been  some  talk  of  regulating  the  anthracite 
trade  for  1899,  and  the  suggestion  that  apparently  meets  with  some  favor  is 
that  the  total  tonnage  for  the  year  be  estimated  at  40,000,000  tons,  and  to 
allow  the  various  interests  to  regulate  their  output  so  far  as  possible  from 
month  to  month  to  suit  their  own  ability  or  convenience.  The  present  quota 
of  allotments  to  be  maintained. 

5k 

5k  ^ 

Mr.  Bannon  Coleman  died  at  his  residence,  Dupont  Square,  Louisville, 
Ky.,  December  22,  1898,  of  pneumonia,  aged  43  years.  Mr.  Coleman  was 
president  of  the  Central  Coal  and  Iron  Co.,  and  was  interested  in  other  large 
business  in  that  city.  Mr.  B.  Coleman  was  born  in  Louisville  in  1855.  He 
was  an  excellent  and  aggressive  business  man  and  a  good  citizen.  A  widow 
and  three  children  survive  him. 

The  committee,  Messrs  J.  B.  Cavanaugh  and  H.  N.  Taylor,  355  Dearborn 
street,  Chicago,  appointed  by  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association  to  ar¬ 
range  for  transportation  for  the  Pittsburg  convention  in  January,  report  that 
the  railroads  have  made  a  satisfactory  rate  for  those  who  desire  to  attend  the 
Inter-State  Convention  of  operators  and  miners.  Those  wishing  to  attend 
will  please  to  notify  the  committee  by  what  train  and  railroad  they  wish  to 
travel  so  that  it  may  have  the  tickets  issued. 
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Mr.  J.  D.  Clare,  one  of  the  best  known  residents  of  Portsmouth,  and 
prominent  in  the  coal  and  iron  industries  of  southern  Ohio,  died  December  22, 
1898,  at  the  home  of  his  son-in  law,  Frank  H.  Miller,  1020  Franklin  avenue, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  after  a  brief  illness,  aged  76  years.  Mr.  Clare  was  one  of  the 
leading  manufacturers  in  southeastern  Ohio,  and  was  interested  in  coal  mines 
near  Jackson.  The  interment  was  at  Portsmouth. 


* 

*  * 

The  Columbus,  Ohio,  Dispatch,  has  a  special  from  Daleton,  O.,  which  says: 
“There  are  no  new  developments  in  the  suspension  of  operations  at  the  mines 
of  the  Luhrig  Coal  Co.  Everything  is  quiet.  No  one  has  as  yet  put  in  an  ap¬ 
pearance  in  answer  to  the  advertisements  of  the  company  for  500  non-union 
men  and  the  miners  hope  that  no  one  will  attempt  to  come.  Another  fact  of 

interest  is  that  the  total  number  of  employes  is  only  285  men. 

* 

*  * 

A  dispatch  from  Massillon,  Ohio,  says:  “Railroad  companies  are  laying 
in  large  supplies  of  coal  to  bridge  over  a  possible  strike,  which  may  result 
from  the  enforcement  by  miners  of  the  Jones  anti-screen  law.  The  operators, 
it  is  said,  will  not  pay  the  present  rate  by  25  per  cent  under  the  gross  weight 
system  and  will  defeat  the  bill  if  they  can.  Wheeling  and  Lake  Erie  Railroad 
Company  alone  now  has  5,000  tons  in  its  yards  at  Massillon,  3,000  tons  at  Nor¬ 
walk  and  2,000  tons  at  Ironville,  and  the  supply  is  being  increased  daily.” 

:*c 

Reports  are  to  hand  from  Honolulu,  thit  over  100, ooo  tons  of  coal  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  United  States  are  in  danger  of  being  destroyed  by  fire  caused  by 
spontaneous  combustion.  It  appears  that  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  gov¬ 
ernment  contracted  to  build  coal  sheds  to  hold  15,000  tons.  Since  then  addi¬ 
tional  sheds  have  been  built,  but  the  coal  has  been  arriving  faster  than  cover 
could  be  provided,  and  much  of  it  had  to  be  piled  in  the  open  air  near  the 
water  front. 

* 

^  * 

The  new  tariffs  on  coal  from  the  Ohio  field,  made  by  the  Hocking  Valley, 
went  into  effect  last  week  and  the  cuts  have  been  met  by  all  competing  roads. 
Under  the  reduced  tariff  of  the  Hocking  Valley  the  rate  from  mines  to  Co¬ 
lumbus  and  intermediate  points  has  been  cut  from  70  to  50  cents  and  to  points 
in  Ohio  beyond  Columbus  from  95  to  80  cents.  To  points  beyond  the  state 
the  rate  has  been  reduced  from  ^i.io  to  80  cents.  The  Michigan  rate  has  been 
cut  from  $1.15  to  95  cents  and  the  rate  to  Chicago  and  Illinois  points  from  $1.50 
to  $1.25. 

*  * 

A  correspondent  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  who  is  prominently  identified  with 
the  coal  trade  there,  in  a  recent  letter  writes:  “King  Koal  has  now  the  upper 
hand  here,  and  in  the  language  of  a  Kentucky  gentleman,  making  the  Sun 
god  look  like  a  colt  that  has  ‘been  hard  driv  and  put  up  wet,’  consequently 
business  is  good,  in  fact  ‘Star  A  Star,’  and  we  are  right  in  the  heart  of  the  city 
with  both  feet  on  the  chalk  line.  A  little  serious  it  is  true,  alas,  on  account  of 
the  limited  supply  but  we  still  have  enough  to  be  burning  the  right  kind  of 
coal  in  our  watch.” 

* 

The  Sunday  Creek  Coal  Co.,  355  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  Mr.  J.  B.  Cava¬ 
naugh,  general  sales  agent,  miners  and  shippers  of  anthracite  and  bituminous 
coal,  have  issued  to  their  friends  and  patrons  a  very  neat  desk  calendar  for 
1899.  The  face  of  the  calendar,  which  is  5^x3?^  inches,  is  enameled,  the  cor¬ 
ners  being  protected  by  nickeled  metal  and  is  provided  with  a  hinge  back  on 
the  inner  side  of  which  is  a  calendar,  for  the  years  1899,  1900  and  1901.  A 
pocket  in  the  back  contains  the  calendar  for  each  month.  It  is  one  of  those 
little  desk  appendages  which  is  sure  to  be  preserved  and  valued  by  the  re¬ 
cipients. 

*  * 

The  St.  Louis,  Iowa  &  Dakota 'Railroad  is  a  new  corporation  which  pro¬ 
poses  to  build  a  direct  line  from  St.  Louis  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  The  proposed 
line  will  run  through  eighty-five  miles  of  the  finest  coal  land  west  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  river.  A  part  of  this  is  in  Southern  Iowa  and  a  part  in  Northern  Mis¬ 
souri.  Coal  will  be  brought  into  Sioux  City  over  this  road  and  sold  at  a  figure 
cheaper  than  ever  has  been  known  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Captain  T.  P. 
Gere,  of  Sioux  City,  is  the  president  of  the  new  railroad,  who,  it  is  reported, 
says  that  construction  work  will  commence  at  an  early  date  from  the  St.  Louis 
end  of  the  proposed  line. 

* 

*  * 

Samuel  Calvin  DeArmit  died  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  December  24th,  1898,  of 
pneumonia,  aged  36  years.  Mr.  DeArmit  had  been  sick  only  a  week  and  the 
news  of  his  death  was  a  great  shock  to  his  friends.  He  was  manager  of  the 
Plum  Creek  mines  of  the  New  York  &  Cleveland  Gas  Coal  Co.,  and  was  one 
of  the  best  known  coal  men  in  the  western  bituminous  regions  of  Pennsylvania 
and  universally  liked  by  the  miners  for  his  fairness  in  dealing  with  them. 
Mr.  S.  C.  DeArmit  was  born  in  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  in  1862,  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  and  has  been  connected  with  mines  and  mining  nearly  all 
his  business  life.  He  is  survived  by  three  brothers,  William  P.,  president  of  the 
New  York  &  Cleveland  Gas  Coal  Company;  Thomas  B.,  manager  at  Turtle 
Creek  for  the  same  concern,  and  Harry  C.,  with  Park  Bros.  &  Co.,  Limited. 
Mr.  DeArmit  died  a  bachelor. 


The  decision  of  the  Navy  Department  to  make  naval  stations,  with  suffi¬ 
cient  stores  of  coal,  at  Guam  and  Samoa  is  a  move  in  the  right  direction.  For 
years  the  United  States  has  not  been  represented  at  Samoa  by  a  warship  be¬ 
cause  no  proper  supply  of  coal  could  be  had  in  case  of  emergency,  and  all 
our  vessels  have  ever  done  has  been  to  touch  there  and  pass  on.  Germany  and 
England,  which  have  coaling  stations  there,  keep  vessels  at  the  islands,  and  as 
a  result  their  interests  have  advanced  far  beyond  our  own.  But  with  the  new 
era  of  things  all  this  will  change  and  America’s  influence  will  be  commensurate 
to  the  care  we  take  to  uphold  it.  Coaling  stations  at  Guam  and  Samoa  is  the 
first  move— a  strong  Pacific  fleet  should  be  the  second. 


* 

*  * 


According  to  Consul  Swaim  at  Montivedeo,  Uruguay,  the  United  States 
has  entered  upon  another  line  in  its  commercial  expansion,  presenting  the 
greatest  possibilities  to  a  good  commodity.  He  says  he  is  gratified  to  report 
the  fact  that  American  coal  has  come  into  the  River  Plata  in  active  com¬ 
petition  with  the  Welsh  coal.  Ever  since  coal  has  been  used  as  a  steam-mak¬ 
ing  fuel  the  English  coal  yards  have  had  a  complete  monopoly  of  that  market 
until  last  July,  when  an  American  company  (the  Pocahontas  Company)  estab¬ 
lished  itself  on  the  River  Plata  and  secured  contracts  to  the  amount  of  $200,000. 
The  consul  says  that  three  large  cargoes  of  American  'coal  have  already  ar¬ 
rived  and  been  eagerly  taken,  and  he  adds  proudly  that  “American  coal  has 
come  to  stay  in  these  markets.” 


* 

*  ♦ 


The  navy  department  is  going  to  be  prepared  for  any  emergency  which 
may  hereafter  arise  in  the  Atlantic  or  the  Pacific  ocean  by  carrying  on  hand 
the  enormous  stock  of  nearly  half  a  million  tons  of  the  best  steaming  coal  for 
warships  that  can  be  procured.  This  supply  of  the  most  important  of  all  sin¬ 
ews  of  modern  war  is  to  be  systematically  distributed  in  American  ports  most 
conveniently  located  for  the  coaling  of  ships  for  any  operations  the  navy  may 
conceivably  be  called  upon  to  undertake,  extending  along  the  Atlantic  and 
gulf  coast  line  from  Frenchman’s  bay.  Me.,  to  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico,  as  well 
as  to  the  commanding  positions  along  the  lines  of  commerce  which  have  al¬ 
ready  been  secured  by  the  United  States  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  stretching  from 
San  Francisco  and  Puget  sound,  to  Manila  and  southward  to  Samoa. 

BUSY  YEAR  FOR  THE  LOK-BELT  MACHINERY  CO. 


During  the  year  1898,  the  Link-Belt  Machinery  Co.  of  Chicago  were  very 
bjsy,  necessitating  running  of  their  plant  night  and  day  seven  months  and  full 
time  during  the  remainder.  Representative  contracts  executed  were  for  the  com¬ 
plete  power  transmission  machinery,  link-belt  elevators  and  conveyors  for  coal 
and  coke  installed  were  Chicago  Virden  Coal  Co.,  Virden,  Ill.,  one  looKW 
dynamo,  engine  switchboard,  and  eight  “Link-Belt”  chain  breast  mining  ma¬ 
chines.  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co.,  Sopris,  Colo.;  large  coal  conveyor,  used  in 
connection  with  their  coal  washer.  Stineman  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  South  Fork, 
Pa.;  engine  looKW  dynamo,  switchboard  and  10  ton  80  h.p.  locomotive.  Clear¬ 
field  Coal  Co.,  Tyler,  Pa.;  one  150KW  dynamo,  2  60  h.p.  loco¬ 
motive,  switchboard,  and  3  low  “Link-Belt”  mining  machines.  Albert 
Schwill  Malting  Co.,  Chicago;  conveyors  for  handling  coal  into 
storage  room  and  from  same  to  boilers.  Chicago  City  Railway  Co., 
Chicago,  coal  elevator.  Summit  Coal  Co.,  Linton,  Ind.,  ’ooiler  engine 
looKW  multipolar  dynamo,  switchboard  and  one  “Link-Belt”  mining  machine’ 
Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Chicago,  electric  coal  scrapers;  Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  St. 
Louis,  one  188KW  dynamo,  switchboard  and  one  10  ton  26  gauge  locomotive; 
Northwestern  Gas  &  Coke  Co.,  Evanston,  Ill.,  coke  elevator;  University  of 
Illinois,  Champaign,  Ill.,  coal  and  ashes  handling  machinery;  Patton  Coal  Co., 
Patton,  Pa.,  one  looKW  dynamo,  engine  and  10  “Link-Belt”  mining  machines'; 
Julius  Knack,  Detroit,  Mich,,  retail  coal  pocket  and  conveyors;  Morrisdale 
Coal  Co.,  Morrisdale  Mines,  Pa.,  engine  looKW  dynamo,  10  ton  80  h.p.  loco¬ 
motive. 

There  were  a  number  of  other  contracts  for  oil  plants,  grain  elevators, 
sand  conveyors  for  foundries,  packing  house  conveyors,  log  hauls,  etc.,  etc. 


Coal  merchants  and  ship  brokers  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  are  complaining  of 
the  scarcity  of  coal.  There  is  not  sufficient  fuel  in  Baltimore,  they  say,  to  fill 
the  orders,  and  many  vessels  now  loading  are  delayed.  This  scarcity,  it  is 
said,  is  caused  by  the  small  number  of  cars  on  incoming  roads. 

The  demand  for  coal  at  Birmingham,  Ala.,  has  become  so  great  and  the 
scarcity  so  pressing  that  last  week  the  Sloss  Iron  &  Steel  Co.  imported  fifty 
miners  from  the  Jellico,  Tenn.,  coal  field,  and  put  them  to  work  at  Brookside, 
Blossburg  and  Cardiff.  Several  Alabama  labor  agents  are  in  Tennessee  en¬ 
deavoring  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  miners. 

F.  P.  Clute,  general  manager  of  the  Glen  Mary  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  whose 
mines  are  near  Chattanooga,  Tenn  ,  is  reported  as  saying:  “All  the  mines  are 
more  or  less  short  of  men  and  we  could  sell  a  great  deal  more  coal  if  we  could 
get  it  out.  The  reason  is  simple  enough,  the  railroads  are  consuming  more 
coal  in  the  South  at  this  time  than  at  any  time  during  any  period  I  can  remem¬ 
ber.  They  are  using  a  great  deal  of  coal,  which  make's  it  scarce  all  over  the 
South.” 

The  Pittsburg  Press  says:  “Coke  production  is  holding  up,  and  opera¬ 
tors  look  forward  to  a  bright  opening  of  1899.  The  diminishing  of  pig  iron 
stocks  indicates  that  prices  for  coke  during  the  coming  year,  or  the  first  half 
at  least,  will  not  be  lower  than  $1.50  a  ton,  delivered  on  cars  at  the  ovens.  A 
number  of  contracts  are  reported  with  valley  furnaces  for  $1.60  a  ton.  The 
latter  figure  is  probably  not  far  from  what  the  average  price  will  be.  Noth¬ 
ing  but  prosperity  in  the  Connellsville  coke  region  can  be  expected  while  the 
trade  in  iron  continues  brisk.” 


The  Black  Diamond. 


ASSOCIATION  NOTES. 
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In  view  of  the  increasing  interest  manifested  in  the  severa. 
State  Coal  Associations  of  which  the  BLACK  DIAMOND  Is  t  he 
Official  Organ,  and  in  which  their  proceedings  and  meetings  are 
printed,  it  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  the  officers  of  those 
organizations  that  members  become  subscribers,  so  that  they 
may  keep  posted  and  up  to  date  on  matters  which  personally 

Interest  them. 


CATALOGUES. 


The  Jeffrey  Mfg.  Company’s  mining  department,  Columbus,  Ohio,  has 
issued  a  circular  catalogue.  No.  15,  entitled  “Electric  Traction  Haulage. 
The  sixteen  page  circular  is  finely  illustrated,  showing  the  various  styles  of 
electric  locomotives  built  by  the  company,  Jeffrey  Standard  and  Gondola, 
with  the  wheels  inside  the  outer  casing  or  frame,  and  the  same  with  the  wheels 
outside  of  it.  There  are  also  a  number  of  views  showing  the  locomotives  at 
work  hauling  wagons  loaded  with  coal  in  and  around  mines.  These  locomo¬ 
tives  are  made  in  ten  sizes  and  three  different  types,  with  horse  power  from 
10  to  50  and  weight  from  4,000  to  30,000  pounds.  The  operation  of  electric 
haulage  systems  about  mines  has  dernonstrated  that  the  use  of  the  electric 
traction  locomotive  is  the  most  economical  and  practical  for  this  class  of  work, 
and  the  rapidity  with  which  it  is  being  adopted  in  mines  of  all  kinds  as  well  as 
for  outside  purposes  is  a  strong  recommendation  for  its  adaptability.  For  a 
period  of  ten  years  the  Jeffrey  locomotives  have  been  used  for  various  pur¬ 
poses  and  have  fully  demonstrated  their  superiority  with  regard  to  mechanical 
and  electrical  construction. 

These  circular  catalogues  will  be  mailed  to  mine  managers,  mine  superin¬ 
tendents  and  other  parties  interested  on  application  to  the  main  offices  at 
Columbus,  or  to  the  branch  offices  at  Denver,  Colo.,  Chicago,  Pittsburg  and 
New  York  City. 


THE  COAL  TRADE  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA 


DURABILITY  OF  DlXOJi’S  GRAPHITE  PAINT. 


Considerable  has  been  written  lately  about  an  old  sign  in  possession  of  the 
Western  Society  of  Engineers  at  Chicago.  The  words  "Harper’s  Ferry,” 
painted  in  black,  stand  out  as  boldly  as  when  they  were  first  formed  by  the  ar¬ 
tist’s  brush,  while  the  wood  around  the  letters,  which  was  painted  with  white 
paint,  has  worn  away  about  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch.  It  is  asserted  by  the 
writers  that  no  paint  manufactured  nowadays  is  equal  in  durability  to  that 
which  was  applied  on  the  old  sign. 

Mr.  Wm.  Hooper,  of  Ticonderoga,  N.  Y.,  does  not  see  anything  specially 
remarkable  in  the  preservation  of  the  old  sign  and  claims  that  there  is  just  as 
good  a  paint  made  nowadays  as  then.  He  adds:  “I  have  seen  signs  that  have 
been  painted  with  black  paint  directly  on  the  clapboard  of  the  building.  The 
lettering  was  good  after  the  paint  on  the  balance  of  the  building  had  disap¬ 
peared,  and  after  this  the  whole  building  was  painted  over,  lettering  and  all, 
and  the  lettering  obliterated;  yet  within  ten  years  afterwards  the  old  black 
lettering  appeared  again  quite  freshly  to  view.  I  suppose  the  paint  for  the 
lettering  was  made  of  linseed  oil  and  lamp  black.  I  believe,  however,  that 
finely  ground  graphite  mixed  with  pure  linseed  oil,  will  last  as  long,  or  longer 
than  any  other  paint  ever  known  of  or  used,  I  had  a  large  iron  casting  which 
laid  in  my  mill  yard  for  over  thirty  years.  It  was  painted  with  only  one  coat 
The  old  casting  was  broken  up  and  sold  for  old  iron  last  month,  and  I  noticed 
that  the  paint  on  the  pieces  of  casting,  even  after  being  broken  up,  looked 

quite  fpsh^  painted  is  perfectly  dry  when  the  finely  ground 

graphite  is  applied,  the  paint  will  proye  the  most  lasting  paint  known,  because 
if  time  eliminates  all  of  the  oil,  the  graphite  seems  to  adhere  to  the  surface 
painted  just  the  same  as  a  piece  of  paper  or  wood  will  appear  after  it  has  been 
rubbed  with  a  lead  pencil  or  a  piece  of  graphite.  No  other  pigment  known  to 
me  will  remain  on  the  surface  painted  after  the  oil  has  been  thoroughly  de¬ 
stroyed.  With  the  experience  I  haye  had  with  graphite  pSint,  1  thoroughly  be- 
lieye  that  if  any  dry  surface  be  coyered  with  graphite  paint  and  left  untouched 
for  a  period  of  30  years,— by  which  time  the  oil  will  haye  disappeared— no 
doubt  a  letter  could  be  written  plainly  on  the  surface  by  using  a  piece  of  large 
wire  or  nail  after  smoothing  the  end  of  the  wire  or  nail  which  is  to  be  used  asa 
pencil.  I  haye  done  all  this  and  shown  it  up  to  others.  Writing  with  the 
piece  of  wire,  polishes  the  graphite  which  adheres  to  the  surface,  showing  that 
it  is  there  still.” 


It  is  reported  that  Mr.  A.  P.  Speed,  of  the  firm  of  Byrne  &  Speed,  coal 
dealers  of  Louisyille,  Ky.,  will  be  the  buyer  of  the  Falcon  mines  at  Hawesyille. 

Work  on  sinking  a  new  shaft  and  the  erection  of  works  on  the  coal  lands 
belonging  to  the  Berwind-White  Co.,  north  of  the  Ocean  Mines  at  Hermime, 
Westmoreland  county.  Pa.,  will  be  commenced  early  m  the  new  year,  f  he 
Hemphill  branch  railroad  runs  to  Herminie  froin  the  Pennsylvania  l^ilroad 
main  line  and  will  be  extended  to  the  new  openings.  F .  I.  Kimball,  of  Greens- 
burg,  will  be  superintendent. 


When  early  m  the  summer  and  again  in  September  last  coal  was  shipped 
from  Philadelphia  and  Norfolk  to  Cape  Colony  the  possibility  of  sending  coal 
to  South  Africa  at  a  profit  was  regarded  with  considerable  incredulity.  The 
shipments,  it  is  true,  were  primarily  due  to  the  Welsh  coal  strike  and  the 
incidental  inflation  of  the  price  of  coal  stocks  at  points  depending  upon  the 
English  supply.  Also  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  charters  were  for  account 
of  English  operators  and  not  for  American  interests  as  was  said  at  the  time. 
The  price  of  coal  at  the  Cape  at  this  time  ranged  from  50/-S.  to  60/-S.  per  ton 
of  2,000  pounds  and  there  is  no  question  that  the  transactions  were  otherwise 
than  profitable.  . 

But  why  should  not  American  coal  find  a  market  in  South  Africa  under 
normal  as  well  as  abnormal  conditions?  According  to  the  most  recent  quota¬ 
tions  the  price  of  the  best  Cardiff  steam  coal  f.  c.  b.  at  that  port  is  13/6  or 
$3.29,  and  the  freight  rate  from  Cardiff  to  Capetown  is  19/6  or  $4.74.  Thus  the 
present  cost  of  Cardiff  coal  at  Capetown  is  S8.03. 

The  best  Pennsylvania  steam  coal  has  been  and  can  again  be  put  on  board 
ship  at  Philadelphia  at  $1.53,  and  under  normal  conditions  vessels  can  be 
chartered  forCapetown  at  i8/-5.  or  $4.53,  which  would  make  the  price  of  Ameri¬ 
can  coal  at  Capetown  $6.06.  There  seems  to  be  a  sufficient  margin  here  to 
allow  American  coal  to  be  put  into  Cape  Colony  at  a  profit. 

The  amount  of  coal  imported  into  the  Cape  in  the  year  1897  was  272,170 
tons.  About  6,000  tons  of  this  was  gas  coal,  the  remainder  was  used  for  rail¬ 
road,  ordinary  steam  raising  and  blacksmith’s  uses.  Coal  is  not  used  for 
cooking  purposes  in  the  colony.  The  duty  on  coal  is  il-s.  a  top.  There  are 
correspondents  of  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Musuem  at  Capetown  and 
Port  Elizabeth,  not  at  present  interested  in  coal,  who  would  be  willing  to  un¬ 
dertake  the  introduction  of  the  American  article. 

Coal  is  being  discovered  and  the  deposits  developed  in  various  parts  of 
South  Africa. 

The  production  in  Cape  Colony  during  1897  was  66,254  tons,  which  sold  at 
an  average  price  of  $3.67  at  the  mines.  This  coal  is  so  inferior  in  results  com¬ 
pared  with  Ocean  Merthyr  that  the  railroad  companies  use  the  latter  ex¬ 
clusively  at  a  cost  of  $8.00  to  88.86  per  ton. 

The  coal  output  of  Natal  during  1897  amounted  to  243,960  tons,  an  increase 
of  27,854  tons  over  the  preceding  year.  According  to  the  report  of  the  Natal 
Government  Engineer  the  area  of  the  coal  field  of  this  colony  available  for 
working  is  1,350  square  miles.  The  workable  seams  vary  from  4  to  10  feet  in 
thickness  and  this  official  estimates  that  the  territory  contains  2,073,000,000 
tons.  The  Natal  Government  railways  have  opened  up  the  field  and  several 
mines  are  in  operation  upon  a  large  scale;  some  of  them  are  equipped  with 
American  machinery.  Over  600  tons  of  Natal  coal  was  imported  into  Cape 
Colony  last  year.  In  the  month  of  August  last  there  were  1 1  coal  companies 
operating  in  Natal.  They  employed  123  Europeans;  2.032  Natives;  975  In¬ 
dians,  and  the  output  was  39,334.— Philadelphia  Museum. 


The  coal  tipple  at  the  mines  of  the  Upland  Coal  and  Coke  Company  at 
Elkhorn,  W.  Va.,  was  destroyed  by  fire  last  week,  entailing  a  loss  of  $12,000 
or  morp.  The  tipple  was  equipped  with  expensive  modern  machinery  and  is 
almost  completely  ruined.  The  Upland  Company  is  owned  by  the  Crozer 
interests. 


A  notable  advance  of  its  kind  is  the  plan  determined  on  by  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  Reading  Coal  and  Iron  Company,  in  substituting  the  air-compressor 
locomotive  for  the  ordinary  method  of  hauling  its  cars  undergrourm  at  bhen- 
andoah  City  colliery.  It  was  about  a  year  ago  that  the  company  first  bi^an 
to  make  preparation  for  such  a  change,  the  Alaska  colliery,  ne^  Mount  Car¬ 
mel,  being  selected  as  the  place  for  making  the  experirnent.  The  necessary 
changes  were  made,  the  machinery  introduced,  and  the  air-compressor  engine 
has  been  working  there  for  months  with  great  success.  The  new  method  o 
hauling  is  used  in  every  part  of  this  mine,  the  distance  being  one  mile  and  the 
new  engine  drawing  twenty-five  cars  each  trip,  the  consequence  being  that 
seventeen  mules  have  been  thrown  out  of  employment. 

There  is  in  Langenburg,  Pomerania,  an  artificial  coal  manufactory  that 
turns  out  eighty  briquettes  a  minute,  or  thirty-five  tons  a  day,  the  average  out¬ 
put  mounting  up  to  12,775  English  tons  yearly.  The  demand  is,  indeed,  tar 
greater  than  the  supply.  This  is  said  to  be  due  to  the  remarkable  cheapness 
of  the  article,  the  customary  price  being  only  13  cents  for  130  briquettes,  or, 

say,  at  the  rate  of  something  like  two  briquettes  for  one-fifth  of  a  cent  retail. 

That  these  burn  slowly  and  give  a  fairly  good  heat  is  shown  by  the  tact  that 
in  a  closed  oven  one  briquette  will  remain  in  a  glowing  state  for  twenty-tour 
hours,  while  in  an  open  grate,  though  burning  more  quickl\9  it  renmms  alight 
for  a  longer  time  than  any  coal,  and  giving  a  good  red  heat,  f  he  cost  ot 
working  is  comparatively  light,  only  a  few  hands  being  required  to  attend  to 
the  machinery. 

The  Pennsylvania  railroad  reports  the  quantity  of  coal  and  ^ke  originat¬ 
ing  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  December  17, 
1898,  and  the  year  1898  to  that  date,  in'  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  as 
follows; 

1898. 

Week  ending 
Dec.  17. 

Anthracite,  tons . 68,761 

Bituminous,  tons . 267,405 

Coke,  tons . 123,5 14 


1898. 
Year  to 
Dec.  17. 
3,711,128 
13.535.229 

5.755.911 


1897. 
Year  to 
Dec.  18. 
3,680,825 
12,262,300 
4,802,499 


Total . 459.680  23,002,268  20,745.624 

For  exclusively  industrial  purposes  the  mountain  or  rack  railway  in  Suma¬ 
tra  is  declared  to  be  the  first  of  its  kind  of  any  considerable  length.  1  his  line, 
built  for  conveying  coal  from  rich  mines  near  the  river  Ombilien  to  the  new 
port  of  Pedang,  crosses  the  Parisian  Mountain  range  and  rmw  forms  part  ot 
the  Sumatra  State  railways.  The  rack  is  of  the  well-known  Rigpnbach  type, 
made  of  two  soft  steel  channels,  joined  by  riveted  pins,  the  rack  itself  being 
bolted  to  cast-iron  chairs  fastened  to  steel  sleepers,  which  latter  also  carry  the 
ordinary  rails.  The  locomotives,  which  are  of  Stuttgart  build,  are  made  to 
draw  maximum  trainloads  of  sixty-five  tons  up  the  incline  and  seventy  tons  on 
the  down  grade  of  the  steep  western  slope,  and  on  the  eastern  side  90  tons  tor 
the  up  trains  and  110  tons  down.  The  mean  speed  is  eight  miles  an  hour. 
The  total  length  of  this  railway  is  nineteen  miles,  the  greatest  elevation  over¬ 
come  3,875  feet,  the  maximum  rise  being  8  per  cent,  minimum  radius  ot  curve 
1  492  feet. 
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Items  of  News  From  all  Over  the  Country  Which  Will  Be  of  Interest 

to  the  Retail  Trade. 


Pa. 


Marion  Haffine  has  opened  a  coal  office  at  Kansas  City,  Kas. 

J.  M.  Coulter  continues  the  coal  business  of  F.  D.  Johnson,  Wray,  Colo. 

* 

*  * 

Willis  E.  Good  continues  the  coal  business  of  J.  N.  Crotts,  Ashtabula.  O 

*  * 

Hildebrandt  &  Carbaugh  have  embarked  in  the  coal  business  at  Carlisle, 


WESTERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


♦ 

:fc 


C.  D.  Downing  has  purchased  the  coal  business  of  T.  J.  Daly,  Wapella 
Iowa. 

* 

■ic 

^  ^The  Penn  Van  Coal  Co.  has  re-entered  the  coal  business  at  Penn  Yan, 


to  th,!  ^  Massey  has  sold  the  coal  under  an  eighty  acre  farm  at  Albia,  Iowa, 
to  the  Hocking  Coal  Company  for  $40  an  acre. 

The  Quincy  Coal  company,  whose  plant  is  near  Camp  Point,  Ill.,  has  made 
by  el'mHchy  electric  motor  power  and  to  light  its  mines 

H.  Van  Meter  of  the  Victor  Coal  Co.,  Denver,  Colo.,  has  been  appointed 
SSthern  raUway  operated  in  connection  with  the  Colorado 

Pittsburg,  Kans  coal  district  there  are  fully  500  fewer  miners  than 
there  were  a  year  ago.  Many  of  them  have  gone  to  Colorado,  Indian  Terri- 
tory  and  elsewhere. 

«i  caricad,  lump,  costs  the  consumer  from 

^  '"u"®  ^'-35  to  »i.4o  and  $1.60,  delivered,  while 

steam,  or  slack,  comes  at  about  an  even  dollar. 

a  mines  near  What  Cheer,  la.,  the  Crescent  Coal  Co.  has  taken  out 

a  solid  block  of  coal  which  weighs  3,300  pounds.  It  is  4J^x7xi>^  feet  thick. 
This  new  shaft  is  m  one  of  the  best  and  largest  fields  of  coal  in  the  district. 


^  ^Frank  Delfel  has  purchased  the  coal  business  of  C.  O.  Richard,  Corfu, 


H.  J.  Crocker  has  bought  the  coal  business  of  A.  G.  Taylor  Reed  Citv 
Mich.  J  ‘ 


Evans  &  Halsted  have  bought  the  coal  business  of  J.  McCarthy,  South 
Lebanon,  Ohio. 

*** 

John  Shields  &  Son,  Washington,  Iowa,  report  a  heavy  fall  business  with 
very  good  prospects  for  ’gg. 

*** 

Mr.  John  W.  Murphy  has  purchased  the  good  will  and  coal  business  of 
Geo.  W.  Jacks,  Salem,  Ohio. 


Whipple  H.  Rousseau  and  Fred  M.  Geer  will  shortly  engage  in  the  coal 
business  at  Watervliet,  N.  Y. 


Charles  Craigmiles,  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  will  erect  a  new  coal  office  shortly 
on  the  site  of  his  present  one. 

P' Harrv  L.  Bishop  have  purchased  the  coal  business  of 
W.  S.  Hardjig,  Johnstown,  Ohio. 

A  certificate  of  incorporation  has  been  issued  to  the  Harrigan  Coal  Co 
\  onkers,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000.  ’ 

*  * 

Salem  Coal  Co.,  Salem,  Ohio,  have  secured  the  contract  to  furnish  the 
County  Infirmary  with  coal  for  the  coming  year. 


George  O.  Stevens  &  Co.,  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  have  secured  the  services  of  I 
W.  Davis,  a  well-known  and  popular  young  man  of  Plainfield. 

* 

*-pi  .  . 

The  contract  for  furnishing  coal  for  the  county  buildings  the  coming  year 
has  been  let  to  W.  B.  Starkey,  of  Watkins,  at  »3.g4  per  ton,  says  a  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  correspondent. 

The  reported  change  in  the  coal  firm  of  Lewis  &  Kinnie,  Penn  Yan,  N.  Y., 
has  now  become  a  reality.  It  is  undpstood  that  Eugene  E.  Lewis  has  sold  his’ 
interests  to  John  T.  Andrews,  Mr.  Kinnie  still  continuing  his  interest  in  the 
business. 

*** 

Wm.  D.  Elmstrom,  an  enterprising  dealer  located  at  41st  and  Lake  avenue, 
IS  sending  out  a  very  neat  calendar,  and  while  it  is  not  an  elaborate  affair  it  an¬ 
swers  the  purpose  of  letting  his  customers  know  that  he  is  ready  to  fill  orders 
at  any  time. 

C.  N.  Bloomfield,  who  moved  to  Albia,  Iowa,  from  Hickory  and  established 
a  fuel  and  feed  store,  has  taken  a  partner  in  the  business.  The  new  name  to 
be  added  to  the  firm  is  James  W.  Reddish  and  he  is  a  young  man  in  every 
way  capable  of  seeing  that  the  business  will  grow  and  prosper. 


A  letter  from  Massillon,  Ohio,  this  week  says:  “Railroad  companies  are 
laying  in  large  supplies  of  coal  to  bridge  over  a  possible  strike  which  may  re¬ 
sult  from  the  enforcement  by  miners  of  the  Jones  Anti-screen  law.  The  opera¬ 
tors,  it  is  said,  will  not  pay  the  present  rate  by  25  per  cent  under  the  gross 
weight  system,  and  will  defeat  the  bill  entirely  if  they  can.  In  i8g4,  during 
the  long  strike,  many  railroads  were  practically  without  coal.  The  Wheeling 
and  Lake  Erie  Railroad  alone  now  has  5.000  tons  in  its  yards  at  Massillon 
3,000  tons  at  Norwalk,  and  2,000  tons  at  Ironville,  and  the  snpply  is  being  in¬ 
creased  daily. 

A  correspondent  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  says:  “The  New  York,  Wyoming  & 
vyestern  Railroad,  the  individual  coal  operators’  line,  has  decided  upon  much 
of  Its  line  of  communication  between  the  coal  fields  and  tidewater.  It  will  ship 
Its  coal  from  mines  to  Wimmers,  via  Erie  &  Wyoming  Valley  Railroad,  thence 
tidewater  oyer  its  own  road.  It  is  also  stated  that  the  contract  with  the 
Erie  &  Wyoming  Road  has  been  signed.  The  work  of  constructing  the  new 
road  will  be  begun  in  the  spring.  Despite  this  information,  it  is  said  the  new 
company  may  yet  make  an  agreement  with  the  New  York,  Ontario  &  Western 
Company  to  carry  its  coal.  The  Ontario  road,  which  is  also  a  heavy  coal  car- 
S  well-constructed  branch,  extending  from  its  main  line  at  Hancock, 
N.  Y.,  to  Scranton. 


_  r-ouis,  ...vy.,  sdjo.  me  01.  i.,ouis  ana  uraiion  C.oal 

It  IS  reported,  and  build  a  private  railroad  from 
located  ’’  ^  Fallon,  Ill.,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles,  where  the  mines  are 


Hickey  Brothers  have  discovered  a  vein  of  coal  estimated  to  be 
between  five  and  seven  feet  thick  on  their  farm  near  Chebanse,  Ill.  It  was 
encountered  100  feet  below  the  surface,  a  hole  having  been  drilled  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  favorable  indications  regarding  the  location  of  the  mineral. 

workmen  employed  at  the  Michigan  Coal  Company’s  mine  at  Bay 
City.  Mich.,  have  struck.  They  were  recently  notified  that  wages  would  be 
reduced  from  $2  to  $1.75  per  day  and  hours  lengthened  from  eight  to  nine, 
the  company  claims  the  reduction  is  a  necessity  on  account  of  competition. 
1  he  men  say  they  will  not  work  for  the  new  scale. 


A  correspondent  at  Marion,  Ind.,  writes  that:  “The  Big  Four  is  thinking 
seriously  of  fading  into  line  and  adopting  the  economic  measures  in  the  use  of 
engine  tuel,  which  have  been  tried  by  other  roads  with  success  These  meas¬ 
ures  make  the  work  of  the  fireman  doubly  hard,  because  he  is  kept  busy  all 
the  time.  This  relates  to  the  single  scoop  method.** 

,  During  the  last  month  44,000  pounds  of  soft  coal  has  been  stolen  from  the 
Great  Northern  road  yard  at  Marshall,  Minn.  Detective  M.  E.  Ryan,  of  the 
company,  has  been  here  for  a  few  days  and  has  rounded  up  eight  victims, 
bmall  sentences  and  fines  have  been  imposed,  but  enough  to  serve  as  an  ex¬ 
ample  and  to  probably  reduce  the  amount  of  thieving. 

The  Indian  Nation  is  plaintiff  in  a  suit  for  $100,000,  filed  in  the  Circuit 
Court,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  against  the  Kansas  City,  Pittsburg  and  Gulf  Railroad 
Company,  the  Arkansas  Construction  Cornpany  and  the  Central  Coal  and  Coke 
Company.  The  suit  is  to  recover  royalties  on  railroad  ties  and  lumber  pro- 
cured  by  the  Pittsburg  and  Gulf  Railroad  from  the  Choctaw  forests. 

Unity  coal  mines  at  Evansville,  Ind.,  have  been  bought  by  Peter 
Halliman  at  sheriff’s  sale.  The  price  paid  was  $i,347.gg.  Halliman  is  a  prac¬ 
tical  rnincr  and  a  man  of  considerable  wealth.  He  will  reopen  the  mines  some 
time  before  spring.  At  one  time  the  Unity  mines  employed  a  large  number  of 
diggers  and  did  a  big  business.  Bad  management  is  said  to  have  been  the 
cause  of  the  failure  of  the  last  company. 

There  is  a  strike  of  the  miners  at  Higginsville  and  Lexington,  Mo.,  owing 
to  the  refusal  of  the  operators  to  grant  an  increase  of  a  half  cent  per  bushel. 

1  here  is  no  probability  of  the  strike  ending  soon  unless  the  owners  of  the  coal 
mines  accede  to  the  demands  of  the  men,  as  they  are  determined  to  stay  out 
until  the  request  is  granted.  The  strike  may  cause  a  coal  famine  in  this  part 
of  the  state,  as  it  is  said  there  is  no  surplus  coal  on  the  grounds. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Clarke  Fork  Coal  Min- 
ing  Cornpany  was  held  in  Gebo,  Mont.,  at  the  office  of  the  company  the  other 
day,  at  which  time  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: 
James  A.  Johnson,  president;  F.  H.  Davis,  vice-president;  J.  C.  McCarthy, 
secretary;  Theodore  L.  Ringwalt,  treasurer.  The  following  were  selected  as 
a  board  of  directors:  James  A.  Johnson,  F.  H.  Davis,  J.  C.  McCarthy  T.  L 
Ringwalt  and  P.  A.  Valentine. 

A  discovery  of  what  is  said  to  be  fine  natural  coke  has  been  made  in  Plumas 
county,  the  Genessee  Valley,  Col.  The  deposit  is  said  to  be  fifteen  feet  thick 
where  tapped,  test-holeshaving  been  put  down  which  showed  the  deposit  to  be 
at  least  a  mile  long  in  one  direction.  A  test  of  1,000  pounds  of  the  natural 
coke  was  made  at  the  Greenville  foundry  and  showed  its  heating  qualities 
to  be  but  four  minutes  short  of  the  best  Cumberland  coal  in  melting  a 
charge.  The  deposit  is  remotely  situated. 

A  correspondent  writes:  The  new  coal  field  opened  up  on  the  old  Ha¬ 
worth  farm,  about  two  miles  north  of  Mecca,  near  Rockville,  Ind.,  bids  fair  to 
become  one  of  the  rnost  extensive  in  the  county.  A  fine  shaft  has  been  sunk 
by  Brazi  1  parties  within  the  last  two  months  and  from  175  to  200  tons  of  an 
excellent  quality  of  coal  are  being  shipped  daily.  The  mine  is  located  on  the 
coal  road  and  has  every  advantage  for  the  speedy  marketing  of  its  output. 
Much  building  is  going  on,  in  the  form  of  miners’  houses. 

An  attempt  to  destroy  the  Tirre  coal  mine  at  Lenzburg,  near  Belleville, 
Ill.,  with  dynamite,  was  made  last  week.  Investigation  showed  that  the  dyna¬ 
mite  had  been  placed  just  at  the  top  of  the  shaft  with  the  evident  intention  of 
blowing  everything  above  ground  pertaining  to  the  mine  into  small  pieces.  It 
was  not  successful,  however,  as  the  only  damage  occasioned  was  to  the  cage- 
ri&ffing  innniediately  over  the  mouth  of  shaft,  and  to  the  shaft  itself.  There 
ha.d  been  a  strike  on  at  this  mine  for  the  past  four  or  five  months,  and  the 
mine  was  being  operated  at  the  time  by  about  30  non  union  miners.  The 
damage  amounts  to  about  $250,  and  the  repairs  will  be  made  at  once. 
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A  report  from  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  savs:  "The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Company 
has  closed  bids  for  the  driving  of  two  large  tunnels  in  the  Hazleton  shafts. 
The  plans  for  one  tunnel  call  for  a  distance  of  1,300  feet  in  the  first  lift,  ^od 
those  for  the  other  for  1,200  feet  in  the  second  lift,  running  north  and  south  to 
the  Buck  Mountain  vein.  These  tunnels  will  tap  the  Twin,  Primrose,  Marn- 
moth,  and  Buck  Mountain  veins.  The  tunnels  will  open  up  the  largest  basin 
of  coal  in  the  Lehigh  region  and  mean  employment  for  several  hundred 
miners.” 


At  Clarkesville,  Tenn.,  coal  will  hereafter  be  sold  by  weight  instead  of  by 
measure.  The  dealers  will  give  i.goo  pounds  of  screened  coal  or  2,000  pounds 
as  received  by  them  from  the  mines  for  a  ton. 

The  receivers  of  the  B.  &  O.  Railroad  have  leased  the  following  rolling 
stock:  From  the  Mercantile  Trust  and  Deposit  Co.,  of  New  York,  3,000  box 
cars  and  30  locomotives  are  leased.  From  the  Mercantile  Trust  and  Deposit 
Co.,  of  Maryland,  they  lease  50  locomotives,  2,000  coal  cars  and  3,000  box  cars. 


S.  C. 


AGENT 


Delaware,  Lackawanna  Western  Railroad  Company’s 

SCRANTON  COAL 

SHIFFER  <  >  1"  ^  Ool5IO» 


\  v\N\NN\VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVN< 


C.  L.  DERINC,  Manager. 


Ohioaoo. 


The  St.  Louis  and 
Big  Muddy  Coai  Co. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE: 

CARBONDALE,  ILL. 


MINES  NEAR. 


CAPACITY 

2,500  nr 

TONS  Ln_ 

DAILY. 


CARTERVILLE, 
Williamson  County, 

ILL. 


SOLE 

PROPRIETORS 


COAL. 


TRADE  MARK. 

A  600  ton  daily  capacity  Luhrig  Ccnl  Washing  Plant  operated  in  connection  with  mine. 


WILLIAMS  &  PETERS, 


General  Sales  Agents  for  the  Erie  R.  R.  Company’s  and  New  York,  Susquehanna  &  Western  Coal  Company’s 

KEYSTONE  ANTHRACI'TEL  and  BIO^UMINOUS  clarion 

JERMYN  r  ^  r  ^  A  I  DAGUS 

WILKESBARRE 


COAL. 


BLOSSBURG 


SOLE  AGENTS  FOR  THE  BLOSS33URG  COAL  COMPANY. 


BRANCH  OFFICES:  MAIN  OFFICE:  SHIPPING  WHARVES: 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  New  Haven,  Conn.  Washington  Building,  -  I'lo.  1  Broadway,  Weehawken,  N.  J.  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Boston,  Mass.  NEW  YORK.  Edgewater,  N.  J  . 

M.  E.  ROBINSON.  Western  Sales  Agent,  BUEEALO,  N.  Y. 
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A  new  vein  of  coal  has  been  opened  in  Arnot,  near  Lawrencevilie,  Pa. 
The  coal  is  said  to  be  of  a  superior  quality. 

It  is  stated  there  is  trouble  brewing  in  the  Clearfield  coal  region  in  central 
Pennsylvania,  over  the  wages  scale  not  being  paid. 

Last  week  a  veritable  coal  famine  existed  at  Romulus  and  Seneca,  N.  Y., 
at  some  of  the  yards  not  a  pound  of  coal  could  be  procured. 

Operations  at  the  VVoodword  colliery,  at  Kingston,  near  Wilkesbarre,  Pa., 
were  resumed  last  week  after  a  few  days’  idleness  for  necessary  repairs. 

The  Clipper  mine  at  Allenport,  has  been  bought  by  C.  Jutte  &  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burg,  who  expect  to  put  it  in  operation  soon.  The  price  paid  was  $8,000. 

The  Westmoreland  Coal  company  has  begun  work  on  an  electric  plant  at 
its  mines,  at  Export,  Pa.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  have  the  town  and  the 
business  houses  lighted  also. 

Louis  J.  Belloni,  Jr.,  member  of  the  firm  of  Belloni  &  Co.,  identified  with 
shipping  and  coal  interests,  died  last  week  at  his  home.  No.  13  East  Sixty-sixth 
street.  New  York,  aged  72  years. 

A  new  coal  field,  said  to  be  the  best  in  Ohio,  is  about  to  be  opened  on  the 
Bellaire,  Zanesville  &  Cincinnati  on  land  purchased  by  Baltimore  and  New 
York  capitalists,  who  also  own  the  road. 

Messrs.  Althouse  &  Co.,  the  Philadelphia  coal  operators,  will  begin  in  a 
few  days  the  drilling  of  test  holes  near  Berlin,  Pa.,  in  order  to  determine  upon 
the  most  suitable  spot  for  locating  a  shaft. 

On  the  Reading  railroad  in  Pennsylvania  every  engine  has  been  pressed 
into  service  to  carry  anthracite  coal  to  the  markets  in  the  East.  Last  week 
85,000  tons  were  carried  by  the  main  line  daily. 

The  United  Mine  Workers  Union  has  four  nominees  for  the  presidency, 
eight  for  the  vice-presidency  and  but  two  for  the  secretary-treasurer  at  the  an¬ 
nual  convention  to  be  held  at  Pittsburg  in  January. 

The  Rock  Point  Coal  Co.,  of  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  is  negotiating  for  a  lease 
on  the  farm  of  Thos.  Irwin,  Madison  Main,  Jonathan  Wiley  and  others  south  of 
Ellwood,  with  a  view  to  opening  an  extensive  coal  mine. 

The  board  of  water  works  of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  has  awarded  the  contract 
for  coal  for  the  pumping  stations  to  Hunt  &  Weis.  West  Virginia  coal  from 
the  Fairmont  district  is  the  fuel  selected  at  81.48  per  ton. 

The  Pine  Hill  Coal  Co.,  Pottsville,  Pa.,  is  putting  into  the  breaker  a  pair 
of  shakers  to  separate  the  coal.  The  shakers  take  the  place  of  screens  and  are 
said  to  do  the  work  more  thoroughly  and  quickly  than  the  screens. 

James  Y.  Bryden,  of  Pittston,  Pa.,  a  son  of  Superintendent  Andrew 
Bryden,  has  been  appointed  to  the  position  recently  held  by  Andrew  Allen 
deceased,  chief  engineer  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  at  Wilkesbarre. 

A  new  corporation  is  the  Harrigan  Coal  Company,  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  cap¬ 
ital  stock,  $10,000;  directors,  William  F.  Harrigan,  Henry  W.  Ely  and  Fran¬ 
ces  R.  Harrigan,  of  Yonkers;  James  T.  Oates  and  Walter  Alexander,  of  New 
York  City. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  railroad  will  transfer  its  dis¬ 
tributing  point  from  Rondout  to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  handling  its  coal  business. 
This  move  has  been  contemplated  for  some  time  as  it  is  believed  it  will  greatly 
increase  the  earnings  of  the  road. 

Prospects  in  Black  Creek  valley,  near  MahonyCity,  Pa.,  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  coal  breaker  are  exceedingly  bright.  Recent  prospecting  by  capital¬ 
ists  from  Hazelton  and  Wilkes-Barre  at  different  points  along  the  creek  has 
given  signs  of  an  existing  strata  of  coal. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  Coal  company  and  other  cap¬ 
italists  of  Cleveland,  have  just  purchased  1,500  acres  of  coal  land  lying  along  1 
the  C.  &  P.  railroad,  between  Hammondsviile  and  Ironton.  The  vein  is  said 
to  be  5  feet  thick  and  will  be  developed  early  in  the  new  year. 

The  Pqmroy  Coal  company.  Providence  R.  L,  has  started  up  the  new  Proc¬ 
tor  Co.,  hoisting  system  on  its  wharf  on  Eddy  street,  that  city.  The  contractors, 

J,  H.  Proctor  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  have  been  at  work  constructing  the  apparatus 
for  several  weeks,  and  it  was  given  a  very  satisfactory  preliminary  test. 

A  dispatch  from  Scranton,  Pa.,  to  the  Evening  Post,  New  York,  says:  “The 
statement  is  rnade  here  with  further  definiteness  that  Samuel  Sloan  will  retire 
from  the  presidency  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad  in 
February,  and  it  is  added  that  he  will  be  succeeded  by  William  F.  Hallstead, 
now  second  vice-president  and  general  manager.  Since  he  was  elected  second' 
vice-president,  less  than  a  year  ago,  Mr.  Hallstead,  whose  home  is  in  this 
city,  has  spent  half  of  each  week  at  the  Lackawanna  headquarters  in  New 
York.” 


The  new  reduced  tariffs  on  coal  from  the  Ohio  field  which  went  into  effect 
last  week  as  a  result  of  the  position  taken  by  the  Hocking  Valley  in  reducing 
the  freight  rate  on  coal  to  meet  the  competition  of  the  West  Virginia  field, 
will  undoubtedly  be  followed  by  similar  reductions  by  all  competin? 
railroads. 

Coal  tar  has  become  a  drug  on  the  market  in  the  East.  It  has  steadily  de¬ 
clined  in  price  from  three  cents  to  half  a  cent  a  gallon,  and  more  tar  is  being 
produced  at  that  price  than  can  possibly  be  used.  The  ^lut  is  caused  by 
the  erection  of  by-product  coke  ovens,  and  the  increase  in  the  use  of  gas  for 
fuel  purposes. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Ashland  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany,  of  West  Virginia,  held  at  Ashland,  Pa.,  last  week,  John  W.  Edwards,  of 
that  town,  was  unanimously  elected  general  superintendent  of  the  plant.  He 
will  assume  his  position  January  2d.  Mr.  Edwards  is  a  valued  member  of 
the  P.  &  K.  C.  &  I  Co’s  engineer  corps  at  Ashland. 

Some  2g.ooo  acres  of  coal  land  located  in  Noble,  Monroe,  and  Belmont 
counties,  Ohio,  has  been  purchased  by  Hamilton  &  Co  ,  of  Baltimore,  and  a 
number  of  other  capitalists  in  Baltimore  and  New  York,  who  are  also  the 
owners  of  the  Bellaire,  Zanesville  &  Cincinnati  railroad,  which  pierces  the  very 
heart  of  the  big  field.  It  is  planned  to  develop  the  big  field. 


FOR 


MINE  OPERATORS, 
AGENTS  AND 
SALESMEN  ON  THE  ROAD 


Hyatt’s  Telegraph  Code 

IS  A  MONEY  SAVER. 

Will  save  75  per  cent  on  Telegraph  Bills. 

SECOND  EDITION  NOW  READY. 


PRICE,  $1.50. 

This  small  sum  rs  covered  in  a  very  few  telegrams. 

The  only  General  Code  ever  published  covering  Coal  and  Coke 

from  all  districts. 


For  further  luformation  addresa  tne  compiler, 

x>.  F».  HYiVoror, 

DETROIT,  -  -  MICHIGAN. 


EARLINCTON,  KY. 

BEST  KENTUCKY  COAl-lUMP  AND  CRUSHED  COKE. 

J.  W.  BRI00U4N.  Gonoral  Agent.  316  WESTERN  UNION  BLDG.,  CHICAGO 


J.  B.  CABhE,  Pres.  GEO.  III.  SPACE,  Vlce-Pres 

F.  li.  CHAPmAN,  Sec.  H.  W.  C.  BOWBOIN,  Treaa. 


OHIO  GOAL  GO. 


General  OfBces:  Pioneer  Press  Building,  ST. PAUL,  MINN. 

...Agencies  at... 

Aahland,  AVeat  Siiperiur,  Green  Bay,  miwaukee,  Wia.; 

St.  Paul,  ITIlnneapoIls,  Duluth,  Illlnn.;  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 
...Dlatrlbutlng  Docka... 

Duluth,  Aahland,  Weat  Superior,  Milwaukee. 

DEAL.EBS  IN 

ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  GOALS 

ALSO 

BEST  GRADES  OF  COKE 


THE  CELEBRATED 


SMITHING  COAL 


DAVIS  GOAL  AND  COKE  COMPANY,  . 

StSmir  BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  COAL 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  THE 

Davis  Locomotive,  Steam  and  Smithing  Coals. 


High  in  Carbon.  I  S  1_  •  For  Cre  Smelters,  Foundries 

\.ow  in  Sulphur  and  Ash.  ^  Family  Use. 

Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  coal  daily.  Capacity  of  Ovens,  600  tons  coke  daily. 

Shipments  to  all  points  accessible  by  rail  or  water.  Address  orders  for  Western  shipments  to  Peidmont”  W,  Va. 

SMITHINC^COAL  AND  CRUSHED  COKE  A  SPECIALTY. 
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SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 


The  property  of  the  Baker-Whitely  Coal  Co.,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Baker-Whitely  Coal  Co.,  of  West  Virginia. 

Last  week  the  miners  at  Pratt  City,  near  Birmingham,  Ala.  have  worked 
several  nights  until  midnight  on  account  of  the  unprecedented  demand  for 
fuel.  With  all  of  the  mines  running  full  time  the  division  cannot  near  nil 
its  orders  at  present. 

A  vast  amount  of  Pennsylvania  capital  is  being  invested  in  the  coal  lands 
of  West  Virginia.  A  company  in  Pittsburg  is  nowbeing  organized  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  developing  a  tract  of  coal  land  in  Preston  county,  known  as  the  Reno 
tract.  The  coal  held  covers  about  50,000  acres. 

Shipments  of  coal  from  the  George’s  Creek  Cumberland  region  for  the 
week  ended  December  17th  were  55,274  tons  by  rail  and  364  tons  by  canal. 
The  total  shipments  for  the  year  aggregate  3,898.825  tons,  an  increase  of  162,- 
675  tons  over  the  corresponding  period  of  1897. 

During  the  week  ending  December  17,  24,848  tons  of  coal  and  4,996  tons 
of  coke  were  shipped  from  the  Elk  Garden  and  Upper  Potomac  region  in 
West  Virginia.  The  output  of  this  region  shows  a  decrease  of  11,008  tons  of 
coal  and  an  increase  of  39,490  tons  of  coke  for  the  season. 

A  vein  of  coal  four  feet  thick,  said  to  be  the  same  as  that  worked  at 
Thomas  by  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  been  discovered  near  Hedricks, 
on  the  West  Virginia  Central  railroad,  three  miles  from  Parsons.  The  v^n 
will  be  worked  extensively  by  a  company  organized  for  the  purpose  by 
residents  of  that  place. 

A  correspondent  writes,  “The  coal  trade  for  the  Fairmont  district  in  VVest 
Virginia  for  this  time  of  the  year  is  reported  to  be  fair,  and  most  of  the  mines 
are  working  full  time,  while  all  have  something  to  do.  The  prospects  for 
winter  are  very  flattering,  and  while  the  operators  do  not  anticipate  big  work, 
they  expect  sufficient  to  keep  up  a  good  living  through  the  cold  weather. 

The  West  Virginia  Mine  Workers’  Association  is  the  direct  outcome  of 
the  dissatisfaction  felt  by  miners  in  certain  districts  with  the  regime  of  the 
National  Mine  Workers’  Union.  It  was  organized  ten  months  ago,  and  its 
membership  is  confined  chiefly  to  the  southern  part  of  the  state.  growth  in 
that  period  of  time  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  there  are  already  fifty-hve  local 
unions  or  branches  from  the  main  sprout.  The  organization,  as  was  expected, 
does  not  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  national  union,  but  the  West  V  ir- 
ginia  Association  claims  that  the  miners  in  this  state  are  always  the  losers 
when  drawn  into  the  strike  entanglements  of  other  states. 

The  mines  operated  at  De  Koven,  Ky.,  by  Capt.  Sam  P.  Brown  of  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Pa.,  for  twenty-five  years  have  been  closed  down  by  him  indefinitely  on 
account  of  disagreement  with  the  miners.  Capt.  Brown  is  reported  as  saying: 
“I  have  always  paid  the  district  price.  The  men  wanted  me  to  go  to  Cental 
City,  100  miles  away,  and  sign  the  scale.  This  I  refused  to  do,  but  I  agreed  to 
pay  the  rate  and  make  a  contract  with  the  men.  The  mines  remained 
and  I  was  put  to  the  expense  of  keeping  the  pumps  working  until  I  got  tired. 
A  meeting  was  held,  and  I  told  them  that  I  would  abandon  the  mine  and  see 
the  grass  grow  over  their  graves  before  I  would  go  100  miles  to  sign  a  scale 
when  it  was  not  necessary.  As  they  would  not  enter  into  a  contract  with  me  I 
ordered  the  pumps  taken  out,  and  the  mines  were  soon  filled  with  water.  I 
discharged  all  the  day  men  and  came  away.  When  the  men  want  to  go  to 
work  at  the  terms  offered  them  they  can  do  so.” 


The  Virginia  Coal  &  Iron  Company,  operating  an  extensive  coking  bus¬ 
iness  at  Stonega,  near  Bristol,  Wise  county,  Va.,  has  secured  the  contract  to 
supply  the  two  largest  iron  furnaces  in  East  Tennessee  with  coke,  these 
furnaces  are  the  Embreville  furnace  near  Johnson  City  and  the  Carnegie 
furnace  in  the  suburbs  of  that  town.  This  has  given  rise  to  another  important 
contract  by  which  the  South  Atlantic  &  Ohio  railroad  and  the  Bristol  & 
Elizabethton  railroad  will  haul  all  the  coke.  _ _ 


NEILSON 

RED^ASH  GOAL 

Will  satisfy  the  most  particular 
customer  you  have. 

IF  YOU  WANT  THE 

BEST  RED-ASH  COAL  MINED 

ORDER  NEILSON  IT  IS  PURE  COAL. 

DICKSON  &  EDDY 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

29  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Boston  Offlc©,  4-5  Kilby  St.,  S.  CRUNIB  Agt. 


C.  C.  BOWMAN, 

Miner  and  Sole  Shipper 

“AVOCA"  “FRANKLIN”  .  "LOUISE”  .  . 

(Pittston  District)  (Lackawanna  District)  (Plymouth  District) 

Shipments  via  Erie  Ry.,  Lehieh  Valley  R.  R.,  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  and  their  Connections. 


MAIN  OFFICE: 
PITTSTON,  PA. 


BRANCH  OFFICE: 

29  Broadway,  New  York  City. 


ROBT.  E.  BROWN  &  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

Moshannon  and  Cnmberland  Vein  Bitnminons  Coals. 

Room  808  Land  Title  Buildine.  PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 


H.  C.  ADAMS,  Pres. 


D.  W.  HEATH,  Treas. 


The  Adams  Coal  Compaxiy, 

ANTHRACITE  &  BITUMINOUS  COALS  &  COKE 


Exclusive  Shippers  of  Sunday  Creek 
(No.  12)  Hockina- 


355  Dearborn  St., 


CHICAGO. 


FRICK 

COKE. 


H.  C.  FRICK  COKE  CO. 


Headquarters  for 


Post  Office,  PITTSBURG,  PA, 

Mines  and  Ovens  in  the  Connellsville  Region,  Penna. 

GENUINE 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE. 

For  Blast  Furnace  and  Foundry  Cupola  Work;  also  Crushed  Connells¬ 
ville  Coke  (substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal)  for 

domestic  purposes.  1 3,500  ovens.  Daily  capacity  30,000  tons  of  Coke. 

^  Direct  Connections  with  all  Railroads  Entering  the  Region. 

Quotatioi^FTeight  Rates  Pamphlets  "-iving  fuliinformation  promptiv  furnished  upon  application. 
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Harrison 


MACHINE 

RECORD: 

18  Years’ 
Service. 


lOOO 
ITIacliines 
in  use. 


i:il5 
sq  .  ft.  in 
9  honrs. 


Mining  Maghines-Norwalk  Compressors. 

Best  Combination  for  Mining  Operations. 


COMBiNA- 

TION 

RECORD: 

17  years 
continn- 
ons 

service, 
most  of 
time 
double 
shift. 


CEO.  D.  WHITCOMB  COMPANY, 

The  Link-Beif  Machinery  Co. 

ENGINEERS,  FOUNDERS,  MACHINISTS, 


CHICACO,  U.  S.  A. 

DESICITEXIS  AITD  BITILDERS  OF 

COMPLETE  TIPPLE-HOUSE  EQUIPMENT, 


Chicago,  Illinois. 


DOUBLE  REVOLVING  SCREEN. 


Including  Shaking  and  Revolving  Screens,  Breaker  Rolls, 

WEIGH  BOXES,  PICKING  TABLES  VENTILATING  FANS,  ETC., 

ALSO  MANUFACTURERS  OF 

THE  LUHRIG  PATENT  MACHINERY  for  Wash^ 
ing  and  Classifying^  Coal  Electric  Coal  Mining  and 
Haulage  Machinery,  Link-Belt  Elevators,  and  Con¬ 
veyors,  Malleable  Iron  Buckets,  Shafting,  Bearings, 
'  BREAKER.  Pullcys,  Friotiou  Clutches,  Rone  Sheaves«  etc.,  etc. 

The  Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Company 


COMPLETE  EQUIPMENTS  FOR  COAL  MINES. 


Electric  Power  Drills. 

Air  Power  Drill s. 

Electric  Shearing  Hlachineis. 
Air  Shearing  Maeliines. 


Electric  Eongwall  Machine!!). 
Air  Eongwall  Machines. 
Electric  Eocomotives. 
Electric  Pumps. 


ELECTRIC  CHAIN  COAL  CUTTER. 


Compressed 

Air 

Coal  Catting 
MaeMDery. 


Manufacturers  DYNAMOS  and  MOTORS. 


ELECTRIC  LOCOMOTIVE. 


COLUMBUS, 


OHIO. 


WILLIAMS  &  PETERS 

I  Broadway  -  ■  New  York 


GENERAL  SALES  AGENTS  for  the 

Erie  Railroad  Company 


Anthracite  and 
Bituminous 


COAL 


^  Coal  Co.’s 


/\  “KTTTi 


BRANCH  OFFICES 

M.  E.  ROBINSON 

Ellicott  Square,  Buffalo 
Western  Sales  Agent 


G.  F.  WAYLAND 

60  State  Street,  Boston 

Eastern  Sales  Agent 


WILLIAMS,  WELLS  &  CO. 

46  Meadow  Street,  New  Haven 
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J.  R.  LAUGH R EY,  Treasurer. 
J.  S.  NEWIVIYER,  Manager. 


Washington 


COAL  and 

COKE  CO. 

Capital  paid  up,  $500,000. 

Youghiogheny  Coal/t/r;"  Coke, 

300  30-toii  Coal  Cars.  xnnnj.  j  •! 

50  30-ton  Coke  Cars.  Capacity. 


OUR  DAILY  SHIPMENTS  ARE  CONTINUAL 
BARGAINS  ON  QUALITY . 


GENERAL  OFFICE, 

DAWSON,  FAYETTE  CO.,  pa. 


North-Western  Fuel  Co. 

SOLE  NORTHWESTERN  AGENTS 

o.  L.  A  w. R,  R. CO.’S  Scranton  Coal. 


New  Pittsburg  Coal  Co.’s 

“Powell’s  Run”  Hocking  Coal. 

••vered  Shipping  Wharves:  Duiuth.  West  Superior,  Washburn, 

Green  Bay.  Miiwaukee. 

•enaral  Office,  ST.  PAUL,  illNN. 

l#iiwfiakee  Office,  Cor.  Grand  Ave,  and  Second  St, 


SALES  OFFICE,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 
N.  P.  HYNDMAN.  SALES  AGENT. 


MAIN  OFFICE:  MINES: 

218  South  Fourth  St.,  Winifrede,  Kanawha  Co., 
Phila.,  Pa.  West  Va. 

WIIMIFREDE  COAL  CO., 

Miners  and  Shippers  Of  the  Celebrated 

WINIFREDE  SPLINT  COAL 

UNEXCELLED  FOR  STEAM  OR  DOMESTIC  PURPOSES. 

The  most  Economical  Coal  a  Dealer  can  Handle. 

Shipped  ‘‘am  Rail  in  Box  Cars.” 

Also  Shippers  of  Anthracite,  Coke,  Cannel,  and  all 
grades  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  Coal. 

SIDNEY  P.  HOSTLER,  Gen’l  Sales  Agent, 

973  West  Front  St.,  366  Dearborn  Street, 

Cincinnati,  O.  Chicago,  III. 


BARROLL  lb  AZOY,  steaw  coals  and  coke. 

LOYAL  HAIMNA  COAL  AND  COKE  CO. 


BITUMINOUS  COAL,  Unsurpassed  for  steamship  and  Factory  Use. 

CONNELLSVILLE  COKE, 

Daily  Capacity-5,000  tons  Coal.  600  tons  coke. 

Wyoming  Valley.  Lackawanna  Valley  and  Schuylkill 

PEA,  BUCKWHEAT  AND  RICE  COALS. 


Bowling  Creen  Bldg.,  New  York. 

SHIRPINC  WHARVES: 

Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  South  Amooy  and 
New  York  Harbor. 

Long  Distance  Telephone  No.  1856  Broad 


Berwind-White  coal  Mining  Company, 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  THE 

eureka  >  BITUMINOUS  *  COAL 

3llllf)lflfl .  RpArH  nnH  6  DAnn  CyvnMsy.  n—  ay.  y.  .  a.  _  . 


AM  .—.r  „  Building,  Broad  Street  and  S.  Penn  Square.  Philadelphia,  Pa.  19  Congress  St..  Boston,  Mast. 

AH  UNEXCELLED  FUEL  FOR  STEAMSHIPS  AND  LOCOMOTIVES,  MANUFACTORIES,  ROLLING  MILLS,  FORCES 
Glass  Works,  Brick  and  Lime  Burning,  Coke,  and  for  the  Manufacture  of  Steel.  Iron,  Etc. 

SHIPPIMB  WHARVES  :  \  OJiraiOTOH  POINT.  BALTIMOKk :  CANTON  PIEBS 

1  NEW  -s  0BK4  EUBUKA  PIEB.  HAESIMOS  (foot  of  Sixth  St.),  JEBSOT  OITT,  N.  J. 
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YOUGHIOGHENY  AND  LEHIGH  COAL  CO 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 


Highest  Standard  Anthracite  and  Bituminous  Coal 


ANTHRACITE 

YOUGHIOGHENY  Is!  and  2d  POOL  GAt  COAL. 

BRAZIL  BLOCK. 


HOCKING. 

WILMINGTON. 

BIG  VEIN  CUMBERLAND  SMITHINGU 


Covered  Docks— Chicago,  Milwaukee,  West  Superior  and  Duluth* 

Shipping  Wharves— Fairport,  Erie. 


GENERAL  OFFICES: 

ST.  PAUL,  MINNESOTA. 


CHICAGO  OFFICES: 

1238-42  new  stock  EXCHANGE. 


I  The  man  who  whispers  down  j 
a  well  ^ 


i 


% 


About  the  Coal  he  has  to  i 
sell,  .  j 

Won’t  reap  the  gleaming, 
i  golden  dollars,  | 

Like  one  who  climbs  a  tree  ^ 
and  hollers.  6 


xxxxxx 


Now  is  the  time  lor  you  to  spread 

out.  i 

%  % 

%  Extend  your  business  and  create  ■:§ 

%  .  f 

■f'-  a  demand  for  your  Coal  in  new  ^ 

j  fi®“***  'I 

WRITE  FOR  RATES.  | 


THE  C  &  O  FUEL  CO., 

Kanawha  Splint  &  Gas  Goal. 
Kanawha  ANewRiver  Coke. 


OFFICES:  FISHER  BUILDING,  Chicago, 

NEAVE  BUILDING,  Cincinnat]. 

flADDOCK.  5H0NK  &  <^0 

offices: 

Boston.  Fall  River. 

Wilkes-Barre. 


W.  H.  PIPER. 


.INEBAL  OFFICE: 

No.  1  Broadway, 

Niw  York. 

JOHN  H.  LEWAR8. 


The  Original  Sonman  White  Ash  Bituminous  Coal, 

THE  PUREST  FUEL  FOR  STEAM  AND  FORCING  USE. 

MINED  ONLY  BY 

H.  A&  CO-, 

GENERAL  OFFICE:  Betz  Building,  Broad  above  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia. 

SHIPPING  WHARVES:  New  York  Harbor,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore. 

BRANCH  OFFICE:  29  Broadway,  New  York.""Crey  &  Hendrickson,  Sales  Agents. _ 


S.  CASTNER,  JR. 


H.  B.  CURRAN. 


W.  C.  BULLITT. 


- - 


CASTNER,  CURRAN  De  BULLITT, 


OIF  Eest  Qtj^XjIT'Z"  OIF  LEZailG-S;  GO^Hj- 


POCAHONTAS 

TRADE  MARK  RECISTEREO 


Sole  Agents  for  the  Celebrated 

Pocahontas  Bituminous  Coal, 

THE  BEST  STEAM  AND  DOMESTIC  COAL  MINED. 

;i28  < l.eF.tii..t  Street,  Philadclpl.ia.  Weave  BulUIiug,  <  iiicli.natl,  OI.Io. 

70  Kilby  Street,  Bontoii,  Mas*.  Terry  Building,  lloai.oke,  Va. 

1  Broadway,  New  York.  <««'  <  oloi.y  Bulldlna,  <  Uicago,  111. 

Progress  Building,  Norfolk,  Va  4  Fenchiircb  Avenue,  London,  Eng 

Calle  Recoiiqiilsta,  395),  Buenos  Ayres,  Argentine  Itepubllc,  S.  A. 


m 


^  LJ.  [December  31 

OHAS.  8.  P-S,a.„..  a.  MCCLELLAND.  0,„..  Sup,.  8.  D.  •C«SHA^W,^Sjo.«.„ 

BRAZIL  BLOCK  COAL  CO.. 

—MINERS  OF— 

Principal  onices,  Ellsworth  Bldo.  355  DEARBORN  STREET,  CHICAGO. 

La  IVI  a  H  A  lYI  IVI O IM  D.  225  Dearborn  St. 

High-Grade  Coals 

GENUINE  BIRDSEYE  CANNEL. 

BLACK  BAND. 

NEW  RIVER  SMOKELESS. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  SPLINT. 

HOCKINC—from  any  mine. 

WRITE  FOR  PRICE. 

Macfarlane  ^  Company, 

THE  ROOKERY,  -  CHICAGO. 
Kentucky  Cannel, 

Cumberland  Smokeless, 

Cumberland  Smithing, 
Philippine  Mine  Run,  Fairmount. 

SECOND  POOL  YOUCH.  CAS  COKE. 

Long  Distance  Telephone  Main  184. 

HUNTER  W.  FINCH  $cCO. 

Miners’  Agents  and  Shippers 

LEHIGH  VALLEY  anthracite 

T.  C.  LOUCKS.  F.  E.  HALLICAlb 

T.  G.  LOUGKS  &  GGMPANY, 

Miners  and  Shippers 

Lower  Vein  Brazil  Block 
and  Hocking  Valley  CoalSa 

G.  G.  GIBSON,  Manager, 

1209  and  1211  Fisher  Building,  CHICAGO,  ILLa 

COAL  AN  COKE 

Western  Union  Building, 

CHICAGO. 

MITCHELL  SPALDING  GOAL  GO. 

ALL  RAIL  SlIIPrERS  OF 

ANTHRACITE 
COAI _ _ 

Direct  Agents  for  the  sale  of  J.  Langdon  & 
Co.’s  celebrated  Plymouth  White 
Ash  Coal. 

215  Dearborn  St.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


James  j.  Kiht,  President. 


Correspondence  Souoma. 


The  James  j.  Keiiu  Goal  Go. 

MINE  AGENTS 

ftNTHRAPITE  COAL  BITUMINOUS 

SOLE  NORTHWESTERN  AGENTS  FOR 

“Elbr  Brier  Hill  Coal. 

OFFICE:  1612-1617  OLD  COLONY  BLDG.  •  CHICAGO. 


0.  L,  eARmsOM,  Artist.  T.  J.  HUBSOK,  Jr.,  Sec-Treas 

NEW  KENTUCKY  COAL  CO., 

COALfflGOKE 


SOLE  AGENTS  FOR 


New  Kentucky  Lump 


Teleitbone  main  2694. 

1427  narqnette  Bldg., 


CHICAGO. 


W.  H.  HOLCOMB,  Pres.  H.  G.  FORITYCE,  Sec.  and  Treas.  H.  N.  TAYLOR  V  Pres 

GENERAL  WILMINGTON  COAL  GO. 


SOLE  PRODUCERS  OF 


GENUINE 


WILMINGTON  Ml 


Streator,  3  Vein,  Walnut  Block  and  Washed  Carbon. 

H.  N.  TAYLOR,  GENERAL  MANAGER. 

355  Dearborn  Street,  CHICAGO. 

Wilmington  Mines  of  Star  Coal  Co.,  Bie  4  Wilmineton  Cnal  On  wiim,-.,... 
Coal  Mining  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Gardner  Wilmlngrorffl  Co  ^"Sektl  K 

Rin  Coal  Co.  Iowa  wLut  Block-Bil 

Jo  Block  Coal  Co.,  Jerome;  Star  Coal  Co.,  Rathbun.  Coal  Washer— Bracevllle^ 

PRIVATE  WIRE  DIRECT  TO  ALL  MINES 


Xhk  Bback  Diamond. 
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THE  PHILADELPHIA  tc  READING  COAL  AND  IRON  CO., 

■  _ miners  AND  SHIPPERS  OF - 


_ miners  and  shippers  of - 

SCHUYLKILL  COAL, 

_  M.M.nvu  IM  lUUITC  AfiU.  i 


'J'/iUC? 


.... ... .... ....... 

GENERAL  OFFICE,  READING  TERMINAL.^  PHILADELPHIA. 


NEW  YORK— John  Edmonds,  Sales  Agent,  143  Liberty  st, 
BOSTON— E.  Sh'^rwin,  Sales  Agent,  125  Milk  st. 

BUFFALO— D.  L.  Tuttle,  Sales  Agent,  Guaranty  Bldg. 

®rrTT  A  tjtjt  a  /  W.  W.  Lynn,  Line  Sales  Agt.  Reading  Terminal. 
PHILADELPHIA  |  q  Coughlin,  City  and  Southern  Sales  Agt. 


CHICAGO— J.  H.  M.  Claggett,  Resident  Manager,  Fisher  Bldg.’ 
MiSea?OLIS  [  Sessions,  N.  ,W.  Sales  Agent,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
ROCHESTER— Geo.  C.  Potts,  General  Northern  Sales  Agent  (Western 
York  and  Canada). 


THOS.  M.  RICHARDS,  General  Coal  Agent 


PENNSYLVANIA  COAL  CO. 

MINERS  OF 


ANTHRACITE  COAL. 


GENERAL  OFFICE-No.  I  Broadway, 
Washington  Building, 

NEW  YORK. 

BUFFALO— Dun  Building. 

F.  A.  BOaRD,  SuDt. 


CHICAGO-Room  775  Old  Colony  Bldg., 

HENRY  HOLVERSCHEID,  Supt. 

DOCKS  :  CHICAGO  . .  MILWAUKEE  . .  RACINE 


C.  ^ITTlv£..A.:tT, 

SOLE  AGENT 

OCEAN  SMOKELESS  GOAL 

RUN-OF-MINE  SCREENINGS,  on  track. 

975  Old  Colony  Buildine:,  -  CHICAGO. 


An  Advertising  Novelty 


Looff  Distanc.  Telephone  Call 
“763  COBTLANDT.” 


P.  0.  BOX  1963 


WARD  $1  OLYPHANT, 


21  Cortlandt  St.,  -  ‘  Room  8. 

NEW  YORK  CITY. 

Delaware  &  Hudson  Canal  Co.’s  Lackawanna  Coal  a  Specialty 


BOSTON  OFFICE-30  KILBY  STREET.  DARROW,  MANN  &  CO. 


For  dealers  wishing  to  reach  the 
domestic  trade. 

Can  be  used  for  Filing  Bills,  Re¬ 
ceipts,  Letters,  Etc. 

Cheap,  Attractive  and  Durable. 
Size  of  advertising  space,  5  ^  by 
3  inches.  Price  of  mailing,  ic. 

In  thousand  lots  this  novelty  with 
your  advertisement  printed  thereon 
can  be  sold  for  less  than  3c.  apiece. 

For  prices  and  further  information 
address 

A.  T.  MURPHY, 

225  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago. 

If  you  would  like  to  see  a  sample,  enclose  loc.  in 
your  letter  to  cover  cost  of  mailing. 


McClellan,  Eastman  &  co.. 

...OWNERS  OF... 

BUCKEYE  MINE 

CLINTON,  IND. 

LOWER  VEIN  INDIANA  LUMP. 

SCREENINGS. 

Mine  located  on  Chicago  and  E%8*em  Illinois  Ry« 


ZELLER,  McClellan  &  co., 

/  incorporated. 


INCORPORATEC 

..OWNERS  OF.. 


COLUMBIA  MINES 

BRAZIL,  INDt 

LOWER  VEIN  BRAZIL  BLOCK. 

MINE  RUN  AND  SCREENINGS. 

C.  A.  EASTMAN,  Sales  Agent. 

Mine,  located  on  C.  &  E.  I.  Connecting  with  Moron,  Big  Four,  Illinois  Centr^ 

Q,  ^  3  Fort  Wayne,  Pan  Handle  and  all  Roadi 

vindaiia  *Ryik.  Nodh  Northeast  and  iworthwest. 
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THE  SUNDAY  CREEK  COAL  COMPANY, 


...  MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  ... 


ANTHRACITE  m  BITUMINOUS  COAL 

GENUINE  SUNDAY  CREEK  HOCKING  LUMP. 

...  .  u,  CAVANAUGH,  General  Sales  Agent, 

Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Sheboygan  and  West  Superior,  356  Dearborn  St.,  Chickgo. 

XHE  MARITIME  COAL  COMPANY, 

Miners  and  Shiooers  of 

MARITIME  COAL. 

PI  I  R  P  ^  ^  * 

■  Gas,  Steam  and  Domestic. 

HARD. 

NO  CLINKERS. 


ANALYSIS. 


DOES  NOT  SLACK. 


mines  located  at 

MINGO  COUNTY,  WEST  VIRGINIA. 

(On  the  Ohio  Extension  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western  R.  R.) 


Writer, .  j  ,54 

Volati^  Matter . 

Fixed  Carbon . . 

Sulphur . . 

.  2.755 


lOi  1.000 


PERKINS  &  CO.,  Tide-Water  and  Export  Agents, 

228  Produce  Exchange,  New  York. 

MARITIME  COAL  CO., 

Kenova,  West  Virginia. 

T.J.  O'CARA. 

0  GARA.  KING  &  1 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

JOHN  KING. 

CO. 

KE 

Idg., 

L.  E.  OVERMAN  &  GO. 

SHIPPERS  OF 

llolliiaGlle  agl  fiiiuiginoiis  Coil 

ahid  coke 

365  Dearborn  Street,  CHICAGO. 

Delivered  Prices  Made  at  all  Points. 

COAL^ndCO 

403-6  Western  Union  B 

Cliica,^o. 

O.  W.  VAN  EMAN,  V.  L.  CBABBE,  JAMES  EVANS. 

President.  Secretary.  Treasurer. 

The  Irwin  Basin  Gas  Coal  Co. 

(LIMITED), 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF 

SUPERIOI!  YOUGHIOeHENY  COAL 

BY  RAIL  AND  RIVER. 

Gallatin  Mines  located  in  the  well  known  Irwin  Basin 
at  Gallatin,  Pa.,  on  the  Pittsburgh  &  Lake  Erie 
Railroad.  Rail  shipments  via  Erie  Rail¬ 
road  and  L.  S.  &  M.  S.  Ry.  and 
connections. 

General  Offices,  Park  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

JOHN  J.  HAYES, 

GOAis-  and-gokz:. 

417  Western  Union  Bld^., 

CHICAGO. 

BIG  MOUNTAIN  MINING  GO., 

Sole  Producers  of  the 

Only  Original 

CEDAR  GROVE  ^  SPLINT  COAL. 

Mines  at  Cedar  Grove,  W.  Va.  Ohio  Central  Rallivay. 

H.  H.  HEINER, 

824-826  Spitzer  Bldg.,  TOLEDO,  OHIO. 

C.  J.  WITTENBERG, 
BITUMINOUS  COAl.  and  COKE, 

1  1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK. 


Telephone  1523  Broad. 
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.t^VINC  A.  STEARNS,  President. 


J.  B.  WHITE,  Treasurer 


COXE  BROS.  &  COMPANY 


CROSS  CREEK, 


INCORPORATED. 


SUGAR  LOAF, 

BEAVER  MEADOW, 

LATTIMER  and 
COXE  (Big  Vein) 

WESTERN  OFFICE: 

601  THE  ROOKERY,  CHICAGO- 

geo.  MERRYWEATHER,  Gen’l  Western  Agent. 


LEHIGH  COAL 


Also,  Shippers  of 
BITUMINOUS 
COAL  AND  COKE. 

GENERAL  OFFICES: 

143  LIBERTY  STREET,  NEW  YORK- 
H.  G.  ELY,  Gen’l  Eastern  Agent. 


Pabst  Bailding,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


BRANCH  OFFICES: 

70  Kilby  Street,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


Girard  Building,  PHILADEI.PHIA.  P\. 


Flemincton  Coal. 

A  higch-grade  West  Virginia  pure  Bituminous 
product  from  the  “Big  Pittsburg  Seam.”  Now 
carefully  mined  and  prepared  under  a  new 
management  and  equipment.  Especially  suited 
for  modern  heavy  locomotives.  Unequaled  for 
gas-producing.  Address— 

Flemington  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 

44  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK 


COAL  DEALERS 


CHOICEST  STOCK 


ALL  RAIL 


WILL  FIND 


ii 


ANTHRACITE 


WEST  OF  BUFFALO 


THE  RAPID  RECKONER 

a  great  help  and  assistance  every 
time  they  take  up  a  pen  or  pencil 
to  do  any  figuring.  It  is 

A  complete  and  concise  compilation  in  convenient  chart  form  for  hanging  near  scales 
or  desk,  simplifying  and  expediting  ofiBce  work,  and  of  inestimable  assistance  to  coal 
dealers  lor  preventing  mistakes,  computing  sales,  verifying  charges  and  correcting  Invoices. 

ENDORSED  BY  DEALERS  EVERYWHERE. 

The  annoyance  and  delay*  ari«ins  from  the  u«e  of  reckoner*  in  book 
form  are  overcome,  and  figuring  becomes  a  pleasure  by  the  use  of  tbls 
Talnable  Calculator* 

SIMPLE,  ACCURATE,  RAPID,  COMPACT,  DURABLE 

SEND  50  CENTS  IN  STAMPS  FOR  COPY  TO 

A.  T.  MURPHY, 


225  Dearborn  Street, 


CHICAGO. 


S.  J.  PATTERSON 

Wholesale  Shipper 

“OLD  LEE”  ANTHRACITE 
“TOM  CORWIN”  WEU.STON 

COAL 


International  Goal  Mining  Con, 

BITUMINOUS  COAIi. 

706  Betz'Buildiiig,  H  W  VOBK 

PHIl.ABIiI.PHIA.  NLWAOHK. 


Shipper  and 
Wholesale  Dealer  In 


JOS.  K.  WELLS, 

Anthracite  and  Bituminous  Coal. 

Rooms,  76.  77  &  78  Washington  Building,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York: 
Telephone  Call,  “977  Oortlandt.” 

HENRY  C.  WELLS.  DAVID  S.  WELLS 


DAYTON, 


OHIO. 


LEONARD  &  YOUNCMAN, 

Wholesale  Dealers  in  Coal 

( Washington  Building,  No.  ?  Broadway,  Nev;  York, 
unices:  I  Beaver  Street,  Albany,  New  York. 
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,  sxickn:e:y  CO. 

Westmi  SrIw  Agents  PfflNSYLVANIA  RAILROAD  CO.'t 


ti 


ALL  RAIL” 


(t 


ALL  RAIL” 


f4ain  Office— HARRISBURG,  PA. 


ANTHRACITE  COAL. 

W«  Ea  Ca  COXE,  Sales  Agenty 

7h^  NasDy,  TOLEDO,  O. 


J»W,  LOWE,  Sales  Agent, 

I7S  Dearborn  St.,  CHICAGO. 


MAMMOTH,  WEST  VA., 

COALS. 

Riverside  coal  go. 

Sole  Producers  of 

“RIVERSIDE” 

A  high  grade  Steam  and  Domestic  Coal. 

With  a  capacity  of  1,500  tons  daily,  and  our  many  varieties  of  CoaH, 
all  produced  with  the  Int.t'St  improveil  Klect.ric  Murhim vy,  from  thick 
ami  cl-nn  sramfi,  under  unequalled  natural  advantages,  we  are  enabled  to 
satisfactorily  till  a//  requirements  of  even  the  most  fastidious,  at  a  price 
lower  than  can  be  named  by  our  competitors  on  equally  high  grade  goods. 

We  are  prepared  to  furnish  promptly  the  following  sizes:  4-incb 
Lump,  2-inch  Lump,  1-inch  Lump,  2-inch  Nut,  1-inch  Nut,  Pea,  or  Pea  and 
Slack,  from  our 

1^0*  1  |*KARBON.”  A  superior  Semi-Bituminous  coal. 

No.  2—  BLOCK.”  Somewhat  harder  and  coarser  than  No.  1.  Well 
adapted  for  either  steam  or  domestic  use.  An  excellent 
combination  coal. 

No.  3— ‘‘splint.”  Harder  than  No.  2.  A  very  high  grade  domestic 
coal. 

No.  4. — “loch.”  Avery  hard  coal,  which  endures  any  amount  of 
handling  or  exposure  without  c  umbling  or  disintegrating. 

We  guarantee  our  coals  to  be  as  free  from  impurities  and  make  as  lit¬ 
tle  ash  or  clinker  as  any  coasts  on  the  market. 

Office  and  Mines, 

Riverside,  Kanawha  Co., 

Shipments  promptly  made  «j|>  ■* 

OHIO  CENTRAL  RAILWAY.  vV  ■  V£ii 

A.  L.  SWEET,  President.  T.  A.  LEMMON,  Sec’y  and  Treas 

GHiGago,  WilmiogioQ  m  ifermiiiioii  Goal  Go. 

WILMINGTON  \  X  SATONVILLE 

STREATOR  ANTHRACITE 

AND  HIGH  GRADE  BITUMINOUS. 

GENERAL  OFFICES— Old  Colony  Bldg., 

Van  Buren  and  Dearborn  Sts., 
CHICAGO. 

KELLY'S  CREEK  iniNING  CO.,  ■  MAMMOTH,  W.  VA. 

W.  S.  TAYLOR,  Sales  Agt.,  1024  Spitzer  Bldg.,  Toledo,  O. 

R.  HARRIS^ 

Mine  Agent  and  Shipper 

Anthracite  and  Bituminous 

COdI  and  Cok@ 

J.  D.  HEISSENBUTTEL, 

WB0C«E8AU  Q| 

ANTHRACITE  ^  BITUMINOUS 

Agent  for 

CASTNER,  CURRAN  &  BULLITT'S 

GENUINE  POCAHONTAS  COAL 

Mine  Prices  and  Quick  Delivery. 

SSO  01i.a.rxxl3er  of  Oojtxxixxeroo 

OMAHA,  NEB. 

WishiHgtii  Building,  i  Broadwiy,  (  )  N  E W  YORK. 

'X'e  Oall,  V  S  S  JOHIV 

WILLIAM  MARMET, 

President. 


RUDOLPH  KLEYBOLTE, 

Vice-President. 


EDWIN  MARMET, 

Sec.  and  Treas 


'THE)  OO., 


SOLE  ACENTS  FOR 


LUMP  AND  CRUSHED. 

A  Perfect  Substitute  for  Anthracite  Coal,  and  the 

ONLY  SMOKELESS  FUEL. 


Western  and  Northwestern  Branch, 

204  Dearborn  St„  CHICAGO. 


P.  C.  RICHARDS,  Manager. 


Main 

Office, 


CINCIIMIMATI,  OHIO. 
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VV.  S.  BOGLE,  President. 


C.  W.  GILMORE,  Vice-pres. 


N.  S.  BIKKLAND,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


CRESCENT  COAL  AND  MINING  CO., 

Anthracite  and  Bituminous  Coai. 


Sales  Agents  for 

D.  &  H.  CELEBRATED 

LACKAWANNA  COAL. 


OFFICES,  Rookery  Building,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

Operating  TORREY  MINES, 

Norton  Creek,  Indiana. 

Jobbers  of  Brazil  Block  and  other  Bituminous 

Coals. 


BLACK,  SHERIDAN,  WILSON  CO. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  _ 

GEORGE’S  CREEK  CUMBERLAND  COAL 


PIEDMONT  SMITHING  AND  GAS  COALS  _ 

Offices— Chamber  of  Commerce,  BALTIMORE,  MD. 


J&.MES  O.  WATSON,  Pres, 


GEO.  DEBOLT,  Sec’y. 


J.  E.  WATSON,  Gen’l  Manag-er. 


THE  MONTAITiL  COiLE  &  COKE  CO-, 

Gas.  Steam  and  Domestic  COAL.  Furnace,  Foundry  and  Crushed  COKE 

Mines-Montana,  West  Fairmont,  Caston,  New  England  and  Briar  Hill. 

„  ,  CINCINNATI— C.  G.  Blake,  First  National  Bank  Building. 

Daily  Capacity  5,000  Tons  °oa,l-60(^on8  C^e.  BALTIMORE-  -Charles  Mackall,  Chamber  of  Commerce.^ 

GENEBAE  OFFICES  AND  MINES-FAIKMONT,  W.  VA.  NEW  YOBK-Charies  W.  Hays,  No.  1  Broadway. 

CHioAGO— C  M  Moderwell,  'Fiflher  Bnilding.  _ 


E.  J.  CORBETT, 

Mine  Agent  and  Shipper 
by  Lake  and  Rail 

COAL  ffl  COKE 

EXCLUSIVELY  WHOLESALE. 

1010  UNION  TRUST  BLDG.  DETROIT,  MICH. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF 


BITUMINOUS  GOAL 

II  BROADWAY, 

NEW  YORK. 


F  S.  PEABODY,  President.  M.  E.  ROBINSON,  Vice-President.  J.  D.  ADAMS,  Treasurer.  CLARENCE  J.  CRAY,  Secretary 

PEABODY  COAL  COMPANY, 

OFFICES:  1 1 5  DEARBORN  STREET,  CHICAGO,  ILL 

Anthracite  and  Bituminous  Coal. 

SALES  AGENTS 

LOWER  VEIN  STANDARD  BLOCK  COAL. 


M.  H.  TAYLOR,  President, 
Erie,  Pa. 


FRANK  MILLIGAN,  Gen’l  Agent, 

Chicago,  Ill. 


S.  M.  DALZELL,  Gen’l  Manager 
Spring  Valley,  Ill. 


SPRING  VALLEY  COAL  COiViPANY, 

PRODUCERS  OF  THIRD  VEIN  COAL 

_  ...  J  •!  Address  all  communications  to 

Capacity  of  Mines,  5,000  tons  daily.  CDPIMf'  VALLEY  ILL 

Principal  Office:  Room  1  Temple  Court  Bldg.,  Chicago,  III.  OrivllMLA  YMUkCI,  i  I.  , 
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LEHIGH  VALLEY  COAL  COMPANY 


KINEBS  AND  SHIPPEBS  OF- 


Hazleton,  Spring  Mountain,  Spring  Brook,  Jeddo,  Highland,  Packer  and  Wyoming 


iCOALS. 


WM.  H.  SAYRE,  2nd  Vice- Pres.  General  Office,  '^“NEw’voifK!®®*’ 

J,  H.  HORTON,  General  Northern  Sales  Agent,  L.  R.  BARRETT,  Agent,  Havemeyer  Building, 

_  -1  o  .  Buffalo,  N.Y.  ^  26  Cortland  St.,  New  York. 

F,  P.  RYDER,  City  and  Southern  Sales  Agent,  H.  P.  MYERS,Ea8tern  Sales  Ag»t,  70  Kilby  St.,  Boston 

421  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  J.  W.  SKEELE,  General  Western  Sales  Agent, 

Western  Union  Building,  Chicago. 


E.  L.  HEDSTROM  &  CO. 

^AGENTS  FOR 

DELAWARE,  LACKAWANNA  fc  WESTERN  R.  R.  COMPANY’S 

SCRANTON  •  COAT 


SHIPPING  DOCKS- 

CHICAGO.  SOUTH  CHICAGO. 


BEST  GRADES  OF  BITUMINOUS  COALS. 


Marquette  Building,  CHICAGO 


THE  W.  L.  SCOTT  CO. 
COAL 

EXCLUSIVELY. 


J.  KNAPP,  President. 


225  DEARBORN  ST. 
(Cor.  Quincy), 
CHICAGO. 


J.  W.  DOVEKIDGE,  Vioe-Presid.iit. 


a  B  NEDHAM,  Sec'T  Traaa. 


MARYLAND  COAL  COMPANY, 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF 


George’s  Creek  Cumberland  Coal 


OF  THB  BEST  QUALITY 


No.  I  Broadway,  NEW  YORK. 


Shipmants  from  Baltimore.  Philadelphia  and  South  Arnhof. 


EDGAR  T.  WELLES,  President. 


J.  C.  SIMPSON,  Vice-Pres.  and  Gen’l  Manager.  GEO.  T.  CUTTS,  Sec’y  and  Treasurer 

Owners  of  se.  entj-eight  mines  loc.ted  on  12  separate  railroad  lines.  Capacity  of  Mines,  40,000  tons  daily. 

THE  CONSOLIDATED  COAL  CO. 

.  .  .  OF  ST.  LOUIS  .  .  . 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OP 

MT.OLiVE  BITUMINOUS  COAL  TRENTON 

L.  W.  SCHMICK,  Northwestern  Agt„  Old  Colony  Bldg.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

GENERAL  OFFICE;  Cor.  Fourth  and  Olive  Streets,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 
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WONDERFUL  IMPROVEMENT  IN 

COAL  HAULAGE, 

A  New  System,  the  Simplest  and  Cheapest  in  the  World. 

Address  E.  PROUTY, 

285  Dearborn  St.,  CHICAGO,  U.  S.  A. 


BRATTICE 


Cloth,  from  I  I  Yi  cents  perjd.  freight 
prepaid  east  of,  or  to,  Mississippi  River. 

niinnpn  Belting,  Hose,  Packings  and  Supplies  of  every 
^  ^  ®  ^  kind  for  Mechanical  Purposes. 

Tarpaulins,  Oil  and  Rubber  Clothing,  Mackintoshes,  Tires. 

Factory  Prices.  Liberal  Credits.  Honest  Goods. 

MINERALIZED  RUBBER  CO.,  1 8  Cliff  St.,  New  York. 


The  Mitchell  A  Wilson  Coal  and  Ore  Dump 

'T'l iorrr..lTr  inrrcasp  fhp  niitnnt  of  a  mine  and  reduct 


COAL  DRILLS. 


These  machines  largely  increase  the  output  of  a  mine  and  reduce 
the  operating  expenses  After  the  coal  has  been  dumped  the  empty 
car  passes  automatically  through  the  dump,  allowing  the  loaded  car 
to  follow  it  without  the  delay  occasioned  when  the  empty  has  to  be 
switched  back  before  the  loaded  can  come  forward.  Both  loaded  and 
empty  cars  are  handled  by  gravity,  causing  a  great  reduction  in  labor 

over  the  ordinary  method.  ,  ,  •  i.-  u 

The  dumper  has  complete  control  of  the  cars  when  dumping,  which 
secures  the  minimum  breakage  with  the  most  perfect  screenirg,  as  the 
coal  goes  over  the  screens  evenly  and  smoothly,  and  without  jar 

4,488  tons  of  LUMP  COAL  have  been  loaded  over  one  of  these 
dumps  in  a  day  of  ten  hours. 

DUMPS  FOR  SPECIAL  PURPOSES  BUILT  TO  ORDER. 
Diamond  Core  Drills.  Coal  Mining  Machinery.  Mine  Supplies. 


SULLIVAN  MACHINERY  CO. 

rock  drills.  diamond  drills.  54*60  N.  Clinton  St.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 
Pittsburg  Office:  339  5th  Avenue,  PITTSBURG,  PA. 


THE  ROBERT  AITCHISON  PERFORATED  METAL  CO. 

Established  1868. 

PERFORATED 


Of  all  Kinds,  for  Screening  and  Sizing  Coal.  Coke,  etc. 

Plates  Furnished  Flat  or  Rolled  to  Shape  for  Revolving  Screens. 

Room  510  Bovlston  Bldg..  269  Dearborn  SU  CWcado  JIK _ 


bar^h ;  24 

Fmncipoo:  ‘ 


WILLIAMSPORT  WIRE  ROPE  CO. 

HAKO.ACniHSItS  b* 

Iron,  steel  and  Galvanized 

WIRE  ROPE 

STREET  CABLES  A  SPECIALTY. 

WILLIAMSPORT.  PA. 

ColTssponbeDce  Solicitnl 


If 


DID  YOU  EVER  NOTICE 


That  the  most  prosperous  firms  are  the  most  promi¬ 
nent  advertisers?  This  is  not  only  true  in  the  coal 
trade,  but  in  every  other  line  of  business  in  the  com¬ 
mercial  world.  Judicious  advertising  brings  in  the 
money  that  makes  the  world  go  round. 


Harper  &  Bros.,  New  York. 
McClure’s  Magazine,  New  York. 
Review  of  Reviews,  New  York. 
Record,  Chicago. 

Times-Herald,  Chicago. 

Morgan  &  Wright,  Chicago. 

U.  S  Government,  Washington. 
Montgomery  Ward  &  Co.,  Chicago. 
C.  M.  <fe  St.  P.  R  R..  Chicago. 

Chas.  Scribner’s  Sons,  New  York. 


HOISTING.  Mining,  Bridge  Erect¬ 
ing,  Dock  Building,  Pile  Driving,  Coal 
Hoisting,  and  Quarry  Engines  of  any 
power.  Sugarcane  transferring,  en¬ 
gines, transferring  machines  for  depos¬ 
iting  cane  from  car  to  carrier, with  my 
improved  patent  friction  drums,  with 
or  vvithout  boilers.  Any  amount  of 
reference  given. 

Established  1870.  Send  for  Cata¬ 
logue. 

J.  S.  MUNDY,  Newark,  N.  J. 

1744  Market  street,  Phil.  Pa.;  23  Light 
St.,  Baltimore,  Md.;117  Waterst.,  Pitt®- 
St.,  Chicago;  11  South  Second  St.,  St.  Lonls;  34  Fremont  St.,  San 
i  St..  Portland  Ore  :  218  Oongreaa  St..  Boston. 

The  Oliver  Typewriter. 

It  Took  25  Years 

to  find  out  that  typewriters  have 
been  built  up-side-down.  T 
OLIVER  is  built  right-side-up, 
where  the  Work  is  in  Si^hl. 

The  Oliver  is  Popular 

because  it  is  an  up-to-date  type¬ 
writer,  not  in  tbe  Trust,  and  be¬ 
cause  it  Shows  Every  Word  as 
you  Write  It. 

IN  USE  BY 

Cosmopolitan,  New  York. 

Journal,  New  York. 

Tribune,  Chicago. 

Inter- Ocean,  Chicago. 

Title  &  Trust  Go.,  Chicago. 

J.  V.  Farwell  <fe  Co  ,  Chicago. 

Youth’s  Companion,  Boston. 

Illinois  Central  R.  R.,  Chicago, 
and  countless  other  houses  of  like  impor¬ 
tance  and  character. 


OLIVER  TYPEWRITER  COMPANY, 

N.  E.  COR.  WASHINGTON  &  DEARBORN  STS., 

Send  fob  Catalogue.  -  CHICAGO. 


DO 

YOU 


0  POSITIOH 
TO  BDY  GOIIL  LHNDS 
TO  SELL  COOL  LH)(D8 
BHYTHING  HT  HU 


COLUMNS 
OF  THE 
BLACK 
DIAMOND 


to 


fiS! 
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The  Aultmah  Company, 


91 2  to  920  S.  Market  Street, 

CANTON,  OHIO, 
Engineers,  Founders, 

I 

_and  Machinists. 

I 

Designers  and  Builders  of  Complete 

COAL  TIPPLE  MACHINERY 

ELEVATORS  AND  CONVEYORS 

BAR  AND  REVOLVING  SCREENS  i 

SCALES  AND  WEIGH  BOXES  , 

BREAKER  ROLLS  AND  DUMPS  ’ 

Portable  and  Stationary  Steam  Engines 

Boilers,  Oil  Engines  and  Rock  Crushers  f 

Drawings  and  Estimates  Furnished.  1 

Send  for  Catalogue.  ^ 


LIDGERWOOD  HOISTING  ENGINES 

Are  Built  to  Gauge  on  the  Duplicate-Part  System. 
'”1^  Quick  Delivery  Assured. 

j  Fa  STAIM DARD ^oV 

Especially  Adapted  for 

MINES,  FURNACES  &  COAL  YARDS, 
ENGINEERS’  AND 

BUILDERS'  USE. 


Over  14,000  in  Use. 

Send  for  Latest  Catalogue. 

LIDGERWOOD  MEG.  CO., 

Old  Colony  Bldg., Van  Buren  &  Dearborn  Sts..  Chicago. 

9C  Liberty  Street,  NEW  YORK.  15  N.  7th  St.,  PHILADELPHIA. 

19  7  Cousress  8t.,  BOSTON.  26  8.  Water  St.,  CLEVELAND,  O. 

410  Canal  St.,  NEW  ORLEANS.  40  First  St..  PORTLAND,  ORE. 


•K 


SACKETT’S  Improved 

GOAL  SCREEN  and  GOAL  BAGGING  MACHINE 


Practically  Free 
to  Dealers  us¬ 
ing  them. 

Saving  In  labor  re¬ 
pays  cost. 

Adapted  to  screen 
coal  from  pockets  and 
from  cars  into  wagons 
and  bags,  also  on  the 
ground,  or  any  place 
where  coal  may  be 
stored. 

Awarded  Medal  at 
World’s  Columbian 
Exposition. 

Circulars  furnished  on 
application. 

ADDRESS, 

H.  B.  SACKETT, 

S04T  Ellis  Avsm  Chicago* 

Inquiries  in  regard  to  bags  or  orders  for  them  will  receive  prompt  attention. 


COAL  NANDLIN6  MACHINERY 


DIXON’S 

PURE  FLAKE 

GRAPHITE 

Saves  Horse-Power,  Cools  Hot  Bearings,  Prevents 
Friction,  Increases  the  Lubricating  Power  of  all  Oils 
and  Creases,  and  is  Indispensable  to  Every  Engineer 
and  Machinist  in  hundreds  of  ways. 

For  Samples  and  Full  Information  Address 

JDSEPH  DIXON  CRUCIBLE  CO..  Jersey  City  N.  J. 


MOGUL  DRAUGHT  SPRINC 

A  Perfect  Device  for  IVIakint 
Easy  the  Drawing  of  Heavy 
Loads. 

Increases  the  power  of  the  horseraui 
avoids  all  straining  and  injuries  to  th 
shoulders.  Attached  to  whiffletrees  or  coll 
lars. 

Used  in  the  artillery  service  of  the  U  S.  A 
and  Europe  and  on  the  fire  engines  in  Nev 
York  and  other  cities.  Mine  superintend 
ents  endorse  them.  Indispensable  to  au; 
one  doing  heavy  teaming. 

SEND  DOE  CATALOGUE. 

WILSOH  MFG.  CO.,  i 

147-149  Cedar  Street,  -  New  Vork 

AGENTS  WANTED. 


f 
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HARRISON  CONVEYOR. 

Borden  &  Selleck  Co., 


SC^£M 

W£l9ff  OASHCT  MMO  JCALe-3 


SQRD£N  ir  J£LL£CK  CO.  CWOfSO.^ 


'' '''''' 


Plans  and  Estimates  Promptly  Given. 


48  &  5  LAKE  ST.,  CHICAGO. 

Designers  and  Builders  of 

Coaling  Plants,  Coal  Yards 
Coal  Docks. 

Furnishing  everything  in  the  line  of 

Conveyors,  Screens, 
Scales,  Shoveling  and 
Scraping  Machines, 
Tipple  Baskets, 

Shafting,  Pulleys,  Etc. 


DOCK  AND  COAL  BARROW. 


Coal  Barrows  of  All  Sizes 
Also  Steel  Shutes  for  Hard  and  Soft  Coal. 

Lansing  Wheelbarrow  Co. 

LANSING,  MICH. 


Cet  our  Prices. 


I 

I 

I 


A.  WYCKOFF  &  SON, 

No.  no  East  Chemung  Place,  Elmira,  N.  Y. 

PATENT  WATER-PROOF  STEAM  PIPE  COVERING 

FOR  UNDERGROUND  STEAM  PIPES. 

Engraving  shows  two 
staves  removed  to  show 
corrugated  paper  lining 
between  the  inside  and  out¬ 
side  staves. 


■W<DOI> 


When  writing  Advertisers 

Kindly  mention  this  Paper. 

C.  L.  STUEBNER. 

Snecesson  to  8TOEBNEB  A  WOODS. 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

SELF  DUMPING 

SteelMironHoistingTubs 

Side  and  Bottom  Dumping  Cars  for 
COAL  ELEVATORS. 

IRON  WHEELBARROWS. 

HOISTING  BLOCKS. 


Bottom  Dumping  Tubs  for  Coaling 
Locomotives,  Etc. 

SEND  KOR  CATALOQUK  C. 


LONG  ISLAND  GITY, 


NEW  YORK. 


50  YEARS’ 
EXPERIENCE 


ACID  PROOF. 

For  Coal  and  Iron  Mines,  Coke 
Works  and  General  Water 
Supply. 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE  AND  PRICE  LISTS. 


Patents 


^  TRADE  IVIAKI\& 


Designs 

,  , ,  .  Copyrights  Ac. 

Anyone  sending  a  sketch  and  description  may 
oulckly  ascertain  our  opinion  free  whether  an 
invention  is  probably  patentable.  Communica¬ 
tions  strictly  confidential.  Handbook  on  Patents 
sent  free.  Oldest  opency  for  securing  patents. 

Patents  taken  through  Munn  &  Co.  receive 
special  notice,  without  charge,  in  the 

Sckittific  JUnerkan. 


PATENTS 


quickly  secured,  FEE  DUE  WHEN  PATENT  OBTAINED. 
Send  model  or  sketch  with  explanation  for  free  report  as  to 
patentability.  48-PAGE  BOOK  FREE.  Contains  references 
and  full  information.  Jffi^Write  for  SPECIAL  OFFER. 
H.  B.  WILLSON  &.  CO..  Patent  Lawyers, 
Le  Droit  building,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C- 


A  handsomely  illustrated  weekly, 
culation  of  any  scientific  Iqurnal. 
-  - *’  “Old 


Largest  clr- 
a.. .0,1.  Terms,  $3  a 
year  ;  four  months,  jl.  Sold  by  all  newsdealers. 

MUNN  &  York 

Branch  Office.  626  F  Bt..  Washington,  D.  C. 


P,VAN  DUZEN  STEAM  JET  PUMPS 

THE  BEST  IN  THE  WORLD. 

Pumps  any  kind  of  Liquid.  Always  in  order.  Never 
clogs  nor  freezes.  Fully  Guaranteed.  COST  $7 
_ and  upward.  Especially  useful  for  Mines,  Quar¬ 
ries,  Pits,  Wells.  Clay  Pits.  Breweries,  on  Steamships, 
Ferryboats  or  any  place  where  steam  is  available  and 
liquid  to  he  pumped.  A  full  supply  in  stock.  Address. 

The  E .  W.  Van  Duzen  Co  .'Cinoinnati  0 
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JEFFaEMlieillSOII 

Coal  Washing  Plants. 

The  Many  Now  in  Use  are  its 
Strongest  Testimonial. 

SIMPLE.  EFFICIENT 

We  Prove 

SUPERIORITY. 

INVESTICATE 

For  Catalogue  address 

THE  JEFFREY  MFC.  CO. 

Columbus,  O. 

Also.  New  York  and  Denver. 


Want  Gellimn 

OF 


M-certUemAints  und^r  this  hmd  cost  f<mr  cents  per  vxyrd,  S6  cents  per  line  for 
one  insertion;  a  fraction  of  a  line  will  he  counted  as  a  full  line  If  an  order  it 
Qiven  for  four  insertions,  a  discount  of  SO  per  cent,  will  be  allowed.  f 


LUi±tlrlt±i±i±l±1±t±hlI^^^ 


ipaai _ 

OILiXiJ-iJ-i.lTl  ill  !TlTITlTiTI~lVT~iTriVr 


DLOW-SAYLORWIRrX? 


mm 


N.  E.  Cor.  Fourth  and  Elm  Sts.  :ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 


NILES  MINE  AND  MILL 
SUPPLY  CO., 

'T'lr.iES,  OHIO. 

Manu  turers  of  Mine  Supplies.  Coa 
Tipples^omplete,  Screens,  Chutes,  Weijal 
Boxes,  Tipple  Scales,  Incline  lirums.  Al 
^zes  Mine  Cars.  Complete  Mine  ^ar  Iront 
Wheels  and  Axles,  ready  for  e  wood 
Larry  Wag ons  for  Coke  Ovens.  Cast  Frog; 
and  Turnouts.  Drawings  and  estimate; 
made  by  a  Competent  Engineer. 

rite  for  Prices  and  Catalogue. 


UUI'LIUKAPH 


FUH.  llECOUn  KEGI^TEIt. 


.  Save 

Systematic  — -  Labor 

IN  EECOEDING  YOUE  SALES.  With  our  registers  you  can  prepare 
bill  for  the  customer,  a  receipt  to  be  signed  by  him,  and  a  third  copy  to 
serve  as  a  day-book  entry,  all  sit  One  Wvitina:.  Furthermore,  you  can 
fully  50  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  your  dray  tickets. 

We  make  25  different  sizes  and  styles  of  autographic  registers  and  dupli-' 
eating  devices.  Our  prices  are  “right.”  i 

For  further  information,  address  office  nearest  to  you.  I 

The  United  Autographic  Kegi.ster  Co.,  < 

ISO  .TIonrue  Street,  CHICAGO.  j 

Canal  Street, ( 

The  Hamilton  Autographic  Kegister  Co.,  Hamilton,  Ohio.  I 

The  Western  Autographic  Register  Co.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.  ( 

Jleiitlon  tUis  paper,  please,  iu  ordering.  i 


FOR  SALE. 

A  fine  Coal  Yard  in  a  Central  Connecticut  town 
of  25,000  inhabitants.  Coal  handled  by  automatic 
machinery.  Will  sell  at  a  bargain.  Address 

Box  1 97, 

care  of  Black  Diamond. 


FOR  SALE. 


To  close  an  estate,  Alabama  coal  property,  6,000 
acres  of  land  including  a  first-class  money  making 
coal  mine.  Address 


C.  W.  R., 

care  Black  Diamond. 


.  FOR  SALE— COAL  MINE. 

Amine  in  best  fields  of  Indiana,  fully  equipped 
and  in  operation,  with  good  patronage,  which  may  be 
indefinitely  increased.  For  sale  at  very  low  figure,  as 
owner  is  retiring  from  active  business. 

Write  to  “X.  Y.  Z.,” 

care  Black  Diamond,  Chicago. 


TO  ANY  COAL  COMPANY. 

We  have  about  Four  Hundred  Acres  Of  Land  adjoining  LEBANON  St 

j  all  of  it  there  is  a  vein  of  Eight  or  Ten  Feet  of 

Good  Coal.  We  would  like  to  sell  that  coal  or  interest  some  parties  who  will 
sink  a  shaft  pn  the  land.  The  B.  &  O.  &  Southwestern  Eailroad  runs  through 
the  center  of  the  farm,  which  makes  it  easy  for  the  market  There  is  also 
timber  enough,  which  we  ivill  give  for  a  company’s  out- buildings  if  thev 
will  cut  It.  We  will  give  any  company  two  or  three  acres  of  land  who  wants 
to  sink  a  shaft.  I  will  give  anyone  a  good  lay  and  a  chance  to  make  some- 
thing  for  themselves  and  myself. 

We  will  give  a  lease  for  any  term  of  years  to  a  coal  company  who  mav 
desire  to  enpge  in  the  coal  business.  Yoch’s,  who  have  a  mine  about  a  mile 
west  of  our  land,  sell  their  coal  in  the  St.  Louis  market  for  a  little  more  than 
the  Belleville  coal— and  there  is  a  good  local  market  for  the  coal  about 
Lebanon,  Address 

J-  L.  PERRYMAN,  Belleville,  III. 


An  Ad,  in  our  WANT  COLUMN  is 

A  COOP  THING. 


That’s  what  those  who  have 
advertised  in  It  say. 


I 
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DAILY  AT  9110  P,  M. 

I  the  Illinois  Central  RallroatJ,  Cen, 

Station,  Chicago, 

(  ^^'The Diamond.  Special** 

A  PuUman  "Vestibuled  Train  equipped  with  eie- 
■ant  Compartment  Sleeping  Cars.  Kecliningr  Chair 
H^ra,  Compartment  Coach  and  Smo'ker,  all  new, 
ballt  expressly  for  this  service,  and  so  exquisite  in  fur- 
SUngs,  so  convenient  and  comfortable  in  arrange¬ 
ment,  and  BO  complete  in  detail  that  it  can  have  Ao 
faperfor  in  Comfort  and  Elegance. 
nckets  of  your  local  ticket  agent  or  by  addressing 
A.  H.  HANSON.  G.  P.  A.,  Chicago.  Ill. 

CALIFORNIA  IN  3  DAYS, 

- VIA - 

The  Overland  Limited. 

l.eaTee  Chicago  6;O0  P.  M.,  Dally. 

Buffet,  Smoking.  Library  and  Dining  Cars. 

Palace  Drawing  Room  Sleeping  Cars  through  to  San 
Francisco  without  change.  „  ... 

Through  Tourist  Sleeping  Cars  to  California  ac  d 
Oregon. 

Chicago  Ticket  Ulliees: 

212  CLARK  STREET.  . 

pHfiaeiiser  ^taiioii^  Wells  andKinzie  Street**^ 
aiidO«kley  a Teiiae  station. 

THENORTHWESTERN  line 

Chicago  A  Northwe.iern  Itallway. 


PERFECT  PASSENGER  SERVICE. 

America’s  MOST  POPULAR  RAILROAD 

JAinKiii  CHAKIiTON, 

Gen.  Paee.  Sc  Ticket  Ast.^ 
monadnock  Bldse^  CHICAGO^  IL*  . 

THE  PIONEER  LIMITED 

Leaves  Chicago  Daily  at 

6:30  P.  M. 

VIA 

THE  CHICAGO,  MILWAUKEE  &  ST.  PAUL  R.  R. 

For  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis. 

The  Only  Perfect  Train  in  the  World. 


Builin^ton 

Route 


INDUSTRIAL 

DEPARTMENT 


A  WORD  TO  MANUFACTURERS. 

This  Department  is  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  the  location  of 
plants  along  the  line  of  its  road. 

No  section  in  the  country  has  greater 
resources  to  attract  the  manufacturer. 
Cheap  coal,  and  an  abundance  of  raw 
material,  iron  ore,  copper,  zinc,  tin, 
gold,  silver  and  other  metals,  hard  and 
soft  woods,  clays  of  all  grades,  stone, 
tanhark,  flax,  straw,  etc.,  are  abundant, 
and  the  Burlington  Koute,  operating 
over  7000  miles  of  road  and  reaching 
every  important  city  between  the  Great 
Lakes  and  the  Kocky  Mountains,  offers 
advantages  as  a  distributer  which  are 
obvious.  Many  of  the  cities  and  towns 
on  the  line  offer  liberal  inducements  to 
encourage  the  establishment  of  facto¬ 
ries.  The  undersigned  solicits  corre¬ 
spondence,  and,  besides  furnishing  de¬ 
tailed  information,  is  prepared  to  assist 
by  every  means  in  his  power  in  the 
promotion  of  the  interests  of  manufac¬ 
turers  desiring  to  locate  in  the  West. 

GEO.  H.  ROSS, 

8upt.  Industrial  Dep’t, 

CHICAGO,  ILL. 


William  J.  Nicolls, 

=COAL  = 


209  Betz  Building, 

PHILADELPHIA. 


.  A.  POTTS  & 


“9 


Wholesale  .-.  Dealers  iim  Coal. 

OLD  COMPANY'S  LEHIGH.  JERMYN  FREE  BURNING  WHITE  ASH  AND  LEHIGH  L  WILKES-BARRE  COAL  CO.  S  COALS. 
OFFICES.  143  LIBERTY  ST.,  NEW  YORK. 

<0  11.  Charch  St.,  NEW  HAVEN,  CONN.  No.  26  Westminster  St.,  PBOVIDENCE,  B.  1.  No.  26  Exchange  PI.,  BOSTOI, 


HENRY  S.  liITTLE,  Pres’t.  BAXTER,  Jr.,  '^ce-Pre^t  S«»’ I 

NEW  CENTRAL  COAL  COMPANY  OF  MARYLAND, 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS  OF  ^ 

George’s  Creek  Cumberland  Coal.  Big  Vein  and  Koontz  MinaiL 

”  ROOM  54,  No.  1  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK.__  . . 


PHILADELPHIA  OFFICE.  136  S.  4th  STREET. 


BALTIMORE  OFFICE.  413  WATER  STREETI 


WILLIAM  HOEBE. 


E.  B.  HtliBER 


WILLIAM  HORRE  &,  CO., 

^  WHOLESALE  DEALERS  IN  THE 

Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  Railroad  Co.*b 

SCRANTON  COAL^ 


cTo.  1  (I?,ooaaa.  XS-Ss), 


NEW  YORK. 


CHARLES  S.  PHILLIPS.  HENRY  MATTHEWS. 

HENRY  H.  ASHLEh  CHARLES  P.  HUNT. 

Parrish,  Phillips  &  Co., 

SOLE  AGENTS  FOR 

PARRISH  COAL  CO..  WEST  END  COAL  CO.. 

Lehifih  Coal  and  Navigation  Go’s 

Old  Company’s  No.  1  and  No.  2  Buckwheat,  also  Shamokin  RRd 

Ash  from  Lykens  Vein  Colliery. 

1  YORK^.  _ 


The  Rapid  Reckoner 


A  short  method  of  figuring 
and  calculating  for  coal 
dealers . 


A.  T.  MURPHY, 

225  Dearborn  Street,  -  -  -  -  CHICAGO. 


1 


7r.G 


The  Black  Diamond. 


[December  31 


X 


COAL  DEALER 

IS  A 

REGULAR  READER  OF 

...The  Slack  Diamond... 


ARE  YOU  WIDE-A-WAKE? 


THE 

Van  0  Linda 


Patent 
Goal  Bags. 


PIONEER  MANUFACTURERS  OF 

COAL  AND  COKE  BAGS. 

Write  for  Price  List  and  Reference  to 

VAN  O  EINDA  MF6.  CO.,  VONKERS,  N.  Y. 


f 


g.  SCREEN 
S  EGM  ENTS 


Perforated  Iron  and  SteelPlates 

- FOR  SCREENING  AND  SIZING 

COAL.CQKE.ORE.STPONE  aC. 

BRONZE  PLATES  f  0  WITHSTAND  >&■ 


-a* THE  ACTION  OF  MINE  WATERS. 


A 


PLATES  FURNISHED  FLAT.  OR  ROLLED  TO  CYLINDRICAL 

,  - FORM  FOR  REVOLVINe  SCREENS. 

PFRFQRATIONS  IN -ROUND.  SQUARE,  OR  OBLONG  HOLES. 

WE  DO  NOT  FURNISH  SCREENS  COMPLETE  ONIY  PERFORATED  SCREEN  PLATES* 

MAIN  OFFICE  AND  WORKS: 

No.  215  NORTH  UNION  STREET,  CHICAGO,  ILL,  U.  S.  A. 

Easf  rn  Offlc»:  284  PEARL  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 


West  Virginia  Steam  and  Gas  Coals  From  Fairmount  Reg^ion-- 

- - - - - — -  _  Big  Pittsburg  Vein, 


3VZlxi.es  are  located  oxi. 


UNSURPASSED  FOR  STEAM  AND  LOCOMOTIVE  USE. 


(.  ete  O. 


T^.,  1X1  Taylor  Oouxity,  Va. 


Grafton  Coal  and  Coke  Company, 

Tidewater  Shipments  from  Baltimore, 

Philadelphia,  Port  Reading,  N.  J.,  and  ^Aot,  General  Eastern  Agent, 

Port  Libei^y,  St.  ceorge,  S.I.,  N.  Y.Harfaor. _ _  1 43  Liberty  St.,  N E  W  YO R K 

COAL  DEALERS’  SUPPLIES. 

The  Gilbert  Sit  Bennett  Bflfg.  Co., 

Manufacture  and  Carry  in  Stock 

Coal  Screens,  Wire  Cloth, 


POCKET  SCREENS, 

CAR  SCREENS, 

COAL  SHUTES, 

COAL  BASKETS, 

COAL  BARROWS, 

COAL  SCOOPS, 

COAL  FORKS, 

COKE  FORKS, 

WIRE  OFFICE  RAILINGS. 

GEORGETOWN,  GONN.1 
44  Cliff  St.,  NEW  YORK. 

1 53  Lake  St.,  CHICAGO. 

Descriptive  Catalogue  Fr.  o. 


GOAL  DEALERS 

need  the  strongest  and 
most  durable  tools  in  the 
market,  and  it  will  be  to 
their  advantage  to  test 
the  merits  of  the  Im¬ 
proved  Steel  Coal  Shutes 
and  Coal  Screens  which  ss 
are  manufactured  by  the 

SACKETT  SCREEN  COm 

of  FREDONIA,  N.  Y. 

Steel  wagon  box  bottoms,  coal  bags,  scoops,  shovels,  forks,  basketi 
pinch  bars,  wheelbarrows,  wire  cloth,  etc,,  constantly  on  hand.  All  inquirie 
cheerfully  answered  and  all  orders  given  prompt  and  careful  attention. 

Your  Favors  Are  Solicited. 
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